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Correspondence of the Journal. 
Gen, Burnside’s Division. 

Newnern, N. C., April 2, 1862. 
attle Of the 14th, there has been no 

ment of especial importance in this depart- 
ment, but stirring events are in store, and ere long 
the country will again hear from Gen. Burnside 
and his comand. “fhe principal poimt of interest 
at present is Fort Macon, which still holds out 
and flaunts the rébel flag defiantly in the breeze. 
All the places between Newbern and Beaufort, 
and including—that-town, are oceupied-by the 
Union troop§}% No “resistance Iwas made at any 

| place, the confederate forces, after the battle of the I4th, having retreated to Kingstem and. Golds- 
boro’, where they “are reported to be in ¢onsider- 
able force. Gen.(Parke’s brigade is employed in 

|. Since the b 
| move: 

  | that oceup@fion®Whd in the prepaftions for the bombardment of Fort Macon. ~The 4th Rhode {sland are, 2 portion of them at Beaufort and a portion of them at Gen. Parke’s headquarters at Carolina City. ‘They are in very good condition and anxious to commence the attack on Fort Ma- on. AL combined attack by land and water will be made, four vessels of the blockading fleet being ontside. Te wi take a few days yet to complete the arrangements forthe bombardment. ‘The fort though.» smal] 1$.a very strong one, and if per- sistently defended may, cause some trouble.to cap- burejit, jbut it is poorly Sarrisoned, and the men ang pot in good condition fo stand a siege, A ail fn the fort was captured by Major Allen, who} with two companies of the 4th Rhode Island, Occupies Beaufort, from which much valuable in- formation, in regard to the condition of. the, fort, vas obtained. on Consists of some five, or six hundred men,. but hot more than three or, four hundred are effective forces. ~ The Colonel in {p£ommand, Col. White, who is 9 West Pointer, is 

  
     

    

  

   

   

    

  
The garris    

     tasloug as it is possible to lo so He has threatened toshell both Beaufort and Moorhead. City, Which are each about a mile and a qu: ron et h $0,and as there are many.in the 
t : ; mn fort who, . hayd friends in ae Places it is probable that he does not think it policy to-carry out hig threat. 

shorotighness of 

‘| ments a 

in his De 

ind the roses are blossomi 
season will be as advance 
England. 

- __ Thesth Rhode Island battalion, Major Wright _— COgy oh, 
a com: anding, is Aceh th Newport City, (every pl of a halt iat, houses is acity here), and hay been’ ngaged in Febuilding ‘am, important ala i at that place, burned bya detach- ‘nent from Fort ) paises for that purpose four lays after the bate © at ewbern, and one day be- 4 Gitte DSTI Aat 4 ay a4) i, fore Par, ete : ait, The brid 

feet long, an Was completely destroyed, Maj r, with Lis accustomed enctgy, set to work if, as it Was essential to the inyestment of BTID 99 119TITOO oil} ef 81 ts Fort Macon that ordnance ‘an Supplies should be 
road, and assisted by M. D. 

  

   
    
   

[Marts 8 rede e Was 180 of 

étangported over the 
Field, Esq., in five days wad the bridge finished . “EIST f1)j Oleete et ne fi “ and Funning over if... ie Major antl his men apts: worked night and/day to accomplish this, and their iabors are appreciated by their superior officers, 
AslIama Rhode Islander myself, of course I feel’ considerable’ interest in the Rhode Island heys. During-the last week it has 

fortune to spend two nights with th 
Graham, 

been my good 
nem at Camp 

and it was almost like getting home. to find myself surrounded by old. friends, and greeted with aRhode Island welcome. The Battalion is in very good condition, and they are Well located n log huts, a large number of which were kindly eft by the rebels, who erected and previously oc- spied the camp. 
Major Wright, Captains Eddy, Wheeler, Dr. Potter, the able surgeon of the brigade, and other flicers hom I have not time to 

ticularly, have laid me under | 
their kindness, 

mention par- 
asting obligations by 

They found me a stranger in a strange land and they took me in and made me at tome amongst them. 
; 

nt the night at Camp 
3raham, and during the evening there was an 
larm from the pickets, thé long roll was beaten 
1nd in five minutes time every soldier was in, his 
lace and ready for an attack. Thete was no at- 
ack, and after an hour or two they were dis. 
nissed to their quarters, but slept upon their arms, here having been reports brought in of the pre- 
sence of secession cavalry within a few miles of he camp. The promptitude with which they 
‘urned out reflects credit upon, their officers for the 

_their drill and preparation. 
oT his. city is fall of soldiérs.and heayy reinforee- 

are arriving which will soon enable Gen. 
@ to wi pe out the rest of the secessionists 
partmept. 

Rees are fast becom 

Night before last I spe 

  
Bitknsid 

The t ing clothed with foliaze 
n, out,, and soon the 

as in June in New 
Ruopg IsLanpeEr. 

    

   



  

Correspondence of thé Journal), a 
The Fifth Batalion, 
Camp near Newrorr, N. GC.) , % SMa 29, 1862. hp 

Since the battléWe have b f engaged in guard: 
ing part of the Pg Evbern to Beaufort 

  

    

   

    

    

  

   
    

    

   

     
      

  

   

fend in repairing the daniage dotle to it by te re- 
: | Feating enemy. Afiéy resting? for 'a few days'in |’ 
Acamp of thie rebels, Where we had “marched im- 

Janediately after the Vidtory/ We’ WereSrdered’ to 
| Hancock Station, andteached there, Patt of us by 
‘ Hiarch along the railroad’and part bY féttacin 
fur steps albng tHe ‘mitday ‘road which” extén 
from our landing place at the mouth of Slocum’s 

 /gompahy was qitiirtered it ant oll mill, and guard" 
bridge by Which ‘the ‘Gout ‘toad’ erossés” 

the créék.’ “Phe other fot took “possesion bf an 
unoccupiéd store and post offide,' x few rods! from 
thé milroad, and sent out picket8 to gitard thé litte}. 

: ad bridge nearby. © > 0 W va: 
8) few moments the other day, and expressed his 

a Sunday morning we received matching 6 
ders again, and started about 9'o"eleek’ for News} 
port. “After’a march of a dozen ‘miles along the 
railroad, pushing our baggagé before’ws' upon 
hand ears, which were broughé with the expedi- 
tion for that “purpose, we came to ‘the’ Newport 
river, which empties into the sound betwéen More*’ 
héad City, the terminus of the Atlantic and North 
Carolina railroad, and the city of Béaufort. @foss- 

ing»the river by the county road bridge, and-wind- 
ing trough the woods for # half a mile, we’ ¢ame 
toa large camp of log huts, built with great labor 

bythe 6th regiment of North Carolinians, o¢eu- 
pied by them for the last six months, and now’as- 
sighed to us’ for’ season. Thése barracks, ‘al+ 
though built of rdagh tinhewn logs, with the chittks 
between filled with clay, are yery comfortable, 

andthe glow of the flames shooting up from the 

big logs in the wide fire*places at either end alm6st 
charms us into the imagination that we are onee 

more around the fire-side at home. The chimneys 

were curiosities to us, built as they are of pieees 
of wood laid across each other like the logs in ‘tie 

hats. The interstices between the pieces of wood 

are filled with wet clay, and the whole inside’ 6f 

the chimney and fire-place is plastered thickly 
with the ‘same material, which, after being well” 

dried, hardens and -makes the chimney perfedtly 

fire-proof and serviceable. Some of the fire-places 

are built of brick, and are as good as any in New 

  
England. 

Creek tothe city, at datk Thiitsdity,the'2och: “One't. 

hot 

i 

The néxt morning after taking Possession and 

repairing the damage to the floors and building 

which the southerners had committed in their an- 

ver at having to leave them, we commenced the 

work for which we had been ordered here, * 

A few days after the battle the commander of 

Fort Macon, fearing an advance in that diréetion, 

sent some of his men to this place and burned the 

railroad bridge. We have been clearing away the 

wrecks, and have nearly completed a new one. 

Major Wright, who has been untiring in his exer- 

tions since the commencement of the work, was 

gratified last night at seeing the first train pass 

overin safety. Before it will be complete enough 

to allow a locomotive to cross it will require to be 

firmly braced, which will take two or three days 

er, Then the road will be in condition to 

\ tars and siege guns transport to the sound the mor ; e 

and aot material for the reductien of Fort Ma- 

con, Which are, now waiting at Newbern. Gen. 

‘Burnside gladdened us all by his presence for a 

pleasure at the progress we had made. 
wwe 
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“ We were delighted Thursday the 6th by or- 

ders to go on board the ferry boat. Curlew, which 

had been worn out with travel at Philadelphia 

and was bought by the United States for this ex- 

pedition. We struck our tents at 12 and stood in 

line till about 8or 9, and then embarked on the 

Alice Price, which, after some delay in loading 

the baggage, finally carried us to our destination. 

Half the battalion found quarters on the Curlew 

and halfon the Eagle, another steam ferry boat of 

the same size. We remained on board, alternately 

shivering in the cold wind and basking” in the 

warm sunshine till on Tuesday, March 11th,*we 

started down the Sound. After endeavoring till 

4 p. m. to get off a large steamboat which was 

aground, we got under weigh, and when we turned 

in on our board shelves we were still in motion. 

At dawn the next morning we found ourselves 

at anchor nearly opposite Hatteras Inlet, and saw 

the Louisiana quietly reposing beside us. The 

bright noon sun glanced upon the calm waters 

and lit up one of the most imposing scenes which 

I have ever witnessed, as our fleet of saucy little 

gunboats and big white steamboats, and heavy 

transport propellers, and ugly but industrious 

ferryboats and’ busy, swift little tugs, started west- 

ward towards the mouth of the Neuse. We spent 

the afternoon in identifying, by the aid of a chart, 

the points of land which we passed, and when at 6 

we fairly entered the Neuse river we bade adieu 

to the belief which we had formerly held, that our 

destination was Washington, on the Pamlico river. 

Our progress was heralded along the shore by 

watch fires, which shot up dense black columns of 

smoke as we approached, and called the people 

far and near to repel and exterminate their north- 

ern invaders. As the firés faded into darkness, 

and their smoke blended with the evening mists, 

we dropped our anchor under the protecting guns 

of our navy vessels, and sought a good night’s 
sleep to prepare us for the duties of the morrow. 

In the morning the disembarkation commenced, 

and at 3 or 4p. m. the last of us were Jashore. 

We landed on a creek, from which the rebels had 
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been driven by shells from our gunboats. As we 
reached the shore in small ‘boats we pressed for. 
ward in pursuit of the mounted pickets of the ene- 
my, and drove them without oppOsition five or six 
miles past their barracks and past a splendid bat- 
tery, from which they had removed the guns in 
their flight. This battery extended from the rail- 
road to the river, and was protected by a ditch 
eight or nine feet deep. There were platforms all 
prepared for four guns, but the guns were not 

there. We could have held the work with 5000 
men against all the soldiers in North Carolina. It 
looked absolutely impregnable, except to siege 
yuns, Which we did not have. Yet they abandon- 
ed it without firing agun, We pressed on through 

the clayey mud which covered the whole road 
from our landing-place to Newbern from three to 
six inches deep, and which stuck to our feet and 
held fast our boat howitzers which the braye 
crews of the gunboats were dragging, and made | 
our weary march doubly fatiguing. At last, com- | 
pletely exhausted by our journey, the men dropped | 
around some fires that the regiments preceding us 

had built ina farm yard close by the road, and 

were soon asleep, Thad the good fortune to get 

into one of the outbuildings formerly occupied as 
a negro hut, where some’stragglers from the 4th 
Rhode Island were cooking a savory mess in the 
hrgad fire place, I accepted their cordial invita- 

tion to sit around theiy table, and wassoon absorb- 

ing moderate doses of very .good chicken soup 
made from the recent inhabitant of some deserted 
poultry yard. I had the satisfaction of calling in 
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  Capt. Wright and Lieut. Hall and inducing them 
to partake of a similar quantity of the same nour- 

| ishing dish. This was about 9 o’clock p. m,, and 
I-had not eaten anything since 9 a.m. At 1} in 

the morning we resumed our march, and-through 
pain and more clayey mud, and water over the 

clay, we came, about 3}, ta the place where the 

other companies of our battalion were who had 

landed before us. We again wrapped our blankets 

around us and lay down upon the “ground to 
}| sleep,” 
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» At G TR oe line was formed, and as the 
led many a poor fellow answered to 

his name for the last time on earth. At about 8 
o’clock we were told that we were to be the third 

in the fight, and soon after the heavy firing on the 

    
Whistling close to our cars, and halted only inside | 

'] the breastworks, with the 4th in .adyance inside | 

| the main battery—the enemy in retreat. The fire | 

from the left of our position still continued, and 

after forming line under it to repel an expected 

advance announced that the work had begun.— i} charge, we were ordered to turn to the left, take 

Soon the order “Forward !”” was passed along our | 

eager lines, and the 5th was in motion for the field. 

As we filed past Gen. Burnside, we glanced at 

his noble countenance, and caught from his look a 

newW inspiration for the conflict before us. Silent- 

ly we deployed into the thick woods, all intent 

upon the new sounds of musketry and artillery in 

full play upon our position. 

screaming through the trees, cutting the branches 

in its course, passed near the General, and ex- 

ploded far off behind. “Then, as if at the signal, 

the woods on our right resounded with the reports 

of heavy guns and musketry, like rain upon a 

seething sea. We advanced, halting now and 

then, and obeying the order to lie down while 

showers of lead whizzed by our ears and brought 

down twigs and branches from every tree, Nota 

few, too, clipped almost musically by in close 

proximity to our heads and limbs ; but here fortu- 

nately no one was struck. I was most agreeably 

surprised to see our men steadily advance at the 

word, nor make the least motion backwards. At 

last we came to a deep ravine, or rather a series 

of hills and gullies thrown together in inextricable 

confusion, and were told that the great battery of 

the enemy had been taken by part of the Massa- 

chusetts 21st, but could not be held by the smail 

number who entered, and was consequently retaken | 

by the enemy. We were ordered to fall in behind 

the 4th Rhode Island and the 8th Connecticut ; 

but the 8th halted and allowed us to take our po- | 

sition next the 4th. ‘Then “ Charge, Rhode Is!- 

and !’’ was the ery, and on we ran over stumps and | 

fences, up a steep bank, across an open space, the | 

bullets all the time keeping time to our steps and 
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up a position under the brow ofa small sand ridge, 

covered, as the whole battle field was, with tall 

tvees and thick underbrush. Here, after haying 

crossed the hot fire from the rebel rifle pits and 

battery beyond’ fhe railroad twice, we fired-onr 

first volley—advancing to the brow of the bill, tak- 

in@ aim, firing, and then retiring a few steps to 

load. That volley, the prisoners told us after- 

wards, killed fifteen men. We slackened the fire 

of the enemy at that point three times; but were 

interrupted by a rumor that we were firing into 

our own men. The fog and smoke and dense 

wood. prevented us from seeing anything fora 

while, but as a puff of wind for a moment clvared 

the view in front, we saw with joy that we were 

firing at the grey coats and caps of real enemies. 

Now the 4th, who had been doing good service   somewhere near the centre of the enemy, beyond 

| the large battery, were ordered to support us, and 

to advance with their flag, as we had none. They 

filed past on our left, and scattering through the | 

woods in our front, rushed down over the railroad, 

across rifle pits and gullies, and with one shout 

carried the concealed battery beyond, and decided 

the victory. Our advance was now undisputed 

and triumphant. The railroad and the turnpike 

led us straight into Newbern. We took two camps 

in which the fires were still burning, and'the bread 

leftin the mixing troughs. ‘The 4th was stationed 

in one and the 5thin another. Just as our tired 

limbs were warning us that they could not carry 

us much farther, the news was brought us, “our 

gunboats are at the wharf in Newbern.”” We ar- 

rived at our camp in time to eat the warm bread 

baked by the ghemy- 
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Gounespondence of the JOurnal. 

The Capiure of Fort Macon. 

"Forr Macon, Friday, April 25, 

Fort Macon js at length ours. The infinite la- 

bor of many weeks is finally rewarded. 

Between two and three weeks ago four batteries 

weré erected on the sand hills in front of the fort. 

The nature of the ground is very undulating. Our 

engineers took advantage ofthis, and behind these 

sand hills, whichaverage from three to six feet in |) 

height, erected’ sirong walls’ of sand bags, haying 
first cut down evenly 6 sides of tho banks near-~ 
est them. 

‘The battery the sain distanco from “the fort ,, 
mounted four tenainch mortars. The next one 

four heavy Parrott siege guns. 

brasure ; this was not used atall. The siege guns 

did terrible execution, making immense holes in! 

the brick walls of the fort, in fact, going right" 

throughthem. The fighting commenced at a quar- 

ter past six this morning. 

ters were on the banks. 

tioned at Beaufort, and company G at Carolipa 

City. All the 5th Rhode Island Volunteers wer 

on. the banks, together with one Connecticut regi 

ment and a part of another. The Connecticu 
regiments were the first, I think, to land. They 
refused to do picket duty, 

Parke, ‘‘I will have men who will.” 

companies of the 4th and all the 5th were sent for, 

and went upon duty immediately, 

hundred and fourteen were thrown into the fori. 

Seven rebelswere killed and fourteen wounded 1, 

Does it not seem wonderful that where so mucl | 

ammunition was expended, so few were injured ‘ |! 
o| Beaufort. 

We had one man killed, who. carelessly. mountec 

one of the batteries and exposed his whole perso 

to the enemy, and another wounded. 

before the battle—yesterday—James Ballou oi 

company D, 5th Rhode Island Volunteers, losi 

his big toe by being hit by a piece of shell. 

firing was hottest between eleven and_ half-pas 
eleveno’clock. The gunboats then steamed u) 

in regular order and banged away at the fort— 

The two floating batteries in the sound followed 

their example, and the sand batteries kept up ai 

incessant cay the fort fired away 

   

The one in front ' 

of thafTour eight-inch mortars, while the battery | 

nearest the fort consisted of one field piece in em- 

  

    

  

    

    

  

    

    

   
   

   

We began it by firing 

six shots. After some time they replied with a) 

thirty-two pounder and a ten-inch columbiad.— } 

Right companies of the 4th Rhode Island Volun. © 

Company A being sta. } 

“Well,” said Genera) ¢ 

The eigh <“ 

Out of fourteen hundred shells fired by us fou: |! parole. 

The day.jsi 

The 

shooner 
leavi ing | 
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The Ellis, captured at licabeth ( City, fired “e 

or threé guns, but finally withdrew, as she war 

justly afraid of the large pieces of the fort. The 

gunboats did not work at any other time, excep: 

at this brief period, on account of the continual 

rolling of the waves. C 

We dismounted fifteen of their guns, At twelya 

o’cloek one shot irom our batteries dismounted 

two or three of their thirty-two pounders. The 
eoncussion killed every man in the vicinity. 

Just as the ehemy were bringing their guns tc 

bear, at half-past four o’clock, a flag of truce wa: 
seen. Capt. Pell of Gen. Burnside’s- staff and 

Lieut. Hill-of Gen. Parké’s;"tied a handker 

chief to a stick as a substitute, and sallied forth tc 

meet it. When they got out into the open field ix 

full range of the enemy’s guns, the flag had disap- 

peared. They certainly were in an interesting po- 

sition, Whoknew but.yhat it might be a ruse ‘ 

No. It soon reippeared. It had been concealec 

by itsdescent through the entrance ofthe fort.— 

They asked to. betconducted to Gen-“Parke. Be 

ing introduced into his presence} they assured him 

of their present willingness to accept the terms of- 

fered them..in the. beginning, namely, to uncon- 

ditionally surrender the fort and its stores, and tc 

solemnly promise or affirm that they would no: 

take up arms against the United States, until reg- 

ularly exchanged. How many of them will kee} 

it, who knows? Already some of these very offi- 

cers have begun to talk treason in the streets. 

Gen. Burnside has commanded that in all sucl 

cases the offender shall be stripped of his uniform, 

and put in the common lock-up until he comes t 

his senses, as that permission is not included in 

All such orders will be energetically 

carried out by the patriotic Major Allen of the 4th 

Rhode Island Volunteers, who is now militar) 

commanéer of Beaufort and vicinity. The Majo: 

is exceedingly popular with the inhabitauts oi 

His affable, gentlemanly manners, and 

his uniform conduct have won him the respect o! 

all. Should he be called away to other duties th: 

citizens would raise_a regular outcry and demand 

his return. It is to be earnestly hoped that hx 

may be continued in the position which he fills sc 

| ceeded to the Southwest tass, and thence 

head of the Passes W. ith all the ships and stt 
a e Banh? 

  

 


