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so critical as to demand the extraordinary
measures here contemplated.” *'

General McNair objected also to the
allotment of 5,000, which had been based
by the General Staff on proportionate
overhead strength of male personnel,
without his comment or consent; he asked
that the allotment be set back to 3,600.
This was done by the War Department,
and the remaining 1,400 reallotted to
overseas theaters.**

Under the impression that Waacs would
always be administered by the Service
Forces, the Ground Forces had already
consented to receive some 1,700 Waacs at
six different stations. The pioneer unit
went to the Second Army at Memphis on
26 March 1943, and in April the others
followed in rapid succession to Camp
Hood and Forts Benning, Sill, Riley, and
Knox. These installations followed their
own inclinations, some allowing service
commands to administer the Waacs, and
some prematurely employing AGF chan-
nels to WAAC Headquarters. Within
AGF headquarters, all WAAC matters
were referred to G-3 Section rather than
to G-1, under the impression that WAAC
problems chiefly concerned units rather
than personnel. The Ground Forces de-
clined to accept the assignment of a

WAAC staff director or any WAAC officer

in its headquarters.*”

Army Service Forces

Within the third of the major domestic
commands, the Army Service Forces, the
number of the service command staft di-

rectors was increased by the addition of

other staff directors for the ASF technical
services. This action was highly pleasing
to most such services, which had long
resented the interference of service com-
mand directors and had repeatedly asked
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that their own command channels be
used. For example, Aberdeen Proving
Ground objected to sending officer candi-
date applications and discharges through
the Third Service Command, since Aber-
deen was under the Chief of Ordnance.
Inasmuch as many of the technical serv-
ices were engaged in highly secret research
and other activities, most felt that inspec-
tion by a member of another command

was inadvisable. The appointment of

WAAC staff directors for Ordnance and
other services ordinarily ended such objec-
tions, and made command channels the
same as those for men.**

Employment of Waacs among these
technical services now promised to be-
come rather extensive. The Transportation
Corps placed a senior WAAC stafl director
in its Washington headquarters, and others
in the various ports where Waacs were to
be stationed in numbers—New York,
Hampton Roads, New Orleans, San Fran-
cisco, and Seattle. Since most ports were
in labor-short areas, they were already
hard-hit by the loss of general service men.

The Chemical Warfare Service likewise
foresaw a future lack of military personnel
for permanent domestic installations, and
desired to obtain Waacs whose research,
once begun, would not be interrupted by
withdrawal for combat duty. A WAAC
staff director was therefore requested by
the Chemical Warfare Service in March
of 1943, and its first Waac company ar-

rived in April.

41 Memo, CG AGF for CofS, Attn: G-3, 1 Jan 43.
GNDCG 320.2 WAAC (12-7-42). Full text 1n appen-

dix to Ibud.
42 15t Ind to AG Memo, sub: Utilization of WAAC

Pers in AGF. GNGCT 320.2/5 WAAC (4-1-43).
Copy in App. VI of AGF WAC Hist.

3 AGF WAC Hist, pp. 12-15.

44 (1) Memo, WAAC Hq for TAG, 5 Jun 43; (2)
Ltr, Aberdeen Proving Ground to WAAC Hq, 7 Jul
43, and reply. SPWA 300.3 (1-7-43) sec 2.



