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lNTRODliCTION 

It was actually about thiL·ty-cight years ago that 1 learner! •>J: th,: 

existence of twenty-thrge letters written to his wife Elizabe•h by my 

kinsiD&n Josiah Robert Peele l::llh, a well-to-do planter who lived in \Hison 

County, North Carolina, about a mile northwest of Stantonsburg, where Lhe 

road forks in the raspective directions of Black Creek and Wilson. At chat 

time 1 made copics of the letters and nlso of th.., info~mation ruc.>rcic·d in 

the family Bible. 

J. R. P. Ellis was born on July 11, 1821, in what was then Edgecombe 

County, and was the only child of Lewis Ellis by his first wife, Mary Paule, 

daughter and only heir of Robert Peele VI of the distinguished vld ~akl'r 

family. His father later married a young widow named Zilla (Morris) Simms 

who bore him an additional ten children. The family lived comfortably and 

the boys were educated at Hopewell Academy which 'numbered their father amnn~; 

its founders and trusto<as. Lewis Ellis died in 1854, and the Wilson t:ounty 

Census of 1860 estimated the real and personal wealth of his eldest son at 

$6,630 (well over $100,000 at 1977 values). 

Josiah Ellis was apparently drafted for military service through son~ 

official inadvertence, but was too proud not to join nis friends and relations 

who were already serving in Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops 

Regiment, C. s. A. Leaving at hon1e his wife and ten children whose ages 

extended from seventeen years to ten months, he is recorded as having reported 

for .mt:oll~~~ent .at Camp· Holnlaa •. on November .23, .1863, ,The'last surviving 

Company Muster Roll, that of July and·August, 1864, found him on active uuty, 

but we know from other sources that he received a fatal wound lat<! in Sep-

tember and died in OctobcL·, 1864, a~ Lincoln M'i.litary Hospitn 1 in Washi>o,_Lo!'• 
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The Forty-Third Regiment contained ten Companies, including C from 

·'t Wilson County and E from Edl!ccombe County, LieuLenant-Colont?l Thomas .c. 
-~: 

Kenan would become a prominent citizens of Wilson after the war, whil~ 

Surgeon William T. Brewer was already living in the vicinity of Black 

Creek in 1860, Adjutant Drury l~cy, Jr., was a ~on of th~ Reverend Drury 

Lacy·who served as Chaplain of General Military Hospital No. 2 at Wilsoo> 

during the Civil War, 

Josiah Ellis reached the Forty-Third just in time to participatP. in 

the action against Meade's Army at Mine Run on November 26, 1863, Th~ 

Federals retreated north of the Rapidan River, and both armies built end 

settled into their winter quarters. However, Ellis's Regiment was detached 

aud sent to eastern North Carolina as a part of Hoke's Brigade, Pickett's 

Division, Their first action was to drive tha Yankees back to New Bet·n fn,m 

their position at Bachelor's Creek Bridge. 

Baing unable to have any success against the main enemy works at Hew 

Barn, they marched to Kinston and remained for several weeks before going 

t~ Plymouth, and, assisted by the ram Albemarle, pnrticipating in the attncks 

of April 18·20, 1864, chat culminated in the surrender of the Town anrl th" 

withdrawal of the enemy flotilla. The next engagements occurred on the 

._,_. afternoon of May 2 and the morning of Hay 3 about nine miles from W•lshin~;t..,,, 

(North Carolina), and "the enar.·;~ were forced back in a running fight within 

sight· of the town," 

····""Before Washington could be taken, their Brigade was ordered to go 

immediately to· Kinston and thence to Petersburg. The 43rd was the first 

Regimant to arrive there and was sent immediately into the weakly q13nned 
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entrenchments in ft:ont of the City, facing General Butier 1 s threat, After 

the other troops arrived, they participated in rapid movemo:tts over a 

distance of about thirty miies from south of Petersburg to north of Ri.chmor.d, 

concluding with a violent attack upon the Federals at Drewry's B!ufi at day-

light on May 16, 1864, 

.. !laving captured a batteL'Y and helped to drive the fleeing enemy til 

Bermuda Hundred, the 43rd Regiment was ordered to march tn Drewry's Bluff 

and to proceed by boat to Richmond and by rail to Milford Station, in the 

dil'ection of Fredericksbu•·g, where they detrained and marched to the vicinity 

of Spottsy1vania Court House by the night of May 21, again embodied into the 

Army of Northern Virginia, After over sixty miles of hard marching, they 

confronted ·the FederaL forces near Hanover Junction on May 23, but Company 

.c saw little action • 

. The enemy withdrew about nightfaLl, and the enr.ire Confederate force 

began an advance towards Richmond that was broken bv iight skirmishes on ~~y 

3l: :and June 1, the Battle of Gaines's Mill on June l, and the sharp Battle of 

· .. Go:J.d Harbor on .June 3, after which they camped for ten days at Gaines's Mill 

before receiving orders to continue to Lynchburg, which they reached ,,n Jun~ 

18, ·The enemy withdrew without offering battle, and the pursuit invol.ved 

·only. tight skirmishing at Liberty, at Buford's 'Gap on·..rune. 20, and .Saiem' 
··,.; 

"' ·~. the next day, On June 23 they continued towat·ds th·• Potonltlc_. Rivet',· raachin1; 
.:• 
l :.Staunton on June Z1 and llarpet·• s Forry on July 4, which they occupied amid 

consid~rable· skirmishing on July 5, followed by a battle in 'he rear of 

Maryland·Heights on July 6, 1864, 

.• ~assing through Crampton's Gap, the Confederate forces reached Frederick 

on July 9 and drove General Lew wallace's Division from its posilion on thc' 

Monocacy Ri.ver. The next day they started towards Washington and reached 
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Fort Stevens at midday of July 11, "within sight of the dome of the Federal 

Capitol." After some sharp fighting and the arrival of two fresh enemy corps, 

they withdrew on the n!l.ght of July 12 and crossed the Potomac River ne.u-

Leesburg on July 14. "Thus, within thirty days the army of which the fony-

Third composed a part had marched about five hundred miles and taken part in 

not less than twelve battles and skirmishes, in most of which the enemy w<>n' 

defeated with severe losses." 

Followed by Union troops, they crossed the Blue Ridge Mountain~ at 

Snicker's Gap on July 17, 1864. Turning upon their pursuers near Snickc<r~s 

Ford, they inflicted fairly heavy losses by drivir.g them into the Shenandoah 

River. Having moved towards Strasburg on July 19, they arr~ved at Fisher's 

Hill the next day. On July 24 they assisted in the attack upon the enemy at 

Kernstown and the pursuit across the Potomac River for some distance into 

Maryland. Involved altoost daily in marching and counter-marching, the Re1;ime11t 

took part in battles at Winchester on August 17, Charlesto>.: on AUI(USL 21, 

.. Smithfield on August 29, Bunker's Hill on September 3, (second) Winchester on . · 
September 19, and Fisher's Hill on September 22. 

Since the Confederate forces were defeated in the last engagement and 

forced to retreat up the Valley of Virginia as far as Waynesboro befnt·,. 

receiving sufficient reinforcements to stop their pursurers, it appe«t·s alr.:ost 

certain that Josiah Robert l'ecl!! llllis received his subsequ.,ntly fnlal wound 

and was among the men captured on September 22, 1864. Between October 1 and 

13 the Forty-Third Regiment slowly worked its·vay down the Valley and back to 

Fisher's Hill. On the night of October 18 they moved to the left rear of the 

Federal Clamp at Cedar Creek, upon which they made a successful attack the next. 

morning; but increasing enemy strength forced thent to withdraw in the after-

noon and to retreat under pressure back to their old position at New ~~rket, 



The successful repulse of a foray by a considerable body of union cavalry .>car 

there about November 22, 1864, terminated the noted "Valley Campaign" of 1864. 

Hugh Buckner Johnston 

Wilson, North Carolina 

May 20, 1977 
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[To his"wifi/1· 

Z:Undated, ·<.~t late in 1863, 
probably just prior to his 
l~aving for VirginiaJ 

I· was glad 'to hear that Cole2 and TomY3 got home safe, If any of you 

come, you wil'l nave to get a pass to come··over the bridge, Direct your letc<>rs 

to·J. R; P, Ellis, K:l.n.ston, 4 43 R<•gt., Co, c, IInke's Brigade, 5 Pickett's Divi .. inn.~> 

I also desire your prayers. Your affectionate husband until death, 

J, R. P, ELLIS 

P, S, They have ~topped the daily mail. 'l'he mai.l only comes Honday and Thursday, .. , . 

(2) 

Camp near Moden Ford,
7 

Dec, 4/63 
R . 

Dear.Wife and Children: 

Having a favorable opportunity I will endeavor to drop you a few lines to 

let you kn~w I'am still living, 1 left Kinston on Sunday, th~ 22nd of Novcmb~r. 

I•was·sent·to'Goldsboro and then to Raleigh, and then to Camp Holmes8 and was 

enrolled." "l'bey told me that I had to go to Lee's Army9 or Bragg 1 s, 10 so 1 am 

With'the 43 Regt, with Rufus 11 and Edwin Amerson. 12 I got to this Company 

fast Thurada'y 'night at 11 cl'clock, We left Orange Court Hous.,
13 

about sunset 

a'n'd wafked''about 'is miles. I had been there about 30 minutes when we received 

orders 'to 'march, ·so'·we had to start and march 7 or 8 miles. We ware then .l'lrched 

:tn .a· Une of· 'ba'ttle and remained there until day. And then "'" started and marched 

until aboUt '9 o'clock and then we met the Yankees and throwed in a line of battlll. 

--------------""<t!'l'('l,iif!!lr:ILJWUZ!L<"l. -.:~·~~-~-· . ;JO;fr.~;· ~~ 
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And then in about ten minutes the sharpshooters were firing. They kept up 

shooting unti 1 night, and then we fell back some 2 ot· 5 n1iles and wcnL to 

throwing up breastworks, and tf you ever saw pool" fellows wol"k, then wos the 

time. 

About sunrise th<: shat·pRhoot~>t·s were sent oul again. I wns ,;conl wf th 

them and by the time we got to our post we saw L11e Yanks coming, and rn t1bnu L 

5 minutes tthey were shooting us and the bullets were coming whistling. ln 

about 10 min11-tes a ball struck a man in the face, and I had to help tote him 

off the field with the balls striking all around me. Two stl."uck a man that 

was on my side a-touching me. There is no use in telling you ahout being 

scared, for it will scare the most of the time, We got our breastworks done 

and I felt. ):olerable easy under the circumstances. We Lay there· 4 d~ys a-

waiting for the Yank to advance on us, but on the 4 night they left us &ld 

we started after them, but I did not want to catch them much, so we l."an them 

over the Rapidanl4 and then we turned back and .mal."chcd so•ne ll o•· 10 mile& und 

struck up camp and stayed all night, so we started back to our old camp. 

help bury a dead_ man this morning. 

I received your lettel." that you send me my A. J, Ellis 15 tmd was glad 

to hear that you and children were well excepts colds, and still hope thaL you 

are still enjoying the same blessing. You said something about hirins Eas and 

Emily, 16 You can do as you please, but I think you had bettc.r hire them if 

they don• t ask tpo much for them, You had better try to make support if you 

can, _Encourage the childl."en to be smart and saving and careful, for you and 

they are left dependent on your own exertions for a living, and I sincerely 

hope you will do well. 

I must come to a close. 

.J. R. P. ELLIS 
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(3) 

The Cam.> of the 4Jrd Dec, 'ich 1~(>3 

Dear Wife and Children: 

This may inform you and family that I am very um•ell though I am up, 

I have a very heavy cold and cough, I have to lie out and take the weather as 

it comes, We have no shr.lter At all tn protect us. I have to drill 4 hours a 

day, Cooking and drilling tak" all our time, We have to tote our wood nearly 

a half-mile, lt is very cold here now, and I suffer with cold a-nights. 

have not cover enough to keep me warm. I have as much as I can tote, and in 

faot niore :l.f lihave too•:march much, so don't send me any clothes or COV«L', 

got a permit.·td go and see the boys in Staton•s 17 old Co, 1 am with the boys 

now.· They all seem glad to see me and it makes me feel proud to see so many 

of my old friends, The boys are all well here, 

You have no idea how badly I want to see you and the children. 1 w~ulrl 

give"all tho money .you have got just to be with you and if I could stay and 

not· be troubled, but. that time has passed, I:am·.afraid,. Lleut, KilletlS wants 

Wyatt. Lynch19 to bring him a qt, of the old peach brandy. You can let hi.m have 

1t,·,and T, Barn!!s20 wants a qt., too. You can send it, also, and send n~e .1 qt, 

by Wyatt~tf he will bring it, They want it for Christmas. They will pay me 

foi::f:t., ·.,. · ·, 

:Tbomas·Mumford2l wants a~ bushel of potatoes, Send them if you can by 

anybody, ... Write as·soon as this comes to hand, Don't put it off a minute, for 

I want to·hear,from you once a week without fail. I must come to a ~lose as 

Tom wants to·send some in this letter, so nothing more, only I remain yours as 

ever,·' · 

J, R. P, ELLIS 
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Thomas Mumforo sends his best rc.:spf!cts to all and wants you to 

him, He'aays the letter that was sent to you was written to Bedy22 and th~y 

made a mistak'e and ·backed· it to you, so that is the way the mistake was made!, 

He wants ·you to forgive him for it, Nothing more. 

THO, MUMFORD 

(4) 

Camp of the 4Jt·Regt, N. C, State Troops 

Sunday Dec, 13th/63 

Dear. Wife&' Children: 

1 received your letter this morning. 1 cannot express the Joy and comfort 

it affored me to hear from you and the children and to hear that you and tha 

family were well. This leaves me wall except a cold and cough. Bettia, 1 

know that you were troubled when you heard of .my misfortune, but .the·reis no usc 

to grieve about it, 1 am certain that somebody was the cause of it or elsa 

they would have conscribed nearly all the Company, They singled out a few of 

u'S and let' the 'rest stay, But maybe it is all for the best, for 1 am among a 

heap of mignty good boys here, I heard more cussing in the Company at Kinston 

iri one day than I have heard sinca I have been in camp in Va. I hardly ever 

hear an o1t'th here, The boys have been very kind to me since I have been her<!, 

·particularly 'Rufus and Edwin Amerson, The night I got to camp they had al t 

drawn their'2 days• rations ready to march, and the provisions had been sent 

back ··so ·w~· could 'not draw any at all, 

Rufut·and Edwin'divided their rations with me, If it had not been for them 

1 should' fiave suffered, 1 shall never forgat the boys for their kindness to me, 

,.~ 
~~ 
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and it ljl&y be that I can do so...,•·hing for them to pay them for their kindn.oss. 

I ha~e seen a good many of my old acquaintances since 1 have been h~~e. 

They all seem to be surprised at seeing me here, and if the hnys had thGir 

way I should go home, The officers have been mighty kind to me and C.apt.. 

Bacnes23 .seems to bate it mighty bad. He said he would send me home if he 

had his way and let me stay there. Betty, there i~ no ch,~ncc Lu ~:et a ""·~ 

laugh, for there are men in this Company that have never had a furlou~h ;incc 

they have been in service, so you know they will come before n~e, so then' is 

no chance for rae. You said you wanted to hire Lewis. 24 I think ynu h<td h<:l t••r 

hire him lf you can, and hire Eas and Em:' if you can. I don't know what to say 

about the price, or at least I want you to hi.e enough to have all the land that 

lay out• and the orchard anyhow, if not the graveyard piece. I would have that 

field where the tar trough is sowed in small grain where it is strong enou~h to 

bring it, I want to know where you sowed rye, Hire Lcwi11 if you can, You had 

better get W, Barnes, 25 Edwin Barnes,26 and I. U, Amerson27 to assist you in 

hiring the negroes and instruct you about your business. am in hopes they 

will take some interest in my business. You must do like you did by the wheat. 

If you want Lewis give whatever they ask, so hire him anyway, but don't be in 

too big a hurry about it, Try to find out what she asks for him and let me 

know, . Betty, you must be saving with your corn for I know it is scarce, You 

must enc9urage the bo)&s and try to get them to work, for they haven't got "'" to 

provide.,for them now, Betsy, l am in hope you will get along and make a pienty 

to live on and pay your expenses, Willie, 28 nnw is the time for ycou end lloh29 

to sh~ your siiiB.rtness. Just show the folks that you can work. It will be th<' 

makina of.you;: for life, You are doing ~ight to send the children to school. 

Send them all you can spare. 

You said you reckoned I wanted to hear something about To be. 30 You know 



that··11pa!l" ·as he calls ·me always wants to hear from him, Tell him that I 

dreamed ·of hugging :and kissing him last Friday night and "pap" was mighty 

urieaay about him, You Dl!)st bake him some cakes and let "pap's" boy have some 

just when we warits them, Tell him tha.t "pap" will come home soma time to se'' 

him if he'lives, but he don't know when, Give my respects to all the neighbors 

and'inquiring .friends, 

Nothing more at present, only 1 remain yours truly, 

;.·· J. R, P, ELLIS 

To·Betty Ellis, Write soon and give me all the news. 1 !ike to hav., 

forgot: send me· some stamps in your next letter for I cannot get any her.,, 

1 cannot··pay for this letter. You oust send me some pepper by Lynch and senti 

me and'Killet some brandy, 

' ~ ' 

Dear Wife E. ChiJ:Giren: 

(5) 

Camp of the 43rd Regt. N. C, 

December 21st. 1863 

l· received your kind letter on the 16th of lnst., but could not &nS'INr 

it until" thi11 morn'ing on account of the duty 1 have to perform and the bad 

weatn.r~ We have had several very cold days and right smart rain, and 

consequently being exposed to the weather 1 can•·wri te only in gond weather, 

1 know: you think long of the time, for I know you want to hear from me every 

day ·or. ·two, for 'I know· I think very long of the time if 1 don't get a letter 

every:week, but 1 am in hopes you will excuse me as my chance iR so bad and 

write me ·regul·arly· if 1 do not to you, 

• ··I 'am sorry· for poor little Martha, 31 for 1 know the toothach" is bad enough 
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. • for grown folks,· let alone a poor little child, Tell all the little children 

that pappy said howdy, Hug and kiss them for me, for you don• t know how 

b.3dly I Wllnt to see you and tlw childt·Pn, l would giv~. mor" to '"'" you .u11l my 

poor little babies than anything in this wor'ta; but it. is out or thl! qucstion, 

for I don't expect to see you all soon if ever in this troublesome world, but 

I will'live.in hopes that I shall see you all again ~ome time, 

Betsy, I am now on the banks of the Rapidan on picket: I can see lhe 

Yankees whenever I look across the River, and hear their drums heating whl lr• 

I am writing to·you, I stayed here last night in the cold, and I expect to 

have to·stay tonight, It is mighty cold here now and looks like snowing, but 

that,~s what the boys want to see. They say if it would snow we could have 

a little. rest, 

You wrote to know what to do about selling that barrel of brandy. T would 

not selL·tt·yet, for you don't need the money, I don 1 t want you to retail it 

out, :·I just wanted you to sand me and X:i llet 3 qts, for Christmas and kt:ep 

the· balance until you hear from me, B;,tsy, you can hire Eas and Em if you 

think-~ou can make them work, for th;,y are worth $75 Dollars, I reckon if times 

keep Jl!£ke;.· they are now you can hire Lewis if you can, Betsy, I want Y•·u to 

pay Penny32 and:Susan Edmondson33 for their negroes, and also pay Stephen 

Woodard3.~ .a· note that he holds against me, or get somebody to do it for you, 

Betsy, •I. don't .want you to expose yourself too much and lay yourself up, bul 

think you bad .better try lo c•.trry on the farm about 1 ik•" 1 did, lf yuu don' l. 

you wi-ll have· .to sell some of the stock, if you don• t have to anyway, Betsy, 

be saving with the corn, for now is tha time to .commence 'Sa'lt.i.ng it, and be 

saving. with the cow feed, 

Betsy, I can't think of anything el.~e now as I know of nothing that woul 

be any -profit to you, so good- bye until you hear from your husband again, 

Write soon and let me hear all the news, 

J. R. 1?, ELLIS 



some stamps. 
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camp of 43 Kegn. Jan, 3rd 1864 

Dear Wife and Children: 

1 read;both :of your letters, One came to hand last Monday da"ted Dec. 

24, and··the other one Thursday 31st. They both found me well excE'pt a cold. 

I was glad' to hear from you and the family and to hear that you were all well, 

and I ·stiU live-in hopes that you are all enjoying good health, I haven't 

written to.you·since last Monday was a we~k ago. know that you think long of 

the time, .. but Betsy, I haven't got the chance to write when I want to, though 

I am in hopes that a: shall have a better chance from now for we have moved in 

winter quarters, 

Betsy, we had a sorry Christmas. 1 did not have my brandy to drink 'md but 

very little to eat, The night b!!fore Christmas we received a dzspatch th<.L th~ 

~ees·were advancing in a heavy force, so consequently we receivecl orders 

to·be.ready to march in a momant 1 r. notice, so we had t<> lie with our equipru;•• 

where we·could lay our hands on it an any time, But th~ night passed away 

until ;daybreak Christmas morning, when we were called out and fell in rani" 

ready to march, W<> remained in rnnks a short tiiiiP. and then we wer.:! oL·derml to 

stack our arms but not pull oH our knapsacks, or cartL·idg,, bo><.•s, So w<• t.:md•n•·:! 

aU day·'in that·'fix until about sunset we· were ordered down on the river on 

picket, owhere we. stayed until Saturday about 1 o'clock. We were then celievt!d, 

so you·can guess·how I spent Christmas, 

. '.We· .then :s1:61:.ted ·for our .winter quarters, where I am now, We had to ma•·ch 

.some 12 or 15 miles, Betsy, 1 never was so.oearly broken down in my life, w~ 

WJLSON COUNTY PUBLIC UBRARY 



got to our camps about one hour in th" night, Then it commenced :raiili!)g and 

it rained 2 days and nights off and on, so we had a bad time of it you • .a·· 

depend, Tuesday 1 worked all C:ay for the Cap, ,35 so on Wedno,:,.sday 1 W"nt to 

work on me a house. Thursday it rain.,d all day, but it did not stop '"" !rom 

work ·for 1 had to stay in the rain anyway, so 1 worked with all my might, 

Betsy, 1 have done as hard a w<!ek' s work as ever 1 did in my life, so I am 

nearly br.olceu .down but 1 have got my house so 1 can live in it and ke"p J1·y n.1d 

and warm in the day time. I am not done with it yet. When I get it don· i.t 

will be.very· comfortable, 

Betsy,. 1 think you had better take your little family of children end 

come and live with me, Betsy, you say you want to see me very bad, I know 

you do, but,that· .. is out: of the question for there is no chance for n1e to come 

home, so it is not worth while to think about it. 1 am in hopes you will de• the 

the best you can and pr6v;l.de for my poor little chi~dren the best you can, 

and in the meantime take care of yoursei.f, Betsy, you must do the b<,st yr;u 

can.about h.iring somebody to work, Hire Lewis if you want to and pay for h.lm 

when ·you.hire him. 1f Mrs. Whitley36 will have the pay, maybe you can get him 

a U •. t.tle· lower. Get Wash Barnes37 or Mr, Amerson38 to assist you if you cau 

about ·bit'ing •someone to work for you, for I can• t assist• you as 1 know of, ,;o 

I am in:•hopes: that some of the neighbors will assist and instruct you how t" 

. farm.··.· •. 

• Betsy, 1 want to know how many hogs you fattened, how many :,barrels of. 

corn· ,and· how. many potatoes you had, and how many sows and pigs and shoats, 

and :if .. you will'·have cow feeri enough &c. Betsy, you nust be sparing with "" .L 

and .corn.· 1. only get k of a pound a day and I have missed drawing 3 days tills 

week, so that left me J/4 of a pound a week. I get one pound of flour a day, 

but we miss drawing flour some days. 1. is pretty close living but l hav;• •nac!., 

------· .. ------- .. 



out: not to· suffer much yet. r am afraid we shall have to live on a heap 

less yet if the war •oCDJiil!i:naes mach long&. 

Betsy, I had a rarity this n~rning for breakfast. 1 had some cofiee 

and sugar, I thought of you when I was drinking it and wished you had l.t to 

drink for your breakfast. We have been drawing sugar and coffee thi:. we"k• 

and if I keep drawing it I am going to send you some coffee, We draw a 

spoonful apiece a day, and J am going to save mine and send it to you, 

had· rather you had it to drink than to drink it ooyselC. Betsy you can lt:t 

Jane Rogers39 have that sow and pigs, for l reckon you have got more than 

you can ~eed, 'You can get somebody to tell you what she is worth, 

:Tell Mr. Barnes and Amerson that I am very muc;, obliged to them fol· 

assisting you·about the pork. Betsy, you may keep the cloth for I don't 

need ·it here for I can't tote many clothes here, Keep them for me until 

come ·home or let the boys have it if they need it. think you and Kato40 

have been smart since I left a-getting cloth, Betsy, I am afraid you do 

attend to Jour loom too much and neglect the out of door business, 'lou uou;;t 

attend·to: the farm as well as the loom, Betsy, you wanted to know how they 

broke up the Co, at Kinston, I cannot tell you, for I do not kn~w, though 

l think somebody was the cause of it. 

James Woodard41 left here la,;t Honday and I sunt the carpet sack by him 

and also·l pair of cloth shoes and l pair of drawers and l shirt and 1 bnttle. 

I drew·,·the· clothes at Raleigh, Don• t send me any clothes until 1 write for 

some,; ;I want you to quit whipping my boy·· and let hion eat in my place and 

be. in· my place, I want you to bake my boy some cakes and let hin1 have a 

plenty• of.· tbear .. to. eat, I dream about being in the neighborhood nearly evc.·y 

night' and being with the children, but when I awakP. I am a long way from you 

and my baby, 1 am in hopes that you will get along •~ell, lt is dark and I 

must come to a close, so good-bye by dear wife and children until you hear fn>m 



your affectionate husband ag&in, 

J. R, P. ELLIS 

(7) 

Camp of tha 43 Regt, 

Jan, 6th/64 

Dear Wife, 

I received your box and its contents last night about 8 o'clock, and 
.. ;; ,· 

will assure you that I was wall pleased with my Christmas present, for it 
!:•. 

came in a good time, for I had just eaten up all t~~ rations I had and did 

not have enough, I was just talking about being at home and having good 

things &c when the news came to me that thE: baKes had come to the wagon again, 

so I pitched off through the snow and fell in a clay-hole and wrenche::: my foot, 

but I am much obliged to you for it anyway, for it has been a gt·eat fri<:nd 

to me. 

Betsy, I never found yours until this evening just ~t nighl, s~tty, 

there is a letter on the way for you, 

so I shall· write you a short letter this time. Send me some more to 2at ,.h.-n 

it is convenient, Betty, I shoulcl be mighty glad to se9 you and my childr.:n, 

but it is ·llut of the question, I would like to know how the horses loolt, an<! 
.. · ... 

cows, and stock generally, Willie fiKed my box splendidly, I \<ant the children 

to :w.tot:ta to me and let me know how th'!>y amount on learning, I \<rote Mr. Barnes 
··.:: . 

a letter a few days back, I want you all to· write apori, I· must come to· a close 
. 'I .• I~ .:•. 

as it is getting dark. 

Nothing more, only I rzmain your loving husband, 
·::.:!•! 

J. R, P. ELLIS 
I <t ', .:~ ' 
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My loving wife, 

{8) 

Camp of the 43rd, Danir.l•s Brigade42 

January 19th 1864 

I read your welcome letter of the 13th instant. It reached me on the 

27th. I was sorry to hear that my two little babies were sick, but I am in 

hopes that they are both well by this time or before now. I was glad to hear 

that you snd the rest of the family were well. I am in hopes that this will 

find you and family enjoying the best of health, and I am in hopes that you 

all still enjoy good health while I am absent from you. Betsy, you did right 

in hiring Lewis, notwithstanding you had to pay a big price for him. You must 

feed him less and make him work more and try to make him earn the money. He 

will be worth more to you than anybody else j.ou could have hired, if he will 

be. 

Betsy, I want you and the boys to do the best you can with the farm and 

get Mr. Amerson and Mr. Barnes to tell you what is the best t~ do and how to 

get along with your business and sow oats. If you have not got enough seed 

oats, you had better get some.II reckon. I wanted to know when you sowed 

your rye, but you never have written to me in what field. I am in hope&··. 

you can make to eat and pay expenses. If you do, you will do mighty well. 

Betsy, you say you have paid out $700 Dollars and it is all the money I left 

for you to spend·and'it'is all you have got. getsy, I don't understand this. 

I thought I left about 16 or 17 hundred Dollars in Confederate money and 11 

bonds one hundred Dollars each and 230 Dollars in bank bills, and if seven 

hundred Dollars has taken it all I do not know what to think. It seems to me 

you ought to have some 9 or 10 hundred Dollars in Co~federate money now, besides 

the bonds, and if you have used it for anything you want and neud, and if ynu 

have not got any besides the bonds, use them or sell the brandy, for 20 gallons 
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get money enough for you to use a while. 

Betsy, 1 want you to explain this money matter in your next letter and 

let me know how it is. Betsy, I want you to get somebody to take those 

bonds and get the interest paid on them. Mr. Ed Barnes or Wash Barnes will 

take them foe" you and get Someone that h"going to Raleigh to get the intet:"esl 

for you. 'f •. Mumford is going home and you may let Willie come with him Lf 

you are a-mind to. Let him bt:"ing something to eat, for it is scat:"ce het:"e. 

Let him take some in a bag so he can tote it. A box will be too much tt:"ouble. 

1 woul~ be glad if you could pay StP.phen Woodard the note he holes against 

me if it ain't paid. Tell Tobe howdy and kiss him for pap. I reed. the 25 

Dollars sent by A, J, Ellis to Kinston, 

I remain as evet:", 

Dear wife, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(9) 

Gat:"ysburg43 43 Reg. N. C. Troops 

Januat:"y 26th 1864. 

I C"ecd. your letter last night about 9 o'clock in th'! ilighA:Jand also the 

sack of victuals you sent by ~([". llinson. 44 It found me as well as common, 

and I hope these few lines will soon !:"each you and find you and the children 

all well, Betty, I am still at Gat:"ysbut:"g, as I wt:"ote in my other lettet:", 

but 1 do not know how long I shall stay het:"e, may otay het:"e several days, 

and 1 may leave before night, and I have no idea when wa shall go. There are 

several rumors in ca~, as always is. Solll<! say we are going to Raleigh/'5 

and some to Wi!mington,46 and some to Golcsboro. 47 Betty, you can lel tlw 

boys come with Mt:". Amet:"s<>n lf hu c'"'"'"· l..et them take .~omt>thlng Lo eat wJ th 

them, as tt is scarce in camp. llt'lty, it i~ nut much to·ouhlt! to"'"""' to camp 
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as long as we stay here. They can leave Wilson48 at 3 o'clock and get here 

at nine in the night. Betty, if 1 had a-known that your brother Willie49 

had a-been about o. c. House,5° 1 could have found him if 1 could have known 

what Reg~. and a-known what letter his Co, was, but 1 have left Va. and 

donl.t care if 1 never go back any more as long as the war lasts, though 1 

should be glad to see Willie, Write me all the news in the neighborhood. 

Back your letter to Garysburg, N. C., 43 Reg., Co. c. 

1 remain your loving husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

ClO) 

Camp of the 43rd Feb. 6, 1864 

Dear Betty, 

This leaves me well as to health, but I am tired from my long march and 

fighting, 1 am in hopes that these few lines will soon reach you and find you 

and children all well and in good spirits. Betty, 1 know you want to hear 

from me mighty bad after you heard wheta' we were going to, for 1 know you have 

heard before now, Betty, 1 will tell something about my travel after 1 left 

Bob, We marched about 6 miles below Kinston and camped, Next morning we 

started ,and went down in 4 or 5 miles of the Yankees. We were ordered there 

to camp and have no noise or fire. We stayed here until after dark. About 12 

.. 

>t' 
i· o'clock that night we starbed and marched on until about 3 o'clock in the 

.~~~] 

. ,-~ morning, We met the Yankees and the firing commenced and we fought until day. 
·:'· 

] 
The battle lasted about 5 hours. We charged the Yankees and they gave ground 

and ran and we after them. We took a good many prisoners and horses and some 

artillery and negroes and a good many things too tedious to mention. The battle 

took place at Batchelor's Crcek.51 We went in sight of Newbern,52 but we did 



not try to go any furlher. We lay 2 nights in sight of Newbern. The Yanks 

did not trouble us, only bombed us some, but then they only killed 1.1 lllt'n. 

Detty, at this place 1 saw >~cveral dead, the most 1 had seen since i passed 

recently through ~ilsog, 

1 want you to write how Bob got home and Tom Amerson, 53 all the news 

in the neighborhood, &c. Betty, I must reprove you for saying I do not 

ever want to see you. 1 had rather see you and my children than anything 

in this world. So I shall come to a close by remaining your affectionate 

husband. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Lieut. Killet requested me to let you know that he was not killed. 

(11) 

Feb. 14th 1864 

Kinston, N, C, 

Dear Wife and Children; 

I received your kind and affectionate letter last night while 1 was 

sitting by my fire eating my supper. 1 reckoned you would like to know 

what my supper was; well, I can tell you what it was, It was a piece of 

cold-water bread and not enough of that, although I was mighty thankful for 

that, Betty, I was getting very uneasy before l reed, that letter from you, 

for it had been over a fortnight since I had heard from you, l wrote you 

a letter last Saturday. I wrote you the most of the news in that letter, 

so I have no news to write in this, 

I was very glad.to hear you were all well. This leaves me well as 

common, Betty, I am going to try to get back to Capt, Croom's eo.S4 I have 

employed a lawyer to try to get me back, He says he thinks he can get me back, 

and that is what 1 want with the money 1 wrote for in my other letter, Don't 



send it"in··a let'ter: ·send ·1t l)y aome· of.,the boys, oi coma·'arid fetch ff.yourself 

Betty, don't say anything about this, for lam afraid that l shall fail 

to get out, but l am in hopes that l shall not fail. l expect it will 

cost ·~ one hundred dollars if l succeed in getting out, and if l fail it 

will cost me 25 ~ollars, if not more. 

Batty, l received your letter that gave a statement of the money you 

·have got. There was not as much money as 1 expected and more bonds, sol 

must have been mistaken about it. You say that they have commenced on your 

barrel of brandy and they will drink it up. If they will have it, make them 

pay you 25 Dollars per qt., for that is what 1 should have to pay if l were 

to get any. Brandy is selling for 2 Dollars per drink here. Betty, l saw 

13 men hung yesterday; there have been 20 hung since we got beck from New 

Bern. Givs all my i~quiring friends my respects and tell them to remember me 

in their prayers. 

ll2} 

Dear Betty, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Kinston, N. c. 

Feb. 15th 1864 

l write to let you know that l have not hsard from you since l passed 

Wilson, and l am getting uneasy for l want to hear from you and the children. 

l wrote to you last saturday and have not .heard from,you .. yat. l &Ill camped about 

2 miles from Kinston on the other side of the river about 1 mile fro111 the bridge. 

1 am well as common, and l hope this finds you and all the f&lllily well and doing 

well. l have no news to write to you. l wrote all the news in my other letter. 

We had a right smart fight with the Yanks at Batchelor's Creek. We ran the111 
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and went in sight of Newbern and lay there two days and nights. 

1 have seen 7 deserters hung since 1 came to Kinston. They hung 2 

last Friday was a week ago, S yesterday. Rufus, Edwin, and Walker55 are well, 

and they don't get any letters either. 1 reckon we shall stay here awhile, 

as all the troops have moved from here except our Brigade. 1t is rumored that 

we shall move over thP. river today, but we can·hear anything in camps but the 

truth. 1 should be glad to have my clothes that 1 sent home from Wilson. 

Bet·ty, you can do as you please about coming to see me. 1t is a bad chance fo•· 

a woman in camps, but you can make out somehow, 1 reckon. 1 should be glad to 

see you and all my children, but 1 can not tell whEn that time will come. 

1f you come, 1 want you to bring me 25 Dollars, for 1 have a special 

use for.it. 1f you don't come, let Willie or Bob come and bring me some money 

& something to eat. 1f Mr. Anderson56 comes, you might come with him or take 

one of the boys with you. I want to~:koow how Bob made out in getting home. 

Let Billy57 come and see me. 1 want to see Toby, too, and all the rest of 

the children. You might come in the buggy if y~ want to. 1f you do, you bring 

something to feed the horse, and a plenty, too. 

1 remain as ever, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(13) 

Kina ton, N. c. 

Feb. 27th 1864 

My dear wife & children, 

1 received your kind and affectionate letter last night. 1 was glad 

-
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to hear that you and the children arrived home safely and found all well and 

doing well, These few lines leave me well except a bad cold and cough, Betty, 

we have 4 sick men in our Co. now. Edwin Amerson is sick with the pneumonia. 

1 wrote to his father yesterday about his being sick. You may tell him that h" 

is no better today at 12 o'clock, You may both get your letters Monday. If you 

do, let him know that he is no better Saturday at one o'clock, 1 never slept 

any. last night to do me any good, 1 am detailed to help nurse the sick, 

Betsy, I am glad that you enjoyed yourself so well while you were in 

camp with me, 1 am in hopes you will come to see me again some time, Betsy, 

1 had rather have your company than anyone else in this world, but I can't 

say that I enjoyed myself as well as you did, When 1 though how soon we had 

to part, maybe never to meet again, it took all my joy away, Betsy, if I 

could have stayed with you like you could with me, 1 would not have left you 

as soon as you left me, am not satisfied about it yet, ,but maybe it was the 

best, but if 1 had you and the children back, you should not have left :me ao 

soon as you did, if 1 could have helped it, 

~ must close, as the mail is going out and have not time to write any 

more. 1 am your loving husband as ever, 

J, R. P. ELLIS 

1 wish 1 could come and stay with you, 

(14) 

Camp of the 43rd N, C, Troops 

Kinston, N, C. 

[March, 186{j 

My dear Wife and Children: 

J 
1 received your agreeable favour a few days ago and was happy to hear 
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were all well. This leaves me well except a bad cough and sore 

throat, I am in hopes you all continue to remain well, for that is a great 

blessing on this earth, Betsy, I should be glad to see you and the children, 

but don't know when the time will come, but I live in hopes that the time is 

not far distant when I shall come home and see you all once more. Betsy, I 

have no news to write to you this time. The sick are mending and they will 

all go home in a few days, Tell Bedy58 that I have the praise of being a 

splendid nurse. Tell her that I have got the praise of being one of the smart-

est men in camp by all that don't know me, so you see I ~aviJ got their eyes 

feathered, 

Mrs. Betty Ellis 

My Dear Wife, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

ClSl 

Camp of the 43rd Redg, N. C, Troops 

March 17th/64 

I seat myself to drop a few lines to inform you that 1 am as well 

as common this morning, but I have been very sick ever since Willie & I left 

until now. The Dr,59 gave me fifteen grains of Calomel and that curec:! rae, 

Betsy, l have been looking for a letter from you until I have gotten impatient 

and uneasy about home, for I wrote last Monday was a week ago, I have been 

waiting to hear from that before I wrote any more. Betsy, I want to see you 

all very badly, but I don't knnw when I shall come home, but I am in hopeR 1 

shall come sometime, 

I have no news to write to you, We are camped at the some place, yr• t 

L ____ ___ 
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it is rumored that the Yankees are at Core Creek,60 which is about 16 miles 

below here. I want to know how Willie and Joseph61 made out in getting home. 

I have heard from Edwin Amerson since he got home. Rufus got a letter from 

Charity62 /:osrJ Tuesday night. We heard that Edwin got left at Coldwboro, 

and we were uneasy about Ed until Rufus received that letter. I want you 

to write to me about your business, your tar, and your farm. I think the 

boys and n~gtoes have been smart from what I can hear. I am glad to hear 

that they Uri{] gettin~ alon11 1111 well. Tt (1(/ 1\ gr·r.nt doni n( Mnllsfru·llun 

to me to think they ate trying to make something for their Mother and Sisters 

63 to live on. Tell Willie and Bob and Betty and Joseph that I send my respects 

to them all, and also send Katherine64 my respects for her industry. Tell 

Mary65 she must be smart and raise me a heap of chickens ag6inst I come home. 

Tell Sally66 I haven't forgotten her. She must help Mary raise some chickens. 

Tell Tobe howdy and tell him Pap wants to kiss him. Tell Hart67 to wear her 

bonnet and she shall be pap's gal. Tell Frank68 to sue~ his titty. 

RUfus Amerson is unwell today with the headache. He is up on duty. 1 

must close. Good-bye, Betsy. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(16) 

Kinston, N. c. April 12th 1864 

~ly dear Wife: 

Your very welcome and interesting letter of the 6th came to hand in due 

time and found me well except the boils on my hand and wrist. They are better, 

but nOt so I can write much yet. From the best information I can get1 Willie 

will have to go into service between this time and the 1st of May, either in 

the Provost Guard or regular service. 1 understand that those who do not go 
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by that time are to be conscripted. 1 wish you to see Washington Barnes and 

know of him how it is .S.c. lf Will iP. does hove to go, 1 wont him & you to hove 

ehoice of coming here or going to the Provost-Guard. He can come down to see 

me about it if he wishes to &c. 1f he should come here, 1 think 1 could get 

a 30 <Thirty) days• furlough, but 1 don't want that to influence him at all. 

1 have no news, so 1 will close & remain as ever your affectionate 

husband. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(17) 

Plymouth69 April 20th 1864 

Mrs. Batty Ellis 

Dear Wife-------

now take the pleasure of dropping a short letter to inform you where 1 am 

and how 1 am getting along. ~ly health is very good, with the exception of my 

hand that is improving. We have taken Plymouth. We had a very hard fight. 

They fought us for 4 days before they would surrender the place, 1 was not 

in the fight. 1 was excused on the account of my hand. All your acquaintances 

in this Company came out all right. Gray Ellis7° is slightly wounded in the 

thigh. •wtUe Ellis71 is slightly wounded in the shoulder. Williatn El11s72 

is all right. E. E. Bailey73 is all right. We are now some 4 miles from 

Plymouth on picket. We are having a very easy time to what we have had for 

the last week. 1 want you to write to me what they have done with Willie. 

1 want yo~ to write soon & give me all the news. Direct your letter to 

Tarboro.74 1 close hoping to hear from you soon. 

JOSIAH ELLIS 

P. s. You can say toN. J, Walker's wife75 that he arrived sate to his command 
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just in time to be in the f.ight, but he came out safe .&. is well!; 

J, R. P, ELLIS 

(18) 

Raleigh Friday Hay 13th 1864 

My dear Wife: 

As I am going to leave the hospital, 1 write you a few lines to let you 

know how I am getting along. I am not well but I am mending very fast and 

should if I could get anything to eat, I should be glad to come home to get 

something good to eat, for I haven't had anything fit to eat in some time. 

I sincerely hope these few lines will soon reach you and find you and the 

children all well and doing well. I was in hopes that I should have got a 

letter from yoa before I left here, but I shall not. You don't know how 

badly I want to hear from you all. I haven't heard from you since I left 

Kinston, I want to h'!ar from Willie. I want to know if he is at home or in 

the service, Write me how you are getting along with your business. 

My Regiment is in Va, about Petersburg,76 they say, so 11 m going to look 

for it, I have got to go by Greensboro77 to get to mY Regiment. If I knew 

where Nancy78 lived, I would go to see her if it is not too far from the 

Town, I would be glad if you would write me Nancy's Pbst Office and let me 

know if you ever hear from her. Betty, I would be mighty glad to see you, 

but I don't know when the time wi.ll cone, not soon I am afraid, If I could 

only sit with you one hour it would be a heap of satisfaction to me, I am 

going to send you a tract and a card. I want you to get Kate79 to read them 

for you, 

• 



I ~st close. Hay Cod bless you and sustain you in all your trials 

and troubles, is your affectionate husband's prayer. Write soon. Direct 

your letters to the Regiment, not to Petersburg & Richmond. 80 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(19) 

Danville,81 Va. Hay 17th 1864 

Dear Wife & Children: 

1 rec•d your kind and interesting letter last evening, which was dated 

the 11th of Hay. 1 am now at Danville, va., at the wayside Hospital. 1 

am on my way to my Regiment, but it seems as if 1 am cut off from my command 

by the Yankees. I shall leave here in a short time. They are going to put 

us in a South Carolina Regiment and send us on to meet the Yankees. 1 was 

mighty glad to hear !rom you all, for 1 was uneasy about ho~. I can 1 L tell 

you where to direct your letter, for l don't know where 1 am going. l don't 

know when 1 shall get to my regiment. l can't tell where W. A. Ellis82 nor 

H. G. Ellis83 nor Willie Ellis are. l left them near•Washington, 84 N. C. 1 

want Y9U to quit working out 6f doors. l want to see you mighty bad. 

1 am with G. Hay,BS Mrs. Barnes•s86 brother. He stays at this hospital. 

He has been very~ind to me and treated me with a great deal of respect. He 

says if 1 could get anybody to assist me, 1 could get out of service. He says 

that Congress has passed a law to clear all that have 8 children, and if 1 

could get some influential man to attend to it for me, l could get out. 1 

wrote to Wash Barnes about it. See 1. U. Amerson and get him to say something 

to J. Wilkinson87 about it, and to look into it for me if he pleases. G. Hay 

says that they are getting out in Alabama. 
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Bettie, they are knocking off one-third of the $5.00 Dollars bills. You 

can't pass one anywhere until they deduct one-third. I left the blanket and 

things at Kinston with Capt. Croom.88 You might get Alfred Ellis to bring 

them for you if he has not left. I am not very well this morning, but 

shall leave. I see a heap of Yanks prisoners here. I don't know what they 

are doing about Richmond. We can't hear a word from there. Give all my 

chiidren my respect and tell them I have not forgotten them. I was sorry to 

hear you were so diarrhoeaed, and that Sally and Mart are sick. I stayed 

at Greensboro one night; it was last Saturday night. If I could have found 

out where Nancy lived, I would have gone to see her to have got something 

to eat, for I don't get much. have got no money to buy me anything to 

eat, so I go hungry many a time. You need not send me any money. If I could 

get to the Regiment, I have got· •money owing to me; one hundred dollars or 

more. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Write soon to the Regiment • 

(20) 

Richmond, Va. May 23rd 1864 

Mrs. Bettie Ellis 

My Dear Wife: 

This may inform you that I am in Richmond at this time, on my 

way to my Co. I left Danville last Wednesday and arrived at Richmond last 

t.lVC!ning. 1 cxpuct to lcnVP lu•rc• in Lllfl murning to luok for my R<~glnu.•ul. haw• 

have left from the hospital ever since the 13th, and if I had known what 

• 
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knnw now, I would have gone home, but I didn 1 t know until it was too late. 

When I wrote you, I expected to leave that day, but I couldn't and it was a 

fine thing on~ part I didn't for the train I should have left on broke 

through a bridge and killed 9 men and crippled seven more. I passed them 

the next day. My Regiment was at Hanover Junction89 the last I heard from 

them. They were in a hard fight last Thursday morning; they charged the 

Yank•• breastworks. I have seen one man that was in the ~ight, but he could 

not tell me anything about my Company or who was hurt, only Lieut. Killet. 

He said there were about sixty (60) killed and wounded in the Regiment. 

Lee has fallen back within 20 miles of Richmond. We have had some hard 

fighting around Richmond, and there is a heap more to do yet, ever who lives 

to see it. We have lost a heap of men killed and wounded. I passed by the 

Reg. that A. Bagly, 90 T. Ellis, 91 Thadeus Whitley, 92 and Frank93 are in, but 

they were in the battle field and I could not see them. I should have been 

gled to have seen them, for you don't know how much good it does me to see 

anybOdy:from ~ neighborhood. They seem nearer to me than they ever did. 

If you see Mr. Amerson, you may tell him his boys are all well so far 

as 1 know. Tell him I saw G. Wasdon94 yesterday and he was well. 1 also saw 

Marion Johnson95 and he was well. He told me that Charity Page96 was married 

to J. Vick.97 This leaves me well as common, and I hope this will find you 

and family all well. I want to hear from you as soon as this comes to hand. 

Direct yo~r letters to Richmond, Va. Let me have all the news, so nothing 

more at present, only I remain as ever, 

Your affectionate husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

A :az=- J 
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(21) 

Richmond, Va. June 5th 1864 

Dear Wife and Children: 

l received your letter this morning and was glad to hear that you and 

children were all well. l am not very well, though l am doing duty. It is 

hard times here; we are all broken down marching. We have no rest time at 

all, night or day. We are all mighty dirty. Some of the boys have not 

changed clothes since we left Kinston. Some of the boys are nearly naked. 

We are about 12 miles from Richmond. We have been fighting ever since last 

Monday nearly all the time, and l see no prospect of it stopping soon. l am 

mighty tired of the war. Our Regiment went in a fight last Monday evening. 

We were marching out from our breastworks and :attacked :tbe ... enemy. We· fpught 

them three or four hours. We had a hot time of it. l came out safe, though 

-

there was a heap of boys killed and wounded. OUr Company fared the best of any 

in the Regiment. We lost one killed and one wounded. Cofield Ellis98 was 

killed. All the neighborhood boys came out safe. When we got out of the fight, 

the roll was called and there were 82 missing out of the Regiment. Thursday 

we went in again and had bot times again. l got struck on the shoulder slighty. 

The ball went through my blanket and made 8 holes in it. 

They aro fJ.ghthing below '""· It ls regular business here, jusl lllto guln11 

to plowing in the summer time. l want it to stop mighty bad. When l got to 

the Regiment, l got all the letters you had written to me. You stated in one 

that J. Wilson99 said 1 could get a detail to stay at home. lf l could get one, 

1 would give all the por~ l could spare, but l don't see any chance. l don't 

know how to go to work about getting it, and l haven't anybody to help me. 

would give all I have got to be out of this War so l could come home and stay 

with you all. I was sorry to hear of W. A. Ellis's death. Write soon • 

-
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Your affectionate Husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Let me know if Willie is at home. 

(22) 

camp of the 4Jrd 

Wednesday 8th June 1864 

!lear Wife: 

As we are in camp today, I will drop you a few lines to let you know that 

1 am up but not well. We have been marching and" fighting and throwing up 

breastworks for protection until we are all worn out. 1 am in hopes that we 

--sluilrliave··a little rest for a few days, as Grant100 has gone down under the 

protection of his gunboats. Time is quiet along the lines today. We are in 

the rear today. I am afraid the Yankees are not whipped yet. 1 want to see 

you mighty bad. 1 am glad to hear that you are getting along so well with 

you~ business. 1 don't want you to work so hard; you will make yourself sick. 

I want to know if the orchard is full of fruit. I want to know how you are off 

for money. N. Walker, 101 R. Amerson, J. Roger~, 1Q2 and~. q. ~i~tle103 ~re all 

well. I want you to let me hear from Uncle Bryant104 and Aunt Hilly.lOS 

w~nt to hear from them mighty bad. 1 want to know what was the news from w. 

Spears106 when he sent you that letter. Thomas Mumford and Bob Jones107 are 

well. I see them nearly every day; 1 have seen them today. 1 expect we shall 

have to move before long. You have no idea how badly 1 want to see you all. 

I want you to write to me every chance you get, for I want to hear from you. 

I want to see all the children. Tell Toby howdy for me, Bettie, 1 am worn 

out. I sincerely hope these lines will find you well and all the family. 
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1 shall close. 1 remain as ever, 

. Your affectionate Husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

1 should be glad to be at home to eat some greens. 

(23) 

Camp of the 43rd 

June 16, 1864 

My dear Wife: 

1 reckon you will be surprised when you hear from me & where 1 am. Bettie, 

we are now about one hundred (100) miles from Richmond. We left Richmond Monday 

morning about 2 o'clock, and we have been marching ever since. We are near 

Charlottesville. lOB 1 have no idea where we are going, unl~ss we are going 

to Yankeedo• on a raid. Bettie, 1 am broken -down, and sick but 1 have tn go. 

I think if we don't stop and rest it will kill a heap of us. We were broken 

down before we left Richmond. 1 heard some of the boys say they had rather be 

dead than go through with the hardship. Some of the boys faint and fall on 

the road. If one falls out, he is punished for it. 

I received your letter last Sunday and thought 1 would answer it on the 

road, and 1 haven't had the chance to write before now. 1 was glad to hear 

from you and hear that you and family were all well. 1 am sorry that Willie 

had to leave. 1 don't know how you will get along with your apples. 1 am in 

hopes he will get to come home on his detail yet. I want you to write to me 

~ once a week and direct your letters to the same place as before. 1 will write 

as often as 1 can get the chance to send off, and 1 am afraid that won't be 

often. 

J 
.. -
. . -
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Tell Uriah109 that Rufus is along,_ but he is broken down like the rest, 

and he has got so he cannot see in the night. You may tell Mrs. Walker that 

Hr. Walker is as well as could be expected, J, Hinson and John Rogers are 

well. I must close as it is nearly dark. I hope this will find you all well 

and doing well. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(2/o) 

New Harke t, 110 Va. 

Oct. 22, 1864 

Mrs. J, R. Ellis: 

I heard from your husband directly by a man from my Regiment who had 

been exchanged and saw your husband two days after I left him, He was then 

at the Lincoln Hospital, Washington City. He was perfectly unconscious of 

_everything, He was expected to die every hour. I do not think there is any 

doubt about his death as I stated to you in a previous letter, though 1 hope 

he recovered, but from the nature of his wound, it would be almost impossible 

·or at least not probable. 

Respectfully, 

W. T. 8REWER111 

Surgeon 43rd Regt,, N, c. 
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POOTNOTRS 

1The wifa of Josiah Robert Peele Ellis was Elizabeth Holland (October 20, 
1824-December 26, 1895), 

2 Cole is believed to have been an Ellis slave. 

3'l'omy b believed to have been an Ellis slave, 

4Kinston, North Carolina, lies on the north side of the Neuse River, 
seventy-eight miles s. E. of Raleigh, and is the seat of Lenoir County • 

. 5Hoke•s Brigade was commended after January 17, 1863, by Brigadier­
General Robert Frederick Hoke (May 27, 1837-July 3 1 1912) 1 of North Carolina, 

6Pickett•s Division was commanded after October 10, 1862, by Major­
General George Edward Pickett (January 28, 1825-July 30, 1875), 

7Moden Ford referred to Morton's 
miles south of Culpeper Court House, 
there on February 6, 1864, 

Ford on the Rapidan River, about eight 
A sharp military engagement took place 

8eamp Holmes was a training and staging area several miles north of 
Fredericksburg in Stafford County, Virginia, 

9Lee•s Army was commanded after June 14, 186~, by ~he incomparable Major­
General Robert Edward ~ee (January 19, 1807-0ctober 12, 1&70), 

10Bragg's Army was commanded after September 12, 1861, by Major-General 
Braxton Bragg (March 22, 1817-September 27, 1876), of North carolina, 

11Rufus Amerson (born 1843) was a son of Isaac Uriah Amerson and wife 
Matilda Barnes of Wilson County, On February 15, 1862, at the age of eight~en, 
he was enlisted at Stantonsburg by Captain James s. Woodard in Company c, 43rd 
N. C, State Troops Regiment, c. S, A, On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into 

tfonfederate service at Camp Mangum by Colonel Robert C, Hill. The Company 
Huster Roll for January and February 1864 found him "Absent, On furlough of 
indulgence," 

12Edwin Amerson (born 1845) was a son of Isaac Uriah Amerson and wife 
Matilda Barnes of Wilson County, On May 1, 1863, he was enlisted at Hookerton 
in Greene County by L, D, Killett. On May 15, 1864, he was admitted to General 
Hospital No, 9 at Richmond, On May 23 he was transferred to Pettigrew Hospital 
No, 13 in Raleigh, and on June 10 to General Hospital No, 2 at Wilson, The 
Company Muster Roll for January and February, 1865, found him still "Absent, 
Detailed Hospital Wilson," from Company c, 43rd North Carolina State Troops 
Regiment, C. S, A, 

13arange Court House, Virginia, is about twenty miles N, E, of Charlottes­
ville and forty miles west of Fredericksburg, 
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14The Rapidan River is about three miles N. w. of Orange (Court Hous•!), 
the seat of Orange County, Virginia. 

15Alfred J, Ellis (born December 16, 1818) was a son of Elisha and 
Temperance Ellis of Wilson County, 

16Eas (Eason) and Emily are believed to have been Edmundson slaves. 

17staton was perhaps James B. Staton (born 1826) of Company I, 75th N. c. 
(7th Confederate Cavalry) Regiment, c. S, A, 

18Leuren D, Killet sarved as First Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd N. c. 
State Troops Regiment, c. S. A. He was apparently from Sampson County, having 
enlisted on February 28, 1862, with a promotion on January 31, 1863. 

1~yatt Lynch (born 1830) was a highly regarded free black of Wilson 
County, He followed the trade of plasterer and brickmason, 

20
This was probably Thomas Barnes who was enlisted at Black Creek on Hay 

12, 1862, at the age of twenty-eight, by Captain James S, Woodard, in Company 
C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, s. A. In April 1863 he was 
"Detached sick, Camp Kinston," and in February 1864 "Detailed to recruit." 
On March 25, 1865, he was captured near Petersburg, Virginia, and was forward·!d 
to Point Lookout Military Prison in Maryland, from which he was released after 
taking the Oath of Allegiance on June 23, 1865, 

2~homas Mumford (born 1836) enlisted on May 29, 18611 in Company D, 2nd 
N. C. State Troops Regiment, c. S. A. He was captured on 'April 6, 1865, and 
imprisoned at Point Lookout Maryland until his release on June 29, 1865, 

2~his was Obedience Grimes, a younger half-sister of Ellis's wife. She 
was born in 1835 and married William H. Spiers (born 1834) about 1867. 

23eaptain Ruffin Barnes (see Note 35), 

24Lewis was a slave belonging to Mrs. Edwin Gray Whitley of Wilson County. 

2Swashington Barnes (see Note 37). 

26Edwin Barnes (October 10, 1816-December 13, 1885) was a son of Archelaus 
Barnes and wife Penelope Dickinson, He was a wealthy planter and his hand­
some Ante-Bellum home is still owned by a descendant who lives in Wilson, 
North Carolina. 

27 Isaac Uriah Amerson (born 1816) was a son of Isaac Amerson and wife 
Delane Woodard, He was a prominent farmer in the Saratoga area of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, 

28willie (Wiley) Marcellus Bills (March 16, 1847-Harch 26, 1929), a son 
of J, R, P, Ellis, never married. He was in later life a bookkeeper in Wilson, 
North Carolina • 
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29Edwin Robert Ellis, sun u( J. R. 1'. Ellis, was born on Docetnher 21, 1R49, 
Ha married (1) Mary. Renfrow and (2) Jane Renfrow. 

30Tobe (or Toby} was the lifelong nickname of John Thomas Ellis, (October 
8, 1858-June 12, 1935), a son of J. R. P. Ellis. On Decentber 22, 11180, ht: 
married Zilphia Olivia Bryant of Slack Creek, North Carolina. 

31Martha Adealia Ellis (January 4, 1861-August 23, 1882) was a daughter 
of J. R. P. Ellis. On September 21, 1881 she married Lorenzo Daniel Shelton 
of Wilson County, North Carolina. 

32Pene~ope Edmundson (September 16, 1831-May 29, 1920) was a daughter of 
Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson. She married Jqel A. Tynes of 
Wilson, North Carolina, on November 1, 1870, 

33susan Wright Edmundson (November 8, 1834-0ctober s, 1928} was a daughter 
of Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson. On December 3, 1866, she 
married Dr, William Thomas Brewer (1832-December 30, 1870} who is discussed 
in Note 111. 

34Dr, Stephen Woodard (February 15, 1827-January 20, 1897} was a son of 
Stephen Woodard and wife Mary Simms. He was both a phJsician and a wealthy 
planter, and his children were numbered among the most prominent citizens 
of Wilson, North Carolina. 

35eaptain Ruffin H. Barnes, son of IHias Barnes an;:l wife Zllpha 1'horupson 
of Wilson County, was born in 1836 and died in a Federal hospital on December 
24, 1864, as the result of wounds received at.Charlestown, W~t Virginia. On 
January 31, 186.?, he had been advanced to the rank of Captain of Company C, 
43rd N. c. State Troops Regiment, c. s. A. 

36Hrs, Edwin Gray Whitley (born 1818} was tha wife of a well-to-do planter 
in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County, 

37washington Barnes (born February 10, 1818} was a son of ArchelauR Barnes 
and wife Penelope Dickinson. fie was a wealthy planter in the Saratoga area 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 

38see Note 27. 

39Jane Ellis (born 1825} married on April 29, 1844, Calvin Rogers of Edge­
combe (now Wilson County), He was born in 1817 and died about 1852, leaving 
two sons. 

40This Xato was an Ellis slave, but Captain Ruffin also had a trusted 
slave named Cato, 

41 
The Rev. James Simms Woodard (February 22, 1833-Hay 3, 1912}, a son of 

William Woodard and wife Elizabeth Simms, was also a licensed lawyer in Wilson 
County, He served as Captain of Company C, 43rd N, c. State Troops Regiment, 
from February 28, 1862 to January 31, 1863. 
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42oaniel 1 s Brigade was commanded after September l, 1862, by Brigadier­
General Junius Daniel (June 27, 1828-Hay 13, 1864), of North Carolina. 

43Garysburg, on the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad, was near C&mp Claren­
don, an important training center for the eastern part of North Carolina. 

44Josiah Hinson, aged nineteen, was enlisted at Stantonsburg on February 
15, 1862, by Captain James s. Woodard. He was mustered into Confederate 
service at camp Mangum on April 2 as a private in Company c, 43rd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment. The Company Huster Roll for September and 
October 1864 found him "Absent wounded and in hospital." On April 6, 1865, 
he was captured at Burkeville, being forwarded to Point Lookout Military 
Prison from which he was released, after taking the Oath of Allegiance, on 
June 13, 1865. 

45Raleigh is the Capitol of North Carolina and also the seat of Wake 
County. 

46wilmington, North Carolina, 
Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road. 
Fear River about twenty-two miles 

was the southern terminus of the notable 
It lies on the west side of the C&pe 
north of Fort Fisher. 

47Goldsboro, North Carolina, was the point where the .Wilmington to Weldon 
and the Beaufort to Charlotte Rail Roads crossed. A Confederate Hospital 
was also located there. 

4Bwilson, North carolina, was on the Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road and 
was also the location of a Confederat~ General Hospital. 

4~illie was Wiley Grimes, a younger half-brother of Ellis's wife Elizabeth. 

5°orange Court House, the same as Note 13. 

51
Batchelor 1 s Creek flows northward into N<msc Riv<•t' about <light onllcs 

west of New Bern, and a successful attack was made upon the Federal for<Jes 
there on February 1, 1864. 

52New Bern, North Carolina, lies in the fork of the Trent and Neuse 
Rivers and is the seat of Craven County. On March 14, 1862, it was occupied 
by Federal troops who held it until the end of the Civil War. 

53
Thomas Amerson (born 1847) was another son of Ellis's neighbor and 

friend, Isaac Uriah Amerson. 

54eaptain Allen G. Croom of Greene County commanded Company E, 6lst North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment, c. s. A. 

55see Note 101. 

56Thomss Anderson (born 1821) was living in Black Creek Township of Wilson 
County in 1870 with wife Martha and nine children. 

FE 



57Billy was William Gray Ellis (December 15, 1851-May 24, 1889), a son 
of J. R. P. Ellis. On October 10, 1888, he married Mary Amanda Gardner 
whose second husband was "Sheriff Ed" Farmer (July 1, lll51•September 11, 
1914) of Wilson County, North Carolina. 

58see Note 22. 

59Presumably Dr. William Thomas Brewer (see Note 111). 

60eore Creek is about sixteen miles southeast of Kinston. 

61Joseph Spencer Ellis (June 26, 1854-April 30, 1928), a son of J. R. P. 
Ellis, married Carrie Deal Shelton (born 1862) of Wilson County on September 
29, 1878. 

62Charity Amerson (born 1840) was a daughter of Isaac Uriah Amerson and 
wife Matilda Barnes of Stantonsburg Township in Wilson County. 

63sarah Elizabeth Ellis (see Note 66) was usually called "Sally" since sJ;/~ 
her mother was always called "Betty." jtd..t; (A1e<0 

64eatherine Louvenia Ellis (March 9, 1846-May 13, 1918), a daughter of 
J. R. P. Ellis, 9&rried John Warren Johnson of Wilson County on December 
31, 1867. 

65Mary Virginia Ellis, a daughter 
1854, and died on September 2, 1946. 
Archer Whitley. 

of J. R. P. Ellis, was born on June 26, 
On May 3, 1874, she married Fillmore 

66sarah Elizabeth "Sally" Ellis (October 10, 1856-December 16, 1936), 
a daughter of J. R. P. Ellis, was married (1) on January 10, 1877, to William 
Daniel Shelton, and (2) on December 12, 1882, to David Baker Hill, also a 
native of Edgecombe County. 

67Martha Ellis was identified in Note 31. 

68Benjamin Franklin Ellis, a son of J. R. P. Ellis, was born on January 
9, 1863, and died in Wilson County on February 15, 1920. He married Georgiana 
Phelps who died on January 13, 1921. 

69Plymouth, North Carolina, li~s on the south side of Roanoke River and 
is the seat of Washington County which is bounded on the north by Albemarle 
Sound. It was captured by Federal troops on April 2C, 1864. 

70Henry Gray Ellis (born July 22, 1841) was a half-brother of J. R. P. 
Ellis. On February 26, 1862, at Wilson, be was enlisted by Captain James S. 
Woodard. He became a Sergeant on December 26, 1862, and was transf~rred from 
Company C, 43rd, to Company I, 35th North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 
C. S. A., of Ramseur's Brigade, on May 11, 1863. 

Another Gray Ellis (born 1831•) also served in Company C, 43rd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment. He was enlisteri by Van B. Sharpe ot Old 
Sparta on March 5 and was mustered into service at Camp ~~ngum on April 2 
1862. On April 7, 1865, be was admitte~ with a wound in the left shoulder 
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to the Confederate General Hili tary llospi tal at Danville, Virginia, from 
which he was "furloughed for sixty days" on April 9, (the news of Lee 1 s 
surrender not having yet reached the hospital). 

7lwilie Ellis (born in 1838) was a son of _______________ .and Axy 
Ellis of Wilson County. 

72william Ellis (born 1837) was a son of James Ellis and wife Penelope 
Baker. On February 20, 1862, he was enlisted at Wilson by Captain James 
s. Woodard. On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into the Confederate service 
by Colonel Robert H. Hill as a private in Company C, 43rd North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment. December of 1862 found him "On guard at Camp near 
D. CDrewry•8/ Bluff." On May 16, 1864, he was received at General Military 
Hospital No. 9, at Rich1110nd, Virginia. During Jaty and August he was "Absent 
In hospital, Wilson, N. C." On April 3, 1865, he was captured in one of the 
Confederate Hospitals in Richmond, receiving a parole on April 21 and being 
listed in the Jackson Military Hospital as late as Hay 28, 1865. 

73Edwin E. Bailey (born 1839), son of and Ady Bailey of 
Wilson County. On January 9, 1862, he enlisted in Company A, 51st North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. s. A. 

74Tarboro, North Carolina, lies on Tar River and is the county seat of 
Edgecombe County. In 1862 a Wayside Hospital was established there for the 
care of sick or wounded soldiers. 

75Noah Jefferson Walker (born in 1832) and wife Polly (born 1839) were 
listed in the Wilson County Census of 1860. On February 15, 1862, he was 
enlisted by Captain James s. Woodard at Stantonsburg in Company C, 43rd No•·th 
Carolina State Tr6ops Regiment, and was mustered into Confederate service at 
Camp Mangum on April 2. On July 12, 1864, he was wounded by a minie ball 
in the joint of his right knee at Fort Stevens, captured, and sent to Campbell 
Hospital where amputation above the wound took place on July 15. On Hay 2, 
1865, he was sent to Lincoln General Hospital in Washington, from which he 
was released on July 5 after taking the Oath of Allegiance. On July 6, 1865, 
he was admitted to the:General Military Hospital at Petersburg, at which he 
received further treatment before returning to Stantonsburg, North Carolina. 

76Petersburg, Virginia, is on the Appomattox River about twenty~miles 
south of Richmond. 

77Greensboro, North Carotin~ is the seat of '0Uilford. County and lies 
fifty miles northeast of SalisbUry and seventy-e~ght miles west of Raleigh. 

78Nancy has not been identified but was apparently a friend or kinsman 
who had married and moved to the vicinity of Greensboro, North Carolina. 

79see Note 64. 

80Richmond became the Capitol of the Confederacy and is still the Capitol 
of the State of Virginia. 
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81nanville, Virginia, lies about four miles north of the North Carolina 
boundary on the railroad line from Greensboro to Lynchburg. 

B2william Anderson Ellis (May 28, 1834-May 20, 1864) was a half-brother 
of J. R. P. Ellis. He became Captain of Company I, 35th North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment, c. s. A., and was killed at the Battle of Drewrt's 
Bluff. 

83see Note 70. 

B4washington, North Carolina, lies on the north side of Pamlico River 
and is the seat of Beaufort County. It was occupied by Federal Troops from 
March 1862 until April 1864. 

BSc. Hay· was from a Pitt County family that had moved to Alabama. 

86This was Adelia F. May (born 1828), wife of Washington Barnes (see Note 
37). 

B7John w. Wilkinson (born 1818) was a wealthy merchant residing in south­
eastern Wilson County. 

88see Note 54. 

89aanover Junction, Virginia, was the seat of Hanover County and lay on 
the railroad about sixteen miles north of Richmond. 

90Alvin Bagly (born 183~married Elizabeth Applewhite on F;bruary 5, 
1852. After the Civil War he was a prominent farmer and a Justice of the 
Peace in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County. He was originally from 
Wayne County, and during the War he was First Lieutenant of Company K, 66th 
North Carolina State Troops Regiment, c. s. A. 

9~omas Warren Ellis (born September 10, 1839) was a half-brother of 
J. R. P. Ellis. 

92 
James Thadeus Whitley (born 1842) was a son of Edwin Gray Whitley and 

wife Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County. On January 9, 1862, he enlisted in 
Company A, 51st North Carolina State Troops Regiment, c. S. A. 

93Frank Whitley (born 1844) was a son of Edwin Gray Whitley and wife 
Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County. On January 2, 1862, Benjamin F. Whitley 
enlisted in Company A, 51st North Carolina State·. Troops Regiment, C. S. A. 
On December 31, 1891, he married Minnie L. Hardy of Lenoir County. 

94c. Wasdon of Green County was a private in Company A, lrd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment, c. s. A. He was captured at Chancellorsville 
on Hay 3 and paroled at Old Capitol Prison on Hay 19, 1863. 

95Harion Johnson probably refers to Francis H. Johnson of Wayne County 
who served in Company D, 2nd North Carolina State TroopH Regiment, C. S. A. 
until detailed for hospital duty on February 28, 1863. 



96Charity Page (born in 1837) was the widow of lrtln Jackson Page 
(born 1830) who enlisted from Wtlson County on May 14, 1862, in Company 
D, 2nd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. s. A., and died on March 
13, 1863. 

97Josiah J. B. Vick (born in 1835) enlisted from Wilson County on June 
10, 1861. From April 1, 1862, until September 19, 1863, he served as 
Captain of Company E, 19th North carolina State Troops (2nd Cavalry) Regiment, 
C. S. A. 

98Cofield Ellis (born 1839) was a son of James Ellis and wife Penelope 
Baker. On April 18, 1862, he enlisted at Wilson under Captain James S. 
Woodard as a private in "Company C, 43rd State Troops Regiment, c. s. A. 
Because of ·~Chronic Reheumatism," he was detailed to General Hospital No. 
24 at Richmond from September 16, 1863, until December 2, 1863. The Company 
Huster Roll for January and February 1864 stated that· he had been "Furloughed 
by Board of Ex." 

99J. Wilson was probably an inadvertent reference to John Wilkinson 
(see Note 87). 

100u1ysses Simpson Grant (April 21, 1822-July 23, 1885) became General 
in Chief of the United States Army on March 12, 1864. 

101Refer to Note 75. 

102John w. Rogers (born 1843) was the youngest son of Willie Rogers and 
wife Olive Wasden of Wilson County. On February 15, 1862, at.Stantonsburg, 
he was enlisted by captain James s. Woodard in Company C, 43rd North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment, C. s. A. On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into 
Confederate service at Camp Mangum, but no other details have ):>een found. 

10~ichael Gray Little was a son of Bryant Little and wife Mildred Ellis• 
According to an instrument dated December 26, 1848 (recorded in Wilson County 
Deed Book 25, p. 59), Bryant Little was a son of John Little and a.rother 
of Eason Little who had recently died in Texas. 

104Bryant Little, son of John Little, had married Mildred Ellis, daughter 
of Elisha and Charity Ellis, and sister of Lewis Ellis who was the father 
of J. R. P. Ellis. 

105Milly (See Note 104). 

106william H. Spiers was J. R. P. Ellis's brother-in-law (see Note 22). 

107Emma Eliza Ellis (born December 14, 18~0),. half-sister of J. R. P. 
Ellis, married Roderick Jones (born 1830) on February 1, 1854. 

108
Charlottesville, Virginia, is the seat of Albemarle County and lies 

seventy miles northwest of Richmond. 

109see Note 27. 
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110New Market, Virginia, is in the southern corner of Shenandoah County 

and about eighteen miles northeast of Harrisonburg. 

111nr. William Thomas Brewer of Wilson County entered Confederate service 
as Second Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 
but was commissioned Assistant Surgeon of the Regiment on April 15, 1862, 
and Surgeon on February 2, 1863. ln 1870 he was practicing medicine in 
Black Creek, North carolina. 

..... 
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On December 2, 1848, Josiah R, P. Ellis and Lewis Ellis of Edgecombe 

County sold to Washington Barnes for $45.00 three acres of the Ellis home­

place adjoining said Barnes; witnessed by David Jordan and R. W. Edmundson. 

(Edgecombe County, Deed Book 25, p, 99). 

James W, Ellis of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 

C. S, A,, was paroled at Goldsboro in 1865, not long after Lee's Surrender. 

Wiley Amerson (born in 1828) enlisted at Camp Raleigh on January 13, 

1863, in Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S, A, 

The Muster Roll of October 1863 found him on ·"Provost Guard," He was killed 

at the Battle of Drewry's Bluff on Hay 16, 1864, 

Theophilus Barnes (born in 1833) was enlisted at Wilson on April 12, 

1862, by Captain James S, Woodard as a private in Con~any C, 43rd North 

Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, s. A, He was wounded at the Battle of 

Gettysburg and was admitted to Chimborazo Hospital No, 3 at Richmond on 

July 20, 1863, On August 13 he was sent to Winder Hospital (also at Richmond), 

from which he was "Furloughed.,.,for 30 days" on August 22, His Company 

Muster Roll for that period described him as "Absent, Wounded, & in hospital 

at Richmond," On August 30, 1863, he was attached as a nurse to General 

Military Hospital No, 2 at Wilson, North Carolina, The Company Muster 

Rolls through October of 1864 found him still "Absent, Detailed at Wilson 

Hospital," He returned to active service in his Company in November and was 

paroled at Goldsboro sometime after Lee's Surrender, 



lobD and P·'MlO,_ oaM hf1fl IIIIUX Cnun~ Y~ql.D I to tiiUIId th·• l!'ll taa tJ :a 
8011thlfdtem lldattOIIbe COIIIItJ on Jan11U7 10, 1195. 

!!![!.! ClllLDIIBJI 

lllarrell, bom 1190 •Dd 41~ 18lt6 

W1lliu 

Ptraette K~ll ~•• •orn 1845 

:f;lb~rt !!Ill vu bam 1841 

John It ll, 'orn 18)8 

ICUIWI 1~11 

•••niel Hill 

ftbi ~hi Kill 

rt&ld::.na Mi.ll 

Orttaet'l7 Bi.ll 

Ch~ldren ot Pt~Rltl and 111107 ltll 

llellutt:r BUl 

... .B(ll 

Tho.aa G. Rill 

JollD W, H Ul ) 'l'bea• oould be .;.t 
Jlal'f7 P, Hill ) uotbtr t .. n,. 
Ala Hill, )01'11 iBll.J 4'td ••wt 1892 

(.arr(&d lebtooa ta 1a-ol 

::~:::-:::-::::·:~:·------~:=:;. ~~,l No,~ ~ .. ~ ~ 
'&tao Hlll bom 184< 

----------------------------------------.-------------
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.1b.l,Jt\lll or "-• 4 Jl·el' !lUI S.rab c; li.!l~a !lloHcm B 11 

.DIY cl Clrehaa H '11 wu ll?m Marob 1~ 1aa-, d.ecl Huoh 

ear L·Y ..-~ 1111 vt! llara AUCUit 16, 18851 ci.Md O~tober 

01 ,y r Go1dl .. i r.h Hill ., .. INn olaiiiiiii'J liJ, 188'11 cl etd lep,;.U'Il' 1"' 

Lt'ls • lbll .... ,.,. Deoeldle.,. 9, 1888 

Ol'pba A. 8:11 Ill! llora leptewller 24, 1890 

Ruth illllU II ll 

Martba R R 11 VII ~~~ Apr 1 1, 18,) 

Kowe;r l. H 11 1111 lwftl S.p euu 18, 1871 (lOll of DeY d Ba <II' B~ll b;r toner •rr •1•1 cl acl U50) 

<I 11 e t. lbll:.,•a VII bon l'f&Hb 21, 1878 (!Oil ar Sarah IUl I SheltOil I ll br toran •rr ... ) 

JoJul 81 11, Great Gl">at ... Bdrattwr 

Peopl~• Rill, Great Oraadta~r 

Aaa thll, Oraftclt'atller 

JlaY c1 lai!.er 11, 11, PaUuor 
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Fam:l.lfe Names !rom the Lewis Ellis Bible 
( gun &bOut JUJi )o, j]jjO) (8011111 d&ted earlier) 

Lewis Ellis, son of Elisha and Charity Ellis, born Mq a, 1794 

Mary Peele, daughter of Robert and Esther Peele, born February 1aoo 

Lewis Ellis and lfal7 Peele married August 101 1a2o 

J .R.P. Ellis, son of LswUI and Ma%7 Peele Ellis, barn Juie ll, 1a21 

step:children of Lewis Ellis 

Bll.sabeth S:l:mlas, daughter of Robert and Zellah Morris Sims, barn April. 231 1a20 

Bsrnes Simlll, son of Robert and Zellah Simms, born Februs.r;y 22, 1a22 

Martha Simlla1 daughtor of Robert and Zellah Simms, bOrn Deol'llllber 211 1a23 
(Martlla S:lmms married into tile Deans family) _ .................. ------ ' 

Lewis Ellis and Zellah Simms were married Mq a 1 1a2S 

BdJi1n Ellis, son oi' Levia and Zellah Ellis, born Mq 31, 1826 

Jobn WeatlSf Ellis, son of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born Jw 2, 1a27 

Mary Ann Kl.lis, daughter of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born Mq 2a, 1829 

IIIII Bl.iza Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Zella Ellia, born Dso8111ber 4, 1a3o 

Al!landa Jfarcilla Ellis, daughter or Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born Haroh 11, 1632 

William Anderson Ellia, son of Lewia and Zellah Ellis, born Hq 2a, 1834 (Cap~ 
Civil War, ld.lled 1n aot:LOn) 

~Ann Po11nsh Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Bella tLlia, born HoveJIIber 13, lt36 

Calista Caroline ~us, daughter of Lewis and Zellah Ellia, born Maroh 3, 1838 

'l'bomaa Warren Ellis, son o! Lswls and Zellah Ellia, born .Sept8111ber ll, 1839 

Bfllll'T Gr~ _Ell.fs, son of Lewis and Zellah Kl.lls, born Jul.T 221 J.Bl&l --------. . 

'J,'be abcWe IIUIIia were haU brothers and sisters of J. R. P. lUlls 

i'homas Perry and Calista Caroline Ellis were ma.rried about 1869 

PrisoWa, daughter of 'lbomas and Calista Perry, born July 24, 1a70 

.'J:'!lomas R. Pe1"17, eon oi' Thomas and Calista Perry, ~ Mq 9, 1a73 

F.~e Perry, daughter of Thomas and Calista Perry, born Februa%7 S, 1a76 
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Edwin Jerry Pei:r;r, aon of Thomas and Calista Perry, born January 10, 1880 

Deaths of the ailove 

Thomas Perry died August 181 l9<»l 

Priscilla -

Thomas R. Perry d1e4 Decl!lllber 29, l9<»l 

Calista Caroline Perry died May 11 1907 

Edwin J. Perry c11ed August 301 1917 

Fannie Perry died August 12, 19S9 
(These names were copied August 31, 19.$91 md some ~ad fro11 tbat 

in the Bible tor tim convUience by Elisabeth Hill COlt) 

l"DlST MARRIAGE 

Th0lll88 Perry (born August 8, lB12) aarried Tlllllp8ranoe Dawson (bom Nov, 25, 1812) 

Irinsq li1Jaan Winstead (born April 201 16331 c11ed Decl!lllber 25, 1881) aarried 
Martha White Perry (born Dec. 16, 1842, died Sept. 11, 189.$) June 9, 1864 

Martha Wllite Perry wu halt sister to Fannie Perry 

Zell Winstead ) 
C1ee Winstead ) 
Giles Winstead, Sr.) 
Mrs. B. s. Garris ) 

Theea lllllst be children of Kinsey Wyman }linBteaci 
and Martha 'Illite Perry W1nstead 

John W'estle;y E1.1is died July 251 1835 

Agee of the children of Roderick md J!)lma Elir&a Ellis Jones (This vu Uocle Ricky 

Elvira SUsanna Jones vas born December .$, 18.$4 

Mary Frances Jones vau born July 191 18% 

William A. Jones vas born Aprill3, lB.$9 

Rod8rick 11, Janos vas born April .$, iB63 

Lonny Jones, son ot Ricky Jones, died Dool!lllber 1893 

Jones) 

Josiah Robert Peele Kl.lis, the only ohild ot Lewis Ellis and rite, Mar;r, who vas 

the dau&hter ot Robert and Esther Peele of the vell-kDCwn Quaker t8111ily. 

ll1aabeth Grilles Ellis, vite ot J. R. P. Ellis, vas born October 24, 1824. 

Brothers and sisters ot Elimabeth Grillles Ellis 1 Wile;y Grillea ' 
"Beadie" Grimes (Obedience, I 

believe) Spears 
Nellie Grimes, vita ot H.V.JoJDSr 

(This information tro11 old letters written to 
Betee;y Ellie) 
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Births o! the Children of J. R. P. and Elisabeth G. Ellis 

Catherine Louveni& m.l.is was bo.n1 March 9~ 1846 

Wiley- Mareelua Ellis was bo:m Haroh J.6~ 1847 

Lewis Franklin Ellis was born' S~aptember 27 ~ 1848 

Bdv1n Robert Bllis was ,bor6 Deo,~ber 21~ J,84SI 

Willialll Grq Ell1s was l!om ~ember 1.5, 18.51 
, I 

Mary Virginia mis ) Twins ilere born June 26~ 18.$4 
Joseph Spencer Ellis) ~ 

Sarah Blillabeth Ell1s was .bo:m October 10~ 1856 

John ibomas Ellis (Tob~) ·~as bol'Il October 8~ 1058 

Martha Adealia Ellis lri!-S bo:m Januaey 4~ 1861 ,, 
Benjamin Franklin EJ.l:!is was bo:m JBJlll&r"T 9~ 1863 

MARBIA~· ~ -~ -Aia;E -iJm;_g - - - - -
Catherine L. and John \f&i-ren Johnson~ December 31~ 1867 

B. Robert and Mary RonfrQW1 January 3, 1871 
B. Robert and Jane Renfrow - {second wii'e) 

Mary Virginia and P. A. Whitley~ Mq 3~ 1874 

Sarah El.illabeth and w:l,llism Daniel Shelton~ January 10, 1877 

Joseph s. Ellis and Carr.l.e D. Shelton~ September 29, 1878 

Martha .A.. Ellie and L. D. Shelton, September 211 1881 

John Thomas Ellis and 1!:4-#& Beyant 

Benjadn i'rankl,.in Ellis a,Ud, Georgana Phelpa 

William Grq Kllis and Mollie Gardner 

. i 
DBA.,~ . COP~ FROM J. R. P. ELLIS BIBLB 

Lewis Fl'llllklin BllfS·. died January 18.59 
• . I ' 

John .W. Johlu!on, h~~ o! Catherine L. El.lis1 died October 13. 187.5 
. ' 

Mar,y ~row :lllis1 ·;tdf'e of E. R. Ellls1 died March 271 11176 

William~: Shelton, husband o! ~~ died Decaber 21, 1878 

Martha .A.dealla ;Bllis1 wife o! L. D. Shelton, died August 231 1882 

Blisabeth G~ Ellis (born Oct. 201 1824) died December 26, 189.5 
l 
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Catherine L. Ellis Johnson died May l3, l9l8 

Wlley H. mis clied March 261 1929. 

Sarah Elimabeth (Shelton) Hill died December 16, 1936 

E. Robert m1B cliod September 21, 1909 

John ThOlllall Ellis 

Benjamin Franklin Ell~ 
' ' 

Mary Vir31nia Whitle;y died Sopt8111ber 2, 1946 

ililli11111 Gray lD.lisl 
I I 

J ana Ren.f'row Ell.ia, aecond wife of .E. R. llllis 1 clied - ! 

' GRAK.OO~ OF J. ~· P. ELLIS AND .BETSY G. ELLIS 

Mary V. Ellis Whitley. d P. A. ilhitlcy 
Claude Whitley - Malll:l.e Barnes 

Virginia "Jennie" Whitley - Jledford Bro1o<1 
Sallie llhitle;r .; Hillnant 
Frank Whitley ..; Sallia Whitle;r (no kin) 
Edwin 'illitley -;Verner Dixon 

. K:l.ll.ard Whitle;y - Mary Lee Hayes 
'II. G. 11Bill11 Whitley - LUlie Webb 
Mary Whitlo;y - F.iokling - -- ---- -- -:- ------- ---- --

E. Robert mia and' Mary Renfrow ElliB 

Mattie Ellis Gardner 

E. Robert Ellis and Jane Renfrow 3llia (second wife) 
Mary Ei1Li llunt 

: : ~~eJ!llts.~t - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Catherina Ellis Jobnsonaui John Warren Johnson 
J. R. Jolmson 11Leb11 

Batt Johnson -Harrison Hill 
Walter Jolmson - Lo:J;tie Huut • 

-- ~d-J~~--- ----- - -::-::-::-.'!:~ '!-~ -~ J.,.;.,<-o, 
J • s. ElliS 8nd Carris Shelton Ellis 

ldille ilJlS MCGowan 
Albe1·t J:ll1a - Clyde Jol17 
MBb1e Kll.ia Nevberr;r 
Collier Ellis 
Paul Ellia 
Lillian Ellia Sisk 
HUdred Ellis 
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Benjllllin Frankl1n Ellis and Georgana Phelpa Ellis 
Carl IDle 
Bertie Ellis 
Leona Ellis 
Maggie lD.lis 
Joe Ellis 
Earl mu. 
Bdgar Bllis 
Llllfis Ellis 
Charlie Ellis 
4 ottlara 

J. T. Ellis (Tnbe) 1111d Olivia Bryant Ellis 
Lli!a;rette IW1S 
R. P. (Bob) Ellis - Ella Broughton 
J. T. EJ.lis, Jr. (Jaok) - Ethel 
W:1l.l.iam Gray Ellis {Bill) - lfary Fields 

Sarah B. Ellio Shelton and w. D. Shelton&: Sarah E. lD.l.is Bheltyn Hill and D;B• Hill 
2iid iiiiii'iige · 

W. L. Shelton - Eva Moore 

David o. Hill - Irene Darden 
CkJT L. Hill - Lizzie Bragg 
Oliver o. Hill 
LiZzie Hill - William Cox 
Orpha Hill - J. L, -ruwards 
Ruth-
Martha Hill - To W. Batts 



.Drlckho111~. a farmer Jhlnc Ia the Cohnallla 
!Kalil~; Ephraim E., who It eft&&pd In aarl· 
cultural ortntions n~ar Columbia; and John S.. 
enppd Ia •rchamlllinc in tile -• l~i&J. 

Jerey Brickhou>e wao Jl•rn tile hlnellta of 
atttndan<e at tile public achoolo o! 'J'puU 
County and a priwate ochool at Colwnbla; and 

~ L':r':.'~~ 'l1t. 6lath.~·r::.:: :""t~~/~~-~'!1 
till homo plact duolvad upoD hlr younc ahcnll· 
dora, and he rem•ln~d on tho home placo and 
alliolad In Ito OJ'ftAUon until Jll95. In tile mtaD­
whllo he hnd llllt<i hhaoelf u a ~ehor, and for 
ten ;reara tauJ!ht In tile public och..m ~! "J')orrell 
Countr, at tile "me time ~DtraJir.g in farming 

:: ... t.t:r.:~~"eor:,"~ua:~d a~ona~ 
.,... ldflltilled 11ith the fl<hll!r fndJotrv 1111tif ht 
was elected clerk of tile Superior Cou·t of Tyr· 
r~IJ Count,. a pWtlan which Ill •t.iD ntalns. 
Rho tenn of four yearo btcan In 192%. on De­
eomber 4 of wbich year he took •IIIN, and hie 
ollidal 1-.eord hao Ji"n u oxceU.nt one. ~r. 
Brl~oust'o olllcoo ...., llltuated In tho court· 

~:":!~=~:dh:. o:M!'inh~~ •B:r:~~ ...... ~~; 
In his pcdltleal al6liotion and hao lone 1 ..... pram-
mont Ill th rank> of hio party. For mort than 
a quar'.dr o! a cmtuey, from 18911 uclll 19:!!!, 
he acned veey cupably u ju!;t!co of tilo puco. 
llr. Brlckhouot lo a memlllr of the Jliulauey 
Bapti•t Courth, nur Columbia, ud chofi"ID&ll 
of tilt Board of Daacano, u well u 1 member 
of tho Boord of 1'111steH. Durln1 tile 1\'arld war 
ht aul•te·l In the work of tlte Stlt<U~ Draft 
Burd of fproll Coon&J and in num• rou• woys 
contributed to the rueceu of Amencez arms. 

011 Aptil 2<1, 1896, !11 Tyrrell Chlmtr, lllr. 

~~:~~~·.~~m:!~. ~n~ l:'to:"~~~=t~ »an, 
Priocllla IBrlekhnuoe) ~tKtmmeJ, tile latter of 
whom resfdea will> Mr. Briekhauoe, while the 
former died In Tyrrell Couney. whero !~r aoma 
,._ he had been • nbotal!tial arriO'Jlturiot. 

~ DA¥111 GilA KAla/ILL. Thl• coo ttr)/ Ia 
th~ me oi che aelf· a man. Jlert the P.CJOr 
boy •tend• ao flOOd, if not a better. <han•:e than 
hla rl<h auociatea to adva~•e to til• hi~;l )llans, 
ond hi1 tharacter 11 dowelopo•l by the •t.rulll:l• 
ha Ia foreed to maka. Jn tho olde1 o:tuntrlu 
blrtil and tho aeefdente of fortune play a more 
Important part than here, and. :rot d1,. ertdit fa 
lllwara lflven to tiloae wbo oro able to rioe above 
tilelr ourroundlnp, and af tileiT own ar<ord make 
a plaeo in tho world fOI' tilemacl9es. The ncon!o 

~.t~~.;;;~~h'n."':..':. ~:! ~~:· ::~·~~. "t!d"~ 
llpt far their pia•••; who have had to "'Ork and 
otrosr~le otep by otop-' far It Is a rocoptlzed fatt 
tilal what eomee oaa•J Ia not ap~tolad. Tile 

;:~:.;~o .. ft:::: I:!".!'!:~:"..!~:' c!'i~o:~r: 
a ottp furthtr alon,., tile poth of kno•·Jad;e. rt· 
tolna and &JIJIRCia~• what hr learn• •• n~ one 
"'hDII ..cpon..,. art pold for him an. lt is lh• 
same WI)' in businttrl fife. The )'oung man •·hn 
h<lrins al tht bottom and W<·rko hi> way up ad· 
\'&nOfa hrthor and k·!tr than he who Ia f!l\·en 

t.i:!~cn w~~o!f:n.111~~!rlr c~~.::11~i·t.8:~v~: 
of Stanton•bun, "l•o!"l Uf• ha• lwrn flied with 
hard wark. and ,..h • f•· nnw ~njnyin~ •••'- ..t thr 
frulu of fafthfulnt•• and UJt~'l!"l t h,· "~· 

)fa)'Or Rlll ••• bom on a 'a 11 adj•Nnt c. 
Stantonlburg, V.'il ,, ('.nun.:. !\o1·.h c~rolina, 

:Marth 14. 11114, a 10ft of David Boker BID. 
pandoon of An BIUJ. who was born In l!:d 
combo County, Nortil wrollaa, In 1818, and d1 Ill Ste11tan&burg In 11ta. A planter i4 1101t 
EdpoCIDibe CoUnty, Aoa Blll apt.'lt tile Pea 
part of hla life In ti1a1 part of tho atue, Dnilo 
COIIWII: ~ StantonobU~IIil his lattr ,... ... The 
Hill timtly I& ODI 1lf tba old ODtl of IJtia COW>· 
try, aDd weD-known In tba Soutil. 

D•Yid Baker BID. wu born In Edaeeombo 
Count:r, J1nuary IIi, 184!, ud he died All blo 
farm .April ll&, 1111111. .Keered In Edae<om!.< 
Co1211ty, Do marrlad there bls lil"ll wife, and ,..., 
tilaro lllllf&pd ill fannlnlf Ulltll 1876, WMII ~ 
IDOYad to S&a~~tonoburg end bourbt bio form that 
adJoined It 011 the out, and he eontlnuad to OJ><:r· 
ate this proputy lllllil hi& death, and he al.n 
conduelad a eoant,.,. 1e11erel oton: on his fa111: :.w 
tilfrtJ yean. The deiiiOCralfe pari:J had Ia bim 
a fallbful lllpport.er. H• wao a mtmlllr or 
Joo~h WaJTIII Lodt:e Number 12, A. F. and A 
N~ or Stentonabur!:. Durin1 the wer brt,...u; 
the llalel he Hn'ad .. ll member or Complln)' 
E, Fortr·tillrd North Corclina Jnfantr)•, and ,..., 
In tho arm)l darinc til• lut tilroe years of thO 
wer. At tile lllttle of Gettyahurg h• • "'"' 
woundtd, but recO\"frad fram his Injury and rt· 
jolnad hio roJimenL He lirl't marritd a Mi •• 
Dauclttrldp. who was born Ill Edpcoml'<' 
Co)lnt,-, and diad In Stantonsbor~o_ The)' had cmt 
child bom to tilem; nemoly: Uowey A., whn 
midas In Wilson, and I• In til' employ of C. 

:-.=·~ ~~:r· .:ira1"D:':;n.e~;. Jt~r;.:..~ 
rlad )Ira. S1r1h Elfzabetil (Ellis) Shei!Ain, who 
woo bo111 ln•Stal!tonsllurc, October 1~. 18~6. She 
oum•n her huoband and noldn In Stenton,. 
burg. The rolto'llinl childrn were born ta lhom: 
U.)'Or P.IU, wlta waa the first·bom; Guy. whn 
rea~du In Stal!tonsllorg, a bcK\l:kotper; Oliver 
G .. who died at tilt a~:e of ""tnteen rears: l.iz. 
zlo, who reoidco at 210 D111fel StreeL v.-n.....,, 
North Caroline, tile 'lrife of WiUiar,, Cox, ul••· 
man far tile Bemt1-llarroll Compar.y, who! ... le 

r::r:•t~~:J'I~,Ath:-:f~rJ~~~~ Gf:"J:f:~~: 
tn .. Ortr af Greene County, and 1 IUbstenlial 
fannor or that rt#ion; lllith '1\'anu whe died Jl 
at the aro of olrhteen montluo; ond Martha \'.,1'( 
who ftlldn in Stentonsbll'l>, North Carolina, thr 

~.:f.i'Sc::~::~~~,r~elli,~ .. h:~".:~;::i;;: 
William Daniel Shelton, br ltor llrot mania~. 
and he lo now ruidinr ntar Ster.tonsbaJ1;, 1 
fam~er ud oommlufoner of Wlloon CoD~. 

Da•id Grahaat Bill attended til~ rural ocll:111l• 
until Itt wao twel•• ,. .... old, but from thtn ni•l 
to work 011 the farm and in tilt otore .,....,td br 
ltla rather. When tile latter died h• took ohar~:•· 
of tile home fann, and conduemd It far ftvo 

~~~ to1~"tt~t~!t.;!br..rt~r :rd"~:·.~~r:...~·~:r. 
the nteil .,.....,ey huainu• In Steni.DIIIb~rf.l, and 
eonlfnued to operate thlo bu•iness until Jonuary 
1, J913, when he btpn oporotlng the munirtp~l 
elrrtrf• plant of StontDnobor,.,. On Jonuary I, 
191i, hr C"hanpd hi~ Ot:tupalion, at that 1imt 

t;":~~~~ ~.;:~:n~r o~r s~~ .... J~~Ii. 1c~r~Jr!.~·.!~ 
<nnl•n•ed to hald thai -ilion until January I, 
1920, when ho flllnad tho )lcGo1\·en Furniturt 
Com,..~n)' of Stanfonsllur,.,, In whi<h he moin­
talntd ftn lnt.er .. t and Hrved a• N<rtiAr)' of th• 
OIIIDJI .. )' until Fobrulr)' n. JP23. Sin•• then "" 
ba• bee-n a tallorlntr ul.,man with th• Arthur 
Na~h Compnnr or t"indnnau. Ohto, and ra,·er· 
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NORTII CAROLINA 

. :/!:n, a':."'~ :.·':s~:.:'~eDul!ll:t1':n~:'" Jol~~ foacht onppmenta of U.. rreat -tlanal atrur­
ch. He returned to hie h-e Jal;r •· 1116&, and 
m.arrled Saroh lof. Daniel, who wao bam Septem• lt,...t, StantonobU1y. He Ia unmarried Ulcl re­

alda with hia mollltr oa Yelverton Street. E¥1r 
lllleo he east hla flrlt vote Mr. HUt hal been 
aeUve In the local dtmaeratle party. Be 11ned 
for severli :yean u a justire ol the pta<e, and 
,.... eleettd ma)'Or ol Stantonoburs in Na7, 1824, 
lor a term of two ,......, and Ia Jlvinc hla homo 
cll7 a baainoolike admlnlotrolion and prDIIIotin,; 
Ill lnter11tll in IVtJ'll way within hie power. He 
iJ a member of the lne"l Methodist Eplseopal 
Cllareh, Sou:.h, ·and Ia one of tho steward• of the 
cllarch, A Nason, he b&bn~:& to Jo.,ph Warren 
Lod;:a Nnmber 82, A. F. and A. M. of whleh 
ha Is a put mutar. Jn ~u•tnua life ~lr. Hill Ia 

:-,.r.;~·:~ llal:~.::~ .. ';1:~~~t :~: ~=e .to~~~ 
rAiponolhllity. He II deeply Interested In all 
that pertain• to -dem advancement and Im­
provement, and dtttrmhoed to keep hho <117 
a bruit of ot.iera of Ita aiw. A friend to eharchH 

~nd u!/'rb~!h:f~":~c\· ~t.~:n.3:::n. ";,~'!.."! ~·~';! 
neon! along tlioH lines. Hie eharillea are mony, 
althouch the m.Jorlty of them are nnl modo pub­
lie, for l\layur HiU }o not ono to extol his own 
Yir!uas or benevolenNa, and he Ia al.,.·aya Iliad 
to lend a helptnr hand to those less fortunate 
than himself, his own tarl1• atrurtrle• making him 
IQ'IIIpatheuc .and understa.,dinc. 

WILLIAM COllmAN IIA.MKINC. Tn oomo lndl­
yjduelt ere «r•:~tad diooulftod talenl.& whleh they 
hllve tilt ahilltJ to ab1izo f~r tht benoftt nat oniJ 
of t'hemstiVfl but hamnlty ot large. With a 
broader tltld In whleh to labor aueh mrn ean 
dlnet their elfar!o In more dlrtetlon• and thoro­
fore reach mtn In eYel')" avenue of Uft'l eeth'ilJ. 

=~ft.,~'· .. ~·:: • .:::~. u::rr :~ !~·~~ 
nou ...;doned and their own eharocten ati'IJieth• 
oned. Warklnc ataed!utlr ..,.,,ard humar.ltarlan 
ends, lll<h men beeome tho beat and ""'"t valuable 
adjanrta whleh their eommanlu• mny paouu. 
In thla ews andoabtadly atand• Wilham Cllrio­
tlan lhMing, of Williamston, publisher of tlla 
Ente'llriH, and who 11 prooldont of the North 
Carolina Cbristlan loflaolanary Connntion 11 ol 
tho head of the ChTistian Chureh In tile alate of 
North CaroUnL 

Jlr. llaMinc wu hom nur Jamt1n1lo. Martin 
Coanty, North Carolina, Ftbruary a. 1871, and 
fa a aon of Hon. John W. and Sarah M. (Daniel) 
Jlannlasr. Tho ori"nal Manninc aneeotor came 
to Ameriea from Ehltland durlnJ Colonial time• 
and took up hll bome In North Carolina, when 
hla destrndanl! ha'ft ruehed hij:h plaeoa In llaal· 
11111, the profeulono, polltle• and mllltary and 
civil lifo. John Man:Unr, the rrandfotller of 
William C. Mannlnr, was bam noar Jamesvnlc, 
when he &pent hie oatln ltro. eanftnfnlf hio aetlYI­
tlos to hla ezte11>•vo C1Pf1aticms u a planar. He 
married Elizabeth Jlannlllg, who wu hom and 
died neor Jamo..nle. 

lob W, MaDDinr wu bam December 18, 1842, 
near Jamol'rille, aftd wa1 ahoat elehteon Jean 
af ap at tha oatllreu of the war between tho 
MIM. 1lt ft"t telbltd In th canley of tho 
(!oJI~"~ al'll\)', and 1ltlt1l hh< llr•t '""" of 
•II-\ •"'''roid f'M:nllttod a.~ a !Mmhtr of 
ae s...-tnlftnt'k llurimtDt. 1\ortll Carolina '"' 
filatry, with nleh •• oti'WII until th. •1- of 
tha ...,., •~ allita., I'O<Ord hoiq an o.<eellom' 
.-. ucl IDdudi~~~: fal\liflll ,.,rol'lllll'ec of dutJC 
¥ IW,I li• .... .,..t ~"'~rx Ia "'""' o! tJw ba:~ 

ber 18, 18~1, near JamavUI•, ancl dlod an tbe 
heme plantation November 14, 1900. Sht waa a 
dau11htor of William and ~lie (Roborooa) Dan­
lei, both of wham died 011 tha old llanhol planta­
tl~a. 'll'hieh had hou ln~a Danlal farally for 
mo>ro then ZQO tan. arandparonto wore 
thrift)', hard·wnr~nl!, God· earintr people, worth7 
of the rtapeet In whleh tbq were beld, carinr 
far tholr llelds and caorylntr on wltll &lave labor 

~:t:"!r·~~:::.~~-1n~e1~ :~:.'t:~~f•it.~~ ~: 
nine on tho Daniel aide wao a Rnolatian&lJ' 
ooldlor, who, apon haarlnr of tho aathrou of 
the AmorlrOA eolonlol fi'Otll the motlltr eounlrJ;£ 
'lllbda oueh hute to Jain tha patrint army tha 
he did not ha ,., time to make a retrultr will. Re 
thurofan made a verbal will, whleh Ia the onlll' 
::1~d:JI:'u:~1~u~~::;.. or •'not wriuaa,• re-

lihllrllr after hll JD&rr!ap John W. Jlanntnc 
batJt:ht lho hollle r.lantallon, oih:atad -·n mu .. 

::·b'!' .::! ~:::::-:~~~~· h1:~~~:, r::r.m% ·~=.ttr~'t. 
He was a mon of induatry, a •killed planter and 
a JlOC)d manaJtr, and wu able to aeeumalate a• 
rrutltrinr eompetoney, hein• known u one of tho 
aulostanllal mea of hia lacaliiJ'. Ho wu a dtlllo­
cnt In his pt1Jltlcal aUea!ance and prominent In 
hlo port1 and In pulllle Dfa, npruontlnr Martin 
County 111 the 0111ion of 11111 In tho Gonerol Aa­
HD!biy, If• aloo wu a otall\'art aapporter of 
the Christian Church, and a eonsiotent member 
of tho Jtnl.:hto or Honor. Bo and hie wife wore 
the paron!• of throo oona: Aaa J., a farmer 
od~catar and now eltrii)'JIIan of tho Cllrl1tian 
Chureh at V.'llliam•ton: William Chrlatlton, of 
lhio ,...;,...; and Jooaph E., who 0'11'111 and 
operataa tho homi plantation and II aloo • .,. 
ps;td ill tho lnouranee lluolnuo. 

Williom Chrlotlu llannlnr ., .. lvad a rural 
arhool edD<atlon In Jlartln Coant7 and wu 
re&rod on tho home farm, in tha caltlvatlon of 
which he uaiate1 u~ he wao twenl)·-etrht yoan 
of age, From 1898 ntll 1108 ho nrvid In the 
eapaeltr of rogloh of dttdo of Martin Coant7, 
and In the l•ttor 1••• boeamo b,1 purehaJO owner 

~i1ur~~~-·~h'1.h ~~~ ::,~a~w: .. .d~IPI.J:f~:.f 
p~bllsh "ith IU<<eiL Tbt Enlft'prloa, whleb 
was tstablithotl in lilt, Ia a democratic orpn, 
and has a larp clrealatlon In Martin Ulcl tho 

:;r;:n:;:rlac":l'."dtl':i th~'.o:;,':e':f ~~! ::~ 
Smith•idc otroela. at Wllllamoton. 'whore Mr. 
)lanninr also eondDcl.& a llrR-cluo job printlnr 
Hlahlirhmont. He ~- lllo roador1 a elen, 
whol010me, reliable and inta-Unr n"'apaper1 ,.;th porlln•nt odllarlala. lac:al mattar and worla 
11.,1, and hos pined aofqrtJslng oupport on tbe 
part of morehaata and prof-lonli men. Ra ill 
the owner of an a.tlrlctift hmne on Raachton 
Streat. Be haa eoatrlllatad to tha allballcllar 
and 11rarroo• of the -manit,. the WWI&Dioton 
Telophone Companyr which be faan4ed In 1100, 
and of whleh ha Ia atm tbe JD&aapr, althaach. 
he oold It to the C..tellaa Telophone Ulcl Ttf• 
~~h C-PI'l\"' Ia Jlla Pal!UtallJ llr. llaa. 
alu l.a a ......,...,,.1. Re - narc<! ill tile taltll 
af the Chrl::tlan C'.hlll'<h, and Ia ...,. p....W..t of 
th• Jllorth Carolina C.riatlan l\liaionary Coe­
,.ntion, which automaticall1 plaowo hi.- at the 
hud of "'- Chril.tian Cllurdl Ia lbot lllaiL 8a 
Ia :i!IK"""" ' ~· of ciw. '-'l ar: -n-


