ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WAAC

none of the planning agencies included

any specialists in women’s clothing. The
Quartermaster General had been respon-

sible for the design and procurement of

nurses’ uniforms since World War I, but
no great quantity had been involved, and
the products, although they photographed
well on a dress form (male), had admit-
tedly always looked peculiar on the female
figure.

Responsibility for the WAAC uniform

program was delegated by The Quarter-
master General, as a part-time duty, to
Col. Letcher O. Grice of the Standardiza-
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and 1n any case had no authority to take
action 1n the matter. Female members of
Mrs. Hobby’s staff faithfully wore sample
undergarments while carrying on pre-
planning; male planners offered their best
guesses 1n the matter, and the staff became
accustomed, as one member noted, “to
seeing Lt. F. stalk through the office with
a cigar 1n one hand and a pair of pink
panties in the other.”

Mrs. Hobby at once announced her

conviction that the WAAC uniform should
be 1dentical in color with that of the Army

tion Branch. Before Mrs. Hobby’s arrival,
Colonel Grice had secured some sketches
by famous designers, and had suggested
that the uniform be in two shades of blue.
Because of the word distinctive in legislative
authorization for a WAAC uniform, Colo-
nel Grice was of the opinion that the uni-
form must be different in color and design
trom that of the Army or any other organ-

and as much like it in design as possible,
especially in view of her pending attempt
to place the WAAC in the Army. The bat-
tle of blue versus olive drab continued for
some time and was finally resolved by the
Philadelphia Depot, which wished to use
olive drab and khaki material already
procured, and deemed it madness to start
procuring two more shades of blue. The
materials, covert and barathea for winter

1zation; even the two shades of blue must
be different from that of the Army Nurse
Corps. Blue was selected because New
York designers informed him that blue
dyestuffs would be most readily avallable;
gray was rejected as too hard to match.
I'he representative of the Philadelphia
Depot was not summoned by The Quar-
termaster General until some three
months of planning were past and, upon
arrival, expressed some annoyance in view
of the depot’s opinion that research and
development was its rightful province.
T'his officer also was not a specialist in
women's clothing, and expressed a strong
belief in “nothing fancier for Wacs than
for combat soldiers,” which threatened to

leave the women equipped for office work
In boots and coveralls.

T'he WAAC representatives at this time
likewise included no clothing specialists

and 8.2 khaki for summer, were also de-
termined by depot stocks, although some,
especially the khaki, were to prove too

heavy for the proper fit of women’s
garments.

Sketches from well-known designers
were considered—Mangone, Maria Krum,
Russell Patterson, Helen Cookman, Mary
Sampson. The jacket could be called a
group product, since it incorporated de-
sirable features from all designs—a lapel
from one, a pocket from another. A belt
for the jacket was on, off, and on again: it
would help faulty female figures, said
Mangone; it would rub holes in the jacket,

sald The Quartermaster General: it should
be leather, said Maria Krum: cotton was

cheaper, said The Quartermaster General.
A rather narrow six-gore skirt was
adopted after War Production Board re-
strictions on the use of material made




