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Rumors had becen circulatin. as to our next duty, as noted
in my letter of 2 October. At that point it appeared that we
mizht be sent to the Aleutian Islands, but this never materizlized.
Instead a few days later we received word that vie weros to
proceed to Pearl Harbor. We had been in commission for a few
days short of a year and were due for annual overhaul and
modernization which would include the installation of 5" _uns
to replace our orisinal 3". On the 4th and a2.a2in on thz 6th
we received aboard passengers for transzortation to seaxrl Eartor.

Our emotions were mixed. There was, of course, thz appecl
of leavin; the war zone to return to the pleasures of the
backwerd ares, a step toward home and probable recssi_nment
to & new seared turbine 5“ cun D of the type which hed made
their appearance in increasinz numbers assined to flzet
operations in the Pacific.

But overriding this, for me at least, waz a feelinzy of
let dowir. Ve hcd been on the frin es of action in an intercstin:

r slurromnding

®

area, but had never broken throu_h the barri

&
our hun-drum dvuties of escortin: merchsat shins and gervice

type naval vessels.
Suddenly, however, &ll this changed. Cur orders for

LYy

Pearl Herbor viere cancelled and we were directed to nroceed

1.C

as quickly =28 vossible to 3ceadler Harbor, llanis adwir:lty

Islands &nd r=nort to Commander Seventh Fleet with oscruations

based on U3S ‘asatch,.

We had been to :l2nus on sevarcl occasions previously,

~

but we wsre not nrepared for the si_ht which _re~tzd o= this
time. The harbor was crowaed with bottleshins, cruisers,
aircralft carriers, destro ers cnd DIs ws well =s mony sunport
types, transrorts and landin; cruft. There were hunirnds of
shins, but we were the only 3" Di.

we arrived on 10 Octoner and tiwe was of tne ess~rce.
After fuelinr and tronsferrin; our vassen_ers I rerortad

aboard the flz_,ship for bricfin; and to collect the



massive operation plan which detailed the part that we were
to play in the upcominz invasion of Leyte and with which I
must be fully familiar. This was to be the first return to
the Philippines after the sad events at Corregidor almost
three years before.

I also learned the reason for our last minute inclusion
in the operation. Ve were to serve as the replacement for the
USS Shelton, a2 new 5" DE which had been torpedoed and sunk off
Moratai on 3 October,

Our task unit, 77.4.1, under Taffy 1 (R.Admiral T.IL.
Sprague) was to consist of the CVEs Sangamon (flzg), Suwannee,
Santee and Petrof Bay. The screen was to consist of the
Fletcher Class destroyers IlicCord, Trathen and Hazelwood, and
the DEs Richaerd S. Bull, Richard M. Rowell, Eversole and -
Coolbauszgh. ' ‘ ‘

Barly in October the ships had begun to assemble at
-Manus and at various places along the coast of New Guinea,

The 738 ships in the Seventh Fleet for this operation
comprised 157 combatant ships, 420 axphibious types, 84 patrol,
minesweeping and hydrographic types end 73 service types.

Let me quote from my letter home dated Octoter 23,. 1944:

"We have been having a most interesting and enjoyable
time. A while back it looked as though we were headed for
practically a home zrea, but enroute our orders were chanzed
and I don't think anyone &board has been disappointed., All
along we were hoping to zet a look-in at the war and now we
have zgot it. About two weeks azo we were ordered to report to
a certain task force to form part of the screen for their
aircraft carriers. This was two days.before they were to set
out (on 12 October) and we had a mad scramble zetting together
necessary material and boning up on the operation and the part
we were to play in it. However, all went off well and when we
put to sea we were ready for anythinz which might develop."



And now let me quote from Samuel Eliot llorison, '"Leyte:

'"No one was sorry when the ships bezan to get under way.
No one expected to cherish happy memories of kanus or
Hollandia, yet, however unpleasant may be one's immediate
recollections, something satisfactory sticks. Come now, you
who were at Seeadler, Hew Guinea or Leyte; do you not feel a
certain zlow of pride that you were "there'"? Iilen have always
felt that way about wars they have been throuzh, since ancient
Rome, when Virgil had AEneas say, as he spun his yarn of Troy
- to Dido: Quaeque ipse mi-serrima wvidi, quorum'pars magna fui -
"These most lamentable events I witnessed, and a great part
of them I was."

On 10 October the northward movement started, all aiming
for a position called "Point Fin" off the entrance to Leyte
Gulf (lat, 10°28'30" N, long. 125°56'20" E), 1250 miles from
- Hollandia, throuzgh which all units of the Expeditionary Force
must pass, This table shows where each group was mounted, and
its estimated time of arrival at Point Fin: -

T

3 Departed Date ZBTA, Point Fin

s

MINESWEEPING AND HYDROGRAPHIC

GROUP Ilanus 10 Oect. 0600, 17 Oct.
DINAGAT ATTACK GROUP Hollandia 12 Oct. 0616, 17 Oct.
BOMBARDUENT AND FIRD SUPPORT

GROUP (includinz 12 CVEs) Manus 12 Deb. 1000, 17 Got.
SQUTH=RN ILST GROUP fanus 11 Qet. 2300, 19 QCct.
NORTHERN TRANSPORT GROUP Hollandia 12 Oct. 0000, 20 Oct.
"NORTHERN ILST GROUP (includ-

ing CLO3E COVERING GROUP) Hollandia 13 Oet. 0030, 20 Oct.
SQUTEERIN 2RANSPORT GROUP Manus 14 Dgt,. 0ilby 20 Opth,
FLEET FLAGSELP GRCUP Hollandia 15 Oect. 0340, 20 Oct.

The ocean passagze was marked by constant alertness for
air or submerine attacks that never materialized. Until
nearing the Philippines the weather stayed clear but a
following wind made the heat intense.'" -

Azain from my letter of 23 October:

"On our first day out our carrier group joined forces with



the battleships* and cruisers and all their supportinz ships.
It was an imposing show, in a formation of about 10 miles

.-diameter. We had preliminary maneuvers which included a bit

.of tarzet practice and supporting flight operation. On about
the third day out in fairly rough weather, we topped off our
fuel tanits by coming alonzside another ship and fuelinz under
way. This was a new exXperience for us, but it went off
without a hitch and in exceptionally good time. Then, with
everything in a top state of readiness we steamed on toward

-~our objective.

The first day (17 October) we were to strike, the weather

-_broke. The tail of a typhoon hit us and made operations for
~-our particular group impossible. We had to lie off and wait

for things te hush. The next day (18 October) was fins, and
early in the morning we launched our first flizht., Things for
1us started with a rush, for one of the first planes to be
Jdaunched from the carrier we were covering failed to make the
grade and crashed into the water. Ve headed baci at full speed
1o the rescue and found that fortunately the four occupants
had gotten out all rizsht and had already inflated their rubber
boat and were safe. We steamed down wind throuzh z moderate
sea to them, and in no tine, had them, plus their rubber boat,
aboard, all sefe and sound.

Later that day we had the new experience of itransferring
our passenzers (less the rubber boat!) back to their ship.
This was done by means of a bosun's cheir rizged as a breeches
buoy. e took station under the quarter of the carrier and
effected the transfer from there. Because of operations, we
could only transfer the pilot the first trip, and later.in the
day repeated the performance for the three enlisted men. The
dnterval between transfers gave us a chance to perfect our rig

for the purpose.’”

* 6 battleshivs, 3 light cruisers, 3 heavy cruisers,
12 CVEs (Jeep Carriers) and 17 destroyers and destroyer escorts
under admiral J.B. Oldendorf.



Escort Carricr Group (TG 77.4), Rear Admiral Thomas L. Spragy: »

Taffy 1 (77.4.1)
R. Adm. T. L. Spraguc
CVE sancaMoON
SUWANNEE
SANTFE
- PETROF BAY

Screen
DD atccorn

TRATHEN

HAZELWOOD

DE RIcHARD 5. CULL

RICHARD M, ROWELL

EVERSOLE
COOLBATGH

(As of 25 October 19.43)

Taffy 2 (774.2)

R. Adm. F. B, Stump

CVE NATONA BAY
MANILA BAY

Cardiv 27

- R. Adm. W. D. Sample ¢

MARCUS ISLAND
EADASHAN BAY
SAVO ISLAND
OMMANEY BAY

Screen

DD HAGGARD
FRANKS
HAILEY

DL r..w. sueseNs
ABERCIOMBIE
LFE, RAY WILSON
W. G WANY

Taffy 3 (7743

R.Adm.C. A. L. Speag .

CVE FANSHAW DAy
ST. L0 (eX-Min 4y
WHITE PLAINS
KALINTY BAY

Cardiv 26

R. Adm. R. A. Ofstic
EITKUN DAY
GAMBIER BAY

Screen

DD nHosL
HEERMANN
JOHNSTON

DE penwnis
J. €. BUTLFR
RAYMO:D

- ——

% B. RCBERTS



On the 17th of October the Task Force was divided into
pre—arranged task groups and task units., Our unit, 77.4.1
was the southern carrier group of the three formed. The
. composition of the Escort Carrier Group (TG 77.4) under Rear
Admiral Thomza L. Sprague is shown in the facing table.

During the storm of the 17th the Richard Rowell, rolling
in the heavy seas lost her mast which meant the loss of her
rader antennas. From that point on the other ships in the
screen would have to direct hef by TES wvoice radio. We were
frequently reminded, "Lady Bug (her voice call) is blind.

She cannot see!"

OQur voice call, incidentally, was "Pigsticker",

The gale 2bated during the mid-watch of the 18th and
that day dawned fair and clear.

Our carrier groups opercted in essigned areas east of
ieyte Gulf and their primary task was to provide air support
for the amphibious forces such as pounding enemy airfields
in the Visayos and intercepting enemy strixes o¢n the beachhez
In addition they had routine missions such a2s maintaining
combat air patrol over the amphibious forces, anti submarine
patrol for the whole Leyte area. And, owing to the absence of
Army air forces at Leyte, they were assizned special tesks
such as attacking Japanese truck convoys, bombing fuel

A
- o»

concentraetions and dropping supolies for the Army ashore.

Our forces in shore met surprisingly lizht resistance on
the 18th of Octobter, two doys before the planned lznding.
The entrance to Leyte Gulf had been secured by noon. The '
minesweepers were clearing the areas off the landing beaches
and the Underwater Demolition Teams were inspecting the
beaches where they found few obstructions. Meantiwe a shore
bomberdment was beins carried out asainst nebulous eneny
positions in the Southern Londin: Beach area. 3Bombardments
ended at 1735 and owing to the small number of mines encountered
by the swecpers Admiral Oldendorf brougsht the rest of his five
support ships inside Leyte Gulf for the nicht.



713

For the three days October 18-20, the main responsibility .
of our carriers was the neutralizing of eneny airfields in the
Visgyas and lindanao.

Azain let me guote from my letter of 23 October:

"The next day (19 October), in the midst of routine
operations, we received word that one of our planes uas
returning in troutle and would have to make a water landing.
It was a toss up as to where he would ccme down, but again
we hit the jackpot. We could see him trailinz smoke and
losing altitude over the formation and presently he hit the
water about 250 yards off our starboard beam., The plane sank
so quickly that when the splash had clesred, no part of it
was visible, but fortunately the pilot got out all right.

Even before he crashed, 'we had started turning, and in not
more than thfee minutes afterwards, we had the pilot aboard
uninjured. The pilot said later that he had been in a bad way
for the cowling in his plane had jammed and would not open.
With one last desperate effort he had managed to push it back
far enouzh to cet out.

The Admiral had evidently observed the performsnce, and
in 2 few minutes we received a2 message saying '"your rescues
have bzen superdb ancd are much appreciated." You can imeging
that this made me and the whole ship feel vpretty good. Shortly
afterrard we transferred our new passenger back to his ship,
the flagship. After this we figured that probably things
would settle dowvmn and set dull. No unusual activity had been
observed and everything was going rizht as per schedule, 2nd
it was too much to expect a rescue job every zay."

The two assault groups were to land on Leyte simultaneously
at 1000 on 20 Octorcer. The Southern Group under Admiral
Wilkinson was to land at Dula; and the Korthern Group under
Admiral Parbey wes to land at Tacloban. The air supvort for
the ‘landing was primarily the responsibility of Rear Admiral

T.L. Sprague.



Azain let me quote from my letter:

"The next morning (20 October) was bright and beautiful,
with no wind, and thin:s were prozressing in a most routine
fashion. At a little after 8:00 a.m. a flight was returning
and all was in order, when I, in the Chart Room, heard a call
to us on the voice radio asking if we had seen a plane crash
near the carrier near us. I rushed on deck Jjust in time to see
a8 Jap Zero winging away with two of our planes hot on his
tail. It had sneaked in with our returning planes and hzad
dropped four bombs near our carrier* and was trying to nzke
good his escape. He causght 211 of us completely unawares.

We all went to GQ immediately and not five minutes later we
saw two more Zeros streazking in toward the formation low over
the water. As soon as they were in rangce, all the ships which
~could bear, ‘opened up. They both made for the flagship,
strafinz - one turned short and came past our port bow out

of our range but in a hail from some of the other .ships. is
it seemed that he was zbout to head dommn towsrd us, ke turned
aﬁd made for the land, hotly pursued by our fizhters. The
other plane, meanwhile, had dropped a bomb very near the
flagship, hed turned through the formation and was hezded down
our starvoard side. You have never seen such a hail of tullets
as were flying. Thouzh the ran_e was not close, one of our
guns opened fire and the tracers were seen to hit the plzne.
However, he was in a cross hail from two other ships as well,
and so I doubt if we can clai. the honors. In an insteant
brange flames broke out from the motor and the Zero crashed
about 1500 yards cway, Jjust forward of our starboard beon,

A cheer zgrose from all hands and in an instant there wss only
a patch of flaming water where so mﬁch had been zoinz on only
a2 split second before. The pilot came to the surface and wes
picked up by the ship nearest us to starboard, apparentiy
severely injured. The damase sustained by our ships was
practically negligible. Ve later learned that both of the

*U3SS Santee.




other planes had been causht by our fighters and shot down.

This heppened about two days ago, and since then all hag
been very quist and routine. The weather has been fine and
apparently the boys have been having good hunting ashore.
Occasionally one comes back with a winzg partially shot away,
and there have been a few that have not come back at all,
but only a very few.

Our work now seems definitely to have settled down to
routine. Ve have fueled once again ~ or you might say twice,
for we were interrupted by an alert during the performance .
and had to get clear hurriedly. We have had several other
alerts as well, but it appears that the good work the boys
_are doing ashore is depleting the Jap planes, and, alas, the
Japs have got other things to worry about closer to their

airfields.
' A1l the reports have it that the natives ashore are

completely on our side. They have had their own boats out to
- rescue downed planes, and fliers who have been captured ashore
have been somehow extricated by the local guerillas and
hustled away to safety.

Well, that is how the news stands to daste and about all
I can say that is not censorable. I am certainly pleaséd
that we fell into the job, for it would have been very
unsatisfactory -to have come all the way out to these waters
and never to have even bzen close to the war. Of course all
this probtably knocks out our previous plans indefinitely,
but as yet we do not know and nrouvably won't for some time
to come. 4Actually.I don't mind for now I feel we are
accomplishing something, and we are having an interesting
time. Ve shall just have to wait and see what develops.
With a larse new field of this sort opened up, I guess they
will want plenty of this type of ship out here.

I certainly miss getting mail. It has been weeks now
since I have heard from you - last letter dated September 26th.
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I wonder what the news is and how 211 is going, but I am
just trustinzg that all is fine. By now the bird season must
be in full swinz and it is getting on toward time to think
about getting out the decoy ducks and the pea-pod. I think
this is the time of year I like the best 2t homé."

The beachheads were beinz consolidated between 21 and
24 October. Things were goinz just a bit too easily.

Unknown to us at the time, on the 22 or 23 October the
Japs after observing the strength of the American landings
revised their plan. They now decided to make Leyte instead
of Luzon the scene of the "general decisive battle". General
Suzuki was told to expect suvport from the joint air forces
on the 24th, a decisive sea battle on the 25th and on the
next day to look for heavy reinforcement of his ground forces
on Leyte. ' ' ‘

The decision, however, to execute the SHO-1 plan had
already been made on 18 October when the enemy had determined
that Leyte was to be the objective for the landings.

The general outline of the SEC-1 plan was this. ihile
Admiral Ozawa's Horthern Force decoyed Halsey's Third Fleet
up north out of the way, Admiral Kurita's Center Force coming
throuzh San Bernz2rdino Strait and the Southern Force under
Admirals Nishimura and Shima, debouching from Surizao Strait
would put a mighty pincer on our amphibious forces and fire
support ships in Lejte Gulf and "ennihilate'" them,

The orizinal plan called for the Center Force to sortie
from Sen Bernardino Strait at sunset on 24 Octobter. This
force, however, suffered some delays. On 23 Octoczer our
submerines torpedoéd and sank two of their cruisers off the
west coast of Palawan. On 24 Uctober'they suffered heavy air
attacks from the carrier based planes of the Third Fleet
which resulted in the sinkinz of the 18" zun battleship
Musashi and the cripplins of the heavy cruiser iiyoko.

After a full day of air attacks, Halsey, then located
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orf San Bernardino Strait, headed north in search of Admiral
Ozawa's Northerndiversionary force, quite in accordance with
the enemy plan. This left San Bernardino Strait clear for
Kurita's Center Force to exit. The three task zroups of the
Third Fleet - 65 ships strong - went steaming north at

16 knots to engage the 17 ships of Ozawa's Northern Force.

Kurita's Center Force, still vowerful, corpleted the
transit of San Bernardino Strait at 0035 on 25 October,
amazed to find nobody there to fight, and shaped a course
for the rendezvous off Suluan with Nashimura.

Air surveillance of the Southern Force on 24 October
was only sporadic, but Admiral Kinkaid correctly estimated
that the Southern Force intended to break into Leyte Gulf
via Surigao Strait and made such disposition of his forces
that oaly a miracle could have permnitted the Japanese to
attain their object. Admiral Kinkaid assumed in his operation
plan "any major enemy naval force approz2ching from the north
will be intercepted and attacked by Third Fleet covering
force."

As 24 Octover merged into the fateful Wednesday the 25th
Nishimura's Southern Force wes already reported by motor
torpedo boats to be approaching the southern entrance of
Surizao Strait and Shima's Second Striking Force was cotching
up. Admiral Oldendorf had formed Battle Line and sent scouting
destroyers down the Strait. There and off Samar mighty forces
were about to clash in decisive battle, and the issue was
far from certain.

Aboard Coolbaush our view of the overall situation was
somewhat myopic, but on the evening of 24 October the patiern
was be inning to take form. In the combat information center
as the sishting reports from submarines and planes came in I
plotted them on the chart. In this way we could determine
the pro_ress of the Center Force and thc Southern Force. Ve
were also aworc of the fuct that halsey was sowsewhere away

to the north and was not tuking further action against the
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Center Force, which he believed he had turned back,

It seemed only logical that the objective of the Center
Force would be to rendezvous with the Southern Force for the
purpose of annihilating our Seventh Fleet ships in Leyte
Gulf. However no further reports came in after about 2000,
so they became an uninown quantity. The only obstacle in
their way should they in fact be coming was our Task Group
of "Jeev Carriers" with their escort of destroyers and DEs.
It was a lonely feeling, With some concern we feced the
prospect of being caught in the middle of the pincer.

Since our Tacsk Unit, Taffy 1, wes the southernmost of
the CVE units, our operating area was just off the entrance
to Leyte Gulf. Should any of the Southern Force of eneny
ships &et throuzh we would be the first in line to tzke them
on. Gur 3V zuns looked small indeed.

‘ And so durings the evening‘of 24 October as we carried
out our now routine night retirement of formation steaning

on varicus courses we eagerly kept track of incoming messages
to keen abreast of developments. As the night wore on we

were aware of zreat happenings in Surigao Strait, but it

was only puch later thst we could piece tozether the entire
story which I will now try to sumnmarize from Samuel Fliot
Morison's official history.

Admiral Oldendorrt was well aware of the Japanese Southern
Force, its mzke up, its vrozress and its probvable objective.
He 2lso had time to arranze his forces to provide & »nroper
reception for Admiral Nashimura's Force and for Vice Admiral
Shima's Second Strikin; Force which Tollowed about 30 miles
behind. The balance was all in his favor both stratezically
and from the overwvhel:ing superioritj of his avzilable fire
power as listed here.

The oprosinz forces were as follows:



* The main groups under Admiral Oldendorf's command, plus

Desron 54, were as follows: — 2

Left Flank Battle Line
R. Adm. Oldendorf R. Adm. Weyler
- Heavy Cruisers Battleships
LOUIS¥ILLE MISSISSIPPL
- PORTLAND MARYLAND
_ MINNEAPOLIS WEST VIRGINIA
TENNESSEE
Light Cruisers CALIFORNJA
R. Adm. Hayler PENNSYLVANIA

DENVER
COLUMBIA Desdiv “X-ray”
" Cdr. Hubbard
S('f. 1, DCSIDH 56 CLAXTON
Capt. Smoot CONY
NEWCOMB THORN
AICHARD P, LEARY AULICK
~ -ALRERT W, CPANT SIGCURNEY
WELLES
&ec. 1, Desdiv 112
Capt. Conley
BOBINSON
1IALFORD
BIYANT

Szc. 3, Cdr. Boulware
HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS
FLNNION
1ILTZE

Right Flank
R. Adm. Berkey

Light Cruisers
PHOENIX
BOISE

Heavy Cruiser

H.M.AS, SIIROPSHIRE

Desron 24, Capt. NcManes
HUTCHINS
DALY
BACHE
H.M.AS, ARUNTA
KILLEN
BEALE

Picketr Patrol
Desron 54, Capt. Coward
REMEY
MCGOWAN
MELVIN
MERTZ

Desdiv 108, Cdr. Phillips
MCDERMUT
MONSSEN
MCNAIR

- This was more than enough to take care of the Japanese Southern
Torce, for which Admirals Kinkaid and Oldendorf planned sudden
eath, Every old Pacific hand retained a grim memory of events
centered around a cerrain little island in the Solomons which
Hibuson unpleasantly recalled. As Admiral Oldendorf said, “We
didn’t want them to pull another Savo Island on vs.” His disposi-

tions insured that they would not.
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Nashimure's Southern Force Vice Admiral Shima's Second Strikin> For.

Yameshiroc BB (flaz) Nachi CA

Fuso BB Ashizara CA
Mogami CA Abukuma CL (o01d)
Shigure DD and 4 DDs

Michishio DD
Agsazumo DD
Yarmasumo DD

BB=Battleship, CA=Feavy Cruiser, CL=Light Cruiser, DD=Destroyer

As Adnmiral Oldendorf said later, "Ly theory was that of
the o0ld-time zgembler - never 5ive a sucker & chance, If my
opponent is foolish enough to come at me with an inferior
force I'm certzinly not soing to give him an even break."”

The Pacific Fleet had never been so well prepared with
a flock of PTs to intercept, three destroyer squadron to
deliver torpedo attacks and a Battle Line to cap the eneny's
‘colunn. ) '

The first sighiing of'the evening by PT's was at 2250 on
24 October and their phase of the action lasted until 0213 on
25 October.

Including later actions in the Strait on 25 October, 30
of the 39 PTs on »atrol had got into some sort of fizht.
Altozether they fired 34 torpedos, a2ll but two of which ran
"hot, streizht and normal", but obtained only the hit on
"Abukuma" of Admiral Shima's Second Striking Force. They
neither stopped nor confused the enemy and were chased avay
by his gsunfire. They did, however, perform indisnensable
service throuzh their consact renorts which in addition to
the fireworks they vproduced fromn the eneny, a2lerted Admiral
Oldendorf's forces. '

Of the 30 bozts which came under enemy fire 10 were
hit but only 1 expended. Total ccsualtics 3 killed, 20 wounded.

The next phase was the brilliantly executed attack on
the enemy by Desron 54 (Capt.Cowzrd) vhich lasted between
0200 and @315. The sguadron wos divided =nd attzcked from
both gsides of the enemy. Althoush subjected to heavy fire and
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the zlare of gearchliszhts their torpedo attack was one of
the most successful of the entire war. With 47 torvedos they
scored on 5 ships and sank 3, includins Fuso which went down
later.

Only ten minutes after the Japanese absorbed a spread
of torpedoes from "ilonss»n" and "llcDermut" of Dasron 54
they were subjected to a similar attack from Desrons 24 zad
56. This phase lasted from 0254 to 0420. During this the

"Yamashiro" was hit by two torpedos.

The collective efforts of these destroyer attacks
accounted for about 75% of the fire power in Nishimura's forcé.

The liajor Gunfire rhase came next from 0351-0410,

By 0330 the enemy column, now reduced to one battleship,
one heavy cruiser and one destroyer was steaming into a trap.
It formed a wvery short verticle to a very broad T, but
'Oldendorf was about to cap it.

The cruisers opened fire at 0351, range 13,600 yz2rds,

- and at 0353 the Battle Line joined in, ranze 22,800 yards
with the battleshins firing 16 inch and 14 inch armor
piercing projectiles, with devastating results.

At 0409 Admiral Oldendorf ordered all shins to cezse
fire because the USS Grant of Desron 56, which had suffered
a crippling kit from the enemy, and some of her sister
destroyers were cein; hit by "friendlies'. The cease fire
lasted for 10 minutes, but this veriod of grace allowed
~ the Shizure and liogami to escape.

At 0419 the Yamashiro capsized and sank taking Admiral
Nashirura with her.

The eneny had no consolation in having damaed the
victors, for of iAdmiral Oldendorf's force only the destroyer
Grent had been hit and that mostly by her ovn side. She was
saved, however, and repaired in time to teke part in the
Okinawa operation. ‘

vhile this was going on Admiral Shina's Second Striking

Force was following alongz.
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His first encounter was with the PT boats. At 0325
Abukumz was hit by a torpedo. The PT had fired at a destroyer
and missed but the fish fortunately found Abukuma instead.

As a result of this hit Abukuma retired.

About an hour later Shima observed on his radar scope
what appeared to be two eneny ships. The two heavy cruisers
were ordered to attack with torpedos., Bach fired ei:_ht
torpedos. The tar;et was actually the two Hibuson Islands,
which were not damased. This was the Second Striking Force's
only contribution to the battle.

At 0425 Shima very vrudently decided to retire.

Just five minutes later Nachl collided with Iliogami which
was burning and retiring. KRachi's stern was badly damagzed.

Thus, by five in the morning on 25 October, with an hour
and a half to go before sunrise, the Jananese Southern Force
was broken up and in retreat., Batvtleships Puso and Yamashiro
had been sunk in the middle of the Strait; destroyers
Yamazumo and Michishio had gone the same way, &nd of Nishinurzs's
force only lucky ilogami, swift Shisure and crivpled Asazumo
had so far escaped.

But Shima's two heavy cruisers and four destroyers, which
had not been brought under American gunfire or torpedo attazck,
retired safely.

There were plenty of pickings left for the pursuit
phase of the battle,.

At 0617 A dmiral Oldendorf directed Rear Admiral Hayler
to ta2ke his two light cruisers and thres destroyers southward
to "oolish off enemy cripoles'". They sunk asauno at 0721,

At 1230 as a result of attzcks by Admiral T.L.Sprague's
"gvenzers" wmogawni was sunk, This left only Shigure afloat
from Nashimura's force,

The relentless pursuit was to continue for days afterward.
On the morninz of the 27th Abulouma was sunk by Arnmy air attack
(their first involvement in the battle), and on 5 November



.t

125-30
04238
-l
LOUISVILLE & left flank

Hibusoen |,
& 0520 1%
[Tl 4

s;!}«~~c NE GO

GG —
s

£
/:'51"
/I -
/'f‘
i’ﬁ Esconchads PL
042 ch‘h:v:n it
]MDG W1 0430

F,n"’” on SHuUR

““\1'3\ e &5

R \rs\" Fuso
st PT arack )\ \“ b.u e ad

:
i Nnmn Pt

<N
; Limasawa |.
&
o
: PT i ST
; 0315 A
5 Mt b
E 0,,0“ - 03
;/

Crunsar

19~3d-

S 0L -
,\2&‘»"‘9&/ 1/ DO 5\%{ 4
o / \)

MIN DA N A D

an BATTLE OF SURIGAO STRAIT
> 25 OGTOBER 1944
/" TRAGK OF VICE ADMIRAL SHIMA FORCE
-
- 2’:’34?‘5"‘!‘;“:[:?‘!0
/\/m.\ Naul. Mites
A hangey
T AN apandaned
. R

..
L

ot3t-




Nachi was sunk in lianila Bay by air attack from the Lexingston.
As of thet date of the Southern Force thzt had entered
Surigzao Strait only the lieavy cruiser Ashigara and five
destroyers remained afloat.

Sunrisz or the 25th came 2t about 05630, in hour before
that Taffy 1 had returned to station after night retirement
and at 0545 tegun to launch & strike for the pursuit of the
Japanese ships fleeins from Surigzao Strait. Taffy 2 and 3
Jaunched routine air missions and by sunrise were relaxing
into the usu2l morning routine.

Aboard Coolbaugh we knew tkhat the enemy in Surigao
Strait had been turned back, but details were sketchy. Not
knowing what the new day would bring forth we fell into the
pattern of operation which we had been carryinz out for
""the past week. '

This state of euphoriz’ did not last lonz, however. Ve
were suddenly electrified by messases that staerted pouring
in,Coripletely undetected until that time Kuritds Center
Force was sighted by a plane from Kadashan Bay at 0647, and
at 0648 when the Jap ships were still hull dovm their suns
opened fire., One minute later colored splashes from their
shells begen rising astern of Taffy 3.

llany scilors could not believe their eyes or ezrs.
Kurita's Center Force, in Admiral Halsey's estimation an
azzrezation of cripples, htd covered 125 to 150 miles in the
last seven hours completely undetected.,

Comnlete surprise ennlied ecuszlly to Admiral Kurita.

It seems to have deprived him of all power of decision, and
the result was a helter-skelter botlle. His shivs, following
the vhims of their commanding officers were committed
piecemezl and so in the end were defeated.

At 0701 Rear Admirel CAF Sprasue broadecast an urgent
contact report in plain lansuage, giving his position and
thot of the enenmy and acsking all whko could to gsend zcaosistonce.
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Lisht cruisers Hashiro and Yehaszi were the flagshins of
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the two Desrons screcening the van,



At the moment of attack, Admiral Tom Sprague's Taffy 1

lay about 130 miles S by L, and Admiral Stump's Taffy 2
ﬁetween them, but moch nearer to Taffy 3. The escort carrier
group commander acted quickly. At 0702, within four minutes
of Admiral Clifton Sorazue's ur.ent plea for assistence, he
had reguested and recczived permission from Admiral Kinkaid
to launch 211 available planes to strike the enemy fleet,
and passed the vord to Stump. Ceptain vhitehead, in flagship
Wasatch, in Sz2n Pedro Bzy, pulled planes away from other
missions to assist. Thus, within ten minutes of the time the

nemy opened fore, every aveilsble aircraft was flyinz to
help, and the rest were in process of lzunching. But would
they arrive in time? There was plenty of frantic worrying
on board the ships in San Pedro Bay, not only ebout the escort
carriers but' about themselves, in case Kurita broke throuzh.
' This was a matter of concern to us too. Considering
the battleships and cruiserz of the Jap fleet it seened

't + 1 Ar "!O'l'v.lr:J rav 'L'lb 150 0 & s VT~ DDS
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and DEs ermed only with 5" guns and a handful of tornedos,
and that they would soon be upon us a2s the third line of

£l
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defense.

The flezship of Taffy 3, Fanshaw Bay, and #hite Plains
on the exposed flank were the first to come under fire,
"Jicked salvoes siraddled white Plains and their colored
geysers bezan to snrout cmons all the other carriers from
projectiles loaded with dye ... yellow and purple, the
svlashes had a kind of horrid beauty." Cried & sesmzn in
¥hite Plains, "They're shootinz at us in technicolor!™"

At that moment, 0706, remcrked Admiral Sprague, . "the
enenly wos closing with disconcerting ropidity and the volume
and accurecy of fire was increasing. At this point it did
not appear that any of our ships could survive another five
minutes of the heavy-caliver fire bein_ received." his task
unit beins surrounded by "the ultimate in desperate
circumstances, " the Admiral saw that countersction wus
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urcently and immedictely required. He ordered all escorts
to attack the enemy with torpedoes.

Destroyers Counterattack, 0716-0830
This battle, so beautifully and bravely fougsht asainst

overwhelmin; odds, was filled with szzllant and memorable
episodes; none more so than the torvedo and gsunfire attacks
by the screen. Admiral Clifton Spra ue ordered his three
destroyers to make the first counteraticck on the Japznese
heavy ships at 0716, just after his escort carriers had
entersd the rain squall. ind one, at least, of the destroyers
was alreedy in the fizht. The most admirable thinz zbout
this battle was the way everything we had afloat or airborne
went baldheaded for the enemy. Kurita was bewildered by this

. superazsressiveness, and readily concluded that we had more
there than net the eye.

The three destroyers of Taffy 3's screen were Hoel,
flying the pennant of Commander ¥.D. Thomz=s, Heermann and
Johnston - a2ll <100-tonners of the Fletcher class.

As Johnston bore in to a flanking position, she delivered

.

rapid salvo fire from her main battery, airins at Kumeno,
which wcs leadiang =2 hedvy crulilser-eolumn, Over two hunﬂred
rounds were fired and numzrous hits were observed. Since the
anzle of her approach trousht all Japanese hezvy ships in
echelon, so that their forward zuns could fire et her without
foulinz each ovher's ranze, many of tlhen did; and snlzshes of
four or Tive different colors bezan risinz about Johnston in
her mzad, brave course. ‘

At this nmonmnent Commander EBvang passed the word which he
had already rezcived frou 3prajue, to deliver torpedo attzck
in conjunction with Hoel and Heermann. learest to the eneny,
Johnston +was the first to compiy. Clogsin; at 25 knots to
within 1C,000 yards of the heuvy cruiser, she fired her ten
torpedoes. Trey were observed to run "hot, strai:ht and
tiornzl. " Heving expended her entire supply, Johnsiton whipped

(A3



around and retired behind her own heavy smoke. What haprened
next can best be told in the words of her senior surviving
officer: - )

"Two and possibly three heavy underwater explosions were
‘heard by two officers ... at the time our torpedoes were
scheduled to hit. Upon emer:;i.z a minute later from the smnoke
screen, the leading eneny cruiser was observed to be burning
furiously astern.

At this time, about 0730, this ship zot it. Three l4-inch
shells from a battleship, followed thirty seconds later by
three 6-inch shells froa a2 lizht cruiser, hit us. It was like
a pupny being smacked by a truck. These hits knocked out the
after fire room and engine room, lost all power to the
steering engine, all power to the after three 5-inch suns
and renderea the gyro compass useless."

At this staze of the battle confusion reigned supréme.
Smoke and showers rendered the location of escorts a matter
of by guess and by God,

Hoel wags the screen fla_ship. Her skipper, Cosmander
L.3. Kintberzger, revnorted she commenced an snvroach on the
nearest battleship, Kongo, which was then about 74 miles
NE of the spot where Kumano was tornedoed. The range was
then 18,000 yards. She ovened gunfire at 14,000 yards, and
gso did the enemy. At 0720 she received & hit on the bridze
which destroyed all voice radio communication. Two minutes
leter, &t a ren_.e of 9000 yardis, she launched a half-szlvo
of torvedoes at Kongzo, then steerins an ev=sive course of
1400 at 20 knots. The results were unobserved, but Konzo's
Action Report states that she avoided four torpedoes by
by turning shorp left at 0733. Before the "fish" had run
their course Hoel received hits on her after fireroom and
after turbine, knocking out three guns and the port engine
and jamming the rudder hard risht. Before steering control
could be shifted aft, Hoel found hersclf headed straizht for

the battleshin that she was engaging. "Guns Nos. 1 and 2

3
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continued to fire on the targets of opnortunity." Seldom
has a destroyer encountered so many opportunities.

Hoel nay have been Kurita's Imeginary "cruiser observed
blowing up and siunking at 0725, " but she wasn't sunk yet.

The one idea of her skipper, as of Commander V/.D. Thomas

(Comdesdiv 91) on board, was to inflict maximum damsie on
the eneny while she floated, in the hope of divertinzy major-
caliber fire from the escort corriers and sgiving them a few
minute's grace. So, undismayed by the loss of one engine, of
her Mark-37 fire control director, of BD radar, of brid;e
steering control and of three out of five 5-inch guns (all
shot out by Kongo), Hoel returned to the fray in the hope of
getting the rest of her torpedoes into Haguro, which was
lezadinzg the Japanese cruiser column. At about 0750, "using

-manual trzin and selective aim with the torpedo officer on

No.2 mount due to the loss of communications with the torpedo
mounts, " z half salvo of torpedoes was launched at the leading
cruiser at a range of about 6000 yards, target anzle 50
degrees. All torpedoes ran ‘'hot, straisht and normal'" and
"larze columns of water were observed to rise from the cruiser
at about the time scheduled faor the torpedo run." Japanese
records indicate that these torpedoes missed, which is
difficult to accept, as therc were no bombers about 2t the
time to create the ¢eyser effect with their near-misses.

Hoel, minus one engine and three of her 5-inch juns, was
not so lucky. She attempted to retire southwesterly, but
could not et out of the box into which her commander's
courzze had led her. Kongo lay 6000 yards on her port beam
and the heavy cruisers were 7C00 yards on her starboard
quarter. Iier one engine turned up jusi enou:h speed to "string
alon:" with the enemy, but not enoush to pull clarnr. Every
Jepanese shin within ran e toolk a crack @y her, but by
fishtailin; and chasin: salvos she wes cble to keep aflost
for an hour and five minutes after her {irst hit, and her
two bow suns barked continuously at whatever enemy seemed the

ny

@
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most menzcinz, expending some 500 rounds of S5-inch 38 between
themn. She took over 40 hits: 5-inch, 8-inch and even 16-inch.
All thoss of major caliber were armor-pilercin; and went right
throuzgh without exploding, but they were punching her full of
‘holes below the water-line., The Japanese heavy ships passed
so close that Hoel's crew observed their "vitiful" anti-
aircraft fire, which they said resenbled the "zone-barrzze™
systen that the United States Havy had abandoned in 1942,
Hoel's crew ot a closar look at Yamato than did any other
American bluejackets.

Pinally at 0830 an 8-iunch shell put the remaining
enzine and generator out of cormission and Hoel went dead in
the wvater. All engineering spaces were flooded, No.l megazine
was afire, the ship listed heavily to port and settled by
" the stern, and at 0835 the word passed: "Prepare to abandon
ship." The firemen and water tenders went about treir tesk
preparing the engineering plant so that no explosions would
occur, and Hoel was left to her fate. The Japenese continued
to pump shells into her, and at 0855 she rolled over and sank
in avout 40GC0 fathons.

Commander Thomas, the screen commander, was severely
wounded, but recovered; Commander Kintberger, who also sur-
vived, wrote a seaman's epitaph to this memorable action: -
"PULLY COGNIZANT OF THE INVITA3LE RESULT OF EHNGAGING SUCH

VASTLY SUPHRIOR FORCES, THE3 S LIEN PERPORIED THEIR ASSIGIED
DUTIES COQOI/Y AND ErFiCIzlTLY UNTIL THWIR SHIP WAS SHOT
FROM UIIDER THEM. '

"Little Wolves" Counterattack, 0750-0918
Hoel and Heermann were not alone in this sccond torpodé

attack, nor was Hoel the only loss. Vhen Admiral Clifton
Sprague ordered the second torpedo attack et 0742 he uscd his
code word for tne destroyers, "“Jolves make torpnedo atitock."
The destroyver escorts were known as the "Little Volves, " and
Lieutenant R.VW. Copelund USLR of 3amuel D. Roberts was so
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eager to et into it that he siznaled Commander Thomas, the
screen conmander: "Do you want Little ‘olves to go in with
Wolves?" Thomas replied "Negative, " but quickly followed that
discouragin; word with "Little VWolves form up for second
attack." That did not help matters much, as the DiIs never had
been tauzht to "formn un" and had never delivered a torpedo
attack. They were in somevhct the same situation as the motor
torvedo boats, mounting tormedoes but with no chance to use
them, as their employment in the Pacific had been almost
entirely in antisubmarine work. But they flinched not; and
Roberts, despite the clear intiwation thzt she was not wanted
in the destroyer column, taszed along 3000 yards behind Hoel
and Heermenn rether than seek out her fellows on the other
flank of the cerrier formation. _

And so the Robterts, Raymond, Dennis and Zutler Jot into
the action too, closinzg the enemy, firing their torpedoes and
five inch guns and legying the smoke screens which were such
an important part of the action.

The Roberts was first hit a2t 0850 and later took tw
or tkhree 14 inch HC shells which put her out of action. She
sank at~1005. The others, thousch taking some hits, survived,.

Johnston's final act was to teke on five enemy destroyers
and she manzjzed to bluff the enemy into a premature torpedo
attack. Under an avalanche of shells she finally sank at
1010, The Heermenn, though badly holed and dovm by the bow,
survived. =

Des»nite the brave action of the escorts the eneny was
eble to close the cerriers whose speed was only 17 knots and
sank Gambicr Bay.

However the relentless asisiaults upon the encryy by the
screen and by every available air craft which delivered
torpedo, bounbing and strafing attacks paid off. Hazuro and
Tone, two of the four heavy cruisers thal endeavored to close
the port flank, broke off at 0905 and 0920 respectively; the



other two, Chokai and Chikum2, were sunk by a combination
of air and surface attacks. admiral Kurita's final offensive
thrust wos the destroyer attack which went home at 0915 and
was thwerted by Johnston. In Admiral Sprasue's own words: -

"At 0925 iy mind was occupied with dodgin: torpedoes
when near the bridze I heard one of the siznalmen yell,
"Goddamit, boys, they're gseuvting away!" I could not believe
ny eyes, but it looked as if the whole Japanese Fleet was
indeed retirinz. However, it took a whole series of reports
from circling planes to convince me, And still I could not
get the fact to soak into by battle-numbed brain. At best,
I had expected to be swimming by this tine,"

The main action was over.

As previously noted, Admiral CAF Sprague's ursent voice
call for help wes tranamitted at 0701 and Admirel T.L.
Sprazue within four minutes hzd requested and received
permigsion from Admiral Kinkaid to launch all availzble
planes to strike the enemy flect. Preparations for this were
in pro_regcs when suddenly we came under attack fron a
different source.

Azain let me quote from Sanusl Eliot ilorison:

Enter Kanikaze, 0740--1130 October 25
"mven after urite retired the battle wrs not over for

the escort carriers. Other hostile forces had been relecsed
which had to be dezlt with; soime of them were 2lready being
fouzht during the main phase of the battle. Rear Adniral
?.L. Sorzjue's Taffy 1, conprising three San;amon class and
one Kaiser class escort carrier, witn a screen of three
destrovers and five Dis, was havingz a toush fizht to the
southward, This sroup had the honor of receivins the first
delibercte Hamikaze suicide plane attack of the war,

"Mofty 1, An its re_wlees day opera%in; arca about 40
niles off{ Siar_zo Island, and gome 130 miles to the south-
ward of Teffy 3, hzd launched & strike of 11 Aven ers and

17 Hellecats to join the chase down Surignro Stroeit, an hour



before the battle opened off Samar. As soon as word came
throuzh of the attack on Taffy 3, "Tommy" Sprazue prepared
to send ascistance to his friend "Ziogsy", and did., His
carriers were 1in the process of recovering and rearniag
planes returaning from other missions at 0740 when they were
jumped by six Japansse vlanes from Davao.

"Santee hzd just finished launchingz five T3ils and ei_ht
Fll-2s when a Japanese plzne dove onto her out of a cloud,
and so near thaot no guns could bte brouzht to bear. It came
in strafinsg, crashed the flight deck on the port side forward
and continued on throush the hanzar deck. The explosion
blew a2 hole 15 by 30 feet, and staried fires in the immediate
vicinity of eight 1000-pound bombs. Failure of these bombs
to detonate is provably the most fortunate event in Santee's
long and active career. The fire was brouv.nht under control
by 0751, but the carrier sustained 43 casualties, 16 of them
fatal. '

"Half 2 minute after this suicide crash another Kamikaze
circled Suwannee astvern, and, when hit by her antiaircraft
fire, spiraled dovn and rolled over into a dive, heading
for Sanzamon. One 5-inch shell fired by Suwannee hit the
plane when it was about 500 feet fron her sister flattop,
causing it to swerve and snlash at a safe distance. At the
same tiuie Petrof 3ay was closely missed by a third Kamikaze
which w2s knocked dovm by antiaircraft fire.

"Pive nminutes after the fire hzd wcen extin;uisned on
Santee, she was hit on the stzrboard side between frames 58
and 60 bty a tornedo, launched by Jopanese submarine '1-56,
The explosion caused a certain amount of dsmasze, but no
casualties. I-56 had picled the wronj; ship, for the larie
convertad tankers of this closs gafely absorhed hits that
would have tecen lethal to the Kaiser class, Santee, with a
slizht list from flooding, was making 167 knots before eizht

bells strucli.



"Suwannee, after shooting dovm two Zekes, spotted a
third off her stern, circling in the clouds at 8000 feet.
Her antiaircraft sunners were on it in a jiffy. It rolled
over, snoking, toward the carrier's starpvoard side and then
plummeted, hittinzg Suwannee about 40 feet forward of the
after elevetor, mekinz a 10-foot hole in the flizht deck.
Tts bomb exnloded tetween the flisht and hangar decks,
tearinz a 25-foot hole in the latter, injurinz the main
deck and causing numerous casualties, The fire on thes hangar
deck was promptly quenched but the after plane elevator
remained inoperavive, Within two hours the flizht deck
demazge had been temporarily repeired so that landings could
be made, and at 1009 air operations were resumed."

It was shortly after this time that the CVE St.Lo of
Admiral CAF Sprazue's group which had survived the attack of
Kurita's Center Force was struck by a Kamikaze which
crashed through the flisght deck and burst into flames below.
The resulting -exnlosions of torpedoes and bombs on the
he sunk at

0

hanzar deck literally blew the ship cpert and
1125 under a cloud of dense sinoke.

Azain let us return to Sam Liorison:

"Around noon on 25 October, and ggein at 1220, three or
four enemy fighter planes carrying bombz attacked. Taffy 1 and
were driven off by ships!' sunfire. Taffy 1 then steamed in
a. northeasterly direction to join Taffy 3, and at 1700
launched all renaining plenes to atteck urita's Center
Force, wnich by that time wes well out of ran_e. illany planes
of this group landed on Tacloban Field; others made night
landings on Santce and Petrof Bay around 1945. At 2237, .
before rendezvous with Taffy 3 was effected, destroycr
escort Coolbauzh (Lieutenant Commander S.T. Hotchkiss USIiR)
of the screen siszhted 2 submirine veriscone in the dzarkness,
Aniral Syresie ippediztely ordersed 2 90-de.pree eucrienicy
turn. Just as it wos completed, & torpedo passed along each



e

side of Petrof 3ay. Coolbauch promptly attacked the sub-
merine with hedzehoz, unsuccessfully.* Teffy 1, after
éivhtin; Teffy 3 and exchenzing sigmals, turned southward
again. Next morning, 26 October, destroyer escort Richard
II. Rowell of the screen made a sound contact on a submerine,
Within half an hour she had sighted the periscope and mzde
a series of hzdjehog and depth-charge attacks; but that
I-boat, too, zot away." _

Let me sey a 1little more 2bout this submarine encounter.

The nizht of 25 October ﬁas brizht and clear with a
partial noon and about 15 knots of wind to producde a slizht
sea which sparkled with reflected moonlight. Our sveed was
about 15 knots and our position in the screen was off the
starbosrd bow of the formation of CVEs. I was enjoying the

. night a2ir and complacent in the knowledze thet at least for

a while we would have no nore Kamikazes.

Suddenly and sinmultaneously reports came in frox the
Comvat Informction Cen +
the bridse, radzr o
the startoard bow.

Immediately we notified the flagship, set 2 shallow
vattern on our depth charzes, and proceeded for the a%tack.
The scenario was entirely in accordance with the meny
practice sessions we had been through.

With attack speed of 15 knots and targ;et speed of about
four to five knots, anrproaching, the tiiie involved was to be
a short two minutes.

The sonzr recorder traces conme in at just the right
ansle of apnroach toward the point ut which I would call
"Roll one." But then, as the cruc1a1 rorient drew imminent,

something went wrong. The recorder, so crucial to the

¥Rear Adm. T.L. Sprazue Revort p.31. "We saw it explode, "
said Lt. David :icheson USLH of Coolbzu_h to the writar, "but
only ot an I asaessient, " Gcrn;n, Jevanese ond Italicn Sub-
marine Lo-=ces indicats thirot thio cubie rine did not sink. It
was probhably I-30¢. Position wag 1lnt. 02°52'l1l, lonz. 127°30'3.

The mention of hed cho; here is 1ﬂcorro-u, Lot eoiie
lLoter.
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operation, quit. 1y only recourse scemed to be to juestincte
our rate of conver_ence and roll the charges with hope and
a prayer. To be effective the explosion would have to occur
within a few feet of the tarzet. '

Looking off the starboard bow along the path of the
moon in the direction of our quarry I was suddenly zalvanized
to see a periscope slinting in the moonlizht. Its anproach
was such that it would about collide with our Tfantail,

A moment later one of the crew on deck saw the szne
thing. His reaction was immediate, Poihting his finzer at it
he ran aft toward the depth charzes and in his excitement he
swallowed the quid of tobacco he was chewing.

Forgetting the scientific approach I watched the peri-
scope proceed toward the oroper point and then called for

the charges to be rolled.

Seconds that seemed like hours nassed R&§9£FuE§FUE?FSt
depth charze exploded., Then almost simultaneouslyAtherejb
followed éAshattering explosion. The ship shook like 2 mouse
being shaksaﬂgyf? terrier as a vast column of flame and
debris shot £ifty feet into the air close on our port quarter.

Iy reflex wias to zive a zreat shout - a2 cheer of suddenly
released tension and for the success of our attack, As a
resvlt I promptly lost my voice, an infirmity which almost
drove me out of my mind for the next two days. '

By this time Taffy 1 wos sone distance away and moving
out, Ve were directed to remain in the area and seéarch for
debris, o0il samples or human rcmains.

We were convinced that we had seen the submarine exvlode
but none the less we carried out a retiring search plan in
a half hearted way. Soon we iwere alone on the ocean with no
tarzets on the radar scrcen.

An hour or two went by before the radcr operator
announced that he had two contacts aporoachin: from the north.
As we watched themn they started to va2lk between themselves
on the M55 voice rudio. They were two IFletcher Clauss

destroyers and their coaversation went cs follows: "Wolf one



from Wolf two, I have "skunk" (unidentified contact) on
bearinz 175 range 10,000 yards, over." (The exact range and
recipnrocal bearins of one of our radar contacts.)

"ilolf two frowm Wolf one, I see that skunk too, over."

Then there was a pause. I reached for our TBS to identify
ourselves and set their minds at ease, After a dey such as
we had all exverienced we were 2l1ll apt to be a little
trizser happy. I was suddenly dismayed to f£ind that our TBS
was dead. The shock of the recent explosion had jarred
something out. Our ship, like myself, was voiceless.

"ilolf one from Wolf two, shall I open fire? over."

For a moment there was a pregnant silence, on our part
filled with a few silent preyers.

Then, "V/olf two from Wolf one, nezative, he shows
slizhtly "friendly" to.me, out."

Our IFTF (Identification Friend or Foe) signal, thousgh

very faint (due no doubt to its recent &haking) saved the day.
With a sizh of relief I watched our friends disappeor

from the radcr scope. )

When morning came there was no debris to be found.
¥es there none, or was it due to having lost the spot. of
exnlosion due to our seazrch and retirement from the two
destroyers? Just after dawn we received orders froa Taffy 1
to rejoin the screen, and for the rest of the morninz we
resvmed our resular duties,

MNow let me turn a_aian to Sam Llorison:

"Shortly after noon 28 October, the Kamikazes pulled off
another attack on Taffy 1, then at lat. 09 37' H, lonz. 126
53' E. Her owvn combat air patrol saved Santee from twelve
Judys. Sansamon and Petrof Bay were narrowly inissed. A Zeke
that chose Suvanncee as the place to die crashed a torpedo-
bomber which had just been recovered and was sittinz on the
forword eleov:tor. Both planes exnloded, both nilots and

two crewmen were killed, nine more planes spotted on the



flisht deck forward were ignited and exploded, lighting a
fire that was only subdued after several hours of hzrd work.
Despite this and her earlier mishap, Suwannee's luck held;
the plane's depth char es burned but did not explode. But
the cerrier lost 85 killed, 58 missing and 102 vounded, soice
of whonm subsegquently died.

WThe story of an unknown hero of Suwannee is told by
Commander S. Van llater, her executive officer. 4 number of
men in the forecastle were cut off from the rest of the ship
by flanes, .

"After severazl calls to have medical supplies brouzht to
the forecastle for those seriously injured were unproductive
of results, an enlisted man informed Chief Avistion
Electrician's iate C.Ii. Barr that he would try to zet throuzh
the flames to et medical supplies because he could no longer
"stend the sufferinzs of the wounded. Despite Barr's efforts
to stop him, the man climbed teo the 20-mm mounte Just
forward of the flizht deck. A second lzter a torpedo-bomber
directly in his path exploded and the man was seen holding
on the starboard side of the flisht deck with one leg blown
off. A moment later he fell into the water and was not seen
again. Every effort to ascertzin his name has proved
unevailing. ‘ '

"So it is in any battle. The efforts of many an unznowm
sailor save hundreds of his shipnates' lives and turn
possible disaster into vietory. Others, like the unknovn
hero of Suwannse, feil gloriously in the attemnt, but their
example is not lost, as Pindar wrote 2500 years ago: -~

Across the fruitful ezrth and o'er the sea

Shoots a brizht veam of noble decds, unquenchable,.."

iie were the escort closest to Suwinnee when she took
this Kanmikame and so we werc ordered to stand by and to pick
up survivors.

Liany of her crevw were blown overbourd at the time of



the initial explosions and many on the forccustle who were
cut off by flames fron the rest of the ship Jjumped overboard,
The sea was everywhere dotted with fijures floating in life
jackets.

FFortunately the sea was almost flat calm so that fron
the bridze we had perfect visivility. Ve put over the whale
boat and life rafts to pick men out of the water, cnd akoord
the ship we strung every aveilaeble boarding net over the
side. In that way 1 could manoever the shio to pick soune
up directly.

Ily oroblen wes complicated by my lack of voice. I sot
in my cantain's cheir in the starbozrd bridze wing and kent
Dicit Wernncke, ny exec, at ny elbow. In & hourse voice I
would whisper iy orders in his ear for hin to relay as
required,. '

All hends available for the purnose lined the rails to
help survivers abourd. 3ome were in ¢ood conditicn aad could
take cire ox themselves, but mony were terribly hburred and
hed other injuries.

Onz of the colored stewards' nates was aft belning . le
grasped a nezrby ankle to help bring; the man abocrd. Suddenly
he turned to iir. Smith.

"Wigteh Smith, suh," he szid, "dat leg am nighty till,
suh! "

Smitty renlied, "Of course it is, that mon's dend!”

Johngon, who could deal with the live oncs very well
toolr off Fforvord like o rebbit.

The Chief rhormoeists Mate, R.L. Wiecks, tool ecare of
the burned and injurecd and sow thot they were tohken or
conducted to the wardroom, the batile dires=sinsg at: tion, for
emerzency trewtment, Soon every available spuce viis filled
in the officors quartors and dovn below in the berihing
spaces neor the sick bay.

At lagt we had picked ur Sl survivors and onco

L <4



man who wns so badly injured that he dicd as he wvwes bein
taken aboard. That evening we conducted burial ot sen for

him,
Nine stretcher cnses roguired wssi:tince beyond the

®

capabilitics of our Chief rhrmai.cist's ilite and thase w
trensferred, securely lashed ianto metzl litters, to U.3,3.
SANIGOLIOI,

SUWANSEE, bhaving suffered Kamnikuze hits forward asnd sfit
wis now out of service. lionetheless vwe reirined in the arse
on ni ht retirement until 0212 on 27 Cctober when we reccived
orders to depurt T.G.77.4 znd escort SUJANYE to lionus vio
Kossol Ro:uds, Palou, where &2 hospital ship was onchored.

The Buttle of Leyte Gulif, as fur as we were concarncd,
vias ovar,

One of the wosgt heroic fawiures of this loct experinnce
was the tireless ministrutions to the burned =and injured
renderad by wicks and his meny voluntesr assistints for
which they 211 ecrned the enduring _ratitude of the brave
nen they served. I recommendced him for the Bronze 3tir Llodzl

which I loter hod the pleasure of nresentin to hin,
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Uclober &0, duydd

80 much has haposecned since T last wrote (thoush the letter has not

yet been mailed) tnat I scarcely lmow vhere to stapt. #nd the
.censorship rezulatisns are such that even 1f I did I searcely motw
“vhat I con say. In oy last letter I descrited =% some detail our first
alr attack. Ifow that is such sncient history that it is almost
forgotten in light of the more recent znd far more territle things

that havg h;ppeped. First, thorgh, I can say that the "fighting,
Coolbaugh™ has so far cowe thzu unscathed, end for all her experiences,
has emerged a better ship then ever.

Lbout a day or so after I last wrote, things began to reslly hot up.
You undoubtedly read about wvhat I am referring to In the nevspapers, ,s
but written in a far more optimistic vein thsn the one in vhich ve ”
sctually lived throuzh then. The losses‘vnich you read of occurred
Just over the horizen froa us, e2nd had it not been for the superd work

" of a few smcll ships there is mo telling how many more losses there

40 SooTH LN

wight have been. Our groud;, however, was far from unscathed, and got
a good taste of the Jeps from ztove and below -~ thouzh fortunately <
not from surface craft. It is a revelation to see what sulcidel maniacs

ARNP
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they actuzlly eare, but 1t is aiso a resvelation to see how infinitely
superior our tactics. our damage ceontrol znd our spirdt is to thelrs.

One of our ships Ziter receiving itwo crippling blows within a fex
~minutes of eacn otner, reported fready for duty in alil respects? v1lthin
an hour znd a helf. The spirit of the nmen has also been superb. 7Te
have had nen. tzken abtoard here, who heve been so horrlbly burned that
it was slmost Imnossicle to distinguish thelr features, but tho never
gave any hint as to thelr pain and could actually smile and say theyry
viere fine. _ .
* ) of oulX CT(M‘J? .
Fortunately for us the escorts,did not izke much of a pasting, and
in our cese we were able to dish 1%t out in some sgmell measure. One
night vhen vie were scregening our formation, we picked up a submarine’™’
contact and went in for the attack. We actually saw his periscope 7%
cilose aboard end had the satisfactlon of bloving him to smell pleces

in a very spectaculer exslosion. .He nad elready {ired one torpedo,
which fortunately missed its mark, but he never had a chance to fire
the .rest ol thea. i - ' o

' 4 ;g !
1L 0T {Pr:w-r Go Piercen UP Flora USE SURERIR
o ¢

Not long aftervard, as wé had accoulred a rather full passenger 1lict, - %o

ve were desizmated to escort one ship beoelr torvhere we novw are.” This

Jittle rest huas been very welcome to &1l hands, I cen assure you.

Althougn.where we now are v.e can near Japs Liring aviey on the beach,

it secms to us to te a very bpackvard area. At lesst ve have hod the

satisfection of teingy on the syot vhen the going was toughest and

things looked blackest. XNow, ©s you n:ve reed in the papcrs, our iittle
. yellow friends nzve withdrawn and things are assuming a more rouline

aspect. I ho»ne we shall be sent back in ecgain, put at the moment 1L

have no ldea vhat they have in store for us.

Mige”

[

It has been a dresdfully lonz tlume gince we have received any mail.

1t vwill ke & much leager tiaz before we gelt any I fear. Vhen vie lelt

nSleepy Hollow"*(3edrs azo it scems!) vie dirccted our mail to be

forwarded to vhat we then thoucht vas to be our destination, so now

I presume 4t 1s ccecumulating thcre and there is no telling vhen wo shall

see 1t. Ve just have to preswae cnd hope that 211 ihe news 1s zood

news -~ and 3t will e 2ll the more interesting vhen 1t rinally catches

up r.1th us. TERie, AT JEVE e T Bl W o BV T
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It will seem awfully good to gel back.

I have never seen the spirlt aboard the ship better thzn it is now.
The boys have rezlly been wonderiul and some of them really deserve
citations., The Chief Phermacists Iiate for tvio days and nizhis never
so much as sat dovn, end his sovirit and orgenizaticn of nls more or
less unskilled but supremely willing helpers, was vonderful, and has
gained him the unfeiling gratitude of the poor fellows he was caring
for. Even the Stevards iates {colored boys) whom we felt a little
doubtful of under war conditions, perforiued nobly. The ones vho 4id
not have Bibles &nd Prayer Books of their ovn, 1ifted them frono
elsevhere and menned their guns lixe seasoned veterens, Bible in
hand, =nd though much extra vork vas put on them by our passengers,
they vere always cheerfully ready and worked like beavers.

On the theory that a crew must be a coordinated teem, and to vork
intelligently together, must lmow ell (or 2lmost 211) of the facts,
I have held deily newscaests on the spezker system and bhave kept th
fully up to date on vhat has been going on end what vie might expect.
I was pleased to see how eagerly they looiked forvasrd to getting tie
dope from "Tokyo Hotchkiss" - (end later checking it vilth Tokyo Rose!

Viell I shall stop =znd write a2gain leter. You vill vrobably get a
whole bunch of ny letters in 2 batcn and read them all in the virong
order., but I zuess you vill make soue sort of sense out of them. X
wish I could tell you more end notv just hint. However, if I tnrotse
you everything then I wouldn't have much to tell you unen I eventuzlly
get back - so perheps cengorsnip serves some useful purpose.

about me, btut there is no way I can get word to you now vntil I
4 o

3
get these'letters off. I long for news of you boih and of East Bivar.

Stu
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( ITARRATIVE
This attaok must be consldered urgent. Then sound contact wag

o3tablisned dsilnitely, ths ordsr was given to get a nadium natiern
and %o nan nedgehogs. The ship was 2% General fJuarters expeching an
eir aibaclk a3 =pany aircraft had bsea reported in the near viginiy
™18 nositicn of thils vessel 1n the scrsen rz=guirad that we at leas
drop aa embarasziag patiern. Wiaea radar reported a pip at the aporox-

nate range and beariay of sound contact the order was changed to set
a shallow patiern. Tals was givea at about 800-900 yards, =2nd per-
sonnel bezan setbting caarges on the starboard rack to a shallow set-
ting. A% 50 yards the starooard lookoub, Leo Spevack, Soil3e, renorted
a parlscope at about 0300 relative in the edge of the moon's putia.
The ship?’s hsading was 170° T, #hsan the periscone was abreast of ths
bridse ths Companding Cfficer estimated its diastance to be about 1C0
Tzet, Judginz from the periscope’s waks the submarine's course was
about 0200 T, spe=d 6 -~ 7 knotsz, and 1t mbpeared that ths pariscope
would apoub collide wita or just pass cleer of ths fantall, 7hsn the
parlscope was abreast of the bridze the order to "roll one" was given,
Orders 4o roll succeeding charzes wers given at abous bwo second in-
tervals. The Tirst thrsee chargss were heard bto explode. The third
chargs was lmmediately followed by a larsze explosion estimatsd to be
a% about 75 yards fine o2 our rorbt auarter. 'fae axploslion cauged a
tremendous concussion 'and threw a nushroos lilte biack cloud vertically
upward to a heizht of €0 to 100 tzet and produced a desp red ilaae
wilth vhat appearsd to bs numeroussparks or bits of flaaing dabria,
Tha fourth dsoth charge waz heard to detonate immediately afterward,
The sonarman who had rsuvalned contact throuzhout gtated that tha re-
turning echo, winilch previously had Deen usaarn and clear, dlsintegrated
with the explozion, Immedlately afver the fourth charge had dstonatad
the sihlp was swunzg to port but all efforta to rezain contact failed,
A stronz smell of oil was noted as the shlp swung to lesward of whers
tha explosion had taken placs,

-
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A1l ths evidence gseems to lndicate that the third chargze landsd
alnost squerely on toe bow of the submarine. The 50 foot neiting on
this charge would put its explosion well within lethal rarge of the
subparlins. ) }

Prior to the commencement of the attack the carriers, which we
were escorting, were formed on azis 000-1300 equally spaced on circla
1, The bage course was 1150 T, spesd 15, and ths screen was orilented
to the course. The zizzaz leg then stesred was 0950 ¥, The raage of
this vesgel Trom the nzareat carrier at the {ime or the attack was ap-
proximately 6,000 yardz, with the formaticn ceanter pearing about 35400
T, At aboubt ths time or dronning charges this formation execnutad an
emerzency 9 btura. Tas flash of ths submarlne’s =xplosion waa clearly
visible from tha carrlers as svidenced by ths enclossd statements,

The entire attaock was completed in just about two minutes after
the initlal contact and hernce ib was impossible to obtain a AT plot,
It is felt, howewer, that no IRT solutlon could give more accurabte
ovidence than that obtained visually, oo visual information was care-
fully checked by interviews with all witnosses. Tha very proximity of
the periscops left littls room for divergense of opinion on all the
pertinent facts, The information was then carefully plotted, and tha
rosults bore oub the fact that the third charze should be and was the
Jetaal one. Thoe estinated distanoce from npericcope to bow of the sub-
narine, according to the latest ONI information, should be in the vi-

cinity of 110-150 feet. ;3

- F§ .
Mnwe guhmarine had evidently just fired a torpedo at the tlme of
o atbtaok, for about two minutea later one of the carrlers, wbhlle
completing har tura, reported a torpedo wake abou? parall=l to her port.
716 suvmarine periscope when sighted was trained in the directlon of

the formation. : 337 Moo

Mo debris was found after the attack, but as noted, & definits -
smell of oll was notisad when the ship cirelcd back in an effort to .
ragain contacw, and what appeared to be aa oil alizk ln th§ mocnligh?,‘
ssemed to bpe rormlng., At dayligho thea rollowing day a brogan oil*al;ci
of what seemed to bo thin oil, such.aB diegel extenled for aboutv uvWO

‘miles in a downwsind direotion, the wind throupgout the niéht wea Toreo 3.
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27 Octobar 1944

STATENMNT 0F HAROLD FISCHIR, Sle,
SUyATEn (CVE-27)

S

5iR, 669 01 09, U.S.S.

At 2230 on the night of October 25, 1544, I was 3vanding
on the catwalk of the siznal bridgze and was atiracted by desin
charge oxploslons on our gvarvoard guartesr, Affer ths third
underwabtsr oxglosion I zaw a gusher of black oil shoot wy in
the alr atout 75 ©o 1CO Te2et la the alr wlth sparks or flames
around it, I feel certain that the submarins was dsstroyed,
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: IIAROLD #ISCHER, Sle, USHR, W@’
Service Wumber 669 01 095  “©=
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27 Octobsr 1944

STATEZONT OF ENSIGN W. L. FARGER, U3SNR, FILE ULIBIR 300942 -~
RZ5CUED IFLYER OF U.S.3., PRTROF BAY ((VE-80) 93 BOARD THI3

el i ] o b
VESSEL

I was standlng on the ranzefinder platform on the U.S5.S5
COOLBAUCH (CZ-217) when aboub 2230, 25 October 1944 I lookad
out aboul 30° on starboard bow and saw pariscoss ab aboubs 590
yards, It moved down starboard sids as ship turned to gbtarboard,
and commenced dropning deoth charzes. Alonz with tae third
explosica I saw a violenbt detonavtionan abous 50 to 75 yards on tho
port quartsr withh resultant gusher of dsbris and flamlng hot metal.

I am positive that the submarine was desiroyed,

—

LS ’w - L . FJALRHEE:R >
Ensign, USINR,
File ifumber 300942, ;
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27 Octobar 194iL

STATEAENT OF LIEZUTEMANT EDVWARD W. WENDT, USHR, FILE IULBER 13_3.115,
V.8.8,: SUTNIES (C‘/.b-vE,’) GU.LERY OFaT '“1 :

I heard ths cods name of the U.3.35. COOL3AUGH (DE-217) over

the T8S call "I have sesza periscope close avoard, I am attacklaz®
Afber a short intsrval oif a fsw miaubtes, during whichn time my wveasal
made an emergency 90° tura to pors, a violent explosion was Saen
on vhe starvoard cuarter of my vessel aagloalmaual thres mile
distanoce., Tna explosicon conslotsd of a tremendous ujheaval of
Water followed by brilliaat pyrotecanica, It was the lmorsssion

this observer that burninz debris accounted ifor thais picturs.

EDWARD W, VENDT, .
Lieutenant, USiR,

Gunnery Orficer,

U.3.S. STHANEER (CVE~27),
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1. This is the beginning of the story of a kami-
kaxs which dicd a suicide — and of 2 gallant
escdrt carner which lived on, The kamikaze
tright) streaks toward the carricr, whie 2
United States plane tleft) comesin tofand ..,
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2. The U, S. planc tleft), which iz about to
land on tha caericr, the USS Suwannce has seen
the [2p and wecrs off, The kamikazc continucs
its dive on the carrier, hoping to blast it out
of the action off Leyte , , . and unk it . . .
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3. The Suwannee hat been hit and Himcy are
spreading on it1 deck. One of ity own plines
treght of flamest ix sldl going away trom the
Haming ship part of a2 eavening forcs mm pva-
sion of the Phulippenct, Fight to live begine . .,
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BOSTON  TRAVELER, FRIDAY, MNOVEMBER 24
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The little warships pus up & heavyt  Onec,

PEARL LARDOR, Rov. 24 'San Dernadino stralt north of Sam-'two were hut, but not one was 1

|—Rear Acni Teemas L. SPrasiCine a0y during the night,

cighit and 16+
howcever,  alter

Y —————— e

£LNS ' Into her Lotlo

a s . ; severelyy  That was about 15 "And ey obvign Iy 1 .
irt it be known today that his €| This was the situalion: smoke sereen 1o altémpt to hidelerippling the Gambier Bay, thel At g:o5 A {’, ?Uﬂ M,‘ th .- StOmach for the new :o;)cdgadhf?:k
'curt carsier force was surprised and} g j3q)cey's flect was busy sink-|the CVES, which also made as{Japancse movea to wiilun 2000 pilots Inunched  their s the CVE., ccul, TERTRL i
fone of ks hree divisions UrapRCdiing “gamaping and rouling every|much smoke a5 possible, Llowingivaris—polat  blank  1angc—and pedo attack on the Janeond Y77 Tt was not until 10:30 AL (ha
loy a Japaucse battleship foree _‘?f-js;-.:p of the impevial carigr ferce!thea tubes. leeni ber An eignt-nen shell had enemy HaE -‘u—-,---'t--".p."ncfcl the' e Seint Lo was b iy 4l 3
iSamar 11and In the second BATUE 1 ne proatest of the thrce-phared! “A heavy squall gave the destroy-ilat the Gambier Lay. tommanded flod SEERRRELY tumed and g sive-bombor whic ﬁrcahplla;::} on b
L;,A i Pi.apnmcs. P ieecond battie of ithe Philpgines.cis a scagmn;“ foxl.ole,” Aam. T.{by Capt. W. V. R. Viewcz, below) ,-1' don’t think any Americ - Iher Qighis ond 3::tga:‘ce(,;s_ . ik
{0 mos o < B z‘z';d-pc‘c“_-'-nnnhms: of Luzsn wland. :‘L.AS[r;r:Lguﬁ . g te water line and flooted her en- miral weule have Gone thats han oy 0N PO ¥D With a terife ox- L 1T0p  Cash for Fi
] ola aamadal s MTiT00 Fan Away | After the Japapesc bepan 10):ane room. That siowed her so that,T. L. Sprague said. “Ships ave hardmeosor: . ACM. T. L. Sprages s2:3. 5 % Snh mutsm sev. gaees o1 iy
! .1 Vice-ham. Jesse B. Oldendorfssitacdic the CVES wiiht big shcllsishe fell behind the oner CVES,ifo sink. Vou can' ai ‘Ps are hard "Iy probatly was her torpedocs, She #7, OFen Man., Verd. Torn hoo
| planes frem his 16 €3T- atniestip force had Just sunk everyi-they laid down a deliberale 2i- - © sit &b & desik'sunk in ta'o or three minuics. She ¢ MARLET & DAVIS fa2'Scyn
sated by ;o:?cCc-I;rJng‘ AC-isre of eight Japanese ships—iwo NOUr bombardment, but made litile; - S e i e
X rosted mnd turned Lackipfaen n®t e Cruisers and feur CI{Ort 10 close the range further,”| : g oy 111
the fusce of five of Japen s np“,‘fé?icioslru;‘crs—in Suniago strait easy|Adm. T. L, Sprague sald,
331-’1_ moest r'ict’d”: n‘é‘;‘_‘;&‘rf;"incd"‘lg'ol soutaern Leyte fsland and was, " e i -
cr her Jatest type cainier ¥ 6o far away to come to the CVES, W inolos ol padin e ARNERTE . Coe
desireyerd 5 . Itescort carniers) rescue, That bat-| . Y
Tniee hedrs Lﬂtei‘_ panss 1{]‘:3‘;!:1:1 was foul. aboul 2:50 A. M, the ’ # ,
Ty B LR 7 ¢l Ccr. 24 | 4 : -
Jned the buttic SO agn sprague’s earniers were dis- J(‘.’\' 1S g
preed east of the Phlippce. Oue; ,,}\"‘ o -
Bing a ‘ -c;:_'r;‘.\:‘:.xan of CVES, urflcr Rear I\AC'.TZ'l: _g‘-" L )
| ‘ ague saic}.“ 15 J(;P-N ‘IC_ A. F. Sprague, wis due east mL . [ ts  wihea 1y 1e
irier planes “sank quite 8 1ew” Ofleentral Samar jsland, A .xcuonc‘.v Lyoyer esCoT ce ¢l i -
{the Japanese warchips under Rear Adm. Felix B. Slump, s » “y o four dcn.-m a Japanece 105 i v = »
‘ The sci..n begzn early the moTd=lwas cast of the scuibiern lip of| 4 N 1 4,(} U E\‘ eqctlo(l, wmg‘.ed with <. soven crulsess mr.
ll::z ! Oui. T4 alfter e Jﬂ.'lll\ﬁ&fe- Samar, Tbe third, under Adm. T ¢ L] 8 it .mu:batﬂesl‘y‘z’_; The other c::}_ ¢ o
:=r.ed taca once by carr.er PIATes, (L, Sprasue, was eart of Leyie gull, ’ i Adestroy ers: 5 Day, b |
e " aln’.&s: cue c.“‘.st of the northern tiy,; 1 \‘1]}16}} FOC Sa‘)?!r \\?:ges were the Kalirin 'mm, .
o Dinagat isiand. Each divizion A = Z SREL A anshaw Ba¥e LRG0T were § - . 2
E DHD S was supzoried by a few destroyers! . i . and the Kieuws 2 s
- and oesiroyer escorts—{ar too few (] . o 2 E % ( S rTOT 5 d. wow o y
for ndeguale defence. Adm. C. A.| : <20 LArTIeYs ﬂ_t_’t}'_m“e 3 gmi ¢
F. Sprague's carricrs, for instancn,; RSy
were sunported by only three de-: . . ;
stroyers and four little destroyer The St. Lo and Cambier Bay ) Y
* ?ET\L;: SPOTS JAPS 4 ety Dok L S I = ) ' )
* LAY § A'S 1 "y .
| Abous 6:45 A. M. on Oct. 2 a| Battle of the Philippinesf} ’
% !patrol plare reporied ciscovery of A X : E
'the Japancse batitieship force cast | & WASHINGTON, Nov. 30 2j—
of Samar and only 40 mlies fromif # v _—r N -
‘Acm. C. A F. Syrignes OVES, Fousleen s co mexn, werg res- 5
t Ewcry CVE I tie three o‘m:,xcnsg N cued from two escort carriers sunk .
* immediately launchad every one of} in tlie Battle of the Philipplres o) §
its torpedo Eplancs to attack thwe na ravy reported Thirs- .
Jnpancse. They were escorted byl Oct. 24, the Navy e S SR o 'A
fizhters. Completng thelr atmcks.[ dny in xclgnslrlxg a detalled account . .
they relurned, re-arined, re-ilcied,| o ow six of ihe haby -tops 5
¥ . . ! tl h ]'l haby 1}a'ftrp<
< and attacked azain, ought a big Japanese trghk force.
ON NUSIC Adrm. C. A. F. Sprague's cves! Tie carriers sury were ke St Lol or ‘
terned and fled after having’ rand the Gambier Bay. 5
- launched thair planes. But their “The Jooies on e Sh Lo w
7 ; ; he Jocees on Lhe S ere
VIPANY'S rela speed pesmisted they 113\\'—\\'(; Ficied un 800 mcn,” Rear . . .
HiRanecacionne Al snere lon 30, Acairal C. A F. Epragus stid i a .
D SHOP l“l"‘c*f an hour, rapicly to B¥eEties, Arst-person repoitl o the engage- '
e . men:. “Losses on the Gamhier
Acm. Siump's CVES remalned in| “?““' ! ; A .
thelr onm.nal pestiion unti) it ap- Bay were low too, consering ‘l“?t .
i A nt . she dropped back inlo the 'micdle *
inski peared the Japancse mignt elosc: 5 Wl 3
Rodzinski con- to wiikin gun range: then they, teo i} ° of tne Jap fleet. Approximartely
& 1 M-478 3.67 fied. Adm. T. L. Sprague's CVL“S' : 600 Of her crew wel'e;av%d." The ‘-\
heid their pesitlon i jcompiement of such ships has
1 : “The shtuniion develeped very, never been disclosed.) =
ckowski con rapiiuy Acm. T. L. Eprague sald Spraguc’s report identified for
3 on Col ISUICIDE RaNGE i the first time the other four car-
....367 At 6:3% A. M. every Japanese, «[riers in his force of <ix whichi had
: i " ha:';léshinca:dlmcrgisv_rg cafnrdt{-rc Ilan escort of {hree destroyers and'® ‘
- -l con- on m, C. A, F. Eprague’s aivision e——
ns at exireme rangze bub they began - .
05. 2.62 | |ig get very close and then begani| 1 % . -
lo straddle the carriers with thelr
orus and  [eizht and 16-inch  shells. We - y
210 screamed for help from any one
s oo could geb there”
[l The tarce cdesiroyers and four
anetz DZ=s with Adm. G, A. F. Sprague's "
yvoon division attacked with torpedocs,! g
‘62 ciosing to only 2000 yards—suicide®
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After bein: detuched from T.G.77.4 at 0212 on 27 October
we hed a quick run zig-za,sing at 17 knots, escorting SUWANSL.
Our screcen had been su_mented by U.S.S. He30J4ui (DD-678)
U.S.S. Hal® (DD-64%2) who had joined us the afternoon before

go

28th of October.

Inmediztely after anchorin_ we transferrsd 24 of our
survivors to the hos»nital ship U.S.S. BOULTIFUL (AH-9) znd the
T

remainin,; 54 who were uninjured we rcturned to the SU. ATk,
Havinz done that we fueled and a2nchored to awsit further

To_ether we arrived st Kosgsol Passzise at about 1300 on the

develonnents.

ind so we roucined for the next thrace deys., On the 30th
we trensferred to the harbor muster ushore for return to their
ship the three pléne creash survivors from PATROF 34AY whom we
hezd rescued on the £5th. Wg also had & chance to visit aboard
SUWalsl and to excmine the duwage inflicted by the Kamilazes.

At lest on 1 Lovember at 1105 we ot underwny with orders
to escort 3UGANEE to Seegdler iHerbor, llenus. hAggin we Tollowed
e zig—-zaz plan at 17 knots with speod of advance 14.5 knots,
but this time we were the only escort, Our trip wos uncventiul.
The weazther was fine with light winds and purtly cloudy skies.
Farly on the worning; of the 4th we arrived at Sceoadler Eiorbor,

As vic entercd throu_h ti.e twnti- torpvedo nets the vost
harbor strcteking: out chzad looked deserted in comperison to
the time of our wrrivel a ionth before when nea>ly a thousand
shins were gathered prior to our departure for lieyte. Cn this
occiugion abous <00 ships, aostly service types, but including
some DDs end Dids were scotterad over the bro-d expanse. Jany of
the "jeep corriers" from Teffys 1, 2, and 3 had also returned,
but otherwise theo were no major co.abatant ty :es.

Tomediastely upon arrival we noor~d alou _silde U.3.5. SILVER
CLOUD (IX-143) to fuel. She was anchored in the midst of the
7th Fleel Service Forece and not faor from U.S5.S. L.0dLD LHodD

(Al=11)



The zren wirs o sceite of cetivity. Alonsside the QUNT HOOD
to sturbourd were moored, one outboiard of the next, a division
of LCIs. Having: no ccyntister of thelr ovn they were drowing
on the vayinnster cboird the JOULT HOOD. 3eycend then ot soize
distance the U.85.5., LiluDansQ, 2 Liberty tyre nutrol craflt
tender lay ot anchkor. Other ships, ncsted or anchored sin ly
lay furthcr outbocrd from the .WOUNT OOV in &ll dirccticns.
Upon completion of fueling we movaed out to clear the berth for
the next shiv and proceded tc our desi.nzted berth some thrae
miles &.ay to tie up alon,cide U.3.35. KiRl (APD-18).

Nothing reiv:inad for us now but to settle into in-port
routine and aw:it our next orders.

Durin thc next few doys we took on armunition and
depth churges frow lijhtors thot came alon_side. e nlso
trensferred and received réplacesent rersonnel, but life

emained ¢uiet with Llittle to brenk the conotony. .iozt of the
tirre the KAXNE 1ty alon side end I had my first introeduction
0

r'san, Theire wae & rugced and

’i
—
N
Ty
4
3

to an Undervwots
dan_crouvs agsineent ©o clenr subier, od obstruction on eneny
held beachesns prior 1o g lundin. I had nveh sdnirstion Tor
these surerbly Tit, courejeous individuuls.

On the morning: of 10 Rovenber, six doys siter our arrival,

-

the woteh secticn hioving livertly vas nustered at the oon s whay
1o avweit the LCI vhichn ..os mnkring the rounds of the a2uchoircd
ships to collect the liberty purtiecs for transportetion to
snend the day on the distout beach., Shortly before G8GO it
cane 2lon nside and soon our boys were on their way, first
toward the MOULT JJCOD to collectl more nen and thoen, when the
LCI was lo~ded, for the recraition aret ashore,

I h::d wotensd the purty slove off z2nd then returned to
my desk to couatbinue my 2tt ¢k on the pwrerwork widicen hed
accuiul-ted durin ; the nist moath,

I 220 ne peely 501 down wooel stddeily € rush 60 S4drp
suclted throuh uwy rooam and oat the northole. It v o icbense

it sconnd Lo auck tho broth ri ot ool of je. Scocoads 1 oare



a deep r-sonant boont swernt in fro. all sides. 48 I rushed {0

the bridse I could see & troamendous cloud billowingy vlack and
white en ulfin; the arez where the LOUNT EQOD had beon lyin |,

As the cloud biilowed upword and snread outwrird I couid sen
debrigs showerin: from its friiges and gplashin ; like nrojectilss
around those snins which reatianed unobtscured by smoke.

wy first coancern was for our liberty party. Fortunately
they had not jone far and soou werc roturnaed on borrd unsc:..thed.

At lust. the cloud which had c¢linbed and snra2ad to
enormous pronortions dispersed and drifted avway. The 10UIT HOOD
wes sone but clready rescue boztls from ships nearer the
were coabin- the area for survivors blown overbourd {rou neur
shins and tronsnorting thes wounded. I wonderzd and honed th.t
the divigion of LCIs had _otten cleur zarlier.

A Giy or two laster I sow the HInDLZAOC closme to. Eer
officer of the ueck &% the gen wsy on the gide fowerd CULT
two by B flying gteel plate. The ship whig
blown Ffull of holss; like & plece of swisg chesse. I roesentsr
one lar_e one especially tow.rd tue stern throu_ h which one
could see doylizht strai_ht ccerows., It is & wonder thal snyonc
aboord survived,

Because of self-inpsogced ceunsorshis I did not nention
this event in iy letter of 17 Fovenmber. Thunks to Cant. Fred
Lavton, however, I hrve the following snccount of the incident
by Comrmander SGile which expands my knowlnd:e of the tra_edy.
Fred, who copmunended the DARIZ: JOY, another i nuwch clogser

to the scene, has alao provided ne with exeelloat photlos.
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* by Chester A. Gile, Commander,
U. S. Naval Rescrve (Retired)
2 ’ j Conve::safions must have been choked off

: { in mid-word, gestures interrupted in mid-air,
© thoughts ended at mid-point. One moment
. she was a ship teeming with life, humming
f o qeith activity, Seconds later, she was a vast.
! black, billowing bier which momentarily
. marked the spot where 350 U. . Navy men
i perished without a trace.

4

i
‘ USS Mount Flood (AF-11) blew up with 4,500
. tons of explosives at 0803, 10 November 1944,
i The disaster occurred in Sccadler Harbor,
i Naval Base, Manus, Admiralty Istands. All of
. the 350 officers and men on board were killed
i instantly.
} Afount Ifood was anchored in approximately

35 fect of water. The force of the cxplosion

blasted a2 treneh in the harbor bottom, re-

ported by civers as heing 1,000 feet long, 200
© feet wide, and 85 feet in maximum depth. Tn
' this trench was found’ the Targest remaining
scgment of the ship’s hull - a piece less than
100 feet in its largest dimension,

Destruction was complete. Nothing was
found alter the explosion except fragments of
metal which struck other ships. There were no
hits of human remains, no supplies of any
kind, nothing that had heen made of wood or
paper, with the sinele exception of a few

imeh e et " Kt
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tattered pages of a signal notebook, floating on
the water scveral hundred yards away.

The flying fragments from Afount Hood
smashed into some 30 other ships and harbor
craflt, bringing the total casualtics to nearly
1,000 killed and wounded. Some of the harbor
craft simply vanished with all hands.

Most seriously hurt of the ships lving nearby
was the patrol-craft tender, USS Mindanan,
riddled [rom stem to stern as though she had
been under heavy gunfire. All Afindanao per-
sonnel who were topside at the time were
killed outright. Dozens of men below deck
were killed or wounded. Deaths on this ship
numbered 82.

The unrehearsed response to the disaster by
rescue boats quickly sent from undamaged
ships, and by the base medical facilities, was
truly remarkable. Every available ambulance
sped to the small-boat pier, to receive the in-
jured and take them to the base hospital.
Many of the victims had been blasted from
their «essels into the water, and were covered
with oil when carried ashore. Dozens of them
received first aid treatment, including blood
plasma, even before being carried from the
rescuing craft.

The only survivors from Aount Hood's com-
plement were a junior oflicer and five enlisted
men, who had left the ship just prior to the
explosion. Two of these men were being trans-
ferred to the Basc brig to await trial by court-
martial. (Charges against the prisoners were
soon dropped on  higher authority; these
men were not brought to trial.) The others
comprised the mail party, who were at the
Base post oflice to pick up mail for Afount
Hood, mail which would never be delivered.

Questioning of these survivors revealed that
there had been some instances of carelessness
among the crew in handling explosives. Tt was
admitted that on more than onc occasion, a
sling-load of ammunition had struck against
the side of the ship.

On the alternoon of 9 November, the day
belore the disaster, a Japanese reconnaissance

plane had passed over the Basc at great

height, The presence of this enemy had been
entirely undetected, until Momote aivstrip
was sprayed with a burst of explosive ma-
chinegun bullets. Apparently this was purely
a gesture of contempt on the part of the Jap-
ancse. There were no casualties and no dam-

age. But the presence of the plance did indicate
that the encmny knew what shipping was in the
harbor.

On the morning of 10 November, I had
gone up the harbor in my capacity as Base
Intelligence Oflicer, to the Aviation Supply
Depot on Los Negros Island to get eye-witness
accounts of the nuisance air raid on the pre-
ceding day. The Depot was about seven and |
one-half miles from the spot where Afount
Hood was anchored.

My questioning was interrupted by a tre-
mendous “BO-0O-0-O-M.” It sounded as
though a single beat had been struck on a
gigantic bass drum—a drum a mile in diam-
eter. There was a violent shock. The ground
quivered as though in an carthquake. Looking
down harbor, I saw a pillar of blue-gray
smoke expanding and rising to a height of a
mile, against the cloudless sky.

As we looked, three planes came flying low
over our heads, coming from the direction of
the explosion, and heading out to sea. The
planes were U. S, Navy-tvpes and bore
American markings. There was one bomber,
with a fighter closc on each wing. As the time
between the blast and the appearance of the
planes was about two minutes, just time
enough for them to have been at the explosion
and reach Los Negros, my first reaction was
that they were captured planes manned by
Japanese, and that they had bombed some-
thing in the harbor. T called on the photog-
rapher I had brought with me to photograph
the planes. He snapped two quick exposurcs,
which might have heen very useful. But, in his
excitement, he forgot to remove the cover
from his lens. So, no pictures!

Mount IHood was anchored in a direct line
fromi the sea through the entrance to Sceadler
Harbor. There was therefore the possibility
that she might have Deen torpedoed by an
enemy submarine [urking outside the harbor.
A check was made at the harbor entrance con-
trol post on Ndrilo Tsland, with negative re-
sults. The sonie detection gear had not ce-
tected any unicdentificd object passing into the
harbor on the morning of 10 November., Anti-
torpeco nets had heen stretched across the
channel on the preceding night as usual.

But the control post supplicd an interesting
picce of information. The man on lookout in
the tower saw a burst of light flash upward
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from Mount Iood ““like lightning striking up.”
He called the Ofticer-of-the-Day and reported:
“I think there’s a ship on fire in the harbor!”

The officer questioned: “What's that you
say? What’s that you say? Repeat.”

The lookout replied: “Isay I think there’sa
ship on fire in the harbor.” Then, only aflter
several seconds elapsed in this conversation,
came the burst of the explosion.

I recall from reading that similar phenom-
ena occurred twice in World War 1. The ex-
plosions of the ammunition ships which
wrecked Halifax and Archangel were each
preceded by several scconds by an “upward
lightning flash.” During those final seconds
between the flash and the blast, the ships
appeared to be undamaged.

For some unknown reason, Mount Hood had
been anchored in the midst of the ships of the

The Mount Hood Lxplosion 91

7th Fleet Service Force. Casualtics to other
vessels would have been minimized had the
ammunition ship been spotted at an isolated
location a few miles down harbor, ofl' the
ammunition supply depot at Lugos, the cus-
tomary anchorage for ships of this type. Some-
one was at fault in designating an anchorage
for Mount Fond so near the other ships.

There were no major combatant ships
present in Seeadler Harbor on 10 November.
However, there were about 200 other ships in
the harbor—mostly auxiliaries such as cargo
ships, transports, tankers, depot ships, etc.,
with a sprinkling of destroyers and destroyer
escorts. It was fortunate that the disaster did
not occur a month earlier, when the harbor
was packed with vessels of the Seventh Fleet,
staging for the invasion ol Leyte. T have seen
photographs showing some of the 995 ships

The USS Mindarnao was riddled with flying fragments from the Moznt Hood, All Mindanao
personnel above deck were killed outright. All told, 82 Mindanas men died, and dozens

more were wounded in the explosion,
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assembled in Secadler Harbor in mid-Oc-
tober 1944. One shudders to contemplate the
havoc that would have been caused had an
ammunition ship blown up in the midst of
this armada.

Although the enemy were supposed to have
been eliminated from the Admiralties by Oc-
tober, they were certainly cognizant of what
went on there. The Base Intellicence Ofhice
regularly monitored “ncws” Dbroadcasts in
English coming from Tokyo, cach day at noon
and at 1800. The noon broadcast, only four
hours after the explosion, announced: “An

Aboard one of the rescue
craft in Seeadler Harbor,
blood plasma was adminis-
tered to the walking wound-
ed before they were trans-
ported ashore.

e ————

B o

American battleship [si] was blown up in
Manus Harbor this morning I’ The expression
“was blown up,” instead of “blew up,” or
“exploded,” conveyed the implication that
the Japancse had caused the disaster.

Then, on the 1800 broadeast the same day,
Tokyo repeated the story, and added a list v
name of several of the other ships which had
been damaged, including Afmdanae. Obyi-
ously, the Japancse had radio equipment in
the near vicinity which picked up the plain
language messages filling the air as damaged
ships reported casualtics and called for medi-
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cal assistance, and transmitted this informa-
tion to Tokyo.

Two days later, natives on the south shore of
Manus reported that they had seen flashing
green lights ofl the coast. This may possibly
have been a Japanese submarine signalling
coastwatchers.

There is a small island called Anabat, 30
miles southeast of Manus, on a direct line be-
tween Manus and the Japanese base at
Rabaul, 365 miles away. Anabat is about one
milc in diameter, and uninhabited. This
island seemed to be a likely location for a
Japanese radio outpost, so, on 17 November,
I took a party there in a small coastal trans-
port (APc), to investigate. We [ound no evi-
dence of enemy activity, but we did find some-
thing else. This was a bullet-proof gasoline
tank of 600 gallons capacity. Grass was still
green under the tank, an indication that it
had been lying there only a very brief time.
Translation of name plates identified the tank
as having been jettisoned from a four-engine
bomber. No such bomber had, been previously
reported in the whole area, including Rabaul.
And this particular bomber had not been de-
tected at all. It was concluded that the tank
had been dropped by the reconnaissance
planc which had flown over Manus the day
before the disaster.

Immediately after the AMount Hood cxplo-

93

Cosmanper Giie enlisted in
the U. S. Navy in 1917 and
served aboard the cargo ship
USS Afttery until he was com-
missioned as an ensign in Sep-
tember 1918. Recalled to
active duty in October 1942,
he served  successively  as
Training Officer, LION [II
(forward area Naval Oper-
ating Basc) and LION IV, He
was assiencd as Base Intelligence Officer, U, S, Naval
Basce, Manus, Admiralty Islands, from March 1944
until Scptember 1943, He remained active in the
Naval Reserve Intelligenee Training Program from
1945 until his retirement in 1958,

sion, a Board ol Investication was convened in
USS Sterra (AD-18). The Board gathered evi-
dence and heard testimony for one month.
The possibilitics of attack by submarine were
ruled out. Air attack was ruled out alto. No
connection was established between the dis-
aster and the three American-marked planes
flving away from the scene, mentioned in an
earlier paragraph. Nor was any connection
found with the Japanese reconnaissance plane
which had jettisoned the gas tank on Anabat
Island. The final decision of the Board was
that the explosion had resulted from unknown
accidental causes.

Tre Execurive Officer of a large naval supply depot was con-

o Pralilem ducting a weckly exccutive committee meeting while the Com-
’roblem: . : ;

a ? manding Officer was on leave. After the usual run-down of the

Under Those

Circumstances

events of the week and comments thereon, the Fxec asked each
oflicer and senior civilian for reports on matters of interest and
problems that might concern any of the departments.

Alter receiving negative reports from all present, the Executive

Oflicer expressed amazement that there was not a single problem.
Finally, a junior grade lieutenant in the back of the room piped up and said, “Sir,

we're all just enjoying the Captain's leave.”

——Contributed by Commander Wirriav A, Jomasnesen, SC, U. S, Navy

1 he Naval Institute witl pay $10.00 for each anecdote accepted for publication in the PROCLE DINGS.
( Ty pred.



After the 1.OULT HOOD incidcnt on the 10th life aboard
COOLBAUGH relaxed into uncventful in-port routine. .Jith
the exception of _ettin_ uni nr”)y twice for funlin_: we swung
to our anchor until 0440 on 19 Kovember when, in compliaznce
with CarDiv <7 Op Plan 2-44, we ot underway =ns a nart of
T Tt ad 6.

vie were to be a unit in the scr-en for three CVig,
U.8.5. MARCUS ISTAND (CVE-T7), U.5.8. 34V0 I3LalD (CVi-73),
and U.S$.3. PuTRUF BAY (CVi~G0). The other ships in the screen
were U.5.3. HAGFadD (DD-555), U.5.3. FlaN.3 (W0-554), U.5.S.
BATLBY (Di-556) and U.8.38, La RaY WiLsow (95-414). Our

destination was an operating, cres e.st of Leyte vheor: we

N
O
.

vere to rgnoezvous with Carviv. 2
The month of Hovemcer wios & rou_h one for «ll concernced
at Leyte, and it wus not until. well into December hefora the

]
2

island cculd be considesred secured.
On 1 tuvenber the tactical situction ot Leyte was

ally recovered coatrol of the uir

o}
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o
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serious. The
and there were revorts that their ships were rcturning to
fisht. The siturtion in the sulf was cousidered criiicel

v

because of the hoovy daancse veins inflicted on our gshins by

Kamikazes,

Despite the cextremely foul weeather Juniness reliforce-
wents wvere beiny landci at Ormoc Bay on the wostern shore
of Leyte and olones were bheln sta_ed in to encay-h2ld
airfields,

Adniral Halscy's remedy wos & geries of siriices on
uzon airfields by throe carrier grouns viich he zstincted
wovld be recdy by 5 kovember. This, ha honed, would ston the

Jananagse rir reiaforcecuaent pro rom ond achicsve luating
sults. fhose slbriken vere devastelbinly eflfeetiva. In 4o
dnys 439 aireraft were deastroyed and the heuwvy cruiser
NACHT wris sunk.
Foul wer.ther and the no ture of the round aslowad air



brge developrnent on Leyte. This limited the uscfulinens of
the Army Air Corps and thr w thc burden of air sunport on
the corriers.

On 11 Foveiscer Haleayls wlrnes Jitorally destrorved o
Jzm eonvoy £rom sBnila for Orape. ALL § ar & tropsworss with
10,00C troops were sunl, ualso 4 destroyers. This dectruction
matericlly shortened the lLeyte caapaizn,

Despitec 211 this the Japanese were determined to bitterly
defend Leyte.

Between 12 and 25 Lovember Task Force 38 struck hard ot
Luzmon. Air attaclks destroyed tronsportz, dentroyers ond
girgrelt,; megverially interfering with The resuvplyiny of Lbeyte.

The Juptnsso, however,. ocoservaed the pattern of onsreétion
and the locotions from winich the carriars were launciing
their strikes. On the 25th of Hovenmter the cirrierz, operctin
only 6C miles off luzon, were badly hit by Lamikoees. The
resulting dimsse etnsed them to withdrow ond thus coueluded
their support of the Leyte operztion,

On lend-the fightine had been difficult in the worasl
possible weather. Jespite their rever.es thes Japs mrde a
bold bid to .rrey the initiative. Beginnin: ou &7 ilovenmber
and extendin. fer two weeks therealter they ottenntzd a
desperate nlan to recupbure Dule; cnd Taécloban _rouns of
airfields., The »nlan flopped budly.

By 1 Descenrvsr the Sixth irmy controlled wmost of Leyte

,.1‘
except the San Isidro Peninsula west of Carigsure Buy and
a semicireular goctor with 2 12 mile rodiuns froa Criocc.

On 7% Lovewber Tuck aroun T/.2 composed of four battle-
ships, (ARTLERD, N30 VIRGINI.A, COLOALDO &nd .. J1.100, one
hemyy sruiser; «0HEE0LIS Tour light eruisers nnd sistoosn
degtrovers were obill in lLsyte wull, PTheres were do Loi ter
any f£ice sUpeddt dutiss Lfop Thale siling. Phe oaly r:toca
for keapin: thoea ila seyte Fulf wos to proteet reinforcemont

convoys frou alr abtoek with their aati-aireraflt Tiro.



On the norning of 27 llovenber the ships were heavily
attacked by Kamikaze and torpedo plancs. Two duys latcr at
sunset on the 29th the _roup wasz badly hit asain,

iothin_ could be done to counteract excent to gtop un
anti-aircralt defense all around. Une thin., could be done
rizht away - et vlanes up to Leyte that could and would
interccot enemy fli_hts.

It was for this purpose that our task unit was bein:
dispatched to the Leyte area,.

Ho sooner hzd we clecared the nztz at the harbor entrance
and the ezcorts foried the anti-submerine gscr-on than the
"oozs" put us throush our poces,

The formwztion spced was 16 knots. Lvery feow ninutss e
course chan;e would be signalled which reguired the escorts
to reorient the screen to 8 neow agxis., Using> the anoeverin:
board to plot relative speeds and courses we would call for
flank specd to reuach our new pogition, coatinuously checkin-
range and beering on the juide to assure our correct vroross

oo

glon; the plotted line. This elerciste lusic: Tor about Hvo
hours.

next we exercised at Gener:zl uwerters for anti-aircreft
and surfuace fire. Une escort was dirscted to Lire a abtocrshell
burst bto gerve gz target for the prestiee. HSach skip in turn

=zd her chance to demonstrate her obility. fhis proctice
lasted Tor about two heurs, 4t noon we securcd lrow JGeneral
QUETrtors.

The ncext Ffev days nessoeaq un:veﬁtfully. 2ha foruiabion
stenmed ot about 15 knots, 2zi-zn,glia_ cccordin; to elons
whieli were chon ed froa time to tlme. Auch duy we hd firdins
vrr.ctice, On the 2lst, two deys out, we fueled Iroan the
SAVO L3650 Har offbier.d wobo Vry ccn;;ﬂlf:;(:n E-#y B0 s ekl
ag to our exeenbion of the ntuoover ond The Five @predr his
g "th8 a3ins

The aext Aoy o8 W@ pro racacyd on our wpitorly courss

1

we piclted p Rubeltlhimp Islesd, B, on fhe rwl # % G548,

L~



That evening, nefr our operanting wrez, we went to Genoral
Luerters for dusk alert.

OQur gpertin’ ros on this oecoodion vis Tupther oogt
then it had been 6 month beforep. With admirel Sprosun's

-

126-10 1, Iiow, zbout 60 niies further south and rbout 125

group our oxcrations centerca at aprroximttely 10-30 H

miles further cast we centered ot $5-10 I 1c8--30 ¥, The
Kamikazes who were so busy 2t this tiwme in Leyte Gulf, s
noted a&bove, did not discover us in our offshore position
for which we were duly thonkiul,

1 o

For Tive deyes ve earrieg oul £ii.kf ooarubions durin

Tg

the daylisht hours., liaeh change of course for Ili hts and
recoverics rejuired the screcn to rooricnt which lent us
constently o the run, Once :zch witch we exercis-d ot

sound ccntacts stations in adition to our never endinzgz sonor

search, I..ch doy we went to Zeneral wuerters for & m ang

o
dusk aleris -~ those hours ozt fevored for surnrise air

'

attacks. Zach niht we gtenicd verious courses on ni ht
re

@& had no rescues to wmska, no subnarines to ~htoek - nd
no plancs to shoot dovn. In snort, we¢ had no oprortuanity to
distin wish ourszlves. The coriinel Oo Flan had culled o~ us
to rendamyous with CarDiv 29 off Leyte which nromized a
b ¥ 1

Tor ore czboneive oetion but this hed Yoaan chan o

o rosult our Tack Unit had beoen detailed to this
more prozi.ic operation,

On tha morain ; of the £5th we fueled {ron L2003 Ts5L.00D,
the Flow ship 60 The (fTicer in Tecticsl Co.amtind (our bong) .,
The Collowin® evening uvpon conclusion of f1i ht onerations
the sk prit hopded edtotw.rd Tor Lossol Rends, Paloun,

. Sy AAY JLhsun 2nd

o

OQur agecraen by now h .d ch.n .e
ourselves reoeagined, bult our DUs hid been reploced with U.35.8.

LI ~504), U.3.3, H.0and (06=565), U.0.3, g
(JL) 591) and U.d,o. Ranel Dol (Oh=390),
O

0 the #8th wo woored zloiaide U.d.o. 5EB2¢ (40-

&)



in Ko.-gol Rowuds to fuel. Another job was concluded.

Two days later we reported to ComCarDiv 28 (Admirsl
Henderson) in U.S.3. SaGINa. B.Y (CVE 82) to escort thoet
shin and PETICF BAY back to 3cececadler Harbor, linnus, The
other ships in the scrcon were U.S.3. JALKER (5D-517),
U.3.8. CH&ULCEY (DD-667), end U.S.3. L& RAY WILSUW (Di-414),
later joined by U.S.3. 37203 (0D -588).

we arrived at .anus without incident on 3 Decenber,
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From an operational stendpoint the month of Decomber
for us was a complete hiatus., It did, howcver, serve a very
necessary purpose. The ship had been operatin: constantly
for 14 months. Seven months wzo, in Moy, we hzd had o
scheduled availability alongside a repelr ship and now alter
several months of intenasive operation we were in ur_ent necd
of another. Furthermore we very much nceded dry dockin to
clean the growth which had accumulated on the bottom alter
months of opercting in warm tronical waters

We were disappointed that we wore not included in the
Ifindoro operation,

Ilindoro is an island whose Sreatest dinensions are 58
by 110 land miles. It is just south and sepnarated from Luzon
by the 74 mile wide Verde Island Passage. All scaz traffic
from Liindanco and fron Léyle via the Surisso and San Bernordino
Straits to central end northern luzon must poss close cboord
this islaond, whose norvrthern point, Cape Calavite, lies only
ningty miles from Hanils by sea.

The move to ilindoro wags oanc of the boldest guring the
Pppific Yier. To dvive this wed ¢ into the Centrel Philippines
it would heo nocesstry to bypass scveral import:nt cnemy--hald
islands, and, when established at the Sén Joze base, we would
be 2lmozt svrrounded by encmy airficlds.

Owing to the rctarded ailr base developaent in Leyte as
previously notod aAllied control of the v viest and north of
Leyte was fer from coaplete on 5 December 1944. Tecouse of
thiag it was imperative to postbpone the operaltion fron
5 Decemboer, s originally plonned, to the 15th.

The lLiindoro Attack Group uvnder the direct co.nm2nd of
Admiral Struble in the 1lizht erulscer NabShHVILLE conaisled of
8 destroyer trimgsports, 30 LS%s, 12 LSk, 31 LOCIs, 10 lursoe
and 7 small sineswecepers and 14 other smell craft with
12 gocorbing destroyove.,

The (lone Covering Group under Roor Admirnl Berkey
coisted of btwo lijht eruisers, one houvy cruiser ¢nd soven

deastroyer:.
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The iotor Torpedo Boat Group comminded by Iit. Cdr.
K, Burt Pavis consited of 23 PP boatsa.

In agddition, Rear Admiral T.D. Ruddock commsnded
Heavy Covering and Carrier Group of battleships, cruisers,
escort carriers and destroyers, to onerste in the Sulu Sca
in suppori. The inclusion of the CVEs was Admirsl Einkaid's
idea, &s the onc meons of protecting the convoy durinz hours
vhen the A.A.F. could not be oresent. Postovonciment of the
targzet date enabled this groun to rendesvous 2t Kosool
Passaze, on 5 December. It comprised battleships WE3ST VIRGINIA,
COLORADO and NuW MEXLCO; lizht cruisers DERVER, COLUIBIA 20d
NONTPELIRR; escortl carriers NATOIA BAY, MARILA BAY, LIARCUS
ISLAND, KADASHAN BAY, SAVO ISLAND and OMUIANEY BAY; and 106
destroyers.

It was on 30 November that we had vartcd conmnsany with
HARCUS ISLAND and SaVO ISLAKRD ot ¥ ol Passojce, also the
destroyers HALLIGARL, HARADZR, TWIGGES end RALPH TALROTT, all
of whom wvere lnclucded in Adniral Rudaock's grouo. The TALBCLT,
incidentolly, was & sister ship of U.5.S. GRIDLEY (LHD-380)
which I was to comnrand 11 months later.

The Japanese deienses of liindoro were veory inadeguoto.
About 200 soldiers werc 1ln the San Josc nret and nol nore
than 500 on the entirce islend, But tho Japanese air forces
held zood c¢ards in the shape of o dozen or more airfields in
Tuzon and the Visayas, all within renge. IT vas enticipated

that the nrincipal resictonce bo an Allied occwvnstion of
iindoro wonld be offered by the Kamikoue Corps and this
proved to ke the case,

It was an unlucky 136h for the woin convoy, the llindoro
Attack Toree. Shortly before 1500 vs the convoy s cbout to
round tha couthern chpe of He_ros into the Sulv JSen, -

o Vol snonked in low Lrom astern and croahed HHASDV]LY

Komikas
ori her port side abélt aduirel Sbtbriables eobin, The b Tonrsrae
Bl lolh wer serbuinly lesded e kill. Tlesidss ori-bBin§ Biattelf,
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he carried two boribs, hoth of which azeloded. The TAZLVIILL @

wes badly damajed and put out of action, Admiral .‘-E't:.rublo,

e G
General Dunckel and some 50 atlaff officers and wor corrca-

C

ondents transferrad to deslroyer DASIILLL., The danned
p ! ¥ = ]

eruiser, sacorted by STANLY, then relurned to Leyte Julf.

At 1705 Decembaer 13, shortly after Admiral Ruddock's
group entored the Sulu Sez, bojeys ay»neared on radir scroons
closinzg fronl the northecast. Theae reprosentcd scven ¥snikswng
with three Ti htzr escorlts which hod taken off from Cebu at
1630, Cowbat Air Patrol intercented thom thirteen miles outl,
but three broke throush. One wis shot down by & gerconing
destroyer, & second by wiadTl VIHGILNIA; but the third bors in
on HARADEK., Its ri&ht win; sheared the starboord end znd sfter
side of that destroyer's.bridge; the fuselage, after cleoving
the starboard boot, struck the scarchlisht on Ko.l staek and
exploded with its bomd load. The stack was corricd avay ond
burning \_;qc‘Ol.L.nL, splashed over the after purt of the ship.
Furerous gnsll fires sprong un and stenm shot oul from

severed upuftlmfs, making it difficult for suilors Lo ncve
about; but they marnti;ed to bring everything under control.
HARADFI'S cosualties were 14 dead end 24 wounded, ong she
too hed to return to Leyte Sul

For 14 Deccimber the Jopcncse hish couinand plenned an
all-out stbtack with no fewer thun 186 plunes. This plen
misecarricd with mueh credit to curri-r-wlone svocrn from
fask Force 398,

Tho landin . on the beach neor Son dosme wen't off withowl
g hiteh snd sesording to plem, the firgt wve lvadin : gt
Q731 on Lhs L1lbéhs.

Here we will a sin quobe dircelly frow bam Slorisonte

"Phe Libepebilon of the Fhilippines”.

"oy Adirel Sltiubies wio hd hoon thyonoh e Lerinds

-

pporetion in Jaae, dndore va o mamhiniets | Ccronr eo mmnderts
i

coan

draenm. Soneprsal danexel, who hed boen on aprtliileory offie



Rouzainville, also hed a pleagsant surprise. Liinety minutes
after landin ;, the inf: ntrymen had pushed over a mile inland
throuzh dry sugor cone, rice fields end seabtored coconut
sroves, encountering only a s.aall Jonenese detachment on
Camincswit Point. San Joze was occupied by the 503rd Airborne
at noon. The terrain locked bosutiful to men who kad been
sloszing throush Leyte mud for weeks, and wvere now oul of the
typhoon rain belt on jood dry lend. Indeed, the lendins vias
almost too Zood. Some of the secsoned compai_ners simelled =2
rat. He was coming, on wings. A Japancse reconnoissance plane
had spotted tlie landiny operztions at about 05303 and shortly
after, somec 15 to 18 Hanikezes with 2s many escorts Look off
from Davao &nd Clerk Field. '

"At 0800 A.A.P. plencs arrived over the liindoro heach-
head to relieve the carricr-brsed aircroft, and Adwiral Stuun's
unit, with Adniral Buddock's sroup, started beck to lLeyte.
Slow Tow Convoy was stlll coming up., Pwelve uinutes later the
Kanikases besen to bore in, One, a torpcedo plone, hronded lor
the corrier _roup. when about 3060 ydrds on the atorbocrd berm
of RALPH TALDCT, it disintesroted undes her 2ireraft fire ond
flamin s wrecka e struck her declk. 4 Tow minutes lotsr o second

plane made & cliding cpproach oul of the sun and wnpge knockaed

T
)

re planas attucled. Une cone

dowm by C.A.F. AL CBZ5 thrae

ot
J

in low over the wiler throu h intonse anti-ailrerelit Tire,
but esewngdy e heoded Ter gooord surpior HLG0dE L3L50D. The
firet, hit oy wliigse-ghn Tig, salvehed ebout &0 e oo 15
carrisr's siérhdcrd bow &fder gltrizin & loakdul wiciforn
with its win fip vpad dgensltebin : the lookoni. The othor,

which ten seconds luiter dove o her ot rbord ausiyier, met

the gine b, o 6 1o e G mrian Ll gohepfticiasl. &% 000
throo mures plenea dnprohicheds omre vean phof down by LM

I3Lanu'S G iAol vibain si bt of the ghipy They obhars driven
off. Pordy winntes loter, Thrie more saorg shol dovm iy ship's

anti-nireaiit Hire."



The: Hamikares coming in force olco struck at the landing
ships. L3T-736 and L3T-47¢ ofter putting up heroic defenses
and battles for survival after bein: hit were both abhrrdoned
as totnl losses. Despite this, however, the remaining landing
ships were able to beach under ideal conditions and were soon
unloaded,

At Caminawit Point, Lit. Cdr. N. Burt Dovis had setb up
the advence base Tor his 23 F.T. bosals by 1400. By nishifeall
15 Deccmber every landing shin but one had boecen unloaded and
Admiral Struble was ready to null out for Leyte.

The Jzpancse did not give un their attaeck until the end
of the month. The recsupply convoys were heavily hit by
Kanikazes, A surprise surfece attack was also attempted by

a Torce under Admiral Eimura vhich included the hzavy cruiser
ASHIGARA and several destroyers., The cfforts of this force to
hell the beechns and air fields oproved ineffectltual and the
iﬁs wore turned back by our aircrart and PTs. The air
surfeee bottle was over by 0z00 Deceiber 27, when the Janinese
shivg had retired beyond raon,c. One destroyer hod teen sunk
and almost every cnomy shin sustoinced danase.

On the third of Janusry the Janincse found more alluring
toersete in the convoys heading for Lingayen Gulfl, and lsid
of f ilindoro Tfor _o0o0d,

Irmediately unon our arrival ot Secadler lazrbor on

~e)
3 Dezcember we fucled from U.H.S,. CaChnrkOil (13H-52) and then
procseded to on anchoraie berth bto ¢wnit develorments., We

replenished our cminunition from & li5htcr glon side and
otherwise carricd out the vorious in-port chores, iveludin;
the trongfer of Duve HMiller, Dove, who hod been sunnery
efficer for lon sioitls wes gojer to get hoeme. Inntend, mueh
to his digeppointment hoe wag trousiferred to UL 8. LILINT
(Diz=T747) .. We wore sorry to soe him 6.

On the 9th we noved in to the dosk 2t Lombrum Foint

wheroe we berthod clonggide U.os.3. WEITSHOLLY (0E-0634). Yhe



next day the WHILTEHURST departed and we nested between
H.M.A.S. WARRALMUHGA (D-10) and U.$.S5. McCALL (DD-400).

The water alongside the dock wag so vnolluted that we
hzd to shut down our evaporators. This provided on opportunity
for sconling them and other maintenance work. On the 171th we
took on 3500 ;els,. of fresh water from the dock to replenish
our tanks in preparation for our decverture the next doy.

On the 13th, after fuveling from U.35.5. LWOPARD (If-122)
we ot under way for Humboldt Bay, Hollandia.

After ten doys in port it wes good to get to sea again.
We set & zli;-2875 course with speced of advance of 17 knots.
Vle excrcised ot General Quarters for dusk alert, and carried

out sound contact drills to lkeew everyone on their tozs, But

¥

3 Al
h

« Buametly

o)

the pleasure of being at sea azoin was short live
twenty four hours after our departure we srrived at our
destin~tion.

FProm the 14+th to the 19th we laoy st anchor in Funboldd
Bay. We had Tuelaed on arrivel and had received additionnl

ammunition on the 16th., Un the 19th we berthed olou gide
U.S.8. ACHITLNS (ARL-41) to commence our rcpair shin
(i

availability, which was to last for 3 days until the 22nd.

L sl

On the Zénd we left the ACHILLES to tie un clon side

ARD-12, the drydcelr which we were to enter on the Z6th for

one day in which to clean and paint the botton.
While alonzside ARD=17 we had the JALES B, CHATG (DR-201)

[

mnoored onthorrda, She wis conmanded by BHad Andravs who vaz o

yahr Ziend ©F

Christmas wig 1n TRE $i1P AR gplte of the Fapt kel the

“temnerature vas in the hish eizhtices and the humidily otiflin, .

Accordin_ly Tor Christnos eve we or anized » combinad nurty

for the officers aof both slilvg to tole Blgcs on o puarhy

iglend in tho hrrbeor which wig uged Tor recr-alion. An
B A

aecordion pleyer wig nobhilized und @ very nice novi;

enjoved by all,



In Tfact the party vas such a success that Td end Dick
Wernecke end I on Chrigstmas afterncon returned 4o the island
enbracing a bolile of Blucli and ‘hite Scotch which Ed
produced and & bottle of Demarure Rwa which T hrid becn

arrying for such an occasion. One of my last recollections
vas of ‘Vernecke, in a tropical rain shower, scrambling up the
muddy side of & nearby hill in search of sone nmythical
female., Later Bd and I returuacd to our ships. It wzs only the
next morning when Wernccke, having coadged a ride, aoppeared

on board that I was reminded thot we hud lbetelly overlooked
himm the nizsht before. Like a castaway, battling mosquitoes,
wet and with a growin; hansover he had spent the ni:cht on a
picnic table., But all was soon forjiven!

It was with a dry mouth end aching head that I suided
COOLBAUGH into the Tlooded dry dock «t 0824 on the <6th.

By 1210 we were receciving power and flushing water Trom the
dock and +the zcrubbing of the bottom was commencin, At 1157
the following; dey, our work complceted, we ot underway again
from the flooded dock and procacded to an anchori e berth

to awelt our gcheduled deporture on 3 Janunry {or Linssyen
Gull and the invasion of lLuzon.,

Up until our visit o Hollrndia disciplinery problems
Nuwvy

o

1wad been few «nd infrocuent, Not so here, hovever. Zhe

very limited rcereational faeilities. The Army, howvevor,

well estoblished sand had inported & nunber of irics,
naprses and Red Orosa hiddics. The presence of Lhese females
on the beucch drew zsore of our crewr rniewners like fitiuus to
a2 miznet., Tho L1t seme Thet we hod o rusll of A0Ls £20d ANQLs
o dabd with, e leggor ceges oo Conbains et aawd the more
gerdious ones ol Dael Court. Xwven such rentonsos ne solitery
confincimont on bread ond wolor for le duyo wilh full retion

svery third doy did nob provide & cosplote deterront. U.S5.5.

J

DOSBIN (AD-3) provided continenont feeiliting, The sdaministiration

of punishnent &t Captnins gt aad Dec Court wvan 2 regponai-

bility which 1 did not cnjoy.
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We received our orders shortly afiter Chricstmes assisning
us our part in the Invasion of Luzon. Another massivz fleet
movement had been organized with the objective of effecting
a landing on the beaches at the very end of Lin:ayen Gulf.
Landinzs had been made on ilindoro, the large island south of
llanila, in December but this stepn would carry us north alonz
the west coast of Luzon past hanila with the lar_e air bases
at Clark and Hichols Fields close by. As we faced this
prospect it seemed only logical that this would be a touth
operation —-- one which would provide tougsher challen es than
we had already faced at Leyte.

As in the assault on Leyte, aAdmiral Oldendorf in battle-
ship California took charge of all opcrations en route to
Lingayen Gulf and until Admiral Kinkaid arrived with the

-amphibioug forces. He commanded a flzet of 164 ships: four

of the six battleships which had taken vart in the Battle of
Surigao Streit, together with Colorado end Ncw liexico, 6
cruisers gnd 19 destroyers, an escort cerrier roun of 12 CVE,
14 destroyers and 6 destroyer egscorts, a mnirneswespin: and
hydrozranhic zroup of 72 miscellaneous shins, over hzalf of
them motor minesweepers; 10 destroyer-transports carrying
the uvndervater demolition tesms; 2 flcet tugs, 2 seaplone
tender and 11 LCI gunboats. These mide rendezvous at Leyte
Gulf on or shortly affcr Few Year's Duy, to form cruising
disposition for the final pussage.

Adniral Olderndorf's denarture fron leyte cbout coincided
with our depsrture from liollandia.

Adnmiral Oldendorf's main forece possed throush Surigoo

rait into the Sulu Sea, where it foraesd two _roups around

a nucleus of escort curriers. Theso furnished a C.i.P. of
40 fichter pluncs, su:mentna by as pany Arny oloanes as could

be mzintained; ot one tiic the total cnountad to 68 aircrofit.

Fightor dirsetier far b0 ¥ 08 40 gscort esrricr .okin

Talend, and For the ronr in BEfenp Bey,. Yet thig nesrently
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air-tizht defensive formation failed to stop all suicide
attacks, or even at times to give adequate warning. One
kamikaze was splaghed 500 yards astern of ilakin Island at
1700 Jenuary 3. On that day, and the necxt two, between 15
and 20 enemy planes were destiroyed near the foraation.

Admiral Oldendorf's Task Group alonz with the mine-
sweeper task sroups experienced heavy kamikaze activity all
the way to Lingsyen Gulf which they reached on 6 January,
three days before S-day on the 9th when the landiny forces
were to come ashore. Althouzh meny ships were hit during the
passage throush the Sulu Sea and north pest lianila Bay only
the CVE Ommany Day was sunk.

Just as the preliminery bombardment and minesweeping
operations begsan on the 6th off of the landins beaches the
first a2ir attack struck with about 10 eneny plenes., The rest
of that dey brougsht heavy ettacks. The kamikaze toll was s
serious worry to Admiral Oldendorf. Cn the 6th of Janusry
alone, three days before the landingzs one shin wss sunk £nd
egleven dencied, This vas en cffective score for 8 linikares
and 15 fizshter escorts. The number of ships sunk or damaged
by the kamikazes between the 3rd and 6th of Jenuzry totalled
25 of wvhich three suffered two or nore attzcks,

Things took a turn for the better on the 7 - 8 Janusry.
The naval bonbardment worked over the S5San Fabion and Lingayen
areas and in the afternoon, under cover of the bombardment
gix undervater decmolition toams be_on to o oshore,

Since sunrise on the 7th it had heen 2 comnurctively
easy day for all hands and the few cneny plance thet appetred
were shot down before doing any dzm2;e. Tut at 1835 vhen the
fire support ships were heading out of the Gulf Tor nizht
retircement deoth cane suddenly out of the ~2dr to the mine-
sweeper Polier. The Jepancse aeen 4o hive picred on ndnesceralt

2

because they were usually idsolrted =nd h.d no ;ood onti-

aircraft suvport.



The 8th brought a few more air attacks. The shore
bombardment was scorcely necessary os the Japanecse hod with-
dravn from the beaches,. llore importently Admiral Qldendorf's
ships had sacrificially scrved the invesion by acting as
bait for the kamikizes which had mostly expended theuselves

’

before S-day.

The Attack Force transport srouns encountered soine
attacks from kamikazes and midzet submarines on their voya.e
between Leyte and Linjayen, but nothinz in comparison to
those suffered by the atitack Torces.

The landin_:s came off &s scheduled on the 9th with
little effeciive resistance.

We were assigned to TG 77.9 Reinforcement Groun under
Rear Admiral R.L., Conolly which was comprised of tronspert
units Joininz in from various staging points in New Guinea
gnd other v»oints to rendezvous at Leyte, as shovm in the
accompanying list. Admiral Conolly in Appalachinn: depcried
Manus on 2 January accoinanied by a small escort carrier
aroup consisting of Saginaw Bay and Petrof Bay. Ve denarted
from Hollandia on 3 Januery (about, the some time thet Admiral
Oldendorf was setting forth from Leyte) with the transnort
Winged Arrow (AP-170) =2nd the attack tronsport Applins (APA-58)
to rendezvous with the main group. Commander A.A, A-eton, the
authority on celestial navigation, h=2d sailed from Hollandia
on 30 December with 50 L3Ts and 10 Liberty ships. Our fast

on
convoy was to overtake Aseton's siow one on 10 Jenuary in order
to sinplify air coveraze on the run in to Lin:ayen Gulf for

our scheduled arrival on 11 January.

Commander iseton with his slow convoy anvarcently wos
subjected to mony frustrations. liy friends in U.3.S. Greenwood
and U.S.35, Loeser, ships of our division who had cscorted
this groun were decply impressed by the stren;th of the
lan.uase he uscd when rounding up his flock!

Our passu_e Trom Huwboldt DBuy, Hollondia ways uneventiul,
The afternoon after our devirture we rendezvouscd with 73 77.9

which congisted of a vast group of transports and eccorts
~ 4



TG 77.9 REINFORCEMENT GROUP, Rear Admiral R. J.. Conolly

"Embarking US. z5th Infantry Division, Maj. Gen. C. L. Mullins; 158th Re:
Combat Team, Brig. Gen. H. MacNider; 13th Armored Group, Col. M. E. Joncs

* Sunk in this operation.

Force flagship apraracuian Capt. C. R. Jeffs; Destroyer remey Cdr. R, P. Fiala.

Nouméa Transport Unit, Commo. H. W. Graf in Zeilin: Attack transports
PRESIDENT JacksoN (with Comtransdiv 23, Capt. W. S. Popham, embarked) Cdr.
C. B. Hamblett vsyg, rresmeNt apasts Capt. M. C. Erwin, 1A rorte Cdr. M. C.
Thompson, tatiater Capr. J. P. Dix, oxrorn Capt. P. S. Crandell, zeiux Capt.
T. B. Fitzpatrick, oconto Cdr. P. Jackson usnwr, ravrens Capt. D. McGregor,
avoralN Lr, Cdr. G. O. Forrest us~gr; transports PRESIDENT mMoNror Cdr. J. M.
Payne usng, coMer Lr. Cdr. J. B, Blee usnr; attack cargo arcor Lr. Cdr. A. T.
Jones usNR; S.S. NAVAJO VICTORY, MANDERSON V., LAS VEGAS V., BEDFORD V., H. T.
DODGE, SOLON TURMAN, WRANGELL, FOMALHAUT.

Screen, Cdr. M. L. McCullough: Destroyers menair Cdr. McCullough, ~or-
MaN scott Cdr. \W. B, Porter, ateLvin Cdr. B. K. Atkins.

Bougainville Unit, Cdr. C. J. Ballreich: Transport presient porx Cdr. Ball-
reich; attack transport vipra Cdr. G. W. McCormick usnr; pE #arRNtox Lr. Cdr.
T. U. Weekes usxk.

Milne Bay Unit: Artack transport warren Cdr. E. S. Stoker; vE parny Lt. Cdr.
M. W. Martin us~r,

Oro Bay Unit: Attack cargd uvvaipe Lt. Cdr. W. M. McCloy; vE 3. poucras
prackwoap Lt, Cdr. J. L. Johnston usNg.

Lae Unit: Attack transport ovazistep (with Comtransdiv 5, Capt. R. W. Abbott,
embarked) Capt. C. L. C. Atkeson.

Finschhafen Unit: Hospital ship tryon Cdr. W. G. Joncs; attack cargo war-
rck Lt. Cdr. E. . Grey.

Hollandia Unit: Transport wiveep arrow Cdr. J. E. Shomier; attack transport
arpLing Lt. Cdr. A, L. Stuart Usng; high-spesd-wansport coorsauait Lt. Cdr. S. T,
Hotchkiss usyr. VI uTizoveR EScoaT _

Noemfoor Unit, Capt. J. K. Davis: Attack transports Leon Capt. H. B. South-
worth, apair Capt. S. P. Comly. naskerr, Cdr. A. L. Mare; attack cargo niprpa
Lt, Cdr. R. C. Willson usxr; high speed transports kxiry (with Comtransdiv roo,
Cdr. R. A. Wilhelm, embarked) Lt. L. G. Benson usxr, scutey Lt, Cdr. TN, T.
Farley uswe, crosny Lr. G. G. Moffart ussg, nersert Lt. G, S. Hewitt usxr, 1rovp
{with Comtransdiv 103, Cdr. W. S. Parsons, embarked) Lrt. Cdr. P. N, Gammel-
gard usNr, NEwMAN Lt. Cdr. R. L. Thicme vsww, xeruart Lt. Cdr. I I, Cammarmn
vsNg, corir Le. H, C. McClees usyg, tavsor (with Comtransdiv 107-T, Lt, Cdr.
C. C. Morgan wsxr, ammbarked), ratsor Le. Cdr. Morgan, mantey Lt. Cdr. R, C.
T'oster vsyr, corpssoroveH L. C. E. Caton us~r.

Leyte Transport Unit, Cdr, . B. Qlsen uskr: Attack transport criiians Cdr.
Olsen; PC-1:28; steamships BENNINGTON, BIRCH, COULIE,

LST Unit, Commander A, A. Ageton (ComLSTflot 3) 7

Bougainville LST Unit, Cdr. R. D. DeKay ussr: Destroyer escort crrexwoon
Lt. Cdr. D. G. Bryce usxr, 3 LST; Oro Bay LST Unit, Cdr. G. R. Berner: De-
stroyer escort roesrr Lt. Cdr. J. Proctor usxg, 5 LST; Hollandia I.ST Unit, Cdr.
Ageton: Destroyer escort aroxssen Lr. Cdr. E. G. Sanderson, 7 LST, SC-735;
7y merchane ships; Noemfoor LST Unir, Cdr, N. W. Nelson vsca: 6 LST, PC-462,

163; Sansapor LST Unir, Lt. Roy Collier vsnr: LST-219, I'C-464; Morotai LST
Unit, Cdr. L. A. Drexler: Destroyers ateoreatur Cdr. C. B. Jennings, nrecowan
Cdr. W. R. Cox, nerrz Cdr. W. S. Estabrook; 13 1.ST. Leyte LST Unit, Cdr.
L. C. Parsons uswr: 15 LST.

T Day before departure from Iollandia, 24 merchant ships, Kenwood, Alliena and
187708 reported for passage to Leyte to Cdr. Ageton, whose screen was atipmented by
Cortdiv 33 (Allentown, Charlotteseille, Mackics, Sandusky, PC—g56 and ~1121, SC-r32
vil ~741). Tellulah joined off Mindoro ¢ Jau.; S.S. Peter Lassen and FS-rsq, -173,
174 and ~364 joined at Leyte,
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which had been ascembled frow such diverse stagins areas as
Noumea, Bou.ainville, lilne oy, Oro Bay, Lue, Finschhafen
and Noenfoor. The 0.T.C. was Rear Admiral R.L. Connoly in
U.S.S. Appalechien (AGC-1) and the screen cozmander wis
ComDesRon 54 in U.S8.8. Remey (DD-688). The convoy speed wus
13 knots. /Zn hour after joining up we went to Gensral {Luarters
for gunnery practice.

And so for the next three days we progresscd toward
Surizao Streit. The wonotony waés broken by the ususl alerts
and sonar drills. On the 6th we fueled from U.3.S. Uvalde (AKA-88)
and on the 7th we werc detailed to rececive m2il from the
Anpalaohiﬁn for delivery to U.S.S. Petrof Bay (CVi-80),
U.5.S. Conner (DD-562), U.S.S. Charrette (DD-581), U.S.S. Libra
(AKA-12), U.S.S. Laurens (APA-153), U.S.S. Oconto (APA-18)
U.S.S. Audrein (APA-59), U.S5.5. Cofer (APD~62) ond U.3.S
(APD-63). -

On the afternoon of the 7th we entered Suri_co 3trait
and picked up & few wore shiips to add to our con"j". Cur
position in this forunution wns screening the rear of the
convoy. This tc us wes a t)MBJJ disappointuent as it seened to
present little opportunity = r submarine contacts and in fzet
reduced possibility for cny sort of sction. Yhis reccosoninz in
a later formaticn did not hold truve, but at this time w
could see little possivility for diétinguishin; ourselves.

Noon of 8 January fowid us Just south of Ileros heading
northwest threush the Sulu Ssa toword lindoro. ie were now
within ecsy ranse of Japanese held air fields and were
constantly on the alert for cxpected enemy attacks. On the
previous aftcecrnoon we had been alerted to an aponroaching
enenmy flight but this apporently was turned back by the
shore-besed liarine Corgsolirs wvhich vere flying cover for us
in this arca. TFor this we werc cduly thankful,

During the mornin_ of the 8th we spent avout ZF hours
transferring personncl frou some of our attack triaosportbs
to soue of ‘the wcrchont ships in our convoy. before.returning

to resume stotion with the corrier unit cousisting of



U.S3.S. Seginaw Bay (CVE-82) and Petrof Bay (CVi-80), our
0ld friends from previous operationg.

Noon of the 9th found us a little south of ilindoro and
still no eneny action had developed. At mid-morning we fueled
from U.S.3. Winooski (AP-38) und shortly thercalter left
the formation to screen flight operctions first for 3Saginaw
Bay and then Petrof 3Bay. These were completed at 1315 at
which time we returned to the main formution and resumed station.

. On the mornings of the 10th we were off llanile Bay and
close to the main Japanese held airfields, but still no action
developed dzspnite a red elert which was called st 0455,
At 1600 off the entrance to Linzayen Gulf we lelft statio 0
form T.U. 77.9.20 composed of three tankers, U.S3.3. Vinooski
(A0-38), U.S5.S. Tallulah (A0-5C) end U.S.S. Schuylkill (A0-7
with U.S.3. Harmon (Di-678), U.3.3. Goldsborougzh (APD-3Z),
U.S8.S. J.Douzlas Blackwood (D3i-219) 2nd Coolbzu_h s escoric.
At 1950 CouCortDiv 36 (our Division Commander) joined es
screcen commander in U.S.S. Grecnwood (DT~679) and shortly
thereafter ve procceded to rendeczvous with TZ 77.4, the
LST Unit under Cormmander A .eton, t0o stecm the last few miles
to the invasion beaches in Lingnyen Gulf where we arrivad
at 1000 the following morning, two dsys after the initial
landings. o

All in all we had hcd a surprisingly uneventful passage.
Ve had = number of red alerts but our air covera; e was
excellent and no enemy plancs ot throush. A couple of Jtorpedoes
were fired at the formation butv no hits resulted, These
torpedoes were directed at lexding shins in our widely spread
out convoy and hence were several miles aw:y from us. lorc
stratesicclly located escorts were detailed to track down the
offending submiarine but with no success.

Thin:s seciued quict enou_h at the time of our crrival
and so for the most parl they remained for us durinzg our stay
after the Tirst day or so.

On the first evening, we went to General (uarters. At 1855

some of the other ships openced fire on an eneny aircraft hish

4
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overhead which was out of our run,e but with ne_ative results,
This was followed fiftcéen minutes later by 2a similar ineffectual
attack. At 1932 a third attacl followed. This produccd two
bomb bursts on the beusch before the zircruft escaped out of
reach. Twenly minutes later we were directed to anchor,

Farly the following mornin: as we lay at anchor
maintaining a full war cruising wotch another eneny plane
came over, Shortly therezfter we got underviey. Ve were soon
to suffer our first and only casuclties of the war,

At 0800 another hijh flying enemy aircraft came over,
drawing the fire of all the ships even remotely in ran_e.

Ve ourselves expended 2380 rounds of 1.1”; 510 rounds of 20 m.n.
end 83 rounds of 3"/50 cal

what joes up, however, must come down and we werc to
feel the brunt of this, Shrapnel from a bursting 20 m.m.
projectile fired by a friendly ship injured 6 of our nen on
the fantail, fortunately none too sericusly. Another niece
struck the bridge but cogin fortunotely no one wog injured
there. This wes the lost nction we were to see durin_ our
stay off the Linzayen b<aohcs, thou h other shinps in the Gulf
were not as fortunate. On this szme day, the 12th, the
kamikazes returned, but further off the shore. The first
ships to catch it were the DEs Gillisen and Richard V. Suesens.
The former wos part of the outer and the latter o unit of the
inner submarine screen for VWestern Lin_ayen Julf.

Also on the 12th o slow convoy bound for Leyte off
Séntiago Island was the target of an sttack by severcl
kamikazes, but suffered no serious damage. llsawhere in the
Gulf the destroyer transport Belknop was hit by two and
thoush not severely damajed suffered fairly heovy casualities,

On the morning of the 13th the 1nst successful kamikase
attack in Philippine waters was made on the CVI 3Salamaua,

The ship at the tiue wns opercting off the rniouth of Linzoven
Gulf. She wos severcly damnased butv survived,
These attacxs all ocecurrcd at cousliderable diat nce fron

us and althou_ h we werce awarce ol thcm ut the ti.ae of their

.



happening we did not see any of them. We had no way of
knowing it but the Japanese had now shot their bolt, after
15 January only 10 Jopanese planes were left on the entire

island of Luzon.

Except for brief interludes for fueling and a few hours
of patrolling on the inner screen to relieve U.S.S, lletivier
(DE-582) we remained at anchor maintaining a full war

cruising vatch off San Febian until 186 Jenuary. /e received

a visit from Dr. Istep, our division doctor, to check our
wounded, and one of these we transferrced to U.S5.S. Rocky llount
(AGC-3) Ffor treatment. Tor six'long dzys at anchor vwe rollad
and roiled under the broilinz sun. Routinely we sounded
General Cuarters at dusk and azain at dawvn to confront the
eneny who never showed up. '

On the 18th it came almost as a relief to rcccive orders
to patrol in the screen., Our screening group consisted of
three vesgsels, ¢ll from our division, U.S.S. Harmon (DE-678),
U.S.3. TLoeser (Di~680) and Cooltauzh. Beins senior, I wes
0.T.C. The sector to be covered by ecch shin wis annroxinctely
3 miles long and so for the next four days vie prowled like a

D

tiger pacing his cage back and forth day ana nizhi. On on
occasion we left station to investizate a native sailing conoe
and on ancther occasion a flocting human body. One evenirg
we helped form a smoke screen in the trensport crea, but after
each of these occosions we returnad to our patrol stotion,

On the 21zt we reccived welcone orders to fuel from
U.S.S. Andrea Doria (IZ-132) =nd replenish our ammunition from
U.S.S. Indus (AKN-1) and on the followinz day we received
even more welcome orders relicvinz us Trom the scrren and ‘
to proceed to join T.U. 78.11.10, a lome duck convoy of L5Ts
heading back Tor Leyte. Despite the slow, pedestrion nature
of our convoy we were elated to be gevting away from the torid
tedium of Linzayen Gulf.

The screcn commender for this trip was ConDesDiv 10 in
U.5.8. Smith (D1~378) and the 0.T.C. was Comander TOT Group
42 in LST 1015. The convoy spced was 8 knots and our station



was #8 in the screen, patrolling station. The trivp which had
taken us threce and a half days outbound required five days

at our present ploddirng gait on the return. Zach day we

sounded General {uarters for routine davm and dusk alerts

and excercised at sound contact drills but nc enemy materiaslized
to upset our placid progress. At 1427 on 27 January, having
safely conducted our flock of lame ducks to Leyte Gulf we

were detached from the Task Unit to procecd independently to

an anchoraze in San Pedro Bay.

That evening we moored alon:éide E.M.,A.S, Kurumba R.A.N.R.
for fueling. Tueling was coupleted atv 0149 the followinz
morninzg but we remained alongside for the rest of the ni:sht.
This was in part due to the fact that I was enjoyins: a
convivial eveninz with the Australisn mete who hnd sailed in
two four nasted barques from Aland and was as much a sailing
ship enthusiast as I, as noted in my letter of 31 January.

We left Fururnba at 0650 on the 28th and proceeded to an
anchoraze berth to lie until that afternoon when we went
alonzside S.3. Rolvacyg vhere for two hours we renlenished our
ships stores, Provisioning was alwoys pdpular with all haads
because it brousht a fresh variety to the menu which as time
went on tended to gsradually Jose its lustre.

For the next four doys we renzined at anchor except for
a brief return visit to Kurumba, this tine to take on sonme
diesel fuel. Somc of the time at enchor we would cct as
mother ship to PT beoats which would tie up or t~il astern.

At such times too I would visit other ships where I had

friends aboard, There was always plenty to do on board,

however. Ships work which could not be done under way occupied
the crew, and paper work which deluged in on me whenever we
reached port kept me submer ed.

On the second of Fehruary vwe departed Leyte Gulf with

a fast convoy bound to the ecastward. Our destination was
Hollandia.
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Dear Mother snd Dads . . ' Jeh g e o EARL e Wt

I suess y:u hzve been deoin: a lct of nondering as to my wheresabouts
and you h_ve tadoubtedly vueesed rizht. Agaln we were in on the biz
pushy* but this tiue we folloxed up acout twro days late, which may h-ve
been a good thing from the stzndpoint of safety, but which did not ~ive
us quite as interesting a tize as we micht have hzd. As it a2ll turned
out, our experiecnce was gulte routine and uneventful. Our position in
the formetion cuainz up here vas unfortunately tre one that the [uke
of Plaza toro (of G & S fame) would have preferred, &nd so we did not
have a chance at another sub. EHowever, except for a coupnle of
ineffectuzl torpedos fired at the formation, not ~uch developed in
the line. .hcn we started out I was conviznced thut tals would te by
far the touzhest Job to date, but despite our protractsd sojourn in
forward vaters, ve have had to date only two air reids anyvhere near
us. One plane we zay have helped bring dovn as our fire was excellent,
but he was sa far avay thct 1t »as impossible to tell for sure, and 5o

[S]

1t gave us no Just satlisfactiop. AT “wwvoenT . PR .

“° "It was durin- this raid that ve suffered our flrst casualties,

Lead was ilyiu: zll over the plazce, and a £0 mnm snell hit our fantail and
exploded, ¢iviag soae of tae Loys on onc of the sumns &« lot of painful,
thouuh Lat cerioa~ (IQr*undtcly§ chrapael wvounds. A lot of otner

shrepnal was flying zround thut morning - we recelved oue solid chunk
on the brﬁgge, but (a2gain fortunately) it did not nit anyone, Znst
all took nlave Just after . e arrivea, and now, except for the bouting

and siellin.; on the bsacn, one wouild scarcely !mor there is a war
on, 1n aioiner week or so we £hall probably re showing movies on deckl

The plzce ve are in now 1s incredidtly hot durin:; the day -
gcnerully flet c2lm #ith a proiling sun, but the eveninirs cool off
nicely., The tezderature -oes dorn to about 78 and it feels actually
coldl It is vemarlable vrnat a year in the tropilcs will cdo to the
huasan systeal Thie ancuorase 1s wide open and large swells roll in
continuously. wnen the evening breeze sets in 1%t 15 fire, for the
ship takes the swells bows on, but for the rexsining €0 Loursof the
day, we wallow in tre trouch and roll and roll. I don'!'t kiow wien wne
shall leave this spot, but we are ell anxious to be on tne go again.

The war situntlon out here, in my humdble opinion, really looks
goad though there 1e £811) a lons vey 0 fos Fron sl lsdicastions
the ronxey zmcn cre really tzkin: it @ in the becik teeth znd they ars
h3v1n5 2 tou:n tisme kece-ring anylhinzs afloat in these waters, SlnLe
our expsrience of October, the wilole plcture has bren briihteninz un
by lec P S and btounls = bubt there 1s still a .lOI:E; ay to £Qy and lots
wore land waich must be retaken,

X Batree OF Liianvan Guir, Puciprid el
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It hes been three weeks almost since we have received zny mail
and almost as lonz zirnce we nuve been able to zet cny out, and o I
feel way benlnd in sll the nexs. 2And now 1 don't know 1if our mz2il
will ever catch up with us. Tae Tarther alon.: e g0 the more eratle
the mail service bscomes. I guess ve snall Just have to be patient.

..’ I finally busped into Ple Truesdale in his LSYM the other day . ..., .../
and had a :o0d vlsit with hian, He 13 Zxec. and he seems just zs
enthusiastic as ever, He Is talkinz of buyin a fishing travler nf‘ar
the var and 2oinz into tusiness, wiich mizat not be a bad idea at al
¥e had a irieand in Creenlond woo had ommed one and nad zade a very
good thing of Lite I think the idea bas 5 lot of arrit, It tcies a
1ot of hard work tuc flrst couple or years, but aftzr that oane can
afford to hire & coptaln zni things go alon: without much strzin. I
am rather tzsen wito the idea - now tnat 1 have tecoae a ann of
capitsll Vell, anywey, Ple was Iine and I thouzibt that Lif Pop saw the

.Boules, 4anne would be int:irested to hear. He told me about a sood

book wilcin I suould 1lke to gete Il i1s k7 soseone nzmed Forbes, and
is about Greenloads Forbes 13 a fricnd of Zies and was in the
Xlbatron a wlne sweeper, which was in Creenlend nhen we were there,

r you can set 1t, I would be delighted.

I vwender how thiazs.are at home. I guess that winter has sct
in in earriest nove 1 hope tnat Alec is keeoins up the zood work z2ad
hzs been tzizing care of things wellse It woulda't surprise me mucn if

we were to zet bacx sometlie relfore 100 longe I have hesrd rumors itrnat

these snlps were to et bacik in znother two months or so, walch sould
be fine. 7The vay develonnents have been made 1a zll our type of 227,
we ere relatively cntiquated now and conld do vith much modernizZatione.

“Also we ecould do 7Lith & rood Havy Yard overncule &o tifre moy be truth

in the rumor - I rase sol I zm in nonurry to set trancsferred tro7 tuis
shiip a3 I can =<e noa esdeclially gJoa jors a2head if I 2, but I would like
to bring her backx to tie States. Hosever, in tihe Navy, "it isn't what
you rants, it's what you gats® - and =0 wve vwill just have to wallb and

see vnat develops., wow that Bill Doya has left the burezu, I have no

one to turn to in thzt direction = s0 far as I knowe :

Vell there 1sn't much more newss CECeverzl days have clapsed slnce
I sterted tais letter and we are still here. Thae 7eather has sotten
cooler, horever, arnd 1s really culte pleasent tacce dayse Now instezd
of bteir; ancoored, we are patrolling - like a squdrrel in a cage end
Just as Iinterestingl . ; -

I havea't heard enythinz more on the Navy Cross. I really doubt
1f they wl11 let 1t .o tnrouche I also naven't jotten a fiaal offlciz
assessaent on our submarine elther -~ althou th taere 1s no doubt i my
mind tnat we got hime. we should huve soaetining whnen the next mzil comes

trouzhe

¥rite oftens Glve my love to everyone at nomee I om still cnjoying
Pop's cigsarsl 1 carry the little Christaas horseshoe eround in my pociket
for good lucx, Lots of love to you both -
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Yell, =2 finally zot away froa the last place, thougk for a tine

I never thou-ht ve sould,
coipletely forsot 2bout us
three dzyses inally, tnours

£fter our first tro or three doys there they
- a atote of affeirs =2ich lac ted for about .
h, they rediszcovered usg, put uf to werz forp .- o

& few =zoro deys cnd then fent us 2n down hsre -.itih « slow collectlon of

leme ducks. 2And £0 now we
awaitin; cevelg mentas

¥e have hed 2 few pret

are in snother jn;ping off spot and &sain

SAav TPenrze oy , LEYTE.

s

ty Jolly moments recently, hosevere OCur

first ni-ht Lers we lny slonisids en Augtralian tsnecer ind spent & very

convivial cevening ebozrd,.

trip in "derzo-izn Cecilietn
trip in TlosLpiy", e way
so ve h=zd s wonderful tize

The matas was egn Aiassle 359 hod zade & homeward
& fer yeara ago, 3a2 later hzd mude 2 'ound

as murh a s2llinz snip eathusiast as I, and

- tulited ceilins ships 21l evening uniil the

em&ll house e hrd gone o fer 2s to m2rry a Flanish girl, whea e
has not scen now for six yeers, N .

The next nizht I virlted Ple Trucsdsle and hal sn even 1- ter perly,

snd crank up nruactlicasly &l

operate a rizning fleont aft

1 nis rood Scatch ﬁ*i*& cookl:iz up schezes »o
or the ware It 4is sonderful how Jcotch mist

vill euliven tie laazinationl!

Fe finally got a bit of mail, thou
officisl trousnt cone 39294 news and

that be decided that =g had

figured tunt =e¢ hng merely
£

I Lfze)l &ite Thal e 2ot B

vorkln- anre wvhd rrotse 2 very counl

(1nciuding ols opizlon on t

Tha cood news arrived
vhich enclosed 2 :cod citat
coaplete with rinbona rnd o

never rezlly exnented a Hevy Cros=a beczuse 1t was not & &

mesns, «nd 4 sericusly doub
citatlon resds sz follows:

BFor distinulshin
service in tha lin
Officer of & dosty
vessel for zn rcsceo
operrtlange =z wingt
1344 Tks gsriznt

by Licutenint Coms
suceras or tae oo
outstondinz lecsder
hizhest traditions

Q

izh none of it was pereonal

+
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e 0
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e Tiue bad wng tiot

& ¢
p— unli; da"“‘*u” aur Faltaarinse.
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congee
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stidy A0
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in a registered envelopge @dél

tonr sd A Pecutifnl Meuiou 0!
saurtensners, il ¥Es Luiie
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ted whether I »ould recelve any

- himself by exceotionslly uneritorioua

e of his profescion zs3 Curminding
oyor escort emnloyed 24 a gcreening

& Corsler Tack Ualt Surlng corent

the enezy fros 18 Dctobrr to £0 Ccotoler
Breg dLelslve colion 124EH ot mll tis=es
shder Lotchileos sontpdlitited 1o tka
roElCile ills I’{ill, A& berainsatleon and
siiip throushout verc 1: {Cﬂﬂing with the
of tho lavy ol the Unfited States®

Sigrned by Admiral Kinkeid
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It 18 very flstterinz znd I am sure much more than I deserved. I
have not let the vord get around the ship yet becouse there will
-have to be a forzal presentation when the Comzodore cozes aboard
next, =ialch siould be in tke very nosr future, In the occntime
I merely gloat over the medzl in a miserish wayl . oy

I am loowinp forvr*d to the dey vhen the rev* of our mpil

will arrive. Ye navse now b2en over a zmonth »ithout mail cnd 1t seems
'1ike & very lony tizse. I keep lcnzinz for news of home znd thirking -
‘of how thin=s must te at Fast River nowe 1 certainly wish we could
- get back soon. I thirk there may be a pretty £20d chance of it

before lons nowe. There are =9 many new DzZs out this 22y now cnd with
the develonzents in enulpaemt in the last yerr, =& =2re very =uch out
of date - plus tha fact t5at roe eould do with a roather coznlete
.overhaul - 1t sceas loglccl te expect that they =111 =end us tack
before longe. but 8ll we ¢=zn do is to wait and sece, v

% " Theve rerlly isn't much ners these deys. Thincs are nquist -
the war is 3oinz very well indeed wxith more l=zndin~s &nd not nuch
"opposition snywhere (accordin: to the rcest reuorts). All atoard ship
has teen :oln: rell, thsa:h roaevhat monotonously because even the '
fov recresational facilities wc had teforz are cone now. 2ll1 we nhiave
‘now 18 movies every nlc-ht, and these days they zre punctuzted ty

long intervals of darkness now znd azaln cach nisht. #e llke 1¢ test
wvhen »e¢ cw kecp moving and active.

%ell, each doy I keep hopins for the u2il ta come throush
"and ¢omeday it w111, so please kcep richt on =ritizcg. COive =y love
to Sister and her brood ang c£11 of ¥yndham, How is Pollo? I navenft
heard znythinz ef kiam recently. ; '

.-~ Lots of love to you btoth - R IR I

*5E 7
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TAB

LE OF NAVAL DECOKATIUNS

ANL HL

QULATIULD

Rame af melal
- and riobion

Swelal of Honor

Medal of Monor
(1917-1%) (no
lonser issuel).

Navy Cross. ...

Distinguishrd
Korviea Medal,

Legion of Merit....

Silver Star Medal.

Distinguished
Flying Cross.

Navy and Marine
Corps Medal

Bronze Star Medal

Alr Medal.........0.

" Actof2 July

Authorsed by

|
|

Awarded to:

Actoof UD D
il
M Usnimtof
J Mar. 1St
of 47,00
of T Aoz

1y )
which gupnera 1145
above acts.

Act of 4 Feb, 1919

Actof 4 Feb, 1919;
nre of 7 Auu

1942,

Act of 4 Feb. 1910;
aeroof 7 M
1942,

Act of 20 July
1M2; Fxeentive
Order No, 4260
of 29 Oct. 1742,

Act ol 7 Aug. 1042,

1026;
Evec, Order No.
4576 of 28 Jan.
1927; Exce. Order
No.7786 ol 8 Jan.
1938.

Act of 7 Aug. 1942,

Exec:  Order No.
0419 of 4 Feb.
1944,

Lxee. Order No.
9158 of 11 AMay
1942; Gen. Ordrr
No. 175 of 27
June 1942,

Commeadation Alnay 1144, 11
Ribbon, Jan. 1944.
e Heart..... . Ftec. Order No.
Fuupd 9277 of 3 Dee.
1942; Gen. Qeder
No. 186 of 21
Jan. 1043.
Specially Meritori  Actof 3 Mar. 1001
ous Medal, War
with Spain (no
longer issued).
Presidential Unit [Exec. Order 9070
Citation. of 6 Feb. 1042:

Gen. Qrder 157
of 3 Feb. 1043,

wt oaf
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Anv person who, while in the naval serviee of the United States <hall, in
acton mvolving ot conflo t with the enemy, distinenrsh hinsell eon-
gptenonady by oallintre o mrsennlite st the rvxk of hte hfe abave and
bewond the eall of dury and witbout derrteat to the s aon.

tinginshes himisell by extenordinary herown in connection with military
O Fony weuest an iy denemy,

v person whao, while seeving i any eapaeity with the Navy of the Titerd
States mwmee A Apes 17 B e coenslod hineadf Dy exeeptionally
entorious service to the Government 1t s duly of great responsibility.

Personnel of the armed forces of the United States and the Philippines:
anel persoanel of theegpppad forees of friendle forvien narions wha, smee
S ocepre L3t soail panve dienineimshod tnemeebves by e pionaily
meritorious eonduct in the perfarmanee of nutstandin serviees,

Any prrson whe, while servinz in any eapacity with the Navy of the United
States sinee 6 Doe. 141, has distingrushed himsell conspreuonsty hy
ﬁ\ll.mlry and intrepichity n action, not suthew nt (o jusufy the award of

feedal of Honar or N vy Craess ilon rses of peraons provinel efa
mitted, recommendad for Mebd ot Honor or Navy Uross or Dastin-
glmhvd Service Merdal, and who were turned down, may be reeonsulered,
all ases 19 he considered on reenrds pow i Navy Departmont.

Any preson who, winle seeving in any capaetty with the \ir Corps of the
Army, National Guard, and Oreanized Rm:r'rvr»q. or with 17, 5. Nayv,
Marme Corps or Coast Guand, subsenrient to & Apr. 1917, has dictin-

giished imself by herowsm or extraordinary achievemeant wnile partio-
patiniin acenal Hicht. Membrrs of mihitary, naval, or atr forces of foreign
gavernments, while sceving with the Umited States,

A person who, while servinz m any capaczty with the U8, Navy or Ma-
tine Corps, including Reserves, shall have, since 8 Dec. 1041, distin-
guished himsell or herself by herorsm not mvolving acti: xl contiict with
an enemy, or 1o any person to whom the Seerotary of the Navv has
formerly awarded a letter of commendation for harosm, recardiess of
date, subject to approval of the Board of Decorations and Medals.

‘ul\ person serving with Army, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Gnarid on or

after 7 Dee, 1941 who «distinguishes himself by heroic or meritarious

a:“un\-rmcnt or serviee, not involving participation in aerial dight, in
connection with militiry or naval ope rmnm :u'.' WUSL AN Ny,

Anv person wha, while serving with Atmy, Marine Coeps or Coast
Guord of the Unsted Srates inoans cape wn.,mh\n quent to s Sent. 1939,
distingni-hes lumsell by meritozious achievement while participatiog in
an acrial Hight.

All prrsonnel of Navy, Marine Corps and Ceas* Guard who reerive an
individual letter of commendation signed by Xee Jav, Corpined, Cinel'ae
or CincLant, or a Fleet Commander of eank of Vieo Adtesal or above,
for an act of heroism or ~eeviee performed sce 6 Live, 1941 thut ribbon
may not be worn for [ tters rrcerved after 11 Jun, l'i{l unl-ss text so
?gil:;mes, or for any letiers from Flect Cummarders prioe te 13 Sept.

Persons wonndad in action amainst the enemy of the United Statea while

serving with the Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast (raard of the United

States or as result of act of such enemy, if wound neeesatated treatment

by medical officer, Also to nexg of kin of persous killed in action.

Officers and men of the Navy and Marine Corps who rendered sneciaily |
meritorious service, other than o battle, during the War with Spamn.

Any ship, airerait, or naval units, any marine aircraft debachment or higher
unit for ouestanding porformance in action on or alter [0 Urt. 1941,

Anv peesan soeving with the waval seeviee of the Umited States who dis-|....
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Although the landingss at Linsayen Gulf had been success-
fully completed much additional material was reguired. TFour
resupply’echelons were to arrive at Linseyen Gulf between 14 and
27 Jenuary and three more betwecn 8 and 18 Februsry. ile were
agssizned duty as a unit in the screen for the last of these
which was designated as Task Unit 78.7.4, the Second IST
Resupply Unit, transporting elements of the Sixth Army fron
Hollandia, Bisk, :loemfoor, Sansapor and liorotai.

e were to pick up the Hollandia section, join upn with the
other sections of LSTs and then proceed to a convoy rendezvous
point in Leyte Gulf where the entire convoy would assemble
for the passage to Lingayen.

On the seccnd of February we departed Leyte with a task
unit comprised of 15 transports and a screen of four destroyers
and ourselves bound to the eastward. It was a good 13 knot
convoy end we stayed with them for two days bkefore breoaking off
to proceed individually at 20 knots for Humboldt Bay, Hollandia.

We arrived at Hollandia on the morning of the 6th, fueled,
and that altzrnoon departed with one sroup of LSTs. I wvas
screen commander. The other escort wes 3C-1012, We set out on
a northvesterly course 2l 2 leisurely sveed of 8 knots zeared
to the capabilities of our charges.

After threc uneventful days of formztion steaming over

©]

quiet scas w 9f fected rendezvous with the Noemfoor und Biak
sections at 1645 on the S9th. iy screen was augsmented by PCG.1120
and U.S.S. HAAS (DIi-424), For another quiet day and 2 half

we plodded zlonzy toward Leyte.

Like so mony other duays in those tropical latitudes the
11th of Iebrucry came on fine and clear., As the stars faded in
the warm nornin; twilight we shot them for position cnd suddenly
the sun broke the rim of the horizon astern. Another beautiful
day had dawned.

At 0819 a dastroyer thot had aonpesred on the horizon

carlier approachoed the convoy. It was the ISHWR.COD (Di~5Z0),



carrying Commander Destroyer Division 98, which was to join

our screen and would take over the duties of scrcen commander
from ne. ,

The convoy continued onward. Under the cloudless blue sky
the sea was a dark blue as one looked down into its clear depths.
Locking astern its wind ruffled surface reflected the zlinting
sunlizht as the smooth sea reached out for the horizon beyond.
The LSTs in formation plodded alonz obediently behind us each
with a sparkling white bone of foam in her teeth,

On the bridse I was lookinzg aft surveying the peaeceful
scene spread out before me. Suddenly as I watched a great
geyser of sparklinzg white water almost like & burst of steam
glarinz white in the sun azairst the blue background burst
forth at the side of one of our ISTs. She had received a2 direct
hit from a tornedo.

The time wa2s 0906. LST 577 had been blown in half by a
torpedo vhich had bteen fired from fairly close ranze. The
after half sank a2lmost immediztely but the forward half remsined
afloat. The officer of the deck sounded the seneral alarm and
ve went to General (usrters immediately.

For the next three hours the escorts carried out an
intensive submerine search with numerous submorine contacts
reported and proved false. As each contact was reported the
convoy executed turns and emerzency turns the sum effect of
which was to keep the convoy pretty much in the vicinity of the
torpedoed LST 577.

At 1011 we received the report that all survivors of
LST 577 had been vicked up by PC-1120.

The ships los reports the Tollowinz sequence of events:

1102 e rejoined the convoy Tollowing our submarine scarch,

1120 PC-1120 ordercd to return fto secrecning station.

1125 1IST 571 carrying out salvaze orverntions on 577.

1208 e secured fron Genercl Quarters.

1230 Convoy is in fornation., ComdesDiv 98 in 131112./00D

renainin with L3T 577 to supervise s-lva e onerations

and continue s~orch for eneny suvmirines.



I reorzanized my screen and aain we were plodding onward'
toward our destination.

At 1525 the Sansapor and llorotai Sections of T.U. 78.7.4
escorted by SC 729 joined the convoy.

At 1653 PC-1120, vhich had trunsferred survivors to LST 1027,
was ordered to return to LST 751 and screcen her while she was
attempting salvaze opercetions on 577.

And still we continued onward. Our fleet of L3Ts by now
was considerable, but my scrcen consisted of only two 3Cs,

U.S.S. HAAS and ourselves which, considering the size of our
formation, yas hardly adeguate, This feact vwas recognized by the
powers that be and soon heln was on the way.

At 0158 on 12 February U.S.S. LUCE (DD-522) and U.S.S.
CHARLES 5. BADGER (DD-657) arrived to ausment our screen.
Althouzh senior to me they requested that I carry on as screen
commander. Iater in the morning PC-1120 returned to the sc
& thet day and early the next until our arrival

3

For the re 0 n
at Leyte I felt like a full admireal with seven ships 2t my
cornmend.

At 0600 onn the 13th our convoy proceeded to the anchoraje
at Dulaz, Leyte, while we vent on to San Pedro Bay to fuel
prior to resuming the journey to Linjayen.

When the entire convoy rendczvoused for departure thot
afternoon it hzd rown to a total of 94 ships which included
34 TSTs, 23 merchant ships, 5 novel auxiliiaries, and a
remeinder of sucll types. There werc 12 escorts.

No lon:er tahe "admiral" we were detailed to a screening
station at the rear of the coiwvoy — a secnin ly i nomninious
come-down to a locotion which promised little chance to pick
up & submarine contact.

Our slow and unweildy convoy dotted for 6 miles ahead
over the calm exranse of oceun pro ressed at a pedesirian 8 knot
pace as we nputrolled aéstern,

Without incident we passed south of e roz and up the
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Sulu Sea voward liindoro., There were no air alerts and life
aboard had settled into 2 routine with very little prospect
for excitenent as we followed alons in the rcermost position
in the scXeen.

My mental lethar;y was suddenly broken in late efternoon
of the 15th when at 1650 we were ordered to leove our screening
station to assist U.S.S. COPER (APD-62) who had a sound contadct.
Immediately after we had verified the contact we were ordercd
to take over.

4 In this case I decided on the hed_;ehog as the most
appropriate weapon. The hed;choz consisted of a whole batter
of small bombs which were positioned on a launcher consisting
of closely spaced spindles or fingers over which cach bomb was
nested, These fingers were angled in such a way that when the
hedgehos was fired the projectiles would fly tozether 1lik
a covey of quaill to produce a predeteriiined pattern on the

b
o
[0)
joN)
J
b
Al

water within 2 1inited 2rs shsed of the ship. Sinking renidly
they would only explode on contact with the tarset.

This time the sonar and its recorder functioned perfectly
and at the appropriate moment we fired the hed:.;ehog.

With vaited breath we watched our birds fly out ahead
and snlash down in a perfect »attern, cnd then - Hooray! -
an uvnderwater explosion twenty seconds after firing.

Almost immediately a rzat susher of oil spurtad to the
surface., e passed over our quarry, maintaining sonar contact
211 the time and circled hack. lven hed we lost gsonar contact
the gusher of oil would continue to guide us back asain and
azain., The water here was about 300 feet deen and setting our
depth charges with appropriate settin:s we crossed and
recrossed the motionless susher rollinz the "ash cans" as
we passed. Sevaral additional underwater explosions were noted.

Another DE, U.S.S. Hais (Dbs-424) was detached Trom the

screen to agsist us,.
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At sunset we were ordered to rejoin the couvoy, lecoving the
HAAS to continue the attack. We were disappointed that our
efforts had not resulted in that final grand explosion which
would beyond a doubt prove the demise of the sub. /e could
only hope that our relief ship would eventuvally cxperience tha
satisfaction.

All in 211 we had fired 120 hedsehogs and dropped 68 denth
charges durins the attack.

(The action report and assessment of this attack are
included as an Appendix).

The 16th and 17th of Februory opassed uneventfully as, &
7 knots, we stesned northward past the north end of Liindoro
-and the entrance to lianila Bay. At 1855 on the 16th all the
escorts except ourselves, U.S.S. PHILIP (DD-498) ond two SCs
left the fornation for Subic Bey. Finally, just tefore midnisht
on the 17th the formation altered course to stand into Lin_gryen

4
4l Ja

Gulf. We reached .our destination at zbout 0735 the noxt mernis

For the next two days we divided our tine between fuelinz,
provisioning, natrolling and rollinz at anchor until finslly
at 1700 on the 20th we ot under way. This tiice we were blessed
with a fest 13.5 knot convoy consisting of U.S5.3. ROCKY LIOUHAT
(AGC-3), @ comaunications command ship, and two Aust -clian
Auxilliariés, TIAS BLIPIR: BATTLRAXE and HIIAS HiIPIRT IIACE, The
only other escort was U.S.5. RCBINSON (DD-562).

Before noen of the next day we vere stecrniing various
courses up the chonnel that led to Subic Bay wherc we fueled,
replenished our ammunition and anchorcd until the followingg
afternoon, winen with the same ships, we got under way for
liindoro.

After steoising overnisht we anchored in llanz:rin Bay,
Mindoro 2t 0928 on the 23rd of Iebruary.

Here I vas delizhted to fird anchored nenrby trhe U.3.8,
PREELIONT, flngshin of Rear Admiral V.II. Fechteler, rccently



Dear Mother & Dad -

Ve finally got some meail the other day, but my most recent
letter 1s Uatls of Jan. 1. Christmas must have been a lot of fun. I
got a letter from Sam Galpin, vho gave more details of Christmas at
Vyndham. It must have been a field day for the children. Udary!s pony
sounds wonderful, and I can imagine how thrilled she must be. I wonder
what Rollo thinks of Mitzi, who must be Just about his size. I
certalnly wish that I could have been there.

We have been kept very busy since I last wrote, but it has all
been pleasant and much better than sitting around at anchor. Ve have
had a couple of submarine adventures. On one occasion a saip’like
Joe!s was blovn in hslf, Unfortunately, I happened to be icreen
commander, but of course there 1s no blaze attached. Later we were
joined by more siips, snd I had so many ships, including several
destroyers, in my command, that I felt like a full Admiral. On the
other occasion the sub situation was reversed.  He did no damage and we
and another ship did him in., I am only hoping that we thall receive
proper credit this time and nOu Just a Wprobably slightly damaged® sxuch
as they gave us beforel , L _

I must make this Just a note, as I must get 1t into the mail
in a few minutes.

I kcep wonderinz what the news of Sydney 1s and where he has
finally teen sent toc. I am glad that he was not over there in time for
the great German counter offensive. ITow I hope it willl just be clear
going and with a pinumun of losses. The Russians are going so fast cn
the other front that it rezlly seems that the Germans cannot hold out
much longer. iever theless I guess Sister has plenty of anxiety.

I wonder vhat the latest news of Joe 1s and whether he is still
hobnobbing with the CGreeks on the Acropolis.

I forgot to mention your nice Christmas carde I think it is fine
and a good plcture of all and properly reflecting Christmas cheer. Also
I thought Sister's card was very nice -~ one of the best I have seen this
year. , o

I must stop and get this off. Sorry to make it such a rush job,
but even s note is better than no letter at all. Tals 1is my one year
anniversary in comnana of the Coolbzughl Too tad we aren't somewhere
where we could celebrate 1tl

Write often. Lots of love to all and especlally to you both.

‘ Stu .
X L3T €u fourd Fiom Nouygs Towses Lerie

X ¥ Japnpubl Sum Do TEE Sueu TEa, We Scorend A DiveeT T waTH

HEeoGe “Yows lubtire. 1 {4 MOR L EB ED I4rat, T”CM L Creprcen, CAc. &30 Foers

" B ., 5t o o5 I8 ) ) - o R ¢ jgn ETemped s LN



Convoy duty in the Philippines ceased on 28 February, at
which time we left the area for Ulithi, Caroline Islands, and froem
there to proceed with a task group for Iwo Jima. The U.S.S. COOL-
BAUGH arrived at Iwo Jima early in March and remained in that
area the entire month. After the Island was secured it proceeded
with a convoy of the victorious Marines, departing on Easter Sunday,
and arriving in Pearl Harbor, Hawaiian Islands, the day our late

President died.
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Dear YMother & Pad - N L e B B pmempr cw ® Be o e B SEY g

~ It has btcen 5 lonz tize olace I last urote znd in the meantime I
heve fzllen on evil dzvse The new Coazodore‘hus moved zbtoard bagy and

"baggage znd 1t losks likxe he is kere to staye duch of tue lact reek i ueve

teen livin; in & ztate of subcued raze, but gracunlly I aa becoﬂin; nore
used to havinz hia zrounde. 3f course ne has moved me out of =y fine rcom
end now I =m p=ck in the Execs room =gz2in, thich h2s not helped oy
disposition. Ze iz nsulte an old %woain snd has been tryin; to inflict
co.x8 of his ideas upsn me and ths zhip with 1little succes ¥inzlly I

had thiq”g out wlth him & few doyvs a0 and now I think I n‘ve bullied him

"into o falr state of suboiesizn, but no one Ls espeelnlly huippye

Incidentnlly, his n-ze Ls de Koy - he c¢oaces fros Port .ashinzton cond
¥nows the Yorsesy; thauth ot =ell I gatiers actuully, he 1s pretty much
of a zentleman, tut I ctill do not relish hovinz hlz stoards In view of
B recent lettzr, 1t sppears that »e shell be more or less perasnently

afflicted with nim. ‘ ; ¢ ame o . oHuk s E &me :

Since last writing (ond btefore the old rent showed u—;) we have hzd

severul Inteoresting experlences, we caze back froa Lingcycn with a very
plensent coiavoy ond stopned off nt & certain spoit®in route where I

e

hoopened to bump into T111 Equ. ‘Ze was fine wnd very eathucsiesstic a
beln: out here znd about his Jobe te ment off to 2 1little lc¢i-xnd Jor
a finre suio znd 2 fer beers end hzd a vonderful rsunlcn, ile is Jjust
the saze a3 ever, Lut is cetting noticeatly baldl He vas full of ncws
of many of our old frierdss Loter Lhe czme bacz zboard for supper and

novies, CMauummuTww)mew@oLZ‘R#FBU
(25 Fer) P EE
A doy or too after I scw Bla we mere stensln ; slong and Just al dusk

I epodted 2 larze plece of arecxeze shesds On cureful inspection it
appeured to ke "'rt ol a wrecred vescel, with o Lroxen wneel i gvitence
en:! ua lot of wrecxace strewn over the deck which ras nr&:h. on even
closer inspection I saw vhat appearcd to te & larje monkey fuce.
predoninontly teath, sreripe gut froa uwander o tupvosulin. e stopped
iz ﬂ’Ai”*P'] end glrélzd tovipd tur ITlod,. :PC:CHEL? Lhere vas wovenent
under the tzrprulin z2d z £iure caas oul cn &ll Joure - olwlously a rezl
live J»p noniteyoane e notlficd the QIC znd asked nim if he wlshed us

to plcx u» our friend, or clsel The gasser wes - »nieck hiz up. £s5 1e
drew cloce we kKent a coreful eye on our cuzarry, “aca ve had well coverced
iR L “r'“tl_ng tattery of =zall orm8, Lhul ke &osarently had no Uluerior
motives, faor £ll ko 1d ~z= 1 neeD ‘r**:ing out & wihlte rag in & dazed
porners As ve driftcd closer;, he plcied vwo o plinsy orwiled o the vdg
of the wreck, locssed hlagell I ¢ water gsd ovarted bhdallines towerd

g - £0 tar £0 ~05de. In & zozent he ras slongside znd sresped s He{v*"z

e zcezed to h-ve ¢ ni””“ ol heart for he
let o0, pushed oi'f cad polin 5 hexd siying - Fooom, Eu31 _.e
tesntatlaon #a8 2rest, btui prs £ 69 @ frwpk Foab {0l in?il" e
persuedod hic o sgale fdke & linc Sod be Brod Rt Bld ¢lon o fo fho eocralng
net wnich he se~led 1 thae a~nner of o slusich 2pes On deck he sturted

to rench beidnd hla, tut I hed directed the Loys 1o hold his hends :nd

to mtil> Bla to the Jao esalvslent of the buff. Thlz wis forfuniice os

he hud & hand grenade stuck in his belt, This wos proaptly dumped

® TR mn it Do ny KOS W ey e TR
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overboard and the rest was routine. The boys put him in the shower,

gave hia & gJood scrubbing and soze dry clothes znd we vacked him off

to the brlu. Actaally I think the idea of the hond zrcenade »as no more
appealin- to him thon Lt was to us, tut he probably figured the ancestors
would zive hia A Ior effort anywnzye. Ey tha tioe he firnzlly left the qin,
he hed :iven 211 tne boys als Quto*rfah ana had provided nulte a bhit
amusenent, Hhen tne boys told him of tae toubing oI Tokyo - &ll ith
appropriate gestures, he wept, much to the gratification of all the
spectutors, Of course I nad previously siven orders that he was to dbe

~kept in strict isolation, tut evidently the sichtseeers zot in anyway

and all the toys ot & kick out of seeingz a trspned Jape vwe flnally
turned hiz over to the £roy, »ho, he vas culte convinced, would adainister
the delayed "Soon-toomM, sctu2lly, =fter hezrins thne storles of =0 e

of the Americin prisomners liberated from Acnila, he undoubtedly richly
deserved Lt. It is hard to think of Japs &8 hunan telngs as judged by
their actlons and ithelr asppearancee. 7 .

? At 2bout the tize of the Jap'ls departurci the Cozmodore shoxed

aven' ad mu ce th . s
up and we haven't had much fun since t en. s wepsd MuEfeeny AREE » BT

: " WhapTHE . LAv ot T Jele
N B At our l:sst nort of czll I tumped into our Iricnd BErcusseau

and had a nice wislt »1ith bim. He, too. has rcen h-vinz an luteresting
tige sand is lookling forward 10 & lot mores ie sent his regards to Pop znd
is a.very nice Tellow, _— -

Uz ThY TaTH 00 T I o JimA

o - That {3 wost 21l the recent news., These davs now e are out of

pﬁr ususl sphere, wnd I 23 exnceting to see George HelLanahzon vcry 5001

and perhsps vill zlrecdy have by the tine this lnttar reacnes you, °?Zerhzps
I sholl cec Rod too. It Ls even pozsicle tihznd one of those days we shnll
‘be zettinz comc lesve ana 1 aight et baek to see you - but tﬁzt is snLy
sere-soecuiation. Tane thouzsnt or wyndhax in the spring is pretty.nice,
thoughl

LIS don t know what has happened to our mail. My last letter
from ¥a is J n. lst, but Dadl's of sebrusry 1Gth crrived tvo Goys 520
There ust te 2 lot In zetwreoen which has not shown Up = or sosethiiize
Ponts lerier ,aq ail :ood news and so 1 nresume tne in-betacen ones are

too, but i certainly reel wey out of dats on all inhe home dolngse

¥ell I shzll ston for now. Perhans thore wi1ll be nore stories
to tell in a fey days.e Ong never ¥nows in this nrt of the world - or
pcrinaps oupr de:r Comzodore ~ill z:ve coanlevsly d“*”cn ne to distraction.
He kas more botherss ideas zpout patty talngs Ttaxn sn old bea, bit he
gets precious 1i-tle satis rtiJA sut ol mb, uivi ion Uoizanders are
&ttout 2s userul on these 35 a3 two talls oo a dog.

1

[$]
D

¥

‘Vvrite often - I lonz for news of you both znd of vYyndham and
all the {rmily.
A A1 Levre ("&CC_(;mn._J\ P '
C# AT Penho Mpr ol Lots of lolv’a .

} Stu
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arpived of Sun tedro Bay, Leylbs, and woesved alon aide o4
BLACK 00D (DB-219), o sister siip ia our division. va doo .vioed

Tifteen ninubes lieter, havins cceauived our divisgion co.unounder
and his gitoaff. vach ol the Li ht wout out of v Life as I novoed
my possegslons down into bhe wordroom counbry, buuaping Lbho exoc
out of his room awmd forein: his to double vy nlaogwhere.

For that day and the ncxt we nostly swvun, nb anchor,
shifting berth once 4o fuel and aain o replenish our Hrrzpititlon .
We also had to deliver our Jup prisonar ashore to Lhe prover
authorities.

We hud hed 1itile Lo do with the cray and ito estoblichmenl
ashore so when sernccke with the Jan hondeutfed to him sbeoped
from the whalcboult at Taclobun he was in "borpa j-1<v:f_7;v,nil;u“. He
accoasted the first ¢l he sow.

“where's the Provost Lirshal?” he sadd. "1 huve this zuy
to turn over to him."

The nons-too-brisht soldier; loeoking like Beetle Bailay,
said, "Yenh? #hut's he done?"

"Fals o Jap,. "

Uoh. "

vWernecke finally sccomplished his wission ond returned.

The nisht of the 27th it blew hard. e rode comfortobly
enouzh in & fathoms of wuscer with 50 I'uthoms of chnin at the
waters edse.

At 0103 L3i 267, dragzin; ancior and out of coakrol, run
broadside into our stavboird side, hitbing our mobor whalchoat
which was hoisted to the rail and dancging the doavibs., The
starboird side of the whalcboil wis ctove in., LIl 267's anchor
fouled with ours, cousing us Lo drag about 200 yards.

At 0135 we 1lit off our m:in enzines. L3l 207 slipped her

ciable end procecded to a cloir nncechorue.

Later that worning, 28 Fobruury, csecortin,; 4 conveoy of two

Fast eczrro whips ftnd Wibkh & sorveen conslgling of USG JERWT
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(DE=218), J. DOUGLAS LBHaChwOoD (Di=21), Lol (nis-670) and
GREBUNWOOD (Di~679), «ll of our division, we deo cpirbed for
Ulithi in the Curoline lslands. OQur sonor ,.eor hoed cuifered
2 gerious problem and would now be outl of operation until our
next aveilability period, Accordingly tho commodore ordeorcd o
four ship scrcen with COOLEAUGH in o builback position 1000
yerds astern ol the formation, .

The C.0. of U3y FOMALIAUTY (AK-22) was O.T.C. The other

ship in the formation was USSs BEDFORD VLCIPORY (AK-731). Convoy
speed was 13 knots. Ve were in oune boiler operalion For the

first 24 houra beforc ;o0ing Lo normal solit plont,

For three days we zig-zo xed to the easivw:d and in tuo
pre~davn hours of 4 swrch we nuede our landfall on ULithi., @he
trip had been pleasont and uneventful with only routine dusk
alerts to brenk the monotony.

Ulithi is a large atoll with a lzgzoon about 30 miles lond,
north and south. 1t had served as the Advinced Pleel Anchora e
since 1 October 1944, 1t could cccomodite o
ships and served us a 1OL_‘;i,‘._‘,(ij:L]_ supnly center.

el nwaber of

Upon arrivel we proceedsd to the Southern snchorose where
we anchored ot Q0717 in 16 fathous of weter with Funoze Iolond
bearinz 155 T. 3ix hourn labter we got under way Lo fuel from
USS MARIAS (A0-57) dn the iorth Anchor:azse bub unon eonpletlion
we returned to South Anchoraze and scon aftorward rcceived
the LOsuER To berlh clongside.

Hany other ships were anchored in the 1o, 0o0n ond that
evening 1 voo able to do sone visiting ond cobeh un with old
friends includin_ Lank Brousacau and Joa Golinken,

The next mornin:, 5 Liarch, we wore uadery:.y at 0800 Lo
pick up our ordeve beflore returning Lo lic alon wide LOSURR
aenin for aboul 24 hours. Ouvr orders dirce?od va Lo sereon
r,U. 12.6.1, miog Tast lrangports aud lwe Past esrqe ships,

R

o Two diyr. aseordlinsdy, ob 18327 we vwors wndersuy bo sboen opd
] of

of the havbor. Two howrws labor thoe convoy hrd Forwerd up and. we

weaea O g YAV &
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The towk anib coamistyd ol Ual B8ELIG (ALY=-3), relsibsd
AONROE (AP=104), PaesliddT lobi (Al=103), 070Nl Kies (ac-171),
THUBAN (AKA=19), WINGSD ARROS (AP=170), s#LBC s (AK—4),
HiALD OF THit WORELIG (n.t’~l"('3), GOLDs CLLY (AP-169), JON
LARD (APR-167) ond GHORG S i BLLTOPMT (AP-105) with escorto:
U353 COOLBAUGH, DanwidY, J. DOuGLAS BLaCKWOOD, J1ARGON, Gl iioon
and LOESER.,

Qur course wis almost due norvth. Speced was sel at 12.5
knots as wo followed our zig 0, plan towerd lwo Jimn soue
950 miles distant.

The first ulternoon for aboul two hours at Jdeacral Caurierg
we excorcised ot AN Liring 2t a towed zslceve which wiy Toar more
satisfuclory than our more usual drills with ros {illed balloens
or star shell narachute flarcs. e expendced 95 roundis ol 3"=50
AA and 364 roundazs of service 1."1. Pinally at 1755 we Toraed
into cruising digvonition with the convoy Torvamed in thirse
columns, 71 and 2 of 4 ships and i3 of 3 chips. CGOOLBAUGNH vwa
in tailbaek positdeon, 1500 yérds dsteri.

For +the three doys aftcer our depariture we continved 4o
A< in

O

steam north., The O0TC, Couucnder Transvort Sgusnd»
AuLLIN conducted Tlazheict drills cneh norning, and edch

[ IS I S

&
..

<
w2

1

aftcrnoon we exerciscd atl tecticod manosve-s. The nijht of the
6th the GRESHWOOD reporied 2 subuatrine contuch wiiich idevbilied
itsell og friendly and the followin: wmoruivn: the J. DOUSLESY
BLACH /OOD reportnsd 2 similar one. kich evening we went to
General wuarters for dvusk alerd.

Pinally, «b 0100 on the 9Yth of linrch, we sarrived ot our
destinobion point in the middle of nowhere but in the areo of
Iwo Jim:, It wos thon Chot we commenced formvition abonming du
a bl eirele mavrkin; tise until we should be ordered to close
the dsland to nick up our viclorious linriucn,

The morines had loaded oe this uninvicing islond deninabad
by wount Suribachi on 19 Febrasry and it hod beepn enbincied
thnt by ourly Bapel 346 vould be seoured Lod e oa b oklin

|

Mahngcny however, dds vol guibe worl:

1

Fforcen conld be relosaca. i



out that vwoy. The dgiuna wus ond ;rﬂc\ by plddled with Cunticls g
caves in which tune dJups hod co LJ?()JJ(:}\: d themzelveg, The Jepanese
carrison on this four mile lon, islond nuabered cboul ©5,000
men and these had practic:lly to be dn; out one hy one. The
battle losses on both sides were cnorilc

TFor the nextbt 16 doye we continoed to ste:mm in lorge eircles.
The loz nobes a radar contect on 13 Lorch bearingzg 340 ot
42 miles, identified ag ilinuami, Iwo Jima which ,;ives an
indicutlon of the vrea in wnich we oncruted.

Occugionally we would bo called on to deliver mail botween
ships and occasionnlly the cscorts wounld fuel from the
transports, butbt apart from thoue diversions there vwig little
to relicve the monotony of waiting.

\ After endlesns days of cirecling we were dircéeted to close
the islind end ]TiltI’Ol. off th . westorn broanseort orog abont

0

two miles oi'f shore between EKungoko Iwa Islind ond Hot llocks
0l s miles of uosed 5 hknobus,

Point. The length of pubr wire 2

o~

wy letbter of &3 lwrel,

0\

This wos our condilion vinen 1 wrod

The syecther off IWo w. Guite & éibnge Trom $RGT we haod
been expsriencing. Huch of tlie time the wind w o brizk and the
tempercture wog us low 3 65 . e were so seelimatized to
the trepie hest thult This Felt Like the lcy bl.wle of a
Greenlund winter!

One cevenin; off of lwo we hud & romavkablo cotncricncc.

The TBS veoice radio winier noraszl conditions w.o supnosed to
mve a "lbgne of wi-htY pangce. Suddeply I owess avore of Pomiline
voice culls comin.s throuli which scemed enbirely out of
conbext.

Someyhat like one who wikes up from o deep gleen womdaring
Tor an idsitoant wiere he do I did & “"double <balue™. The ships
sercenii: bhe fwingepost and wdalowdin:; area LF Lba o Guld
were congmndeet iy, boldeell [heinelvaw ol Llasir fEgsiL e,
hamiis o fln, wert proteind: wa old v dirms ebealk 3300 alles

distent Jlond and ola:ae,



U)ithi lies halfway on the dircet route from Guam to Peleliu (about 360

miles from cach), 830 miles from the Admiraltics and goo from
Leyte. A 1zo00-mile radius from Ulithi cuts Okinawa and Lingayen
Gulf, and passes close to Formosa. Pearl Harbor 1s about 3660 miles
distant. This atoll became the hub of naval operations in the West-

ern Pacific after September 1944.
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Ulithi, discovered by the Portuguese navigator Dicgo da Roch
in 1526, remained undisturbed by Europeans until 1731, when
Spanish priests who atrempted to start a mission were driven off
by the Micronesians. These people were a sturdy lot; they devel-
oped a strong tribal organization and a remarkable architectuore
which featured great communal houses built out of driftwood logs,
with high-peaked roofs covered with pandasus tharch, The Japa-
nese established a radio and weather station on one of the islets early
in the war, and made a limited use of the Iagoon as a fleer anchorage

and scaplane base, but their engineers estimated that no islet was big
Cheowo ('j h So¢r con cvir gt >



THE ATTACK ON IWO JIMA

. After the capture of the key places in the Philippines the Amcricans were
eager to press on and strike at Japan hersclf, dropping earlicr ideas on
MacArthur’s part of capturing Formosa or part of China’s coast as air bases
for the assault on Japan. But the Joint Chiefs of Staff agreed in considering it
nccessary to take Iwo Jima in the Bonin Islands, midway betwecen Saipan
and Tokyo, and Okinawa in the Ryukyus, midway between the south-

-western end of Japan and Formosa, as strategic stepping stoncs—close-up
-island bases to aid the air bombardment of Japan.

Iwo Jima, being regarded as the casicr operation, was to be tackled first.
Moreover it was waated as an emergency, landing place for the B.29 Super-
fortresses which had been bombing Tokyo from the Marianas since late
November, and as a base for the fighter planes escorting them—as no fighters
could fly the entire distance. '

_A volcanicisland, only four miles long, Iwo was uninhabited except for its
garrison. This had not been large until September, and could not have
offered much resistance, but since then the gardson had ‘been increased to
some 25,000 men, and General Kuribayashi had developed the defences into
a network of excavated caves, well-concealed and connected by deep
tunnels. His aim was simply to hold out as long as possible, as there could
be no later reinforcement because of the Americans’ huge naval-air superi-
ority, and he relicd on the sheer defensive strength of his position, eschewing
costly and characteristic Japancse counterattacks.

The attack on Iwo Jima was entrusted by Nimitz to Admiral Raymond
Spruance, who took over command of the 3rd Flect from Halsey in the last

weck of January, 1945—it was now for the time being renamed the sth
Fleet—and for the land part of the operation he was given three Marine
. divisions. The preparatory air and sea bembardment was the most prolonged
hitherto in the Pacific war, with daily air strikes from December 8 on, gay
and night bombing from January 3 on, and a final three days of intense
naval bombardment. But all this had disappointingly little effect on the
decply fortified Japancse defences. When the Marines landed on the morning
of February 19, they were met with intense mortar and artillery fire, and for
a Jong time were pianed down on the beaches, suffering 2,500 casualties on
that first day out of 30,000 men who were landed.

In the days that follawed the Marines slowly fought their way forward,
almost yard by yard, with abundant and constant fire-support-from air and
sca, which was increased when Mitscher’s fast carriers were brought back to
teinforce, alter their great raid on Tokyo. Not until March 26 \\:ns the con-
quest of the island achicved, after over five weeks” bitter fighting, and by
then the Marine battle losses had risen to about 26,000—30 per cent of the
entire landing force. The Japanese had fought so stubbornly that 21,000 had
been killed, and barely 200 taken prisoner. The mopping up of pockets con-
tinued for more than two months longer, bringing the total of Japanese
killed up to over 25,000, while only a thousand were taken prisoner,
Before the end of Martch three airficlds were ready for the American planes,
;?jdi’};]:lri_md of the war some 2,400 landings by B.29 bombers had been
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On the 26ihr of Harceh tbe ioloand wes £inedly aecw ed,
and soon gfterward the Filth Larines were beinyr embirled on
the weibing trangports. It was not vutil then thoet wo Jparned
that our convoy wag destined Lor Fenrl Huarbor, & streoi b
line distance of about 3600 miles. wWe were, however, Lo muke
a logistical e¢all at Iniwvetok en route whiech would rosult in
an additional 250 miles «bove the dircct courne.

The mornin,: of Tucodaey the &7Lh of licrch found us
patrolling as vsual off the vestern Ironspoert Ares sbesming
under bhoiler #2 with the en.incering plont in two motor
operation, At 103H bhowever, we weroe detuiled to piehk up

of Ticer messenser mall Lrom USs Zsiullk for delivery to the

(SRS

other ships thitt would forwm the scraen for the deporéing tosk
unit which would be settip;y under way later in the duy. Vhen
this was gecomniished we rosumed pairolling, but this {ime

happy in Lhe knowledse th-t our lon;, tedious waillb wesm abous

over.

At 1509 we commenced forming up in acecorvdnnee with C,%.0.
51,29.6 Liovenent Order #i4-45. The 0IC war Commonder Transport
Squadron 20 in US3 ZEILIY (4PA-3) which was $o he Fformation
suide. The screen commander wus our compodore in CCOLRAUGH.
The othar escorts were UnBsS I4ARD (DD«SU)), J. DOUFLAS
BLACKwOOD (DEHHIU), HARMUN (DiE-676), GREMHGLLD (10i~679) and
DARBY (Di-218). USS HCUALL (DD-400) wos in picket stabion
8 milecg aheod ond we, wibh our inonerable souwr gear were in
station 1500 yards astern of the lust ship in column /2.

At 1922, with spced getb al 12 knots, we commenced sig-
zagring on our course for dniwecok about 1560 miles vwey.
foy BT ol

C_
L2
@)

The next few days paesced uaeventfully.
denuarture the 0RC eallied for about Fforly mimites of dnetic:l
exercisos and we conduclboed our owil sonwy divddlla, The Tollowin:
mornin: the GULDYH CLILY droppecda out brierly Tor reptirs. Lhe
DARBY &nd ourascelves stbood by, but an hour J:iler we hod all

rejoinced ghe Coration.



On the mornin: of 2 april, o Lew hours before ourp
arrival ot Eniwetolk, bthe JOoild nedn si,hiled o flootin; uine
and we wore detailed to rind it ond sink it. The ocoin wis
like an unduleting mirror and the mosbly suhmer,,od nine
scarcely broke the surfoce to muke o ehnllensing torseb. Our
openin; bursts of 20w Tire did not produce results, but soon
a dircect nit from a 3" shell set on sefe detonabed the mine
with a vaast cxplosion. I thou lht bick theu of the one 1 had
gunk at one hundraed fe-t with @ 30 celiber rille in Greenl:nd
waters Trom the deck of the BOunOcn, Thonkfully thil one
punctured and sunk withoal e cplodin:g.

At 1437 we were orocecdin; independently into Iniwetok

lagoon where cventbuolly we moored atorbonrd gide Lo U035 GO0
P, BLLIOTD in Anchorage A. e hod been ordored to provide her
with 4000 gallons of fresh water which we comnleted pumping
at 1815. This Jdona we shifted berth 1o moor alonside tho
10\331*’. .

At ten minutes belore midnisht we werce f.:ain voder woy
to fuel Trom U3SS GESBON (I4-117). ¥We commencnad fucling at
0025 and ceasecd b 040 bhuving received 45,0860 ,';:_xﬁl_lons of
Bunker C¢. Thot done, we returned to berth clon side Uns LOmsssn
at 0302, sccured main engines, and therce we remiinced to aoi
our departurac.

As the sun rogc in the sky the 1r0on wos o beoufiiful
sigsht. lany shipe rode on dts smooth surface ond in the
backsround the scene wus encis weled by the while Lrechers
rolling in en the harpicr recice. The low arndy islands, thedir
palm trees batltered ond mutilated by shellfire, loobed for
more inviting thoan they octunlly were. Althev, h the depbh was
20 or more Tubthems the white sind of bthe boltom reflucted L
strou~ sunlicht upward tlhrou h the clear wiver co fu to give
almost unlimited visibility below the curfhce. That «[terncon
with a foce mock suppllied by wn iy cowpras. 6 on deek we dove
and examined thie shine botloa snd vropellovs ond varvoelled at

the booauty of the undersiber world around e,



The felleowins morping, Wednopdesy 4 April,; wo wore of ' bo
an carly start. ot 0402 we 1it off ;1 boiler; 0450 1it olf
#1 and /2 main turbines; 0530 1it of T /1 ond /2 main sencrutorng
0537 teuted main engines, ond at 0550 set tho Dpnecinl Seo
Detail. At 0604 we were under way Lo procced outbt of the horvor
to screen outside lhe entrance while the trinsvorty sortied
and foriicd up into coluwns off of Parry Isl:rd,

Our 4$ask wnit, TU 51.<9.6, comprised the Tolloving
vescels: UJs ZBILIN (APR~3), GOLDSE CITY (AF~16J) GEORGR W
HLEITOMP {AP-108]), WIRGED AC%0s (A-370), BLEoTsd (Ahl-

HERALD OF THs MORLLEG (AP-173), ST K1OG (f.'_l Y17, "1=-‘~"mci31‘
IORROE (AP-172), JOI-LAHD (AP-167), Cike JOLISOT (Ai-L72),
ASHLAND (ASD-1) and S/8 Seb STURGEON (£AP), $/3 Caki FPRAR (KAP),
S/S LEGION VICTORY (%ak) and $/5 BRITLIN Vicwohy (GGI0).

The OTC wug Commnander Ironsporl Sawsdron 20 in USY ZpILLR,

and the gerecn commmender vers our co.cwodore Conlortpiv 38, in
COOLBAUGI,

A Other vesscls in the sercen were: USE 1. .00 (0-539),
USS MCCALL (DD-4C0) and the other shiinzs of our division, Uss
DARBY, J. DOUGLAS BLACKwOQOL, HaRLOI, GREZROOD and LOLIER.

At 0830 the wnit wags atinding out and fovuins cruising

disposition on course 080 T. fgedn we were in tnilb.ck
position in the screen 500 yurds astern of the lust ship in

coluwmn #2.

AL 0950 we went to General CQuarters for tvo hours of
AA firins proctice, and in the carly ofternoon we cxercised
for an hour at tactical drills signolled by the OPC, Pinally,
at 1430 we securnd from gxercises, rosunecd bnge course and
commenced zig~za.yring at 13.2 knots. Ve were now scbbl)ing down
for the weiniie buck g Jodrr) Tarbolr sdiiell shid Lile aohoul
eight days.

The voyage woa wleventiul., The weather wea fine and
clear and our covrace teol vuas well to the norlbh of the Linrahsll

Ialondd. Vhen wo woerd north of Kwiinledn we vwere gmused to



listen o a rodio pro roa put on by somr enferoriniy Gl whao
styled hiwself "iock lonoy Hoser, Linitre D ol Kwaj dod el

Ag we olboruwed over the cula seus L loeked nceross the
gunlit wetore of D58 AUl now ouy Iléchin but ferueriy the
/b PRES DA JACESGR in wiviel [ Jmd sallied sogs 1o FRors
beforc. The FPiesiosuT J.C0K000, o relic of lae Vorld Vnr I

Shippin_ Board, h:d been o Dollar Lincr on tho oricct rwi. In

her I hud soiled {rom How York viw Havin., the Concl, Sen
Fransisco, lonolulu, Yolohomt, Lobe, Shen S Gid Hens Kong
to lionils ond tiwen retvrn via the sonme norts, low sooing her
in her drab grey paint it vwes hoed Lo reenll her alock bl e
hull, white superstructure cuod bloek and rod shbeel with the
white Dollsr w=i.m on ewch side. I thou .hv ol Cupv. drilfith,
TFyank Dutton, hhe mete, sccoud mete Joc Kozell, who had
seiled in the d-wusted bergue pOBHULU under the fmeric.m Tlo,
and aony othors —— different times, difierent plocens, but

a host of menmorics.

And go we »roressod. A8 cach i e el frasnd arsiarl e
var sccmed more romobte and the unticipotion of our homecouwdn
becume gtroncer until «t last we vrrived off Feorl i rbor
where owr convoy disnersed. The dote wee 100 April, 1945,

The day vos be utiful with brilliant svashine., onit
clouds billowed over the wountain tons of Cobu in the buci-
ground znd the fields of pinerpnles and suwr ¢one shoved
verdant creen hehind the qrey rocks ond white sond 2long the
shorc. The deep blue of the ocenn shided to Td Whepr bive and
aquamaniine to terminats in a bind of whilte mapd whore lopd
and secu net.

Ag we took our turn to procced up the chinnel dleoding
to Pearl llarbor the THS radio as usun2l wog brin.cin:: in
routine messoes and conversatbions between shivs, O L stenod
to all of thin in o delbuched wy ws I conreod the cien on

various cour..ci: from bovy to bouy as we heoed in Tor the



berth to wlvich we hid been agsosi oned ab the Uavy Yo,
Juddenly we wverp Jelvidinized by b oomemmecuent. wduieh
abruptly intrwied. recident Fronklin D. Rooseovell hed diced,
I guickly scrrmned 1he bridie to observe the reactiong of
officers wird men, There weg an impossive sil cneo,
For my phre 1 had nixed enetions, From a hoan shndpoind
there w.gs a panyg of syurathy, but from o politic2]l stundnoint
I conld feel no regroto. In »my disaopointment at his re-election
I had written in my Llellor houe dated 1Y Hovonboer 1244, "Phoat
i one mnpn it doesn't lLook o thouch we ever will oot rid
of ~- @t Jeswnt wpbid the conwdey hes boenn entiroely cliven ey
and someong s to strvd poying the piper.®

The men didn't l.gt, but the seod he planted did, snd

-

per enpreaches vwith hend outslretehnd.

now,; 33U yeors lyter, the'p
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At Pearl Harbor we were attached to the Submarine Training
Command. It was here that we had our second change of Command,
when Lt. Comdr. Stanley E. Zimmerman, U.S.N.R, relieved Lt.

Comdr. Hotchkiss, USNR.

TTTRITRTITY TN ey With the training com-
e : y Yoame . . 5 o] ;
S % . o mand this ship participated in

L . ¢ . . .

o . o i § the perfection of mail pick-up

y < 1 { 3 .

Ef;: / -4 ( service at sea by airplane, and

5 w1 Tha L ‘__‘ 1o

r 4. B oy W ; also new methods of warfare
= 9 s \RT oy \

o = B : . g
e 2% oS \ i to increase the efficiency and
(LT 4 5, _
P Aviy v : .
o Lk < 3 L safety of our Submarine Fleet.
- By Dy " we e 2
The Band During operations in this

capacity the ship distinguished itself as the most effective of the anti-

submarine units engaged in that work. Several wecks were also

spent with various baby flattops providing plane guard services for

the training and safety of new naval aviators.
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Twenty-three months after, its commissioning, the US.S.
COOLBAUGH returned to the United States of America for a
major overhaul including repairs and alterations, and conversion
to five-inch battery, and for subsequent duty in full commission

with the Atlantic Fleet.

The USS. COOLBAUGH (DE-217) upon comple-
tion of repairs and alterations at the Navy Yard, Mare
Island, departed from San Francisco, for San Diego, for
a ten-day shakedown pericd on 17 November, 1945, The
shakedown period was interesting and profitable, though
the weather was bad, and the crew and officers, 85 per cent
of whom had reported aboard only a month before, were

welded into an effective unit.

Upon completion of shakedown exercises, the ship
made preparations to join the Atlantic Flect in an active
status, and on 1 December, 1945, got underway for the
Canal Zone in company with two other ships of Escort
Division Thirty-Six. At Coce Solo, Panama, after report-
ing to Commander Destroyers, U. S. Atluntic Fleet for
duty, the US.S. COOLBAUCGH (DE-217) was ordered
to proceed to New York Harbor for the holiday season
until 8 January, 1946, and then report to the Commander

~~Submarines, U. S. Atlantic Fleet for duty in conncction

with Submarine Training Services.
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U.S.S. COOLBAUGE (HE 717) | -

DL(TE )217/PL6-4/00 c/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California.

gerl
al 93 o 13 J“h 1945

Froms The Commanding Officere
Tos Lieutenant Commander Stuart T. HOTCHKISS,
(D), USNR, 76796,
Subject? Change of Duty.:*
Reference: (a) BuPers restricted despatch of 8.May 1945,
e to U.S.5. COOLBAUGH (DE-217). LY
i (b) Comdespac Testricted-despatch of 13 May .
Lo - 1945, to U.S.Ss COOLBAUGH (DE-217). -
R . ¢ compliance with references (o) and (b), which
cannot be quoted herein, and upon reporting of Lieutenant Com~
mander Stanley L. simmerman, (D) SR, you a1e hereby detached

from Guty on board the U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE~217), and from such
other duty as mzy have been assigned you, and will proceed, via
transportation, -orally designated, Lo the Yesl Coast of the
United Statese SR

. Upon arrivel in the United States, you will pro-

ceed and report to the Comwnandant of the necarc:nt laval District

for temporary duty, pending further assignment hy the Bureau of
Naval Personnel.

" SN Qb

Se Tq JIOTCHITISS o

- b ma em sa ww em en e e — b= wm e ew - - e I -— - - — e ww e e e

FIRST ENDORSHIIENT U.S.S. COOLBATGI (DE-217).
DE(TE)R2L7 7312m47“o [ IH /qfr
.-A:‘ .\_l /I
From: The Cormanding O0fficer. d J
To: Lieutenant Commander Stuart T. HOTCHILILS,
(D), ULR, 76796,
1o Delivered, detached this date, FProceed and carry

out basic orders,
RN {
\‘3_ [ ‘{) At /#/(’L/C -~

Copy to: S. 0. HOTCILIISS,
BuPers (2)

Cincpac

Cln(}pa(‘ j\dee H:dgsa
Comserior.
Comdespac, '
FlitRecOfr. Navy 128.
Comecortdiv 36.
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. Beam, feet (metres)

1M

Displacement, tons 1400 standard, 2 170 full load
Length, feet (metres) 306 (93 3) va

37(11 3

14 (4 3)

3 ships have 2—5 in (127 mm)
34 cal DP; others have 2 or 3—3
tn (76 mm) 50 cal AA

up to 8—40 mm AA per ship
(removed entirely from some ships)
1 hedgehog or tréinable hedgehog
{Mk 15) in ships with & inch guns
depth charge racks
Turbo-electric drive (General
Electric turbines), 12 000 shp
2 shafts

Draft, feet (metres)
Guns, varies

ASW weapons

Marn engines

Boilers 2 (Bshcock & Wilcax. Combus
tion Engincenng or Foster
Wheoler)

Speed knots 215

Complement 180

These ships were onginally rated as Destioyer Escorts
(DE). Forty-six ships of this type were transferred to
the Royal Navy in 1844 under the Lend-Lease where
they served as ingates; six of these ships were lost and
the remainder were returned 10 the United States and
scrapped

All surviving ships of this class are in reserve.

ARMAMENT. ODesigned armament for this class was
three 3 inch guns, six 40 mm guns (three twin), several
20 mm guns, and one bank of three 21 inch torpedo
tubes. Duning 1945, 11 shups were fitted with a 5 inch
main battery in lieu of 3 inch guns Torpedo tubes
removed and 40 mm and 20 mm weapons reduced
(With full armanemt the designed wartime complement
was 15 officers and 198 enhisted men). The rearmed
ships werse DE 217-219, 678-680, 696-6938. 700, and 701,

CONVERSIONS  Fifty ships of this type were converted
1o high speed transports (see Amphibious Warfare ships)
The Cronin. frybarger. and Raby were modified after
World War |l to direct boat waves during amphibious
landings and were designated amphibious control
vessels (DEC) . all three were mothballed 1n 1953-1454
and reclassified DE on 27 Dec 1957

Seven ships of this type were converted 10 radar picket
shipsin 1949 1950 theyreverted to DE status in Cc1 1954
and were muthballed as more elficient radar picket escorls
became available. None of those modified to DER
configutation remains on the Navy List.

DESIGN This class s ofhcially the TE design group
the TE symbol indicating turbine-elecine drve with 3
inch guns

ENGINEERING. The Marsh and Wiseman, have baen

“BUCKLEY™ CLASS continued

DISPOSALS (since 1 Jan 1970)
J. Douglas Blackwood (DE 219) stncken on 30 Jan
1970; Alexander J, Luke (DE/DER 577) stricken on
1 May 1970 (target) ; Cronin (DE 704) stricken on 1
June 1970 (larget) ; Fieberling (DE 640), William C.
Cole (DE 641), Damon M. Cummings (DE 643),
Splanger (DE 696) stncken on 1 Mar 1972,

Coolbaugh (DE 217), Frank M. Robinson (DE 220),
Jack W. Wilke (DE 800) stnicken 1n 1972

ESBCORT S8HIPS (DE): "RUCKIFY"

CclLAssyg

Name No. Buuidder Launched Commussioned
EICHENBERGER DE 202 Charleston Navy Yard 22 July 1943 17 Nov 1943
FRYBARGER DE 705 Defoe Co. Bay Cuy, Mich 25 Jan 1944 18 May 1944
GENDREAU DE 638 Bethlehem San Francisco 12 Dec 1943 17 Mar 1944
GILLETTE DE 681 Bethlehem. Quincy 25 Sep 1943 27 Oct 1943
GUNASON DE 795 Consolidated Steel Corpn, Orange 16 Oct 1943 1 Fab 1944
HOLTON DE 703 Defoe Co, Bay City, Mich 15 Dec 1943 1 May 1944
MAJOR DE 796 Consclidated Steel Corpn Orange 23 Oct 1943 12 Feb 1944
MARSH DE 699 Defoe Co, Bay City, Mich 29 Jan 1943 12 Jan 1944
oOsSMuUsS DE 701 Defoe Co, Bay City. Mich 4 Nov 1943 23 Feb 1944
VARIAN DE 798 Consolidated Stee! Corpn, Orange 6 Nov 1943 29 Feh 1944
WISEMAN DE 667 Dravo Corpn. Pittsburgh 6 Nov 1943 4 Apr 1944

modified to provide electrical power to shore activities
and each has two large reels for power cables amidships

LOSSES The Fechteler (DE 157) and Underhil (DE
682) of this class were lost duning World War Il The
Sofer (DE 221) was destroyed by internal explosion on
30 Apr 1946

COQLBAUGH (DE 217) (5 inch guns)

United States Navy

PHOTOGRAPHS. The Marsh is shown in the power
transmission configuration with cable resls aft of funnel
depth charge racks on fantail, and a single quad 40 mm
mount aft; the Coolbough is typical of 5 inch gun
configuration with trainable hedgehog in “B” position
depth charge rack on fantail, and one twin snd ons
quad 40 mm mounts,

United States Navy



Displacement, 1ons
Length. feet (metres)

1200 srandard
306 (93 3} oa

17 ESCORT SHIPS

1850 full load

Beam. feet (metres) 366 (17 3)
Dralt, feet (melres) 11 (3 4)
Guns 3--3 in (76 mm) 50 cal AA

(2 guns in Peterson)
up 1o 8- 40 mm AA

(removed entirely from some ships)
1 hedgehag; depth charge rack

A/S weapons

(see Conversion notes)

Main engines

4 dresels

(Farrhanks Morse) .

6 000 shp 2 <hafts

Speed knots 21

Complement 149

These ships were onginally rated as Oestroyer Escorts
Thirty six ships of this type have been converted to radar
picket ships (DER) and are listed separately

None ol these ships arc in commussion

all in reserve

ARMAMENT Designed armament for this class was
three 3 inch guns eight 40 mm guns (one quad two fwin)
several 20 mm guns and a bank of three 21 1nch torpedo

tubes

201 enhisted men)

CONVERSIONS The Peressan was modiied to a special
ASW conligurotion in 1951 1952

hogs fitted 1n the B

in Apnl 1965

DESIGN  This class 1s officially the FMR design group
the FMR symbol indicaung Farbanks Morse diesel with

reverse gear dnve

LOSSES
136) Holder (DE 401)
lost duning World War i

DISPOSALS ‘(since 1 Jan 1970)

Stanton (DE 247) stricken on 1 Dec 1970: Jacob
Jones (DE 130), Pope (DE 134), J. R. Y. Biakeley
(DE 140), Poole (DE 151), J. Richard Ward (DE 243),
Sloat (DE 245), Marchland (DE 249), Menges (DE
320), Mosley (DE 321), Pride (OE 323), Dale W.
Peterson (DE 337) stricken on 2 Jan 1971 ; O'Reilly
(DE 330), Daniel (DE 335) stricken on 15 Jan 1971 ;

postion forward ol the bridge.
addional sonarinstalled. and a short second mast fited |
allhght AA guns were re moved

The Fiske (DE 143) Fredernick C Davis (DE
and Leopold (DE 313) were

Rearmament with two 5 inch guns n place of
the 3 inch battery was planned but not carnpd out
Torpedo tubes removed after World War 1l and ant
awcraft guns feduced In some ships
the designed wartime complement was 15 officers and

(With full armament

twa tramable hedge

She was decommissioned

Merrill (DE 392) stncken on 2 Apr 1972

Herbert C. Jones (DE 137). Neunzer (DE 150),
Swenning (DE 394). Willis (DE 395), Janssen (DE

396), Stockdale (DE 399) stricken in 1972

(DE):

Name
CHATELAIN
COCKRILL
DOUGLAS L. HOWARD
FARQUHAR
HAMMANN (cx Langley)
HILL
HURST
HUSE
INCH
KEITH
MOORE
PETERSON
PETTIT
RICKETTS
STEWART
SWASEY
TOMICH

HUSE (DE 145)

PETERSON (DE 152)

“"EDSALL"

No

OE
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE
o]
DF
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE
DE

149
398
138
139
131

141

250
145
146
24

240
152
253
254
238
248
242

CLASS

Builders
Consolidated Steel Corpn
Brown SB Co Houston
Consolidated Steel Corpn
Consolidated Steel Corpn
Consolidated Steel Corpn
Consohdated Steel Corpn
Brown SB Co. Houston
Consohidated Steel Corpn
Consolidated Steel Corpn
Brown SB Co Houston
Brown SB Co Houston
Consohidated Steel Corpn
Brown SB Co Houston
Brown SB Co Houston
Brown SB Co. Houston
Brown SB Co Houston
Brown SB Co Houston

Launched

21 Aug
29 Oct
25 Jan
13 Feb
13 Dec
28 Feb
14 Apr
23 Mar
4 Apr
21 Dec
21 Dec

1943

1943

1943
1943
1942
1943
1943
1943
1943
1942
1942

15 May 1943

28 Apr
10 May
22 Nov
18 Mar
28 Dec

1943
1943
1942
1945
1942

Commussioned

22 Sep
24 Dec
29 July
S Aug
17+ May
16 Aug
30 Aug
30 Aug
8 Sep
19 July

1 July

29 Sep
23 Sep
5 Oct
31 May
31 Aug
27 July

Skyphotos

United States Navy

1943

1942
1943
1942




B ESCORT SHIPS (DE): “BOSTWICK” CLASS

Displacement, tons 1 240 standard; 1900 full load Name No Builder Launched Commussioned
Length, feet (metres) 306 (93'3) oa

Bea?n, o (I(na{ras)) ey ((rrz)) LEVY DE 162 Federal SB # DD Co, Pt Newark 28 Mar 1943 13 May 1943

Draft, feet (metres) 14 (4-3) McDONNELL DE 153 Federal SB & DD Co. Pt Newark 28 Mar 1943 28 May 1943

Guns 3—3 in (76 mm) B0 cal AA OSTERHOUS DE 164 Federal SB & DD Co. Pt Newark 18 Apr 1943 12  June 1943

up to 6—40 mm AA (twin) STRAUB OE 181 Federal SB & DD Co, Pt Newark 18 Sep 1943 25 Oct 1943

TRUMPETER DE 180 Federal SB & DD Co. Pt Newark 18 Sep 1943 25 Qct 1943

several 20 mm AA

1 hedgehog; depth charges
Diesel-electric (4 General Motors
diesels) ; 6 000 bhp; 2 shafs

21

A/S weapons
Main engines

Speed, knots
Comglemam 150

These ships originally were rated as Destroyer Escorts
(DE). When built they were known as the “Canpnon’
clags, but after tha fitst (hree shipa (DE 899 101) ware
tranafartatd (o fragl upn eoiplation 1y 1444 1UAR and
the touhy ahip (OF 102) wanhtto China (n 1648 tho design
has been referred lo as the "Bostwick’” class for the
DE 103, the “first” US Navy ship,

All surviving ships of this class in the US Navy are in
reserva. See ‘‘Transfer” notes for the several navies
that now operate ships of this class, See 1971-1972
and pravious editions for disposals.

ARMAMENT. Designed armament for this class was
three 3 inch guns six 40 mm guns (three twin) several
20 mm guns and 3 bank ol three 21 inch tarpedo tubes
Torpedo fubes removed and light AA guns reduced
(With full armament the dasigned wartime complement
was 15 officers and 201 enhisted nen)

DESIGN  This o lase i cathiovally e D0 T demgn groop
the DY wymbinl ol ating dhavanl stog i taindens nilo

rive

TRANSFERS. Ships of this class currently serve in the
navies of Brazil, France, Greece, [taly, Japan, South
Korea, Peru, the Philippines, Taiwan Chinsg, Thailand, and
Uruguay.

i gt
ACREE (DE 167)

PHOTOGRAPH. The Acree is shown with her triple
torpedo tube mount, and two 40 mm AA guns and eight
20 mm AA guns in addition to her main battery of three
3 inch AA guns.  This was har World War 1l armament

£ )
LA P

Unitad States Navy

as the ship was decommissioned on Apr 1, 1946, and
has been in reserve since that time; most of the other
survivors of this class on the Navy List have been
mothballed sinca 19486,






{"
- -

Oin-

bl =V

4

{ 7

U 8.8 COOLBAUCHI(D 217
0/0 loat Post OL1) ”

(1108
San franclseco, Callifornia

s

Ui ‘-} i

Tas Commanding 0fricsz.
Conmandar I uhiaf ‘ﬂIQ?D STATES PLEEY .
(L) Commandor Pask oD 7?‘£¢

(7) Conmander fasik uradg TTods

(3) Commander Task Yores 77

{L.) Commuander Seventh Ileod

AT TN
Dx ( 4 JJ)

217/i16=-3
Serial O

51

27 October 1944

TR g rm:.
'..:‘v YRR

- OJ’D. -
vie H
[ia

4
-f‘—_,?-(

Actlon Rapord « Genbral Phillippnines Operablon.
9 ih.tv‘ U?” K'))
al mlfs:}, o1

sulaklons

73" b "
ﬁ?l/lLLv“l/ 1O 3, : 31

—— \-’.4-

"t
A3
';r

29 Octhobver L]u}
(c) CiulPaqa Pacxlt Coaf. Lir. 2CL-Ah% of L & 19hh .

snelosuro: Anti-Submariae Actlion UJ Snrface Shlp (Form ASV-1)

x (Hoviosed Hov. 1942) wibh attachuenta.
i Tn accordance wlbh abovre refersnces, cinclosurs (A) is
subunittod herewibh.
B T BOrOIEISS
2dvance couy Gol
CinCPac
Nponiacn e
Condaspad
gt S s i/
- sz P
s 1
)a 1 ,
i ot
4 / s
£
‘.‘H“'"-‘\*t-.v...,.._.._,.,.w-«.-*""ﬂ.
'/ffn " ;5 J,»"‘"}
fo Tf
i :
L '___/" ’\*' et 3



&

4

T ASWal (Revfrid Nov. Tui2),

,commwnm g

3 T ,{ AR,

N

1‘,'
P

R

GenEy

;
Niwt

ANTISUBMARINE AC HO

I. GENERAL

Altack No.

Type Ship . D-’" {A"‘"") S
Tirae Zone used in Report
Day/Night/T w1115,ht/1\100r111bht
TLatitude ... o

Weather ... {212
Mission Lass Gron:

L

Ql')_. )45

Seund range of the day .

Yow own conlact first made ___

II. APPROACKH

s o e et e it e i b b £

“““ 57,0,

PP 1§
(.-g,)’t){

3T

Tran

CotracTt

2233 |

Houd

Rarei

Laoi

AU time of firing:
Range of first radav contact . .
Range of first vicun) sightfing

Runge of first

sound conl

T'ropeller noices

Doppler:
Vidth of ty

SaPace Taru 161

Amount,
LR

l’:U

get .

Bt

n

‘;Lul in

“ O G .-i..

OWn oMEse e s

nel o

Date of report .
Natignnlity. .
P

Lom itude _
V isibility .

Rl

(ATTACK FIRST

BY SURFACE SHIP

—Then collect data for this report) .

SER BACK OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS

25 Detobar
Vios

-).; Convoy No,

- }. 900(3_ .

Identity and position of other units rt tine of first contact ..
_oound gesa

05T
Nrme, rate, service number and duly of person meking first contect . 11 i ﬂ’ o Lodsr

AR7-23 5

Gooil

13

) le. -

i???

Sea .

True

RS
e h00"
_,;() g

2 ,Q,Q N

"‘v'("%

it

\\

a"'a"'.r_"',‘ s v SPRECLE
S i

D

4

”oiudlng 1w

tlon cloning

1 e

N

Own
Couvnse

R 4

A s

De pih W ntf T

Sub ﬁl-,l reported h\ _.""."

Vx]u i

COOLBAUCH (DB-217)
W Gadxs ST, Toteiiking”

w'31
DQ?JC

Upl) ('.J;-

Commim(]
" Time first contact .

i o
Dale first contact ‘f"). ' ‘IH".-

.-?99.00,4._

.. fathoms

.ro z;o'ﬁ

3 I _J{)U’L. 5
diasrom)

, Golilce, USN, 224 G2 22
Oq duby ot timo s operator on (LS
Uund C::xo
Owx REMARKS

Sreco

1 AONE-—USYE

Own speed ...
Type redar
Objet eiplited (.
Type sound gear

KT Ty pe of ¢cho
e S 2t ]
‘."_”‘O.{..U."' a "“\ applet inclinntion

;C.L Ly

.
10

Lu 1gil T aw

GeT oI

! :t*.*i;l 7 head s ,}," "ém ,_{-~ [
pf;ZO“ Ti.’ ! "f;’l ho & el 1L S
5 'Wbﬁmﬁfﬁbf"

(Include change of doppler, {ype of ccha)

natvionans Gloxl

S A gt | 3 BN e ST SN N
15 i ,.U'}c G

*drls [S A S

TOASIY

~ - Py
R IEESHS

X rwd <

Ty
]

By TR
%9 ]
O ey, Y ey
i o 53 & N o (J'{Ii.)..h o e
/‘bll e (.",r.' 1;’,:\“ .:-; __L;:_
',\' PR rh At .‘:
Pightb-ouvon-vras

.
boxroporird-tarzes

3
4

VO

e R
i (ld ira

10 t r]'f v 3- f‘]ﬁ

EBDTIT

.,‘ZTC ')"’C.E{.'

}Lr"'"*“”? S 3 R P
0 emE ymE nobad nId T -

Yo Inulinaticn o _,_r:_:
it Ty S"hl
IRt ”‘f‘\f i s
)J() "\lsa
GuT de} /‘}n FERUARH
etz

o an “'.“_.

“'T,I"

rm“rl xd

ocﬁo& %hau c-
1’)3 (aj-k..).'-“bd C_L

-“w{ f'OO?’J\’, e

Lo, \n[l()
realo o ma

"13,31.")_'10‘_7.’)

Targetl movement SR W R N -

PHISSIRLI
- '|‘ )l‘ ¥ Dy 1'

. n.(l\"



( (

II. ACTION .
) o Dropping of charzes (,m.acp_(_,_w viion periscope

T o w"uddlﬁdrﬂﬂnb~bL%UfiT_iA-diJﬁ&ﬁaéiEOO.bu)b.:
Deprit CHARGES Seconds from Lest Contact Lo Drop of T ifst (‘hr'wn ...........................

10 11 12 13 14 15

2
fer]
-~
©
3

Derrit Cranat NO. oo il A 2 3 q

0 |02 [Ch | 05

Scconds alter first charge ... S et : S - RERCT| —
Depth setbing vooeeoocooiail 3 ..x.)g ;’0 ‘O JO USRNSSR | U (RPN PRI | S, S, S ERERPY| .

Impulse charge Jo.o_. ST S, it el [ P T Busssonl | FA——
Mark of DC ORI R - E 2 - BN S T TN SN oy T . .

KMtk of pislol .o viiirmsstam el 40 e . N (U RN, NN 8

Duds oo A T e R eToony . N ) R— e . (— N

Ahead Throwing Weapons:

A/S Projector; Type woveeeenion 2o Mark o cow .. Failures PR B, 1 L AN 3 AR W

Projectiles: Number o e NMark FUses BIBER i iimtion vt i s e i s e A i

AL firing: Range ..o A Tilt of pm;t((m (m m‘l of eh'p) o s e e O e s e o SOR L. TS

Detonntions. Number .. SCOTT RIS TR camovtma sl o oo s st sss S U SO A PN s s e

NFRter LempEratities wosmmnpennnnameas. BEEBTANER L e orhmrers s e s e 5 655
Vs walic effect eorrecting nsed" e e Torestic flight oL

ANE Leilifieriband resdnrsmmo Heanleadoags
Corrected TRUEC —alococeeiaol W, et
Time of flight oo e

Sub hiearing 8 LINe 08 TITNE - cuscmammmmmmnnes e e e s st s s e s e s e

Gunflre:
Celibre Gun i Rounds fired .. . e B

Estitee ted hite L

‘

Other Action:, = | |

I)x >c1’n'~'mu:

mlntlvp speed ot ]'M ennts \rt or f‘.mp AII/\n R B o iy 5
w7 ] Iy 02
At drap or ﬁrml\ x‘\/lj“ v Sub epeed (AT TN qwb c-oumr:l M
> o o
Sub depth . PR iy ALt I\ILU‘()(' of timing dmp . ’ llv LRoOne
" a \4': 3 PN i e .
1O hours Why search r*hm(mnr(l s it e hhe Ul Lk S dlatys

Length of seprel after last alteck .

yl\rr huo\ (.roppw] oo inennaemee Sinples oblained o' S N IS - S, e Pt R

lorunrc.gd to »_ .

Tavoe undsivater oxnlozlon which cavsod *fq:‘, dond

concussicn snd tayrow o 11.115.,‘-1.11'::01& Lilka Faok clond vortleally unwavd to a
o Y a6 o

PP
heaizht of 30 - 100 foot and prodan: : % DPTATE d O
Lrenlog debed Phla cuplonion wad gisn by

C‘?‘

Ividence of Damage to Submaiine:

)

-

Lo numerons Spowiks or hits ol
shipa aboub 3 mileas distont,

IV. NARRATIVE (Ysge Additionsl NMenk Page if Necessary,)

s S W) (*1 ') BY o
- (b.:u.x'; l '\ - --. [



TARRATTVE

This attack must be considered urigent. Vhon sound conbaclt yas
eatuollisgnad (191‘*113‘.1;'1:/’, the order was given to get a madium patbsrn
and o man hedsshogs. The ship was ot Gensral Cuarbers ex nc,f'u. Al

eir aLtack na anany nirverafv had b2en reported in Lhe near
ife posltion of thla vessel in the scresn reauirsd that we dt l'.:’c.Si}
Arop an eabaraisiang patbern. Yien radar veported o pinp at the aporox-
imate range and bDearins of sound contaclh the order wag chang ed to set
v suallow gc\t‘ucu‘n. This wag givea abt adoubt 00-900 yavds, and ner—
sonual bezen setbing chanrges on the starboord rack to a shallow fet-
Ting. A% 50 yards the atarpoard lookout, ieo Spevacl, ScM}c, revorted
a perlscops at about 0300 melativse in tho edge of tho noon's | ith.
Ths shipn's heading was 1']0” Te Vihan the periscopa woes abreast of the
bridie tha Comeanding Offlcer estimatoed its distanze to be shou: LCO
Teoeh., Judsging from the periscorna’n waks the subnarines's cowrse vas
about QR00 i, mune=zd 6 -~ 7 knots, and ii appeared that tho paz'i cope
would aboub cellids with or just pass clear of the f{antall. Fhen the
»ariascope was ooreaat of the brldsze the order to "roll one” was given,
Orders Lo roll succewvding charses were given at aboub two cecond in-
torvala, The Tilrat three chorzzs were howwrd lo ex _vlofl The third
charas wvag Iqn >d1'*‘telj folloged by a large exoloaion t:matud to bo
ab about 75 yards fine ‘on our rort guaricr, :mnl ,_ion cunsail o
troamzsndoun concussion and vhrew o mushroosm li'te black clouwd vertleally
pward Lo a helzht of 80 Lo 100 fset aad preduced a dosp red flzag
wita vhat appearsd to ba muaronzaparks or bits of Tlaninz Cobrisz,
Ths fourih dapth sharsoe was heard o detonota Iemediclely aitcrward,
Tha sonarman uno ‘ud cebalnod consack throwszhout giuted that ths 1o-
turni;r- echo, ulileh pr wwiously had bfm sharn ond clear, Alsintezratad
with the explosion. Tmnedlately aflter the fourth charge hod detonatoed
the ;wih wos owunz to purt bui all e:ti‘ort.s to regain contact Iniled,
A oironz cmell vi oll was nobtsd as tho ship swuong to lesvard of vhere
the explosion had valkoa plocs,

v

londzd

AL tha covidance scemsg to indleato that the third chavro
alzoat senerelyr on Lhe Low of the mobrerin:, Yo 50 foob nssting cn
pso wenld pub ite explosion well within lebhe 1 ¥arsd of tho

Priov Lo ithwe cowmencenent of the ctlacl the carviern, vhleh wa

aacorting, vere formad on cxig 000-1300 cqually eraced on cirvele
whe hege éourse vaa U 50 T, speod 15, and the goreen was orivhbed
5 cours:, 'he wizzas loz then ‘t’ff""“fi vag 095¢ 9, The rantoe of
3 vesaal 11‘(\‘1 tho n ,arcns'u cavrior ul the Line oJ the atlack wan ap~
tlaately 6,000 mrds, with the {ozmailon center :r:. wirz aboubd 3,00
Ab af)ouu- \J.u time of dronning chorges Unlns formutlioa execuicd oo
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27 Ozbober 1944

BUATEHGT OF DUSTGN W, L. TARGR, USNR, PILE NULBER 300942 -

REBCURD TLYHR OF U.S.0. IPRIROY BAY (OveE-80) 0N BOARD TIIO
VESSEL _ B
T was stondinz on the 'c*m;«)ef‘um wLiabtioym on thie U828

COOLBAUGH (b1-217) when aboub 2230, 25 Getober 1044 T lookad
ont aboub 30° on sctarhoard bow and saw pariscope ab abous 59
ycrds. It moved down sharboaid side as ghip turnazd to stechoard

gad comwmznced dropning doobth chbavzes. 1131{ il ne Ghlrd
64&})1053'\, T oaw oo violoent deb r*-n-r.fm oboul 50 bo Y5 wyards on tho
pori quariLor with rogolbant gusher of debris and floming hot mebzl,,
X am nogitivo thal the. subaarino wvag dsobroyeld,
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2
After a short Iintozval of a "
mads an emargeno;rs ”OO turn bo port, a wviolent c¢xploalon was swen
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
Washington Navy Yard

Washington, D. C. 20374
IN REPLY REFER TO

NHC/AR Ser 128
29 January 1976

Captain Stuart T. Hotchkiss, USNR (Ret)
Long Shore Lane, Box #843
Madison, CT 06443

Dear Captain Hotchkiss,

This is in response to your letter of 12 January to
Mr. Kincaid requesting information on an anti-submarine
action involving U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-217) and U,S.S. HAAS

(DE-424) .

Copies of your action report and the COMINCH Assess~-
ment Committee's analysis of the incident are enclosed.
The Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee published in 1947
the results of their postwar analysis, which utilized
sources, such as captured enemy records, not available to
the COMINCH Committee during the war. Pertinent extracts
from that publication are attached, along with the enclosures

to your letter.

We hope that these materials will be of assistance to
you,

Sincerely yours,

T8 LA~

D. C. ALLARD
Head, Operational Archives Branch

%, &
Wr3in3?
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2093 y's. gt COOLBAUGH (DE217)
ZE)ZJ/AJ-B-B - .. cfo Fleet Post Office, - _ /4 / é /) //
2 = S&n _Fra.ncisco, cmwnig

IIE

I‘h:a comnand:.ng Oi'fz.cer. o )
7 Commander in Chief, UNITED STATF.S FLET
2. (1) Comander Task Unit 78.7eke
#inssn (2): Commander Task Group T8aTa s fre vt
.«'(3) Comender Task Force 78, .. =+ "
-7 (4) Commander Seventh Fleet. ' '
(5 ) stmreme Conmander AJ.lled Forces, Southnest Pa.cif.‘:t.c Area. o8

r'."‘"

'.uun ke lA 2 L v - .;, -

c-eneral Action R~mrt eovem_ng opera.tions ‘af U.S.S. CCXJIBAIBH
(DE-217), during the penod 6 Fabruary 1945 to 18 February 1945,
inclus:.ve. o e B ol s e ek . e

. G
'3 d Sen . i
£ LJ:'!). P T 1

s - LN

S

: Beferences; : (a) U. S. Navy Regu.'lzt:v.ons, 1920, Arto 712, 874(6),

’ " (b) Cominch ltr. FF1/A12-1/A16~3, Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,

(c) Cincpac pacvlt. Cont . .u:r. 1cb4;5, oated 1 Jaxm&ry 1945~

(A) Gemeral Actlan Reoort covenn,g operat:.ons of U.,S S. CGJLBAUGH

- (DE~217), during the period 6 February.1l9L5 to 18 February 1945,

“*’*mclumve, enroute Hollendiez, New Guinea to Lingayen, Iuzon, -

., Philippine Islands, with Special Report of Anti-Submarine Action
.. by U.S.S. CCDIBAUGH (EE~21?) on 15 February 1945, dated A6 ot L e

g P

In accord.ance rxith rei‘erenees_ (a), (b) ‘an:l (c), enclos.ure' (A)

g e e e

'Advance copn.es to-
::’:—'E_“_“j Cominch (1) -
; Cincpac (3)
“Camdespac (1)
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L 8. 5 COOLBAU@H (D}:,di 77 T
. ¢fo Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California 20 February= 1945,

oy ¥ : -+~ GENEBAL ACTION REPORT

... PART I - BRIEF SUMMARY.
' This General Action Report covers operations of U.S.S. COOIBAUGH (DB-217),°

s ia s o

during the period 6 February 1945 to 18 Pebruary 1945, inclusive. During this period

" this vessel attached to Commander Task Umit 78.7.4 (Captain L. Je MANEES, U.S.N.,
" Commander IST Flotilla 15 (Temporery), in LST 574). This vessel is assigned to
- Comander Seventh Fleet far temporary dutye. ' ,

During the pericd covered by this General Action Report, this vessel as—~

. . 8igped to escort auty, screening ISTs, ICTs, ICIs, merchant eiips, etc,, trans-

porting elements of the SIXTH Army from Hollandia, Biek, Noemfoor, Sausapor and

Morotai to Lingayen, ILuzon, Philippire Islands. Tagk Unit T78.7.4 1s designated as

the SECOND LST EESUPPLY UNIT, which is composed of the Hollendia, Biak, Noemfoor,

Sansapor and Morotai Sections, plus additional merchant ships, 1CTs, LCIs, FSE and
. APcs which joined the comvoy at Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islandss. Also, aagitionzl
- escorts jo::.ned. the convoy at leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands.

S Actlon against enemy swmerines encountered during the pessage of Task
L AUn:Lt ‘78+7+4 to Lingayen, Inzon, Pnilippine Islends, is covered in Pert ITT of this
B Geng:rsl Action Reporte No enemy surface forces or aircreft were encourntered,

-

v.> PART IT - PRELTMINARTES.

- Phe Hollandia Section of Tesk Umit 78.7.4s escorted by SC~1012 and this
% vessel, departed Humbolat Bay, Hollandia, New Guinea at 1635, 6 February 1945,
“i.in compliance with Commander Tesk Force 78 orders and Commander Seventh Amphibious
-~ Force Movement Order No. l=45, dated 26 January 1945. 1645, 9 February 1945, the
= Hollanaia Section effected rendezvous with the Foemfoor end Biak Sections of Task
£ . Yndt 784744, escorted by PC-1120 -and U.S.S. BAAS (DE-424)e 1525, 11 February 1945,
- the Sansapor and Worotai Sections of Task Unit 78.7.4, -escorted by SC=729,  joined
“...'bhe convoys - On 13 February 1945, additional merchant ships; ILCTs, 1CIs, FSs and

dpPcs, plus escorts, joined the comvoy at Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, and became
a part of Task Unit 78.7.4s On departure from lLeyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, &t
292710, 13 February 1945, Tesk Unit 7B.7.4 was composed of the follovu.ng designated

warvessels g L.

- 15Te 932(GF), TI8, 630, 57k, 518, 519, T51(GF), 721, T18, 742, 753, 921, 936, 720,
LT 00, 699, 697, 696, 637, 626, 592, 67, 591, 590, 105, 1027, 748, 26, 68, 181, 465,
. 20U, 462, and L7l

1209, 1210, 1222, 1255, 1258, 1262 end 1259

- Merchant Ships: Cmﬁlﬂ‘ IANE, COEN, CANBY, FREEMAN , BAYARD, BARD, VANZANDT, KOHRS,
HATL, BRADY, DAVIS, JOI\ES Yll, VAI\"HH]TS WEYDELEER BUTLER, MACON, NEWEL, MAREHALN,

VCDANAGH, EVERS, CAREY.
8 Oiiifd

CONFITENTIAL S FNCLOSURE (A)

“1CTs being towed by ISTs: ICTs 754, 755, 756, 753, 696, 697, 698, 795, 196, 878, 879,

| ¢
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San Francisco, California 20 Februery 1945,

S ' CENERAL ACTION REPCRT
- Pm IT - PRELTITNARTES (Continued).’ ‘ gt
"~ 1CIs 686, 984, 607, 965, 9T2(FF), T78, muu 1CC 25483 being towed.

FSs 151, ’ 362, 1k, 165Ls
P LP% 12 mlOQ

Hms mam mm.s FMPIRE BATTLE AXE, Ems EL!PIRE HAGE, UuS.S. DATN (m—ms), U.S.S.
mxnmus (AK-92). - ) ;

7

scam«

U.s.s. mma (DD-ﬁll(-) ’ . "‘UeS«S. DYSON (DD~572)

U.S5.S. PEILIP (DD-498) . , ", 'U.8.8. PCE=8LY .-

U.S.S. BERAN (APD-59), - ‘ U.S.S. KEPHART (APD~61)

U.S.S. IXOYD (APD=63). , U.S.S. CCRER (APD-62)
U.S.S. SC-698 : d . W ' 0.5.5. COOIBADGH (DE~217)

- U.S. 8. S0-732 o U.S.S. HAAS (DE-424)

iy
At 1855, 16 Februa.ry A945, nes:.gnateo. ships of those ‘listed above, escarted by U.S.S.
" MEWMAN (APD-59), U.S.S. DYSON (DD=572), U.S.S. THATCHER (DD=51%4), U.S.S. KEPEART
(APD=61)}, U.S.S. COFER (APD=62), U.S,S. LIOYD (AFD=63) and U.S.S. FCE~849 were de—
tached from the convoy and proceedsd to Subic Bay, Iuzen, Philippine Islsnass The
remaining ships proceeded to Lingayen Gulf, Iuzon, Philippine Islanis, arriving there
“on the morning of 18 Pebruary 1945. 1000, 18 February 191:,5, t.h:us vessel detached
ra&c Unit 78.7.4 an'i asszgned to ather duty. o : : .

- s
&

PART III CHRONOI.GGIC&L A.CCOUHT G" AL‘TION AJAINST ?EHEMI SUBM&RDIES

0907, 11 Februvary 1945, IST-577 ‘torpedoad by memy submamne, and thls ves—- .
el 'uent to General Quarters. 0915 P:Lcked up -sound contact and commenced making run,
ki --! on courss 285° T, Comvoy's course is 300° T. (920 lost sound contact and changed 5
—~—<.course to 330° T+ Contact identified &s non-svhmarime. - Convoy steered various :
: " courses ema executea emergeacy turns. 0947.5 SC~1012 picked up sound contact bearing
2 3400 T, at 1,500 yeras. 0955 $C-L012 lost sound contacte - 1010 U.S.S. HAAS (DE~424)
.. picked up sound contact bearing 020° T st 1,200 yards snd commenced making ron. - .
-+ 101l Received report that 211 survivors of torpedoed LST-577 picked up by PC-1120,
_ . 2015 U.S.8. HAAS (DE~424) fired hedgehogs, with negative resultse 1034 SC~1012
" picked up sound contact ana commenced meking run. 1038 SC-1012 made mouse trep at—
tack, with negative results. 1051 PC-112) picked up sound contact end cormenced mek-
ing rune 1102 This vessel rejoined convoy. 1117 PC-1120 evaluated sound comtact as
possihle submerine, but did not fire. 1120 PC~1120 ardered to return to screening
statione 1125 IST-571 is cerrying out salvage operzations on torpedoed IST-577.
1135 Convoy changed base course to 307° To 1136 Torpedo wake reported on port bow
of formation. Reported torpedo wake identified as green sea marker., 1150 SC~1012
picked up sound conmtact and commenced making a depth charge sttack, 1208 This vessel
secured from General Quarterss Base course of convoy is 307° T and speed is 10 knots,
1230 Conwvoy is in formation. Commander Destroyer IMvision 98, in U.S.S. ISHERWOOD

MANTTNTRT TAT e 2 - . ENCHIS&'{M{')
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San Francisco, Califorria 20 February 1945,

GENERAT, ACTION REPCRT

-

PART ITT - CHRONOLOGICAI, ACCOUNT OF ACTICN AGATNST ENEMY SUBMARINES (Continued),

(DD~520), who joined the convoy at 0819, 11 Februery 1945, remained with torpedoed
IST=577 to supervise szlvage operations end to continue esearch for enemy submarines,

- 8C-1012 lost sound comtact and returned to screening station. 1410 PC-1120 arrived

" on screening station. 1422 PC-1120 closed LST=-1027 and trensferred survivors of
" torpedoed IST-577+ After effecting trensfers of survivors, PC~I1120 returnsd to

. screening station, Convoy proceeded on base courss 307° T.

1650, 15 February 1945, this vessel left screening station to assist U.S.S. COFER
(APD~62), ®ho had e sound comiact. 1710 Thie vessel ordered to take over the sound
contact, #md commenced meking attacks. (See Special Report of Anti-Submarine Action -

" ‘_ by U.S.S. COOIBAUGH (DE-217), on 15 February 1945, dated 16 Februery 1945, attached).

No enemy surface forces or eircrazft were encountered during the passage
of Task Uit 78.7.4 to Lingeyen, Iuzon, Philippine Islands,

treether conditions throughout this operation were excellent..
Minus nine (9) time. zone was in effect throughout this operation.

. PART IV - (RDNANCE.

3320, I Februvary 1945, Task Unit 78.7.4 conducted anti-zircraft firing

i pre.ctlce. 1421 Secured from conaneting anti-eircraft firing practice. The follow-
.- "ing emmmﬁ.lon was expended by this vessel:

|l‘(.’fl\l¢-('.¢‘_".
ot Y s

Soam
St

3"/50 St&l‘&hell ceveessnee L0 TOUNds

- 1ol® SEIVIicCB e9nessesossse 82 YOUNds
20 i3448 HQE'I. Qoedotocse s 1,3‘62 rounds
20 mn HeEeTae etonsese0s000 675 Younds

.*. _,. sesy s

1&52, i February 1945, Task Um.t 78.7#; conducted anti-eircreft firing

- practice. ‘1529 Secured from conducting enti-azircraft firing practice. The . .follow-
~ing ammunition was expended by this vessel:

: 3"/50 Ache devesccscccccsas ?JJ» rounds
lql“ SCI'ViCG se2cccescsove 175 rounds
D M HeEaTo ¢cesscsecanasn 3’43 rounds

20 1M HeLelo seoccnacnsssn 683 rounds

CORFIDENT TAL, =3 _ENCLOSURE (4)
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o o  GENERAL ACTION EEPCRT

?AR‘I‘ Iv - GRDNANGE ( Continm).

" The performance of own ordnance material and equipment in enti-aircraft
.tiring practices was e.xce.llerrb.

- : Tbe performance of anti~submarine ordnance ma.terial and equipment in
a.c.tion aga:mst enemy submarine is fully covered in Special Report of Anti-Submarine
Act:.on by U.SeS. COOLBAUGH (DE~217), on 15 Februmary 191‘.5 s attached hereto.

: rcrpedo fired at IS'IH-S‘“'] waeg estimated to be ﬁred from enemy submarine
’., a.t shczrt range. As & result of the explosion, IST=577 was broken in ha]i'o The
after half of LST-577 sank almost jmmeciatelys . | , .

) PART V - DAMETE.

This vessel suffered no betile damage as & result of enemy action during
the period covered by this General Action Report.

- Battle demage to eremy submaripe is coversd in Special Report of Anti-
Subma.r:me Action by i CCDI.'BAD}H (DE~217), on 15 February 1945, attached hereto.

- 3 PAR‘I‘ VI - SPECTAL COM®RTS AND INFORKATIGH«

o i " Heoe.

-

PART V11 - PERSOMNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASEALTIES

e - Ho emalﬁes to persomel were surfemd during the pemod cmrered by
thia Genm'al A»"tion Report ;

ﬁx' performance of all pwmmel of thds vessel tln\oughovb this operation
was exeelle.nt‘ . : , ;

PART VIIT = IES%I\IS IEARNED, CCNCLUSIONS AND RECOMWMERD ATIONS.

~ Ho somments.

ENCLOSURE (A)
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File No.LSTFLOTL5/A16-3 | o by O1110A FIFTEEN &
: o e Fleet Post Office
- Serial: 060 ’ Ban Francisco, Calif.

25 April 1945

1st Fndorsement on U.S.S. COOIBAUGH (DE 217) S

ltr. file DE(TE)217/A16-3, serial 023, dated
20_ February 1945.

-

From: Commander Task Unit 78.7.4.
To: | Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.
Vias (1) Commander Task Group 78.7.
(2) Commander Task Force 78.
(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.
(4) Supreme Commander Allied Forces,
Socuthwest Pacific Area.

Subject: ‘ General Action Report Covering Operations of U.S.S.

COOLBAUGH (DE-217), During the Period 6 February 1945
to 18 February 1945, .inclusive.

1. Forwa.rdeci. The Task Unit Commander has po additiomal infor-
mation to add to the basic letter. " ] ,

- B . From information contained in the Commanding Officer's report,

it appears that the U.S.S. COOIBAUGH should be credited with at least a f'

probable kill in her action against enemy submarine cn 15 February 1945. |

Copy to:
Commanding Officer,
_ U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE 217).

8 0ft12
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“- CONEIDENTIAL, - 23 Tune 1545 N
* -SECOND ENDORSZENT to U.S.S. CCOLBAUGH (DE 217)
-1te DE(T=)217/A16-3, Serial 023 of 20 Feb 19L5,
From: . I : - Commeznder Task Group 78.7. ‘
io "3 " " ! Cormender in Chief, United States Fleet,
. Via : - - - (1) Commander Task Force 78.
B 4 " {2) Commander SZVENTH Fleet.
:(3) Supreme Cormender f1llied Forces,
. ~ . Southwest Pacific irea,
. Subject; _ Gereral Action Report Covering Operetions of
' U. S. S. CCOLBAUGH (DE 217), During the Period
6 February 1945 to 18 February 1%45, Inclusive.
. 1. - Forwarded. |
: 8 01112 :



A~ O iy o
Serial Mo. . [5[=-02 56

}'f‘.'.;_' _T..Lun_-q” - ‘r‘:.".:_:')’;"'-:

wos
‘ LR { v .
- TICS: poar cuyncs

PRI S
;‘ - ,_' v o
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~ = BEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORUE ™ et

. Flest Poat Office
San Frarcieco, California

JUL 9 1945

TEHBD TVDORSEMENT to-

“C0 U.S.S. COOLEAUGH conf.
‘1tr., serial 023 of 20

Februery 1945.
 Froms

s
Via:

Subject:

:FerErdeaa

Commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT:
(Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)
Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet.

'Commander SEVENTH‘Fleete

General Action Report covering operations of
U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-217), during the period
6 February 1945 to 18 February 1945, inclusive.

= g N % r-'-%
G. D. MORRISON, e
Assistent Chief of Staff,
Operations.

8 ¢1112
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FUUR‘IH ENDORSEMENT on:
; C0, . .USS .COOLEAUGH, Confe
:j‘:s Ltr., serial 023, dated

20 ‘.B’c,bru&ry 194-5. o .  w
~‘3_.'From. . , ' Commander Seventh Fleet. |
T.o. e LA Cannnander in Chief, United Stetes Fleet
i Subject-, _— General Action Report covering operations of
T it * USS COOIBAUGH (DE-217), during the period &
8 e s . " February 1945 to 18 February 1945 inclusive,
;’: R T 7 IQ - - ?Om&&do “

Ze The anti-submarine attacks by 'the USS COOLBAUGH,
"five with ahead thrown weepons and six with.depth charges,
"""‘T” extending over & two hour period followed ste.ndaa:d prooedure
ST a.nd were well conductede.

2
PO e
-

- com?tth.ibFor S e CHNR.
:v:" CTG 78.7 : ) 2 o
. ComISTFlot 15 s(om 78:7.4)
£0; 'USS coommzm (DEZl‘?I

e " | y ' ‘
w7137 8 61112 ~
't —T
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G L - REER | Reg. 0. ... 4%0

ST : ‘ R. S. No_____.a-_n...

U S. S. COOLBAUGH (DEZT7? B
DE(ﬂ)ﬂ?/Alb-S -  ofo Plead Post Office, 5
aar:ul 0146 2 o Sm Francisco, California . 2 G851

x The cmundin; ormu-. :

-, Gonmander in Chief,- UNITED S‘!‘A’SEB E’XEET

,‘(a} Conmsnder Task Croup 78.7,
. {3) Comander Taskt Force 78. . _ % o Sy

- (4) Coomander Syventh Floet, - - e

“ (5) auptm cmaudox- mitﬁ !’mcﬂg Smtbwct Paciﬂ.l Aru.-

“v (15

.

,‘ (a)‘ U, s.'au‘ imzm '”19zo< m:.‘né,"m BT 6 i
ey (b} Cominsh tys ym/m-z/u&-a, Sexdal 7152 of 29 Oeeobn- 1?13.
¢ ." { ,m‘ ur- l@c&,ﬁg &M 3« é’amuxy l?bﬁc

F T e 2FS ‘_‘_, —~ ~-7 Pane e

TN
_,_‘Ty,'..qsr- ;A,n;-,_ L.U~~—,

(4); AST-1 (sve Fove m.z) e hohl Sy it by surm,e ,
+/ Ship®, with atlachmmte, dated 16 February 1948s

5 Sourd Recorder fraces end D.E.F. Track Chert. . {mml.rdgd di;-m
/.- %6 QUUINCE with edvancs copy of this lsther), e
(c) ‘Bample of Diesel Oil obisired frem 041 s.um (Formdsd dma*» i
‘..%tg“comm, unm tepm mer). I T AR

42500 In mosordanse uiﬁ! Mmu (a), &)M;J;éh(s), enclomres ?&)T}E;) e
md (c}_ m boing mmdnd to cemander in Ghie&‘g, uuw: sm:zs ?Lmr, as. outlined

.....

Adnmt capin ta t

. . @ -
3 ‘,;.f._»-v‘-,.m_‘.p'd-«- 3

.  Coxdneh (1) (With mmm, A -mi n).
;%% Clnepae (3} - ;. - 1LiAE s
v Comdespas (1) - : ~,
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| S/glIr t“?oél‘égﬂa,(DEZ]—”
San Franeiseo, Califernia

| FAERATIVE OF ACTION AGAINST SNEMY SUBMIRTE ~ 15 FEBRIARY 194%
§ Somd gontsch was first mde By U.3.8. GFER (APD-62), whils screen~
: ﬁfﬂmkﬁttm fom;timd‘ Ta&ﬁni&?a.?oh,vhi:h cﬂendcdrarabm :

’ ¥ s, sl % 4
A il 4 '.1(;'*”'1,4“_,.." e : .‘ 4’, T

Imnmt&ly after ok ack was nriﬁad this veszel was d:lr‘cted ta
auuit. Qmu.ct wao made By this veszel at about G805 G.C.T. tim, and attu:k

was earrisd cud as gwwm on tho attached ASw-L shestn. Twenty. seconds after - f,
... firing the first hedgehog pattern. A large wderwader oxplosion was fal% throughe - @
. gat tha ahip,, estimied ta bo ¢caused by the explomion of twe or thres hodgehogs, )

’f ab-leaghs - Ixmedisdely afiervard & greab guabher of Diesel oil arose to the sur-
v fatee  Pour -additfomnl Madgehog mtisdes wore oarried oudt with negstive resaltas.
o *ﬂthcugh cortact wap lest seversl tima, 13 could alwsys be resdly ﬂgain-d ba=

» oame at t.h- cont:lming strean of Mesal oid nidng, ;o o EeeR

| {‘i_éj,‘" e u 0920 chafc tim, shout t.mta' pesonds after t!m lut hedgohog ttfs ‘
A tuk, mgim nm pamnml fol& 8 distimt nndmtar czplosianq gt

mw‘m gecond depbh charge attack, psw gushere ef oll osne to the surfacs.
. About thirty soconds sfter the explesion of the last chargs of the third patf.am,

" en underwater sxplcalon was folt t«hroughm the ship. Eumlr.a rrom :m'tlm' at-

taehmubmgawequw iy ,\_\q;;«’ -_ g

F M e Garoad orer 4% U.S8. Kild (mS~h2L), which ship had been standing by.

~ 7his ship then returned to the formatlonm, in sccordsme nith prﬂ-imw ordart fraﬂ |

tln am QOmndu' to leasye thﬁ mnmt at dark, 2

: Snplu of tho mhmmim's ‘o1l were soak@d up fm a rng 28 ﬂz« al:ip
- puud through the ¢ll slisk, The Enginesring Officer determined these gamples tao-
be plesel oil.  Tha oll sosked rag is being forwarded in 3 glase contalner under

separate cover. Dus to the limited tim allowed thds vessel to stey on the scem, ‘

tim was mt takm to obtain & proper saupls of the submarinals oil. g

A% U S.S. HAAE (M) hag Iatcr mwtcd tl’nt che cbtaimd additional |

explosions xnﬂ pidkad up debris the fo]lo\dng morning .

s
-

3 €831

- six c!apth chargo atucla wore then ca:n-'isd ontp About tw mimau -

i Mier thiz ship ad Emcilatiod S ALH Sl Mg muk,'m cparam T
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‘ I’?f?";"c‘ R A ’
ASW-1 (Revised pnnv mn; ) "‘: (', %
CONFIDENTIAL "
, { v\_l(;‘\
w‘M ) ANTISUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP
s ‘ £ (ATTACK FIRST—Tbep collect data for this report) .
+ . vy - SEE BACK OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS e
L'GENERAL. .. . . .0 . o - oo
E Attack No, X Da.tu of report 16 F QM BM,- thp .-JJ.S‘B._‘CCDIMH G& ,{M.’.__,_______;_,;
b Type Ship ... I8 . ...__ . Nationality._.. 0 aBe.__. . Commsnd _CaTelo T8eTab - .S

. Time Zone used in Report ...--@bl‘l .(G:-ﬂnfm time M...._._.-;-: Time first contact _ QB08 . BN .
Day/Night/Twilight/Moonlight ... D&Y, . Date first contact __L3 Fnbrm 19143 sl 3
. Latitude __12=ib ¥ +-Longitude 121«21 5 --.---..'._ -« Depth water -_._.._mﬂ 60) fa Lhoms v

: Weather Clear Lol Vmblhty m B Sea . Smooth . Wind _ HeBa ' sioi | i izt
Mission _ Eeerd of Cenvoy .. Convoy Nowe.oi i Convoy.course OO Tu Convoyspced? Iszaeh St

Bound range of the day-. M"m m L !:i t a m ................ i
Identity and position of other units at time of first contac Elg] gts %ﬁéé% 2? 50@6 - @Gﬁ?gf
How own contact first made .-_m m- Qm -_-_.-.-_-..-_-...-._-------.h,_---__-.--.-_--.“.--.--.-.-.fjr I‘.‘}'ny) :
Nnme, nte, service number snd dut.y of person m.akmg ﬁmt. contact . SF"Vm.ij,_ (l): 356 92 984 SQ&@(I},M

2 \ f“*’” BH e s L B o T NIkl sl R
TIL'APPROACH T M e T g™ e ...;;,e e A T T
B ’ j Trure WN wN REMARKR 1y
e G:r clf; Coz_t_rg.rgd ~;l?:;“{?u~ i BEARING - Counsz - SPEED (Include change of doppler, typc of ccho) S
_—--{Ze a | . R i JRRLRCY PRSI T --'-u‘t‘ . Y .,

. 0808 " |sommd |- 900 3999 ,3SU° T 10 After making contact, opensd rsnge
5 . : | %o_shout,_ 120 _yig. en_course 35007,

.and be makirg srproach on corrass--
: W_T?%Gmtmt had been renorted

Jost ad £00_ydaes eo a 20 second. -

1,200 -
1,000 ‘sinking tims for. AS prejectiles .
om (ng!s__lg__bgd&e};g&a) wes dmt_“ -

B - ¢ ¢ 23 IS
L . 550
i | L5

Bage rsito yan steedy at approximate-
1y-6~7 kncha-{Ses Recorder Traces)a.
Lonteast lansb _dus ta. aborxr_ra.ngn a; ML
. M 3? 5_mj -

Firing $ime i
o Zeen ¥ e 5 e w e Pf % 5 z e il
- .; ) = . : ..........................
. ’ i (R | S 5 o . 50 B o - - ™ =, . @ “ e $ 8 T Tl ‘
""" i B R e T i g AT R ~"f:"-’.f~:
e LS S SN (SRS prey % 3_(&-“*’1:
At time of firing: Own course . _23A°T ..................... Own speed -....--....'.-.-.019..@9‘?!.---_----.-----.-.-.-..---.‘-.._-4-
Range of first radar contaet oo ST e ’ R AT oo e e oo S S P R AR ST
Range of first visual sighting .. ; R Objectigightad . ovsciocn T e e e
Range of first sound contact ............. Qm,yd‘" ................ Type sound gear ______... RCS=X e

Propeller noises - .ooeeeeceeen.oeo oo 3¢+ Type of echo ooooeeeeeo Submarins e shaxp. . ...
Doppler: Amount .. Jomm. 1modeorate to m‘i ey Doppler inclination Opening moderabe m.marknd
Width of target —eeeeoemeeeeeeeeeeaaeas 10? .................. o Target’movement Mﬂf left untdl aboub 90)
{ Then bearirga steadlsed and both cut=ons
SPECIFY TIME ZONE—-—USE GCT IF POSSIBLE wldened. 3 cRE

‘ L
T P
v

~ - BoPac Paru 1810



"

1. ACTION ' ]

. ” Depru CrAROES Seconds from Last Contact to Drop of First Charge ....o..o................

N

Derrr CHARGE NO, oo 1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Seconds after ﬁr;t charge . S < S S SR, NS, Tnm— e
Depth setting ; ' ) . o G - W

T Y R TR WY A SRR T, e R PEY NN
Mark of DC e ik .

7 - i - : . ’ y B A . ¢ - .
Mark of pistol .- e e G reefoggfammoe o
Dudsy coocgeiainls 2akas wiar ST T N IR rem— e A [N I amen
. o A . ,—_i-’,-,:_j_‘_ St s b T 2 a‘-i.'-*r-'-". BT
P B A CE S Sy oy N -""""-"y m?;; r.«g-;-ist_é» P (84 o+ Y satTats
REY B o 5

Ahead Throwm[ Wupou- TR et T

- .A/S Prtnector 'l"ype' 3

Pro:ectﬂes. N uni’ber 5‘3
i _4_,,A.t ﬁnng. .nge ..,‘..L,.g S {S&Q : G ot
Demuntmns-' Numbengfea-% Secondg ‘u,e,- ﬁrmgr— ST NS
; 34 Wa rtempemture 3. S 2 ¥

 ggconds.
i fl‘&’fE""

g s grake effect correction used? e Erratic flight e :
Sub bearing at time of ﬁnng mﬂ T e i - . M , - :

: t
Other Acﬁon ft'
2 ,-‘;, i e by

nDz;scmmou—, img

rAt iy ﬁr%A A Vgﬁ 820 peed . Sub ‘zouges
.-Gub depth = S MEthod‘oI t]mmg drop ... Sooad XA 9 Bearcer o -J
- Whyaesrchabmdoned e . b ge R s, o )

Length of acl.rch .sfter Iut stta.ck gl L4 et :
: R R e o S e “
i ,‘..“"?:‘ A TR i s B s '.:“."’;" j:‘::'_':{-_f,l ' Lif‘.’ :';’;'4 S e, IREFIE NS
:rr! L ~, e ‘ e -4 "
Sl s o o8 i

A Samples obtained ---_.i... —

Sp= l\ "’.'Lv PO . o~ " .

L " 3 A EAEDEL G5 '\J-'t i I T
o o T e . 1 - - . S e e N ThMAR A L e, 2

“'{ rl“-"" [P0 S - = g .-..-’_ 5 -

E‘rldence ol’Dsmlga to Submarme

smngguhercfailmencedrislngto th@mfmm Mmuﬁimm&toirailoll
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1 GENERAL
Attack No. 5
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Nationality
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BMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP
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SEE COVER OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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. A Incident Ho. 7773
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W R or nc movemant and was apparently on the bottom. Ssven

B . H¥;f depth charge and six hedgebog attacks vere conducted. - Two

trtt 2t Yyery severs undervater explosions-cwers-felt one honr and 33
_minutes after third depth charge attack. 011 was rising to
the surface during all of these attacks. At 0715 debris and " ©

" * great quantities of brown colored oll were sighted rising :

- at the scene of the attacks. Boat was lovered to recover

' Bamples of dabria. At 1200 contact was abandoned :

_1 Poa
#, 5" =

" EVALUATION oF TARGET . ¢ T Py ot}
(a) Probable wreck. w" fh “ m-“* ., oo
« h;h.wz el ey 4
. N ) r .,-r
- - . Skt L e
L w N e
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JMINGH FILE

S %‘gi i!gi ITED STATES FLEET
. APFITERS OF THE COMMAMNDER IN CHIEF
- COHFID . NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 258, D. C,

' . EVIDEHCE OF DAMAGE,

. {a) Hadgahog hits on COOLBAUGR‘s first attack mult;ad in
0il rising to the surface. . 01l continued to rise throughout .
g . the remaining attacks. TWo heavy underwatar explosions
P " - oceurred one hour and 33 minutes after HAAS' third dspth
" E et . - charge attack. ' Iarge quantities of fuel oil resulted from
ir ' tho attacks and & strong odor of gasoline was evident in
. .- the wicinity. Dsbris recoversd consisted ol several plsces.
- of Wwood and a £id. - Hothing was sighted oy recovered. vhich
zmnld. d@fim.tal': I,ndicate targat ¥as & cnbmarim

ol an a.ll s:alawn a.tta.skz bg emam & wry low range
mf:s yag indicated by the recordsy traces. On the last
saveral attaclks COOLBAUGH suspected that target was dead
in tbs wvater daspitc m fact that mngs mta on reccrdsr

was ;nnt. operating properly. m interval betveen individual
traceas is much too great and indicsates erratic movement of .
PEpor.. This condition can obtaim if the sprirg on idler rpll
in too sleck or i the idler roil Iz not hooked back in -
Place, in which case the roroll iakes chargs; moves ths- - . .
~paper At 2 higher rate of spsed. - Bange rates Indicated-on 3
<: the recorder in this case would B2 mneh lover thon the actua.l
range rate. - It iz, thersfors, very posaibls that: target vag-
en tim bott;m dnr:t.ng e.ll ci' ceg;aamn'a atta.ckz. : i e

2R .

ﬁﬁ doppler vazz eviaant dnrmg any of Faast 13 atiack

31light target moilon, which sesmed apparent at first, waz. -
: probably dus to currents Fathomsier traces Indicats. target
o : ‘ox'a kard slopling bottom.. The underwvatser explesicns ray Lk
“have been causod by depth chnrgas rolled mto daeper va'ber i

. - s A L ' . 3 »
at o g ol - oY ol ] . e 8 i
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SMINCH FILE
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' Plotting Roomx

lv_'if-'—m* ¥hile scmml Jap U-Boats were estimated in genersl
area of the above attacks, there ls no tracking iInformation -

UNITED STATES FLEET
Fﬂ;};ggg %mg‘imumms OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEWM
1 NAVY DEPARTMENT
CONFIIIEHTIAL ‘. WASHINGTON 25, D. C,
OPINIORNS

¥hich gan be associated directly vwith these incldents.. -~

- Hydreo no informwaticn of any wrack in vicinity of Incident
21773, although this 1s not conclusive as tn-uck mfomtion -
'.‘:13 not cmmleta m these vaters-. ;

c:omandmg ‘offlcen USS coox;BAUGH. L T | i

‘ SBmim au.nk.

& would. ba s aqm.pped. ;ﬁag

2l It iz beliemd that bath vegszels vWere attacking B e
Breck in.60 fathoms of water. In COOLBAUGH'S.attacks the . B
%11luzion of target motion was apparently caused by recorder
caanalt:r. . The sbaence of doppler and DRT plot Indicates
. targat was atatiopary. - Debris resulting from attacks con- - .
_gisted of fuel oll, gaaoline, pleces of weldentifiable wood -
and & ¥eoden fid.. A fid vonld be standard equipment of oL
nnrfaca vessela buit 1t 18 not b@lieved that a submarine

e 3t ,,_\4_4'- Gt

-.,;L~,-.‘c

vare

L Gomnder, SEVERTH Floet reports that an ensmy it ¥

tzoyer was sunk by aircraft im position 11-30N/121-30E.

. This position 1= approximately 20 miles away, but the fact |
that the positieon is “rounded off® and was also determined
" by ailrcraft would indicate that it counld guite possibly

. have been the target attacked by HAAS and CQOILBAUGH. It

he T

' 1s therefors recommended that this 1incident be assessed R

"I - Target; not submarine.”
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UNITED STATES FLEET o ‘
. MEMORANDUM ) b ot
: 7 oot 1& June_1045. B

covered by the s
,attached are - believed ‘to have been e
:made:on.a:wreck, *However, dus" to the

-factﬁthatiboth commandling -officers :
claimed a submarine killed,’ the incl—,
.dentwis submitted to the Board for

assessment
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NAVAL- MESSAGE

NAVY DEPARTMENT

-
- 0 0 WDt e -
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DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER " ] ADDRESSEES PRECEDENCE
ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE
FROM Qo _7qu] WEm 2 . PRIORITY
=| -
RELEASED BY = CoMINCH ROUTINE
-t
DATE___05 MARCY 1ol5 .| 8 PEERED
TOR CODEROOM c
' . 5 UsS HAAS . PRIORITY
DECODED BY = USS COOLBAUGH
s#RM’HRASED R g COI\ICG“..DIV ROUTINE
3 =]
= 1
| = ;  pogmEp Y
ROUTED BY s

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE ANJ AS ADMINISTRATIVE.

250255  NCR 5210

IF OPERATIONAL 1
CHECK BELOW

ORIGINATUHR FILL IN DATE ARD TIME: ’ DATE

ON OUTGOING DISPATGCHES PLEASE LEAYE ABOUT ONE INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORE BEGINNING TEXT

coM 7TH FLT SENDS ACTIOI\T COMTNCH THFQ HAAS COCLBAUCH

COMCORTDIV 7 7

REF YOUR 202215.
NO SAMPLES OF DEBRIS HELD BY COM 7TH FLT.

BEEN ORDERED TO FORWARD ANY SAMPLES DIRECTLY L
ENEMY DESTROYER SUNK BY AIRCRAFT ON 24 CCTC3ER LAT

11-30 N LONG 121-30 E.

t B b gl oy Ae:

135 NRY ey L ren

)y 2 IO R L R

{"i‘[ﬁ:rgrﬂr’ B X ’3‘\ “;.:J * o Ll

EECRET

DMlake original only, Deliver to Code Room Walch Officer In person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVYREGS)

OI'NAV-NUR-14

HAAS HA

2

17
C] 18
19
BT
ACTION 21
F-0 22
23
-01 24
F-02 i
26
F-05 v 27
F-07 8
, 29
F-1 30
P2 -
‘ —_ 132
F-20 33
Pe3 34
35
IF'-30 36
- IF-31 37
38
F-32 39
e {40
M 41
F-34 © | 42.
= 43
44
0l 45
Fxso | |4
ar
FX37 48
FX40 49
50
IC—00 51
VCNO e
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- S.____HAAS ..« DE 24 g
Form 313 . . \ '

Heading' o ' ‘ P '

8 54513 E} 2g2215 | b
DUE POSSIBILITY %TARGET ATTACKED BY COOLBAUGH AND HAAS ON
15 FEBRUARY WAS WREGK REQUEST SAMPLES OF DEBR!S RECOVERED
. BY HAAS TOGETHER WITH ANY INFORMATION CONCERNlNG WRECKS '
A VIGINITY BE_FORWARDED DIRECT TO COMINCH X ,

L. . RDOLEYTE PASS ACTION col SEVENTH FLEET 4

INFO ARE L USS COOLBAUGH AND USS HAAS X

& 15* 4 i
Ny COMlNCH SENDS -‘»r’f( ; AE ¢

:_':!.'“F ? i 5 2 ,a? 3 ‘: St i

NS ;‘-'%:-'i'-;';y; kS i i j

AL, B A 3 :

;) B ’ % ' ’ !

2 { TOR/1841 /GEG _,

From - COM! NCH 4 Dag_:_24._45 Originated by: Released by: :
ka > 5 : Defe rcd____m;)‘., io__.l\KK___.ul stric cd____‘ ecatousany )
¢ ek Lo . COM- TTH FLEET - , ¢ | Routine {l’?siimL ' A —

' Priority. Mailgm Secret

Jolonmation To: . yams  / -} COOLBAUGH § i

{ L]
ML gg{; Gnit | Unlt || capt | Exee | Gun | Eng. |18t Lt.| Sply | Torp |[Comm|[0.0.D.| Med (Comsy| CQM | Teo
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4 Seh kbt USS HAAS (DE 424)
‘ b“g"iu‘ FLEET POST OFFICE
' San Francisco, Calif.
FiLE No.DE—4 24 (WGT ) /AL6-3
sle;\u No. AU Mameh I
© 0214, a
LR . . ) ¥ “.. ;(. 4
From: Commanding Ufficer.
Mo . . . Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet
i - e Assessment Commlttee. .
fReférence: (A) Comlnch Dispatch 202215, '
wh,

Samples of debris received by USS HAAS (Dm—hgh)
after attacks on submarine on 15 February 1945, latitude 11°
12' north, 1ong1tude_;210 2).'east.
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 THE JOINT ARMY-NAVY ASSESSMENT CUMMITIEE :

JAPANESE NAVAL AND MERGHANT SH!PP!NG LUSSES
uumns WORLD WAR IIBY AL CAUSES

FEBRUARY 1947

B, F. CAVALCANTE

"~ For Sala by (e Suparintendant sl Dacurenls, U. 5. Gevirnmant Printiag Offca,
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F ORETWORD

t o In January 1943 the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, snd Commander-in-Chief, U.8. Navy agreed that the formation of a Joint committee to ECELLE
51 snemy Naval and merchant shipping losses during World War II wculd be desirable. Accordingly the JOINT ARMY~NAVY ASSESSMENT CONMITTEE was ap-

¢+ pointed for this pursose. This committee cconsisted of representatives of the Navy, the irmy, and the Army Air Forces, with & joint Lrmy-Ravy
;-uoorotariat. The pertinent paragraph of the Joint Army-Navy directive forming the Committee 1s quoted::

F;ﬁwhw>

AL
ud

.
""! Mg

<IN . "By agresment batween Chisf of Staff and Commander-in-Chief, a Committee comprisad of 4 Navy and 3 Army members is

St appointed to meet from time to time at the call of the senior member to study and evaluate reports of loss or dam-

age of enemy Naval and Uarchant vessels frcm all causes, except those cases ccnaldered by the Anti-Submarine War-

T ) fare Asseasment Committee of the Office of the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Flest, Findings of the Anti-Submarine War-
s fare Assessment Committee will be included in the overall evaluation of enemy losses without further review, Periocd- -
ie report' of the Committee will be submitted jointly to the Chief of Staff and Gommander-in~Chief™, s

.':f’
.

A o
1

)

Iy
[

Sources used by tha Committee for ccmpiling information en Japanese vessel loases have included the 'ollo'ingz "

e ; Prisoner of War Reports : : ‘ o e N
: Captured Enemy Documents % %
= United States and Allied Intelligence Sources
Naval Shipping Control Authority for Japaneee Merchant Larine (SCAJAP)
Ariyoshi'a Final List (Japaness)
Ariyoshi's List (Jspaneae§
Shipomners! List (Japaness)
3 : Haval ¥inistry List (Japanese)
. ‘ Unitad States Mine Warfare Report
o United States and.Allied Action Summaries
United States Photographic Intelligence )
United States Strategiec Bombing Survey Reports . o

&AM TR N

. - @
'Y+ . The assessment of losses, unanimously agroed to by all members of the ocmmittas, are listed on the following pages. They includes

':72 (a) A1l Navel vessels known or balisved to have been lost,
s (b) 411 merchant vessels of 500 or mers gross tons known or believed to have begn 1oat.

4 nagligible number of vessels have not bean assessed bacause of insufficient -nrorngtiqn as‘to the cause of losa.

;;z;efT; =
Ay

H,

-gﬁ.g February 1947 ‘ i ' o ‘ o Joint/Army-Navy Assssament Ccamittes
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* Data

February

¥arch 1945

*Probable Agont

Name of Vessel

. ME

TRANSPORT NO 115

COAST DEFENSE VESSEL
NO 144

RO 55

COAST DEFENSE VESSEL
NO 53

I 4l

RO 112

RO 113 .

COAST DEFENSE VESSEL
NO 9 .

SPECIAL SUBMARINE CHASFR
FO 4

SPECIAL SUBMARINE CHASER
RO 114

NARIU

TRANSPORT NO 114

COAST DEFENSE VESSEL
NO 56

"NOFAZE

SUBMARINE CHASER NO 35

YAKU

RO 49

1 37

RO 43

SHONAN
I 368

VANAZURU
TSUBAYE
TRANSPCRT NO 143

HARIO
SUBKARINE CHASER NO 8

Type _of Vessel
D;atroyor

35 Veszsls

Tank Landing ship
Frigate

Submarine
Frigats

Submarine
Submarine
Submarine
Frigate

Special Submarine Chager
Special Submarine Chaser

Special ¥inslayer
Tank Landing Ship
Frigats

Destroyer
Submarine Chager
Frigats
Submarine
Submarine
Submarine

Frigate
Submarine

21 Vessels
Tarpedo Boat
Special ¥inelayer
Tank Landing Ship

Mlscellansous Auxiliary
Submarine Chaser

B

Standard ‘
Tonnags Location
2,1008 22-30N, 120-0CE
34,804
1,000e 20-00N, 121-00FE -
800e 432N, 104-30F
889  15-27H, 119-25E
800  12-04N, 109-22%
2,212 18-50N, 121-/CE
525  18-53N, 121-5CE
525  19-10N, 121-23E
8008 34-48N, 125-58E
i00s  8-20S, 115-45E
100e 8208, 115-45E
720  32-10N, 135-54F
1,000e 23-04K, 120-30F
7508  33-531, 139-43F
1,300 12-48N, 109-38R
440  10-15N, 107-31E
9008 12-39N, 109-29E
965  32-4ON, 132-33E
1,470  22-45N, 141-27E
965  25-07N, 140-19E
900s 17-088, 110-01E
1,470  24-43N, 140-3TE
18,631
527  26=-17N, 127-35E
450 24=23N, 124-12F
1,008 23-354, 121-35F
4,000e 18-10¥, 109-40E
© 290 4=04N, 100-35E

pus

United States
Australia
Great Britain

Based Alrcraft
Army Adreraft
Mine®
Submarine

Flag of Agent Type of Agpent Assessment
United States Army Alrcraft Sunk
United States Army Alreraft Sunk
United States Submarine Sunk
United States Surface Craft Sunk
United States  Submarine Sunk
United States Submarine Sunk
.Unlted States Submarine Sunk
Onited States  Submarine Sunk
United States  Submarine Sunk
United States  Submarine Sunk
United States  Submarine Sunk
Unlted States  Submarine Sunk
United States Ammy Alreraft Sunk
United States  Submarine Sunk
United States Submarine Sunk
United States - Army Adrcraft Sunk
United States Submarine Sunk
United States  Submarine ¢+ Sunk
United States  Surface Crafi Sunk
United States Navy Carrier=- Sunk
Bansed Aircraft
United States Submarine Sunk
United States Navy Carrier- Sunk
Based Aircraft
United States Navy Carrisr- Sunk
Based Aircraft
United States Navy Carrier- Sunk

Probably sunk
Sunk
Sunk
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