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House of Representatives would not pass 
the bill without any number of hampering 
amendments concerning the size of the 
Corps, the top rank attainable, the types 
of duty permitted, and the benefits to be 
allowed. These amendments would have 
to be fought out with the Senate and a 
compromise reached, and when, if ever, 
the legislation would pass now became 
uncertain. 

The first six months of 1943 were there- 
fore, from the Corps’ viewpoint, to be 
much like the uncertain period of the 
previous spring, when passage of the first 
WAAC bill was not sure and all plans had 
to be made subject to change without 
notice. However, in this case, the Corps 

was not merely a plan on paper; it was a 
living organization which grew from 
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12,767 women in December 1942 to 

60,243 in June 1943, and which required 

detailed administration. Passage of the bill 
was to be expected in March, in April, in 

May. Director Hobby said, when it did 
not pass in April, “I am sure it will come 
in May as a birthday present to the 
Corps.** But it was not to come in May, or 

in early June. 
Meanwhile, from January of 1943 on- 

ward, the War Department, insofar as 

legally possible, proceeded with plans for 
the expansion program, both in the United 
States and overseas, as if it were an assured 

fact that the Corps would be given military 
status. 

41 (1) Lecture by Comdt, Sch of WAC Pers Adm. 
OCMH. (2) Min, Gen Council, 5 and 26 Apr 43. 

  

  

  

    

   

        

   

      

   
   

    

   

    

   

    
 


