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whether the WAAC with its prisoner-of-
war camps was not “‘suffering by contrast
with the WAVES with Smith College,
Holyoke, and Hunter?”” ** The Director
therefore appealed to the Services of Sup-
ply for any other location, even city
hotels, but was offered nothing else except
a desert camp below sea level at Tulare,
California. The WAAC therefore was ob-
liged to accept the prison camps in order
to comply with the directed expansion
program."*

The three scattered branches of this
training center, some one hundred miles
apart, made administration difficult. The
buildings were bare and rough inside and
out, located in desolate sandy stockades.
Colonel Hoag, who was ordered from Des
Moines to be commandant, said: ‘It was
necessary to place the moving-picture
theaters of Ruston ‘off-limits’ until they
were cleared of rats and other ver-
min. 15 General Marshall himselt
was concerned about the situation and, 1n
a personal conference with Colonel Hoag;
told him to push Special Services opera-
tions at this training center. However, the
Eighth Service Command later turned
down Colonel Hoag’s request for these
services on the grounds that it had had no
instructions from the Army Service
Forces.'® Director Hobby, upon a later
visit to the Fifth WAAC Training Center,
said, “I know of no finer example of patri-
otism by Waacs anywhere than that which

‘'was shown by the women who worked and

trained successfully at these camps.” '

Expansion of WAAC Training

In accordance with General Staff direc-
tives, Brig. Gen. Don C. Faith’s WAAG
Training Command during the spring
months underwent an expansion which
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overshadowed previous efforts. On 1
March the Fourth WAAC Training Cen-
ter was activated at Fort Devens; on 10
March the Fifth WAAC Training Center
was activated in the three prisoner-of-war
camps, with recruits arriving a bare two
weeks later. With these additions the five
basic training centers had a capacity ot
46,388. This meant that some 7,000
trained women—about 50 companies—
could now be sent to the field weekly.
There were 53 WAAC companies 1n the
field at the end of February; by July, 1t
was intended that there should be at least
55 ey

In addition to the five basic training
centers, several spemahst schools were set
up to relieve the training command ot
some of the load of specialist training.
Most important of these were seven ad-
ministrative specialist schools set up at
women’s colleges in the South and South-
west. These were under the jurisdiction of
The Adjutant General, not General Faith,
and were commanded by Army oflicers,
with WAAC officers as instructors and
company officers. Each had a capacity ot
about 600, and offered a six-week course
designed to turn out trained administra-
tive specialists.’® Students of The Adju-
tant General’s schools, like men, were
given the rank of private first class,
although graduates of identical courses at
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