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proud, however, if you had been standing
there when they got off the train—their noses
were powdered, their shoes were shined, they
showed that they were well-trained and well-
disciplined. Before the last ones had got off
the train, the cannon was fired for retreat.
Like one woman they came to attention and
saluted. . . . The salutes so impressed the
photographers that they stopped taking pic-
tures and faced the flag. . 1 am sorry
that no pictures were taken at that time.*°

T'he other unit, composed of Negro en-
rolled women with Negro officers, was
likewise well received at Fort Huachuca,
and housed 1n new barracks with hair-
dressing facilities, recreation room, and
athletic area. Upon arrival the women
found their bunks already made up and
their first meal prepared.*’

Shipment of post headquarters com-
panies to the seven other service com-
mands was postponed indefinitely to
permit the opening of new training cen-
ters, but the defrauded commands set up
such protest that certain exceptions had
to be made. Just before Christmas Direc-
tor Hobby called a meeting at New Or-
leans of WA AC directors from the service
commands, to explain the situation and to
point out that delay at this stage would re-
sult in tremendously greater supply when
all training centers came into full produc-
tion. Nevertheless, all appealed so ear-
nestly for at least one unit per command
that Director Hobby promised to send it,
as token to the service commands that
Waacs really did exist. This was done, and
during the last of December 1942 com-
panies were placed on orders for shipment
to stations 1n the remaining seven service
commands. Very little could yet be told of
what their assignments or job performance
would be, although WAAC Headquarters
eagerly awaited such news.*’

In December also two experimental

THE WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS

antiaircraft units reached the field, their
“secret” station being actually Bolling
Field, within sight of the Pentagon. The
Antiaircraft Artillery, as directed by Gen-
eral Marshall, began the task of determin-
1ng which of 1ts duties could be performed

by women and with what degree of

success.*”

Furst Quverseas Shipment

Considerably more complications at-
tended eflorts to get the first two units
overseas 1n December. These units had
been ready for shipment since September,
and were by this date trained to a hair-
trigger state of tension while waiting for a
shipment priority from England, which
had not arrived. lo ease the crowding at
Des Moines, they were shipped to Day-
tona Beach, as soon as its cadre arrived,
for another period of training.** Their
morale was scarcely improved by the con-
stant turnover of officers. Since no one yet
knew what qualities a women leader
needed, there was a process of trial and
error by which several officers were suc-
cessively relieved from duty because of in-
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