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pleats impossible, although all agreed that
pleats would have looked better.

Slacks had originally been a part of the
outfit, but they were eliminated as too
troublesome to fit; culottes were consid-
ered and rejected by Mrs. Hobby as un-
suitable for mechanics. Since at this time
1t was believed that the only outdoor work
that Waacs could perform was in motor
transport, no trousers except coveralls
were believed necessary. Mrs. Hobby also
desired that women wear skirts instead of
slacks wherever possible, in order to avoid
a rough or masculine appearance which
would cause unfavorable public comment.

All agreed that a shirt with tie would be
more military and dignified than one with
an open collar, and the regulation khaki
tie was chosen, although some designers
favored an ascot.

The choice of WAAC headgear 1n-
volved most controversy then and later.
The Quartermaster General had suggested
a stiff service cap like the men’s cap for
WAAUC officers and an overseas cap for en-
listed women, with a brimmed khaki sum-
mer hat, but Mrs. Hobby called for identi-
cal hats for officers and enlisted women, as
being more democratic. The overseas cap
was becoming, but was then being adopted
by many women’s volunteer groups and
private service organizations. Mrs. Hobby
believed that it was essential to have a
WAAUC cap that could not be mistaken for

that of any civilian group or, more pre-

cisely, that it was essential that the Waacs
not be blamed for any misconduct on the
part of the thousands of civilian women
soon to be wearing overseas caps. lhe
firms of Knox and Stetson therefore sub-
mitted designs of ‘““miner’’ hats, visor caps,
and berets. A majority vote of the confer-
ence selected the visor cap as one that
would shield the eyes, not blow off in pa-
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rades, and be both distinctive and military.

A heavy topcoat was designed by Man-
gone, very similar in cut to the men’s
overcoat. In place of the men’s field jacket,
a light utility coat was designed by Maria
Krum, resembling a hooded raincoat with
button-in lining. A handbag with shoulder
strap was authorized, since women’s uni-
forms obviously had no pants pockets, and
experiments with carrying necessities 1n
breast pockets quickly produced a rule
against even so much as a pack of ciga-
rettes in that location.

Tan oxfords, tennis shoes, galoshes, and
bedroom slippers were selected. Mors.
Hobby recommended plain pumps for
dress shoes, but was outvoted on grounds
of economy. She also desired lisle stockings
for dress, but only rayons were available;
and plain cotton stockings for work were
chosen instead of the novelty-ribbed cot-
ton she preferred.

There began to be apparent at this
time a significant difference of opinion as
to the number and type of garments to be
issued. By accepted practice, the Army
was obligated to furnish its members any
articles it required them to wear. This
clothing, in the Director’s opinion, had to
be judged according to accepted civilian

custom for females, but in the opinion of

most quartermaster representatives could
most fairly be based on the amount and
type of clothing received by men. Thus,
concerning what were called “foundation
garments,’ 1t was noted that some women
required these 1n order to present a ‘“‘neat
and military appearance,” yet could not
be directed to wear them unless the gar-
ment was issued—an action without mili-
tary precedent. Similarly, it appeared to
be discrimination against men to issue free
pajamas and bathrobes, yet it was also not
desired to authorize nude female appear-



