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Rumors hnd been circulatin~· as to our next duty, as noted 

in my letter of 2 October~ ~'\.t tl'iat point it appeared thnt v,e 

might be sent to the Aleutian Islands, but this never materialized. 

Instead a few days later we received word that ~e ~er~ to 
proceed to Pearl H2.rbor~ ·,·✓e had been in coIJI11issi on for c1 fe i:.1 

days short of a year and v1ere due for annual overh2ul and 

modernization which would inc1ude the installation of 5" ~).:ms 

to replace our ori;inal 3 "c On the 4th and a 0 aj_n on th'-3 6th 

we received aboard passen~ers for transportation t o ~eirl Ea~tor. 

Our emotions were mixed. TherG was, of course , tb2 ap?e~l 

of leavin~ the war z one to return to t he plea sures of the 

backward 2rea, a step tow~rd home end probable re2s si;nment 

to a new .;eared turbine 5" ~un DE of the type v1hich h2.d msde 

their appearance in increasir..__; nmrrbers 2.ssi_;ned to fleet 

operations in the Pacific. 

But overrid in~ thj_s, for me at 102.st, ·;-ia2 a feelin-3: of 

let dovm .. ·1}e h c,d been on the frin._,.)es of 2,ctiou in an i2 :t2rcstin ; 

area, but h2,d never b .~oken thro~1, __ )1 the bc:rri.er su.r.ro :.mdin~ 

our hv.1.1-dn..,u-:1 duties of es~ortin_...) 11erchc.:1t ships 2, r,_ d Ee.rvice 

type n:1vs,l vessels .. 

Suddenly, ho\7e-ver, f:_ll thl.s chan~ed. Our ord er:3 f' or 

Pearl Harbor Dere cancolled 2nd we were directed to proceed 

as quickly :::_ s !) Oss iblo to 3ceadleT HErbor, ~J::1m~s J1.d1dr- :lty 

Islands E,n J. r --. ·? ort to Comrn&nder Seventh ]:'leet v1i th opcru,tions 

based on USS 1i·1as2-tch .. 

Ne h::1d been to 1.:anus on sev:'.:: r~,l occasions _o.!'evioL--_E:i1.Y , 
' 

time.. Tho lL:.rbor r;as cro ·Noc"(i vii th h :- ttlP.f":}1 i !'~1 ~ cr:,~iE~c .Y-·s, 

airc r·2.f t c,~r:riers, destro, er~s :_:_nd DEs us V/el1 ~::.s rn~:ny suJp o1--t 

types, trans r o.rts 2.11d l;..u1dir:~ c .~:·~~f t. There y:e::'e hun,l ri •ds of 

shi::,s, but we t1sre the ori1y 3 rr l)~;~ .. 

·v'Je arrived on 10 Octor)er :__1nd tii::e \'."C.j_s of t.r1t"~ c=:ss-:rce. 

2bo2-rd tho :fJ::1.__)s.hip for brj_cf i11_; n.nd to coI1ect tlw 



( massive operation plan which detailed the part that we were 

to play in the upcomin6 invasion o:f Leyte and with which I 

must be fully familiar. This ·was to be the first return to 

the Philippines after the sad events at Corregidor almost 

three years before. 

I also learned the reason for our last minute inclusion 

in the operation. \le were to serve as the reple.cement for the 

USS Shel ton, a new 5 '' DE which. had been torpedoed and sunk off 

Morotai on 3 October. 

Our task unit, 77~4.l, under Taffy 1 (R.Admiral T.L. 

Sprague) vlas to . consist o:f the CVEs San£amon (flag) , Smninnee, 

Santee and Petrof Bay. The screen was to_ consist of the 

Fletcher Class destroyers McCord, Trathen and HazelTTood, and 

the DEs Richard S. Bull, Rich2.rd 1J. Rov1ell, Eversole and . 
' 

.Coolbaugh,. 
Early in October the ships had begun ~o assemble at 

-.Manus and at various places along the coast of New Guinea. 

The 738 ships in the Seventh Fleet £or this operation 

comprised 157 co11::iata11t ships, 420 2:1phibious types, 84 patrol, 

minesweepi~ and h~rdTo~raphic types and 73 service types. 

Let me quote from my letter home dated oc -t ober 23,_ 1944: 
-,'We have been havinb a most i1-:;.teresting ar'.Ld enjoyable 

time. A \Vhile back it looked as though vie were headed for 

practically a home area, but enroute our orders were che.n~e d 

and I don•t think anyone 2board has been disappointed. All 

along we were hopin~ to ~et a look-in at the war and now we 

have got it. About t~o weeks a~o ~e Tiere ordered to report to 

a certain task force to form. pc.rt of the screen for their 
aircraft carriers. This v:as two days. before t}··d·:;y were to set 

out (,on 12 October) and we had a mad scramble betting toc_'.;ether 
necessary material and boning up on the operation and the part 
we were to play in it. Hov1ever, all went off' well and ~::hen. v.re 

put to sea we we:-e ready for 2.nythin~ whi ch might develop.· 11 



And now let me quote from Samuel Eliot Morison, '1Leyte ": 

"No one was sorry when the ships be~an to get under vmy . 

No one expect-ed to cherish happy nemories of Iv1anus or 

Hollandia, yet, however unpleasant may be one's .immediate 

recollections, something satisfactory sticks. Come now, you 

who were at Seeadler, Nev; Guinea or Leyte; do you not f'eel a 

certain glow of pride that you vvere "there n? i.Ien have alv.rays 

felt that way about wars they have been through , since ancient 

Rome, when Virgil had AEneas say, as he spun his yarn 0£ Troy 
~o Dido: Quaeque ipse mi-serrima vidi, quorum pars magna fui 

nThese most lamentable events I witnessed, and a great part 

of them I was • " 

On 10 October the northward movement started, all aiming 

.for a position called "Point Fin" off the entrance to Leyte 

-Gulf (lat. 10°28•30" N, long. l25°56'20" E), 1250 .miles :from 

- · Hollandia, throu3h which all uni ts of the Expeditionary Force 

- must pass, This table shows where each group was mounted, and 

its estiraated time of arrival at Point Fin: -

·\···, Dep2.rted Date -r;iTA 
.J..J 2 Point 

MINES.NEEF ING AND HYDROGRAPHIC 
GROUP Manus 10 Oct .. 0600, 

IHNAGAT ATTACK G210UP Holl2.ndia l2 Oct. 0616, 
Bm.rnA~rnrcnT AND FIRE SUPPORT 

GROUP (including 12 CVEs) Manus 12 Oct. 1000, 
SOUTH3RN LST GROUP Manus ll Oct. 2300, 
NORTHERN TPJ\NSPO~T GROUP Hollandia l2 Oct . 0000, 

· NORTHERN LST GROUP ( includ-
ing CLOS~ COV.2HIIJG GRO~iP) Hollandia 13 Oct. 0030, 

SOUTHE~H TrtAN3PORT GROUP l~'ianus 14 Oct. 0315, 
FLEKI1 FiiitJSEIP GnOUP Hollandia 15 Oct. 0340, 

The ocean passage was marked by constant alertness for 

air or subuarine attacks that never materialized. Until 

nearing the Philippines the weather stayed clear but a 
following vvind made the hee.t intense." 

Again :frorn my letter of 23 October: 

17 
17 

17 
19 
20 

20 
20 
2·0 

Fin 

Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct . 
Oct .. 
Oct . 

uon our first day out our carri er ;-roup joined forces vdth 



the battleships* and cruisers and all their supportins ships. 

-It was an imposing shov1, in a formation of about 10 miles 

.:-: -diameter. We had preliminary maneuvers which incl uded a bit 

-- o-f target practice and supporting f'light operation. On about 

-the third day out in fairly rough weather, ~ve topped off our 

..:fuel tanks by coming alongside another ship and fuelin6 under 
-way. This vms a new experience £or us, but it v1ent off 

without a hitch and in exceptionally good time. Then,· w±th 
everything in a top state of readiness we steamed on toward 

--- -~ our objective. 

The first day (17 October) we were to strike, the weather 
-_broke. The tail of a typhoon hit us and made operations for 

.,- -our :particular group impossible. Y/e had to lie off and wait 

.for thincs to hush. The _next day (18 October) v;as fin3, and 
·early in the morning Y✓e launched our first flight. Things for 

·us started with a rush, for one of' the first planes to be 

..launched from the carrier we were covering failed to make the 
grade and crashed into the water. \'le headed bac}:: at full speed 

:to the rescue and found that fortunately the four occupants 
had gotten out all right and had already inflated their rubber 
boat and \vere safe. We steamed dovm wind through a mode·rate 

sea to them, and in no time, had them, plus their rubber boat, 

aboard, all s2£~ and sotmd. 
Later that day we had the new experience of transferring 

our p2.ssengers (less t lie rubber boat!) be.ck to their ship. 

This was done by means of a bosun's cheir ri;ged as a breeches 
buoy. \'le took station under the quarter of the carrier and 

effected the transfer £ram there. Because of operations, we 
could only transfer the pilot the first trip, and l ater.in the 
day repeated the performance for the three enlisted men .. The 
interval between transfers gave us a chance to perfect our rig 
:for the purpose.t1 

* 6 battleships, 3 light cruisers, 3 heavy cruisers, 
12 CVEs (Jeep Carriers) and 17 destroyers and destroyer escorts 
under AQ~iral J .B. Oldendorf. 

4 



_Escort Carrier Group (TG 77.4), Renr Admiral Thomas L. Spragw 1 

· (As of .2 5 October 1944) 

Taf!y t (77+1) 
R Adm. T. L. Sprj;guc 

CVE S.\NGA..\:fON 

SVWA..V.SE.E; 

SANTEE 

- PE.nlOF BAY 

Screen 

DD .MCCORD 

TRATIIEN 

R\ZELWOOD 

DE RICHARD s.. :EULL 

R.lCHARD M. ROW.EU. 

EVERSOLE 

O'.)()LBAUCH 

Taffy 1 (77-4-2) 
R. Adm. F. B. Stump 

CVE 1-:ATONA DAY 

.MANILA WAY 

Card.iv 27 
R. Adm. W .. D. Sample t1 

M.ARCtJS ISLAND 

XADASHA~ B.'. Y 

SA.VO ISLAND 

OM.MANEY BAY 

Screen 

DD HAGGARD 

.FR.A.. ""fKS 

HAILEY 

DE IL ,W. 'SU-ES£SS 

ADERCil.0;\1lUE 

X..E llAY WU.SON 
w. C. ,2:.':.....~ 

Taffy J C7i+J) 
R Achn. C. A. !<'. Spr.1 ~ • 

CVE FAN.SHA w EA y 

ST. LO (e:t-:\l m\\ ·" 
Wl-JlT£ PLAlN!J 

XALININllAY 

Cardiv 26 
R. Adm. R_. A. Ofoic 

KlTKUN DA \" 

GAMBIERB:\Y 

Screen 

DD .l{Of:L 

HEERMA."'i N 

]OW STON 

DE DENNIS 

J• C. BUH.FR 

JtAYM:o:m 
~ - ..... ..,.... 'P"'II __ __ 
,_ -Sn .... V .UL C,, -1,,J 



On the 17th of October the Task Force was divided into 

pre-arranged t~$k groups and task units. our unit , 77.4.1 
was the southern carrier group of the three formed. The 

composition of the Escort Carrier Group (TG 77.4) under Rear 
Admiral Thanas L. Sprague is shovm in the facing table. 

Durin6 the storu of the 17th the Richard Rowell, rolling 
in the heavy seas lost her mast which meant the loss of her 

radar antennas. From that point on the other ships in the 

screen would have to direct her by TBS voice radio. i{/e were 

frequently reminded., '1Lady Bug (her voice call) is blind. 

She cannot see!" 

Our voice call, incidentally, was "Pigsticker". 
' The gale abated during the m.id-vmtch of the 18th and 

that day davmed fair and clear. 

OUr carrier groups .operated in 2.ss-igned areas east of 

Leyte Gulf and their prir:ia!'~'l task was to provide air support 
for the euphibious forces such as poundj__ng enemy airfields 
in the Visayos and intercepting enern~y st1"ikes oi1 the beach.head. .. 

In addition they had routine missions such as maintaining 

combat air patrol over the amphibious forces, anti subm~rine 
patrol :for the whole Leyte area. And, owing to the absence of 
Army air forces at Leyte, they were assigned special tasks 
such as attacking Japanese truck convoys, bo~bing £uel 

concentrations and dropping sup.9lies for the Army ashore. 
Our forces in shore met surprisinc;ly li~ht resistance on 

the 18th of October, two d~ys before the planned l2nding. 
The entrance to Leyte Gulf had been secured by noon. The 
mineswectiGrs v:ere cle2,rin..:: the are2.s off the 18-ndin:~· beaches 

~ ~ ~ 

and the Underwater Demolition Teams.wer e inspecting the 
beaches ;·there they found few obstructions. I\Ieantii1:e a shore 

bombardment was being ca.rried out a_;ainst nebulous enemy 
positions in the Southern LandinJ Beach area. Bombardments 
ended at 1735 and owing to the small number of mines encountere d 
by the s~eopers Admlral Oldendorf brou~ht the rest of his five 
support ships inside Leyte Gulf for the ni~ht. 



For the three days October 18-20, the main responsibility 

of our carriers was the neutralizing of eneL'lY airfields in the 
Visayas and Iilindanao. 

Again let l!J.e quote from my l ,etter of 23 October: 

"The next day (19 October), in the midst of routine 
operations, we received word that one of our planes ~as 

returnin0 in trou:)le and v.rould have to make a vlater landini_;· . 

It was a toss up as to where he would come down, but a6ain 

we hit the jackpot. Vie could see him trailin6 smoke and 

losing aititude over the formation and presently he hit the 
water about 250 yards off our starboard beam. The plane sank 

so quickly that when the splash had clee.red, no part of it 

was visible, but fortunately the pilot got out all right. 
Even before he crashed, ·vve h2.d started turning, and in not 

' 
more than t11ree .minutes aftervmrds, we had the pilot aboard 

·uninjured. The pilot said iater that he had been in a bad way 
.for the-coirlling in his plane had jammed and would not open. 
With one last despe.r.ate effort he had m2..11.aged to push it back 

far enou6h to 6et out. 
The _t,.,drn.iral had evidently observed the perf ornr~nce, and 

in 2 fev.r minutes v-1e .received a messa6 e saying Hyour re?cues 

have been superb anc. a.re much appr8ci2..ted." You can im.2.Gin? 
that this made me and the whole ship feel pretty good. Shortly 

after-Nard we transferred our new passenger back to his ship, 

the flagship. Af'ter this we figured that probably thin6 s ·. 

would settle dovm and ~et dull. No unusual activity had peen 

observed and everythin2; \'.✓as going ri...:,;ht as per schedu~e, and 

it was too much to expect a rescue job every 0.ay." 

The two assault c;roups were to ;Land on Lcyte simultaneously 
at 1000 on 20 OctoiJer. The Southern Group under Admiral 

Wilkinson was to land at Dula0 and the .1•iorthern Group under 
Admiral Barbey i.vas to land at Tacloban. · ·The air sup:9ort for 

the ·landin5 was :primarily the responsibilitr of nenr Admiral 

T.1. Sprague. 
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Again let me quote from my letter: 

"The next mornin6 (20 October) was bright and beautiful, 

with no wind, and thin~s were proJessing in a most routine 
~ashion. At a little after 8:00 a.m. a fli~ht ~as retu.rninz 

and all was in order, ·when I, in the Chart Room, he2.rd a call 

to us on the voice r2dio askinG if we had seen a plane c~ash 

near the ce.rrie.!' nea~ us. I rushed on deck just in ti=ie to see 
a Jap Zero winging away vd.th two of our planes hot on his 

tail. It h2d sneaked in with our returning planes and h2d 

dropped £our bombs near our carrier* and was tr-Jing to r.:ake 

good his escape. He cau6ht all of us conpletely unmvare?. 

We all went to GQ immediately and not f'ive minutes later vve 

saw two more Zeros streaking in toward the formation low over 
the water. As soon as they were in raTI.c:e, all -the ships which 

could bear, ·opened up. They both made for the £lacship, 
strafing - one turned short and came past our port bow o-:J.t 

of our ran6 e but in a hail f'rorn sowe of the other -ships. i~s 

and made for the land, hotly pursued by our fi6hters. The 
other plane, meanwhile, had dropped a bomb very near .the 
flagship, had turned through the formation and was headed dot1,n 

our starboard side. You .h2.ve never seen such a hail or ballets 

as were flying. Though the ran_;e was not close, one of our 
guns opened fire and the tracers were seen to hit the plane. 

However, he was in a cross hail from two other ships as well, 
and so I doubt if we can clai.l the honors. In an instent 
orange flames .broke out from -the motor and the Zero crashed 

about 1500 yR..rds r..way, just forward of our st2.rboard be2.Da 

.A cheer arose from all hands and in an instant there v12.s only 

a patch of fl2-m j.n5 water whe _~ ... G so much had been 5oin_: on on.ly 

a split second before. The pilot ca2e to the s11rface 2.nd we.s 

picked up by the ship nearest us to sta~ooard, apparentiy 

severely injured. The dawa;e sustained by our ships was 
practically ne.;ligible.. \fa 18.ter learned that both of the 

*USS Santee. 



other planes had been cau~ht by our fiGhters and shot dovm. 

This ~e.:ppened about two days ago, and since then all has 

been very quiet and routine. The weather has been fine and 

apparently the boys have been having good hunting ashore. 

Occasionally one comes back with a wing partially shot away, 

and there have been a fev1 that have not come back at all, 

but only a very £ew. 
Our work nor; seems definitely to have settled do\1m to 

routine. 1,7e have fueled once again - or you might say tv1ic.e, 

· :for we were interrupted by an alert during the performance 

and h2d to set clear hurriedly. We h2ve had several other 

alerts as well, but it appears that the good vrnrk the boys 

· __ .are doing ashore is depleting the Jap planes 1 and, alas, the 

-Japs have got other things to worry about closer to their 

airfields. 
All the reports have it that th~ natives ashore are 

completely on our side. They have had their o~n boats out to 

· rescv~e do,7ned planes, and fliers who have been c2..ptured ashore 

have been somehow extricated by the local guerillas and 

hustled away to safety. 

Well, that is how the news st~nds to date and about all 

I can say that is not censorable. I am certainly ple2sed 

that we fell into the job, for it would have been very 

unsatisfactory -to have come all the way out to these waters 

and never to ha.ve even b 13en close to the war. Of cov.2:"'se all 

this probably knocks out o:;..r previous plans indefinitely, 
but as yet we do not know and !)r01)ably won't for sone ti1ne 

to cone. Jictu2..lly.I don't L1ind for now I feel v:e are 

accomplishing soJJ.ething, and we are havin[S an interesting 

time. \·le s11all just .have to wait e.nd· see v:hat develops. 

With a lar.;e nmv field of this sort ·opened up, I ~11ess they 

will want plenty of this type of ship out here. 

I certainl;,r miss 5ettii-.g mail. It h8.s been weeks now 

since I have heard from you - last letter do..ted September 26th .. 
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I wonder ·what the nerls is and how all is going, but I am 

just trusting that all is fine. By now the bird see.son must 
be in full swin6 and it is getting on toward time to think 

about getting out the decoy ducks and the pea-pod1t I think 

this is the time of year I like the best e.t hone." 

The beachheads were bein6 consolid2.ted betv;een 21 and 

24 October. Thin6s were going just a b it too easily. 

UnknoYm to us at the ti.me, on the 2 2 or 23 October the 

Japs af'ter observing the stren6th of the i1..merican landings 
revised their plan. They now decided to make Leyte instead 

of Luzon t~e ~cene of the t~eneral decisive battle''. General 

Suzuki was told to expect su,port from the joint air forces 

on the 24th, a d ,ecisiYe sea battle on the 25th and on the 

next day to ~ook for heavy reinforcement of his ground forces 

·on Leyte. 

The decis ion, however,. to execute the SH0-1 plan had 

already been made on 18 October when the enemy had determined 

that Leyte was to be the obj ective for the landings. 

The general outlin0 of the SE0-1 plan Tnas this. \-✓11ile 

Admiral 0za\7a's Horthern Force decoyed Halsey's ·rhird Fleet 

up north out of the v,ay, Acb.iral Kurita's Center Force.coming 

through San 3ern~rdino Str2.it and the Southern Force under 
Admirals Nishimura and Shim.a, debouching from Suri5ao Strait 

would put a mighty pincer on our amphibious forces and fire 

suuuort shins in Leyte Gulf and 11 2 .. nnihil2.te" theLl • 
.... .L .l, 

The original plan called for the Center Force to sortie 

from San Bern2.rdino Strait at sunset on 24 October. This 

force, however, suffered some delays. On 23 Octo:er our 

submarines torpedoed and sank two of .their cruisers off the 

west coast of P2law2.n. On 24 October they suffered heavy air 

attacks from the carrier based plQnes of the Third Fleet 

which resulted in the sinkin6 of the 18" gun battleship 

Idusashi 2-nd the cripplins of the heavy cruis er iiyoko .. 

After a full day of air attc.cks, Halsey, then located 
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( 
off San Bernardino Strait, headed north in search of Admiral 

Ozawa's Northerndiversionary force, quite in accord2.nce with 

the enemy plan. This left San Bern3.rdino Strait cle2.r for 

Kurita's Center Force to exit. The three task 6roups of the 

Third Fleet - 65 ships strong - went steaming north at 
16 lmots to en6age the 17 ships of 0zav1a's Northern Force. 

Kurita's Center Force, still :pov:erful, cor1pleted the 

transit of San Bernardino Strait at 0035 on 25 October, 
amazed to find nobody there to fi5ht, and shaped a course 

for the rendezvous off Suluan with Nashimura. 
Air surveillance of the Southern Force on 24 October 

was only spor&dic , but Admiral Kinkaid correctly estimated 

that the southern Force intended to break into Leyte Gulf 
via Surigao Strait and made such disposition of his forces 

that 0~1.ly a miracle cou~d have perr.1itted the Japanese to 
attain their object. Admiral Kinkaid assumed in his OIJeration 
plan "any major enen1_y naval force appro2.ching fror:i the north 

will be intercepted and attacked .by Third Fleet covering 

force. " 
As 24 October merged into the fateful ~ednesday the 25th 

Nishimura' s Southern Force v;ss already reported by motor 
torpedo boats to be approachi nJ the southern entrance of 
Surigao Strait and Shima's Second Striking Force was c~tching 

un •. Admiral Olden.dorf h2.d fornea Battle Line 2nd sent scout in·:: 
.J.: • '...J 

destroyers dovm the Strait. There and off Samar mighty forces 
were about to clnsh in decisive b~ttle, and the issue w2s 

far from certain. 
Abor~rd Coo1b2u-=)1 our vie v, of the ove 2' ·al l situQtion vms 

s01nev1hat myopic, but on the evening of 24 October the pattern 
was be.~·innin6 to tc .. ke fo.::·_,,n. In the conbat inform2tion center 

as the sichtin~ reports from submarines and planes cQme iri I 
plotted thGm on the chart. In t h is w2y we could deter1;1ine 
the pro___; ress of the Center }"orce and the Southern Ii'orce. V/.e 

were also ar18.rG of the fu.ct th0,t Ealsey v1as so.:tev/here avmy 

to thG north ancl \1.·as not t:.1kin~ further uction n.:.,;·ainst the 



Center Force, which he believed he had turne d back. 

It seened only logical that the objective of the Center 

Force would be to rendezvous with the Southern Force for the 

purpose of annihilatin6 our Seventh Fleet ships in Leyte 

Gulf. However no further reports came in after about 2000, 

so they bec21Ile an unkno~n ~uantity. The only obstacle in 

their way should they in fact be coming was our Task Group 

of 0 Jee:p Carriers 11 with their escort of destroyers and DEs .. 
It was a lonely feeling . ~ith some concern we faced the 

prospect of being- caught in the middle of the pincer. 

Since our Task Unit, Taffy 1, w2s the southernmost of 

the CVE units, our operating area was just off the entrance 

to Leyte Gulf. Should any of the Southern Force of enemy 

ships get throug h vre ,vould be the first in line to take them 

on. Our 3rr &ims looked small indeed. 

And so durinz the eve?in6 of 24 October as we c2rried 

out our now routine night retirement of formation ste8.L.1ing 

on various courses we eagerly kept track of incoming mess2.6 es 

to keep abreast of develp~ments . As the night wore on we 

were aware of great happenings in Surigao Strait, but it 

was only much later that vm could piece together the entire 

story v1hich I ·will now try to su..tlllarize from Samuel Eliot 

Morison's official history .. 

Admiral Oldendorf v12-s well 2.v12-re of the J apanese Souther n 

Force, its make up, its pro~ress and its probable objective. 
He also had t~ me to arran~e his forces to provide a proper 
reception for Admiral 1Yashimu.r2. 1 s For ce and for Vice Admiral 
Shima 1 s Second Strilci.n~ Force ,.-,.hich i'ol lo·:.red £"::,bout JO miles 

behind. The balance was all in his tavor both strate~ically 

and fron the overv;hel:·uin6 superiority of his av2.ilable fire 

power as listed here. 

The onuosin0~ forces were as follons: 
.... .J.. 

4 



The roam groups under Admiral Oldcndorf's command, plus 
Dcsron 54, were as follows; - 2 

Left Flank 
R. Adm. Oidendorf 

~ Heary Cruisers 
totJIS'"'1t.LE 

- 'PORTl-:\..¾l) 

_)J!SNEAPOLIS 

Light Cruisers 
R.. Adm. Hayler 

1)t~'1U 
COJ..UN1BIA. 

S<-c. 1, Desron 56 
Capt. Smoot 

~£WC0~1.B 

~lCHARD P. LEA.RY 

.. -A!.."tP.T ¥7. G!tA.~ 

Sec. l 1 Dc~div 11 z 
Ca pt. Conley 

I0BlNSON 

!JALFORD 
J1YA1'.,. 

S:c. 3, Cdr. Boulware 
UtY'WOOD L. EDWARDS 

"L°':-.,oN 
Ut.'TZE 

Battle Line 
R. Adm. ·weyler 

Battleships 
MlSSISSIPPt 

.MARYLAND 
WISTVIRCtNtA 

TENNESSEE 

CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Desdiv ''X-ray" 
' Cdr. Hubbard 

a.AXTON' 
CONY 
THOR~ 

AULICK 
··-""'~♦ ....... ....... - .. .t4VV\.,ll\._,.""\l!,. I, 

WF.1..1.ES 

Right Flank 
R. Adm. Berkey 

Light Cruisers 
PHOENIX 
BOISE 

Heavy Cruiser 
H.Z..t.A.S. SHROPSHIRE 

Desron 24, Capt. !Hcl\.fancs 
HUTCHINS 

DALY 
BACHE 
H.M..A.S, ARUNTA 

KILLEN 

l\EALE 

Picket Patroi 
Desron 54, Capt. Coward 

RF.ME~ 

MCCOWAN 

MF.LVIN 

MERTZ 

Dcsdiv 1081 Cdr. Phillips 
MCDE~M UT 

M:ONSSF:N 

MCNAIR 

. This was more than enough to take care of the J apancsc Southern 
Force, for which Admirals Kinkaid and Oldcndorf pbnned sudden 
Jc:1th. Every old Pacific hand retained a grim memory of events 
centered around a ccn~in little island in the Solomons which 
l IJbuson unplcas~mtly recalled. As Admir:il Oldcndorf s~1id, '(\Ve 
,JnJn'r want them to pnll another Savo Island on tis." 1-Jjs disposi­
~ions insured that they would not. 

J -· 
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J. I 

Nashimur2.' s Southern Force Vice Admiral Shima' s Second Strikin_~ For-. 

Yamashiro B.B (fla2 ) 
Fu.so BB 
!Jogami CA 
Shigure JJD 
L'Iichishio Dll 
.Asagwno DD 
Y 8.I!:.ag.L""J o DJJ 

Nachi 
Ashi.;ara 
Abukuma 
and 4 DDs 

CA 
CA 
CL ( o ld) 

EB=B2ttleship, CA=Eeavy Cruiser, CL=Light Cruiser, DD=Destroyer 

As Admiral Oldendorf said later, 111,Iy theory v,as that of 

the old-time ge.mbler - never 5 ive a sucker a chance. If my 

opponent is foolish enough to come at me with an inferior 
force I •m cert2.inly not iG Oing to give him an even break. r, 

The Pacific Fleet had never been so well prepared with 

a flock:: of PTs to intercept, three destroyer squadron to 

deliver torp_edo atto.cks and a Battle Line to 02.p the enerzy' s 

· CO 1 UEL."YJ. • 

The first si.;htiruf of the evening b;/ PTs ~Nas at 2250 on 
0 

24 October and their phase of the action lasted until 0213 on 

25 October. 
Includinb later actions in the Strait on 25 October, JO 

of the 39 PTs on pat~ol had got into sane s ort of fi~ht. 

Altogether they fired 34 torpedos, all but t 1/✓ 0 of v1hich ran 

nhot, stre,ight and normal", but obtained only the hit on 
91Abukur.J.a" of Adr-niral Shi1;ia 1 s Second Strikin~ Force. They 

neither stopped nor confused the enemy and v:ere ch2sed av.ray 

by his .;unfire .. ~Phey dj_d, hm~iever, pe2'."'f or:a indis _~Jens2.ble 

service throu;h their con~act re~Jo:tts which in 2.ddition to 

the fire~orks they produced fron the encrzy, alerted Admiral 

Oldendorf's forces. 

Of the 30 bor,-..ts v1hich came undDr enemy fire 1 0 were 
.. 

hi·~ but only 1 ex9ended. Total c c..sunl tics 3 ki1led , 20 wounded. 
The next phase ~as the brilliantly executed attack on 

the enems b:,r Dcsron 54 ( C2pt. CoYl~.rd) r/hich lasted bot 1,~/een 

0200 and 0315. The sq_uc.dron vl::.:.s divided 2nd c.tt .:::ckcd fro~1 

both sides of the enemy. Althou~h subjected to heavy fire and 
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the ~l2re of tearchli~hts their torpedo attack was one of 

the most successful of the entire war. With 47 torpedos they 

scored on 5 ships and sank 3, includin.; Fuse which went dovm 

later. 
Only ten minutes after the Japanese absorbed a spread 

of torpedoes f ron ''7.Tonss ::n" and "I.IcDerll!ut" of Desron 54 
tbey v,ere subjected to a similar attack from Desrons 24 2.nd 

56. This phase lasted fron 0254 to 0420. Durin6 this the 
uyamashiro 11 v:as hit by two torpedos. 

The collective efforts of these destroyer attacks 

accounted f'or about 75% of' the fire :power in Hishimura's force. 

The Liajor Gunfire Phase came next from 0351--0410-

By 0330 the enemy- column, now reduced to one battleship, 
one heavy cruiser and one destroyer was steaming int o a trap. 
It .forned a ,very short verticle to a very broad T, but 

·01dendorf was about to cap it. 

The cruisers opened fire at 0351, ran_;e 13,600 y2.rds, 
- and at 0353 the Battle Line joined in, ran6 e 22,800 yards 

with the battleships firinc 16 inch an~ 14 inch ar□or 

1 piercing projectiles, vlith devastat i ng results. 

At 0409 ltdi-;li ~al Oldendorf ordered all ships to ceese 

fire because the USS G1-rant of Dcsron 56, v,hich h2.d suffered 

a cripplin~ hit from the enemy, and some of her sister 
destroyers -r1ere ::ein.:_; hit by f

1friendli ,e s Tf. The cease fire 

lasted :for 10 minutes, but this period of 6race allowed 

the Shi.~;ure and I.~ozarni to escape. 

At 04l9 the Yamashiro c2.psized and s nnk t aking 1\~11iral 

NashiL1ur2 rd th her. 

The enerzy had no consolation in havin6 dmna:..-:;ed the 

victors, for of Jdmiral Oldendorf 1 s· force only the destrbyer 

Grant h2.d been hit and that r.10stly by her own side. She ,·10.s 

saved, however, and reprdred in time to .t2.ke part in the 

Okinawa o_per2tion. 

1."/hile this -..ra.s t;oing on Admiral ShiL12' s Second Striking 

Force ~2s followinc alon~. 
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His f iTst encounter v,r2.s rli th the PT boats. At 03 25 

.i\bukume. \vas hit by a torpedo. The PT had fired at a destroyer 

and missed but the f'ish :fortunately found Abu..luliila instead .• 

As a result of this hit Abukuma .retired. 

About an hour l2ter Shima observed on his radar scope 

v,hat appeared to be tv:o eneo.y _ ships. The two heavy cruise.rs 

were ordered to attack with torpedos. E2ch fired ei~ht 

torpedos. The tar~et was actually the two Hibuson Islands, 

which ne.t'e not d5..Illa 5 ·ed. This rms the Second Striking Force's 

ohly contribution to the b2ttle. 

At 0425 Shima very prudently decided to retire. 

Just five minutes later Nachi collided with L'.iogami v1hich 

-rms burning and retiring. Nachi' s stern vms b adly dema6 ed. 

Thus, by five in tlrn morning on 25 October, with an hour 

and a half to go before·sunrise, the Japanese Southern Force 

was broken up and in retre2.t. Battleships fusa and Yama.shiro 
had been sunk in the middle of tbe Strait; destroyers 

L ...L. 

Ya:na.;u.mo and tlichishio had g one the same way, and of Nishiraur2. rs 

force onl y lucky I.106 2.mi, swift Shi~u.re and crippled Asa67.Dil0 

had so far escaped. 

But Shima' s tno heavy cruisers and four destroyer~, v1hich 

had not been brou6ht under Americ2.n gunfire or torpedo att2.ck, 

retired safely. 

There were plenty of pickings left for the pur.suit 

phase of the battle . 

.At 0617 A dr!liral Ol dendorf directsd Rear .Admiral Hayler 

to t2.ke his tr10 li0ht cruisers and thre-3 destrorers south;·,o.rd 

to 11polish off enemy cripples O
• ·lhey s811k JlSa.:._j~Llno a t 07 21. 

At 1230 as a result of att-'_-l-cks by Admiral T.L.Sprah,71~ 1 s 

"aven6 ers II i,~ogarti was sunk. This left onl y Shigure afloat 

from Nashinur2's force. 
The relentless pursuit v,ras to contfnue for days aften·.rnrd. 

On the mor.nin~-; of the 27th Abulcurna v.:2s sunk by Anny air attack 

(their first involvomcnt in the b2ttle), and on 5 November 
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Nachi w2.s sunk in I,lanila Bay by air attack fro;J the Lexinj'ton. 

As of th~t da te of the Southern Force that had entered 

Suri6 ao Strait only the heavy- cruiser Ashi6 ara and f i v .e 

destroyers remained afloat. 

Sunris '3 o:-- tbe 25th Caille 2.t about 0630, i~n hour before 

thn.t Taffy 1 b 2,d returned to stc.tion after ni6ht retire~ient 

and at 0545 be~C!.n to 12.unch a strike for the pursuit of the 

Japanese ships flee in . .; froI!l Suri.;ao Str2.i t. Taffy 2 and 3 

launched routine- air missions 2nd by sunrise ·were relaxing 

into the usu&l morning routine. 
Aboard Coolbaugh v.;e k:Jiev; tt.at the enemy in Surigao 

Strait had been turned back, but details v1ere sketchy. Not 

knowing v1hat the nev.; day would bring 'forth ,ve fell int o the 

p2ttern of operation \7hich vm h 2.d been carry in_; out f or 
· ·the past i.veek. 

This state of euphori~ did not last lonz, however. ~e 

were suddenly electrified by messa~es that started pouring 

in.Cor.1pleteJ.y undetected until that tir2e Kuritc!s Center 

Force was sighted by a plane £ram Kadashan Bay at 0647, and 

at 0648 ·when the Jap ships v✓ere still hull dovm their ~s 

opened fire. One minute late~ colored splashes f ror~1 their 
shells be6 211 risin~ 2..stern of Taffy J. 

~any s~ilors could not be~ieve their eyes or e2rs. 

Kurita 1 s Center Force, in Ad.miral Halse;y's e stimation 2n 

a 6 ~r8_;2.tion of crir,:ple s , hc~d coverocl 125 to 150 rniles in the 

last seven hours completely undetocted. 

Co~plete surprise 2p~lied eQu~lly to Admiral Kurita. 

It seems to have deprived h~1 of all power of decision, and 

the r esult ·1·;2s a helter-skelter b ~t.t tle. His shi~s, f ollovlin;:1 

the -rlhims of their c onmandi.n:; officers were c onmi ttoc1 

piecemeal end so in the. end were defeated. 
At 0701 Hear Admir2l CAF Spra(..)-ue brouclcQ.st an ur6 ent 

contact report in pl2.in lan0--iia~e, ~ivin~ his position and 

thc.t of the encr:1~r c..nd o.ski.n~ nll r;};o c ouJ.d to send e:"Cisint ... :nco. 

,.3 
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KURITA 1 S CEiaiR FORCE 

BATTLE 0Ff SM,t 11.~ 
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CRU DIV 7 
H.SE°W-c?t UIS ZR S 
Kum2.no 
Suzuya 
Chikuna 
Tone 

CRU DIV 5 
H_t;.i~VY ~=~uISETIS 
Ha~"1.lTO 
Chokai 

BAT DIV 1 BAT DIV 3 
Y2mat o--rI-18 11;1-ms) }~0 ~1 ;-0 ( 14 H~uns) 
Na.=;ato ( 16 °G'uns) .Harunc. ( 14 t',;11ns) 

Light cruisers Nashiro and Yahn;i ~ere the fla~shi~s of 

the two Desrons screening the van. 



At the moment of atto..c,k, Adl:1ir2.l Tom Spra:)ue I s Taffy 1 

lay about 130 miles S by E, and Admiral Stump's Taffy 2 

b·etween them, but nr::wh nearer to Taffy 3. The escort carrier 

group corilllander acted quickly. A.t 0702, v,i thin four mLT1.utes 

of AQ~iral Clifton Spra~Lle 1 s ur~ent ple2 for assist~nce, he 

had reciuestod and rec2ived per11ission frott1 Afu:iiral ICink2.id 

to launch 2.11 av2..il2.ble planes to strike the enemy fleet, 
and p2ssed th9 word to Stwup. C2.:ptain ·.,-,hitehe2d, in flagship 

V/asa.tch, in 32.n Pedro Ec.y, :pullod planes a·;iay froi.1. other 

missions to assist. Thus, v'Jithin ten minutes of the time the 
ene.my opened f bre, every av2.il2.ble aircraft ·~·,·2..s fly in;- to 

help, and the rest were in process of launching. But would 

they arrive in time? There was plenty of frantic worryin6 
on board the ships in San Pedro Bay, not only about the escort 
carriers but· about the11selves, in case Kurita broke throu~h. 

This nas a matter of concern to us too~ Considering 

the be.ttleships and cruisers of the Jap fleet it seened 

and DEs arcted only vii th 5 11 cuns and a handful of tor:1-edos, 

and that they would soon be upon us as the third line of 

defense. 

The fl2...:3ship of; Taffy 3, Fans haw Bay, and ·,:n1i te Plains 

on the exnosed flank were the first to co~e under fire. 
-I. 

0 V/icked salvoes straddled •,-'11i te Plains and their colored 

geysers be~an to s~rout cmon~ all the other c2rriers from 
projectiles 102-ded v:ith dye ... yellow 2.,nd purple, the 

s:plashes had a kind of horrid beauty. ri Cried E se2.1i1an in 

White Plains, 11They'rG shootin~ 2.t us in technicolor!·" 

At th2.t nor.1ent, 0706, ren::__1.rked Adniral Spra.;ue, , "the 
ener:1y r.,2-s closin~ with discm:certin,J;· r~.:pidity nncl the volume 

anc1 accur2.cy of fire was incre2.si110 .. At t}Jis point it did 
not e.ppear that any of our ships could -survive another five 

minutes of the heavy-calioer f.ire be in._; received. " Eis task 

unit boin..=;- surrounded by "the ultim2tc in desperate 

circu.;11stances, 11 the Admiral sa~d th2..t countcro.ction vv·;..1s 



urt:ently e.nd irnmedi2tely required. He ordered all escorts 

to attack the enemy with torFedoes. 

Destroyers_ Cotu~terat tack, 07l6-O83O 

This b2ttle, so beautifully and br2vely fou0ht aGainst 

overvl11elmin__; odds, ~.::;as filled \d th ;.;allant 2.nd memorable 

episodes; none more so than the torpedo and 0-unfire attacks 

by the screen . .A.dmiral Cliftm1. Spr2.~ue ordered his three 

destroyers to make the first counterettcck on the Jap~nese 

heavy ships at 0716, just after his escort carriers had 

entered the r2in squall. And o~e, ~t least, 0£ t he destroyers 

was already in the fight. The most ad~irable thing about 

this battle was the way ever ything Tie had afloat or airborne 
went b2.ldhe2.ded for the enemy. Kuri ta vms bevlildered by this 

. supera~.;ressi-;-eness, an·d re3.dily concluded that rm h2d more 

there than net the eye. 

The three destroyers 6£ Taf£y 3's screen were Hoel, 

f'lyins the pennant of Cor.!lnander W .. D. Thom2.s, HeermEmn and 

Johnston - 2..11 21OO-tonners of the Fletcher class. 

As Johnston bore in to a fl2nking position, she delivered 

rapid s2..lvo fire from her 1;12,in b2.ttery, ai:-::in~ 2t KUI'.lano, 

Ylhich w~s leadin6 2. heo.v;,r cruis cr ·-eoluICTJ.. Ove r t ·-·/o hundred 

rounds \7ere fired and nlua:~rous hits v.rere observed. Since the 

an6l0 of her approach broi..1.~ht all Japanese he~vy sl1ips in 

echelon, so t112t their forr.12.rd guns could firo 2.t her v,ithout 

f oulin;; G~~ch other's rc.n _ _;c , ru~niy of t::.en~ did; and S!:)18.shes of 

four or five different colors began risin; about Johnston i n 

her m~d, br2va course. 
At this nonent Cormnander Eva.nu passed the vwrd v1hich he 

h2.d nlro2..dy reC!oived fro2.1 3pl"2..__:;1;.e, t-o deliver tori:)odo 2.tt :. c}~ 

in conjunction with Hoel and Heerm2-nn. nearest to the enemy, 

Joh.-riston ':/2S the first to co~:1=1ly. Closin~ a t 25 knots to 

within 10,000 yards of the hcuvy c~uiscr, she fired her ten 

torpedoes. Tney were obser,:-ed to run "hot, str2.i.:..;ht 2.nd 

horu::.l. 11 H2"'v'"L1_; expended ho r entire su~·,ply, (J o}1n:Jton whipped 

26 



around and retired behind her orm hee.vy sr.1oke. ·,,.'/h2,t hapr•en0d 

next can best be told in the words of her senior survivin6 
officer: -

"Two and possibly three heavy undervmter explosions were 

. heard by two officers ... at the time our torpedoes v,ere 

scheduled to hit. Up on emer:.;i. :.5 a ninute later fro~;i the s!noke 

screen , the leadin_;- ene::iy cruiser rtas observed to be burnin6 
furiously astern. 

At this time, about 0730, this ship got itc Three 14-inch 

shells from a battleship, followed thirty seconds later by 

three 6-inch shells fro1i1 a li,;ht c ruiser, h it us. It v1as like 

a puppy being smacked by a truck. These hits knocked out the 

after fire room. and enGine room, lost all power to the 
steering encine, all por1er to the after three 5-inch 5ID1s 

' 
. and rendered the g·~{ro conpass useless." 

At this sta::;e of the. b2.ttle confusion rei6ned supreme. 
Smoke and showers rendered the location of escorts a matter 

of by guess and by God. 

Hoel was the screen fl~..__,ship. Her skipper, Co::J112.ndcr 

L.S. Kintberger, reported she commenced 2,n 8.~pro8.ch on the 

nearest battleship, Konzo, ,·lhich v12.s then about 7} mil~s 

NE of the spot where Kumano was tor~)edoed .. The ran6 e was 

then 18,000 yards. She o:pened gunfire at 14,000 yards, and 

so did the eneey, At 0720 she received a hit on the brid6 e 

which destroyed all voice r2dio cornmunicJ.tion. ·rvrn minutes 

later, at a r2,n~e of 9000 :yr:?.rci.s, she launched a nalf-salvo 

of tor9edoes at Konco, then steerin~ an ev~sive course of 

1,1-0 ° at 20 knots., J:he r,--:sul ts v,ere unobserved, but Kon50 ' s 

Action Report st2tes that she avoided four torpedoes- by 

by turninJ sh .. :.rD left at 07 33. Before the pf' i~)h ' 1 had run 
<.._;} ... 

their course Hoel received hits on her after fireroom. and 

after turbine, knocking out three [;Uns 2nd the port enJir:e 
and j~1~r.1in_; the rudder h .:=:.rd ri __ ;l1t. J3cfore stccrin~; controJ 

could be shifted aft , Hoel found hers~lf hc~d cd str2i~ht for 

thG ba-ttle~.1hi9 that nhc v;o.s on__;u~:;inG. ''Guns Non. 1 and 2 



continued to fire on the tar Jets of op1Jortuni ty. 11 Seldom 

has a destroyer encountered so r.iany opportunities. 
Hoel nay have been Kuri ta I s :Lu2.6 inary rrcruiser obse~ved 

blo\·lin6 up and sL1kinc at 0725, rr but she v;asn•t sunk yet. 

The one idea of her skip9er, as of Commander \/_D. Thomas 

(Comdesdiv 91) on board, nas to inflict naximum dama;e on 

the enemy ~hile she floated, in the hop~ of divertin6 CTajor­

caliber fire from the escort cLrriers and giving them a few 

minute's grace. So, undismayed by the loss of' one engine, of 
her Mark-37 fire control director, of BD radar, of brid~e 
steerin6 control and of three out of five 5-inch guns (all 

shot out by Kongo), Hoel returned to the fray in the hope of 

getting the rest of her torpedoes into Ha6'U.ro, which was 

leadins the ,Japanese cr,uiser column . .At about 0750, 1using 

·manual tr2Jin and selective ain with the torpedo officer on 

No. 2 mount due to the loss· of corrmrunications with the tor1Jedo 

mounts," a half salvo of torpedoes v1as launched at the J.eading 

cruiser at a ranee of about 6000 yards, target ans le 50 . 

de6rees. All torpedoes ran 11hot, straicht and normal" and 

"lar-:5e coltlfil:.""1.S of water were observed to rise from the cruiser 

at about the time scheduled for the torpedo run." Japanese 

records indicate that these torIJedoes missed, whj_ch is 
difficult to accept, ns thero r-.:ere no bo~~1bers ·about :2 t the 

time to create the ~eyser effect with their near-misses. 
Hoel, riinus one en6 ine 2nd three of her 5- inch ~:;uns, v12s 

not so lucky. She atte1apted to retire south'//eDterly, but · 

could not ~et out of the box into which her commander•' s 

coura~e h~d led her~ Kon~o lay 3000 yards on her port beam 

and the he2-vy cruisers v.rer-e 7000 y2.r<ls on her starboe:ird 

quarter. Her one en6 ine turned up jus ~ enou~·h speed to "string 

alon_;-'' v1ith tho enccy, but not e~1on~h to pull cl:--:.".r. Ever~y 

J2,paneso shil) within rcm._.e took 2 crnck 2~t her, but by 

fishtail in_;)· :md chc:.s in(_~ s ~11vos she ·.-,·c . .:; ;.::.blc: to kc op e,f J.02. t 

for an hour and five rn.inute8 after her f j rnt hit, o.nJ her 

tv✓0 bow --->uns bo.rked continuously at vr'l10-tevor enorny seemod the 
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most me.n2.cin;-, expendin0 some 500 rounds of 5-inch 38 bet v,·een 

them. She took over 40 hits: 5-inch, 8-inch and even 16-inch. 

All thos s of majo~ caliber were arm6r-piercinG and went ±ight 

throu~h without expl odin.;, but the~,r vmre punching her £ull of 

·holes below the w2.ter-line. The Japanese heavy ships :passed 
so close that Hoel 's crew observed their "pit ifuln 2.nti­

aircraft firG, which they said resembled the llzone-barr2.6e 11 

systen tL2t the United States Havy had abandoned in 1942. 
Hoel' s crew cot a clos2r look at Ymj_ato than did any other 

American bluejackets. 

Finally at 0830 an 8-iuch shelJ_ put the r ,emaining 

engine and ~enerator out of cor®ission and Hoel went dead in 

the water. All engineerin~ spaces were flooded, No.l magazine 
v,as afire, the ship listed heavily to port and settled by 

the stern, and at 0835 the word passed: 'Prepare to abandon 

ship. u The firemen md Viater tenders vmnt about t:tcir task 

preparing thG engineering plant so that no explosions wou.ld 

occur, and Hoel ~as left t o her fate. The Japanese continued 

to pump shells into her, and at 0855 she rolled over and sank 

in aoout 40CO f'athor.1s. 

Cormnander Thomas, the screen commander, was severe1y 

wounded, but recovered; Commander KintberGer, v,ho also sur­

vived, v,rote a seacran ' s epitaph to this Beii1or2.ble action: -

"FULLY COGHIZAHT OF TH2 nmvri11\.JLE RESULT OF ENGAGING SUCH 

VASTLY SUPID~IOR FO~C33, TE~'.3 :~ Lt~n P~:-1FO=~=.~-!~D TILSIR AS SIGIT ~m 

DUTIES COOiiY AHD EFF~CIEI~TlY UITTIL THSIR SHIP WAS SHOT 

F nm..1 mrJJs::1 ~L1I-iET1I. 1
' 

11Little \"iolves 11 Count eratto.ck 0750-0918 ---------- -~- ~·--------·------ - ····--· ·---~ ' -·-·· -
Hoel and Beermann were not alone in this second tor:pcdo 

attack, nor ,.~.·as Hoel the only loss. V/ben Admiral Clifton 

SpraJ;UC ordered thr; second turpodo attack o.t 0742 he us (:d his 

code no..?.·d for ti1c clcstroyer3, 11 ·,lolves me.kc tor,cdo ntto.ck. 11 

The destroyer c::-;c ort:J Y:erc knorm 2.s the riL it t1o \'/olvoo, " cmd 

Lieu tcn~u1t IL \'l. CopcL:.nd us::n of 3a@.wl 13. Bo1Jorts v,rQs so 
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eacer to Jet into it that he si_:naled Co8Illandcr Th om2.s, the 

screen conm.ande.r: nno you v.rant Little ~;/elves to go in with 

V/olves?" Thomas replied '1Hega.tiv,e, " but quickly follov1ed that 

d.iscouragin.:=; ·word v-ri th 11Little rtolves form up for s econd 

attack." That did not hel:9 matters mu.ch, 2.s the DEs never had 

b8en t2.u_:;}1t to rrfo!"'n u~ n and hcud nGver delivered a torpedo 

attack. They v,ere in sone\r;hc.t the san!e situation as the raotor 

torpedo bo8.ts, !Ilountin5 torl)edoes but with no ch2.nce to use 
them, as their ero.ployE1ent in the Pacific had been almost 

entirely in autisubm~rine work. But they f'li_nched not; and 
Roberts, despite the clear inti~ation th~t she ~as not wanted 

in the destroyer colu1nn, ta5ged along 3000 :yards behind Hoel 

an.d Beermann re.ther than seek out her fellows on the other 

flank of the c2,rrier forra2.tion .. 

And so the Roberts-, Rayraond, Dennis and .Eutler ~ot into 

·the action too, closin_; the enemy, firin6 their torpedoes and 

five inch guns and laying the sraoke screens 1ivhich r1ere such 

an important part of the action. 

11he Roberts was first hit 2.t 0850 and later took trrn 

or t.r...ree 14 inch HC shells v1hich put her out of 2.ction. She 

san...1-r at·,1005 .. The others, thouch takinz sor.1e hits, survived. 

Johnston's final act was ·to take O!l five enemy destroyers 

and she mano.!._--;e d to bluf'f the enemy into a prem2..t~e torpedo 

attack. Under Bn avalanche of shells she finally s2nk at 

1010. The Heerne,nn , thou_~h badly holed and dovm by the bo·:,r , 

survived. 
DesJi te the brc:;,Ve action of the escort s thG encr~y vms 

able to close thR cErriers whose speed vms onJ.y 17{'- knots and 

sank Ga~bior Bny. 
However the relentless as :,aul ts upon the encHy b:y .. the 

screen and by every available air craft ½bich delivered 

torpedo, bonbin~ anc1 strafing attacks paid off. Ea~~ro and 

Tone, two of the four hea,.ry cruisers t}1 2t endc8.vorcd to close 

the })Ort fJn.nk, broke off at 0905 and 09?0 respr.:ctively; the 



other two, Cl:okai 2nd Chiku.mo., vmre sunk by a conibination 

of air and surface attacks .. i"\dmiral Kuri ta' s fihal offensive 

-shru.st v1t:;.s the dcstro~/er att2.ck \';hich went hone at 0915 o.nd 

was thr,c..rtcd by Johnston. In Aa..miral Spro.~ue 's or;m rmrds: 

"At 0925 i--::y mind ,vo.s occupied v:ith dodsin6 torpedoes 

when near the brid;e I heard one of the si6nalilleJ yell, 

"Godd2.2i t, boys, they' re ~e~ ti.n0 e.vmy ! u I could not believe 

my eyes, b1;.t it loolrnd as if the ·whole J2-pnnese :rl0et was 

indeed retirin.;. Hm·?ever, it took a v,hole series of reports 

from circlin_z planes to convince me. And still I could not 

get the fact to soak into by battle-numbed brain. At best, 

I had expected to be sv1irnmin6 by this ti:,ie. n 

The main action was over. 

As previously noted, Admiral CJ~ Sprague 's ur6ent voice 

cal~ for help v12..s tr2n2::n.i tted at 070l and Acl.1J1iral T. L . 

Sprague vdthin four minutes had req_uested and received 
• • --P t,, ..:l ..... • 1 TT. 1 • d t 1 h 11 · 7 bl permission .1...rom .. i. ,..!J1.i.l r2 n.l~rai o aunc_ a · avai_2~ e 

planes to strike the enern.y fleet. Preparations for this v:ere 

in pro~ress v;hen suddenly vm c2.1ae under attack f r or1 a 

different source. 

Again let me quote f'rom SaL.1uel Eliot i.Iorison: 

Enter _ Kanikaze L-07 40-1130 _ Oct ob_er _25 
11m-en nfter Kuri t a retired the brittle w~)s not over for 

the escort carriers. Other hostile forces had been releQsed 
v;hich h2d to be d G2.l t ~:lith; srnae of tho r:1 \·.'ere ~lr8a dy bein~ 

fou,_;ht durin6 the main phase o:f thG battle. Re.~r Admiral 

T.1. Spr2~ue 's Taffy 1, conprisin~ three 3an~a~on class and 

on•e Kaiser class escort carr i er , rd.tb a scre:en of three 

destro;,rers 2.ncl five DEs, ,.~12.s h2.vin_:_; a tou~~h 1i:;ht to the 

southriard., ~Phis ,-;roup had the honor of receiv in..:~ the first 

deliber:.:t o IC~---:iikazc suicide plane attack of the V/8.r. 

"To.ff;I 1, in it :.3 r8~.,7.1l ~1c d :-J.y op0r2·biri.:.··~ arGa about 40 

r.lilcs of_[' Siar~_)? .. o IsL:.nd, r-J.,nd D 0 ,,.1. 0 130 ;, 1.1.lc0 to the: south­

rn. r c1 of T cJ' f ~r 3 , h 'J d 1 o. u n ch t; cl o. st rt~;: G of 11 1\ v- on_ . c rs n n d 

17 I-Iellc~tt 8 to ,join the cho.so down SuriL: vo Str~dt, an hou~ 



before the battle opened off Sam2r. As soon as word came 

tf)Touzh of the attack on Taffy 3, "Tommy" Spr2.;ue prepe.red 

t·o send as-.::ist .'.J.nce to his friend "Zi0G·y", and did. His 

carriers were in the process of recoverin5 and rearni~~.; 

planes returninc from other missions at 0740 v1hen they were 

ju.i"Ilped by six J apanese 3)lanes f rorJ. Dav2.o. 
11Sant0e h ad just finished lau!1~chirr~ five ~C3LTs and ei,~ht 

FH-2s Yvhen a Japanese pl2.ne dove onto her out of a cloud, 

and so near th2..t no cuns could be brou3.ht to bear. It c2.me 
in strafing , crashed the fliGht deck on the port side forTiard 
~and contin.ued o:i. throu~h the h an_:2-r deck. The ex,?losion 

blew a hole 15 by 30 feet, and staried fires in the immediate 
vicinity of eight' 1000-pound bonbs. Failure of these bor1bs 

to detonate is ,probably the most fortunate event in Santee's 

lon~ and active career ~_The fire ~aa brou~ht under control 
by 0751, but the carrier sustained 43 casu2.lties , 16 of them 

:fatal. 
"Ee.lf 2. minute Rfter this .suicide crash m1other Kamikaze 

circled Sv_vmnnee astern, and, ·.ahen hit by her antic:drcraft 

fire, spiraled dovm and rolled over into a dive, heading 

for San.;aI!lon, One 5-inch shell fired by Suwannee hit the 
plane y;hen it v12.s about 500 feet frou her sister flattop, 

causi~J it to swerve and s9l2sh at a sare distance. At the 

same ti!Je Petrof 3ay vms closely missed by a third }Camikaze 
which w2.s knocked do':m by antiai ~craft fire. 

11Five minutes after the fi~e h.':d 1oen extin.~uished on 

Santee, she Tias hit on the starboard side between fraraes 58 

and 60 by a torpedo, lau~ch8d by Jcpanesc submarino·I-56. 

The explosion caused a certain amount of d8ma~e, but no 
casualties. l-56 h;~~d picked the i;;ron__; shj_:9, for the lo.rjc 
convortod tankers of this clews safely absorbed hi ts th2t 

would have been lethal to the Kaiser cl~ss . Santee, with a 

sli~ht list fro11 f'loodin~; , mis makin_; 16-} knots bc:fore ei:;ht 

bells struck. 
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"Suwannee, after shootin.3 dorm tvm Zekes, spotted a 

third off her stern, circlin~ in the clouds at 8000 feet. 

Her antiai!"craft gun"YJ. ... ers ·were on it in a jiffy. It rolled 

over, snoking, toward the carrier's starooard side and then 
plu.i."'!illJ.eted, hi ttin,; Suvmnnee about 40 feet f or1.72.rd of the 

after elev2.tor, ?Jakin5 a 10-foot hole in the :fli;-ht deck. 

Its boE.b ex:9loded bet·aeen the fliciht and hangar decks, 

tearin~ a 25- foot hole in the latter, injurin5 the main 
deck and causing nUlilerous casualties. The £ire on the han6ar 
deck was promptly quenched but the after pJ.ane elevator 
remained inoperative. ITithin two hours the fli~ht deck 

damage had been teN:pora.rily repe.ired so that landin~s could 
be made, and at l009 air operations were resur.1ed." 

It was shortly after this tilae that the CVE St .. Lo of 

Admiral CAF Sprague 1 s group which had survived the attack of 
Kuri tars Genter Force v;as struck by a Kamikaze which 

crashed through the flight deck and burst into flames below. 
The resulting- explosions of torpedoes and bombs on the 

han6ar decl:: li ters.lly bleT,? the shi:p c.p2.rt 2.:8d shG su .. nl-t at 

1125 W1der a cloud of dense suoke .. 
.Again let us return to San1 Ilorison: 

"Around noon on 25 Oct ober, and ai:;2.in at 1220, three or 

four enemy fishter planes carryin& bombs a ttacked . Taffy 1 and 
·were driven off b~y ships• ;u.nfire. To.ff~? l t2:on steaned in. 

a northeasterly dirsction to join Taffy 3, 2nd at 1700 

launched all ren::iir~in;_; pl211es to 2.tt2.ck I{uri t,: ' s Cent er 

Jore e, r:hich by ths. t t inc rv'~s ~ .. 7ell out 01 r 2.n~ e. I.I2-ny pl2nes 

of this 6roup landed on ·rc.1clobun 11'ield; others :=ictde ni6ht 

landin:::s on Santee and :Petrof Bay around 1945. At 2'237, . 

before rendezvous 'r·;i th To.ffy 3 wao effect2d, destroyer 

escort Coolbo:u~:h (Lieutenant Commander S, T. Hotchkiss USLR) 

of the screen si~htod 2 subr.a--:-;.rine 9eriscO!Je in the d:~:. rkncss. 

Admiro.l S}_)r2.:;uo imaecli.2-tely ordered 2. 90-do._)r -~-:o c:.1c1\;cncy 

turn. Just as it we,s cornp1ctocl, a torpedo possed alor..{; c:::~ch 



r side of Petrof Bay. Coolbnuc:h prODJ>tly att2.cked the sub­

:rµe..rine v,i th hed;·eho~, unsuccessful J.y. * T2.f'fy 1, after 

sight in_:; Taffy 3 and exch2.11~in;; s i 6nals, turned southward 

again. Hext m.ornin6 , 26 October, destroyer ,e sc ort Richard 

TL Rm?ell of the screen nade a sound contact on a submarine. 

Within h2.lf an hour she had sighte d the periscope and 112.de 

a series of h~dcehog 2nd depth-charze attacks; but that 

I-bo2.t, too, ~ot avmy. " 

Let ne s2.y 2. litt1e mo!'e about thi s submarine encounter. 

The ni6ht of 25 October v;as bri6ht and clear vii th a 

parti2.l 1100:n 2nd about 15 Jmots of ·wind to produce a sliJht 

sea v1hich sp2.rkled with reflected moonlight. Our speed was 

about 15 knots and our posit i on in the screen was off the 
st.arbo8,rd' bm7 of the· :forrr_ati on of' CV.Es . I \72.s enjoying ~he .. 

.. n ight air and compl2..cent in the knm·✓led;-e that at least for 

a while v;,e ·,;;ould have no nore K~ik2.zes. 

Sudde_nly and si.mul taneously reports ca.me in .fro!ll the 

Combat Infor1;1s.t;io11 Cen.tei-· clild fi-·0~1 tl1£: .sonc:.r o_;;er2.t or en 

the brid.ce, r2.d2.r contac t and sonic ":9in0 " l200 :y2,rds on 

the st2rbo2rd bow. 

Immediately vie n otified the flagship, set a shallow 

pattern on our depth ct.2r ges , and proc eeded for the attack . 
The scenario y;as entirely i n accordance vii th tbe m211y 

practice sessions we h 2 d been through. 

·~nth attac}~ speed of l5 lmots and t 2.r\~·ot speed of about 

four to five knots, a!)proachin~-, the tLLe invoJ.ved Ylas to be 

a short t~o =inut es. 
The son~r r ecorder tr2ces c cne in at just the ri~ht 

an-=-;le of a p ~r oe .. ch tor,a rd the point . at v1hich I ,·muld call 
11Roll one . " But then, 2s the crucial no1.1en t dr9v1 irnninent, 

somethin6 went wrong. The recorder, so crucial to the 

-K-:Rear Adra . T .L. Spr~._:;1.rn Tie:9ort J).31 . 1\/e sa·1'/ it explode," 
said Lt. D:=-:.vi.d ~\chcson U;3 ~;:~ oi' Coolbc:,u_)1 to tl!n 1,?ritr:r, "but 
Only ,,. o ... _ 1:11·1 ::i :1o;"8C'r< -·;1 °n..1..1., 11 Gcri1-1··1 n . T0 '1')n· r.l~·c ,.. 1 1 ~d rt.-.11· ,·,n r~ll.b-' CJ L, c.... ~ -c...v ,.,)", -' a..)-...) l .. ._. • _ .. ...__, ' c_ v,.. ~ - c:,_....,.. , ..,.. ..,; '---• J.. L-1.. ___ c_....._ l..) 

m-~1rinc 1..Jo>·:cs L1c1ic:-:.t --; th' _t thi:::; ~ub::t : ri: :c c:id not ~~ii"lk . It 
was prob2bly ~- J G2 . P os ~Lti on -.·:~o l~.t. 0~10 5~: ' IT , l on :.-;. 1 27° 30' :: . 

The r1cn tj 011 of J1cc1 :cho:; her{; is j )1c o rTc :~t, t11· ·t c :--~ -u~ 
l r:.tcJr . 
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oper2.tion, quit. r.=y only recourse sce~11ed to bo to c:;uest ir:12.te 

our rate of conver~ence and roll the charzes with hope and 
a prayer. To be effective the explosion would have to occur 

within a feu feet of the target. 

Lookin.;- off the starboard bow alon[; the path of the 

moon i:--1 the direction of our q_uarry I vms suddenly J'8.lvanized 
to see a perisco~e ~lintin~ in the noonlight. Its a~pro2ch 
was such that it would about collide with our fantail, 

A m.oment later one of the crev: on deck sa·:✓ the s2:1e 

thing. His react i on v:,as immediate. Pointing his fin6 er at it 
he ran aft to~ard the depth char~es and in his excite~cnt he 
swallowed the quid of tobacco he was chewing. 

Forgetting the scientific approach I watched the peri­

scone nroceed tmw.rd the uroner uoint and then called for . - - - ...... 

the char3es to be roll~d. 
Seconds that seemed like hours Dassed before the first 

- t(c '!':R. I' f-1.....,_ U1.L'1..<-l c.. h L' ~1'.:z-
de pt h cha~6 e expl oded. Then almost sit1ultaneously~thcre 

follm-,ed a sh2.ttering explosion. The shi:p shook likP. a mouse 

being shaken by: 2 terrier as a vast column of flame and 
(l lt-t.4/11. .-l :.,;, -<{ 

debris shot~ feet into the air c l ose on our port quarter. 
Hy reflex v,as to give a 2;reat shout - 2. cheer of suddenly 

released tens i on and for the success of our attack. A~ a 
resv.lt I pro"m.ptly lost my voice, an infirmity which 2.lrn.ost 

drove me out of my mind for th8 next two days. 

J3y this time Taffy 1 vr2.s so;-~-ie diste.nce ar/ay and L':oving 

out. rte v1ere directed to remai.n in the 2.rca and search :for 

debris, oil samples or human remains. 
':le were convinco cJ- thc.t 1,·/e had S8cn the submarine eXt">lode 

but non~ the less we ca rried out a retirinz s earch plan in 
a half hearted v;2..y. Qoon r;c ·~·:ere alone on the oceo.n ·;/ith no 

tar;ets on the r ad2r scrcen c 

An hour or tt;w wont by before the· r ~:. dc.r oper2tor 

announced th:i.t he httd tv:o cont acts a p :)roo.·chi nJ froD the north. 

As we watchPd t1rn:n they st.::J.r tnd to t2.lk bet\rncn thcJ!.selvcs 

on tho ?1U vo l ce r :.J. u.io. ~:hoy rwre t ·.-10 FJ.e tcho.t' Cl r.!.:J8 

clestroyc:rs c.nc1 thc .L r c oJ1vcr~--.:at ion \Jent ~:.s f ollorm: '' ','/olf one 



from )/olf two, I have ''skunk" (unidentified cont2.ct) on 

oe2.rin.3· 175 range 10,000 y e:rds, over." (The e:e2.ct range and 

reciprocal bea rin~ of one of our radar contacts.) 
":'lolf tvto fro:i"J )/ol f one, I see that skunk too, over." 
Then there w2.s a pause . I reached for our TBS to i dent i=:y 

ourselves 2nd set the.i.r minds at eas e ... \fter a day such 2.s 

we had all exJ erienced ~e ~ere a ll apt to be a little 
tri66er happy. I Pas suddenly dism~yed to find thQt our TBS 
was dead. The shock of the recent explosion h2d jarrG d 

something out. Our ship, like myself, was voiceless. 
''ii/olf one fro:n \'/olf two, shall I open fire? over. rr 

For a moment th.ere was a pre~nant silence, on our part 

filled with a few silent pr2yers. 

Then, "'~-rolf two from lNolf one, neza ti ve, he shor:s 

slightly nfriendly" to.me, out. n 

Our IFF (Identific2tion Friend or Foe) signal, thoueh 

very faint (due no doubt to its recent ellaking) saved the day. 

With a sish of relief Ou.T' 

from the rad2r scope. 

V/hen morninG c ame ther •e v.ias no debris to be found. 

Was there none, or was it due to havinG lost the spot. of 
ex21losion due to our se2-rch and retirement from the tv,o 

destroyers? Just after davm we received orders fro~::1. TaffJr 1 

to rejoin the screen, and for the rest of the morninJ Tie 

resum0d our re~ular duties. 
no~:, let :r.1e turn aw-a.in to Sam I.Iorison: 

"Short ly 2ftc.r noon 26" October, the ICarnik2.2es pulled off 

another attack on T:..,~ffy 1, then at l at. 09 37 1 H, lonj'. 126 

53 1 E. Her orn1 comba t air p2.trol saved Santee frou1 tnelve 

Judys. San.;mnon 2.nd Petrof Bay were n2.r:cor1ly :inissed . A Zel~ e 

that chose Sur:2.nnee ns the t1lac0 to die ere.shed a torncdo-
~ ~ 

bomber which had just been recovered and vms sittinJ' on the 

for~/.:c~rd 010v·1 tor . Both planes ex1Jl oded, l)oth !)il o tn and 

two crertmen rmr0 killed, nin0 mo.re p1o.nes spotted on the 
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flight deck forward v1ere it-nited and exploded, lishting a 

fire that v,ras only subdued after several hours of h~·!.rd v1ork . . 

JJespi te this and her earlier mishap, Suvmnnee' s luck held; 

the :plane's depth ch2.r~es burned but did not explode. But 
the c2rrier lost 85 killed, 58 missin3 and 102 r;ounded, smi:e 

of who2 subsequently died. 

·~~The story of 2n w1...l<:nm7n hero of Sw.~12.nnee is told by 

Commander S. Van l.Iater , her executive officer. j_ nur.ibe!"' of 

men in the forecastle were cut off from the rest of the ship 

by :flanes. 

"After several calls to have medical supplies brou _;ht to 

the forecastle _:for those seriously injured were unproductive 

of results, an enlisted man inforfled Chief Avi2.tion 

Electrician's ~.:ate C.N. Bnrr that he would tr~r to .:;et throu_;h 

tpe £la~es to cet medical supplies because he could no lonfer 

· st2...nd the sufferin~s of the vJOunded. Despite Barr• s efforts 

to stop hi.!!1, the m.Hn oJ.imbed to the 20-rri_T~ mov_n.ts just 

forw2rd of the fli~ht deck. A second later a torpedo-bomber 

directly in his path exploded and the nan vas seen holdinG 
on the starboard side of the fli5ht deck with one le& blo,m 

off. A moment later he fell into the _~ate~ and was not see n 

again. ~very effort to ascertain his nar1e has proved 

unavailing. 
11 S0 it is in any battle. The efforts of many an un.1~novm 

sailor s2.ve h lmdreds of h is shipne,tes' lives and turn 

possible dis2ster into victory. Others, like the unknovm 
hero of Suv.18,nnee, f2,il ~-loriously in the atte!:1:0t , but th~)ir 

exam:ple is not lost. 1·1s Pindar v,rote 2500 yeG.rs a,10: -

Across the frv_i tful e :::rth and o' or tho sea 

Shoots a bris-ht beam of noble cleods, unq_uench~ble ... u 

We were the escort cloFJ est to Suv;rrnnee v111en she took 

this Xan:1ika::~o and so \V8 were ordered to st~:nd by and to J)ick 

up survivors. 
L.1r2.n0r of her cro-_·i1 r1or0 bl.or.n ovcrbo;1.rd C!, t the tirw oi 
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the ini tio.l GXJ)losions and m~.1.ny on the forccast1e:: vrho were 

cut off by flnr.1es fro1;1 the rest of the ship jumped . overbo ~1. rd. 

The sea ·was everywhere dotted with fi __ ~ures floritin~; in life 

jackets. 

li'ortunately the seu v;as aluost flat calm so th.~·Lt fron 

the brid.;e we h2.d perfect vis ibilj_ty. \'/0 put over tho v.rho.J.o 

boat and life rafts to pick men out of the r;atcr 1 t~nd abo~,rc1 

the ship we strung every av2 il2ble boardin~ net over the 

side. In thc:,t wav I could r.1.2.noever the shi·o to nick some 
t, - ~ J. 

up directly. 

I.~ ?rob] c~~1 r12.s co;:ipli c atca. by my lac l~ or voice. I sr: t 

in my c rrntai.n 1 s ch:}.ir in the starbo[~rd bricl.--:e vli.tF and k01) t 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

Die :-:: V/ern!-::c1rn., rry exec, at rny elbow. In 8, ho~_:.rs.c voice I 

would t.•.fh'isJ)cr i~·'Jr orders in his ea,r fo r hin to rel~lY as 

req_uircd. 

All h2nds available for the nurnose lined the ruiJ.s to 

help su.rviv<:r-.s abo.:.:.rd. Some v1e~ --c j_n [:ood cm~c7iticn a ·.~1c1 co-uld 

taJ.rn c ~-,ro o.-T tb emfJe lve~~, but ffi0,ny r;1crc tEH'~j_ b1y b: .. n•1,cd and 

had otlwr injurj_Gs ., 

One of t.h::: colored stev.r::1,rds • r.12.tes \·.1rw u.:ft l ie1:·:d.n(; • Ee 

t72.s 1) e cl a nc r:i.r b,r a n.kl e to hell) br in~·:: the 111.::.m c-J.b 0 2.rd. Sud cJ crn] v 
'-.J ~ ,:] -· ...,..,... ,) 

he tu.rnc d to .i.ir. Smi. th . 

suh! 11 

S1:d tty I'(!~, l j_ 8 d , 11 Of c our f:3 •:-.: it i G , th.:-:, t rn n n r r; cl e ~ d ! rr 

Jol'msun, ~Nho c ould dc~~l y.rith tho livs 01wn very v.1011 

took off f OJ:"1>'~:.rd Jikc a .rr.::.bb i t. 
The Ch:i.ef _d)(.~r 1a{:;,ciDt:-3 )tbtc, fLL. 1.h.c~·s , too l~ c::i.re of 

the burned and in~ju.rcd ai1d st2Y/ thnt they ;v1t=Jro t ,.~ 1'.e:11 or 

conducted to thn V/ardroo~1 1, tho bnttl0 d.1:or;:=d.n:_~ E3 t: tion, -ror 

omor __ ~· oncJr tl'o~.1:tuont. ~joon evory .cwal] 2.ble: D!):_~cn rt . . u L U.J cd 

in tho off icors qw.1rt()l"'S and d o\·m bcJ.oVl in tr..o bcrthinc 

spnces nec,r the sic ].-:- b; 1,y .. 

At lar.;t \'/C lw d pic1rncl ur 9J surv:l.vor:-_; and 01,n 



man who v,i~,s s o bc.dly injured th~:,t he died c.l.8 he V/r~ S bei :~_; 

to.ken ab or: .. rd . That evcn i n~ r,e c onduc t ed bL1.rial r~t sc:-i f or 

h i m. 
Nine st ro tcher CtLiJCS r'.'.:c1u i re d tJ,:-;s i -:t ince beJond the 

c ::~pabili t ics of ou r Cbief r 'h:·-ri.~--c i~Tt ' ~_:3 1~:_·~t'.:! and tl1 ·-~se 1.·/e 

tre n :-·; ferro d , secur e ly 12sb~d i::i.t o 1r..et:.¥l l i ttrrs , to lT. :~3 . :-) . 

sAn~m10n . 
SU"/l.:\HSE , b'.:lvin__; sui'fer ccl K2,~~1i1cse hj_ts for· .. ·:arcl 2.nd o.ft 

vns n ow out of .scrviGe .. i-Tonetheless \-,-·e rt)I'l~lined i _rl the nree 

on ni";ht r e ttTement unttl 0c~12 on 27 October wr..en we received 

order s t o dep~:.I't ~; . G." /'7 .4 2-ml es c ort :m,//'.l\~ '.•:E to I.t:-::nus v:Lc1, 

Kos s o l ::.lo·::. J s , Pal au , w h L~ re 2, ho (3 l) it a 1 s 1; i fl T.,., o.. fl r-•. n c} 1 o r Gd • 

v1ss ov2r. 

On..o of th2 :.1 ost heroic fc~-:, -~uros of this lt_·st exn9.r:i~, .. :nce 

wc.s th<.:: tirele ;3~1 ;:tiniDt.·('~_1-tions tu th2 bur·nod e,nd j_11jJrcd 

r endered by ·.r·ic1(s r~nd his J:E:,n:y volll.'L'Jtecr ;;.r-3sj_:::_;t.·nts for 

whic h the~r c~,11 etJ.rnecl thr~ endur .I.nL; ...:,r~~'L .i tu c.1 e of i.hc tJY'c~vc 

r1e n tho:,.r s erv e:d . I re c OH1?t2nd od him for t .r10 Br on ? 8 3t: · . .r ~j JcJ_ 

whic h I 1:--:tor h:-~d the p1casuro of' :prc:~,;:;entin~~; to hin . 



., 

I 

u .Lober ~u~ i 0<1,1 

So much has bap·osned since I la.st r,rote ( thou:3h ti1e 'letter hc1.s not 
yet been t1ailsd) th-:'l-c I sc~rcely Jmow 1-:-!iere to st:::J?t. tnd tl1e 

. censorship 1'€,;ula ti.J21s are suc11 that eVf!:. if I did I scrircely bl.o't": 
··-v:hat I c~ s2..y. In &; last letter I 6.escribed 2.t so'!le det2.il our first 
air att2.ck'. Eou tbfl.t ·1s such ~.ncirnt history the:t it is al.East 
~orgottsn i~ li;ht of t~e more recent 2LLd far mor0 terrible tr~ngs 
that h2..ve h:.1Jp~"'1ed. First, t:b.ough., I c2-11 s2y th2.t the Ufi.ghti:::ig. 
Coolbrmgl1TT h2i.s so i'2.r co!Je · tln .. u tLYlscathed, md for all her exueri e.nccs 
has emerged a bett2r ship tb2n ever. ~ · ' 
J .. bou·t a cay or so ~fter I last -r:rote, things b-og;m to reaJ.ly hot up. · 
You undoubtedly re~d tibQut ~/!lat I arJ refe:'ring to in the llff't~spu.pers, 2s 
but ,1:ri ttm in a f2.r more optinistic vein tb.Dn the one in Y.hich r~·e 
actu~-uly lived through then, ~he losses"v .. hich you read of occurred 
just over the 11orizon f:'on us, 2nd had it not been for tne su~erb work 

· o:t n fev; smr::J.1 sbins the-:re is no telli-rig hov~· :nnny more losses there 
might h~.ve been. bur grdilp~Zfo\~;t7er; v:as :far from unscathed., ~.!ld got y, 
a good taste of the Japs fxo.3 2.1Jove and belo1;l - though fortunately 4{,.;_; 
11ot f:rom surf~ce craft. It is a revelrrt1011 to see v.tha.t suicidcl ~2J.li.2.c s 
they actu2.lly e.re, but it is also a rzvclation to see nm·r infinitsly 
superior our ta~ttcs-' our d2=12.ge control &nci our spirit is to thei:;s. 
One of our ships" after recei1.,-j_::ig t~io crippling blo"r"IS v;i thin a few 

_ minutes of each other, reported "ready for duty in all respects" r .-1 th~n 
an hour m1d a 112.lf. Th0 S:}i.ri -=c of the nen has also been sunerb. 'i,C 

have had nm, tc:ken aboard- b _ere:, .-:ho have been so horribly bu:rned th2_t 
it ,,'as a.lr:10st irJpossi~---le to distinguish their fo2.tures, but -;.ho ne~,· c r 
gave any hint as to their :pain ru:1d could e.ctuc.J.ly smile and say they 
wore fine. 

of- t,vC.. qM~? 

l?ortun~tely for us tbe cscarts"did not tc.i~e much of a pasting~ G"'ld 
iu our Cc)_se ,·;e r:ere able to dish 1 t out in so~ c s::Jc~11 r:easure. 0:--. e 

.. n..i.ght whEn 1·;e y;ere scree..."1.L'rlg ou:r· foroation~ ~,·e -picked up a sub:n2:ri.~e rJ:r:....- ­
contact &i"1.d ":.1ent in fo1~ t.De atta.ck. \'.~e actuo..lly sav.~ his periscope ii .. -~ ~ 
close aboard 2nd had the E2tisfc1ction of blo-;.-in6 h ira to strn.11 pieces 
in a very ~pec~;~c:il2..r ex,loslon. ~.He . 11a d e_lready fiz~cd one to:!":pe:?.oJ 
,vbich f0rtun2tely missed its m2.rk~ pu-t be never had 8 _cbmce to fire 
tbe.r0stoi'tbeu1 ♦ .. ( ·•. _ · ·. eSuwr,,,,i:-,-i,) 

'Lb o~--r fr~...,,,,,,. q.., P •~K ~ ~ v P r-r.:~"·\. lJ~ ~ 

Not long afterward, as ·we had acquired", 2.. r8.tbcr full pc1.sse:nger J.i;:t, - t, '. 
,,:e v:e1.,e desi£;!1nted to escort one shipr b2~clc to · v~lwre v:e no\'.:' &:re~--- -This 
1ittlc r£st h~s bern very ,-:-elco:ne to sll h~1.ds_1 I c2..n z.ssure you. 
Althaugn.,·l·nere ,;;e no:-; nre 1\e c::i .. n he2_1 ... ,Jf!.ps firin~ :..~-v.,2.y on the bea.ch ~'l 
it scei11S to us to be 2 -..~cry b&ckw2rd 21·en. At le2.s t ~-e h2ve h:::.d the 
8atisfc:ction of be-in0 on tl1e spot vJ1sn the goin~ 1':e.s tou g}-wst ~md 
things looked blac}~est. 1.Jo.,~~r, 2s you h·,;. VC 1"\ced in the p2pcrs!I our little 
yellov; friencls 112.ve v.ithdrcn-c.n 2nd thinr;s r:re 2.~;~;ur.ning a mo rG iout:~e 
nspoct,, I ho)c y..-e shc1.ll lJe s2TI.t back j_n egain, Lut at tho moment I 
huvc no idea y:"hat tl-1ey h2\re in store for us. 

It has been a dre2.dfull:1 1on6 ti"!"1e since ~' :· e brive rscetved a'l.y 1!lail-; 2nd 
it. v;ill be 2. !'{JU Ch_ lc:-i[;cr ti;J8 bciore r~e t~et r'ny I i'earll ,;,-hen ,·:8 left 
t1s10epy Eo1lo\\ 1t'1 C:/'·ei~rs ti~;O it sceJ1s I) \\·c ciircct.cd our rmdl to be 
for 1,\c.rdcd to y hnt v:e: t'11€n t!1ons11t v:ns to be our clcstl:J.~tian, so no·.♦,-
l p!\CS\."d8 it is 2.ccL1..:Julnt:.l1g tl1crc ~nd there is no tcllin~ 1;:hcn v:o shtll 
see it. t:o just h2.Yc to pre~~n~10 2.nd hope thr~t 2.11 t1rn 11(:";7[) :ts .;ood 
news - nnd it \\·ill l:2 all t:18 r:.10ro intcl'C 0 t i n3 tho1 lt fln~illy co.tc!1Gs 
u.p r.i th us. .,( [f'_.,/, J-.' . .. ,, . , ,. •. ~· IJL', ·•u . I >I ,;. , •lll•>, ~-~: r.(..cr ., f !i .'ti• : (,, .,·; l'_h. \•'.. ,.~- ,. '/J .__· 

I J ,J .- ~- ~ A -r C t:: ( C V c.. ) ... ( ; r- • - • ( V [ \ . " -
~ t ~ Y ~ -'\ .• - "- "-.J ~ '+'· ., \.) ~ S . , tJ 1.-J I\ j/ >-1 ,. I , 1 
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/ I have -nc-ver seen tho spirit aboard the ship better th;:n it is now. 
!rb.e boys have rec.lly been v:onderful 2.nd so:n .e 0£ thc::.n really d2serve 
ci tati·ons'7 The Chief Phzxnacists IJ2.te for trio days c-nd nights nevErr 
so much as sat dov.n:, aid his s:piri t c:nd org211ization of his more or 
less -unsldlled bu.t ~uprrnely ;~,"illing helpers., ~,-... as ):oncie:rful:, a.11d ::i.as 
gained him t11e unfc.iling gratitude of the poor fellor;s he vms c~ring 
for. Evm the Sts-;.~z.rds ~12.tes (colored boys) ,;.rb.o!:l ,/e felt a little 
doubtf'u.1 of under v.-E.r condi tio:.1s., p8rformed nobly. 'D1e ones i.':·ho did 
not m.ve Biblns end Pr~yer Books of their oY,n, lifted them fro~ 
elsewhere nnd msr.inEd th2ir guns like seasoned veter2ns, Bible in 
hand, ~cl though nuch e:.ct ra v·ork -r:as put on them by ou!' passengers, 
they ,;~·ere alt;ay s cheerfully re2..dy end ,:·orked like beavers. 

(_) 

On the theory that a crew must be a coo!1dinf.:ted te2m -1 nnd to v;ork 
intellige-.ntly together;, sust lmo"t;-: tll (or e-1!.'.Jos t 2.ll) of the' f'~cts, 
I hnve held daily ne1xsc2.sts on the speaker system and have kept th~ 
fully up to da.tG on v:hnt has been go:.n~ on 2nd ,;.•ha.t ,·:e mi2;ht expect~ 
I uas pleased to see bow e2gerly they looked for~ard to ·getting the 
dope fro1n TITokyo llotchk.issn ~ (c.nd 12.ter checking it \"Ji.th Tokyo Ro~e!) 

v:ell I shall stop rnd v:ri te 25ain l[l..ter. You \7ill prob~.bly get a 
whole bunch of ny letters in a batcil and. rc2d them all in the \ITong 
order, but I guess you t,:ill unko so:.i1e sort of sense out of tnGrL, I 
wish I could tell you ~o:?c end not just hint. I-lo1·:evcr-> if I vn.'lots 
you ever~rt.hing then I \7olllciil 1 t h nvc :!:UCh to tell you ~-:hm I eventually 
get be.ck .... so p erha9 s ce.-ri.sor sii.ip serves sose us.eful purpose. 

Please keep on rri t:l.ng just the saiJe. I hope you are not 1.:0:rrying 
abou_t we.s but there is no , :ay I CDn get v:ord to you no,,·.r ttntil I c.::n 
get th0se 'letters off . I 1on.g for ns713 of you both 2nd of E2.st Riv-21"~ 
It v:ill seem m•;fully good to get' · bt1.Cke 

Stu 
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T:1.is attaok nust be con3idered ur.;ant.. ~fasn sound contact waa 
oat..l.Jlish~J definitely, tha order v,a~ GiV9n to set o. .:1adillll1 _;1::i.tta.r-~ 
-~_:i,1 ~~o !1.d ll hecl;--;eho gs.. ':'.?he 3hi;> V!S.3 e: t Gens::::·al Q,u :rrt ~rs cxpec t ~E; an 
!?.lr 1:.1~t .. rnk 113 1-·:o ~wv airGr3.r't had U"'.IEEl re20rt13d in t.!:!.e .:?.9iil' vi. ,~i.:1.it~r­
T~~ ~ositicn ot this ve~sel in tha screen r ~quirad th3t ~eat l 2ast 
m·op iln t1rnba.:!::a;.rnL1.3 r,att-arn. ~·,·;1en rsdar :;:~i)ortad a pi.9 at tb.e a_pp.t.·o:.c ..... 
i..-;-;.3.ta range ci.ncl beari.n.~ of so uncl contact the or ::'. er vras ch:.1..1.Ged to 3et 
a shallow _patti:Jrn. 'l1b.is ~:1as Given at about Soo-900 ya:-ds, c..cd _p~r­
son.nel bogan 30tting cb.ar3es on the starboard rack to a shallow set­
ting, • At 50 yards the stiarbo~d lookout ., Leo S_peyack, Soi~Dc, :rey01--ted 
a per lscope at, u0out 0300 relathre in tb.e edge of the 1::10on t 8 J:':-:i..th. 

1 

The nhip~3 hdadi~~ was 170° T. Vili0n the per~scoJe was abr9ast of the 
bricl~e tha Oom::u.a.ndL13 Offi(}er estimated its J.i3ts.n0a to b e about lCO 
:!'~et. ,Jt1clgin3 f rom the perisco_pe 1 s wake the submarinets course was 
about 0200 T, spe0 d 6 - 7 knots, anu it n!)_pearad th3:t the pari~co;,e 
would. about oollj,de with or just pass cleru.· o-:f ths f .irrcall. ·lit.en the 
_pa.riscope was a"breaat of the bridge the order to "roll one 11 W9S given. 
Order;g to roll succeeding char-sea wars given. at o.bou(j two s0cond in­
tervtls. The fi~st thr~e c.ha.r;~es were heard to e::"Jlode.. The third 
cha=gs was i:r.mediat~l7 followed by a la:·3e exylosion 0stimated to be 

~ , 
at about 75 yards .fine ·0:1 our _port quarter.. +i.lhe ex.nloslon causecl a 
treni.E1.udoua c-0nou.ssion ·-:1.:1.d threw a mushroom l.::~e bl3.c:~ cloud Ve.rtica.lly 
upward to a hei3b.t o:f So to 100 f3et and _produced a deep red i°J.3...'J.e 
with ,·mat ap9ea.red to bd numerou3s_9arks or bits of t·l;;:ai.D3 dabri3. 
Tha fourth da31th charge w~a haa.I.'d to detonate U'J.ediataly after~d. 
The sonar:nau '.;ho had re tai.ned c ont.act throu~hou t st:1't0d that tha. re­
turning echo, -;-,nich previously had been nha.i·, and cleru- , disinte~rated 
with tlle explo ~d~n~ h--n.ediately nf--c;er the :fourth charg e had d.:!tonatad 
the s .1.iip was swung to port but all cf.fo.rta to re,~ain contact fnile<l.. 
A strong small. of oil v:a3 noted as tha ship swung to leeward of where 
tba explosion had takan place, 

All tha evidence seems to indicate that the third charg e landed 
al~ost squarely on the bow or tha subnarine. The 50 foot Dettin3 on 
this charge would put its explosion well within lethal :rar:ge of the 
subcl.arine. 

Prior to · the commence:nent of the a ttaok the carriers, t1hich we 
were escorting, wer e f'orned au axis ooo-1aoo equally s_paoed on circl0 
1. The bese ooursa v1a3 1150 T, s_peod 15, and the screen. wa s oriented 
to the course. 'The zi3za6 leg then steere d was 0950 1-1 • The :re...:ige o:f 
this ~essel from the n2arest carri0r at th.e tic.a of t!l9 attac~ was up­
proxioately 6,000 yard3, ·:-ri~h the i'or:uation center bearing about 3400 
T. At aoout the ti:n.e ol' dro_p..9.ing charges thi3 .formation executad an 
e1U.ergenoy 9 turn. Tha rla3h o;f ths submar ine ts s:cplosio.:i Wa3 cla2.rl7 
visiDle frora th-a carriers aa evideno6d by the 0nclo;aad statements p 

The entire attao:t was completed in just about two minutes after 
the initial oontaot and )J.en.ce it ·~·ias i mpossible to obtain n i:2.T plot. 
It is i'elt, howev2r, that no J:R'l' solution could c i-ve more accurate 
evidGnce than that obtained vi~:mall:, ~ r.r.b.c visual information \·1as care­
frJ.l.ly checked by interviews with all witnesses. The very pro:::LnJ.ty of: 
tha pGrisoo9a loft little room for div~r~enoe of op~uion on all th~ 
pertinent i'acts. The in.formation was uhen carefully plotted, and t l1a 
reaults bore out the f3.ot that the third char,:=; e should be 011d ,;,·ms the 

I 
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I 
1 

i 

.. 
' J~a t;h:u one.. T.h0 estbatea. distance .from _!)eris co_pe ·to bow of the ::n~o­

na.rine, according to the la test. mTI infounation, should be in the vi­
cinit.7 of llO-l.50 feet. 

i 

T.he submarine had evidently just fired a torpedo at the- t l.!r!.e of 
01r nttaok, for ubout t·8o minute3 · late:i'" on'a of' tllo cs.r:tiers, ,·,hile 
comoletin~ ha:;: tur.::i, re?_Jorted a torJJedo vmko about prrrallal to he:t" port. 
1•:1a- nuomarina :periscope when sighted was trained 41, ~~e direotio.o. of 
the for!nation. ·.r~ '}..,t t.."-.., ~ 

No debris was 'found after the attaok, but o,s noted, a de:fL:.ita · 
smell of· oil ;v~s notioed when. ti.le ship cil~cl ::· d back in an effor t to 
.re~aln contac"t, and ·vhat appeared to "b e 3:l oil 311~~ ln th~ :;nocnli~_;.:i~,. 
aeamod to be tormlru;.. .At da.7116 .. 1. t; th e i-clloYd.D:{ day a bro .. can oil 31.1.C.( 
o! what seemed to bo thin . oil, nuch . ~a .dieDol e:ct€lnJ.ocl for abou,;;. t~rn I 

. . 
rules in a d.ow1rnind direotion, the wind throuc;out the nleht ;ma foroo 3. l 
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27 Octobar 1944 

STAT~iIErrr OF IiA.~10LD li'ISCHER., Slc, U3llR, 669 01 09, u.s .. s. 
SU',11\2'1}~~ ( GV-S-27) 

At 2230 on tha night of October 25, 1944, I ·was standing 
on the cat-N3llc of the: si;nal brid;e and was attraoti::;d by d9_9th 
charge ;:n: .. 9losio:as on our Dtarboard qu_artsr. Afi.;er t,b9 t; .:.1ird 
underwa·bdr :;Xf,losion I saw a sushe~ oi~ bl::1.c:r oil shoot U:J in 
the air about 75 to 100 f3et in the air \11th s_?arks or fia.rrres 
around it. I feel certain that the su.bmari~;; ,·;as cl,~3tx0Jed. 
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IIAROLD n,ISCHER., Slc, usm:r, 
Service Nw.nber 669 01 09§ --
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27 October 1944 

STATB;.~,T OF ElJ3IGN W. L. FAltuillR, U.31~, 1?ILE ~TL-: ,iDER .300942 
R::ZSCUED I'LYER OE' U.s.s. r:r;IHO:? B..½.Y (CVE-80) 03 BOl~tlJ T~lI3 
VE8SEL 

I was standing on tha ran3efinder pl3tform on the U.S.S 
COOLBAUC-a (DE-217) Vlhen about 22.JO, 25 Octobdr l91~4 I loolc:~ d 
out about 30° on starboard bow and saw psrisco_9a at ab0,ut 50 
yards.. It :moved clown starboa:r:d sida a.s shi_p tur:i~c. to 8ta:cboarcl, 
a11d com::icnced d.rog

4
~)ing depth chargea. Alon~ wi t.h t:10 third 

exulosio3 I saw a violent detonation abou~ 50 to 75 vards on tho 
J.)Ort quarter "'.vith resultant gusher of dabris Bnd fl~lng hoc metal. 

! run poBitlve that the sub.narine v,as dentroyedd 

W. L. F.A.R:iIE:.~-q, 
Ens 1 gn 1 t;:.J:1 ~n , 
File Hwaber ,3009h2l' 
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ST.AT:.S::1l17r OF LIEUTE~TAllr ED':I/,RD ~.Y. ~·[E;fIYl', UJ;ra, l?I.L~ IHJLG.~a 11 ,3ll~, 
y.s.s. Str.'r'Ali.ZZ (CV"E-27} Gu:;:r:mY O.~,?IC~L 

I heard the cods na.L"lB of the u .. s.s. C00L3AuGH (DE-217) over 
the TBS call "I .ildV8 Been perisco_pe close aooard, I a:.'11 8.ttaoki~n. 
After a short lntarval oi· a faw n.inutes, dttrlng ;·-1hicl1 tl..110 r-J.J v0.Bs8l 
r,mds an e.!llergenoy 90° tur~ to port, a violent exploa io;i ~ms seen 
on the s'tarboa.rd quarter of my vessel app:r-oxba tal./ three mil -8S 
distance. Th3 exulosion conslst'3d ol u trejrrendous UJheaval of 
water followed by .. brillia::rc. pyrotec.tu1lc3. It ~·;as thG .L'i;._pr e ssion 
of this observer that ~uxnin:,; debris aocou.nted .for t lli3 pi0ture. 

ED'//ARD W. ffE2IDT, 
LieutenaI1t, us:m, 
Gunnery Olficer, 
U l.., c-t 3:r'/ ~ -- r ~,-c- -,, ( ,11,r;> 27) •w•u• '.; , Ji..l.~~ V'i..L;-- 411 
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l. This , s 1h~ bqinn , rt( af tht ,:tcty of ,1 bmi. 
lt,n:::, which died ,1 sv i( •d~ - .and of ,1 ~,111,nt 
t:1(drt , .ar t , tr which llvcd on. The lc.amtka:i:e 
I ti(hl l strc.ilu tow~rcl !he c..i:r,icr,, wh,lc • 
Untie& StJtcs ,pl~ne \lcftl ccmc, '" lo lad •• , 

----- _T ._ • r-- ""'llj:·~ • • ~ -\,,- _., _,, .,.._ ___ 

\ 

2. 1hc U, S. pl J nc !le i! I, w!i ,c h ,1 Jbovt to 
bnd ol'\ th~ c.ani cr , the USS Suw;;innce . hH seen 
th~ f .!p ~nJ Yc,cr! olf. The kJmdcJ •c co n t11'1u C1 
its dive on lhc c.nri cr, hopin( to bhit i i oul 
of the .action off Le-ylt , • • .and t1nlr. it 

I 

- - ,1 ........... .. ,. - .... 11111~ . 

3. Th,<! 5uw .~r1r>rl! hn bern h1 1 .and ti ,,,,, , .a re 
JJHc.1J ;,,'i' on ,11 d,·ck. One ol , !1 o w n r l .HH'l 

lrt~h t ot fl.11,,c1I i1 1ld l i::o•n,: .-w~y Ire,,, !hi! 

lLthlOnt; , h, r I'"' o l ,I ro.~11ni; fo 1c~ ,,, ,.,,. ,, . 
1ion o l !ht! Pr11l ,pp or1ci , f,,;hl lq live- bqt •<' 1 .. • 

tt­~· 
~.j -
~ ·· -... 

4 ~ r,, l".I \ , . l t I 1 ~f ~ \ f l • r 'f l. 1' k .a n, 1 kl • 1 . .,. Ir r ,. r J • 
Jr.,-,.... { I ~ . r l u f T~1~ J u,.J.nl"'llr"' r ,.,...., , c h h •d bC"~f"I 
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TRAYELE~. 
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By CH\ 1: LFS IL :'\I,:'\H TTT'P-1: , rcr, q ;~.:1lzdi !'1: .o :,?:pr,~cl n1:-m:::: ll, r::: :1f:" , H. .,.:w · ,ld h a \·<' been J', ,l Lu: 1 "Tn,;· swc,i e,!f a i,<, r<m~ '.:--,:ird t:i cvL; o n he.; .~1..: {' , t l.~ c: :.- :-r. ,• Il : '-~ ,fo: l e A : . ..::T ::. r~ 1,f tl :cl :- .~!.·;i~ '°' c < i:""" ----~--, 
I Pl.'.ARL [.:_r.l!.fi.?R , i~ o·, . :;.; ~-~~ ) :s:i ;\ Itc-~r,,l(i;;-10 str3lt no1th of Snn - !lwo \l,CTC hi_~. ~ut no: ?~c was la:-~:lflJC t~ icir CIJ::h ~. an,l l,G-•;1c:: r._1.:n•. '_ ,l :ilo hrr L0!'.0 !l1 1..n~11 ~he ';,an}:',, ,<i:~:~ ;_;; ,~ ... u (,:-ic •• cr...i~-c, ll ~,] b c· 1: ;". ~~ -~--- _ -- . 

1
-Rf'."I!" Ar .. 1. T1.c:-n:i.s L. S;:ir •. 6 ... c1 3 r l~ln ti d dnrtn; the nll;ht. !Tho lltth: w:i.r.,1'1;-is pt ~~ lip a hc;:i.v, On,c . t1~wnrr. n,l1, ~r 1rrcl,l, i That w,,s nbo~t 9 A. ~r. l~ v .. i-: J.r:1 ltlf J ot, ,u:.:.~ly n:;j r.:i J.:~ ~~ r,i: n ~ ~ ~ 
ir-. 1t. bt 1mo...,n 1s:.:ay tt:at, lm e~- 1 This v.:i:s the si~ua ll cn: s mo:r:{) s_:!_Ccn _ to a~t~mpt to h1dc lcrl;,plu,i:: tnc G a n ,b1<-r -~:i.y, the ! At&::!~ A. M., ju_.,t a.s the CVE ,s~~;;: ~:1 for the nc,r.· icrpcdo pla::.:- i,~:i '.,f~: fii\ , ~ ~ ,, :· ! 
•cur. can \,-r to:-ce -..·;is surpr.sc<l and! .Adm. llal-"l'Y·s .!1<'c!. was busy :;!nk- I.he CV~: "'hlch a ,so mace a:. IJ;tp:im,,r. Mo,·cn to -..U.111 2000 pHc,t.s lnu:,c:hcd thcfr ~c-co· d • 

0
• _ . .a.~ .... 1.... l':·j .J ~ :.,-·, £ '>l •~ ~ 

lone of his tt:tee d 1vi.<:.lons tra;1;:,<..::l'lhg danur, ' n .. i1ncl rou '. :n1; rvery much zmoitc a.s PO!.Slb!c, l.>lowinb lYC.lcls- pc! .~t bl:i:1~: 1,1 :;r;c-:i,~l! rc:co .,Lta ~I· on thr J ·ip-.-,~1.c '.h I !t ,,.1s r,ot -..;nl!l 10:Jo ,&,. :.L lh .. · ~-:
1 

., ~ _ 
lb~ a Ja r:a:~~sc ba~tlc.shl ;::, Ic;;cc -~!: ~·;~::; o! ~!"le·· t~ .p( ," lal c:i:-1 : c:r 10rcr. .tl1~,l' t~tlxs . •. ~ ~ , ,urnk h,,;r An c1r,, : t -1:1ch -"hr! ] han c:iu ny for;; .:,llrp:-~l:-.:;;;, t'~m~d ;r.~ th:, S:-.1t ~ Le --a~.1:1:-a;;d th~~::~· r r ": ': t:, ,-.. r - ,_I;..~, -.... .,., 1s;i;:-.ar 1., l.1:1 d in !he :s~co;i.d b:.i .. ,e ll:, t!1c pca:r:.st or the:- tl.:·ce -~h;c: ;;:,J I 'A hca.y ~l']uall gave .n~ oc .. tro:i~ :1,1t tl, c G:in~b,cr I:ay, rn,r.mandc.-ct fled. · 1:i c. vl'- .. c:, ,bLr w.-i1c .: !;:-cd ~::.r,c.sc:-. t -l , . , /' . , · ... . . , 
•~1 !~r P: ... i ;i:-i1?1 c:;. . 1"ecc. r.d ba~: ic or the Plul1p;::n.ts ,r:·:-. ;i. .s,'astul!lJ !oxl.olc, " Anm. T. by Capt. W . ✓ , R Vltwc;::, bdcw j "l don't u-,::,k anv Amc~k:i::, ·d- 'hc.:_~.:; •• t . .:::;~ :!"::::~:;;a :- cec.,:.s. •: --~ ~ ~-=-I · \Vr '9, er e m a prct:y ho~ ~pot. 1ncnhc,1s~ c: Lt: :'.~n 1::.la:,c!. :L. s.,:-at;ue 1.a .. i. ' tt-,c watc1 lmc and floo!cd ncr en. l"!'; i::nl •wc~:c ha•:e dor.c til; .. ., · f\~ I ;:,!J.e t. :c-; · t:;> ·1>,:;:., a ten-1;.e: c:i:- L , • O~ C~stJ f c-r Fi -
·- ' · e ~~-H;;:--oid a:..:r.~al tc:d cc:-1TOO F\U. ".1.' ' "-1' I After the J a p::;.ncsc bc~aa to;;.1ne r ocm, Th.it s101n·dhcr so !.i1at,T L Sµra".ic •.:i 'd .. ~h 'p, ~·. ·h ; ;:il;;;s;on,'' Acm. T. L. S;:i:-a;-.:::: .SJ:::. ~ -: s-., ·, ,.,. •• ,.., .. ,,,·i~ ".,

1
; 

i;~-5;-c:-.c'..~ . . ~ . ; \ ' ic~- P.w~. J~!;s~ B. O ldc-ndorf's';-a.\C:<lic ,t11c CVl::S v.lth'. bJb i,i'~~l,1:.
1
:.!1.c .:!ell beh!r.d. Lhc o-.ter CVES,1t~ sink. hu ·c;n·~ ~it' !t 1

: d!~~!··~~P.rf~o:t;:,· w..s h er torped.vcs. S~e t ~f~·lc"i.:~· it~~~ ~
1
·:; Ii~•:· 

I Rov.c1r:-. p;ams f:-c::.. hl.s 16 c:i:- 10a,:~c~;;;p force ll:td ju:;t sunk cv(' ry , ' they Ia.d down a dehbcrale ::2-1 s ...... n t,-o or three m .. "lu~. S he • ., ,i 

1::- : ,:- ~. a~!.:.: rct b y to,~cc.~-!tn;"lt\ dc: b r.c o! " :;;ht J.::p.i.":i<'Se ship:-,- ,v.o !l1 our bombardment, but made ht~l~ ; ""'::~~~~~'"'~•-T-~,-,..--.... ~ ... ~---.,..~-:-r;"""---.;~.----
~·.:c:-tr". rv.!lect .anc l>..:~ed u::ick:tan!~.c!iir,:.. , t,, o crutscr.s ai,d fou : ,c!!ort to close the r ;i.n i;e 1urthcr,

1
,
11
t ,., ,. •_-.' ,:::' _ .,-~.: , ·, :_. _ , ,. •:!.?;:·~-~~ 

~r,e f.., : c c- o! !n'I' o( ~~P:r•,~ nr~~r 5 ~1drs:ro;:Ns-m Si;:1a;::o s t rn i._ c:. st JAdm. T. L. S ;;>rag-ue sal11, ~}-:.·.~.:.,' ' ·. 
1 
·< ,, . . ') ". _. :, ... . , , , ,' •. --~~ . 

:i.:id mes '. modan ba ... ~.h,;is. e; .,,h. ,o! so -..: (nc rn Ley tc fal,md a:.d "\'•: :i s, ____ _ ~. -~ - ---- -· · - · - - •d .. ,«..............:.~,-,.;~•~.J,...:..,~. A, .i..• .... ·""__,_.. 
c~ hr:- l:l tr:at l;rpe ca:-ne,5 .o.n d 13 tC•v fa r aw av t o coa:c- to th.::· CVLS , 
d~s:: cyr:-J I (c~cort c;i:-ne:: ;;l rc ~ct,;r. That bai-1 

-r:·.:u· ti,· •.: ·~ J:i:er p: ::i ncs f :-r•:n 1:;c -r.·'.15 fa::;) •. :i':icrn~ :.!: 5J .". . .:~r. the · 

Skf iI{:!{;fi;ItIJf i?t~:;:1i~i~i~tir~~;:'A1~f: ,,., ('f, {," ~ 
I .o\a~ :;; ; ;;;.b "i..l <' :;ild his Jc e;:i car- le. A . F. s,ra~ur, 1v:-. s d~:c ea.st oi l (,.v ------~--------~•! ,:. 
r.c~ p . .1r.c·.~ "sa·.k qt:!:e .a :re~:·· o! ti;cntrnl so.m.ir J",1ana, A i c::o:,ctl ✓· - (..lc:-.\.roYr,· e:,cor iorce d 

ltb~ .la.pa, ,<'~!' '1 ;nr l,l;,s lu:idcr Rc;tr .--.ci r.). Ftlix B. S~1l~.;1 ; 1 4 {\ o· 0 ·., \iC;Ul' . ~•1\.h a Jipa.!\C[,e. c;(.."S an•~ 
Thc,-c ~-- nt~;: :. n<'arly-lhemor:'l-1;,. a :; cas~ <>! tt,r w..: ; l:. ..,!n t1p e_fl · ., ' J [\e§{:U(.-1'0t t_rri:~\~dttJeships.sc';encr'\'te~ car · 

1::.g d o.::. :::-1. ~: . r~ ~!le Jn ;,:i:,,e::e, ~:i:nr,'.!". Thi' thlrc! , under Act:-n . • ! 1 , 10~· ba ttG)'C:°t., The O TI y tr;· • 
lt~"T,ed 1; ,,.- " on;;: : by c:i.:-:.rr ;:il:irri;, 1L. SiJ,.i~t:c. wn1. Nd c! Le~· t c (;lllf, . ,~'11 D Q . 1 ~ ~\nine de~ the l{alir,m a Pl itl.'· 
--------------1a~r.;o~: at.:_I.'_ c:c~t ~~ t :1; nn:·:l.~r,n, ,ti;) i n 11eu 11 oe :JaJl.h . . \i-iers v.·e:eB~, the wnil~ ;er, 

RECORJJS 

·oN r..-IUSIC 

v1PAKY'S 

'lD SHOP 

":todzinski con-
1 M•-478 3.67 

okows-k i con -
1 on Col 

. . . . . 3.67 

·nski con-
105 . 2.62 

irus and 
. . 2.10 
1anet:t 

•, on 
'.62. 

o. DJ..;Jho<o 1:,,:1.,... . _ ach_ d,\LOn l 1:ransbaV. 1'UD 1:u.y. 
w:is sup;:i:-: ed by a few acS!rO}'ert. l • 2 u 0 (, , • . I :3,nd the I{~t ' . , , .. · J-

a:1d (l~ :, ::-oyer e~cvrls-far Leo fo-;,.· , ' .~ • ::,. • ia rrICl'S datJU.iCd: ___ , ... , . . 
for ndr,:; uate dc.c:: .-~. Adm. C. J\. 1 
F . Sp,t1F;uc·s C:\rticr~, fo, in.stance, ! 
v. t>re s.-.;;>po:trd by 0;1Jy three d~- ; 
stroytrs ar,d four U~ll!:' destroyer\ 
,escorts. 
1rL,\XE SPOTS J • .\I'S 1 ! Abo:;~ 6 :H .',., M . on Oct. 24 a l 
.p:t!rol p1::ir.c reported ci~con:-y or , 
•the J.ip;,.nc.e b«a lc~t.ip !o:·ce C.asf 1 

or S:1:11:i.r .u:d o:-, ly •W rnl:c !> !n,m I ~ 
:Ac; .. . c. A. F . E;,n.e::1e's cv:z~. j ( 
1 1:: ·,c:-y CVE b ibc t.hnc oh1:.1oni : · 
!:11:m,d1,; ~.-1 :,: J .. uncLcd cn::-y one o! ~ 
;: s torr,cdo J;~:-..;i cs to attack tile

1 Jr,pa::rse . TlH•y were escortrd br 
tlbhlrrs. Con:µJctlr:g their aLt:-,rb. l 
thr-y rr.tmacd, rc-r,rir.cc:l, rc-tuc,e~. I 
and :itt::td: ert a ~:l in. , 1 

: Actm. C. A. F. S;,r;1~\1e's CVES 
tmncd :inJ !led a[trr }1avi:ii; • f 
lau ;1c!1-:cd tn~1:- nlar.cs . Bue n·, c1r 
rc l::n;-:.-l~· slo ,·; s~ccJ picrm!tlc c the; . 
J:-.;: :1 1:c r, c:0°,.1·. ~ r,t n:ore 1~;::u, :J{J 
k~~c,~ a!l hour, raplcly to oven:i.:Cf I 
th

~~·~ . s : ~mp·s CVES rema.lr. ed i nJ 
the!:- orn:.:.al pc., !:ion un t il lt ap- i 

i ra~;~,t~h;u:::.~;~~:;~~h~:;1t~/t~\ 
fled. Adm. T . L , S;irn.;uc's GVES 
he id th e::- p.:sitlun \ ! 

··T!,c ~ll~;:, itoi, de\'l'lc,i~d very 1. 

' r:-.;1 :0,y," At::., . T. L. E;):aguc :;nid , 

snom: nA!'.GE 1 
"At 6 :5!'.i A. 1.I. every Jnr,z.nc~c . 

ba ttkshi;, and cn;'.,e~ c ;ie:lrc fire i 

~~ ~;;;~~ ~a:;cs~~\(;Ut~!t~~~~~ I 
t.o get vcr:;- c:o:;c a!,d then be:;an I 1 

L-O stradl!le lhe c;i.rri ers wHh thclr l 
ei;ht :to'ld 16',!nch shells. We 
scuamcd . for help from any or.e .

1

, 
~.ho could ;;c~ lhcrc." 

The t;m:-e C. C!;~roy~rs ar:d four , 
DZ.S witb Aam. C, A. P. Sprngue·~ 1 
divl.slon at:nckcd with torpedor!;, \. 
ciuSl..."lit to <>niy 2000 yards-suicide · 

· The St. Lo am] Caml,icr Ihy 
\Vent Do,nl Oct. 21 in 
Battle of Lhc Philipr,inc~ 

WASiiINGTON ,. !,ov. 30 .-.,?).-! 
Fou:·Lccn hi.a ·: ~cd :nc.:-. v.· ci'l: H:c• j 
cued !:·o=n two c;;cort carr:c:-s sun~: 

1 

ln the? B.1tt:~ or tlie PhJlpp1r.t'S C,l), 

Oct. ~-t. the KRvy rc;1onc c! Thurs- ' 
dnr ln 1clc:.i:c;ln~ a tlc ~:.llNl nc:m.:nt 
ol how i ix c, f :.t:c baby na·-tcips , 

lfo.u.:M n. bi;:- ,J::i.?~r.r:,c r,-,zJ~ fo1·c e . I 
T.:c ca:Tlr1·!: :;'.:r.~: ,~ere (::c [,t. Lo 'l 

r an c! tl1e Ga:nt i{!T Ea~·-
1 ' 'The 1~-.:<' '> u!l L!~-: s~. Lo were l l 
, low-\\'c r,!c::cri u;-, 6CD r.1cn.' ' P.ear! 
Ac::11!1;ll C. A. l-'. Epr:,:;~;" s~ ;cl lll a. 
fk,t-pc•r;\0:1 rt:;->o: ~ on the cn;:a:.c- l i 
:!1em. •·Los.~es on t.!1e Ga:r.h;~r1 i 
Bay were low _too, cons1dcrm, ~Latll 
she dro;iped back in to t.he ·zr:ic.ci:c 
or t oe Jar, f!!!et. A ~Pto,:l.r.-:a.•cly I 
600 of her crew were saved.' ' 'The ' ~ 

r comp!cmcr:.t c,f such ship~ hat; I' 
ne,·er bC!en di;,closcd.) I l 

s ,n,r.t;uc'!i rcpo~·t ident1~cd for l. I 
the :lrsl tlme the ot:r.cr tour cal'-

' ners in his force ot iix Whlch t.ad 
1 l an escort c,f three destroyer:;' and r 

==:=I 

1 • 

r 
I• 

' 

t 
r 
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UIJI?·:~D U';(~-.TF~ ·P.t-GI"!:~O I-'L: '.;:·.~ 
{L~~G;;;~ lUVIJlOlI ~ ,;J.;·~r:C 'l1 ,U 

Cm-~cmdcr- Carrier Di vls:ton r:. /J ttY ';:·,:o,. 
~•he ~l1.:.o:t> of Huv.al XernonJiol. 

(fJ) 

l. 1..5.c:_:t :; ·"!< ;.:rt Co.:.a:o..r~.cl o:t' :.:·~:-~-.-~::_.~:I ... ; ::.:>...:;j.1 vcd L!.; U~: ,: · .:r~~!-
; 1~ 11' <"""; .~,.,.. " ~, ~ ~,. o-r + :·.Lr:_~.. ·l · .. C ,' . _..,· ... ,~ i J ·LP .. -1.·.~_!: r. ()~' ( i ' J •· ... .,. •) . ~ , , • :,,,a-~-; . . ~ a· \ . . • -~,1 -: () 
.,.,. ,·, l UJ,..J. ...i..\; ...)_ .,. ½> ~ .. • v-....V ,., .. -~ .,,. ~ • " ·••, .J~ ~ .• _; 1. - i ~'--'.I••'-'...,,.._ • F • - -

, . ,,~~,1,-, ' 1 .~,..,, 4
. ~),;•01 .. c:.71 r · } t : :,H7 ,1 ,.1ur{-,-, MO- 'l".' ·- c1 1 •C'l'1"1 r)n 1 .""i l i(".t:. v ..... -~ (~; ' ]_ . /_~ f-.o 

t,1 '-'r-,1.t..i\~•.l ,1. -~~ -1---..;.,,;>4~ --- v... . • .;: u J-4.: ... ~ 1.1 -,1 j .! . .--·-·., • .... . .. 1,. . l' J , ... - • - - ... 

l Lo -:OJ c;· ·1) r.};, 1 DI~.{-.:•· .1 ~c ! : ~\.: d. lC(l hiu nl:1 I' \".~.; 11 C.' '!. ;,.~ .} c r :i,,.':.}: ·; :c ;" 1~ : }J. 
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After bein~; dotu,checl fro[:1 T. G. T7. 4 at O 21 ~1 on 27 Oct ober 

we hn.d a quick run zi~-za!:..J·~in._; at 17 knots, escortinL; su·•,'/1~I'LSE. 

Our screen had been 2,u, __ )ne11tod by U.S .. S. l:Ic'}O , ✓-· .J) ( DD--6'7 8) c:nd 

U.S.S. lli~LE (DD--6 4. ~) who had joined us the afternoon before. 

To.:_;e thcr we e.rrived ::;.t Kosool .Passe.~o e, t about 1300 on the 

28th of October. 
Imnedietely e,fto·r anchorin__: we tro.1.rnferrecl 24 of our 

survivors to the hos~Ji tnl shi.p U.S. S. DOU11TIE1UL (..AH--9) e nd the 

rem2inin~; 54 v;-ho wer e uninjured we returned to the SU ,1·1~l'T!~~~~ .. 

Havin_; done thr::.t r:o £ue1ed 2,r .. d 2.nchort~d to avnd t :fu.rthr~r 

devel o)r.11ent3 . 

And so vm ri:;ua:Lned for th:; next tlu•r:o d2ys . On thP 30th 

\'78 transferred to the ha1"'bor r:;.r;ster U3horc .fo.r .rotu~"n to their 

ship the thr r:-c pl,u1e cr~,s.h su.rvi vars fr om P J~~HO} ':.3 i~Y v1.hou \Ye 

hs.d rescued on the ~5th. ;'/e also had a chance to visj_t nbo ~J,rd 

SU ;foh.,~.E ~~nd to e x~--.1~1ine the cL1;:~·<_;c inflict cd b~y tho Kr;.m.i >:( ~?~ ~s . 

1··~t l f~.c-J t 011 l :-.ove:1:iber at 1105 r:e 0 ot undcrv;t'n;y \vith ordG ~'s 

a zi6 -z2...:; plo.n nt rr knots r1it}1 s~JGcd of adv:mc c 14. 6 knots, 

but this tiue r;e 1:1e:J:·o tho only escort. Our t.r =i.p v:ns unovontf'ul . 
1rhe Vl•.::~~~tlwr ··t/28 fine ~,dt h l ~i .... )1t rlin ~lf; and }=.,~;.rtly cloud.:{ ~~}::Les • 

.Early on the 1;.: ornin~~ of t}J() 4th we c'-rrivod at ScN).dler I~~Tbor. 

As \"IC entered throu._)1 t} 8 ~-~nti- tor_r_)eclo .nets the ,.n,r.-:t 

barb or B t r c: t c }: j.1 J :_: out : ~ :h ~: ~1. cl 1 o o k e d d c fJ c rte d in c o 1 -~ n Lr i rm 11 t o 

tbe tj_me of our c:.rrj_vr:1 a 1.-wnth before v:hcn nea•,-.Jy a thoL.rn;:md 

ships V/Cl'(~ ._-;::~-th~:rf: d .:)rior to O:J r dOJ)r1,r·tur·e for ]; r.~: tc e Un this 

OCCdfJion ~-J.boL~"'c ~OC1 shi~-Js, ;,10~1-L l y se:·rvice tyl)C:~, but j r1 c ~1.ucLLn~: 

so;~ie D.Ds [:·,nd JJJ~D '::ere: scr!.ttcr:-~d OVGI' the} bro:•.d c~){p:-~rn:-;c. 1.~nny of 

the r'jec::J) c:.·-1.rric)rD" i'ror1 ~}c:,fi'ys J., 2, H.n \.l 3 hncl rd~, o .rctur·nc~d , 

but otho.rvd.sc th8 •··c: 1.;_rc::r'o no 1:1nj or co. tb ':.t'..~nt t}.-' :en . 

Iw:icdi '. :.tC::ly u1,on [.:rr:i..v~ 11 r.ro .noor ·,o. ,JJ o~ .<.Jd. lo U. :J. S. SILV~m 

CLOUD ( IX- 1~ 3) to fueJ. She \-,::-:. f1 anc:horcd in thn rni.cJ~Jt of tho 

?'th Pleet ~) orvico 111 orco :_Lnd not f~ 1. r f ro1:1 U.S.~; . : .. UUli'.C l:l 10D 

( .AE--11) • 



The 8..rGa \':r,,s n sco1ie of ;.. ct i vi.t;y. AJ. on,_)J:Lde t}H:: ,tOUltl' IIOOD 

to stu,rbo~--~. rd v.;ern n oored, one outboard of the nGxt, a division 

of LC Is. Hc::~vin.__:: no r~c·.y tLs ter of their o·;m they WGJ··r; drc11,• . .rtn, .. :: 

on thA paym.1.stor ~:.bo:~.rd the dO UI J'r EUOD . 3eyond then ~:!. t s01~~e 

distance the U.S. S .. ta.i;D: ;. ;~}~o , . 2 Libert;/ tyr,e p· ,.trol craft 

tender lo.;r et c~nctor. Other ships, n -::stod or n,nchor·oc1 r.d:·:~_,J.;y 

lay further outbo~-rd frou tb.c 1.~u-Ui : 1.C l iuulJ in £~11 diI·cc t :Lcms . 

Upon coml")let ion of i'uGl j_ n0 r.:e 1.10v0d ou.t to c l(·u.r tho berth f or 

the next shi~ an1J proc edcd to our dcsi-..JL:.ted berth se>I!: c t }1r'.·; e 

miles C•.,,:c~J' to t i.e u ~p al onc)::ide D.S . S. K/J'L~ U ~.P.f}-18). 

Not]L2.n_J ro;,~- .i:~-~! d for i.,W no;:: but 

r out ine tmc1 2,1.·/~··.J.t our next ordors . 

to settle j.nt o L1-11ort 
J., 

depth ch:...:.r_;cs froH, li~ht -:rs th::t cu.10 al on'-... side . ·,/e :·:.l::Jo 

trc:rr:Jf erre d o.nd r r::i c: e i veu rtpL·:c ei r:ent 1,crsot~J1 el, cut 1 j r 'J 

romainoo c"""uiet v:J th lj_ t tl e to or·e·~:,k the ;'..o:iotony . ~.io~-;t of the 

th~e the 1~1\:,rn "'!.~-J' r~J.on,:_J:1j.do end l ht:,d my Li.r;;t i11tro~1uctio11 

to nn Undor ·;:~: t2.r Dc:uo1j_t :L----1n S.1 0c.n p thc-d .rn ~.-r::.s ,~ ru~.-· ... ~cd and 

d2...n._;r .. :.rou.s n:-:,f-:d _) l~:~ont to clr;i:r s~1b;:10r._~cd obstTnctj_on ori e::8T.l~7 

tr.:.2 se su.~· cr.bly fit, cou .. r·c.\,:,8 ons i n d iv i dv_:.:ls . 

On t1-1e Ii10r1:1i11_.)· of lU 1·:ovcr11b er, six d::1..~1 s 2.f to r our e:rr :i. i.raJ , 

the ·.~.:.r.tch ,scctL,n h: .·viu ~~ LU)e.J·· ty ~ .. >:.s Lmotcrcd ~-i.t thn c;:2.n __ '/:J~ :.y 

to 2,\'/8.:i.t tho LCI r,'1"-.:i.ch .. r:,s .I.-1/:.>:L-::.'-~ the r o°LlEcL~ of the) [rncho_; ... ccl 

ships to coJlGct t }~(-:: J ibert~y -;Y -rtics i ' o!' tru11sp0Tt:·_:.t ion to 

s:)oncl tho cby on tll-; di~3 t:·11t h::::;,cb. :·~;h ortly 1:cforc c8oo it 
c L:; te ulo~.::. ,.J~ ~:Ldo :n1cl soon 01...~.r toys \','O J:-'C 0 .1.1. t h:~jJ• y.:.::r , J':~r:: t 

toward the 1\:U01; 1..i.1 IJUO.O to coJJcct u orc 1.10n arnJ them , Hlrnn tho 

LCI -r1ns 1 o:·•.dc.;d , f o ~.., the Y'CCT8 :' .. t:Lon urc-;~t, ~~,rJhoro. 

my d 0~:; k to co. 1t i nu.c. my :. 1 tt c\ ... on tl1c1 :J'·, ··w-,..,.-,,or \.· \·;}ii.c1 1 }r~.c1 

n cclli,kl l· · t e:J. d u .r L ·1 ; thn r,: 8 t .. r.18i 1th . 

suc1:cd t}lron,)i rr~y roO.d t [::.n :i o ,:_t tho T): )rthoJ.c . It \: . . :: :·:o j :~ t on;,0; 

it :.} (~·c;;ir)d to c:uc .· th ,:; tJrc :.th r .i ,. t 1:ut of I lC. :~c·cu -l:i ·1· t·:·r· 

~ 



n deep r ·:30,~,:.nt boou sv✓0 r:t in fro _ al l si.dcs. i1s I ru:··d1cd to 

the 1Jrid.:;e I could see g tr :.::jn8nd ous cloud billovxrin~l; 1)1ac k :md 

white en_ ;ulf in._~· tho are 2. ·~·/h2re tho LIOUH~ LUOD h:1d bo;;n lyin .: . 

As tlrn cloud billO\"/Gd UJ)\',/~}ru ~~nd S~') r~;;':. d OUt'::::v.rd I C UU. JO ;-']0:"; 

debris showerin~~ fro rt its fY>i;~:;c:s 2.nd s;11r~shi :1, :: lil~·e nr o(·jectil ~s 

arou11d thos0 s11i~_')8 which ro~11'..'.L10d u...n obscured by sr-;iokc. 

~.~·· first co11c0rn v.'2,s for our liborty p,:.rty . Fortunately 

thez,r h rid not .:~ one f ar and soo \- ::i. wQr,: r ~. tu.rnod on bo:~· . .rd unsc:,. thed. 

At 1: ;,st t h e cloud Y/hich h'.:.d c J.iubcd e.11d spr(:ad to 

enor1now3 1n·o2Jortio~·ls dispGrDod ~:.nj drifted r:~x:~1y. The ,,~UUITT HUOD 

V,'cv S ~one but :::~lrcady rescu e bo:::. ts from sh~;_ps nc:1.rer t~rn 3Cc-n,-:: 

vmn.1 coJ1bj.n :; tl~c :::.re2. for surviV O:' C-:J bJm·m. ov c rbo:_~ rd f.i'·o;.i. no ~<rr.\y 

shi)S 2nd tr.~-YlS!JOrtin__; t:1--:::: wounded. I rwrnlsr·_~;l). ~1w1 ho -~JGd. th . t 
the diviDion of LC Is h ~.--d -. _;· otten c lG:_:.r -2c.rl:ie.r. 

i\ d ~ y o:.-- t ·,"/o 1:~,t::: r I s:..:.,i.1 the ~·:~L ."D.:~=·-~J~O clo 0:;8 to. Eer 

EUOD h'_i.d bocn cu.t in t\rn b~1 

could }JG(~ d.~:.ylj_~;ht st r E:L0 ·ht c,cro ~-~s. It is E~ v1onc1.cr t hr~ t :m~10.nc 

a.bo:~.rd sl,1rv i vcd .. 

J3ec~-/U::;e of £3olf-i1r:) osed ce i:~rnrnhi;; I did not n<;nt:~on 

thi~1 event in i:1Y lette r of 17 Eovcnbur. ·~l1b:.nJ~s to c:·1.~_)t. F.red 

Lt~r.rton , bo\·.rov~:·r, 1_ JF.:vc t }~c-: fo2. 1 or,rin~ ~--:_,:;count of thn incident 

by Coir..ruu1<3cr :}Llc ~-.. ·hi ch o:rp(:.nd.s 1;1J knov-11;~:d_~e of thn t:c n~·cdy .. 

Fred, w110 co::J:~::~ndcd the n•~i'-:L::1: ~rc)Y, fl.no t ho:" D!•: :,·1u.c}1 cJo;..-;c.r 

to the r3 cc -c-10 , Ji;::. ~.; o.J_: .~ o ? t·ovidccl no nith n ::cc1J.c:- ;1t pJ10tos. 
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by Chester A. Gile, Commander, 

U. S. Naval Reserve (Retired) 

Co11cernatio11s nwst /wee been choked off 
in mid-n•oJ'cl, gestures interrupted in mid~air, 
thoughts emlcd at mid-point. One momc11t 

she was a ship teeming u:ith life, lwmming 
1citT1 activity, SFrrmds later~ ,(jhe was a n1sl. 

black, billorcing bict u:lzich momentarily 
marked the spot tt:here 3.50 U. S. Nacy men 
perished tcithoul a trace. 

USS Mount I!nod(AE-11) hkw up with 4,sno 
tons of explos ive-; at 0803, 10 t\'m-cmhr r l 1H·L 
The disaster occurred m Scc..ldkr Harbor, 
Nav;d Base, Manu.~, ;\dmi r:dt y hlanrk :\II l1f 
the 350 officer:,; ~nd men on !J0,1rd wen~ killed 
instantly. 

Jidount !loot! was anchored in a pprox.imatcly 
3.=, fret of \\'() Lcr . The force of the explosion 
hlastccl a trench m the barhor bottom, r C'­
port<'cl by di ,·1.Ts as 1 wing 1,000 fret Ion~~ 200 
fr et ,vick, and f:S feet ~n maximum depth. In 
this trench \ V,\S fotmcr the };ir~cst remaining 
s<'gmcn t of the -,hip':: hull - a piece k ss than 
100 fe e t in its largest clim('n,icm. 

D es truction ,vas complete . '.\:othing- was 
found after t lw ex plosion except frag-m ents of 
m etal which :,;truck other ~hips . There \\'<' lT no 
bits of human r~main-;, no supplic:- of any 

kind, nothin~ th a t h:id hccn made of wood or 
pzipcr, wit h the- ~in L!:k excep tio n of a frw 
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tattered pages of a signal nottbook · floating on 
the water several huncired yards a\.vay. 

The flying fragments from Mount Hood 
smashed into some 30 other ships and harbor 
craft, bringing the total casualties to nearly 
1,000 killed and wounded. Some of the harbor 
craft simply vani:--hed with all hands. 

l\.fost seriously hurt of the ships lying nearby 
was the patrol-craft tender, uSS Af indanao, 
riddled from stem to stern as though she had 
been under heavy gunfire. AH Afindanao per­
sonnel who ,vcre topside at the time were 
killed outright. Dozens of men below deck 
were killed or wounded. Deaths on this ship 
numbered 82. 

The unrehearsed response to the disaster by 
rescue boats quickl;- sent from unciamaged 
ships, and by the base medical facilities, was 
truly rcmarbblc. Every availal)le ambulance 
sped to the small-boat pier, to receive the in­
jured and take them to the b<1~e hospital. 
1fany of the victims had been blasted from 
their '\?essds into the \vater, and were covered 
with oil vvhen carried ashore. Dozens of them 
received fi rs t aid treatment, including blood 
plasma, even before being carried from the 
rescuing craft. 

The only survivors from J.U aunt lloorf s com­
plement \verc a junior officer and fl\·e enlisted 
men, ·who had kft the ship jmt prior to the 
explosion. T wo of tl1esc- men were- IJC'ing: trans­
ferred to thr Base brig to await trial by court­
martiaL (Charges against th<? prisoners were 
soon dropped on higher a uthority; these 
men ,verc not brought to tri al.) The other.,; 
comprised the rnail party, who were at the 
Base post office to pick up m;i.il for ,Howzt 
Hood, mail which ,vould never be cldiverecl . 

Questioning of thc~e survivors tTvc-alcd that 
there had been some ins tances or carrkssncss 
among thC' crC\V in hand ling cxplosin·s. It was 
admitted that on more than 011C' occasion, a 
sling-load of ammunition hacl struck aga1n.st 
the sillc of the ~hip. 

On the aftC'rnoon of 9 November, the clay 
before tlw disr1"tc-r, a Japanese rrcon nai:-;sancc 
pbrnc had passed over the Base at great . 
height. Th<' pt-esrncc of this cnnny had been 
entirely uncktrctcd, until 1f omote airstrip 
was sprayed with a burst of ('~plosive ma­
chinegun bullets. App,1rcntiy this w (1s purely 
a gc~turc of contempt on the part of thC' Jap­
anc.c;c. T here wrre no ca"ualtics and no dam-

age. Bttt the presence of the plr1nr did indicate 
that the enemy knnv what shipping \vas in the 
harbor. 

On the morning of 10 Nm·ember, I had 
gone up the harlJor in my capacity· as Ba~c 
I ntelli_gence Ofliccr, to the Aviation Supply 
Depot on Los N cgros Is!a ncl to get eyc-\vitness 
accounts of t he nuisance air raid on the pre-­
ceding day. The DPpot \vas about seven and . 
one-half miles from the spot where .Aiount 
Hood \Vas anchored. 

11y questioning \Vas interrupted by a tre­
mendous •<B0-0 -0-0-:M." It sounded c1s 
though a sin g le beat had been struck on a 
gigantic bass c.lrum~a drum a mile in diam­
eter. There wac; a ·iolent shock. The ground 
quivered as though in an earthquake. Lookin~ 
down harbor, I saw a pillar of blue-gra}· 
smoke expandin~ a nd fr;ing to a height of a 
mile, aisainst the cloudk.-; s sky. 

A~ we looked, three planes ecnnc flying low 
o\·er our heads, coming from the direction of 
the explo:-sion, and heading out to sea. The 
planes were LT . S . Navy-tnK·s and bore 
American ma rkings. There w;1s one boml>cT, 
with a fig-hter dose on each wing. As the t' me 
bctvveen the bla"t an<l the appearance of the 
planes '"'as a bcJl~t t,vo minutes, just time 
enough for them to have bet:'n at the rxplo<.;ion 
and reach Los Ncgrosi rny fi.r:=;t reaction was 
that they W(T C c:11r 1turecl planes manned by 
Japanese, and tha t they had bombed ~ornc­
thin~ in the harbor. I cal!ccl on the photo~-
ra phcr r had hrn11ght \Yith me to photograph 
the plane~. lfr snapped tv .. ·o quick exposwT ~. 
which might ha\T liecn vc-ry me'ful. But, in his 
rxci temen ti he forgot to rcmo\·e the cover 
from his lens . So, no pictures! 

Af ount flood wai;; anchored in a d irect line 
from the sea thr0ug-Ii the entrance to Sceacllcr 
Ilarhor. Thnc \rn~ the refore the possibility 
that she m ight lic1vc been torpedoed by an 
enemy submZ1rinc lurkin~ outside the harbor. 
A chrrk was mack a.t t.hc harbor entrance con­
trol post on I'\drilo Isl~ncl, with negative r-c ~ 
suits. The sonic d e tection gear had not de~ 
trctccl any uniclcntificcl object p;"l~,..;ing into th e 
harbor on the nwrning- of 10 .:\'m-cmber. Anti­
torpedo nch had hcen stfftchcd acro:,;s the 
channel 011 the preceding nig ht c1s usual. 

But the control post supplied ;-in interesting 
picrc of infonn ;1 tion. The man m1 lookout i;1 
the tower s;i w a bur.st of li~h l nash iqJ\\·ar<l 



I 

from Mount Hood "like lightning striking up." 
He called the O fliccr-of-thc-Da ya nd reported: 
"I think there 's a ship on fire in the harbor !n 

The officer questioned: "\Vhat's that you 
say? What's that you say? Repeat." 

The lookout rep lied: "I say I t hink there's a 
ship on fire in the harbor." Then, only after 
several seconds elapsed in this conversation, 
came the burst of th~ exp lm:ion. 

I recall from readin~ that similar phenom­
ena occurred twice in \ Vorld \Var I. The ex­
plosions of the ammunition ships \Vhich 
wrecked Halifax and Archangel w~re eBch 
preceded by several seconds by an '~upward 
lightning flash.'" During those final seconds 
between the flash and the blast, the ships 
appeared to be undamaged . 

For some unknown reason, Al ouut I-food ha d 
been anchored jn the midst of the ships of the 
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7th Fleet Service Force. Casual ties to other 
vessels \vould have been minimized had the 
ammunition ship heen spotted at an isolated 
location a few miles dO\vn harbor, off the 
ammunition supply depot rtt Lu~os, the cus­
tomary anchorage for ships of this type. Some­
one was at fault in d esignating an anchora~c 
for }vf ount Hood so near the other ships . 

There were no major combatant ships 
present in Seeadlcr Harbor on 10 I\o\Tmber. 
Howeveri there were a bout 200 other ships in 
the harbor- mostly auxili a ri es such as cargo 
ships, transports, tankers, d epot sh ip~, e tc ., 
\l.:ith a sprinkling of d estroyers and destroyer 
escorts. It wa~ fortunate tha t th<; di: aster did 
not occur a month earlier, when the harbor 
,.vas packed with vessels of t he Seventh Fleet, 
sta ging for the in vasio n of Lr yte. I ha\'C seen 
photogra p hs 5howing some o f the 995 ships 

The USS Mi,ulm1110 was riddled with flying fragments from the i\lount !-food. AU 1'Iiml ,mafJ 
personnel aboye deck were killed outright. All told, 82 1\1i11danao men d ied~ an<l do zens 
more w~re wounded in the explosion. 

- .. .i,. ... ~-·•-· •-·----- ·..::: .... _-___ -
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asscrnbf<:>d in Secadler Harbor in mid-Oc­
tober 1944. One shudders to contemplate the 
havoc that would have been caused h:i.cl an 
ammunition ship blown up in the midst of 
this armada. 

Althollgh the enemy \vcre supposed to have 
been elirninatcd from the Admiralties by Oc­
tober, they were certainly cognizant of what 
went on there. The Base lntdligence Oflicc 
regularlr monitored "news" broadcasts in 
English coming from Tokyo, each day at noon 
and at 1800 .. The noon broadcast1 only four 
hours after the explosion, annotmccd: "An 

Aboard one of rhe rescue 
craft i!l. Seca<l!er J-farhor~ 
blood plasma was adminis­
tered to the \valking wound­
ed befo re rhcy were trans­
ported ashore. .;- ", 

Americ~rn battk~•d1ip [5ir] \\· .1~ hlmvn up in 
Manus Harbor this mornirn~ !,, The expression 
"v.:as blov.-.n up,~, in:-;tcacl of "blc\l,· up," or 
' exploded>" conveyed the implication that 
the Japanese had cau~cd the disaster. 

Then, on the 1800 broadcast the same day. 
Tokyo rC'pcated the star\", and added a lis t ,;\·. 
name of sc\·cral of the o,ther ships which had 
been damaged, including ,ifindanao . O b,·i­
ously~ the Japanese had rad io equipment in 
the nec1r vicinity which picked up the plain 
language messc.H.;es filling tlH' air as d amilgcd 
ships reported casualties and called for mccli-
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cal assistance, and transrni ttcd this informa­
tion to Tokyo. 

Two days later , natives on the south shore of 
Manus reported that they had seen fl ashing 
green lights off the coast. This may possibly 
have been a Japane$C submarine signalling 
coastwa tchcrs. 

There is a small island called Analmt, 30 
miles sou thca~ t of Manus, on a direct line be­
tween !vfanus and the J apanese base at 
Rabaul, 365 miles mvay. Anaba t is about one 
mik in diame ter, and un inhabited. This 
island seemed to be a likely location for a 
Japanese rad io outpost , so, on 17 No\'Cmhcr, 
I took a party there in a sn·1all coast::il trans­
port (APc), to investiga te. \Ve fo und no evi­
d ence of enemy act i\'i ty, but we did find some­
thing else. This wa~ a bulkt-proof gasoline 
tank of 600 g;:il lons capacity. Gra~s \Va 5 still 
g reen under th(' tank, an indicat ion tha t it 
had been lyin g there only a very brief time. 
Tran5lation of name pla tes identified the tank 
as having bc-rn j e tt isoned from a four-engine 
bomber. I\'o such bomber had. been previously 
reported in th~ ,vhok area , including Rabaul. 
And this particulrir bomber had not bf en ck­
tccted a t rill. It \\.·,1.s concluded that the ta nk 
ha d been dropped by the r econnai,:-,rnce 
plane vvhich had flown O\Tr 1fanus tf 1l' J a y 
before the disa.~ter. 

I mmediately after the 1\f ount Hood cxplo-

* 
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COMMANDER Gn.i=: enlisted in 
th e U . S. Navy in 19 17 and 
served aboard the cargo ship 
LTSS 1i.·iue~ }· until li e- was com­
m issioned a~ an en:;ign in Sep• 
tember 1918. Recalled to 

active duty in O c tober 1942, 
he scrvrd successin:ly as 
Training Omo~r, LION II 
(forward area Naval Oper­
a ting Base) and LIO:'-r IV. He 

was assi~ncd a'> Base Inte llhrcncc Ofliccr , U.S. Naval 
Base, t,.,fanus, Admiralty Is-lands, from March 1 t).l4 
until Srptcmbcr 1945 . H e remained active in the 
Naval Reserve Intelligence T rainin ,g Program from 
1945 unti l h is t'rtircment in 1958 . 

sion, a Board of Im-c::;tig'ation was comTntd in 
USS Sierra (AD-18). Ti'1c Bo c1 rd gathered evi­
dence and heard test imony for one month. 
The possibilities of a ttack by submarine ,vcrc 
ruled out. Air attack was ruled out a l~o . ~'\;o 
co nne ction \vas established hctween the ciis­
asteT ,rnd the th r ee :\mcriran~markf d planes 
fly ing av.ray from the ~ccnc\ mentioned in an 
earlier paragraph. 1 • or wa~ a ny connection 
found wtth the JapmH.' '-C recon n;1i 1,~;c111ce pLinc 
whidt had j e ttisoned th e gas ta nk on .-\na hat 
I~ Iand. The fina l dcci ::;i e,.:1 ·cf t he Bo:i rd ,..,. ~t~ 

that the cxplo!- ion h ad n"'rnltcd from unknmvn 
accidenta l cr111~r s. 

THE EXECUTIVE Officer or a large nav (1I supply d epot 1.vas con­

No Problems 

Under Those 

Circumstances 

ductin g a weekly executive co nmitl<'e mrct i Tl (} while the Con -
manding- Office r was on leave. After the usu a l run-down of the 
events of the week and comments thereon , the Ex l"c asked each 
officer and ~cnio r dvilia n for reports on 1n a 1ters of interest and 
problems th a t might cnncern any of the dt·part nw nl~ . 

:\ftcr rcceivi ng negative rcpor ts from a H prt·:-<' nt, th e Ext"cutivc 
Ofliccr ('~prc,ssc-d amazement th a t there w,1s not a sinr;le p roblem . 

F in ally, a junior grade licutcn.int in the lHKk of the room pip<·d up a nd said, "Sir, 
,vc1re all just enjoyin g th<.; Capt,iin's leave." 

- - Contributed br Commander \ Vu.1.I1\ \l A. J oHAKNESEN, SC, U . S . Navy 

( 1 he }./aral l nstitu{ f' tl'ifl pn)' Sm.oo for eoclr (lllfCdole (J(ctfJlrd_for / 1ublicri tw11 in !ht P f<DC LFDINGS.) 



After the i.i01Ji'~T HUOD incide:Ht on the 1CJth life ab o r1rd 

C00LBAU·1H relaxed into unev entful in-rort routine .. '/ith 

the e xcept i on of __;c ttin___: un:irJr",·r _).y t\\'i c e f or fu(,lir.:.~_; -.·/e s-..·_;u_n~ 

to our c.n c h or u ntil 0440 on 19 1-:ovembf";r when, in co;rrplic.nce 

with C2,rDi v 27 O:p ~Plan 2-44 , r:/e __::: ot u:idcn?~lY r.:.s 2. r~,'.""L'." t of 

TU 77.4.6. 
·de ':.;ere to be a unit i n th2 ncr - 2n for th.:-·ce CV_.~;s, 

U.S. 3. I.~A ·~Cu:3 n)·L ·JJD ( CV7~-7' / ) , U. 3. S .. -~h VG ~c_nJ.- diD ( CV~>-7 3) , 
a U ~, --. - •1 rin · T.) --. ·,r ( ·t-r-· --0, ,:i· th , · · · 1 an . ::::> , ►J •. F.::~lnU11 .t_·LJ. G 1 D-u J. 1.ne o -- e r r3.n.J.ps in "t w screen 

we.r e to rc..:n::e :~vons vii th Cc1r2)iv - 29 . 

The r:: onth of' i-: ovc1;10 Gr r.:":.s a rou ___ ;h one for c.~ll conce.r1icd 

nt T,oy ·tc, r' j1Q, i· t :•~r;c" n ot lli1. t 7 "t TT ,0 11 7 ···1 to l)-:}"'8 ~;-1 1, 0 1· .... r1 nfor• ~, -t_~J. f-),. C., _..., -....., ' t..,a . ".__ ~.) - ...L ~ - , 'n -..., ...._ - - ,_ \.:_; v , ~~ L U --~ , ,✓ ~- • . , _ 

is land ccml.d bo co j1sideTcd s ecured. 

On 1 1: uva1:1b er the t c ct i c c:,1 situc:. t ion : :.t Ley to ·,:::·:. s 

serim.i.3 . ~:}?e tTap:J h a d v irtu2ll~y recovered c 01Jtrol of the -~lir 

and theJ·c \".·ore .rc~JOT°t.t3 thnt their sh1ps Vv'crc re curnin~; to 

fi ,;ht. l'ho [1ituY. Lion in the ,-;ulf ~·.ra r.-1 cons1ci(~ rr:d c2 . .,L,i c2.l 

b oc2.trn2 of t he l-1::~_wy dr;_;fL.:..~G ·oein,.; inf1i ctcd on o:.~.r ~,11 i ~_)s b:} .. 

Kn,m_i_ka~c G . 

Des1 i t o the 0ztrc::W3ly f o~:i.l v;;~c.::thar J-r~1::1~ .ncso .r u i1 i..for·co­

rnGntB r .1crc 1~cj_n~1
; lnnc1c:5 ci.t Uruoc B~1y on the rr-:: ~1 tcr.n shore 

of Le:ftc 8.nd ·9Je.11oc r / -8:r.D hoi11~; st u ~_.,ccl j_n to onc_;:1J-}1~ld 

airf'i cld~~J. 

d :-1xs 43 :J ~d .. rc r.' tf t v;c.ro dcDtro.::roc.l ;:,1..nd the lJC ·vy cru ·Lc-;e:r 

Jiil.CHI i'J: ·,s mrnt. 



b~\se d0volopr1cmt on Lcyte. This limited the use:f 1J.L'i.c;~s of 

the Arnr~r Air Corps and thr ·v/ the burden of air su~-n\ort on 

On 11 Eov,J1::~cr fr1.J :il~:r '~-, :---1 ·: ·ri0~ Ji tc:.-·n.11;/ d0r~tro:_roc1 ['.. 

J2,p convoy fro::1. .,~aniJ.o. for Or. ioc. i .. 11 5 or 6 tn.:ns rlo_rt ::.=J r:ith 

10, OOC troors r .. 'o~ c:) su!1l·- 1 ~1-ls o 4 destro;:rern ~ TbiG dc--tr~.ction 

1:-iator1.c,lly shortened tlw J.12yt c c 2 111p;d_In. 

Dcs:pi tc 2.1J th is tho Jc:.,pmie.Je ·~·10re detri_r;;line d to bi tt2rJ.;y 

defend Leyte . 

Be·~neon 12 nnd 25 l~ ovoLiber 11.'.:=l.sk Forc e 3 8 struck h:_:,rd ~-:.t 

aircr.o.ft , ne.t e ric-1lJy int2Tferir1~; nitt. the rQS~J-~>1)1~,i ~~ -; of JJE\'/t0 . 

'l1he J ;2.JLn·~'!:JC, howevGr, ootwrvc d thP pc:.t tc:rn of o_~J sr~·: t .I.on 

and t}rn loc~, tio~w f rorn Ylhich the c ::.,.rr i ::r:::.1 v;cre 1rtlU1c ~: i n0 
their 8 t J .... l~ ~: C 8 • l) n th p 2·; t 11 0 f n O V O I'.l b '=; r t b 8 C ,.. r r j •♦\ r r ! 0 n r, Y' .- ·t i' ..,1'· . ~ ../ ....... v .. "'-... T - .- - " ... -• ..._ ., _ ~__.. ' J. ..._. _ 1,_ .... 1 ) 

on ~L ~y 6 t.:) ri1I} es off J~w-rnn, Vlerc b~:.d1 y hi. t b y LLi.1.1 :Uu:.~~ nD. 11ho 

resultj_n _; d :T1,~,:;G c~-~vx.cd tl: ~111 to vi i. tlHl.r·c,,·/ ::-~nd tbw coJ1c11.:_dcd 

their sn~1port of t he 1 eyte or1 cre tion. 

On l~_nd ,,.t:.lc fi __ )1tj_n~ had been diff j_cu:t_t 1n tho ·,·.·or2t 

p ossible v,rcatbcr. Despite their rever- .. es t}12 c.h:pa 1,r ,le: ;::1 

bold lJ id to ,~.,r~.2 :J tho in j_ t lat i V8. JJc~ir1ni.11 .. ~; o d 7 / l.: ovc~r1h er 

nirf i eJrb . ~[1he y')lf:n :fJ 01yr)c cJ. b;.:. d J.~f. 

13y l Dsceffb?r the Sixth J·. rmy contro l 1od rn o ~:t of Lcyt c 

crxce:pt t}~o 3~:u-; .Tuidro l_)f:min:JLllU. \':8f:t of Cr.Lrj_c..;~:r;_.~. H:~~' ~.:nd 

a sE.mlici r cnJ~_ .?'' [i2cto.!· '{/:!_ tb :;. 12 miJ.e r;~:.dilw fro:.1 Or . . oc . 

hco..vy cx·u:l.ser , 1,1J :_ l·1K~110 : ,:i: ~.; , fo ~-1. r 1 1()1t crLlir~r,r ;J Ei.nd E~L::t ncn 

d c ~"3 troJcrs ~.-.'cTn ~~~ t :U l il~ 1.8~' l.; c 1,}uJ.f. tthcr::: \\' 1·::r(: no ~'.-o: 1_.,\)r 

nny f ire: Slll) _:)ort dut ic ~-; for tJJ<::- ·c G}1Jrs. 'l11iu u~_.1 ly .!' : 1.~~ on 

fo.r ko -.~ __ 0in, _; th~: . .1 L ~ JJO;/ t c '. ;n Jf r/t~r::; to :)rott;ct roi~1f orcc;:~c11 t 

convoyc; f .r·o :.1 a ir a tt ~·c1: 1tdth tll(~ir a:.1t _i.- o.j_rcr1. r t f ir 1~ . 



On the rr10rnin0 of 27 l1ove1~1bcr the sh .ips Y.♦ ere::• honvily 

attaclrnd by Kamikaze 2.nd torpedo pl;mc:s . Tv,o d.:. t.ys lat:-_::r at 

sunset Ol: the 29th the uTOUp \,·as b c,., d J y hit a~ain . 

I~othin_; could be do11C:: to count0r;lct e~{CGJYt to sto_p up 

anti-c.ircroSt dofense n11 a round. U:ne thin:. ., cou-1d bo done 

riL;bt T!/l~W - ... ~et :pl2n8s tQ to Lcytc thQt could nnd \·;ould 

interc c:9t (rnc1.:w fli.~hts. 

It was for this puq)OSC thc~t O0.r t2.f1k uni. t ·,·:e,s beir.'..:_: 

dispa tched to the Leytc:i e.rea. 

No s oons r h ad we clcsred t he n':ts nt the harl~or entrrrncc 

and th0 escorts for .: .:.ed the cJ.rrti ---sub~mTino ::wr :-- on tr18.11 the 

fjboss '1 put us thT ou_.;h our :,q:~.c es . 

The fon'.:~·-~ t ion s pe e d y,r2,s 16 1:::nots . r vc.r:ir f c .. -.r rd.rmtss a 

cour£--:;e chan,;·e: i.\· o uld be si~nallcd 1.'..~h j_ ch rG (j_Ui r2d the: escorts 

to r-2orien t the screen to a nc- 1.=.r 8.:xis . Us:Ln~,:: th e J.1 .. 1. r-ocver:in~; 

boo_rd to 1)lot reLi,tivo s-r)eecfa a:n.d coL.rses w0 ,,';o~11d crd I for 
.... ,J,,. 

flan k S) eod to ror~c11 o._'.r n c\'/ por..3it j_ on, co.i'1t 5.nuou~::;1,y ch8ck L-'1_-...-­

ranJe ,~ncl. bc~'.ri::-1..:,;· on the -~·u ide to a ;;~.:>urc our corT c: ct ~J!"o___;r2sr~ 

2lor1 ___ ~ t ho IJ}. ott(-::d line. J:hh1 o~-=crci;·!e L;str, i for cd)01~t tr .. -o 

hmu~~:1 .. 

burst to sorvo r::s t 2.1\ ... ;ct for the prL~·~.:tj_cc . .:~:-~c}1 3jd.1'l L! turn 

h~--d her ch~1.J'lC () t O dc.1;10:i.:J tr~-:L tG hor ; =,li :U i ty' l1h :i.D 9r··:. c tic C 

lastc,d f or o.boP.t ~'\/O l10n.rs • .c\ t noon 1,·:c 0ec 1,1.rcc1 fro;.i ~; ,~me.rt~:,J 

~Che n_c;;.: t f a\·; lLt~/f:J 1-:i :::,~•-;uc; c.i. WL~ve11tfuJly. '..: 1J-t ~; fur: , i_ Lion 

st0~·b 1cci. i. : t ~1bout 15 knotn , zi,;-zr~._., 0·:L fl ---; ; 1 cco rti:Ln _; to _:; lc·,n:-J 

whj_cJ 1 r.'O.?"'e; c1J'. ~n_ ." (l t·ro .. L ti1i1c to tirnG. ·;:;-:ch chy r.:(~ h ·cl fL~_--.j_n ... :: 

pr,,·, ctico. Un the ?lrit, t'.·w de.y s OL1-t, ,:0 f Pc ::.r\d fTO .·l tho 

Ji'1. VO .LJ.!, ,:.D . Jl.--:·r offL~~c.r·.: "i •:cr~~ vr:l'~i co r.-;r1:!.::i.J>'tt 1~;;: tu ll:J 1, nth 

:J.8 to O d X' execut ion of t}1 r~ n.: ·,.1. 0 (;Vcr ~-:,n :.~ the fine: :·,_:_)r1 c;~1.r H~!() 

1:Plw nc:-~·t d :.. .y :-:s \JO pro_ .rn<,;_! :;d 011 our 1. \·w,tr,r]~r con r~ :2 

r:c piC 1'(;(: U J) ihlwlt11:~,ll.f1 r~~J: :. ~1d ' L-'::J_: ·n, 0:1 tlw .l'~::l .r . i; C.~l4-c3 I 



Th2. t ev e n in,.; , rie()~r ou r o_p e rr:.t in1..: q,rc2 , we want to t; e n cr::-,.1 

~u E,rters for dusk alert. 

Our o pe r :.·tin, __ ; .:1.r~ ! on t l:ir3 o cc ~_·:;ion 1:.:~-~~J f;1.rtlrnr c[~~t 

thc~n i t h.~ __ td been n r1wnth before . ,,-ii th f·drn ·· .r:;,l 0l)r:_--;_~;: ... t0 ' s 

~roup ov.r O),.:r:~~t ions cen tnrn<1 ~1 t c~_p..:_T ox :Lr;;.~~t r~ Jy 10-JU n 
126-J.0 B . 1;0 1; .1, 2,b o ut bO ;_1iJ_es further r:Jo~th u.nd ~, bout 1 ~·5 

mi l es f ctr t hor C)nst we c ent r. r nd 2.t 9-10 R 1 ~ C--30 .:'.:. The 

K.:::~mikazGs v,ho were s o busy :~~t this t'i 1.ne j _n Lcyto :] ulf, '. '..8 

n ot ed D.bovo , did n ot dis c over us iu our off~~hor0. r iositj_or: 

fo r vihi c :1 rm '..-:ere dul~y thc,nkfu1 . 

F or fivo .J~- .Yf3 \·c c:1rrj_od ou.t fJ.j __ Lt o ~-,0.r-... tim:~; clu.rin ___ ; 

the c.1 r.~,1l =L :;ht hours . E:.~_ch che,n,~·0 of cour3e for Lt.i ,htn :rnd 

re c ovt~rJcf-; r ' ,3 ,-:-.:..uircd tlrn s c re en to r:::orj_cnt 1r.:hj c h h:rnt LUJ 

cons t {_:i,ntl~r oi1 tho run . Once ·_:c. c h w:...:.tch r,.-·c; excrc j_fi ·· d ~::.t 

sound c -.~.:n-t;,·:_c-'c st~~tj_ ons in cJ, 1di tio_1 to m~4r n0v8r en.Jj_n _r rrn .:~~:.r 

n o }Jlr~nc,,_; to shoot dovm. I n sho_·ct , r.:c h ;~.d no OI> ~"1 orturLi.ty to 

d ir3 t ln_ :uJ s.h OL1-J:'~:.-;c:1vcs . The cr-L "_; in2.l 0-r) .Fln.11 h:~.cl c ~ .. 1lod J' o· ..... us 

to rer~_('.(:~vous vr.Lt ?~ C~:,rDiv ~'S off LcJtc: i:.-1 1:i.ch nro ~.1 L ~cd a 

a .nu. nB :] . .re~u1t 0 1 1 .:r ~;Jr', .. ~ Unit had be en u0t 1; :i. l r: d to thJ n 

more pro;·i: . ic op<-:r:·: t 1on. 

On thn J,10.r.:LLn J. o~r tlY) ~-:)th ne fnc~lo Cl f .:_• o.!1 ; 1 .. . >:Clk; T .-3~)- .r D, 

t ho L L:.:. . :.3 .:.~ :j_ ~J of th c U ff J. c er in 11 c·: e; t i c r.: 1 <.J o .. J '1' :.1 J d ( rw r b o:: r 3 ) ~ 

Tho :fo .l.1 o ·.·;in_ oven .in .... ; upon coEclusj_on of fLi , ) ·d~ O ' )C!' ~i tJ oEs 

ov.r[~P-lvcs rci :;.~Li.n cc1 , but oD .. r JJU::J h: .. d b~ -~:n ~:·c: ;)l . .. c0d. ·.·: :i th L' . . :.s. 
I!AJjLL; "··-1! ( J~J--584) , U . .. 3~~). lL< .u ,:~: ( !JJy-:j [ ,5 ) , U. :~ • . ; . 11

./_1 ,. ~ _·.·; 

( jLJ-5T1) ~-~ i d u . .3 ~ .-) • 1u~·1-J 1·'E J~J i.l. •, LIL'~' (.:J 1)--J 1J~; ). 

4 

_·'.t 145,1, Or) t}1r: ;:-8th \','(~ ~.1oorol-.l ~.!l0.1~ __,:.:d.c"c u. r). :.-; • ;:, l~J>:C (.-~u--~.'f) 



in Ko _·sol Ro;:;,ds to fuel. Another job was concluded. 

·rwo aoJys later r;e r0ported to CoraC8.rDJ.v 28 (J\ d1,r~rol 

d ) · Tf ·1 ,~ l'"'i r1l""'J · -, y (C-[L' gr~) t Hen er s on 1 n 1.. • ;::, • 0 • 0 1 ~ ,..r i- ~· i , I° h . ~ . \ .u r c: · o cs c or t t l'.1 '-~-t 

sh i IJ D.nd .?::.1~T1:0F ~SiiY b o,ck to 3Gc:.~dler Hu,.rbor, Lrmus. :I'he 

other shi.ps in t}rn screen -.1cre U.S. ~3. ·./.:\ ]. J-C.~~}~ ( .!JD- 517), 

U. 3. S. CH!"LUnCEY ( DJ).- 667), 2.nd U.S. 3. L -~ HAY ,,.t' lL;:-) (j}J ( .Dl'>-4- 14), 
later j oin0d by U.S. :3. 3TJ_-=~ii S ( DD--588) • 

• '/e nrrive-:1 at ,.:anus without incident on J Deoe:1b2r. 
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COMMANDER CARRIER DIVISION 

TWENTY-EIGHT 

c/c rlc1:.~t r~t Oltice-, 
f;{;J1 ! rrnciec:,, C.:.llfornin_. 

COL-::s.·w.nJ ,::r t.:c~J·:;·j ,~r U. viuicn 1. :;Jtil-:..1 :~1 ~ '7. 
~~ Lo C! .. ~-:if ('_f fo.)"i l t U}.riK~nrwl. 

!l cu t•t>~·.-:f..r. :- t~ ~\'!:.l"~ 7. W.)7~:;:;:_;_r-,f I t;:·: -.~ • ;:~~ce..tAl r~;~<irt -
p~ri<.YJ :.·J :; W t1° !,:,.(-l ... t~ J rn~ ••;__J;1-lr,- l / ~,.J .. 

l. ~'11~ f o tlr.n·:·.: r. f.; r tt;)J:r t. ~-t tt~~- .-.i,i t.t-c:d: in n i: ~-c~rd:-: !; t;!) Y.:::i th ref~ 
cr~~co ( aJ. 

:-.. Yrc.\: i ~J :.~.::v~-~·J . ., •J1 .. t0; ,..,~Jr:;1 ;Lr~:r, l.'.:11~~ t~ :n r. ::: . f ~ Ct 1;,:_21.1.tc-:; 
C:2: ~.::n, C .''.";':•:. ~:~~:.d :·:-~ : . .5.c:j~ . ..::~ : ·:.'~·:;. -·:f";."'.',."~ .. ;;1 ~'. ---;a;" ~.- t(~<·t~·.rL 7. !·:,·~:·:: ::~!.:..s, t::.::~. , 
Jt~'"~--.~ \1 :.·::. {'. \·:· _:~ .. . .'1. t··. -~ :: rt<·: :; [ ,:r t .n c .:: i·i:Jn~~; r:,;~ ::~n· >~i· ;.ivl~ir.~ ~ -- --~- . .:'i ~ 

7 ;~ i ~ · ' r-•: r 5~· ~-i c~ 1Y:1~'f;..! ~'.:: t:·1 :~~ )~~, ,·-:rt ~ ' ;.·:. t ~:::1nt C?-~-
, , .. f - J~ t.:; J ._,: ; :• -~~.i i ,t~ ( ; , ;~ ,.),111 1 -7 ... ( ~ ~ -,:' ;r,i" .t~. ;,~~r~·orc~,::··:! G ~~~ 
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}i'rom an opero.tional stc.ndpoint the mo n th o·r DPcmnbcr 

for us v10.s a complete hiatus. It did, hmwvor, Ge .rvc n. v c'ff;{ 

nf1cessary purpo~-:;e. Tho ship l?n.d been op oratin.~· con ~tr.mtly 

f or 14 months. Sevr:rn months n.:~·o, in I'ilr-~.y, we h:~d hctcl n. 

schedul8d 2vailabj_Li.ty 2vlon~;'Sic1G a repc:>,ir sbjp and now uftnr 

sevsral rn onthr-:1 of j_ntcwJ5-vc opcrat t on 't:'0 \'12rc:. in ur_ :ent nf'CL_1 

of another . Furthermore 1-NG vory much needed dry do:;J-~ Jn,_; to 

c lean the ~-;rowth v:hich had acc1.,,1.J:mlr.:1.ted on thrJ uotton aJ'tcr 

months of opercJ, tin_; j_n v.10.rm tronical v1n.t c.n-:;. 

Vie woro d i:~appointod tl1:1t vte vrnro not tncJ.lH1cH1 :i.n the 

L-Iind oro oporo.t:i.on . 

I.Tindoro in 2n h-;1;_1-wl v/hO;.:iO :;rc::1.tc::=.d; d. :i:-1c ns iun~ '.; nr c~ 58 

by 110 1o.nd uLLcs .. It iH jur:d,; oouth arnl fio,1J:J.rc:J, tec.1 J'.rom Lv_zon 

by the 7~} wile Y.iide Ve rde Ir:;lnnd Passa(~c. All sn:3. t rnJ'f ic 

from Vindr-tnc..:~o e nd f_rojd Lciytc vt:i, the) Su.rj._._:r~o n n d ~:;::m B2rr ·.TcU n o 

Str~d. t.G to ccnt .r;2l 2.nd northern Luzon nur;t J)~:.ss cJo: ~e ['bo ::.-.rd 

thj s iD L .:.ncl , \·'those Eort}: o.rn poJnt , Cope C:-1.1r:.v ~i. t :--:· , J i. (~3 onl y 

ninety 1nLLc:r; Lcom Unn·i la b;/ scri, . 

The move- to l.lindoro w~lB ono of' the bo1dorJt dttr in:~ tlw 

l,) tw:Lfic \'i<~,r. ~Co c1<h1 <: t.!1~;.s rlod . .. ;c into the Cc:Jntr ~·J . . ?h:iLL})_pi .. :r":-.:: 

it ~-JOuld bo JH)Gef~:;r~ry to l J~rpn.~fJ ~3C: V (;J\:.:1 j_ny)Ort: ·n t c t1 orny--]1r;J.cl 

isl:mdr;, nnd ~ when orJt~-~-bLi.:-~lwd at the ~J ~:.n Jo::c:c 1J~_r: c, r._1e ·,-;onld 

be o.lrno::;-t svJ.TO:;i_r~clod b;{ 0:1E~r:\Y e,ir.f j_cldf~. 

O'.•,.rin~~ to the rct~·!rdE::d a:Lr b~1.:3o c1c,,re1o_p1;1 r:n t i r1 j-JC\:rtc er; 

pr2viouc1l;y not c) c1 .hl lj_ od co n t.roJ of tlw :dr v.:r.) :~t [~:.id north o:f 

le~rtc w~:.s f 't 'r ~f ro:11 co:rt_pJctn on 5 lJccGJ•11w.r VJ 1: t.1 ... D2c ::.UDC of 

th in it Y/· \G :i. r!IIW re~ t :i. ,.re:. to 1J o C-j t(J ono the Oj"Cr-:: t .Lon fr on 

5 D~c,!rnl1cr , n.r) ori~ina1Jy plcnncd, to tl .0 1:5t}1. 

The J,l:i.nd o :co _:\_ttnck Grou:p under t he cl. ·i rc:.ct cc;,,.1 11~_)_nd of' 

Adw:i.rDJ ;) t.r u. l1J. 0 J.11 the: 1:L,:_1;ht C ! 'LL!.fJCr n1\;,;,nvni1,1~ co,1:-; _i!:i.,C1 cl of 

8 (:i_ (-~:"::,--1L_· J·•o,1.r,....., __ .,_:r -f• y • 'l)l•' '_'"' Ul'' 'l" ('1 J(l JJ C)trrln "j? ·1 !...J'l' i• • -JJ Jc,·,·, .. , ]() -, ._,..,,... •'(l l , ~ / ! •~ V -• I l l l....) ~) I J,. } ' f • • I • ~ IJ ' .,I _. • .JI,,. • 'I { l) ' _) r J .,I • - t.._J ' . - _ ~ ,.__._,_, ~.) • 

and 7 rnna]J_ ::lilJ om.:ocpcro und JA ot hcT :-wi:~~-lJ c r·;~St 1,·,r:i_i:h 

11110 Clo:~n Cov-c1 ri.n:,: ;--; roup rn1dcx· JL ~·:r· 1\ch1:i ·;•:; ] 'Jk·rJ~<: ~' 

co1L~1J~-) te:d o:r t :so J i,)1t cr1:i:i.: ~crt·:, one 11-.~iv,r cr·u L:~1_:r :· ~1d f.H::vcu 
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Tho r1otor ~-'orpcuo Bont Group cow;1undo d by Lt~ Gdr . 

N. Burt Dnvi.f{ consitsd of 23 P11 1)oatr-1. 

In o,c1di tion , Hear J~drniral 1! . D . Ruddock cor:niH-.ndod a 

Heavy Co-vcring and C:_trrier Group of b,'~1-ttleship,0, cru.isen3 , 

eGcort currim"'s and dcntroycrs, to op0rci.tG j_n tbe Sulu Sea 

in support. 11ho j_nclusion o:f . the CVl~s ViOB .Ac.l rn i.rt_:;.]_ I:inkaid ' o 

idea , c,s the one ne[ms of protoctin:; t}Je convo:/ dur 1n~ ho1.1rs 

when t he J\.A.F. could not be present . Por~t_pc.mc ~n!c nt of t:!:w 

ta.r~ct elate ena bled thJ~1 L~ rov._r, t o renc1e½vous cit Eos~:;o1 

PassaGG, on 5 December& It co111pr1r.rnd buttlnship,s \'/B3T VII~GITTIA, 

COLORAJJO and trc,~•;/ I,I8X1CO; lj {;ht cruiscru JJEHVt;;1 , COJJUJ.D3IA rind 

I.10NTP:2~LIEn; escort cr1,rricrs N}/rOIJA BAY~ Ll/dHLA }31\Y, I.IAJWUS 

ISLAND, KADI~SH:'~N DAY, SA_VO I~3L/JfD and OLIU!~lIEY D/1Y; n,nd 18 

destroyers . 

It r.raB on 30 NoveE1lrnr that V7G h r.::,d v2,rt cd cons1any rdth 

lrUtHCUS ISL-AHD e.nd Si ... VO ISL/'JdJ nt Ko~rnol ParJ~JD ~;c, ahrn the 

t J'I i ~-, Ir! I -,_- - }I ' T ) ,' J_) _--, -1 rn ··rr "" C .. 1 
f"''f d I) ! '[ JJJJ. TI ·r -;o-1·r ] ·1 dos ·ro~rars /~ .L.1.J \.dd ~, A ttl'i _;~L, .L\1. lr ru c,n . U:L J . l .. 1\.J[' 'l~ . , [t ---

"' 
of whorn ·-::er(:: l.uc:1ucJ.Gd j~u /id :-.i1ral hucht ock ';3 i_;ronf) . Tho 11/1.t TJ(;1111 

1 

• • l t - · J , • ...(:' UT r• c• rr 1 _1 -[ I)- , ·, 7 I - TJ J , ') ) ) inc:u. en · r1.J_ _Ly, 'X,'.l.s n s :u-:;cor r; n J]J OJ: .~). u. ,J .. l_J _1 _, J.J.L \ n. ----'oc 

wh~~ch I r1aD to cornn1und 11 1;) onths lato.r . 

The J o.pan0f1e clef en8 cs o~f EilJ cloro Yi' e r e:; vc .ry j_n:;,,dN2_nr~t o . 

J\.bov. t 200 solcHers \'v'Crc tn t1ic San Jo:-:.10 c:.rc;: nn d not moJ'o 

held J'OOd cardu in the Dhar.1e of o. dozon or 1r101·c rdrf ield:-: in 

th(:.t the !)rj_n c5._r,cJ. r();:J ir~ t~-1,nc c ~o an 1\1118.J occ1.1.: '~;ti o11 of 

}.-indo.ro vy101J_Jd be" o~f:f(:-;-i·,;(J b~/ t)w lt[w1i~~-· :~~ c Co.1 ·1)~3 r:nd th:·.F.1 

proved to be t]Jo c; i.r;e. 

It \1U.l3 an Lmluc ky 13th i' or tho 11:0. Jn convoy, tJw J.I:im1o:co 

_Attack Poree: , Sho _rt1y bofon} 1500 u~3 t}w convoy \ ,r: i ~1 ~.ibuut to 

rm.1.nd th~ umtt}wrn c :·1,pc of' }~n~ . ..ror~ into thr; :;u~l v ::-)nr1. , :J 





he carrio \·~ tr.ro hor··1l)S' l,nt1-1 o·f' ·.·:}1·1 c} i '"~:-: :·., J od c d.. Th0. ~-; I ;1~v~i:·1Jr ,: 

w2.s bad1~,r d~wn~c d c.nd put out of riction. :'\drnJraJ. :H:rubl c, 

General Duncl-~ol ancl sonc 50 f:tnff off ice.rs and '.?r: r corTCfJ·-· 

pondents tranr:;for:rN1 to des lroyc.r D.:";.SlIL:•;JJL. The ck.~.1 :-1- __ ;ed 

cru ise.-r, r.;~c orted b3r ;]T./1.TJJ.Y , then re turne d to Le;ytc :;u lf , 

At 1705 Doc e1:1bo.r 13, shortl~y nftcr Adrnir2J. Rudd ock' r.; 

6 roup cnt -:::-:rec1 the Sulv_ S0,_l, b o,_:o?s n::J)cr:.1.--cd on rcicl i.r fJc .rc en~_, 

closin~ f.ro11 thr. northc;lst .. Th ene rcprr ·:]cntc d s even K[;.t1 .l.lGJ.~.:,'.';S 

with thrn8 fj _;~;ht ::: r m~cortr::1 w}LLch k:d t~1kon or=r ~fro i';1 Cebu at 

1630. Co1.1be.t l~ir .Pa.trol i 1rccrco ~:--) tcd them t ldrtc: on 1dles ovt, 

but three brok e throu~'11. Ono v1~·w shot d 01.·m by [) t!c.roc:n :Lnt~­

dc-rntroyer , e. Decond by 1.','j_;;s~~ VL :~al'~ I/~ ; but th e} t h i.rc1 bor() in 

on Hi\TIADEF .. Its ri,.;ht rfi n,_; sho2.red the s }; ;i.rbo~~·-rc1 onc1 rind s.ftor 

_ Edde of t h~~ t cl 0~~ troyer' ~J, br:i cJ.i__;o; the fw=;olal~·e, 2.ftor cl(.: (\ rn1,~; 

thG starbo.:-.~rd boc,t , ;:;truck tbc r.;:cL~rcb1i{;ht o:n J{o .1 ~;t[.'.,ck and 

burnin~· sn,solinc~ s plo,shcd over the ~.f tcr })~,: rt o:r the oh=Lp. 

Eun:er0W3 r:J ms.11 f j __ rc-:;J f.."i }Jrc.n;_; u::i and s t c:-~.m sJ-wt on t from 

it diff icnJ.t f or S(.l .U or ~~ to 111ove 

too h:.:.d to return to Lcyto .:;nJ.f . 

}i'or 14- JJeccmbe.:r t JJ. 0: J~:_:p~-,ncr:1e hJ,~;ll co :. 1;n r~nd pJu-:incd c"?,,Jl 

. . 1 n=:. EJ C Rr r J_ C ( 
'10 
.)U' 

Th:-) J r .. nd.:i .. ~1~ , on t11n lvJucJ 1 nc: ~r 3 ::.n {_'j o:-:e: r:c·.nt o f'f '.'..iithou. l; 

a h j_ t Ch (1
• n d ~-'. C C O -~•'.'' ~H n , . ., t O r :L ">ll ' th C f. i r fJ t ·, ·;: : V C 1 ;,i . J d .-r . .n, _ _). [~ t 

07:31 on tl1r : ]5th. 
11cre; \·.·o \·1· :LU r\.> .i.11 tj_Hu tc (1i.r·cct1y f ru;n ~; .,·!;11 ~.'. or~.r~~olj ti : 

"The Lib er; t .i 0 1J of tJw fl.d J :~pJ_) j_nor; 11
• 

' 'J?o :r· AL1i1l.~.r: 1J . :·>t l'UlJJ.c, y;}w li:.-'.d f:o:~'n tln'OL 1 _h t}·1-~ ~:or:.!' nc"i? 

or:~ r : 'ti on 

3 



Bov._zninvilJ.c, nlno h~'_c.1 r:1- ~p1~~o.:.:;ant snr.:.>~~j se. Lin(d:2,r 1:r inutcfJ 

,-J..ft cr lancUn . .,·, the h 1f.·:.ntrymon h[:,d push2e_1 ovnr '1 rntJcJ inln.nc·i 

throuJ·h dry sn'";;·:.r c{·:.r1e , .r :Lcc ficlus c:.nd DC~:,Lt::rc~d coconut 

,J;roves , enconntcrirJ ~_i; only a !::;d(tJl Jn~1c:~.n0.se dntc:J. chr:te:nt on 

Camin:.: wi t 1?oilrt:. Sc.n Jo~38 w::!B occupied ·b~y t he 50J:r·c1 i\.i rbornc 

at n O On • ~~ h G t Cr r · u in l O () 1~ e d b OD. u t :L :Cu 1 t; 0 n en Vl h O 1:: rt d b () C n 

slo~6 j_n;· th.rou~;h Lc~.rta mud for ·1:1oelrn, and vterc nor,r out of the 

typhoon raj_n belt on ~o od clry lr:,nd . Incl.ccd. , tho l;:;·J1cLLn-.:; •,·.:c~s 

almost too ~·ood. Son~o of t he 8(: 0,s o11e0 cou_rni_~ __ .;.r1crf1 s 1ne1led e 

rat. Ho v.:ns cornin~; , on Ylin._;s. A ~JtlJJ~~ncso r eco~111c.:i.~;::; ~·:\11ce pJ ,•:~no 

had spottod the lfrnd:Ln_( opcr;3_tions nt o.bovt 0 530; nnd short.1J 

after, ::rnmc 15 to lo JCauJkcjzcs '.?ith ci.s mnny e :1cortfl tool~ off 

fr01.ri. Dmiao u.nd Clr:,rk Field . 

"At Oo00 J\ . • 1\. F. 1Jlc1.ncn arr:1.vGd over tlw J,d~do_ro bench­

head to relieve the c[:).rr lc-T-b.::.'.sed aj_rcruSt , nnd /hl11~.i:.rnl E;tl...l!.'.f'' r; 

unit , w i -t, h /t dn j _ r al } \U d a. o ck ' s 0T o u f l , r-; t ~:,rt e c1 b ;:-,_, ck t o JI E1 y t 0 • 

Slow Tow Con-i:.roy 1d:~:f_~. sttJJ. COi ::.:L n~ urJ. \\·,1nlV(: u-i_nu.tcn 1ntor t 1H: 

E.a1:1ikr.i_:;,~ns b o;_)::n to bore :Ln . One, a tor ped o _pl[ ·:nc, hr<?.c1c~d for 

-th8 c c.~rri J er ..... ,T' OUIJ. ·,·i}1(:n a bo~.1t JOU y r:,r cL; on t iv:: ~--~ trT ho:-'.-rd rJ(;"' 1~1 

of HALPH Ti'. .. L~O~:, it chsintc'"";rutcd. unc1 -~.·· hr:r :! irc:rTf't J' :i.rC' ;_:.11 0 

f lani11,_; ;_.·;r c-c.lc<;o st -r·uck her d c c k . l°i_ f' ~; ,:._; 1;1i.1rn t :: ;~~ .lut :::r ~-- co c o:,HJ. 

plane m~ -~-d •~; 2 . ~Li. cLtn 0 • L\9proac h on ·L o_f tL :: u P n ;• n d ::::-1-~: konoc 1: c d 

ao\"/11 by Cf .\ . P . At C[J ?j tLr ::-c: r'1.orc ri~L,~1 -:::.~ n;L t .:.C.'. '.""(~d. Unc c .... , ic 

v.i~L t r1 .Lt s r_:j_n.; tJ p t:,n c1 dc:c: 1 ·,i t1 ·t ~1- n_: th:: looL: ou. t. 'J1hc ot-.J-wr, 

\.vhich to11 -:..~cconcb J .. :tcr c1ovc::- o.: h~ r :"Jt J.··bo · rJ (_l_E:. : 1.'·[;(;r, nwt 

thrcr: uu.r~~ ~,J;.ru ·:-~ ~~· 1::nro:·!.Che;d ; ()jl( ; •,',': ·, ;~~ .::;]!ot ~i y ,·;~i r):J ,; __ :/ (, 
L3-1. . .'~ ;·:J )f L; C ./1 . • l-' ~ v.:Jt~~ :L n ~.LL _)~t of th t.: ~; j1:i .. :-) ) t}~ 1: o Uv.-r:.: cJ.~~j\.rr--n 

off. ~r~orty· 1d . .n:.d; :-.~ ;1 1~d:(:J", th.r (:n l!~Ol"'(; \ ,'~ 1 r c~ ~~1 1ul, do ·;::J ;•y 0)1 _i ('\ , ,., 

[int :L-- : ~ Lee ,·t 1.; • L .C .iJ •r;. 11 



The:?· Karnika '.7~cn co~Jin <:;· j_n force DJ.co struc l{ :._:it tJ12 1n,ndin._: 

ships. L3~r-73G t:tnd LST-47? r~,ftcr puttin~; up licro i. c dcfcn:-~os 

a nd br-~ttL:::s for :Juevival cJ.ftci"' ho"Ln, ; }dt ·wern both a1) n1~ doned 

us tot:-!l lOSf38D. D0sJ,i te th:Lr:;, howeve::r·, tho r0n r~.inin __ :· l ::1nd.in:~; 

ships r:cre ~~tllll; to beach u nder idonl condj_tion:3 [~.nc} w~re rrnon 

unloD.,ded. 

At C2Eli.nawi t Point, Lt. Cd.r. N. Burt Dt:\V.i.B h'"Hl sot 1xp 

tho t.1dv~1 n ce bo.~e for his 23 F. T. bo:-~.t~} by 1400. Ry ni~)1t f2ll 

15 DecGml)(~r every lFmdin~; sJ11~rJ but ono b[.:,d been unloaded 2nd 

ltdrniral Strub1G '.?r::.::; rnr-1.dy to yJuJ.1 OEt for Loyte .. 

Tho J 2.pancse c.hd not :_:i.ve U!J th2 _i_r attr:. clc u :--1 t:i.l ths end 

of th 8 month . T l1 o r c sup ri ly convoy f:i 1.·;10 re h 8 av i ly hit by 

KamikazcR. J\ surprise snr.fe.ce: attac k we.s also atteu11tod by 

a force under Admi r al Ki1_nura v/hi c h inc l uded the hsc1.vy cruiser 

.ASEJ_~;;d-~1-~ arid ocvcrc:l destroyers . 11h8 cf:f ort ~J of thj_s fore o to 

sbcll the bc2.chr~ s 2.nd 2.ir f'iolds :orovod inef'fectual and the 

shj_;Js '::~ro tv.rn2d bc~.c k by on r o.irc ro.1' t 0,nd P·J1 r3 ~ The n t r 

surfr.~. c e: b;i.ttJ.(: ·/_;f~.s ovor by 0~~00 DccG;·i1b or ~:7, ~:l lJ c~ n t Jrn J o.pnnn c;c 

shi:9D hc:.cl. r2t J.1·•c:-1d be:roncl I'C.m~_,c . (JnO' destroyer ]1[\d been su11t 

u.m1 n.1:it10~:;t cvc1 .... s e:n~1ny sh~Lr) sustc-,in c d d.'J.na~_~c. 

On t}1c thi 1:·,d o~C" J'arn;_ ~-~-ry the J [.1::)~ ;nc:=-Jc :fou nd. rwrc [.tl lur:L:n._J 

tr 1.r ~;ots :i. n tlw c o;woy~J head in__; i' o.r Li.n:;e.yon i.:uJ.f, <~nd lo,id 

off t.Iindo.ro for -.:;ood . 

Inmcaic:~tcly E::J 0n our DJ'rive.l o,t SeoadJ.()r E:=:!.rbor on 

3 D2c0Hb0.r ,:/(:. :ruoJcd f.t ·o.1 :1 U. ;-; . S . C 1) C _r•. i-'OX: ( r=-~> ;,-- ) nno. thon 

proc ::)cdcd t o r;.n f?,.ncllorfr . .._~ c h (:: r·t h to :~.,;::1it c1c\rc1 0 !·1n 2n-~::3 . Y/c 

.rcr)l(:.n.L:<thcd our t 1 i!WlLrn:it i.on f .~-·o rn 2, li ... ;htor oJ o.: .. ·;;--") j_cic u~ d. 

othex"aiso cc:1.r.ricd out the v :: r.i_mw in- p ort c 1ior·o~J , jy_ c~ ucU n ~; 

thr> b•;__·,,nnfe:;r of D: .',V(J L1il1cr. Ll:.vn , i;:ho h::.d bc·cn :~·u.nnc~r·J 

off'ic0r for ten :, io n th'.J \·.,~·:,c:; (::··:, .·~·=r to ~;c t hO iilC. 1·n ;1tc~~cl , nt·.ch 

to rd C1 d ·i c•'--•lH'IO-intncnt ]"10 ,,· • )("< tY•'1Hc,fc1' -r' f"\d i.o u. I; .{). L.U JrT ...a.. . -A..-1 ...... ){ , . ,

7 
_ 1 -- " ✓ J ..., .,_,.. t ◄ ,,,, .._) -1.. " .. ,._ ) • •.• ,. '- • 

On the ~)th r:o 110ve d tn to the clo:~k 2.t Lor~bru rn .Po i nt 

\\:llf~J.-'t) 11:C ·hc~rthc~d [~-1.on ~_:,·::J.i.dc lJ. ,J . ~') .. \'/.i: ] 'J.1 .::Il UL ~) ·/ ( .i / ~·>- G3.:l ). ~1.'})n 



next drw tlw \\'I!I1;Jmun~~?l1 dopartecl r:.nd we nentnd bnt\·.rccn 

H. M.A .. S.. Y/J\.HHA1:IUNGA ( D-10) cmd U. ~) . S. r.IcCALL' ( DD-400 ) • 

1.'he v18.t0r alongside t ho dock vlas so 110J.J.uted tJ.1:t t ne 

h :.-3,d t o Ghut do\'/11 our evop orntor::1. This provj di::"::cl r:,11 op ·90.rtunity~ 

for sc~.tlin<·~: thnm and other rn.aintcn:rnco \W.rk . On the 1 ;-th v:e 

took on 3500 •-.)·::.:,ls .. of fro[Jh water fr ol!l tho dock to rcpJ.onj_sh 

our tanks in prcpa.rat=Lon :Co.r· our dc:Ki.rtu . .rc t he nc::; x t 

On th0 13th , after fv_eltn~~· f.rmn U. ;J.S . J;:i~OP.1\HD 

we t:;ot under way for Humboldt Day, !Io1landio. .. 

Ai'tcr tern d[·:.ys in :port j_t v,rc~~J ~~ood to r~:ct to f~co. a:;n:uL 

We sot ~;. zj_~;;-zr<~- cou.r00 r:J.th a1;e,n1 of r~dvance; o:C 17 Ju1ot[;; . 

,'le e xcrc tDcd c,t Gonsra1 CJu-'.::.r t crs for duG k alert, [rnd c ··: rrJcd 

out sonnd cont[)_c t drilJ.r,; t o kocJJ everyone on thej_r toc-;r3. }3ut 

t he })102sv..re of bein~ 2.t sea a2:oj.11 •,·-:as short lj_ved. :~~>:2,c tl~.r 

tv1enty four hour:-3 after ou.1· d<?JlErtnro v.10 C:.rrjvcd r'..t our 

dcst:i.n~ ,_tj_on. 

Prom tJw ]Ath to t}rn 10th r:c le,y ::::t D.1t'::] J0r :Ln Eu: iboldt 

Jlri.;y-. 'i"/o hr), d :fncJcd on c.,r:r:Lv~~l and l~-'.J.d re;co.Lv n cJ .r:.cl(.i i ti. c); 1z1.l 

[~mrnmition on t}:c ]6th. Un tho l'Jth -i.-10 bcrth C?d ~:J 0~ 1_,r: ide 

U.S . S. AO}~lJ;L:·~~; ( /~ItL-41 ) to c o:aucncc our rciiair ohi,n 

availo.bi.lity, w.hj_ c h \7;::1, r3 to 1~1.st f m· 3 <1e,ys nnt iJ tl 10. ~-·?nd. 

On the c'~:n.d l.'/0 left tho .:~ Cl LL ~i::ld-;:3 to tie U~ ) c:.lon Jrd.do 

ABD- ·-1?, th8 drydock r?JL10.n i. '/C: ':1cr~ to cnt er on tJy, ::Gt h for 

one day j_n w]1icb to c J -::-- [m nn d r,u.i.nt the~ bot tou. 

\ '/h :L 12 a 1o11 ,_)_; id r1 1\ n ! ).- ] ;:. \: c ha cJ. t h ,J J _.:;_r,:,.~ :·3 i ·~ ,. VU·. I n ( U ;•;-- ; ·, O] ) 

·s ~; :·1.r :: -L. 8 ... d o:f n(~ : :_t YulC!. 

CJ'J.rfrd~PlW~ ,· .. ' :u] i:~ t}>": ;_ ·· .Lr :L L Ut) ito of-' t)w r ·,.ct th·-t tlw 

t0mp:-:)r :~_turn \·:a[ ; :i.n th(! l1 j ,_;;h (; i~)r t ic;3 rmd the-: lnnn irLi ·1,:,.r r. t :Lf L i n, . ~ 

J\ccorc'Li~-<.~J .:_y- for Chrj_r:t1~1n.:-; ,::-;vo W8 0 1~· _.:.m~i ~~nc1 fl co :rib ·i_ ri :-:cl c rty 

for "bl1c off ·i cc;_i-·;· ; of bot ]"; ~~ll:Lp ~} to t~J:-n :1 J~:cc 0 11 ;-_::_, 11 (::n·L,y 

en,j oyc:d. l,y aJJ 4 



In fa c t the party r::1.s such a Ducc c::1~-~ thn.t 1?d ['nd Dick 

Wernecke e.nd I on Chrj_ r,;tmo.r1 uftcrnoon returned to thf~ isJ.r~nd 

eribracin,?; a bottl0 of 13luc L cmd \?hj_tG Scotch '.-vliich Ed 

produced and E~, bottle of Dcriw,n:ro. ]-{urn v:hich I h :·,.d 1.i ocn 

or.:,rryin.:·: for such an occasion . One o.f my last reco11cctj.011r:3 

was o~f \'lernockc ,, in a tropj_c::1,J rn,in rfr10 -..·.1e .r , Bc.ranbJj_n:; up tho 

muddy side of a. nearby hil1 in s22-rch oi· rrnr~l(:~ 1;1yth:i.c[~l 

f'cm:J,lo . L2tor Eu and I retur11cd to 011.r fJl1i1)s. It •:,:~?s on1y th0 

next morn in;~:, Y/hon \.'/orno e ke , havin(; c adc;c d a rid c , c:.J.)poarod 

on b oc~.rd the~ t I r.ras r cF1=i_nd c c3 

h ~i.rn the ni.;.:hi; 1JGf ore. Jd k.e o, 

th t..:. t WG hucl tot c.11;y o-verl ool-::od 

bat t 1 in__; 1i1 O ,c3 (l U. it O C 8 , 

spent tlw niL;ht on n 

picn~\c t o.ble . But all r.1as soon f oT,_-;i.ven! 

It rms \:itb n dry mouth c,nd 2.c hin~.)· head that I :;uidNl 

C00LJ3AUGE j_nto the £1 ooded dr~r d ocl( ~.:.t OE3~~4 011 the ~·6th .. , 

J3y 1210 we \-/c::ro reccivin-:..:~ })o:.·,r0r and flus11i1\:~ 1,-v2,tcr fro£q t}rn 

dock and the :JCl'lJ_bbin~; of tho botto1~1 r,.-O.f_-; cori~ri~cncin _; . I~t J.15~ 

the f ollordn:}; d<.y, our vwrL corr:p1otc:cl, v.'D ~~·ot nr.:.d0r··,-:[1.y act1.:i.n 

frorn the flooded clock and ·9.r·oc~;C;c1od to n.11 r:11chor.-·t~ j) b::-.rth 

to e,w:=-dt ou_.r· scliccluJ.cd de1J::-:r t u..ro on 3 rJr::i_nl:i.:-, ry for Lin.~2.yc.n 

Gulf arn3 tho j_nv~t~d.on of L1.1.:.-:on. 

Up untn_ our vi~;j_t to Eo1Jr-· nc1ir! cLi ~:;c:i_:p J ·r. n: .. r;{ ~-~,roblc~.1_ ~1 

hc~d b;,:?.en fe\·/ ;J1d j_nfrc;CllJ.Cnt. Not ~io lJe.rc; , 110\':·Gv c r . J:hc: l'-:~;vy 

h:1d very Li-1:1it~d .rl :Cr(; ··: tionu1 f;:i,ciliti::::[1. '1111c ./~.r'my 1 ho'•,"/c~v-·;r , 

co11f.i~,_01t!cm-L 0,-1 1Jr·c~;; cJ i-'lh1 ·.,:.n.-f.•-:J · f'or 1~- d '. :f f~ ,,.., i t.1 1 f'":.-~ 7 ~1 r >t .t ,_:n 

every th:i.J"d (],' 'j' d:i.d pnt {).:'OV.l(i(: C1. co ,;·:·<!.c:·t ~! ,1--::tr:~-,-, ~:1 J_: . U.S.:-5 . 

D, ,.,.,, ·r I I ( ,. . .) ' ,J u 'J . . . . j U}- _ _) J 



')I 

... . 

.. 

.. • ~1., _ tl✓1k ... >ta.1:,t
7
~ X ( 

. '~~;"'~ /1lf-.. 

[Jc,_c,_,._ frk~ J /_Q__y__ -
.. . . . . . 

I r. , . 
- \ ~ j_, ~ ~ 4A M ~ ~~J~ 

. , ~ ~. ,,U.,.-- ,£__/ -~ L-r . cr:,.__,,- j w .,__ ~µ_ 

. ,,c ,.;Lu_ U.J J l--t. ·.1--..-.-( w,~ -~ -~ , 

~ vi .._s_. . ~ ~ .,c.._._ I.At .,~ __£,__,__ 

~ l'-~ ~ ~ - !:}( lr-, r\---Y ~ H<-J~ J -U 

. J ~ ~~- ~ '4- -~ /c JJ ~ ,,_ .l.--r ~ . 
. . Ll ~ ~ ,i- . b.- G.--<,f 0..:- ~/ ~{ ~ L~(....,_.., . .f 

__/ . . ' ~ \ 
. . . c--\ ..... J . I \k ~ ..... 1\.-_w I.A.. I, _Q :.._ ~ ~ v-l .. , .. c - --~ ' \ . 

· ,c. ,(.._ c4-- ,,,,__ ~ ~ ~i ~~¼ 
. . . . • . I-

.KL ~t ~ ,t:_._ _. ~ w.. ~ ~--1 ~ 
. ' .. 
. . ·- r n/ r ~ . 
. ,1.:°· ~. I\J'- ,___,.._ ~ '":- ~ ----- \) ~ l--. 

. _ fv--~ ~ - XL- ~ ~ ~--i__L.jul_. 

'1, •L, c.--.1 .,,cc__ L ~ _.,L-.% ~ ,~'-l . 



., 

...,I 

. . ' 

.. •• i~ ,t-. _Q,__ ½ ~jJJ • ~ L ~ ~ JLL_ 

. W \ 1 r Jl U ,,__L f 1 Q • -o J +-~ 7 I ~ 

· · .· ~ p ✓ct-f L w~ ,,__ ~- Mc w~ ~~ 
. . 

C,...A ~ 11_ · · ,,c. ~ -· b 1: J ._:___ JZJZ: 
d ' ~r · r....f ~k._ J /L .__)~ 0~~ ~ ~r {.,;\ 

. . . k~ L · L_.,t _,L_~ ~~:,__): 't/ L. 
cl w ~ d.~ ;:: ½ L__ J ~ .L ~ 

. . 'tf A- L-~ ~j ;__L -~ L ~ )::. f ~ .1L-
J, -,-- ~- . t\ f ~ i-- r {' ~ 

___, - (A-<.. ~ .A--<...n ~ c.J ,,{ ~ , r-- ~ A,, ~ -~ I 

_· ·.: ~-· . ~- V'-A- c., . ~~ /~ ~~ ~ ~ Jj,__ L 

.. 
p . . 

. . . .·• • ~ ~ -J- ·~ I~ -~--'~'--/~ Ct-- ,cL '~ J; 

. · . . \-~ · AL 0 ~ r 'Lxc- &J 6n '3. 

; :.. J ~~ w~~ _x: ~ o1y ~ ~ ,JJ_Q 

~ ~ .£L.. ~ 1-.,J..._.J__ L_ .,,c ,(kA.. tA-f 

. ~J ✓~--~)-~--~ i~ .-~-~): 
Jn- ~ j {~\ rJJ ,,{,__ ~ ~ ,c L L. . . . 

. . . ' . 

• • • I 



~✓ <J--(._ , • 0 n,..,..-r ~, 1-'. ~ c...,./ ~ w ~ _ _rt__r- J 
w~ J:.. ,t,. J .(._,_____ 1~ ~ ,,_. r ~ . ~ t.__ 

. ~ ,.,,f "'.I.,_:_ . r,J.Jl.. i- .) ;CL- ~ ~ <-Uc __Ll.__ 
' . . .. \ ~ . ~ . 

. _· ~1~ 1>-U- u"'v~ ,I- i vtL.., ~-~,. ,.,.°.1t._ 

\· .' · .. - ~(;-- t-; X!-- ~ -~ -~~ t~ _ 

. "~ .ft~ (..,,,.._-~ J~ ~ -~ ~ (\,~.__ k IQ__ _ 

. _.,t~. ~ /~ JL--.-·. ~ J-_ "- ~ ;~,-k._~ - . 

• . __ -~·:.:""·~- -~~, G~~ ~ 1u....- f~· J w~ 

.. :··' •. ~ ~-~~-~ -0~ ~ 1 

... ♦ 

~~ ~LJ~f~,~J ~-~L­
. . J~~-~ ~'-~~~ ~ ~- L - __ .+ _:~--

.. 4 ~ ~ ,L!_, ~l 'J__,.__ ;c G._ ).;..._ ~-

. . ' .. . 

. 
· (Vv.J. ·, I o -~--~ ~ cL-J~ j ~ - : - ~• ·r,,\ 

. fl c.,{( . . • , j.f , - ~' - . . I 

. . . ~ . ,~. ~ . ~ , . 
... ... __ _ 

( 

Qi 



n J!J,,_.,, I 'f'-f-
1~~t­

~~ L ,~ ~ t- c1 ~ U1- d~ · 

l--- wJ~, ~ ~ ~ l~ A- 4 . ~~-
. r c,(.__e.,t._ I JJ.,,.___,____.__ ._:_, ~ ~ .,,,G w ~ 

. ~ - ~ . _uJ .__.:.. P~ c...__,__ ~ ~ . 11,/c-

~-L ~ ~ ~ ,,0-~ j ~ w "-t_(\, ~ 
, 

. ,L-.. ~.l l,- ~ LJ ,~--- ➔ _I],__._ ~J .u 
. ~Ip. c;.-, ~ ,,u,_ J:_ __ _r /~ ,.(L ~ I~ LE 

c. ~ r w J l ~ ,L._.._ (,,.) ~ ~ ~t: ~~ · 

. it,.__J .' ~<.> ~ ~ .-£L,__ ~ _LL.{ ,1\,,.-G_ 

(L_ ~ {--L-~~- .. . 
O·,;- lo . II c· 
'~ /1.-~ L./\_ "'---'-- J "-- ~ ........ 1.----. /~ . ~ 

('9- tL--. ~J L ~-1
). -'.U ~ "-~ Y--r Y 

A~~ ~ ~ J) ,,LJ_ ,,·L V----0- _,,~/V'-~ 

. t · - · L -- 1h . . _ ( · 
""'-' ~.,:___ ✓{ c.__._..!)__._f v---. /\ x:.L ' '-'-'V\ 1 

_,_,___ I a.._; 
\) . 



.. . ~ :J~ ~-~ b f tiJ"1 w~ . 1L, J S 
(- J::1.- ~~ ~ ~ ' j;{._.._ V> ~ ~ ~ 
~ d\,J t>--<>--"'4 t ~ ,I- (LJ_ ~ , ~ ~ D.,.__ 

.ti_ .....1,.. ~. }:fu 1\.-_ ~ J.--. J_,.,___ ~ J: 6, . __,__ 

.. ~ XL-- ~-~ ~ vr,J~ _ -W4_, ~ 

. -;a_._. J..f 7 -~ ~ :_., ~~ t--\ .,_y 

.... ~l ~~-fur,,~~ wl.~ ~L 
• • • (.L, &-<. 1 A O (_ n. Aw O L . t;-~ p... d ) LJ / \,,,,..,.J 

. , . n /4 {--. • (/.. • 0 r ,1-ft - ~ n / .-n- . 
. _/-' ----- /V \ .N~,\. ;\ ~ • d ,J-.-___.ll ~ 6---, 

. {r--~~ ~~ ~~ 
. ,&~ Lr ,,(_L_.. 7 -~ . ~ .. ~, L .. _ 

L..t "" ½~~ 0{(--r I"'- LL w~ cJ.,..~J.__ 

. ,:.: ·.~,ct._._ ~. j c_____f' ~~ ~ ~ 

·~ ~~ J _L ~ I~ LL ~- ~ ~ . 

. ~~ ~J' P- ,,LJ~ ~c~ d- CA. ~ ~ 
L~~- • y ,~ ~ /),t,._._.__ ;::. ~ ~ 



. . 

.· ~ ~ ~f ~ ~ ft---~ ~ "~ ~ . 

~ u 1 ~ .·_y~ L JU_ ~u f- ~.o._,____ 
C . 1 1 , v 

£__J,., ~ - ,-c'L,._ 6'f Ju A- .:,._ uA ~ 1---~~ ~ 

~ -~ tL-H ~ l---,,,. /IA.,. -~ ~ 

~- ~ -~ ,('-~ ,~~ vVL WC.~ . 

. µ:;:__ ~ ~- d .,Lr LA -~ /l,-A..[~ -~~ e..-
& . 

,W \.A.,.AA- . tr~ I u w ~ ~ J:. .t. fl,._,__ C ... ~ - ~ 
. J . -r-- ~ I 
. . ., ~ cJ_j__ ~ ,~'~. . . 

{\J,_ r P - . ! 1 V [/J . r - \ \ ~ / [ () _ ~ ,. ,,{. J / . ~~ , -'-<---<'1~ ~ ~ . ,✓ ~ r· .-.-~- \ ~ ~ ~ 
. J~ .M-~ ~ ;~ t ~ d _ ~ .. ~L~~~ 

k.. LL.,_ ~- '1L ~ £L (~ £___ .W\ :L ·LY . 
• J~ ~ J1.._ ~ Q ;J ~ F-,\ (?.,~ -~~-J 

.. -- JLJ~ (-- ~ ~ ~~- J -~ 

~ m ~ .C ,~ ....... --4<-v1,--f fl~ , ,.__,LQ_,._..,_J.._.__ 

' _LL.. ,~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. '\l._.__._ 

p ~r .<1-<.,__.__ ;: ~ cLJ:,___ ~ ~L_ 

j/~ J,L.u -~ X ~-c ~"'+ LA._ 



LJ ....J_ ~~ ~ ~ ~ '~ ~ W7,_..~ 

,vI\·~ ut ~ ~ ~ ~ i~ 

;:,. ~ J ~ ~ ·_ L~ .£L.... ~ u.f\ _L..J. ~ 

t'~ +-vy- ~ rb~~ .~ ~~ J~ 

~ ~ rot,~~,+ C n-=-t. w~ ~ 

~ ~J J _ ~ ~ { £l_J ~ 
k'i~ G..,Ll__ ~ J ~ L..-.1.. ~~ J µ· 

, \-- . \ \ 
~ ~- (2J L-j ~ ~~ j~ .___ ~ 

~-~ . ~"-- .C.......L ¾-~ /~--~ ft'L---~-~-~-r-~-r.f 
I • 

~ -~ ~ e,_._ ~~ . I~ lk.,~ ~ --~ r-J 
,, 

, . . 

_w~~ ~ ·. ' . . ~ .-. .• ... ·. f' ~ ~ +- ~ . J_ 
. d ~ ~ ~~ . 

\... . 

~ ~ ;aJ ~ a:....., ' ~ ~ ' ~J,___ v--t ~ 

.\- :__,_ ·~. ~ -" ~. ~ J ~- J ~ 

~ --½ ✓~ - ~~ rk- ~ ~-·;a· 

~ ~ :_7'(\,~JLL: ~ L 0·~ ~ 



.. 

i • 

• 

h J Ny-_)_,[__ , j ~-~ ,~ .,,__{)· 

~J Vs- ~r~ J:: ½ ~. ~ ; ~ . 
. ~-,c .. ~ d kiL ~ n--D.---~. 

. ~ 0 ~ 4---<- /~ er.-Q ~ ~ J ~u.._._:. 

()._;._ ,j ~ )J.,.._ p..__._ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ;_ 
. ~- j✓( c.J~ ~ -~ ,.. -~ ~ ~ 

JX-.-.-- '. 1/\J ~ c.. .,,e.~\_.f ~~ ~ 
., 

·_ . . . ~ ,o,,_,,,..,_r ✓{..-z.-.. n,..,.( ~L) ~ -~ ! J/Wu.,{, 

~· ~v\.•_;_ -~ a ~ J.,._· l,~ t -. J ,-d-JJ /\/\. ti_:~sf1 

. ~ -~ it-U J fl/~ J- ~ ~ ~ vy--J 

~ µ~\ -~~ ~ -✓~ ··,~ ~ wU 

,.· . ~ . J-J~ ~ ✓~ -~ '·:;~L._,_ ·-~. J 

~-/ - wd. ~ ;0,V. ~---- /.-.J1 ~ /4-.. _ri::_ . 

. r--- I wL ~ . V ~--~ -~ ,J ~ -­

µ ~✓ ~ J-t.J ~~: ~ (;A /~ 

~ ~JJ'~ ~lf ~ i{ ~ ~-}_ -~ . 
--~~d~~ ~ -~_JCe__y,,lI__ 

. , . \ 



r 

\_ 

• 

~ ., . . . . . . . . '• . . ·. : 

• (\/ ~ J ~ /}~ f;y{ 41' y _LL_ 1:( ~ 0 ' 

L. ~ (,.A ~ ~' ~ ~ · ~ /u_._ 
. . . (t--11\✓ DoQ__o) _ 

fl;J +~ ~ - !I.,_/ :,,v ~ ,a,f'~ ~, ~ L.~ _£ 

1~! <0---~p ~~hr(_~ 
~ L-~ ~ vJi. vJ\.Jv-, ~ ~ ~ w\. ~ 

~ ~~0 G<_L{~✓~~~ tJ 

·.~ . . JI ~ . fa. J~~- ~ ~ ~ /~,LJ 

·. , I r 1 ,, , ,-u ~ ~q__._ • r. o · , .J y: tA\o_\i-A~~ ~~ _,~ "\ ' 

~J w ~-( \ VJ L .._._.:_ ~ . . 

f'r/J., 1:r~. ~{'- ~, ~ 6~ fi~.~ ~ 

. ~ h ~. q~ r) ~ ;C--Lrc_ r-- xL.,__ ,__i_LL_ 

. :,-_: · '" tr .. J ✓~ L . ~ ·i 'r ~ J 1t~ 
. . . . 11--.. (L,:_J,,.,___ . f ~ ·{,,.A ~ ~ /Cc c-,___t..L_ . .,,. -·\,-.... 

~r~- ,~~~··~~·i~~- , · 
. ~ .~ ~ . \ ' ·.. : \-- . 

6 -~'¥~-; . . -, '. ,; : · .. ,., i ' ' 



* 

* 

* 

I 

,, --- -.. 

* flHf 
~ 

. ~~--tHH1-

~H'MoHI-

* 
~ 

u.s.s. COOLBAUGH (DE-217) 

FRUI~ cocrAIL 

TURKEY AND !lOODLE SOUP 

ROAST TURKEY 

SAGE D:ESSTiiG 

' * GIBLET GBI-.VI 
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SPICE CAKE 

BREAD BUTTER 
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We received our orders shortly t-te--t-sr Chri c;tmas os::3 i_:_;nin~; 

us our part in the Invasion of Luzon . Anothe~ massivs fle~t 

movement had been orGanized with the object ive of effecting 

a landin~ on the beaches at the very end of Lin~ayen Gulf ~ 

Landin.3s had been made on l.Iind oro, t h e· 1 a r 6 e island south of 

Manila, in Decer.1ber but this ste!) v10·1l d c a _.,TS u s nortb n lon_::;· 

tha ivest coo.st of Luzon pc:7..ut Vian ila vd t h th e lar:_; e a ir b f1,scs 

at Clark and Hichols F;i..elds close by. As we f 'aced this 

prospect it seemed only lo~ical that this would be a tou~h 

operation -- one which would provide tou~her challen~e a th2n 
we had alr0ady f a ced at Leyte. 

As in the assault on Lcyte , A.d1Ji.r c:l OldemJorf in 02,t tlc-
1 

ship California took charce of all operations en route to 

Lingayen Gulf nnd until Admir~l Ki nkaj_d cll"rivod \?j_ th the 

·amphibious force~ . Ha co~nande d a fl20t of 1 64 ships: four 

of the six battleships which had t nkcn !)t:1.rt in the 132.t t le of 

Surigao 3tro it, tog0ther rdth Colorad o 2nd Hc-\"i I.~cxico, 6 

cru isers gncl 19 destroyers, an es cort c (· -·rTtor ._~rou:, of 1 2 CVl~, 

14 destroyers and 6 d8stro;/cr eoco ~··ts, a 1Jinc~; ·.-_: c-::pin __ : r~nd 

hydro0-ro.phic 2;rou1) of 7 2 mis c ellaneous shj_])3, over half of 

them motor ndnes1.',lC-:cper3 ; 1 0 clcs troyo _?··,- trm13port!:> c rJ,r ry:LnG 

the v_nd orv:rd e:;r d~:; 1:10li t i on tc,.~T:S ; 2 fle e t t u.~~s , r.:. sc0,p]_2.ne 

tender an d 1 1 LC I ~ unb oats . J.1hesc m~~do r ende~~vous at Loyte 

GuJ.f on or shortly after Ee 'N Ye2.r' s JJ:Jy , to i' o rn. c r uisin,:; 

dis1Jos it ion f OT tlrn f j rnd. pCF3GGgc: . 

~\dr.1ir2J. u ldGT .. 6. o rf ' s d c1! .ri.r-turo fro;:i ljeyt c: [:.bout coi11cicled 

with OE.r d Gp u.rturc fro ;n IIo1lc~. n.di,':1 . 

Adrai r ~LJ. Ol clc::-nd orf 1 s rnn.:Ln force p.~:~:secl tr1 ro1;_~)1 :3uril;tJ, o 

Str[~~it into t lrn Sulu See. , v/her,.J it for ;:1Jd tv.10 . __ ;ron_ns aroU' 1d 

a nucleus of escort c .-;.J:-r icrs . J_,licD(} :Curn:L s h-::d a C~1: . P. o:r 

CO IJJ.cl 

Fighter c1.-i r 0 ct; i_o 1 -· -rnr ·f,: •: ""'.\T • 2t \·: :_: s j_!1 C:[,cort c··:1~rL:~,,.., :.:~·\:t:n 

JsJ.L~nd, n:l :l f o1.· tt:o r' ():.:.r .~ n J. ~rd o ~;Hl B~·:.,.: .. · . Yet th:i ~~~ [,,'lc . .rcnt 7.,j 
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air-ticht defensive for□~tion failed to stop 811 suicide 

atte,cks, or even at times to give adequ2.te w2rning. One 

kamikaze v,as spJ.r~.shed 500 yards 2,stern of' U2kin Is l2.n d 2.t 

1700 January 3. On that dny, and the next two, between 15 

and 20 enemy ple,ncs were destroyed nea~ the f orw1tion. 

Admiral Oldendorf 1 s Task Group along with the mine­

sweeper task ~roups experienced he avy kamikaze a ct i vity all 

the v1ay to Linze.yen Gulf v-;h i ch they reached on 6 January, 

three days before S-d2,y on the 9th r;hen the landln:; fore es 

v1ere to c01:1e ashore. Althou~h many sh:i._ps rmre hit durinc the 

passa[;e throuJ_,h the Sulu S02, 2nd north p2,st l.1f3,ni1a Bay only 

the GVE Omraany L2y v.r2'-s sunk. 

Just as the pre l i1aina ry bombardr.wnt and mir1esr;ee1)i.n~ 

operatj_ons be~an on the 6th off of t.hG l n.ndLn ~:~ be r'..ches t h e 

first 2ir attack struck with a bout 1 0 enemy p1cmes 1 I1he rest 

of th2.t d2y brought heavy 2.ttack s. ~he kc:.2nj_kazc to11 r/8,s a 

seTious 'aorry to .itdmj_roJ_ Oldcmd orf. On the 6th of (Jo.nu[!!"Y 

aJ.one: three days lrn f or0 t hn lmHlj:n~:r::: onP :'.il1:iy: ·.·1;:; q s 1J:1k ;-•ncl. 

eleven daL1r<;c d. ~:hi,3 v,as L-m effective: sco.: ·c fo r ~8 h: .r:iike;,~es 

· and 15 f i:)1-tGr esc o.rts . Tho number or ~;r. ips c-.mnk or dar:"12,~;ed 

by the Ju=r milrn.zes betr.reen tho 3rd a nd 6th of Jc~rm r-1.ry totall ed 

25 of nhich three suffered t 1:✓ 0 . or n orc att~1.cb';. 

Thini~.s took o. turn for the br:::ttor 0' 1 tlrn ? - 8 cJanu[•.ry. 

The naval bonb c::,rd1:10nt \"iOrJrnd over t ho San Pabiun (~;.nd Lin~:;c~yen 

areas and in the afternoon, nnder cover of the b01:1bardmon-t 

six u ndorr,,at0r d c u ol it i on t :;~1,r:1 G be ___ ;~1.1 to _:o c1.shorc. 

Si.nco s unri~~e on the 7t}J it brd cicen ~:- co:.! 2J ·_u ·• [_~t_j_vo l 3r 

easy d t!,~r for alJ h2..nc1s and t lw fG \7 cn~1.1y p lenN~ th[.'t flJ)J>ccred 

were shot down before doin0 rrny d~~rm~.,_; r1 .. JJut o.t 1835 v.1h0 n the 

fire surmort Dh ino V/ere hcndi:n _~>.· out of t he c;uJf for ni ~_)·ht 
.,J.. ...L: j- ---. ._,_, 

roti r orncnt doc~. tb c ::-~w? r:n.n~.dcn.LJ out of' t ho .---::.:i r to t }w r:-:h!O­

sr'c cpor Po,l r:1cr. ~f1lrn Jap~:nc:f.;o rJ.00u to }r__:.~Ic )~i. c ~•· (:c1 o.:-~ :.,:i.ncc 1 ... ~:f t 
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The 8th brou5ht a fGw more air cttncks. The shore 

bombardment v1_as scarcely neces8c.ry ~~--s the Japo.ncse hc,d rdth­

drawn from the be_a ches. More import2.ntl~,r Admiral Olaendor f I s 

ships had s 2 c1'if i cia lly served the invc;.sion by a ctin; 2..s 

bait for the k amik~~~e s v-,hi ch had mos t l y expended th2J.1s elvcs 

before S-day .. 
The Attack Force transport ~roups encountered so~e 

attacks fr om kamikG2es and E1id6 et submnrines on their voyab e 

between Leyt e and LinJayen, but nothin~ in comparison to 

those suffered by the att2,,ck for ces. 

The landin-·;s c ame off &s sche duled on the 9th vli th 

little effective resistanc e. 

We were assibne d to TG 77 . 9 He inf orcement Gr oup under 

Rear Admiral R.L. Conolly v,rhich r.--s,s comprised of' tr:rns_po.rt 

units Joinin; in fr on various stag-in~~- l) Oints in Her/ Guinea 

and other :9 o ints to rendezvous at LeJte, as shm-rn in the 

accor.1.panyin:; J.iot. Aclrniral ConolJ_y in App2-lo.c hi::-;n· ~dep~:.rted 

Manu:J on 2 JEnuary a ccoi:1pcmie d by a srn2:.lJ_ escort c a rrio.r 

group consisting of 3aG·inav: En,:y and Petrof B~w. \le de~1·:rted 

from Hollandin on 3 ,J~._nUDTY ( ab ont tlrn s.~.: me tirno t}n.t .:\.dm:i_rcJl 
f 

Ol~endorf r.rns setting forth fron Leyte) with tho t.r2.nsr-1 ort 

Winged Arrm·1 ( AP-170 ) o.nd the attac k trDnsp o.rt Applin .::_; ( APA-58) 

to rende zvous with the m2..in ~~-roup •. _90;·:rnander A. A. 1~ _~,et on, tho 

authority on celesth~,l n2vi(_~/J,tion, }Ltd s~1iled fro r11 Holle,ndia 

on 30 Dec2n1ber nith 50 L3Tn and 10 Libc .rty shipfJ. Our f c,st 

convoy r1-T2s to overtake A.._;eton ' s s1 ow one on J.O J c·.nur:ry in order 

to simplify air coveraJ·e on t ho run in t o Lin_~-.~::,ycn Gulf for 

our schedu1ed a r Tivr1l on 11 e.Tnnuary. 

Conun~11der h.:_"~·et o .L1 wi tb his slor; convoy 8..2)~1;J,_rontl~r V/:: 1.8 

subject e d to mcmy frustrn-'ci ons. J'.-ly f:ci ends in U.3.S. Greenr✓0od 

and U.S.C>, Loeser, ships of our division ':v-ho 1Ki.d. e s corted 

this 6roup Y!Gre de cvly i rnpre0::rnd by the strcn0 ·th of the 

lun0 uage ho us ,:~ d Vlhon roundin-i up hi s flock ! 

Our nas0: .. ,.__;e from HU1 t1bo1dt Bay , Holl::.--i.ndia \'/;_·tu 1-1.:r1eve n tfu:.. . 
.l. 

The afternoon after our dop tu'"'turo we rcndczvour.;cd v.rlth 1\} 77 . 9 

which consist~!a of a vn:Jt (.:;roup of t~'r:mnports c:mc1 occortG 
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1 TG 77,9 REINFORCEMENT GROUP, Rear Admiral R. L. Conolly 

· Embarking U.S. 15th Infantry Division, l\faj. Gen. C. L. l\tullins; 158th Rc~­
Combat Team, Brig. Gen. H. i\lacNidcr; 13th Armored Group; Col. i\L E. Jon n-

• Sunk in this operation. 

Force flagship APrALACHIA~ Clpt. C. R. Jeffst Destroyer REMEY Cdr. R. P. Fiala. 
Noumea Transport Unit. Comma. H. W. Graf in Zeilin: Attack transports 

PRESIDENT JACKSON ('\virh Comtr~nsdiv 23, Capt. \V. S. Popham, embarked) Cdr. 
C. B. Hamblctt us:-;ll, rnr..sIDE!'rr ATlA~ls Capt. 1\1. C. Envin, LA PORTE Cdr. i\f. C. 
Thompson, LATtMF..R ·capt. J. P. Dix, OXFORD C:ipr. P. S. Crandell, ZEILEN Capt. 
T. B: Fitz.patrick, oco:-;ro Cdr. P. Jackson USNR, LAt:RENS Capt. D. McGregor, 
AUDRAIN Lt. Cdr. G. 0 . Forrest usr-:R, transports PRF:slDENT M0NRor: Cdr. J. M. 
Payne USNRt co:\IIT Lt. Cdr. J. 13. Bice usNR; attack c::irgo ALGOL Lt. Cdr. A. T. 
Jones US:-l'R; S.S. NAVAJO YICfORY' MA~0 F..RS0N v., LAS VEGAS \,' ~ BEDFORD V.., II. T, 

DODGE, sot.ON TUR,\.JAN, \VRANGELL, FO;\tALHAUT. 

Screen, Cdr. M. L. i\kCullou(!h = Destroyers MCNAIR Cdr. McCullough, NOR~ 

MAN SCOTT Cdr. \V. B. Porter, :\ltL\' [~ Cdr. n. K. Atkins. ... 
Ilougainville Unit. Cdr. C. J. Il:ilJrcich: Transport PRF.SIDENT POLK Cdr. Ihll­

reich; attack transport LinRA Cdr. G. \V. McCormick usNR; DE HAR;..rn~l Lt Cdr. 
T. U. \Vcekcs us~R-

~Iilnc Bay Unit: Attack tnmsport WARREN Cdr. E. S. Stoker; DE DARBY Lt. Cdr. 
M. \V. Marrin 'L'SNR. · 

Oro Bay Unit: Attack cargb UVALDE Lt. Cdr. \V. M. McOoy; l'F. J. nouar..As 
BT.ACKWOOD Lt. Cdr. J . L. Johnston us:-.rR. 

Lac Unit: Attack tramport OL ~1STED (with Comtransdi"· 5, Capt. R. \-V. Abbott1 

embarked) Capt. C. L. C. Atkeson. 
Finschhafen Unit: Hospital ship TRY0:-1 Cdr. \.V. G. Jones; attac:t c:-irgo WAR­

RICK Lt. Cdr. E . .J. Grey. 
Hollandia Unit: Transport \vr-:-;Gi-:n ARROW Cdr. J. E. Sl10micr; att:1ck tJ amport 

1,.rrtrNG Lt. Cdr. A. L. Stuart usNR; }~~l½-&fWC&-t~rt coot..nAUGII Lt. Cdr. S. T. __ .---
Hotchkiss u-s~m. ll.!"~;-,7 v·r~,~ £ ".,<.;~r 

Nocmfoor Unit, Capt. J. K. Davis: Att:.tck transports u ~oN Capt. H . B. South­
worth, ADAIR C:1pt. S, P . Comly .. HASK ELL Cdr. A . L. J\Jare;. attack c~rgo mPHDA 
Lt. Cdr. R. C . ,vnhon t;~SR; high speed tnnsports KfLTY (with Cornt r::i nsdi\" IOO, 

CJr. R. A. \\'ilhchn, embarked) Lt. L. G. Benson us~R, SCHLEY Lt. Cdr. E. T. 
Farley us:-.R, CROSilY Lt. G. G . i\Ioffatt usNR, HERBERT Lt. G. S. HC\vitt usxn, LLOYD 

(with Comtr:rnsdiv 103 , C<lr. \V. S. Parsons, embarked) Lt. Cdr. P. N. G::inund­
rard USSR, NE\YMA~ Lt. Cdr. R. I. T hieme 1;S!',,'R, KEPUAHT Lt. Cdr. 1. H. C ammn.m 
t::SNR , COFER Lt. I I. C. i\lcCiccs us~R, rALB0T (with Comtransdiv roj-T, Lt. Cdr. 
C. C. Morgan USNR, cmb:1rked) . TAt.noT Lt. Cdr. Morgan, .MANLE.Y Lt. Cdr. R. C. 
l'os.tcr us:--ir., GOI n~uo~oL·cH Lt. C. E. Caton us?-."R. 

Lepe Trnnc;port Unit, Cdr. H . n. Olsen usKR: Attack transport GJ1,LIA~1 Cdr. 
Olsen; PC-1; 2S; steamships rn.:.::-;':-;-1xc;1·0N, RTRCH, couui::. 

LST Unit, Com1n:1.ndcr A. A . Agcton (ComLSTflot 3) 1 

Boug~invnlc LST Unit, Cdr. R . D. DcK~1y usx1t: Destroyer escort c.1~r.E:i-:,·rnoD 
Lt. Cdr .. D. G. Tirycc us~n, 3 LST; Oro lhy LST Unit, Cdr. G. H.. Herner: Dc­
,troycr escort 1.m:~rn Lr. Cdr. J. Proctor us:-1R, 5 I ST; Ho]bndia LST Unit, Cdr . 
.-\gnon: Destroyer c~cort l\1()ll,'~5EN Lt. Cdr. E. G. S:mdcrson, 7 LST, SC- 735; 
? mcrch:rnt ships; Noemfoor I sr Unit, Cdr. N. \V. Nelson USCG: 6 l.S-J\ PC-46.z, 
· r63,· S:imapo.r LST Unit, Lt. Roy Collier l :S NR: LST-119, PC-464; fdorot;.i LST 
l "nit, Cdr. L. A. Drrxkr : Destroyers ~1r.ont.\tUT Cclr. C. B. Jennings-, !\Tr.GOWAN 

Ck \V. R. Cox, r-.tEtn-l Cdr. \V. S. l:.stabrook; 13 LST. Lcytc LST Unit, Cdr. 
I . C. Pa rsons USNR: 15 LST. 

,. Day before cl q1~ rt u re from Hn1Lmclh, 24 nicrch:1.nt ~hips, K t' lltt'ood, A 11:cna and 
t ST- 708 rrpor tcd for p:1.c:s:ir.c to Lcyte lo Cdr. /\.gcto11, \t,,·hosc scrern was :i11i:,mcntcd by 
Cnrtdiv 33 (Allcntow11 , CJ: a,1o lf cs-r·i!lc-, .\f11el:icr, Sa1ul 11.t):y, l'C-4 ; 6 otJd - I u J, .\C- ; _u 
' ':rl -•741). Tall idah joi11ec{ olT Mindoro 9 J c1n.; S .S . Pdc-r l.ass,:u. ;mu FS--154 1 - r73 , 
• 114 .i.nd -364 join ed at Lcyte. 



which ho.d been as ~: ernbled froi11 such d iverse stacin__; are o.s a s 

Noumea, Bou~ainville, I.iilne nD.Jr , Oro Bay, Lu.e, Finsc.h.hafen 

and Noemfoor.. The O. T. C. ,vas !lear .A dL1ir·o.l ~ .1. Conn ol y in 

U.S.S. Anunle,chi2.n (AGC-1) and the screen COE".JJan cler w::s 
.J.. .J.. 

ConillesRon 54 in U.S.S. Reuey (DD-688). The convoy spee d ~1s 

13 knots. J, .. n hour aft or joining up we 1,;;ent t o Gennrsl C~uo.rt ers 

for gunnery I?ractico .. . 

And so for the next three clays we pro~-resscd tovlard 

Suri6-ao Stre~i t. The 1:,.onotony r.·0,s b1'lolrnn by the usu2.l alerts 

and sonar clrills. On the 6th ·,'ff; ftieled frma U.S .. S .. Uvalde ( AL'\-88) 

and on the 7th v1e \7ero clcto.iled to receive El~dl fr or,1 the 

Appalachian f or delivery to U.S.S. Petrof Bay ( CVG- 30 ), 
u.s.s. Conner (DD--582), u.s. s . Cherrotte (DD-5 81 ), u#s.s . Libra 
(AKA-12), U. ~3 . S. Laureno U l-XA-153), U.S.S. Oconto ( APl~-18)~ 

U.S.S. Audrcd.n (A.PA- 59 ), U.SoS. Cof c~r ( .APD--62) 011 d U.,3 .S . Lloyd 

(APD-63). 

On the afternoon of the '/th vle entere d Su.ri__;c.. o Strait 
,:-

and picked up a fe\-✓ 1110re ships to ~~ cld to oE.r con voy. Our 

position in this forue:~ti. on ~:/t r.;] s c reenin_; the reo,r of the 

convoy. ·~ehiD t o us wc.s a t:,T'G ~.t di S8.JJIJOint r.12nt EUJ it ueer11ecl to . 
present 1i ttle opp ortunity fo r su.b1Harine cont2.c ts 2nd in feet 

reduced p ossibility i 'or c,ny sort 0£ s.ct ion . :i:his r c c.s onin~ i n 

a } 2,ter forr:i.cttion did not ho1c.l tnrn, but at this t iL10 ....-m 

could see li ttlo p oss ibility for distin2-,-u i shin6 o-.;.rselv es . 

Noon of S J-cinuar~l f ou~1•ci us jlwt south of Ifo xos he2.din~ 

northr~·o s t throv.__;-h the Sulu Ss~:t tmrl-=.rd T~ind oro. 'Je wer e 110\7 

within ec.sy ran0 ·c of Jc:JJc:,nesc held air fi elc.h~ ancl \·:ere 

consto.ntly on the 2.lcrt for expected enemy attt"" cks.. On the 

previous 2.ft erno on v:e Jm d been alerted to 2.n r:.,p:IJroa chin..; 

enemy fli~ht but thiB npr)O,ront ly \",'O.D turrwc.1 ba ck by the 
shor0-b2,scd LiL.rine Cors ~-r.i rs vJ1i ch ,1.~orc; f'lyinb cover f or us 

in this :1rcG.. For this ,,.;0 ~~rnrc duly t l1anki\; .. l. 

Durin_; tho mornin.._:; of tlrn 8th we s~Jc11t about 2} hour;; 

trannfcr.:.'in 0· pers onnel fro.d so::..1e of our ntt.a c ]c t r :;,."2. S:;' Or ~s 

to soue of the .11c rc1l1..:n t .c;hips i1 1 our convoy . be:1.f oro . re turn inu· 

to resume st~~tion with tho cc:.1·rior unit cousistin~)· of 



u.s.s. Bay (CVE-82) and Petrof Bay (CVE-80), our 

old friends from previous operations. 

Noon _ of the 9th found us a little south of i,:indoro and 

still no enercy action h ~:d d0voloped .. At mid-mornin~ we fueled 

from U.S. ~~ . :Ninooski (AO.-J G) and shortly -thercai'tcr left 

the formation to screen flight operr~tions firnt for 30rgin0,;,v 

Bay and then Petrof ·}3ay. 'rhe3 e nere cor.1pletcd at l315 2-t 

which time r,re returned to the main forrn ,·_ttion and rcsurned station . 

. On tho morninc.S of the 10th vm v;0rc off I.Ianilo. B2.y and 

close to tho rnain Japa.,neGe held ai.rfields, but stj_l l no a ction 

developed d8S}Ji te a red c~lert \7hich r:as c c.llc?d c,,t 0455 • 
.At 1600 off' the entrance to LinJ·2yen Gulf we left Dt2.. tion t o 

form T.U. 77-9.20 composed of th.ree tanke=:rs, U.S.~). ·,nnooski 

(A0-3~), u,s~s. Tallulah (A0-5 0 ) and u.s.s. 3chuylkill (A0-76) 
with u.-S. :J . Harmon (D:~- 678 ), U .. 3 .S. Gold.sborough (LPD-32), 

U.S. S. J. Dou-.:~1s s Elo.ckr.rood ·( D~-219) 2,nd Cooll.J ?:,U~,~h : :s escorts. 

At 1950 Co~:1C ortDiv 36 (our Division Cornnandor) jo\n0.d 2.s 

screen co11JTnnclr.;]'_-. in U. s·. S . Grecnr.rood ( :m-679 ) n,nd short1y 

thereafter \'le proceeded to rendezvous vd_th ,r ,'.} 77. 4-, the 

LST Unit undGr Con£1nnder i1. _:,eton , tp steti.1n the lr.,st fe,;,7 miJ.es 

to the invo.sion bs ~-wh2s in L::i.n._;c,yen Gulf where V/O arrived 

at 1000 the follo~in~ mornin3, two days after the initial 

lanc.Un/:.·s . 

All in all v,e }12.d h c: d a surpris i n~ly uneventful passn,ge , 

We had a number of red o,le.rts but~ our air c overa~ .;c v:2.,s 

excellent and no enemy planos ~ot throu._;h. A c ouple of torpedoes 

were fired at the fo.rrn,"?.,tion but no hi ts resul tcd. These 

torpedoes ~ere directed at leadin~ ships in our widely spread 

out convoy and hence wer·<1 several miles avr~~-Y from us. 1\iorc 

strate__;i cc.1J.y located escorts \-.· 0.co cieta:Lled to traclc down the 

offend in[; subrn:1.rine but vii th no success. 

Thin~s sccwcd y_uict enou'-;h e,t the tirac of ou.1-- ;::1,rrivG, l 

and so for the mos t 9.1rt they ·r0wrdnocl f ·or U:.3 durin~ our stay 

aft er tho :fir[; t dny or so . 

On the· first ovonin._; \'/8 went to General (;u~1rters . At 1855 

sorno of tho oth er .shiJ)S oponc"!c1 firo on an cneny ,'J.ircrc-:f t hi;;h 



u 

overhead 1.7hich v,•;-:s out of our r~in.0 e but r.'i th nec:0,tivc results. 

This v12.s f ollo·.-.1,ed fifteen minut2s lnter by a similo.r inoff ectu:1.l 

attack. At 1932 a third a-ttuck follo;,,·1ed, This p_r:1·oduc od t~70 

b o1~ bursts on the beach before tho aircruft escaped out of 

reach. Twenty minutes 1~1t0r r.re r;ere directed to ancllo.!'. 

Early the f ollo\-dn__; uornin~ o.s 1.ve lay at ancl1or 

maintainin.:::; a full wo.,r cruisL1.~ n0,tch anotl1er eneny plane 

came over. Shortly t here2fter r/c g ot unde.rv;ay. ://e \rnre soon 

to suff er our fi.rst and onl y c2su2.lties of the v12.,r. 

At 0800 another hi 0 ·h fl;{in~ enemy aircre,ft cr-:.Jue over, 

dravling the fire of all tl18 ships even reraotely in r~n_:;0 . 
We ourselves e :;cpended 280 rom1cls of l. l 11, 510 rounds of 20 rn .• m. 

and 83 rounds of 3'150 cal . 

\"11[1t ~;oes up, however, r.aust come do1:m and nc v1erc to 

feel the brunt of this. Shrapnel frorn a burst in_; 20 rc1 . m. 

projectile fired by a fr i endly s h ip injured 6 of our men on 

the fant2il, fo r tw1ately none too seriously. Another piece 

struck the brideB but ~~ain fortun~toly no 

the r e. 11his V.'8,s the lr.:;,st ~1.ction r/e ·Gere to cee durin__; our 

stay off the Lin.;o.yen be~:chcs, thou~;h other ship,s in the Gulf 

were not as foy,tunate., On this s.e.m'e d::t.y, thG 12th, the 

kamikazes returned, but f'urther off the shore . The first 

ships to c 0,tch it v.rer e the DEs Gilli~8-n and Hicho.rd 'if .. Su es ens. 

The former vnw p2.rt of the outer 2..ncl the latter 2. 1.mit of the 

inne1_ ... sub:r:1arine screen f or '-\'/e::;tGrn Lin ___ ;2.yen .:;u lf' ~ 

Ahrn on the 12th a slort convoy bound for Le:rto off 

Santio.~o Islur1d v1~1s tho t2rget of an c.ttack b~r severo.l 

kamik2..zes, but suf.f ered no se rj_ ous d&limJ·e. _Bl::-:;,--=:v/here in the 

Gulf tlw dostroycr t ransport Belkn.2,p wo,s h i t by two o.nd 

thou ·,·11 not 0 n- ·ere l y d 0 rn•·· --~d c:-ou.I:'f,-,l"ed fr1-··Lr' 7 V }1° ··-,y1.r c•::-irou-:;l i·i· ec -..> . .:J...;.. V . C.h. '-'-..:..J v .:.J -~ v . ., _ c« - ..l.. u , ::;; ·- ·, J < •-u ,_.., J , ..._J • 

On the mo.ruin~ of the 13th the l nst succo fJ;Jfu1 k~nik2.:~o 

attnck in Philipp ino 'i"I2tcrs ~:r2.:::; m::,do on the cv~-1~ ~)0,l2I;12.ua . 

The ship 2.t the tiuo \ PG oper:~t in:; of'f th8 uouth of Lin_;c.:rcn 

Gulf. Sha r/(.:,S ucveroly dm.aa__;ed 1J1xt su.rvi._rcd. 

Theuc o.-t;t 2.c~cs o.11 occurred o.t co_~;::-d.clo2-·o.ble: di~~:; -nee fro;~: 



happeninG vm did not see any of them.. :,~le had no nay of 

knowing it but the Japanese hrrd nmv shot their bolt. Id't8r 

15 January only 10 Jo.pa.nose planes rmre left on the entire 

island of Luzon. 

Except for brief interludes for fueling and a f e~ hours 

of patrolling on the inner screen to r e lieve U~S-S. I.Ietivier 

(DE-582) we remained .at anchor maintaining a f'ull vmr 
cruising v,atch off San Fabian until 18 Janua ry. ':/e received 

a visit from Dr. Este1J, our division doctor, to chack our . 
vJ01.mded, and one of thes e ~.'le transf'.errod to U. 0. S. Rocky Uount 

(AGC-3) for trc e,t11ent. For six long d:;.ys at c.nchor r:e rolls:d 

and rolled under thE6 broilin__-; sun. Routinely v:0 s ounded 

General C~1J_arters at dusk 2.nd a 6 2.in at davm to confront tho 

enemy nho never showed up. 

On the 18th it cane ·c:-:.lmost as a r elief to roccive orders 

to patrol in the screen. Our screenin3 ~roup consisted of 

three ve:J s els,. 2,ll f ron our di vis ion, U. ~3 . S. Hnrr'.l Q_n ( JJS-6? ,3), 

U.S.S. Jjocser (DE- 680) and Coolbau~h. Bein._s s enj_or, I v1e.s 

O.T.C. The sector to bo covered by e c.ch sh-L~1 1r7._.~s 2 ,-i--; rox in::,tely 

3 miles lonJ' and no for the next f.our days r.:e }Jro ~:,1ccl like a 

tiger p2.ci11~·; his ca~~_;e back and forth day 2,116. ni~;l1t o On one 

oc.casion r,0 lGft station to investi_~·2tG a n o.tive s2..ilins; canoe 
and on nnothe:;r occ::sion a flo~:tin0 numan body. On.8 ev0n:2.:r·~ 

v✓e helped form a smoke scr~~?n in the tr2.nsport ctreD-, but after 

each of these occ2.sions ~:.·e rcturnoc1 to our lJ ~·.trol st~.tion. 

On the 21st we received ~elcone orders to fuel frpm 

u.s.s. Andrea Doria (IX:-132) r:nd rsp1enish our a n.raunitj_on from 

U.S.S. Indus (AKN-1) end on the followin3 day we received 

even more vmlcome orders relicvin,:; us f rom the ccr0-en and 

to proceed to join T.U. 78.11.10, a 1c,mc duck convo;r/ of LSTs 

heeding bu.ck for Leyte. Despite the slow, pedestrj_[m natur~ 

of our convoy we v:ere elated to oe c.;cttin5 av,ay fror11 the torid 

todiwn of L:ln2;ay0n Gul.f. 

The screen cor!rrn2.nder for this trir) wr~s CouDcsDiv 10 in 

U.S. S. Smith ( DD--3 7 8) 2nd tho O. T. C. v1t1 s ComuancJ.ar Ji:3T Group 

42 in LST 1015. The convoy D})(]Gd ·;t[-1.s 8 knots o.nd OlLr rrtation 



was //8 in the screen, patrollin£,· stationQ ~Che tri9 vthich had 

taken us throe and a half dc.ys outbound r8quired five dci,ys 

at our present plodding gait on the return" E:::1ch dcy \·le 

sounded Gener2l G~uarters for routine dm·m and dusk alerts 

and excercised at sou_n.d conto,ct dri.11s but no enerny materialized 

to upset our placid pro_;resso At 1427 on 27 January, h2ving 

safely conducted our £lock of 12.me ducks to Leyte Gulf Vle 

were detached from the Task Unit to prococd independently to 

an anchora-3e in San Pedro I3ay. 

That evenin~ Y/8 moored al oniside fLM.A.S. Kurumba R • .lt.H.R . 

for fueling. Pueling -.,78.3 completed at 0149 the follovJing 

mornin3 but we rehlained alon~side for the rest of the nicht. 
This was in p2rt due to the fact that I vm.s enj oyin~ a 

convi vial evenin6 with the Austro.li2-n mato vlbo h ·-:.d s a iled in 

two four masted. barques f <rom Aland and We.ls as much a sailin[; 

ship enthusiast 2.s I , as noted in my letter of 31 Janu2ry . 

We left Kurv.r ba 2t 0850 on the 28th ancl proc ~eded to an 

anchora.::;-e berth to li8 until that afternoon v1hen ~:;1c "1,-;ent 

alon5side S.S. EolvaLg \'J}rnre for tr.ro hours v1e re ylenic-1lio d our 

shins stores. Provisioning was always _po pular with all hands 
~ ~ -

because it brou.~;ht a fresh variety to the menu v,hich as time 

went on tended to ,:;radually 1os e its lustre" 

For the next four dEy·s \78 rorn;_ined at c:.nchor excopt f or 

a brief return visit to E\1!umba , this tiue to take on s01;1e 
. 

diesol fuel. Sone of the time 2,t ~2.nchor r1e vwuld 2-ct a s 

mother ship to PT boo.ts rJ1j_ch y;ould tic up or t ... _iJ. astern. 

At such times too I v:ou1d visit other ships whcrG I he,c.1 

friends aboard. There ~a□ always plenty to do on board, 
however. Shil)S work v.1hich could not be dono under vmy occnpiccl 

the crew, and p~:per work which deluc-od in on me whenev er vm 

reached port lrn~ot me subt1er ,_;ed . 
On the second of February r.·0 dep:~~rted Leyt0 Gv.lf vii tJ1 

a fast c onvoy bound to th0 NUJt\7:..1.rd. Our dc0tin~1tion ~::2s 

Hollnncllo.. 
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Dear Yother and Dads 
.... 

, .. · . , 
.:. . 

an. ro, 1945 
(Received :Peb. 1st) 

I, .. -· . , 

I 0,uoss y-:YJ. h::.ve been doin; a lot or Tmndering as to my wher~~bouts 
and you h3Ve 1.mdaubt,cdly euessed right. A.gain 1":1e ~ ... e~e in on the big 
push,* but th.is ti~e v,e .follo1t·ed up acout t~,,:o dnys late, 11hich :::d.y h::ve 
been a good th.LHJ tro~ the stundpoint of safety, bu.t Yth.ich did not ~i ve 
us quite as i:iteresti:1~ n tL1e as ·.'<·e mi~ht h3.ve had. As it nll turned 
out, our experience mis quite routine end uneventful. Our position i.n 
the for:no.tlon co~in; up h0re Yias unfortunately the one that the Luk:e 
or Pl'a..:a toro (of G &: a fnme) Yroi.!ld h:1ve preferred, end so r.e did not 
hnve a ch::-_""lcc at another sub. However, except for a couple of 
ineffectual torpedos fired ot the for~.::ition, not ,.,1uch developed L-ri 
the line. ·:.cicn .~e started out I "';,as cDnv1:ic€j th!.!. t tnis ,,-;~uld te by 
tar the tr.:>ughest job to date, but deSl)i te our protr£".ct~d so ,journ in 
forwE.rd ?:aters, t1e h.2.va had to date only t·.,o air raids r.11yT.·herc near 
us. One plane we ::J2.y have helped brir.g do1:n as our fir~ was excellent, 
but he was s::, far urfay thf t 1:t \\as im3)0S:Sible to tell for sure, ,md so 
1 t cave us no Just so. ti sfactior.. 11 r .:.. ,,_, ,,, " ·( . ~ ~ . . . . _; . .,...~ 

, I.t lias durin ~ this rnid th2.t· ne suffe~ed our :first casual ties. 
Lead vras ilyi.t1.; r:.11 over the pl::..ce, an~ a ro mm. shell hit our f ,~tail ~J 
expl.oded, blvL.1; so~e or t.:1e :;oys on o~c _ of the tr..ms r.. lot of p c. L:.1ful, 
th:>u~ r:ot seri~u.s (fort1.1no.tcly) !:hr:1p:iel wounds . A lat of other 
sbrupn~l 1.~as fly:n .. ~ f:. rot:nC:. ti:n:. morning - we received one solid ctttk 
on tl"!e brL! ~~e, but ( 2. ~~i:1 for tun:--.. tely) it di:l not hi. t iu:y .Jne. Tl·1s t 
n.11 tool.. :'Jl;.i~e ju.st 2-ft(:r . ~ c.rri ved, ,A..Lid n:n-1, ex~ept for the bo::: hi:lg 
and SL:ellin .~: on the b~ac!1, one v:~u.lll ~carcely ~-:nor! there is a w~r 
on. In 6.!lother ·,:(:ck or ~o ,~c sh.J.1.l prob:bly te shoY.;inJ movies ~n deckl 

The pl::ce \'.:e :-4re ia ll(Fr is incredibly hot durin;: the day -
generally fl2 t cnlm ~d th n broiling sun, but the eveni.c.;JS cool off 
nicely. The tc.::?erot"'-lre : oe~ do~n to r:.b.Jut 78 ~rd 1 t feels actu.~.lly 
coldl It i~ ~c~~r~able ~hat a year in the tropics will do to the 
hu:ian syste-~l ~l"~e anct::lr:-i 5 e is 7:ide open 2nd · l.:.rge s1.ells roll in 
continuocsly. \rten t:1~ ev(-ning breeze sets in it is fi! :.e, fa~ the 
ship tftkes t!1e sy,·ell.J boy:s on, but 1\)r t:ie re:mining 20 toursof the 
day, .rn wallo :; in the trou;h ~d roll f;_!ld roll. I don't k_1ow i'.:hcn 1:'te 
shtt.11 lec.ve thiz spot., but we _are ell anxious to be on the &o a[;!-tin. 

The w~r situntion out h~re, 1n ~y humble o~~71on, rcnlly looks 
eood, thou~h th err: i = !: till a lc:1 ;-:: -; t.y to [O. f ! 'O~ r,11 i::dj_ C-?. tio:-1 s 
the r::o:~~ !;•y :J G."1. :::.re .rc-3.lly takir;. : 1 t ~ in the be c~ toe th end they c..r!l 
h:~ving a t0u~;n ti::ie k<;e:in; hllyt.hi1:5 aflo:..;t in these r,~tcrs. Si ~:ce 
our £:•:~1~rit:r:e•2 of Octo:)er, th.::: \~l~olc picture h:1s b(-en LTL_;htc:nin t:: u~ 
by le~:~ s ,~nd. tom-.~ s - but the re i ~:- still a lor: 6 ·pay lo £0, nnd lo ts 
~ore 10.11d 1;~1i ch mu!:,t be reta~rcn. 

► 

... - t ■ 
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It hes been tbree weeks Etbost sL~ee ~e hc~ve received err,- ~ail 
and al!nost as lon3 .$iL.ce 'll·e n:-:vc been able. t,J ~et n.rry out, lmd ea I 
teel ·,;ny behl.!:d in all the ne-:'is. ...And nor. I don't lmon 1.f our :~tll 
11111 ev~r c~ tch up -;n. th us. T.ne farther ~1lon:-~ ;-;e eo the more era tic 
the m"il service b-:;co~es.. I guess ,~e shall just h&ve to be patient • 

. "'; ,,, , 
. I !ir~ally bu.11-;Jed into Pie Truesdal ·e in his L8l the other day L . 1 _.·

7
;: -· •• ,, 

and had a i 00.:i vls1 t ?d. th hb. Ee is Exco. a_"ld he see~s just 2s -
enthusiastic as c.ver. He is talkin6 of buyin:5 a f1 shing travrler after 
the ~ar and 95 0.L--1; in.to l:-1.lstness, w::ich mi3llt not be a bad idoa ~t tll,. 
f.'c hao. a friend in Greenlvnd wno had ovmed or.:.e and h2.d :iade a very 
goo·d thinr; o.f :!.. t. I thl~ the idea bas 5 lo-t of ,jf'ri t. ! t tucs a 
lot of h::ird work t11c first co~ple of years, but a.ftar that one ca~ 
afford to hire c;. c:.,t.1in anl thiL5s go alon~ ¥:ithQUt ouch str!.b. I 
am ra t_~er t.;..ic81 1:1 tn the idea - no-r: tnr1.. t I h~ve bE:C() 11 e n m"ill of 
capita.11 Y-t.·11, m1y~;ay, Pie w:is fi:ie and I tl:ou,;bt th;.~t if Po, sa~ the 

. Soules, A.'1UG \·;ould be int.; rested t0 hear. iie told L'J e about a go:)d 
book t.:ilch I sc .. .Juld like to ~et. It is ty so:seone nc:.med Forbes, an1 . 
is about Green.Lud,. Forbes is a fric.!ld of .?ies ::i11d 1',as in the 
.!lbatiio:}z, a ~:..l:.1e S?:·eeper, 1:hich v<a9 in Greenltnu 'rihen rea were there. 
II you can 6et 1 t., I ·.rould be delighted. 

I ?iC.::der h()rf t!li:i:;s ,are at ho~e,~ I g11ess th3,.t .,-:later has ~ct 
in in earnest :io·N. I hope that .. Uec ls kee::)in~ up the .;;aod ~~rk t~d 
hs.s been t:~~:111~ c-~re 01· thin6s v;cll. It ~:)ulun 1 t 5Urprise r!le m~ch 1:r 

. li8 'i:ere to ie:t bac.i{ so1.:1e tl -..:e before too lo:i~~• I bn ve bes.rd rtl!nu~s tr:~ t 
these ~hi?s \?Cre to 1et back in ~other t77o r:ionth :-; or- so, w:iich irould 
be fL-:.e. 'Ilie r:<J.7 develo :).ncn ts h2.ve been c=1de L1 ;~ll 0:1.r type of -~~~=, 

. "Tie ere rel,:&.tivcly ~1.~-.l~aatei no.v ~d c~nld d.:> r i th much modernlzai:.t~n . 
Also :r,·e c ·J1..1ld. C:o , ·1th c rood l1E-vy Yr:rd overhc~ul. 2o t.:rrc m~,y ce tr'i.! ~a 
in the 1 .. i.lu:ior - I !:..-J)e sot I C:!rl in nohurry to :-: ct trsn~ferred tr:r:1 this 
ship c: .s I C.J.Jl .s:::e no es;,ecic4lly g.;od jobs abe:1d if I E-:n, but I r.--ould like 
to bring her b&c.k t0 ti1c States. ifo,;·eYE:r, in tee liavy, 11 it isn't ·,:cat 
you v;ants, it1 s rfr1at you 6atsn - and ~o Yre ,·,ill just h :~ve to 't'C.lt ~d 
see v:-ilf(t d.ev~lo_p s. Uow th~t Bill Loyci htt.s l~ft t ~ie vu1:e:J.u., I h:ivo no 
one to turn t~ in th.3.t direction. - so far as I know. 

. \\'ell there izn' t uiUCh more· ne~3. reveral do.ys h?-,ve ~lap~ed s1~1ce 
l str.rt(..d t:iis letter and ·1:c are still here. 'IhE= Teatber lns zott(;!l 
cooler, l:T.:cvcr, :ir:d is re:illy nu t.c plcusr ... nt t;j.c~o c:.ny3. :fo•.; instc~d 
of bcif.~::: uncn~rcd, we ~ro patrollinJ - like a s~-:u.irrcl ln a cnge md 
just as intercst:.r:g~ 

I h.:wc:i' t rl•3~rd ~n.ythinJ more on tbo Navy Cross. I really do'J.bt 
if tiH.·'Y .. /.:111 let it ~·o tnr-:m:;h. I also n~i.venrt ;~tten ~ fi:1~11 offlc:!.~l 
as:ess~1ent on cur sub:nu.ri:1e cl ther - ~l th.Ju ~h D:wrt:: is 110 doubt t~\ my 
mind ti1at -rfe e;ot hi!.ll. ;,e .should. h:.:ve so:.1etrlln~ :-,hen the next r:1 2.il c~::-it.;S 
1lrou~" 

##" Write oftr~n. Give r~y love to evr.;rfonc nt fl'Y1.e . I r.m still cnj:>yi:i~ 
Pop 1 s ci~o..rd 1 cr,rry thG 11~~tlc Christ::i3s horscsnoe Eround in my poc:~et 
for good luc%. Lots of love to you both -
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., · iell, -;,-, !inblly .::ot a'?(ay fz-i:;3 tho la3t plnce, th=u:rh for a ti.";Je 
I n~ver t}:~u~1.ht -re ., f)Uld.. Arter our fir~"?t ~::-o or t:hr!'e d::y~ tr.e:re t:-:ey 
cou:~)lt:tcly for ~.::~t ~jout us - ~ ~t,:te of aff2irs ·1~:;. ich lt!=ted far about 
three dE.ys. I<i:-.alJy, th:)llz:-h, they rcd _iEc::>vered ug, put U.? to 1~0:rk f·,r :'.-1

:·

1

·r. •1 

n fe'f' !l:')ro doys :-Jl·.l then srnt us ~n do:-,n h!;~O · .. iti1 ti. ~lo.:- collectl~n 0£ 
l~e ducks. }_nd &o no;., lie are in tLD.otber ju:;ipini off s;>ot n.nd a. 0 ~1.in 
li.lla.itin~ ~evelo~~ent3. ~AN P:er:>.z;.o {3AY 1 J....i,'f'Tl _ 

_ We b3ve hr1d ~ f (;71 p-retty jolly oo~en t~ rec~-, tly, hottevo r~ Cur 
first nt~bt !:err• i •· e l(!y ali:m ~ r;ld~ en J..uf!trtli:i.!l ta.£.er i:.nd spent r. ,.:ry 
con.v1vlal uvc~in .~ EtboB-rd. '!he ~~ts w~z en A:.issie 7- :l!J h:!d :z:nde a. hD~e=.:rd 
tr1.: in ttJer;::::h~!.:i Cecille" a fm-~- yr:ars Ubo, sn-j 1:-: ter hzd m~-ide ~ 1·o~tnd 
trip in r~~ o ;;L-111~". l:e ~12. ~ ft~ EUr-h ~1 s2ilin: s ~1 ;> n1 t}:u~i a !l t as I, E11d 

so r.o h~d a ·,.. :n1dcrf1.1l t!:ie - tiilkc-ri cDilln -~ U·.dps .:_11 evrnius w"'1":.;il lhn 
small ho\~. fie hr-d e:one ro fl!r as to ~:irry a F'i~mi~h 16irl., lllh::;.u l.e 
has not seen no-;r Jor Elx yeer~. . . .. 

The next ni 3ht I vi!i te-d Pie T!""'J.~sdalo a.r.1.--1 ha.1 sn even 1-:: ta~ ;.,~rty, 
. tmd c!rarJr up :,ri.ict1.c:u.ly ~l l his ::oo~ Scotch ~;~:ct.lG <:OtJld ."1? up scb.c.:u i:: s tv 

opc1"a.tc a f1!:n1n J fl€ot :lftPr tl11J r:ar. It is ·: Ot;.dcrftA.l t::,~ ~cotch r.1.i..st 
·i-ill eulivm t.tio 1.ndi1.r.~Uonl 

flo fi1rnlly Jot n bit of ~Jail, thou;h none of it ·~.=~s pe:;:·sonal. Ti:o 
officisl br--~u ~:nt ;:0J1e ~YJd n.ey;s r~n .. ~ s~~je t~cl. r: .r- c,1G 1-:~. !;t t:~:I..t -t=.2 ::0hers 
that be dec:..r!!:•""! tJ;nt ·~·e h.Hd 0r.ly u!'lli_;~htly d~~:i2,;(;.d" 0u:,- r'-11-:n~rtne. ::1r.y 
.fir;ured t~1r~1: ,;f? .t.r;.d :uercly co1.mt~~~,:-d o:.-.c· of ~.:s t,J!"P•··.\'.;es. ~~r~o:.:-.1. J.y 
I ! ,·. (··l -=--~r .. e t•-- t "tc" ·(~ #"')t .,__ . :,- c: .. ~\. . --n ,~1 ......... - I _--4 the, J! ? -.-, .f --:-cl -F 1.r -:_ '...: -")"""'.1 -o ... ~~ --•r..· ._ ~ - · \..1- • • ..,_ · 1• _ , :; \..· _ _.-1\. . _ ......_ '. ' <, .). ._.,.; , . _ ..,_. J.S. > 4' ..L,. • ..1. -4- _ ..t. - 4 ..,, l " • .,. .; ..1 ., , :c:;;; J,. 'J 

t:o.:-kin .~ ri1:c Y:hj Yrot-s ~ very co·:10 lt.:i:Enu.::7 st~tG~a.rit for q ~cc0rd 
(i.r.1.ClUt..li:i"? nis 09~ioa (1rj_ tila 5!.lb). f \:..r• t_:-\ ~ I.{..., :_, :,r_,,:,_-.._ _ _J~ 

Tho r:ood nc't.lS nrrived L~ n rc;intc'7cd cn-;;-elopR ,.c_.;.ren~~d to ~re 
t,hlch enclo~t':d P. ,:-:-o~ ci t~.tion :~nd , t~~~tiful !..,cc.i-:,n of :{~r~ t :icdal 
co~plete ·t,.!. t:--i :ri ~r,0~13 rnc.1 !:'~r:,u~t£:~~ncr.:-s , -;;~ ..... i:l:1 \-:f; s ~~1 t-?. n tirr~ 11. I h2.d 
never re::.lly expucted a Ht.:.v;r Cr~ s !l br:c:.:ur.c it ·-;-;ns r,ot 4- d r:!.:~-r ~f',~ by -~!"i.Y 
:ne.ans, mu l .s r;:-icu!:ly d~ubtcd ";;nether I '(rT:>~d L"f-C ci ve f.J.11 ~"r;.;..:rct. Tr1e 
cit&tion re£ds a~ rollorrsi · 

, 
"For di stin.rui~hin -:~ hi:1sclt' by c~cc!Jtion{?11y r.rnri tor·ioua 

r.orvic o in th-~ 11n ~ of h:!. .1 o-:-ofe s!:ion cs Cd,1r1u1:lin~ 
Offlcrr of s destroyer esco~t e~ployed 2~ a ~creenins 
vcss,:-1 for .:--:n .F~c~:-t C:srirr 'l'.:~~!{ Cni t r:1.:.r- tr. ;r c:, •,-.i:_- r.,t 
o;->cr t t!:J:i S .: ~~! ::-: :: t tr;e c-..c~y fro:1 le G~ tn twr to ~G 0r: tobcr 
lJ--1 ✓1. Tc.-? ::,r::.:~t er.Ci dcc!.t.,. iv,. r:c:~.~:r: t: ~~i~ n r_t nll tL:es 

. ty Li cu tc:11: 11 t Co:::: ~nc.£r E:) tchi-7.i:: s cc•n ~r l ~ u tu:! i o tbo 
succr·.~s o;: t ;w o:JcT'~-tian. ilis f~i"ill,. c.!~.:"~{ .. r-.:in~· tion 1:nd 
outst. -·'. ~tiin~~ lci: dersblp thr0u .. ; h ... mt ~e:-c 1:: ~-rce'.11:ig v:.ith the 
h1i;hcst tr~c!.i tion3 or tho m1vy 01 ... tbo United {)t.2tcsu 

Slt;ned by J.d..~irttl KlJ:kaid 



r It 1s Yery !lattnr1ng :md I ~ ~ure much more tt.an I deserTed., I 
have not let t!:e ; ·ord get ::!.round the Shi? yet bcc~use there m.11 

.. hETe ~., be a. for:1al presentation •;,hen the Co~--::odore co:zes aboard 
next, ;::111.ch s~1::Juld be in U:c very n-.:!lr future. In tho ::ie~time 

~I ~erely gloat over the ~ednl 1n a ~iserish r,eyl 

I am looking f ornr.rd to t.}ie a~y rh~n tho res-t or our ~nil 
will nrri'\"o. r.e i12.ve now b~en ovEr n. :nonth ·:.itbJUt ::in11 rnd. it se!:e1S 

~ like A v~ry lon :J ti ·.ae. I keep lo:13in2: for nm·:s o.f h-:J:n9 e.nd thi~in,; · 
: ot. how thi.n::s must te at Ea~t Ri vsr novr. I certaL~ly nsh nio co,.1ld 
. get bl'.ck !t;)on. I thl~k there rally be a pretty t~:'lod ch~nce of 1 t 

before lon;: norr. Thr?re Rrc 30 :1r.ny new DEs out thl:i -r.r.y noVt :.nd ~1th 
the develo;)::ifnts in e7Ul?"Jcnt in the 1.sst ye~r,. """e ~re vc:ry ~uch out 
of dnte - plus thn fact t~~t ~o enu1d do ~1th a r~ther c~~~lete 

-overhaul - it sc~~s lo~!c~l to ex~ect t~~t t~cy ~111 ~e1d u~ b~ck 
before long. Eut all ~e cm do is to ~ait and see. 

· ·· · Th~-re re~lly 1sn1t much nens th~~e d~y~. Thi11c:.s ~re 'iuiet -
the ter 1 s ~oin _:r v2ry ~-"':'ell 1.ndced :ti th more lt:..11.d:!.:i 7 s t.nd not nuch 

· o;,po!titlon i4riyn-hf:'re (.r1.ccordin:~ to the ce~ t rc~;orts) . .All .. ~!:oard s:-.aip 
bas been 'Soi:1 __ ; .l ell, tbo..1 .:h :·o.:1st:hnt nanotonously because even tl1P. 
rm, recrea tlonal f3cili t1as 1Ir. h~d c~for~ aro ror~c not-. ..~11 ~-e h :rve 

: nofi ls movies ev--2ry ni .;ht, rJ1d the~e days they :re punctur..ted t-y 
long intcrvP.ls of d ~1rkn~ss nT,, ~d a.~Llin each ni~ht. \~e like it t·e3t · 
when we Chll k~cp .moving ~-Jld active. 

~ell, each dny I keep h~pln~ for the ~~11 to co~e thr~~rh 
· and so~ed~y it Yill, so pleese kca, ri~ht ~n ~riti~z. Gi~e ~1 l~7e 
to Sister sr.d her b~ood anu ~11 oi ~-yndham. Ho~ is 2ollo? I hJ.venf t 
heard U1ythin:: cf hi:IJ !'ecen tly • 

. ... - ' 
'I • . -- - • 

. ' . - .,. .._ .. , .. .. 

. , ' 

Lots of love to you both 
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1 
N.1m·•,,r'f,,1!.ll 

11vl r1.,l11 ,n 
.\11 thnr:1t·d l,v: I .\11r..rtl1·• l to: ,\w ·1rrl,~I for : T,.,.,. !u•11t-. r,, r r• .... ,,1, •·r11L.1t111n~ 

I q ~ J \\ Jf t f. : 

,\.-1 r,( ::I 1). , - i \ n , ... . . ,,, 1\i1n. •1· i11, 'It !I .· · .. ·.~--: .,-:· ~.;-;~,;,~t:[~:::-;w~,:,; ~. i,, I(', l q, , ;, : '. l 1•r i , , .. ,, ,I,~~.;;~~-:.:!~,:~. 
; -. •il~ , . ~ ,n( t : • • 1, ••• •, \H . I ' ,1 ,·i ,,,. ,,.,! \\1° '1 f i• · , 1 1 " \ , -11 r ~ .. r 1· 1• n• .. n ri t 1, .. , l 1l l ,1i. ·- ~1 1l, .~t. 1{ ,r,- • r 1J , .. 1 •0 ~•1• -. · •J 1i· (, 11r-r,,-

-., ~ -:, !'. fl ,, ' 1 • 11 : 

.\lir.l •r1,J::1ltr•i1 i-~•l•.• · ••U, lj, , ! Ul~ .. • ·1 ,, , . ,: 1'1• • p•, ·1 1i>•1 ◄f ·: I•\' ,:.1 '11:,1 n · :11111 lit•' 111;,1,1,·11,11-,lv.1 d ,1aj} l'.lr:;\J( .;:,t, 
J ,T Jr. : '1-':~ .11 t ' , , •·, !· ;1 . ,,.. n.--. ,.. • ,,f, 'l! ~,·.• · :111 I l ,·_., 11111 llw I-"•"' 1,f Jut} ,11<1 I ,.,r •, r\11.1:c, 
of t (,", i 1. • '.l ; ·./, :. -~ , ., J' : ,, •.;t t{, 'J 1,1,,Ul ~., ~.,-· ,Jl .. ..,,<)(L 

11 ,, ," ,,, 

t lilt,! I .i-- u, ~. ro If ' 

l'l1l1.:,t<-J ru• ·ri1,,:1· 

l[,..fal or IT11nor 
(l!lt:-1'1) <no 
loni;:t>r i!!..'lw~[l. 

Piiitin1i:11hhrd 
&•r-riM ~rt•JnI. 

r•f ;'° ,\11.: 1'11~. 
•·hit-h ~•1p, ·r-~· ,k:t 
11buv1• nl'!~. 

A.ct or { 1-•cu, HJHJ 

Acto(-t Fd,. tarn; 
art o( 7 Ame. 
1 •,4·> 

.-\rt. of4 Fd,. l!ll'': 
:1,r of j .\.m:. 
H/4t. 

.\ur p«'t''I'\" trhQ, ,,,hi! .. in thr nav:11 ~r:il'l:' of th,, Fnil <" l ~tnh'll "h:tH. ln Comli:it onlr. 
:u-1·,,n 111\'0l\·irn.:: :1, rn-,l 1•,1nllr1 t ~ 1t)1 ,tw l'!lf'TII\' , 1/t , tll1[!IU ,d1 h1r11'<1•lr r-1111• 
:o:pi,·,H •ll •h· l-n- c 1ll · rnlr\· ·111,I 111fP1•111,] 1I\· :1t tf11• n'-k of l, 1~ '1(" i~hovr• nnd 
!H• . •IJl f tlw ,·.ill .,f ,11111· :,w.l 11111111 11 ( d, ·1r11 ,w11t t111111' 1111 , ,, ,,n . 

.\111 T1+·r,.,,11 1, n ·i111c "JI h 1 It ,,, 11:1v.d :-, r\'I• 1· 111 tlir· t'1111 ,·,·I :--11(1-s who Ji~ ..... . ,do .. 
ltm!111,hr!l h1n1s,•lrtw 1•llr:111r1li11arv hN111.1m in co11m:ct1011 1nth m1litnry 
np, r:l1111w1 :1 ,:-111 1sl an arr,,, ,I ,•1,1 ·111\'. 

\rn p.-r,.,m who,"' htic· ~•·n·,11-: ill :m,· <·:1p.tritv with the N:1vy or thr U11itrrl Co111liat or 
:"t .[•, , ·m,•1• lj \p; , l 1'1 i . Ii ·.• ./1. l i.!11:-1, , •I l ii,u~..i r ,,,. ,•-,;1•,-pt 1n11:1 [h· llnll'"lifUbat . 

Oll'rtlOtrou:i <11.:r vil:c w lhl' <..:uvern1111·11t 1!1 a duty o( l(rc .. t n •:;pou::111Jtl1ty. 

.Do. 

Do.. 

Do. 

1'1ioa o( Merit.... Act of 20 Juh­
l~~~; (·'.-wc•1ti\ -;., 
Ord·l'r ~o. !•i1;u 
of 29 Ort. 1'14'?. 

Pt'rnonnd of thr :utnril !om•~ or the l"riiti-J ~talrs and thr. Philippin<'g: .. .. ... ... do._ ...... .. No time limit N'o g:mtuity 
providNi. :111 •1 p1•r,wP1d nf ,,-, , ·,r,r,, .. J r.,r,-,., .. r (r11·•ro lk f11r,· ir:n 11:lf111n" ,d111. :=: mrr 

" .~,-,,r_ I '. l'i~I, ,-:1 .1 i l 11,1 \, ,l , , 11111.: 111,11 , ,I l i11 111 , , ·I\·,,. I>\ l ' \t r l• I l"llillly 
mrr itorious c,m,lurt i n thr• prrform:1nrt• of n11tst:i.11d it1": .~r-rv1r., .. ,. 

SUnrStuMe<l:1L Act ot7 Aug. l!H:? .. . \n~·p,•rsnn";ho, 1,hilrsr rvindn :tnyc;1p:1cit:,-with the N'av,· nfthr Cnitcd Combat tJnly. 
::it:1!('3 si11re fi Dl'C', 1'1{ l. h:1 s d, .,ti'J[!lilshnl hi1mdr cn11sptrt1r111~ly hv 
1plluntl'Y nntl intrrpidtt, in nrtrntt, 11•1t s111hn• ,1t lo j11snf;- thr• awartl nf 
).(,,,ht of Hnnnr nr ~ -1','1' ( · r ,,N· at,,. 1·:1<1"' n( P"f·f'II" Jir,·vin,1°1\" ~l\l'- I 
tniucJ, fCL:Ullt rn1 ·11J,., I for ~r. ,J.d ,ii !lou11r 11r ~.I\:',' l 't11,;s or l) ;~tlll- I 
gui,ht-d s~n"iC!' ~[rdal , and 1,1; h•1 W<'ft' llltl\r>•l dnwn. m:1r hr r"COII.SIU(•rr.J, 
all ~;!srs Jo he• enr1~i,J, rr· ,[ 1111 r,•,•nr,f.~ 11u11· in \an' Dq1:1r~n,,,rit. 

Distinguished 
Flying Croos. 

; Actof2 July 19'.?li; 
; E'\rC. Order No. 

.'. 11 r pr ·r.;on who, wi11 l1: ,-,·n in .!' 111 .111.v c.qw·,tr with th,· \ ir l.'orp::i of the Cou1hnt or 
~rrt1)', ~ati ,ma l 011,;1r,I, and. Or~:11111. t·LI ill'sr•rvt>s, or w1t n {1. ::5. ~•fayy, nnn<'ombat. 

1 4576 of 28 Jnn. 

I 
rn2;; E:i:rc. Order 
No.77Stiof8 Jan. 
1933. 

Navy irnd ~bri.nt Ac~ o!7 A~ l!H:!_ 
Corps ~!t'da.1 

Bro,mSt.nr 1\1:.e<hl Exec; Or<lrr No. 
g.qg of 4 Feb. 
1944. 

Alr M~ .......... .. : .. L:m:. Order No. 
9158 of 11 ~hy 

.\hru,r Corp'! nr C1>a .... t Ci, ard, ~111,:-1·r111r- 11t tu <; .-\pr. l~ll i . ha:1 il 1<t111-
1(1J1~li,-u i1i111<.,,lf h\' hrrnt,m or c:o:lr:1nri l111;1ry .1chH~•·r111rnt "nilt> p.1rt1c.1-
p:1tm...- m .IC'rtal tt,ch t. ~kmhrN of ,111br:1rr, rm val. or airforcr~ o( fore1~n 
~•l\'rrn m(••1ts , winlp ,;, r\ int: with. th r l'mt•·•l ;:;.iatrs, 

.\.n:t pt.'r.''lll ;,ho, whd,· ~• •fl lr : ~ Ill ao:, C,11 ,:1• :t) 1\1111 tiu: r:. s. X.1vy or \L,­
rit.l' Corp:<:, indutl ,ng fli•:-l'rn•s, sh;ili h;1Yr . :,;i nce fl D[•c. LO.\ l, di ~tin­
gui.~hcd himsrH or htn;c•l f hr hrrm~m nr,t mvnlvmg: ar!u:1l coullitt with 
an rnemy, or lo anv rwrson to uh,1n th e ~r•Nd:-iry of tl ,e :\"an· l1:'\$ 
form erlr aw:.rJPd a li-1 tn of rr111:nw11J.it1on fur hi-ro1,111. rr~art.l h ;.s or 
da~e. aubject t<> appro,,,·al or the Boa.rd of Dccoratwn.!! anu .\l~tfak 

.\n\' J'('Mnn srrvinit with Arm:,. Navy, M:i.tine Corp~ or Co'\St r. ,1;i.ril on or 
afte r i O,,r . Hl4 I whn d1 <;tincui~hr3 hirnsdf by h"roic or mrr1tnrious 
3chir: vrrncnt or s,•rv1r ~, ncJt tnvnh·1111r partir ipatrnn in :irrial di~bt, in 
conncrtinn with m!li1ary or na, ;1 l ,,1Jwr:1.t11111g :tl!'.llll<:t an rno.•n:1y. 

t 942, Ge14 Onl,.r 
No. 1T5 of 27 , 

June 1!142. 

.\m· JX'r<:flrt whn. ,dul,• . •·n·ir ,~ with .\tmY. ;\:t\ \', \L1rin•· Cm1B or Coa..<1t 
Ou,,rd (lf t lu• 1'11 1~1-••l • ..:, 1t,·'\ in ,ll! \ rap,1r1t ·; , suh:wr11J1·11 t tn ,·. i'Plll. l!.1'.!P, 
di , l.111 ~•11, hr•,; 111ru.sdf by lllt·nto:.ollS achievement wl:ule paruc1 p-.1t1 1.1 g in 
an acriJL Ji1ght. 

Comm~mhtioD 
Ribbon. 

Aln:iv tt-H, 11 
J30. 1944.. 

Purple Heart...... . f:'trc. Ordrr No. 
9277 of 3 Di-c. 
1942; G('n. Ordrr 
No. lSt> of 21 
Ja.n.1043. 

.-\\I r 0 rsrinn c• l of Nary•, ~farine Corp3 n:t(! Cc:t."'~ Gua"d +:Vbo tr""ivr '\TI 
i111hvidrr:i.l lrttrr of r ornrr11•nda1 ion ~,i::-n"d hv :"'t'r ::,n-. ( 'nrr:i rw i1 , <'.inr l':u:­
or CincL.rnt. or :i Fl .. ,, , ( 'm r, 11:11,,l.,r of r:rnk 0f \ irr . .\rJ 11, ,,.,d •)l' :it•r,v(', 
for n11 act oi h"rni <: in nr , r rnrt• rll'rl11r1 :1 <·,l :c1 111:r i, J; .. ,•. 1111 ! I lin t r1 hhon 
may not be Worn for 1-tt,·t~ tt L·1•1 , •,. ,l a ft l' r 11 .J.10 . l !I H un l" :i" t••xt '\O 
-authorir.('S, or for :my klt l'rll ;rom Fled (;umm.u:.tkrs prwr tu 13 ~ept. 
19H). 

' r rr;nu~ \~01,nd"d in artion :ic-:-iin:::t the- rnrmv of thf' rnitr,r:I ;i;:b!r" whilr 
~•·r- nn~ ~, lh thf' ~avy, ,\f :irinr Cnrr,, or. Coas t Un:ml of t 11~ l'n itr>d 
::51:lt t q or as n·suH of acl oi i;uch rnt•r11,·, if,, ourirl t\Pt•1•,:<1t:.te tl trt·atmcut 
by mcrlm1I officer. Also t.o neu of ku.1 of perso!l::I. k1llecl iu action. 

> •ln •-.., rn bat. 
ooh,. 

Cornhri.t or 
noncom bat. 

Combat '>nk. 

Speeiaih• Meritori .-',.c:tof3 Mar. HlOL Offircrs nnd men of the N:.vy and Marine Corps who rendrrrd SP!'cia:I },' \'onr<1moat 
ous )fed:11, War meritorious srrv1cc, other than m b.,ttle, during tbe \\'ar ·,nth ~r,am. i orrlv. 
with Spain (no 
longi:r isiued}. 

Pnsidentfal Unit. 
Citatfoa. 

Exrc. Otiler 90,"iO An1• ship, aircrJft-. or naval uni t,, any- marine aircraftd~tarhmr:-nt or hia:hcr 
of 6 F\·b. IQ4..!: unit for o•Jt~tantlin,:: rx.'rform:mcc in aclion 011 or a(lcr lG Oct. l!Hl. 
Gen. Order p,; 

Combat only. 

of 3 Feb. l!J 13. 

~ 1 4. j •.. 

~~~W-/&bl" + .... :,, 

?if ,i•t he issu,.<J ,,.,·ithin 5 ~·r:m, from I ~2 1i,nr month frn m 
date of d1 ,trni.111i;lwd act or d.1 tl' of ,[i., tm• 
6l'rvic('. orr1•nm1 111•·111Jr-d "1t hir11 c: ·1 !~ :,,.,.1 :lt l, f, ;r 
~-r:1r:t, t' 'l:<'rpt 11 h1·n a.~~r,lrd m I "ril1 <trr! mrn 1111k. 
i:-J~t·s pr, \'lllu , I_, ,>:r.•11,lll<·•l ilrtd I ,inv. tj D c·t , l ~H . 
t1Jrui-d dr>11 n fur ~lrdal uf Honor, 
[).:;\f, nr ~ :n·y f'to,"I . 

!-.h.,r Iii· j, .,t1l'd w11h 1 11 .{ yr:us from S2 prr month rrom 
datr of d1~trn~,11 ~h C'<l :ict or 11:tte of rhstrn• 
s,-rvirt\ or r••r••11nmrn•lr tl within 21· p;t1i : h•.•• l act or 5.:-r~ 
}'r>ar1 from d.1tc of act or scrvir-C'. \'Ire, for enhst t'd 

meu only. 

~f.:f t h,· is,nr,l :l"i,hio ;i. r-~i-s frrnn , \'11 ~T'"lt 11it 1· r,;~ 
d:i.te of d1,; t111l!m~i11:• l a.P ~ nr ~• rv1 .-r~ 11r'1nr : ,, 
serYic",orr,,~•1mm•·!1,kd~1thin .l i D1· r . 11q1; '3-2 
)' £':trs, e-..rrpt whtn ;1.ward,·d 1n P,'r mon th Irmo 
lieu or a lrltr r of rnro m••11,Lat1 .. n tl., t ,, o f r!1 , t •n• 
previously aw.irtk<l for herOi ) lll, i,!'; t, h"<l :li;- t, a[ti•r 

i lh•e. !!HI, (,Jt 
t-nli-1tP<l mt'n onl,·. 

No time limiL" ________ 
1 

.No ~rat11itv 
l\Ulhorucd. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Oo. 



Although the landin.~s at Lin~ayen Gulf had been success­

fully corn]:Jleted nuch additional material was .req_uired. Four 
' . 

resupply echelons were to nrrive at Lin~p,yen Gulf betr.1ecn 14 and 

27 Janw~ry and three more betne cm 8 and 18 Febrw:::ry. ··/le r1ere 

assi6ned duty as a unit in the scr0en for the last of these 

which was desi2;nated as 1.rflsk Unj_t 78.7.4, the Second LST 
Resupply Unit, transportin6 elements of the Sixth Army fron 

Hollandia, Biak, ~oen~oor , Sansapor and Morotai. 

We were to pick up the Hollandia s~ction, j o in up with tho 

other sections of LSTs and then proceed to 2, convoy rendezvous 

point in Leyte Gulf where the entire convoy would assemble 

for the pnssage to lin6 ayen. 

On the second of February Tie departed Leyte with a task 

unit· comprised of 15 tr2,ns'ports and a scr8en of four dostro~rers 

and ourselves bound to the eastward . It ,.~,as a good 13 k:not 

convoy 2,nd 1,.·;e st~2;sred with then for ·bro days before b.r.oaking of'-~ 

to proceed indiv1duall;y- at 20 knots for Hw:!lboldt }J2y, Eoll o.I1.. dic1. 

Vle arrived 2,t Ho1lanclia on the rnornin6 · of the 6th , fu.eled, 

and that 2.:,~tsrnoon de:pc.7-,.rtcd r-Jith one croup of LST~J . I v:as 

screen cm:r-nander. The other escort \·:e,s SC-1012·, We set out on 

a north;,-;cst2rly courr~e Ett 8- l eisurely s_pe e d of S lrnots ~·;eare d 

to the c~pabilitiec of our ch2r~es. 

After throo uneventful. days of form2tion stNwdnc; over 

quiet seas <t,'v·G effected. rendezvm.rn ni th the Noernfoor rrnd Biak 
"\ 

sections ~Lt 1645 on the 9th. :C..tr scrcon i..v2s augnented by PC..-1120 

and U.S. S. HAAS (Jm-4 ~A) . 1;,or another qv.iot d c'-ty n.nd ~ half' 

vie pJ.oddcd alon:_:~ toward LGyte. 

Lj.ko so many other d~ ~~/s in those tropical J.atitudcs the 

11th of li'ebru~~ry came on fine 0-nd c12ar .. As th ·.; stgrs faded in 

the vrcrrm no rnin. __ ;· t rd 1 i __;h t wo shot th 011 i' or po r-; i t .i on c.rid sud c1 cnly 

the sun broke the riu of the horizon aotcrn . 1\.nother beautiful 

day had davmed. 

At 0 819 o. Jestroyer thr?. t hi ·1.d nnpo;: r oJ on the horj_~rnn 

1 • "L... .J t} J' t l 1 T ("< '[T - ' 1 
'()' U D ( -·)· '\ C::: r• 0 ) Gar ier . appro8C1.!..iJ<-..L -~c.: co.nvoy •. ·· vff1.s ·;_r1c __ ... ---.i J: ',,._ .. , l l J-"'JL , 



carryin~ Conmandc·r .Destroyer Division 98 1 ·which \';as to join 

our screen and would take over the duties of' screen commander 

fror.1 cre. 

The convoy continuGd onward4' Uncler the cloudless blue sky 

the s,3a \Vas a dark blue as one looked doffD into its clear de1)ths. 

Lookin~ astern its wind ruf£led surface reflected the ~lintin; 
sunlight as the sIJooth sea reached out :for tho horizon beyond~ 

The LSTs in forma tion plodded alon6 obediently behind us each 

with a sparlclin6 white bone of f'o2El in her teeth~ 

On the brid_; e I i;'w·as looking mt surveyinc_;- th0 pcr::.ceful 

scene spread out be£ore ue. Suddenly as I ~atchod a great 

geyser a£ s-parklin6 1.7hi te water almos-t like 2. burst of steam 

glaring white in t!'lP- sun a_zr:,j_r8 t the b1 ue back6 round burst 

forth at the side of one of our lSTa. She bad reccdved a, direct 

hit fron a tor,edo. 

The time was 0906 ~ LST 577 bad been oloYm in half' by a 

torpedo \:-;J1ich h 2d been f'i.red from f2irly close ran~;·e. The 

after half s211k 2.linost irnnedi2t ely bnt -the forw2rc1 half remained 

afloat. The offi cer of the deck sou.ndad thB J;ern~ral alarm and 

vm v✓ent -to General Cu2,rters "immediately. 

For the next threG hours -the escorts c2.r.::~j_od out an 

intensive sub:r:w.rine searcb ~Nith nu .. :rnerous subm'2rine contacts 

reported and proved f'alse. As eo..ch contact v12s reported the 

convo:y executed turns and emer~ency turns the sum eff ect of 

v1b.icb ·was to keep the convoy prett:,r 1auch in the vi e ini ty of the 

torp0doed LST 577. 
At lOll ve received tbe report tb2t all survivors of 

LST 577 had been ·picJrnd up by PC- ll20 .. 
\ 

The ships 10..:; reports the :folloY1in3 SC(j_Uence of events: 

1102 '.'/c rGjoined tlrn convo .. y i'ol1.01:1:.n~ our submetrine search, 

ll20 PC-11?0 orde.1 ·cc1 to return to scrccnin~ station. 

1125 LST 57l carr;f in_s mxt Sell va:;c O?-·er•;t ti ons on 5'77. 
1208 \'/a secured :f ron i']-cneril Qu2.,rters .. 

J 230 . . f t. Co·.r:1J-),':'\c:])_··1 1/- O O .• ·r ,-,. T "T ·, 
100D _ _ convoy is in :orn{.: -1.on . __ _ __,...,_ _ ..)u .1.n .. ,")Ei'J~l" 

rernninin'"_:; with. L:ST 577 to SU}K-'rvisc s•'lvn. ;o O;)orntions 

n.ncl continue rv·;:.rch £or enc1;iy nu"L11n: ~rincs. 



I reorganized IJY screen 2.nd a__;ain \s;e vrnrc ploddinc_~ onw2rd 

toward our destinatione 

At 1525 the Sarn~apor 2nd Liorotai Sections of T .. U. 78.7.4 
escorted by SC 729 joined the convoy. 

At 1653 PC-1120, nhich h ad trLi.nsferred survj_vors to LST 1027 , 

~aas ordered to return to LST 751 anc1 screen be~ Vlhile she v.ras 

atten~tin~ s alva~e oper2t ions on 577~ 

And sti-11 we cont inue d on;::ard ll Our fleet of L3Ts by nov, 

was considerable, but my screen cons isted of only tv;o SCs, 

U.S.S,, HAAS and ourselves Vlhich, considerin(~ the size of our 

formation, v.as hri.rd1y 2dequate. This f2,ct ·;.-as .rec o6nL:-'jed by t},e 

powers that be and soon hel~ was on the way . 
At 0158 on 12 ]:i'ebruary U.S .. S. LUCE ( DD-5 22) 2.nd U.S. S. 

CHARLES CL BADGER (DD-657) arrived to au~1:rnnt our sc r·8en. 

Al thou6 h s enior to r:1e they requested that I caTr~y on ;1s scr8811 

cormnander. Later i::1 t.he ;-!~Ornin~~ PC-1120 retv .. rned to the screen. 

For the re2t of t}':rd do.y and e.3rly tne next unt iJ. our c::.2:Ti val 

at Leyte I fcl t like a full adrn.i .r2.l -r.1i th seven ships 2.t wy 

c omrrre.nd • 

At 0600 on the 13th our convoy procs8c1oc1 to the 2nchora.~e 

at Du.la~~, Lcyte, v1hile v1·e v:ent on to Sen Pedro R2y to fueJ. 

prior to resllll?.in__; tho journey to L=Ln.~aycn. 

V/hen thG entire convoy r0nclczvous cd for de1J :J,rture thc:t 

afternoon it l1nc1 :..:-rovm to a tot2,l of 94 sllips \"vhich included 

34 LSTs, 23 rnercbc:.Et s hipu , 5 nc.v2,l auxilli~:.rj_ cs , and a 

remEinder of su21l types .. ·I1J~e1 ·e 1Nero 12 escorts. 

No lon_:;cr tho riadmi.1'21 11 we were detailed to a screening 

station e.t the rear· of' the co;:1voy - a secninc._;1y i ~_;nor,linious 

come-down to a 1oc:'.tion \·1hich pror.dsod little chance to pick 

up a subm2r ine contact. 

Our slov: and m1v1eild~r convo:t clottsd for 6 rli.10 s ~1}100,d 

over t.be calm expanse of oc c ::1.11 })ro,~r2ssecl o.t rt pec1ec. trj_c?..n 8 b10t 

pace as ~e ~~trolled astern . 

~iithou.t incid8nt \':c J2.ssed south of tlJe 
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Sulu Sea towa rd I.:iindoro. There \ve.re no air alerts and l:i.fe 

aboard h a d settled into a rout ine with very little prospect 

for exci ten ent as we followed alon~ in th0 r cG.r mos t position 

in the s c .:re en. 

ttr mental l ethar~y ~as suddenly b~ oken in late 2fterno on 

of the l5th cl1en nt 1650 De ~ere ordered to lcrrve our s c roenin~ 

station to assist U.S.S. COFEn ( APD-62 ) who h .'Jd a sound cont ~/!t. 

Immedi.::.1 tely after vre had verified tbe contact \'·/e \:,ere or~1crcd 

to take over. 
In this case I decided on t he hed_:;chog as the mos t 

appropria te ~eapon. Th e hed~eho~ consisted of a whole battery 
of smal l bombs 1,-:;hi_ ch v1ere posi tl oned on a 1 auncher consi.stin-'.,s 

of closely ·sp2 .. ce d spindles or finc;crs over ;t1hich c:J.ch bomb 1.:ms 

nest~d. These fin0 ers vrere _ an2;led in such a vmy that when the 

hedg eho~ was fi red the projectilos would fly t o~cther like 

a covey of g_uail to produce a predct 8r~.1in0d pattern on the 

·water within a lini t2d 2..r: ah•32,d of the ship. Sinkin~ .r2.p.i.dly 

they would only expl ode on contact ·:1ith the to.r __;ct . 

This tine t he s onar and its recorder functJ.oned perfectJ.y 

and at the 2.ppropriate Ewment Vl8 f ir0d the hedl:0}106 . 

With baited breath \Ve watched our birds fly out c1he2-d 

and s :0lash dorm in a perfect Jn1tt ern, ond tlwn - Hooray ! -

an und8rr/ater eX})losion tr.r,::;nty seconds nfter firin(; . 

Almost i runedjJ:,tely 2, :.;r2at cusher of oil spurt-:1d t o the 

surf.ace,, \'/e pa~)sed ov2r our q_uarry, iJ1nint 2,inin_; sonar contact 

all the time and circled bncl- . Eve n h2.d we lost sonar contact 

the £_,111s h e r of oi l would continue to c;uide us back r\~ain and 

n~ain. The water here wao about 300 fe o t deci") 2-nd scttin_:; our 

depth chc:,r2;es ·1·dth ap~'lropri2tG ~3ettin.:. 1;s v;e c rossed and 

recrossed the r:iot ionlcs s _;u.slrn.!' roll in,·_; t he rrash c ~ .. mB 11 rrs 

\Ve pas sed. Sevcr.:::.l r~d d itton~:.l undcrrn!t8r c~x,J. osions 1::or2 noted. 

j\ Y'I th D~-, U S S t.'t ,·, ,•, ,..., ( J" ' ,' 4 r~4 .) p·r a l .J . q 1 .-:i J ,.,. t, u.J.O .1. er J~ , • . • • .Ll..'.Ul1J J: 1- c:. . .- .:1...-._, c:.e v , c _1ec. 1 ~ .. on ·n~ 

'l 
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At sunset we w0re ordered to rejoin the convoy, loo.·rin;- the 

HAAS to cont inue the 2.tt2ck. \-✓e vvere disappointed th2.t our 

efforts had not resulted in that final 6 r2.nd explosion \7hich 

v.rould beyond a doubt prove the demise of the sub. 'Je could 

only hope that our relief ship woul d eventually experience that 

satisfaction. 

All in all we h~d fired 120 hed~eho~s and dropped 68 de ~th 

charges durin:; t}?.e attack. 

( The action report and assessment of this 2 .. ttack are 

included as an Appendix) . 

The 16th and l7th of Februc ry pQssed uneventfully ~s , a t 

7 knots, v,e steamed north1.7ard pe.st the north end of L~i.ndoro 

-and the entro,11:.ce to, J.,ianila Bay. _At 1855 on th2 16th all the 

escorts except ourselves, ~ .. S.S . PHILIP ( DD--.498) and tno SCs 
left the forr:ation for Subic B2~y. Finally, just cefor~ midni:)1t 

on the 17th the for2r.2,tj_on 21 tered course to st2-ncl in.t o Linu"2.:ren 

Gulf. \7e reac}~0d .our destj_rw.tion. at E~1out 07 35 t l rn nc~-d Mcr·n:.n __ ; . 

For t}w ne.x~t t wo day ::-.: r:e, clivideJ. our tL~e bot~:.ieen fneli n,J , 

provisionin~, ~atrollin~ and rollin3 at anch or unti l finally 

at 1700 or1 the 20th r;e got under r.ray. This ti1 1:e no vi-ere bles ::_:e d 

with a f2st 13 .5 knot con voy conslstin6 of U. S.S. EOCKY I,lCLFfT 

(AGC-3), 2. cori1munications co111.L1&nd ship, and t-.-70 A~)3t _· .r~l ian 

AuxilliEries, g ·,.1AS ELIPi fL•; BATI:LE.AZE and HI,IAS ~-•:I.lt?IR ~ I.'.I./~C.~1 . The 

only other esco:.1~·t v;c:,s U .. S.S. RC·TIINSON .(DD-562). 

Before noc;m of tho next day r;e \~.1ere stesnin.__;· v a rious 

courses up t}w ch.~nne1 the.t led to Subi.c }]8,y i,-_rhorc ;;.re fueled, 

replenished ou.r r:J"iE-:mnition 2nd 2nchorcd until the foJ_lot,7in_:_; 

afternoon, \~/i1on vdth the same ships, v..:c c::;ot un der vmy for 

l\~indoro. 

iLft e r s-tc :=ti1-rin __ ; ovcrn i...-_:ht 1'18 anchored in L:~rn~:~-1,rj_n Bey, 

Mindoro at 0928 on the 23rd of February. 

Here I .,-,7as deli ._:;htcd to f ir d cmchorsd ne ~~·,rby t h ; U. 3. c). 

FR~ELiu~~T, fJ.~:,~;~1hi!) of 1,oar Adm.LraJ_. 'i'l.U. Ii1ccl1t(~lcr, rc!ccn t1y 
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19 Feb~ 45 

Dear Yother & Dad 

We finally got some mail the other day, but my most recent 
letter is 1tat s of Jan. 1. Christmas must have been a lot of fun. I 
got a letter from Sam Galpin, ·who gave more details of Christnas at 
Viyndham. It must have been a field day for the children. llary 1 s pony 
i;ounds v,onderful, and I cc.n imagine hoTI" thrilled she must be.. I wonder 
what Rollo thinks of ~itzi, who must be just about his size. I 
certainly wish that I could have been there~ 

We have been kept very busy since I last wrote, but it has all 
been pleasant and ~uch better th:1...-ri sitting around at anchor. v.·e hr~ve 
had a couple of subuJarine adventures. On one occasion a ship1

· like 
Joe's was blov~n in half. unfortun~tely, I tappened to be Jcreen 
coI11111ander, but of c :-mrse trxre is no bla:1e attached. Later 77e were 
joined by more sb.ips, and I had so many ships, including several 
destroyers, in my corr.mand, that I felt like a _ _full Admiral. On the 
other occasio!1 the s-...ib situation was reversed~ .. ,· He did no damage and we 
and another ship did him in.. I am only hopLTlg that we cha.11 receive 
proper credit this time and not Just a trprobably slightly damag -edu ~uch 
as they gave us beforel ... _ ·-- · 

I must make t:bi.s ju~t a note, as I must get 1 t in to the mail 
in a ~en minutes. 

I keep wondering r,hat the neTis of Sydney is and where he has 
finnl.ly been sent to. I a-n glad that he ?t2s not over there in ti :~e fox­
the great Genn~ counter off€.J.~sive. How I hope it will just be cl ear 
going ~d r.~ith a nin.1-l:run of losses. The Rus~ians are going so f2st on 
the other front tl::.at it really see~s th2.t the Gc:r:na:is c2 . .n.not hold out 
much longer. Ilever theless I guess Sister has plenty of an:r...ietyo 

I -wonder ~hat the latest nev:s of Joe is and rthetber he is still 
hobnobbing rlth the Greeks on the Acropolis. 

I forgot to @ention your nice Chri.st:nas card., I think it is fine 
and a good picture of all and properly reflecting Chrisbas cheer. Also 
I thought Sister's card Y73.S ver1; nice - one of the best I have seen this 
year. 

I must stop and get this off. Sorry to make it such a ~~sh job, 
but even a note is better than no letter at all. T:1is is my on e yec1r 
an.Yliversary in col'!J~3.Ild of the Coolbaughl Too tad y:e aren't so~ewhere 
where we could cel·ebrate i tt 

Write o:rt~, . Lots of love to all and especially to you both. 

Jf\i,' i'i>-~t...~C Su/?.; /t,) ·111 C 0VLv .':'t=:'A, Vt]E.. 5(u.C. (:.t) A !)1 ;. LC:1 /~(,1 VJ 111-f 

HC D 0'E. L.oc..r:, l .Jt'//<.::. H lf-U{()~J(..t."&--Cb Hir-t. 1/l(J-.j (,JC Cr~v.,:,f:. 'J r/'c• ..,_ A-f .)() t n,··~ --,. 
- .,.. ,,.,.,, <I, • , I,._ 



Convoy duty in the Philippines ceased on 28 February, at 

which time we left the area for Ulithi, Caroline IsbnJs, and £rem 

there to proceed with a t;1sk group for Iwo Jima . The U.S.S. COOL­

BAUGH arrived at Iwo Jima early in March and remained in that 

area the entire month. After the Island was secured it proceeded 

with a convoy of the victorious ..Marines, departing on Easter Sunday, 

and arriving in Pearl Harbor, Ha,vaiian Islands, the day our fate 

President died. 

• 



I. 7 Mnr/45 

., , 

Dear ~other & Dad -

It ha! be:en .a lon7, t!.~e ~1.c.ce I lest ~·rote and in the meantime I 
h · r 11 1' ~ rP" c d .;J.. • · ~ h d t ct e.ve ~ -•_ C?;.'rl_ or: c:; J. ....... :;.~,~. .J..f.i.~ L.Ci7 o.J.:;o ore nas !!l·JVeu a ... on.r a~ nn 
ba&ga~c c.nd 1 t loJks liLfl tc is l:c!'e to stf!1• :Juch of ti:..e lo.~t ,. eek .i :1.nve 
'teen 11 vl2 ,; in a ~t!"~ tf: ~f subdued. r:i s-e, but gr~d.u:-~lly I n.::i beco:1in: no!"e 

_. u~ed to hav!:-~; hi:J .:..-rcund. Of cour_-:e i:.~ hc..s ::1ovcd ::1e out of ~y fini:: rcom 
, and no'r{ l ~.m b;-.ck in t~H: Execs roo:n a~2.in, 7.h~ch ms n::>t helped :1y 
disposition. ::::c i~ ~uitG- nn. old -;-..-o:i; .n r-nd has been tryin :; to inflict 
~o.je of bis ideas U;JIJ:l :rn t:..n1 tb~ ::-~1 p 1:1 th li ttla succe~s. FL..-.i2lly I 
hud L"iinr-s out \:'.:1th hl!'l a fe•~: d~vs n70 ~d n0;,; I t::i:uc I h:ive bullied hiJ! 
into n fii?' stute of sut□i!sion;· but-no one is e~p~ci:-., lly h~?PY• 
Incitie:1.tr:lly, h.i.s n ... ~c is de 1~:-,y - he c:>..:1C!n fro'.'":j Port ·.,ashi:1:::t~n :.nd 
knows the ~orses, t~:n.1~h r.Qt ... ell I ~~tt.cr. Actu.:-.. lly, h r~ is pr8tt7 rr.uch 
of n gE'ntle:nan, tut I £till do n:>t relish r.:~•yin:; hi::i t.itOJ?"d .• In ;rlE ·,•: of 
n reccn t let tz-:.r, it S.?penrs thG. t 1;e shell be ~ore or less pc-r:Jrnen tly 
afflicted r:l th him. 

Since 1 as t v:r it 1~ 0 { tmd b ~fore the o 1 d fj en t sh o ~ c d u iJ) -;,, e h ~Ye b :" .. d 
scverul lnt<:rcstt::; c.::rd:;riences. HO ca"!!e b: .. ck fr~x:1 Lin t~~ycn with a v e ry 
plensrnt co:.ivoy ~7..i zt:J~:p£d offj .,rt t cB-rtain s;,ot t r.m route w-here I 
h~?pcned to t~;J in to :·111 :oyd~ , l:o wn . .s fL'le w1d vr;ry M thus in ;:j tic ab:rJ.t 
be1 ~1~ ou+ hr,T"'Q ~~nr-i nh:-,~•+ i ~, ~ I:': j,..,b "i,e •;-·t:iT'l.t orr t'.J ..... littl 0 ◄ <. ·1 •·,nr-4 ...... '.Jr • ~ . V __ ./, • ..... (ll J .._ ..... _ .,, ~Ji...,;J 

1
_ ..., • , 1~~J, · .,_ • -4 ._> .!.,.h.J... • • \.,,, • 

a fiee s~i□ t2:1:i a f c-:i:- beers illld h~d a v .:mderful r::uJ1i0n. He is ju~ t 
the sa::,e &s ever, tut is ;:etti.~,; ~atice.:itly bald! Ee v- 2.s full of nc,:s 
of mr.Ji..y of o"J.r old friccdso L.:-:.ter be c.:-:::1e b~ck C!;ur~rd for suppor and 
fflOYiCSe ( fv\t\N (-:;P\\~p.J -P..)A'YJ ]--11rJ Pct~c:i ,2.3- 2. _'f F'el3) 

l z5 r c E:.) ~ >t -~ :r 
· A dny or t-:--.~ ~fter I s:.·/1 hl~ 1:e 7~cro stee::1r .. : .:1lon~ imJ ju~t nt ::iur:k 

I spotted n l~r;c piece of ~~sc~P~c &he~d. On c ~~cful i~snection it 
r'.r."""iri:·,rc-d t·--- }·r-, ......... rt o··:• a .............. c~--r..d· VP.Crl'.'.11 • • l t-h "1 l~•··"\',r r: n, -i'·.-,c-C"'-..L., 1...-: r:, ,,.I .. ~.~,1-n a 1' r ~ .... _ _ v ...... ~ ,. , ..L ., ...., c:- 1 .. _ ..., . J - c--.. , , ...... ._,... ..._ ......... J ...... t.:. _,...., .• _ J. ....... \...- .. 1. ~ , .J- '\..~ .._ __ ........ ". 

ffi~~ :1 lot or 1:rP.c~2J·e st:rn.n ovc.'r the dee!~ ":d1 : ch -:: as .:-1·;-t,..~h. On even 
closer jJiSIJt:C::ion I J s.nw -;,·hr1t appc.1.rC'd to be & ln.r---=:e □ontcy fi:ce. 
predoJ1!.n£.:.ntl7 -:-:2:h, ~c-crir! r; o:it fr::::1 i.:n.dcr o. t:;r-:, .G ulin. t·. f: ~tcp~H:·d 
1r::-Jr;d1~:cly r-1: c.! .circlt·d t: ·.-:.rd our fir.;.d. ?rc:;- cut..l? tl":e rc ·:as r1on.:··~c1.t 
under t~e t3.r;-,:ulin r.::.:i 2+ :i,_~~rc c~:nc out en (..all :."0t:rs - 0Vviou2l.J n rE~l 
live J--·p :ior:kl::,:r~::n. ,·ic- .r:.~tiflc:i t::~ o:c ::.nc ;:-~sr: c-d hi m if he ~:ished us 
to pl c ~t u, our i r 1 end, or c 1 ~ c 1 '.1 h c v:1 s ·,1 c r 4:if a s - ~ 1 r k l 1: :::1 u -;J • l: s 1 c 
drew clo~e \·t8' kc~Jt a c;.rt:.L:.l ej"e O!l our ~u:::.rr,r, "i : ~1c..:1 • • .-c had ;:;ell covered 
T!i th :~ br.!..2tl:..:-. -~ 1.;[ltte:ry cf ~:::.11 ~1r:1s, but bs C..:p:Jtlrcntl:,~ h:·.J no ul c(rior 

,- motives, f"Jr ~11 1:e: (:id~·:: b k".;cd ·,··rir:;~:~g out ;l ;·, :~1te rr;:; in a d:~z. ~d 
"' ,.. "" .., C r t ,.. "'\' n f'i ~ i f .... ,- .. , ..... 1 "' <'"; e - r .~ ."' " t' ._,. CI 1 '"I n .... n 1 •· r ·. ~ . Cr.., ·-. ·. 1 c; ,..r ~ ,-;, t \. ' C t' ,., . . .. n 
i-L,1-.....,J.4 • , • .,) ........... ..1.. \..-~\.-l .,___..., ._ • j ~- !·--- -·- U ......... '- _;,J ,,.,.,.,;,.;..,, t • . • <.;J 1,,,.., J.. ... ~ --,v 

Oft\.,, ~·re:c'~ 1--,•--r- .. ·c.--! ~11. -1r:--r-l.f !-"I ... l · i• . r tnr •·,-·.-l .-- -~. •,..tc" 1)'' j ,':1.:.-,., t.""l ·· nrd -Ll ..... . , ' I\., '--·-- ......... I,.. .. . o.J ' J _,..., \.., ~ ._ t .d ""' ~ .. ........ t. ....... ,,;... \. · - ~-~ J.~,1, ' -~ , . .... . 

U C' - (.'""' J. · ... r ("'o ·•,J;>·d Tn ':':. ~,-.,......,r-,,nt' :..~. T""•:c• e:.lo"'• ... ~10· .n .. -... ~1d -•~tte!!"'\('' 1 ;:._ \.i r ,_.- ... 1 .. ~7 
J - .._ ...,I • "" ,_ ,r ... ·J • ,.. ...,.,. ,. .,. •- ..... "t.. • ..&. ._,,. ,. ,.,1i t ,- .,c_ -..) <.-., .,.._ ~,.,\ t J -; . -'I,; '-."- ... 

1 
_., ;.,. <.At .... ~ U O • .... - t,.. ',/ ... I. _, l 

li:10 ":.iii ch ,;·e tr~r~·t1· hi:!. ?h8n he ~cc:;cd to h ·ve ~ cn'".n::-:e of hc?.rt f:;:w he 
1 Gt ;;o, p u .st u.1 :::, fr .:riJ :io1n :cd t::, h.:. :~ r..c :2 d ~ :.:d.::;; - r·_: J a:i, r 002 n. ~ 1:e 
tc.~;>tc1tio~1 -:!r:~ :--~rciot, tut-. e r..:1..:i orc2crs tJ c0 ~1 i"::' .. ~J: E~~ c~~. r:.:-.. "'.ll:,1 - e 
per~.u~d.:--d hi: to ~ .--: .:;.i:~ t.:-.:{.c a li::c· :.:~~ :\ -o tr.Ju ·ht :·4.!.~ : 1-.:::. ~ to t::c c::,.:.r- ;1.in.~ 
net ~-n.:.. ch ho sc" 1 eu L: the ,"1 .. ..rJ1cr CJf 'J slu _. ~~ i ::h Z-) e. On deck he st:: r tcd 
to rc:-.. c:i be-hind hLj, tut I hi:<l c.irc ctcd. t:-ie b0y s ta h:,1 11 hi::1 h~:nd s :.nd 
to !Itri~ ht:.1 t? t~r J ;;.., c· .. ulv::1 1..:nt. of the buff" ~~11.; r:.:-:s forlu:-!:...te t1s 
he hti.d l-i h,illd L='c:1udo ~tuc:-C in his tel t. ~J.'his i';t_s pro::i;;tly du:1ped 



r ,. 

.i 
i 
..... 

overboard rmd the rest was routine. The boys put him in the sho~er, 
gave hl.:n a 6ood scrubl1Lrii 2w"1,j in~e dry clothes end '::e ? ncked hi:1J off 
to tho brlt~ • .Aet'.J.i!l.ly I thl~k the idea of the h::-~d grenade v,a s no !!lQre 
ap,enlln - t1J hio th :---;n l t na:i to us, cut ho prot~bl:t figured t~a ~cestars 
would .~ivo hi.-.i .. \ to~ cff,)rt nnJ';13Y• Ey thn ti:Je he .fir_::.117 left the-: s:-:..ip, 
he m-~d ~i V€n ~11 t:1e boys :1t s c:i to ;r'r'..yh tmu !1.:.:d p:rov1d c1 ~ui tc .;:.. ~-it 01· 
B.!IlUs.e::1en t. nnen t c1e b~y s t.olct bi:n of t :~c co::J bin t~ of :i'ok:,·o - l1ll 1.~·i th 
approp:-iate gestur_es, ha y;ept, much to the gratific::1tio;-i of nll the 
spectutors. uf co:i~st~ l h !id previously ~ivm order~ that h~ ·-:":as to be 
kept in strict isolation, c~t nvidently the si~htseeers ;-ot in FL~y-;-_; a_y 
an:i ull the to:ts r~ot n kid: out of seeing ~ tr:-.p~cd Jnp . ·fi:e finnlly 
turned hl::J over to the .Aroy, ';\ho, he r.:-,s r~ui ta cor:. vinced, 7:ould E. Q"Jln.i. s tcr 
the delayed 11 ~oon-t,:>•J~tt,. ;.ctu.tlly, .:. ft1~r hc3~ln:~ the s tories of so e 
of the Lnericl1.11 prisoners llberntcd fro:::i ~.:~n11n. he undoubtedly richl7 
deserved it. It is h ::. rd to tb~!ik of Jnps ts hunb.Il bel.ngs as Judged by 
thei~ actions ~ud thelr n.pr1earance. 

, t 
~" Jt abvut the t1:nc of tt~ Jnp ' s dep:1rturc., the Com~odore ~ho~ed 

up an(t we haven't had !!!UCb. fun _since t~~~ . ·'-, ~ . " ((..C i) F e" . A, .rcl ' •• '~ .·-_,G A'f rl e . I o::.T
1

u · 
W.£L!(',/!f~' { (\,; 'J L : ,__, ~ _ L, ~- · ~ I .. ..\ l . , . L £c. -r 

... At our l::3t port of call I tu::r;,cd into our friend Brcustec.1u 
and h~d a nice 1Zi.~i t ,.1th hi:n H.e, too" h'JS been h~-vinz rm interesting 

.. tim o. ~ud i ~ looki:i ~; f ·:J 7r;ard to a lot more. ile sent his r~ E;ard s to ?op .::nd 
is n.very nice ~ello~. 

v:.. -h .i ·r,:,.~fJ o~.i -;--, .. :. ,.__ o J 1 ,...A 

Jt.,. · · · lh3t is uost nll the rBccnt news. These dn:.rs n0r. r;~ 2re out of 
our . u-~ur-..1 S?hc re, rnd I :1:1 exp 0cti:1:; t~ see Gcor ,; e :l cLan;Jh81. very ~00::1 

Md pe!"hs;>s -;-;ill £:.lrcrdy h~:.vc 'rJ t...'1c t!:Je this l0tter r0~ches you. ?erh2;:,s 
I : sholl :eo RoJ t~o. It ls CV":~ po::si~-lc t;; :!~ o~-\c of thc~e tl :lys we s:wll 

·be -,r.ii· ~iT~ •:, ·,, ..., - ,,. , lc . .... vn. - ""'.; I ... ,.- ·· ·n~ ·t[;-t ~ .... .... ci.~ to c~e ••.--,·u tut t·-~'"l t { s ,·, ... 1 1 "'J <.>'-' , , \. ......,. ___ ...,.u...., ~ .... ~- t.l.i ... ....,, ...u.J..e. ',I -:::- "-' ~- •• _i;..;. J v - .... .... ...., . J ~ -'- .1 

me!'o -s~ecul~ticn, T.ne ~.houzht 01' ;.yndh:l:1 in tLe sprin.; is ;,re~t:t ,nic e, 
th~uchl 

. ..,: 
~ I do~' t kuor .. · -r;bl!.t has hc.p;)cned to o~r :!l:-lil . :Jy last letter 

fr .~:" '' 0 1 ~ J -c r, l("'t )....,~. l)'""lr11 tl of .i: ncr· 1 ~r~ 1r. +h . l.., T'iVed t•"'.'-'\ ,.:-:,....y~ ! " ""! "'\ . .J_..,( . Jo..~ _.;:;, VJ. 1-) , ._,.,.... V • ~:.l .. ~ .,4 ,,/ \,/ -..,.~ • - J V 'I..\'- .J •~•~_,._,. 

There :aus~ be ~ lot l:i =-:: (.: t 7·r cn whi ci:1 h ; .. s n'J t s:i0v.n uo - or ~o;H.:t~:!..:LZ4 
Po!)' s l Pt te~ 1·1 o s Hll .~o ~ct ne:-vs f'.nd !:O I lJre su:1e tirn in--bet~ cm-i ones -<1re 
too, but l ccrt~lnly 1:eel r;sy out of dr,.te on all 1.,i:e ho:ne. cloiGgs. 

\:, ell I s:h2ll :-to;J for n ')w. P f:r1wp s tlF·r e \";ill be :1o~e s t'?ri es 

/ 
to tell .t:1 j f!: :i Juy!~. One nt£:Yc-r }::10,., s .i:1 thi $ ~rrt of t1D ·:;orld. - or 
p c r h [q s ,:, u r- d c :: r Co ::2 : ~ 'i o ~ c "' i 11 h : v c co ·:1? 1 e "LE: y d '.i' i '7 c-!1 !'1l c t o d l. s t r :-i c t 1 on • 
li n \...T• s r:i""'rc. h ,ot ', .,p~c:--..... ""' 0 1 r'if.')~,s ~·o---ut !)Clt. tv t :-i { T\•·•~ t,... -n ' l 'l'l ol·i \.-.r.:-"I ; • .,~ '10 ~ ,..._ 1 ~l. ...._,. • -C:- ._., • - ,.., ..L _: _; 1M ".;"J' ,_ ._.... _..;......, "-. . .._J 1 ._ 11' :_ .t...t,._._.'- =--: ..,> , 4-' . : ? i...l " ""' ~J ~ • .& ' L,r \.1.. V • 

gets prcci')"...iS 11 :tl .~ !;t.tisf~cti •")n ~ut of ::c. Di vi tL1n C,) :L:iandcts ~),ra 
l!bout ~s u~c1·:11 .:m ~h£~~c s:1.i~s as t •.~-o tails en a dJg. 

· \~•r1 to oft£n - I lt.~n:: fo·r ncT;s of you boU1 tl.i""ld of v.yndh.?Jll and 
nll the f~mily. 

Stu 



~lrT :i.vcd :.J, t ;; ,.~111 l· cdr·o H,'. t.'.f , L c .-1 !~u, r1 . .11d 

·c·I· ·-(~. ~ 'u-cJ1·J ( ·,i ,, ,..~-L ()) · t , .• · ,-. -1- , -. • ,. i · · -· i 
_ Ji \. ✓ J.\ .. , 1 • U L:,--, __ ) 1 l . , ,,) J _ _, L, l_ , , •. ,d I~) .Li, 

aml his (~ ·[; ,·_i.ff. L.J.l.C 11 of th·:; LL ... ii t r:cJ ll t u:xL or ,i1 ·, 'L L/c ~1~-; J u ov: 1 r.l 

rny pornJc~-Julow·; dO','-' tl lnto Lht; ·.•; '_t ' l lr'001 :l c onn t l.'Y,, rn ,.11) .Lll:·; !;h~. c:,.·~~ c 

out o~f hi.:.J roo :;1 oud fcF·c J.n- : h:L ,1 to ciOl1.hl ci U.~) (.:J ~:.-_'. '; .:h c;l ' ,:)., 

For th~tt d:.)y rw.d -thcJ 1v· :-~ t '.·1c i.1 0 :J t l y ~3 1.'/lJ.n, .) ; 1 t L 1.1Lc h ur , 

shiftin._~· bncth o.nco to ~fnnl a.ud a,)·::-·U .n to rup l c n i.~ .il1 o~u.· :_l.rL1::.L1r1J. ti oq . 

·//o cJ.J.so h: ;, cl to dcJivc~r OLU' J"a_p JH' iso n:; r ~L0.ho1·0 t 1J LhL; r•r O!"Cr 

authorJtio3. 
·,/o h : ,d h'. d J i t G1o to do \ J i Lb t h 8 :~_r, w and. j t::-: c-:.~ t ·_1 lJ -1 .i. ._:hw:u !J 

a ~.:: hore so ·:1ll.c11 r·i'ornc c k c y.,;j.t h t .lL) ,.Jai_1 h: :u ac u f fo d t o ll.Lm ~i 1;c_~1piJ d 

fro ;n tho v.rh:.\ lcbO;.;Lt at :1'~.:,cJ.ob~1.n J'.t0 y,;;1 3 in IJ. G~;;'!.' :t j : !C0:_,1 Li. t :.:. rr . Ih~ 

accosted the~ first GI hn s :tv.i .. 

11 \-thorc I s the Provos c ;. I: .:.. r u h'...),l? 11 he ;J :d.d.. ql h:,.-.:•c t h.i. :J :-·:uy 

to turn ovQr to him. 11 

'.rho nouc:-too- bri_ ·)1 t s old ·i_c;11, lo o 1dn,._; Li.le~ ?·;cc l~Je .Da:U:.:: y, 

said , ny c:_i_h:· -i'/h '.J.t 1 ~J h e done? " 

"Ee ' ~3 a J :::-i.. p . 11 

"Oh . H 

·,'/crneclrn f J w tl ly :..,.ccori1:pJ .i_::-.dwd h.iu r.t is ~-3 j_ o11 ;;.nJ rc: tnr·nc d . 

Tho ni,;ht or th•2 ~7th it blor, 11: i:rd . ·'{'/e r o de cor:_C ort :_·1,b.Ly 

enout_;h in 8 f "~:, thorns o.r ·:ht ccr ri.-Lth 50 J';.:'"tho riu3 of c h c.in a t tho 

vm:tors od_, ·;e. 

At OJ.OJ LJr.I ?6'1, dra_; .~~J n .. ; a n chor ~~.nd out of co n l;rol, .ru n 

bro!_1dsido int o onr u tat'bo -~rd uide, hit tin,_; our Iriotor nlm 1 c boa·b 

v:hic.h wau hoi ~} to<.l to the n ·:. ll and d :tr1il_·< ;in(; tho tL.v i t rJ. 'J1he 

,s t arb o. •.rd c ii:lc of th e~ wl1a J.c b o: Lt r,r :· .. s ~-: tovc i.n . . L:";1 11 ;~6 f I s a nchor 

fouled v:i~h ou.rG, c~:.1rnin1; us to dra.g ubuu·t; 20CJ _ya rds . 

.1\t 0135 v.·o lit off our u ::, tn en.~; i 1H; !3 . 

cu.bl0 2.nd procccdod to a cL>t::~ · .. ncho ..:'a ~c . 

1::iI.I ~-:G 7 u 1 i nn c cl hc.r 
L ,.1. 

Lu.tc.1· thnt rnorn.i.n_.;, ~8 f.11 ~:; tJI·uL:,ry , c :::;co r t in, ; u co nvoJ o r.· t ·.-.ro 



( 1)·1, r)-, r·, ) J J)() ()''l. \ t 1···· . (l f ) l) ( l ) "' ,· ]·· ) ]J ') . ,., •' ( . r~• ·;• ) , 
!.r'C- ~. ( ) ' (_ .. . . II.Id•) .. >J1/l.,;J\.1i lU .L'J- c . ·: ' ,.,ll-11.. l, \ J) 1-~·-•.J1 Ct : 1 1iU 

Gl? i1;1.m\'.'O UU ( .IJi~·-(;' / ~J ), ~t:Ll oi:' onr dj_virLi.on, r.ic cJor1 :q·Lcd f o r 

Uli-thi in the C:.iroJ j_nc lsl~~nc1r-.: .. Our ~~ cm:-:r , ,o:ir .11 ·: d r·nf'fcrc~d 

o. s er i Ol~ CJ pro b1c~JJ1 ~rn cl \\'Ould 11 O\'r' b c out oJ ' 0 1; c rri, L :Lon unt :i J our 

next avu.LU~bilit~y p c rj od . ./i cccn·dtn1.)-.Y tlJ:: comiaod.oru o.~:·dc;rccl a 

four ship s creen rv'i th CUULJ:•~·1.lL;H iD ~-~- L::. i.J.bnc}-: po~J j_ ti.on 10UO 

yardD a Gtern of t he formation • . 

Th8 C. 0. o:f U:31~., P01"'1itLili\ lJ11 ( AK- ~·2 ) r.rr~.s O ~ 1' . C,. 'l'lw otl1cr 

ship i n the? :formution wns lJ:J:3 .iJ~~JJJ?UUD V.!.81\J}.({ ( 1\h- ;J1). convoy 

s pee d wa~3 13 knots . \'/c \'Wrc~ j '. 1. o.uc 1rnLLci.1.--- O f)r.:-:.1...,;~ L -; on for t]w 

first 2-1 hour ::.~ bc:r orc /~ oj_1)~ to norw.uJ ::.:; ri l .it nl; -i nt. 

pro-dar:11 hours o f 4 J,l;J,rc11 we nEtde onr JandL,11 01 .. Ulj_ t hi . ~tJ1r3 

trip h:1.d b P-cn p lei.n; .~:.n t and uncvcmtful w.i.tJJ on.ls rout;:i.nc 6tl;.:ik 

a1erts to bro: ik t1Jc monotony .. 

Ul:ith i is a l :..1r,\\~ a-t oll tNith a 1 ~~-~,:oon c:,boui JCJ 1,r1ilc:~ lon· :, 

no.rth ~Jnd s ou th . I t h:1el servc(l a8 t he Advi_mcc i-1 F1nc, L .Anc)1 c)r·;.i. -(~ 

sinc e 1 Uet o be,'."' 19~ 4. It c onJd r: c c o ;n ocl: 1.·t(~ :-__-,_ 1. ~Tr:: .... ·_t ninib or or 
ships clfl.d scTvsd ~~f-~ a lo(._;intj c : t1 s1i~,!·11y ccDt.cr .. 

Upo n :H'J_"' iv~:l rre p roc cc.cL.:c.l to thu l(:;ou Lhcr·n .··. Ec}!or;_-:<;e: r;j c~ r 1.) 

we anchored ~~t 071'1 in JG L1tJ.10iuD of ,,·.r~ :tc1. ... vri.th Flw:::.:.,~(·1 J.r;J ;:11.d 

be :1.rinc..:~ 1 5 5 T. ~3ix hotlr;; lr:1tc:?.r we GOt under v1.-,.:y t; o fu o1 from 

we returned to ~> ou th J\ncJwr~"l_"/c and cCJon ,.1.ft L°:·1. .... Y,':1.rd. ~ .... ccoJ.vct.i 

the LCh':_; _:-~d l~ o :., u r"Lh ( -~] on ·_J~ ~i_d c. 

I.Jany ot}1 :-:-i-• r-:ill:ip:3 v.rc:1·c tmc.horcll :i 11 the l~i~,ooa '"=nd tl'nt 

evenin:·; 1 r:, : c..: ub1c to do [iOrlC} visi t :.i.l\'~ ;a1d c.:.t~ c11 tH) w.i.th oJ.{l 

fri.cndr~ .i.ncJ t~din, .: 1Jt:.11k -Urou.;.,;_: c:n.:i :.1nd tlO() Go J..i.11.l:,_;n .. 

~:ho next rnorn j_n,._', , 15 U::u,.,clJ., ,·re w,:-rc u11dc'r,-.... y ,t L Of1()() Lo 

p:i_ck up onr 0.1 clen; 1Jci"'or·c~ rct u r.1d11( ; to 1.i.c aJ on -~: il ~C: TiO ,,'::;·~ lt 

ai.;: :LLn for ~?.1)0u.t 2:~· }10ur:-:~. ( JL 1 l' or(1cn.~ (I .L 1' c•c: •_: t.t r 1
: · ; t.o r.;crc • •J) 

~P. U. 1;~.6 .. l, 11 i tic f ui: t Lr~iu ·,~ 1:c.11 ... t:i C.:ll\ l [,-., ·.: u r.:·.:.; I: c· : ~·, .(1 nh.i _i ,r : , 



I-Il~iLh.LD Oli' tlli'; J.!Of{ ~·H1JG ( 1u>-173), CU.LU .:;~•J CJ1'Y ( ,\ _i)--JG'J) , cJ UEN 

11\.ND ( JU.~' -1G7 ) nnd G 1.;u1;~; :•; J/ . ElJ., IU TT ( 1\Jl- HJ 5 ) 'W~i. t:h o~:;cort~J; 

U.33 COOLB/1U(;.H , D~\ i\'BY , J .. DO0C .Li \ ,) rn·; . .,ct,~·,/UO D, H!1h t,i01i, GJL:>.i-i i'/UOJJ 

t.tnd LOES J~;n • 

. Qu.r co1.n' .::~ e vnr.3 almor~t du8 1101-·th . Spe ed \': .is s0 !; a t l?. 5 
knot :J as r1~e: t'o11 0 "-.·i1c d our z:i.g z a,~; p lan to ':/::rd lv✓0 Jj ;r:r?.. z=iO'!le 

950 miles cHstn n t . 

Tho :f:Lr s t :.1fternoon f or about t v-:o hou;·s :.it ._;onr:1 .... ~11 C;Llu.1--tr.'i ·L: 

s :xt isfuc Lory tJ J:..u-1 our mor e tw1w,1 drj J.l~J \Tith ~_r:1 f·; r i. l.l 0d u: :11ocmr-; 

or s t.'.: tr shGll p~J.rnc huto f1c.ros ·,.'/ e oxp(: nci.2d 95 ronnri .:-_; of 3 11-50 
AA ancl .3 64 roun ds of so r·v.Lc e 1. 111. J: 1ln;:L:1.l;y r~t 1'/~j :5 r / -:; :fori;10,(l 

into crui;:1 in~ d i ;3:)0 ~Li.t i O i l r/:Lth tho convo:l f o,_'1nccl i n thr-sc 
l ' 

[]! J .L_ps, 

in t:..d lh~1c k po:_~ t t i on , ] ~ O(J ~r:,:r<.ls a::d, :.. r·n , 

Por tho tJir· c·c d.·.~y;-1 [d'i:c r· ou c dC]) , :_}"'tL~rc : ·::c co1 ~t .111ue:.J -Lo 

ste 2_111 n :).rth . 'J1}) c 011C, Co1JJn~:.nt1.c r Tra11:_;por t ~·;c_p 1_=· ;, d ·1 · 0 J1 ;.:·o :in 

US ~3 Z1{LL1H cond 1.1ct ccl fJ ;.1_)1oj<:;-t dr:i.ll~J c ,'J.Ch u or1 1.i_n ~~· , c.nd oach 

aft cr·noon no OX() _Pcir~ed a t t ~:.ctic :.Ll rn~1,no 2v·c· ·:J., ~L1hc ,1 -L .)1t of ·U1r"' 

6th t ho Grr~:.,;N \tUOD rcp o1··~;e: d :J ou1J,Ll~ -~r .ine cou t :~c I~ r lJ1 i.ch j_dct"1 t. i.f .i. C?'(l 

Gen o_;_--:_:J_ ~t:u :1-r t cr:_1 for du.1.d :: :.lJ crt, 

J.i'inal1y, l.~.t; U1UO on the 1J th oJ' J,J:_ 1 1·ch, \? ~~ ~1cr .i.vcd u. t o P.r 

dcrnt .Ln: 1. -t.Lon ].J0j_11t j_u th(~ liLi.ddlc: o f 110'.'r'Jwr-c' 1:::i..t i11 th-::: ::...tl' l_~~ o f 

Iwo (J iu1:··-~ I t r.1 ~!.:~.1 Lht:n tll : .t \"/ C COi~ii1ff'nccd f o'·n. i i., 1on ~3 L~:t 1 n1.i11 _- ; in 

n l:d.~ c:i. r c.l c u-:rk in _,- t i:;1.:; unt.LL \\'O ~ ~101.J.Jd b e: or·d (-~t"' L:d to c1u:_: n 

the i~~].:-1nd to i) Let l1J) ou r' \ric Lor·.iou~·; :.~r 1_t·.i. t1 : :· : . 

~rho m··1 ri ,1C';J h; ~d l'!11 1 kd Ol.1 L1) ·i:~ uu .l nv_L;,j_ l _~ :r.r;J. .. : nd do ::1~.l]' Ltc:J 

by i. Ioun t Su d.l) : ·.cll.i. on 1 1J .l.1'-c3b.r1U.• J~\'{ · i.ud il; 11 1 d l)~'('(J c:~ Lj_u l i.od 

th:d;. b ,v c~ -~r<Ly :.L! t' C}) 7 L \', 10lllr i "l)C ~:ccur·c-d ~· n·.l LJi ,, ~1 i , L , r,J~ ill : 



out t}v.d; ~·.<;,y .. The j;3 .L:-.1,n,J r:.:_; cnl;Jrc')J.y rj_c.ld.l\_,d_ r:i_{.}1 tLu:w: .l~:; ~n1d 

c avor-3 in \·1lLLch t .rH: c.lap:3 J-1~-~d. cr1trcncht cl th~~ 1n::c11.1 c:'.J. ~Cho ~L~p:_u_Jr_~~:(; 

carrison on thi~; .four r1l1c 1011, ~ i:JJ.: 1.nd mu11bcrcd (.1.1wn-L ;·), 000 

men and therm h~ ~cl nr~1ct ic·:J.1y to be di;_,_ -; out unc by one,, 1l1hc 

bG-ttlc 10:::;frn::-1 on both z-_;j_,i r;:J r/cre c11_CH 'J:1Gu::~. 

l41 or tho 1 w x t J 8 d a./ u rm c on t .L n \ w d to u t o ~ u n in l ;_T ;__/..: r; j_ r c J. c :3 • 

The lo~ notes a rad!_l.r co.ni;t_).ct. on 13 I.1: '._rch hc :-11· t n ,J; 34U :_! t 

4 2 milo s, j_dent l f :iou ur::; iHn :1,ni , I vw <J j_ i. ~a wl1 ic h t ·: :i.vos UJ1-

ind.ic u.t lon oJ' the ure:<~ in r,hich \'/O OJH~r ~.:.-t(;d. 

0cc :1.~3ion~_1lJy r,ie wouJ d b:-: c~'!.llcd on to dol.i.ve:r t~~?..LL bcd;r.1nc i·;_ 

ships 2.nd oc ca;::; lonr~JJy the cu c orts r:011.Jd fucJ J' r·on 'LJJ e: 

transport s , but np·Tt fron °t! ]•::·. ;G d.LV(~r;:;ion:J Liw .1:·o r.:·.c: lj t t.lc 

to r o LL eve the Ition o tony of r;, t .i. tin,-~· . 

../d'tor e rnllcos ci:J .. ys of circ1int·,· r.·o \'.'CTC) d·Lrcctccl -Lo clo:_;c 

-the isJ.;,_nd r:,nd r:.ttrol. o~f tll , ;~/8Gte:rn -~r~n1.;port ~1.rr-~~:. !1bo1 : t 

tr✓0 miJ.c ~J o.f'f shore bet-::o cm L_;_',n~:_)oko Ir::1 I.cd ·, u.:l ;:n d Hot i ~oct:-.; 

This \'i( \:J OLlr' COr"JdiLj_or .1 \'.'J]C!l 1 \'.'I'Otc 1ay .Lcttr_?r o r ~:j 1, ·t<TC)'L 

Tho '1·,·o ~ th ,;J'"' off lv.- o \·: .;J (~_u1tc 2 c.11:, 11c:(.' f r -,J ~., , t}1 ( ~t r.r :_-. }nj 

the t.rorJ~tc hr~ .. -~ t tlnt tl'Li ~3 f c1t 1:U-:c tJic' Jc/ t,J . , : · L-: of ;.,1_ 

Grc}cr'Jluncl \·/inter! 

One-! even in. ·: off of l•,\'O ·,::s Ji:..,, d f:t J' CJJFtd-;::-1b1t~ c) ' '.J.)C.L"jJ ;ncc., 

The •J.l _J3:~; vc.dcc r; ~(i'i.o uJ~~l. Ol.'"' 1101',.1·.;.J. cot1dlti.on ~1 \: .:~ .r;u; 'J >O~ : c1..1 to 

h:.-;,vo a ''lj no of D.-i. . ,ht 11 J':~n(,c . :.3 u.ddcn]y I ,,.J:t !~ a '. :: i r·c of f :'. iili1 .i nr 

vojco c ~_:.]ln co,-i:iri : ·: L~11·011. ;l l •,?]1ich nccn~od c11(, L 1·~ i·1 y 01xL of 

context, 

S0 ,;) ( ' \'✓ !1~~- C J.il~c one \\rho Y>kcr.~ up fr<n1 ;_~ ci c•oJ) ~~.],_··c:IJ° l,'/(). J1 : :~J'.lll 

for tl.H 111~~ t.: nt '.·.-J1r.:re J-in i.~~ ::. cl_i_J u. ' ·dou"i-1~t.c 'L: ,1:c 11 
.. 'J 1h c r_:h i_i·,:.~ 



UJ~th, lies half way on the direct route from Guam to Pcklin (about 360 

miles from c~ch), 830 miles from the Admiralties and 9 00 from 
Leytc. A 1 200-mjlc radius from Ulithi cuts Okin~nv~ ~md LingJycn 
Gulf, and passes dose to Formosa. Pearl Harbor is ~b out 3 660 miles 
dist:m t. Thjs atoll bcc:.Hnc the hub of naval operations in the "'\V cs t­
ern Pacific after September 1944-

I01 00'· 

11'1 

c:ei,~,P; ,,
1 

:1~~ I If 

~-- , ~:;;~,--~ ATOLl .. . _ ·· 1 
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h.~t~-h' -t ·· t-A 
r.:•:io o 1 v0;'> 6 l uO ioi;,,;~, 

I y t~('S 

. ---
Ulithi, disco,·crccl by th e Portugncsc m.vigator Diego da Roclu 

in 1 p 6, remained un dis tu rbcd by Europeans u n ti I 17 3 1, wh en 
Spanish priests ,vho :m cmptcd to start a mission , vc-rc driven oft 
by the i\licronesians. T hese people were a sturdy lot; t~1 cy cb·cl~ 
oped :1 strong trib :11 organiz::ition an d n remarlrnh1c architcctnrc 
,vhich fc~turcd great comrmmJl houses built our of cl rif t\vood logs, 
with J) igh-pcakcd roofs covered with pand:mus tl 1;11 ch. The J1p:1~ 
nesc e~;t:1blishcd a r~1dio and wc~thcr station on one of the islets early 
in the w~r, and made a fonitcd nsc of the hgoon :1s a fl ee t anchor:1f;C 

and sc;1phnc b:1sc, but th eir engineers csdrnatccl th:u no islet was bi!! 
et"\.0~1

~) h :S·o r- l·1..n Ct,, ll ..... ·.-:;-t-•y-1 f'>, 



THE ATTACK ON IWO JIMA 
' . 

. After the capture of the key phcc·s in the Philippines the Americans were 
eager to press on and strike ;,.t J3pan hrtscif, dropping e:irlicr ideas 011 

MacArthur's part of Qpturing Formos:i or part of China's co1st as nir bases 
for the assault on Japan. But the Joint Chiefs of Staff agreed in considering it 
nccess..1ry to take hvo Jima in the .Bonin IsbnJs, m.idv ... ·ay between Slipan 
and Tokyo, and Okinawa in the Ryukyu~, midway between the south-

. western end of JJp,:in 1nd Formosa1 as strategic stepping stoncs--closc--up 

. island bases to aid the air bombardment of Japan. 
Iwo Jima, being rcgJ.rded as the easier operation, was to be tackled first. 

Moreover it was wartted as an emergency, landing place for the B.29 Super­
fortresses which had been bombing Tokyo from the Marianas since late 
November, and as a b::ise for th~ fighter planes escorting them- as no fighters 
could fly the entire distance.. · 

_A volcanic ishnd 1 only four miles long, Iwo Vlas uninhabited except for its 
garrison. This had not been large until September, and could not bve .. 
offered much resistance, but since then the garrison had ·been increased to 

some 251000 men, and General Kurib::i yashi had developed the defences into 

a network of excavated caves, wcli-conccalc,d and connected by deep 
tmmcls. His aim was simply to hold out as long as possible, as there could 
be ·no later rcinforccrn.cnt because of the Americans' huge naval-air superi­
ority, :md he relied on the sheer_ dcfcnsivi:! strength of his position, eschewing 
costly and characteristic Japanese countcr:macks. 

The attack on Iwo Jim:'!. was entrusted by Nimitz to Admiral R3ymond 
Spruance, who took over command of .the 3rd Fleet from I-hlscy in the last 

week of January, 1945~it was now for the time bejng ren~mcd the 5th 
Flcct~and for the bnd part of the aper-at.ion he was given three Marine 
divisions. The preparatory air :rnd sea bombardment w.as the most prolonged 
hitherto in the PJcific w;ir, with daily air strikes from December 8 on, day 
2nd night bombing from Jmuary 3 on, and a final three days of intense 
naval bombardment. But all this had dis:ippointingly liitle effect on the 
deeply fortified J apancsc defences. \vhcn the Marines landed on the morning 
of February 19, they were met w·ith intense mort~r and :lrtillcry fire, 3.nd for 
.;i long time were purncd down on the beaches, suffering 2,500 casuj_ltics on 
tl1at first day out of 30,000 men who ,verc landed. 

In the days tha.t follcnved the Marines slowly fought their w~y fonvard, 
almost yJrd by p .rd, with abundant and constant firc-support •from air and 
$Ct) which v,·Js incrcjscd ,vhcn Mitschcr's fast curicrs were hcouQht bad~ to 

._) ... 
1ci.uforcc,. after tbcir gre:i.t uid on Tokyo. Not until March 26 w as the con-
quest of the jsland ~chicvcct after over five weeks'_ bitter fighli11g, and by 
then the M:uinc b;1ttlc losses had risen to about 26,000-30 p~r cent of the 
entire landing force. The JJp~mcse h:id fought so stubbornly th:1t 21 ,ooa had 
been kiJlcd1 :md bm:ly 200 t1kc11 prisoner. The mopping up d pochts con­
tinued for more ~h:m t\Yo months longer_, bringing the tot:-tl of Japlncsc 
ki11cd up to over 25,000, ,vhilc only :t thot1.r;:rnd were t:1kc11 prisoner. 
)kforc the end of March three :iirficlds were ready for the Americm pbncs, 
:tnd hy the end 0f l he war some 2,4 oo landings by JJ.29 bombers had been 
made there.. · 
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On tJ10 ~16 t l I oJ' LI;1rc 11 the .Ln l: Ul (J r.:~, ~.: f i 11: 1 J J.;'l r; c c 11. c d , 

and uoon aftc.J.' \\'iJ.1•d th~~ li'Jf lJ1 J,Iar.iues wcr(J boj_n L~- 6rn11::_rb . .::c.l on 

tho r~·~.:.i ·G.Lng tr~1n:·.;Ji o.rtn . .Et r/,:~;3 not v11t.i.1 i:; J1(-:-1J. th;_.,t \.-.1() ~.c.a.1--ncct 

tho. t our convo,), r:;;t:-J dcs-L incd fo-c·· r-ciir] E·.u:bo.t·, a L~ Lr;;i, :ht 

line d .ir>t:d1co of a bout J(~(l() mj_Je::=: .. ·1'/c \'/CTt"., }Jo·1·.rcv·cr, tl) :1:.d; (,; 

a loc;ist icsl cn.11 ~t };n.Ir:ctok on l'Ol.ltc Y.rh:Lch \r.touJd r•::;;ult "i.n 

an c.dd t t ~Lona1 ?~) U rn iJ.c s : :lrnvc th c cl ire ct c 011 r ·:-rn. 

~r.bo mor·ntn : ~ of TUJJ~(lc_.!.y tbc ?? Lh or L]_\_:_rc h :found w~: 

p [--tt rollln{~ CLO v:;na1 oJ':f' the ·1/0::: Lc .'.··n r_f}r£u1 .') :.,o,.,t. / 1.t•c~-1. ~~tc~~ -rnin .. :·; 

under 1Joj.}e;r ;/2 v,-~i. L11 the cn,._;in r_i c_rj_J:..;:·; pJ::n t ~i n t·No rno ·L;OJ' 

oporo:t iun . At 10.:3:J Jrnr.-ovcr, \·.:c V:' E:F·c ~ Jot~ ~JJ.ed t o p:Lcl: np 

officer n e :::i :wn~ ~ c r 1r:i ~1, :i.J. l'r o;;i lJ:::; :) :j ,•~J ~-1 H~ f o 1' ci ,_, J i. '/ c. ry t; o tho 

othc~r Bhi ps th; t t would f orH1 tiw s er•-::Gn for tJ 1 c de L1 '. \1' L:Ln~; t ~1 :;],;:: 

unit whi.ch wouJ.d be ,~'.:ettin _; under Fi\Y 1~-~-tor j n tJH-: ch;y.. 1.·Jrnn 

this 

over. 

j _n 

:_;,ccoup1 .i_~31Jcd we rnEm.1;1cd p~::L1·011in __ ; , but tld ;J Llme 

the kno r:l eli.:.~·o t;h ·. t our Jon:._~, tcd . .i.o tU3 r:;:.i t \':, : :J c:.l)cut 

51., 29.G I, lovc·.1~wnL Onlcr ;/A4-1J.5 .. ~rho OJ:C ·.·Icu~ Cu :-::·.::: 1 Hdcr Tran;_; por·t 

Squadron 20 in U;-~;3 ZEILl.d ( JiYA-3) \·Jld.ch r::..uJ t o be f c)rr1:3., tjon 

c:;u.ide. ~L1ho screen cornnmncl8r v.i~Ls ou r c o11u:todor0 ln CCUJ1l~!1U'~~H, 

Th(~ othnr NJCorts y.rer e U:JS Iz~:~no ( 1).D-:;o 'J), cJ ~ lJOU ;1, 1,. :; 

BLACK1-v\JO.tJ (.DJ.r~-;!l(.J) 1 H.-\li),:1.)i'J (D~~-G 'fd) 1 Gl·fr: ~1 -1,·:•,_.., i)J ( JJ _.·~GPJ ) and 

DAHBY ( Dj 1~- ~:18) ft lJ~S J'il Cl;_i\:lJL ( DH-400 ) v.: ·,~_:; in r :i c ]< ct Gt.Tt i on 

8 milctJ n.he.~1d r:.nd we, wi Lh our j_nope.1·;.JbJ.e son· tr c·~c;:~r \·,·ere in 

ur:::d;crn of .1,1 ') 
!!''-· .. 

At J.~22, wH~.lft1 spccu set at. 12 knotr:, v.'c comr;:c.1i,;od ~--:ri;~-~ 

zar:·:.;in[~ un onr co1 1r!~C ror 1'.;njr.1c~~:J}~. ~ll)Out l:;uu 1!1.i.Jcr~ ~i 1.·,r.: y ,. 

~1:llo next J' C\'/ dny::; ,)'. ~~-~:-:::ed uocvcntfu11J. '.i _iJ 1u d · y ;~ Ctor our 

dep :.trt tH'O the~ lnr>! Cz -1J ·;_{'(.°J for alrnut f uJ ' Ly mj nq v~:] or' "L -' !C'L~j_e;· :.1 
7 • - , 

UJ ' _j .i..LD I 

rno.rn :i.ni: tJ.1.c Gu.LJl~•;i! l; ltY d . .ro:.1 p2ci ont b ;_ .. j_c.f"'Jy for 1'l: n ·1:i.1·:~; . 'L11lc 

DAfflJY : !nd our r. :cl,.rc~'! utood b;l , bn "L nn }1unr J: .. k-r ·;:l:, JJ-rrl a11 

r O j O :L n C' d [; I W ~c n l ' ;, n t~ . i. U .ll t 



0 n th c rn o J. • n _i J 1 ; o f · ;_, .: ·, T) r L 1. , : 1 .C c r: J w u t · r.; h c .f o : · ( : n '..) 1 • 

arr i v :t1 ~1,t En ~1_\:c: t;ok , 'Lhc JUi l1 l :i1 ".1\ 1) ::.::.i.:. -J.1-l.ccJ ;..l f Jo.-1t:i.n; 1dlnc 

and v:o 'r"iorc cJ.ct:i,:j,J ed i.o fj_ncl j_t ;,.nd s:i.nt :i.t ~ ~nw oc ( : :i.n ;,7,•1_;~; 

l i ke r.:.n undu1::.t.i.n~; mir.1-·or :.~,1Jd tJv.; rno~-:: LJs c; u1).rner< J:'d. J"1:i110 

scarc ely brol;::e tl1 e ~:;urr: !.Cc to t )J ' J~c D. c} 1: i1 lc~1!: ·; :i n,::.-; t: : ··. ·)c I;. Our 

O}')e n in._.; buci:;ts ed.' 20w1;1 f j 1·e d.l.d not produce rc:3u1t:~, r)~lt r~;oon 

a di.rnc t hi t fro;n ,1 .3 fl t;Jw .LL ;:;e:: t: on s::.t'u de ton:_!. ~cd th::: 1ninc 

v✓ 1 th a v ~H;'t c~ XJ).L onion . I t hou:)1t b :.: ck theu o f' the 011c I h:!,d 

sm1k at one hurn1r(;d fn ~t rli th u 30 cl:. libc.r riJ_'lc in Cr(~G.nl::nd 

,va tors f ro1:1 t he· doc]~ oF LJ ·1 c .hU,1.UU_U;. 'l}H rJJ:full;v th:, L onG 

punc tured ,:~THI r:[ud--: wl.t}1 otrl, expJocU.n<, 

jd; JJi.37 V✓ C} ,·:ere !:) roccc!d_jJJ: : :i..rnir.0 : >c1Hicntls :1.1Tco L<n·i_·,"lc tok 

1 ar;oon v.1hen~ eventually \\'8 moored n b.:.T1rna1·d ;;hk Lo lT .. ):3 c; :WE ; ,:; 

J? . Ej_1LlUTI1 in J.._nc}10r::.~:;c A. ,fo h :: d bccm ort:i. 0 1·ed to f"J ' OV.i.dc her 

vii th /~OOU g::1 llon:'; of Jrer_d1 \'.'a ter \','1 dch wo COJil:')lc<.cd pn1.1pin~--;-

a t l815 . Thi~1 uonr; r.'e tJhjf ~nd bc1·t1J t o JI 1'Jo r· (1Joi 1_ ·;~_'1i•J.•~ tho 

At ten mi1ml:cs before rnidn:i.,)rt '1\'e \'.'ere~ ;, __ ,:~)jn m1 --l('r \'/'}/ 

to fuel JrO!:l l1:3::; CE· ~3]J01: ( L-~·-11 '( ) . '//o C01i if'l (' l JCr;J fuc~l i.11:: l_l't" 

00 ~5 and c ean c d L'- ~ U ~:,1 U JJ.av in-:; rec c iv;: d 4)) Ube (::.1,Jlon s of 

lmnl:.c r C" 'fiJ;_:.t doHo , \·;c rctu.1: ·nou to b e:~rtl J ~ _ _1_.Lnn .. ,r::i.dc u:·;:j l-0.:'.;;~::;/; 

at 0302 , sceu.r·etl nnj.11 0-n:_).nou, :.-mcl there- \ '. 'C: r E)J~l l .i __ ncd to ar 1c":i.:L t · 

our clcp~trturc • 
. As the mm ro:_;c in tlw }Jky t}H? l · t~_.0011 \\',_: r:; t~ bc~ 1 utifu.1 

sight. }.fr::.,n~y shj !' •~ rod~ on its ::,1no c.YL1] f::3 Ur:fac(~ : nd h1 tho 

buck{·;ruu11d tlrn rw0no ,·,-t__ts (~1J cL·clod 1J.Y the \ 'J]LU,r.; 1Jrc :·•l:ors 

rolli11:.; :Ln on -the~ 1, a .:-·r.i er reefs . 1\}10 lor.· ~-:::•1l(l_y if.31:~;n d'.;_~, the:_.; r 

p rr 1 m tr e; c !J b ;_ 1 t t c r c d ; ~-n c1 111u t i 1 at c d h y .s} 1 n J · I :r · ~Lr C-' , 1 o o; -c d f n r 

mor e i11v.LUJ1{: tl)~ill t Jw,y- [J c tunJ.J..Y \\'01·c .. 1\1tlw11, h th(: (L-Ttll v,:i:J 

20 o r rn ore f~~t li_c-: :;_~_-1 t }w r:J 1 i Le~ :=-:1dJd of tlw l>u L L1J 1rt rc :f:1_,:c'Lcd t.J-i r: 

s t r o 11 .. _· ·: G1J1.tl iL)it; l.lf'\·,r,:?.rd 't.1l1 ' UU h t J (; c.l C~:r \'/, Lrl,:J' f] (J .' :_; to {_~jvn 

a l mo(:; t un1irnttcci v.iu:Lbil ~i t;v bcdow thn unrf ~: ~ c~ . ~th;1 t :· Cter·noon 

vl.Lth a f::cc: 1;1~1 :~ L ;;ur1pJ .:.c"d 1),\1 ;_rn ~i.L r· co11;p_1•c•;;_ 01~ on d.c.u'.< v;c dove 

und 0x:ua:i.11cd the: ~,}i.i.·1 1[·: bol (: o .;1 :dHl ~1J'O!}(: .U 01·;·: :·nd 1·: :1•\'t;JJo•l ~1.t 

-LlH) l"1n~1ut~v C)f' L}tc· nndcr\.~l L.c, 1~ r .,,) ·.l d. ;Lr·mu1d t) :;. 



The foJJovd.n-: morn i. .n. __ ~, \/ednc ;_;J_: ;y I, . .t t pr .i.] , r:e; v1·(: 1·c-: off Lo 

D.n ou.d~.:l fJt::.rt. :. t 04u :: \'/C JJt ol'f 1::1 bo jJ Cl'; l)/i. ~1U J.Lt off 

/211 and /t12 mr1:Ln tnrli.i.ncn; O~<·W .ltt oJ 'f' F-1 ~JJHl 11
1 

;~ n:;: i_n .',;nno.r~, Lo r ~; ; 

O 5 J 7 t e ~ ; t c. d rn a j n crnz; in 0 : ; , ~: n d at O:; ~1 O f-J c t t J ·1 o ~] s1 (: c j. i'J. ~; c ~ 1. 

De t ai1 . 11.t 0604 we.~ v;cn·n u11 d c>r v1:.: ,Y to proc c:cd ou t of t1w }J· :r·iJ (_J .r 

t o scroGn outs ido the on-t. 1 ·adc 0 \"vld lo tJ-1 n t 1' ; .' d: ~ 1·_1 u rt~J :_~ o r t ic-~d 

nn d f or i!1 n d up in t o co J.1wu rn of .f o :C PD r ry fr; 1 £ • r l 1 ~ 

Our tu.sl-~ wlit, ~.1U 51 - 2~1. 6 ~ c oJ:1_pr :i :·~cd t l:1
_,: J~o J lcn.15.11:; 

vef:crnls: U~3S .:::};IJ; l.I'J ( j\ l-'J\-.3 ), (;O~L _iJ.:~L: Cl TY ( 1\1'- JC/J), ,.-;1 ,:Ui·~~;r; Ji1 

J,ml-;HOB ( /1P-172) ' JOl EJ Li\t~ U ( At'•-1G7 ) ' C,\h'; ~JU.l JJ ;su ;~: ( /,.i '- -1 '/ c) )' 

ASHLAND ( ASD-1 ) 2.nd S/ 8 8 1~_ -; ·s~_' Uii'.G .i~U.i'-1 ( ,{/1P) , ~.;/ :3 C.t .. h•; .IT i•;l'~n ( .Zi'..l.) ) , 

S/S LEGIOi-~ VICTO HY ( X;Jn ~md. s/;--3 DJ~J 'J\·._u~ V i_C:L1 (; /~Y ( :,:i~l~ ) .. 

Tho o ]:C 1.var: Cornu;n1d er l'rnw·-~ ro1·t .~~c~n:: dr or1 2 0 J n u:-;~; 1.~.8iJJ.lJ7 ~ 

a n d t he ~:;crccn c Ot 1.!11~ 1-ndc _!' r:- .'3 our c o .. 1;i1od o r c Cu ~.t '~;nrt _L::_ v Jc~, i n 

COOLJ3i~ l i ,~; 11 ~ 

Ot1 1 . 'l ·u ·, , i J i· ( - . . r•n,J) - )e:r v e~3 :·~c s J.n -G ·10 ::.c}··con y;eJ·c: .. 1 ,.) . . _;,·_, _1 1UJ-)O'" ~ 

U0S TriCC ;\IL ( .DD- 4U0 ) a n d the oth ur cdLL_n:J of onr (1.i.v J.ni on, U::;:J 

Di\R]3Y, J· . J)0lJGL£\:J .Clu 1C~ >c·1-·1't.JO.JJ, JLdt.1,;0 11 , CHJ:'. ;~~J: 1,'U ~.'JJ l.:.nd LU\:~-;i~n. 

At 0330 the 1.1.nit v:rw fl'L ~ .ndi.n; ~· on L und fo1.·u :1.n~--; c.rL1_isinr; 

d i :3p ositj on on cou.rnc 060 ~~ . I. /~cd .n Y .1 c➔) were i n t .il:i lh ;ck 

p osition :in tJw cc r ee n 500 y : .. :rc"ts ~\:Jt crn of the~ J:; . .:Jt ~hip in 

co lumn II?. 
At 0 ~) 5U v.ic went to Gc11;>1':~.1 c~u: -~r tc•.rn 10.r tr:u h ourr3 of' 

AA fi r in,,·: pr:, cti.cc, a nd. in tJw early [?,fterrnrn11 \ \-'C c xo rcJ~"l8d 

for a n hovr at t :} ctic~~l clr-Lll~~ Di(;n : JJ_ lr-- d b;y tl1c OTC, Ji'hc.l l;v, 

a t 1 4 30 \·.:e ~~0cpr r, d. from cx.0-rcj_~:;os, TY: :_JtJ. r.ir;d. b: ~:.,c cour t_; c und 

co1;unnnocd :3:i t;·-711 . ') :.i. 11 ,: at 13 .. ? l~no ts. ·,'/c: r.1c r.'t: :w·,·.r r;c; I: l;.J inf-', dor.in 

for the ·v oy, :1~;n k ~. ck. to J>c a.1·1 ILrbo1· \':J1:L cb \"' ~nu :, t .· ; 1:c ~:h ovt 

11ho voy;: ~(:o r,·-- '. !7 unovc n tfuJ . nu: v.-~>~ttlll!r ,,-_,. '. : 1 fin,·.: ~1rnJ 

c lc;1r u. 11l1 our crnJ r·nc~ tcH ·il;· 1 J:~ r,1011 to Lllc. 1101 · [. ! 1 o.r tLr: l. ::tr.·d 1·!.J1 

Jgl~.l.lld ~~ . ·,,-JJ r-n \ ','C) r:c• 1· 0 nort11 or· fw :~:i;:J o ·i n ·.·: c r: (• r't ' ;i _; ;m : ; cd. to 



sty~l r~d h:i1:1 ;~c::1_r 11 itock 1J~J- :"'11 )y J,o ·/:r , l, :~1_Ltr0 j) ;:t J<'v·.1,1:j J od .J~ 11 
.. 

AD v.rc ~~tc: 11:1ecl over tlF· c :d 1:1 ~:-:c~ ::-.; i l1H) :: c cl : 1.cr·o,;•1 t]ic: 

Dlmlj t r1: .. t i:: rn ; ' t u._;;-3 ,~:.: J .,J lN nor.r cnn· f J ~-' . ,:~: 11 i_ i Lu l: fo" i ;crJ:.- Lh: 

Sldpp .i.n _; JJ 0 ;_1.rd~ _h. ,d b::cn u.. J]olJ.;?_r Li.nc~r 0 ;1 tl 1 -, : ox':i_ ;: 1.d; rw J. J.n 

her 1 h ~ ul f.J :. 1 11 c d f r on J L · \.., Yo .r \ v l :_i, lin. v; · n · . , t h C' C ~ 1
_ 11: : J , .~):::. n 

J.i\ra.nrd.c co, IJonoJuJ.u, YoJ~oJt:.J1,! •_-, J~CJbc , S_h ;;u Ji::J. L:1H~1 __ Ho n __ ~: Kon<-; 

to J,W.nil :- i ru1d i_.}1cn return v-i :.t -LJ.tr_-! ~ ·t i] ( ; nor kt~ (10 '.'j ~ .: ' ' .l.D< }1c r · 

in her d :c~ib t_~· ·e:y ~)L:.i.n L =Lt \\ ·; _ ;_3 }l: .···d Lo r(·c::11 lJ~r' ~d r_-_,:·k l fl. c \ 

hull, r,:11~it(: mt,1 r:r:-3trncturr.) ;:_:.nd 1il -'.~C L :u1d rc: :'l Tl-.·L;cJ- '.. j LJ~ t))C 

whi tc JJolJ_r .. r :YL,)1 on e ~.-.ch side . I thou _. bt of Cc::.p'L, •: ~1·.iff j _ t}J, 

1;,runk lJuttorJ, r;JJs nr.:tc , Bccond W~).tc: cJo c J<.OL~c11 , \'/JW }1r1 cl 

and J:l'.:1 1y othc r':j -~ d i 1'J' c r C: l' J.t t.i.J~},~;~J, cl i. _(_' .: c r·;:n-L ,e,1.:-~ c~ r•,: : , but 

a ho;:d~ of mc:J·:ori~:r:~ . 

beC ~iiHC stro11(_::cr U.1J_ti l. :;.t l:i0 t '1:c : ·.-rT :i vcd. off Pn :,.rJ n rbcr 

v1herc our convo:/ {Li.D J1c _r •~:52 cl. rhc c]:~.tc y/ : ,c: 1~ · .. \pr .i.1 , l :J•1-::> ., 
11he day r:: 1 8 be· 1xl.; ~ifn.l r.c_i_th b J' LU h:nt rrn _ _. J:3}. i_1. n c. ,·,·111tc) 

clouds billo·-:,'c <.l over tJJc 1dou1 1 Vtln t or1 r.: 01 (J :_ Jru_ j 12_ 1.i]1c~ b ~/ Ci:-

gr01)_nd :::·~ud iJ1c i':10J ch.~ oJ' pj_nc:'.tir 1 cs and ;rn ~~ r c .·n.c :·di 0\·.1c (l 

verdant 
1
": r c:cn 1-)(-=Jli11J tJJ;~ :-·.re::)- rockD ri nd y,,J. ! j_tr: S~Jnd ;_)}(Jl'\_; the 

and nca 1not. 
AD we too;; our t u.1 ·11 to proceed uy, tl1c ch ;.nne:1 J(:~:LijJ1:.( 

to J_Jc a r<L 1J.'_1rb o J· tho ~~1 li; ; r~1d:i o ;:1, ~3 n~-~11:JJ r.:: ·::. ~; !i r _i_n .:; i.u . · _in 



• - I 

bcr-Ll, to r:l 1i.c h \A: 12::.d l1,-1 c:1i ~U.i::.i _ ;r1c ,.l_ ~ j t; Ll~c.: u- 1.v,/ Y: :1' .J. 

~uddc1lt;y •;;c 11·:c)rc: <.;: .. J .v :·,ni:~cd. 1J/ (J.n :.· r J!J Oi 1n(~C!.;r·n-!. ".':J l.ic]1 

abrupt1y tn l:rn ,]c d. t r·n:~_idr.:rnt .F'r .: 1n tJin D. Uo( ,:~c v~ :.l.L Jr:d d..Lc!d. 

J q_o.ick.Ly uc: 1 1n2d t.h ,-~ brid <c to oli~::c-;r ve Lhc .r t· n c-L .i. (~11 :_: of 
Ill]-., ( ""' 1·· C \'/' ; (:➔ '1' 1") ·'1 1 1l l) . I ..... : ~ "J

0 

"\1 ;__ c , '1 '] ( '1-·1 C ( ' .l . J. ,,, -· - .,, l . •- > ( . • -~ '- .;_ 1 . , J • ' ... _ ~ .,. • .) • _ •. _.. J. _ - -· fl 

li'or 1ns p· , cl; I JncI Lilx crl c· :wt:i.on:;; " _1i·ror:1 ;1_ lm ,:i · •n ;; t '. :lld r,o:i Ji. L 

thc.ro n 4;; n p ~:,n~~ of ;_\•/iJli'•ethy , but frou ::,, poJ 'l.t:i.c ·, J ;J°t;t i.rnJrH.1 .Lnt 

I crn:.1d f cc:1 no rc~ ~~r -.,t G. _[n 1w cUsa~)_l)0 :1 ntncn'L ~I.t; .11.1 :3 rc,.- oJ·:c"Lion 

1 }Jad wri t tc:~n Lu rn_y le I; Cc· r hr1e: dated l'( J~ov e:~J l:· e: r· J -) ,1-,1. , nTJ 1:.tt 

of -- at _l__(- ; ;: .:-f: n.r J L:i. 1 -LJll , cou11t1·:_.; h, ;B lJ,.:cn (: ··t t .i_.i ·c -1 ,'/ , ;.ivc·n r:.~:. : ·y 

and s 01,10 0 1~ '? fr :~ t o ~; t '. r L p:·~y Lr~-; t ]1.n p :i. 11 t' r. 11 

T11c 11, · :n dj_cj_n rt 1. _;_~t , livt the ;._:.:c,cd he p1: 1 l·d-,.::d d_1 c,., i.~.ll i1 

no\"/, JU ;lc~·r~_; 1·:tcr , the ' p :Lp c~r 8,1) J}f •c~1chcr: ·,::_i th h"nd ou:t:.3 t..cctc.!v,cJ . 
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~ \,C y4 ,~~ -~· ~ -r,_w~-C ~ ~ 
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l,J iL. ,E J,_ d- \A~ w :,a__ ~ -~ ~ "i--1~ J ~CL. ' . 

o"'- · ~W"1. _ h (1(~ ~ wL...,._ L ~ -Jh 
\ ~\ . -

~~. 6J /L'-. -~ J w~· _LJ. .,_ / -___ ~ c~~ . 
. . . 1 ~ 
~ r~ .,_,u . ,(L ~ ~ •. ,O~ _,(---. k uj ~ _ . 

. . ·- . . . .. .. -- ..... -~ ... - . 

' . , w_rt L r~ JJ £__ -~ ~~ ~ -LllA10~ 

~- _:~CCL ~J~~ ~r~ ~ wJ c: i~~ ii~J ~ -
;-· . 6-A ~ c-- ~L~~ ~ ~\ -~- ✓t.~~ L 

{~~ -_ ~<~:-~~-er~~.--~-~{~, 
_- ~-~J. i D~ - J- J. w.- -~ i ~.:: ~~ ~ -:. 

. ,,-.,.•-

6 • c,~ ../ -~ COJ'"'"~ C?~ ~ ~ .£,.ft,. w~ , 

~ J:. - ~~~ C\·<c--;) ¥~ L~· ~-.:~~~ . : 

('JJ, . ~~ ~-,h~- ~-, ~i- -~~~:~-::d_ P~ . 
~ l~d~~, ~~:• ... --~~. u~ ~~--·{ -~ ·1 ~~-



' . 

t 

~~~ { JL_ * Ws, ·~(~ _,{ f,yo ~~. 
~-~ ·n · XSL- f w~ ~~ .Llt ,~r- w~ .· 

~\ y -~ ~I c~ ~ ~ /~ ~ ). g~ 
W'L ~~ L ,,,__ ~~. ~ ~ fr~- {,.i 

~ ~ ~; v-- ·t ·f~-<~ {(_.j_ r J-wJ ~~ -~ 
~r , ~--✓- J W ;::- ;"->.J:.._.__ X _a.,_ ~I" . Jr 

w....,, ; ~ ~ i :{"'- \½ \ t .l.. IV... J-u. Lf ~ j,.-

~ '¾f ~. _L. L_g_) I L \,\JR) G -~ 
. . r · ~ · r · , n · · \ -:--· J ,. ...--

__/. ~ '-'-·) ,vA,.~,,z) ,C . ~,_ . ,..vt .,-~,,____R , - .) 

~ ~. C ~ ~ . frl ~ .t4~· 
. ,. . Q . . . \ \ 

t ~- -~ L _f-·},,a~ U-/ L.~"Y 

. . ~ ~-. ~ -~ .--{ x,t-.... ~ t'\✓ vp- . 
~- ·.··." ~~ ,,L [,.__J_ ~ I 

.. ... ' ~ 

---- - - - - · -· - •~.,. --~- - -. ,.. ____ -



. \ 

.. ·. 

OJ... c._~ £_ L ~.( .~ J-4-J 

v11./... ,_ ££:___, ~ . ~I d c£..J ~ ,.f,,.-

, . ~ ,L JL _,,e ~ a.-~ ~ w~ ~c..,__, 

. b . 

_.·_~"if L L ~ ~L, . 11-1~ ~ ~ ~ f_L_ 

: · I~~ ~ · iy-J Z3 £ IJ'h, 0-ei,._J_ ~ 
♦ 

P-- ~ L_ JI---- w~ ~.J~ t>-~ ~ 
. . 

. /}/ o-J,,__.,,._,__ w 'vu- J--f .Z,-LJ\,. a_._ -v0- c.,.__l_ ~ (,,.Jl>-- . 

, , / .. ·~ -

~o/ ~ J..,_:J_ ~_(_ ,,_:U,,_./~ ~ fl!,_ 

_L} l_ XL (.,if~ ,,a;:._._ ~ ~--r ~ - -

J~~ n--. /fL ~:,__ ~ wt L-J ~ -
(._,rv-,. _,,/)._,.___t ✓-J.__._._J o'- ---4<-~ hH ~ _,{: ,,&, --~-

,: 



. . i 

. ' 

.. Csl..._ .XL.- (J ~ ~ 4- f I f4 u £L_ . . 

19~~ rr~ d-1--. 074 J-w--- £ff~ 

••. . . ft_~~ · ~ 11:- 1~ ,tJj,,-J 

4--(rv- .J L u~ ~ n,.f--. ~ ~ 1-·1-, 

Jfu- ~ _t. ~/7 ~ --f0✓ ,~ ~ 

~- £ ;/ ,C_J ~ ✓ ~ ~ 1 f-· j . 

(n.-.£_ «, U, .£-.,,~ -~ ,,(;: LL _,,a__~~ 

µ__,_ _ 1L ~ J~ ~ ~fa/Ce.:._~, 

. f,._r" /Jl_~ u--( J ,,{,._J 0-- .,J ~ .-f / ~ ~ j 

__/·~ -~ ~ -~fr ~ 
• .... ,. r;L ~/ ~v fA.h wi_,_J" /c ~ fJ{J 

. \ 
jwi,.____ ~ ,UL ~~ d -a_ ;t._f .,..._/ ~ J-' 

. _ 1~ J ~ ,a_ f ~ · w.,, ~ (VL., ~ f.,.,r 
. .~< . ..J s~ ~ / W6-- ,.,L/s 1 (--- -~, ,/J-' j ciJ_ ~ 

. . · . ~ ~ u~ ~ ....._f U-· .Ce.L ~ . 

'>~1 ~ ~- Jch-J~ 'ur x::_ /,.A--. ~ -

. 1J µ,L c-<> r ~ ~-
'IL ~✓ ~~ 2 LL- ,.,z::c___ i 1~ 4 h-/'--~ 



• 

,l fJ!.J....L ·{,-- ,,t::=-. c.-J. . n,f /4 ~ .(__./.,._. 

µ · ~ ,,J L- r · J ~ L ~ -,e.,____.1 
' . ~ 

~ _,a._ -~ ~ 7 /_ ,a_._ ✓ ~ -~ 

~ t:L_ f ~ ,Lv.. -~IL_( 1( f ~ .1-

r}W ~ ~ f a-L. ir-.- £_ ~ M f-u-
1 

~ /.u f- J ~ fo J_,( '7 ~ ~ u c,,,-f,J .,..:___ 
. ,__ I 
/~ 

~ I L\,YV-_, _a_ ~ .,.;, ~ ~ ~ 

.-. • v.,.-l, Wl ~ ~ _, ~ t . <-JrJ;._ 6f- . jr ._:. "--

y f~ .,_ ~ _,l V /c ~ ~ ~ 'r ,u-ff_L ,, -. 

. 1L :, VE~ c.-.-"- J .__;, t-.fr,,._~~f-e ~ 'z:t=J._ l 
fl_._ ~ ,L ~ ~ «.££ ,,-~~7 ~ 

. C:H11,./ 

~ ~ ~ l I ~ I- ~~ ~ /r~ 
j , 

{ 
rr I . /'" · .J!. 4 _,", • .· -- f . 

/ V\.-'--- :, ,_e_, ~ t r ~ · .,,v, ...., - / (.;L.._ 6 ~ 

,(,-;, 4/'1. r: --CL.- &.-f { ~ 1/~ 'a,__ ·.' . , ~ c,__L 

. .J ~ -~ µ_ }"'r~ .~ ~ ·_y ~ wu-e. G-. 

Wl,- Pli: 



At Pearl Harbor we were attached to the Submarine Training 

Comman<l. It was here that \Ve had our second change of Command. 

when Lt. ComJr. Stanlc:y E. Zimmerman, U.S.N.R, relieved Lt. 

Comdr. Hotchkiss, USNR. 

- ~ 't~, • r; ··- ,..,,~.•3t ;· .i.. With the training com• 

mand this ship particip3.ted in 

the perfection of mail pr ck-up 

service .at sea by airplane, and 

also new methods of ·warfare 

to increase the efficiency and 

safety of our Subma r1ne Fleet. 

The Band During operations in this 

capacity the ship distinguished itself as the most effecti\'e of the anti­

submarine units en.gaged in that work . Several \Veeks WE're also 

spent with various baby flattops providing plane guard services for 

the training and sa.f ety of ne\V naval aviators . 
f-
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Twenty~three months after its commissioning, the U.S.S. 

COOLBAUGH returned to the United States of America for a 

major overhaul including repairs and alterations, and conversion 

to five-inch bartery, and for subsequent duty in full comm1ss10n 

with the Atlantic Fleet. 

The U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-217) upon comple• 

tion of repairs and altc:r.1tions at the Navy Yard, Mare 

Island, departed from Sw Fr~ncisco) for s~n DiegoT for 

a ten-day shakedown period on 17 November, 1945. The 

shakedown period was interesting and profitable, though 

the ':'Cather was bad 1 an~ the crew and officers, 85 per cent 

of wh0rn lud reported aboar<l only a month before, were 

welded into an effective unit. 

Upon completion of shakedown exercises, the sh ip 

made preparations to join the Atlantic Fleet in an active 

status, and on 1 December, 19·'15, got unc.I~rway for the 

Canal Zone in company with two other ships of Escort 

Division Thirty-Six. At Cocc Solo, Panam~, after report­

ing to Commander Destroyers, U. 5. Atlantic Fleet for 

duty, the U.S.S. COOLBAUGH ( DE-217) ·was ordered 

to proceed to New York Harbor for the holiJay season 

until 8 JLrnuary, 1946, · and then report to the Commander 

_ ... Submarines, U. S. Atlantic Fleet for <luty in conncctilm 

wjth Submarine Training Services. 
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DE(TE)217/Pl6-4/00 
76796 
Serial 93 

U.S. S • COOLBAUGti ( p-.c- 217) 1 • 

c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San FrGncisco, California9 

Fxom: 
To: 

Subject: 

Reference: 

13 JUN 1945 
~I.1he Commanding Officer~ 
Lieutenant Commander Stuart T. HOTCHKISS, 
(D), USNR, 76796. 

Chanc;e of .Duty.• 

(a) Bt1Pers restricted despatch of $ .. May 1945 ,. 
to U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-21?) 4' . 

(b) Gomdespac restricted ~despatch -of 13 Ma.y ·-.~· 
1945, to U.S.S ... COOLBAUGH (DJJ;-21 7)0 ·~ 

·.:,· ·-i. In eompliance \'Iith references ( o. ) and (b), which 
cannot be quotecl herein, ru1d upon TE:;porting o f' Lieutenant Com­
mandei~ Stanley Bo LJirnmerman, {D), USi'ffi, · you m : o hereby detached 
from duty on board the U~s.s. COOLBAUGH (DE..-.. 217); and .from such 
other duty as m2-r have been nssigned you, ~ and i.d_ll p r oce.ed, via 
transport~1tion, ~orally desie;nated, ~o _the_. 1:/e .st Coast of the 
Unite a_ St ates c - ~ p ~ - ·.. • • • ~ 

2o Up~,n nrrJve.l in the United S t cd .•-'~_i, you will pro-
cee cl alld report t.o the Co1ii.;·::r.,.n dant of the nc~J~c; .. i-. l!c .. ~"'8.l District 
for temporury duty, penclinc further assignment 1:y the Bureau of 
Navel Pe1"sonnelo 

. ' 

s O '11 ~ no~PCHKISS 41 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FIRST 1:NDOPSI!:?•.~l'T1J: COOLBAUGH (DB-217)(> 
DE(T.B!)217/J?l6-4T50 

FI"Oill: 1.1110 Corr!111andlnc; Officer o 
·r ')" ft f f', · I! >. ~ } l 1 \l ] n Ll r:) 

.; I '1 .\7 J 

To: Lieutcnan t. Co1T;P10.nd0r Btuart T (\ HOTCHfCI;~S , 
( D ) 1 U0~,m , 7 6? 9 6 e 

lo DcLLvcred, detached thls date ~ 
out basic or,1 ers o 

Copy to: 
BuEers (2) 
Cincpac 
Cincpac Adv~ Hd qs~ 
Comseri'oro 
Comdcsvec. 
Irl tHecb :t·1.~ ~ Navy l~2fJ Q 

Comcort.div 3.6.,. 

}?1·oeeed a nd carry 



I 

; ' · 

... , 

. - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - -:i- - - .. ..... .;..., .......... ... ~ 
A:P A232/Pl6-1,/00 
E!ill:ahc 

F'rom: 1he Cor.mmtling Officer. 

Uo S.S. SAN SABA (APA-232) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Ualifornia 

-i.-/ June, 191~5. 

To L.i.eu.tEmant Comn:a.ndor Stu.art 1J.'c, HOTCHKISS, (D) UiSNH.. 

lo li~ported aboard 15Jun45 for transportation. 

Detached this date • 

.... . .... -. 





11 ESCORT SHIPS (DE}: "RUC:KlrY " r.tAS~ 

D1splacemenr. 10,ns 
Li:mgth, feer (mt!(les) 
Beam, teer (ml!tti,s) 
Draft, feet (metres) 

J Guns, varies 

ASW weapons 

Main engines 

Sper,d knots 
Complement 

1 400 standard. 2 170 full1 load 
306 (93 3) oa 
37 (11 J) 
14 (4 3) 
3 ships have 2-5 in (127 mm) 
38 cal DP: others have 2 or 3-3 
rn (76 mm) 50 cal AA 
up to 8-40 mm AA per ship 
(removed ent irely from some sh rps) 
1 hedgehog or trainable hedgehog 
( Mk t 5) in ships with 6 inch guns 
depth charge racks 
Turbo -electric drive (Gen.era! 
Electnc turbines) , 12 000 shp 
2 shafts 
2 ( Babcock & W1ko;,c _ Combu$ 
twn EnQ1rl{loring 01 Fostor 
Wh11o!l)rJ 
21 5 
180 

These ships were originally rated as Dc :-.troyer fsc,orts 
(DE) forly - s,x sh ips of th is type were !tarisferred 10 
rhe Royal Navy In 194 4 under 1he Lend -Lease wher~ 
they served as lrigates; s,;,c of these ships were 10s1 and 
lhe remainder were ,returned 10 the Umted $fates and 
scrapped 
All surviving ships of thrs class are in reserve . 

AR MAM ENT. Designed armament for th is class w11s 
thrne 3 inch guns . six 40 mm guns (three twm) , several 
20 mm guns. and one bank. of three 21 inch torpedo 
tubes. Durmg 1945, 11 ships were filled with a 5 inch 
main battety in lieu of 3 tnch guns Tmpedo tubes 
removed and 40 mm and 20 mm weapons reduced 
(With full armanemt the des igned wartime complement 
was 15 off icers and 198 enlisted men). The rearmed 
ships were DE 217 - 219. 678-680, 696 - 698. 700, and 701, 

CONVERSIONS F1hy s hips ol 1h,1s 1ype were con v erted 
10 high speed transports (see Amph1b1ous Warfa,e ships) 
The Ctonin. frybarger. and R;,by were mod1f1ed af1er 
World War II to direct boat waves dunng arnph 1b1ous 
landings and were designated .imph1b1ous controll 
vessels (DEC) .. .all th,ree were mothballed 1n 1953-1§54 
and reclassified Dt. on 27 Dec 1957 
Seven sh ips or this type were converted 10 radar p1c:ke1 
ships mt 949 1950 . 1hey rever1ed to DE stall.JS m Cc'l 1954 
and were mothba ll ed as m ore el.1lc1en1 radar p icket escorts 
became available . None of those modified to DER 
configufat ion remains on the Navy List. 

DESIGN Th,s class 1s oll1c 111lly the TE design g,oup 
the TE 5ymbo l ind,cat mg turb 1ne -elec1ric drive w,th 3 
inch guns 

ENGINEERI NG. The Marsh and Wisi,man, have boen 

" B U CK LEY" C LA S S continued 

DISPOSALS (since 1 Jan 1970) 
J. Douglas Blackwood (DE 219) stncken on 30 Jan 
1970; Alexander J. Luke (DE/DER 577) stricken on 
t May 1 970 (target); Cronin (DE 704) stricken on 1 
June 1970 (target) ; FioberJing ( DE 640). WiUiam C. 
Cole (DE 641 ), Damon M. Cummings (OE 643). 
Splanger (DE 696) stricken on l Mar 1972. 

Coolbaugh (DE 217). Frank M. Robinson ( DE 220}. 
Jack W. WIik ■ (DE 800) slricken m i 972 

Name 

ErCHEN BERG ER 
FRYBARGE R 
GENDREAU 
GltlLETTE 
GUNASON 
HOLTON 
MAJOR 
MARSH 
OS MUS 

VARIAN 
WISEMAN 

No 

DE 202 
DE 705 
DE 639 
DE 681 
DE 795 
DE 703 
DE 796 
DE 699 
DE 701 
DE 798 

DE 667 

MARSH (DE. 699) (Power transmission) 

Bwlrlf'r 

Charle ston Navy Yard 
Defoe Co . Ba y Cny, Mich 
Belhlehern . San Franc,sco 
Bethlehem. Guiney 

Consolidated Steel Corpr,, Orange 
Defoe Co. Bay City, Mi~f) 

Consol1 datE'd Steel Corpn Or.ange 
Deloe Co, B,1y City , Mi ch 
Defoe Co, B.1y City. M,ch 
Con soli dated Steel Corpn, Ora,nge 

Oravo Corp n. Pittsburgh 

¾~' 
! 

-.....,µ -.It 

• r / · 
!1 ... 

l,nmclied C or,1 nus s,oned 

22 Ju ly 1943 1 7 Nov l 943 
25 Jan 1944 18 May 1.944 
12 Dec 1943 17 Mar 1944 
25 Seo 194 3 27 Oc: 1 1943 
16 -Oc t 194J 1 Feb 1944 
15 Dec 1943 11 May 1944 
n Oc r 1943 12 Feb 1944 
2 9 Jal"\ 1!,43 12 Jan 1944 

4 Nov 1943 23 Feb 1944 
6 Nov 1943 29 Feb 1944 

6 Nov 1943 4 Apr 1944 

mod1f1ad to provide electncal power to shorn actIv Itrns 
end each has two la,ge reels ror power cab les amidsh ips 

United States Na vy 

PHOTOGRAPHS. The Marsh is shown in tho power 
trnnsmiss ion configuration with cable rools aft of funne l 
depth charge racks on fantail, end .a single quad 40 mm 
mount aft; the Coo/bough is typ ical of 6 inch gun 

c.onf1g-uration w 11h trainable hedgehog in • B" petition 
depth ch1,rge rack on fantail . and one twin and on, 
quad 40 mm mounts. 

LOSS ,ES The Ft1chir,l1tr (OE 157) and Undtu/1111 (DE 
682} of 1tw. c lass were lo,st dunng Worl<.J WM II The 
Solar (DE 221) was dast,oyed by ,nteroal explosion on 
JO Apr 1946 

COOLBAUGH (DE 2i7) (5 inch guns) Unit~d State-s N•vr 



17 ESCORT SHIPS !DE) 

01spla~emen1. rons 
Length . lect (merre s ) 
Beam. reet (metres) 
OraJt. /ect (metres) 
Gun , 

A/S weapon~ 

Speed kno1s 
Complement 

1 200 c;r,1nda,d 1 850 lull loJll 
306 ( _QJ :? : oa 
36 6 I 11 3) 
11 (J 4) 

3 - -3 IO ( 76 mm) 50 cal AA 
( 2 guns m Pet1Yrso11) 
up to 8 • 40 rnm AA 
(r f•moved en11re 1ly from <,o mr. ships) 

1 hcrlgnho11 ; dcµth chargo rack 
(ser. Conversion notes) 
4 diesels (Fa,rtiilnh Morse1 . 
6 000 shp 2 "halfc; 
21 
td!) 

These ships were orig1nally 1ated as Oestrover t scort s 
Ttmty six ships of this type have been converled 10 radar 
ptckcl ships (DER) and a,e 1,sted separately 
None of these ship:, JII' 111, co111rn,,:;!iI0n ,11! in rP.,;,er.e 

AR MAMENT Designed armamertt lor th,s class was 
three 3 mch guns e1gh1 40 mm guns (one Quad two fw,n) 
several 20 rnm guns and a h ank of rh,ee 21 inch torpedo 
tubP,c; Reaimament with rwo 5 inch guns ,n place of 
the 3 inch battery wac; nlannr-d hol not carr•Vrl ou1 
Torrcdo tubes rcmoverl ;iftrr Worlrl War ll and ant, 
airc1M1 guns ;educed ,n some s~ups (With lull armament 
the designed wart i me complem enl was 15 ofl,cers and 
201 enf1sted men) 

CONVERSIONS The f't,JP.1wn w,,._ modd 1<> d 10 ,1 5per ,.1I 
/\SW c onl1gura11on ,n 1 lJSl l CJ~,? rwo lr.i ,n.ilJll' hedge 
hoos r,rted ,n the 8 !Hh,111)11 ftHwJrd of the tir,dye . 
dddr11onal sonar 1nstr1flcd . ilrld ,l sho,t second fnil!".! flrted. 
all hghl AA guns wcr0 rf moved Sile was clec:ornm,ssmned 
m Ap11I 1965 

DFSIGN Th ts class •s olf,u,1lly l he F MR des 1qn 9roup 
th~ •MR symbol 1ndicat1nq fa1r!Ji1Pli. c; Mor<,e rl ,esel wrth 
reverc;e ge;ir drive 

LOSSES The f,5Ae (DE 143) f1edencA C Davis (DE 
136) Holder (DE 40 1) and lcoMld / DE 319) were 
lost during World War II 

DISPOSALS '(since 1 Jan 1970} 
Stanton (OE 247) stricken on 1 Dec 1970; Jacob 
Jones ( DE 130). Pope ( OE 134 ) . J. R. Y. Blakeley 
(DE 140), Poole ( DE 151). J. Richard Ward (DE 243), 
Sloat (DE 245}, Marchland (DE 249), Menges ( DE 
320), Mosley {DE 321 ) , Pride (OE 323) , Dale W. 
Peterson (DE 337} stricken on 2 Jan 1971 ; O'ReiUy 
(DE 330), Daniel (D E 335) stricken on 15 Jan 1971 ; 
Merrilr (DE 392) stncken on 2 Apr 1972. 

H-,bert C. Jones (OE 137). N•un:ur (DE 150). 
Sw•nn,ng (O E 394). Wirlia (DE 395), J•nnen (DE 
396) , Stockd•I• (DE 399) s tricken m 1972. 

Ndme 
CHATELAIN 
COCKRILL 
DOUGLAS L . HOWARD 
FARQUHAR 
HAMMANN /Px L,wqley) 
Hill 
HURST 
HUSE 
INCH 
KEITH 
MOORE 

PETER S ON 
PETTIT 
R ICKETTS 
STEWART 
SWASEY 
TOMICH 

HUSE, (DE 145) 

PETERSON (DE 152) 

··eosALL" CLASS 

No Bullders 
OE 14'"1 Co nsol, date-u Steel Co rpn 
Of 3lJ8 8rown SB Co Housion 
OE. 138 Conc;ohclc1ted Steer Corpn 
DE 139 Con:sol ,dated Steel Corpn 
DE 131 Consol1datP.d Sleel Corpn 

DE 141 Consolidoted Steel Co rpn 
OE 250 a,own S B Co. Houston 
Of· 145 Con,ol1date<1 S1eel Corpn 
DF 146 Consol1<1.:ited St eel Corpn 
[)f 7 41 Brown SB Co Houston 
DE 240 Brown SB Co Houston 

OE 152 Conso ltdated Steel Corpn 
DE 253 Brown SB Co Houston 
DE 254 Brown SB Co Houston 

OE 238 Brown SB Co. Houston 
DE 248 Brown SB.Co Houston 
DE 242 Brown SB Co Hou·ston 

Launched C omm,ss1ont1d 
21 Aug 194J 22 Seo 1943 
29 Ocr 1943 2.4 Doc l943 
,25 Jan 1943 29 J uly 1943 
13 Feb 194 3 !, AuQ 1943 
13 D~c 1942 1 ·, May 1943 
28 Feb 1943 16 Aug 194 3 
14 Ap, l943 30 Avg 1943 
23 Mar 1943 30 Aug 194~ 

4 Apr 1943 8 S!!p 1943 
21 Dec 1942 19 Ju ly 19 t3 
21 Dec 1942 1 July 1943 

15May1943 29 Sep 1943 
28 Apr 1943 23 Sep 1943 
lO M:iy 1943 5 Oct 1943 
22 Nov 1942 31 Mav 194 3 
18 Mar 1943 31 Aug 1943 
28 Dec 1942 2; July 1943 

Sli:yphoros 

Umted Stalt!fs Navy 



6 ESCORT SHIPS (OE) " BOSTWICK " CLASS 

Displacement, tons 
Length, feet (metres) 
Beam, feet (mt1irB$) 
Draft, feat (matn,s) 
Guns 

A/S weapons 
Main engines 

Speed, knots 
Comi:-lement 

1 240 standard; 1 900 full load 
306 (93·3) oa 
36 ·6 ( 11 ·2) 
14 (4 ·3) 
3-3 in (76 mm) 60 cal AA 
up to 6-40· mm AA (twin) 
several 20 mm AA 
1 hedgehog; dapth charges 
Diesel.electric (4 Genoral Motors 
diese'ls); 6 000 bhp; 2 shatts 
21 
150 

These ships originally were ratad as Destroyer Escort, 
(DE). When built they ware known Bl the "C annon" 
clan. hut llflet 11,11 fits! three td1llJJ1 (bE /HJ t 01) wn111 
IIAtlllh1trll1I IU tl,11,11 lljlllll NJJlll ,IIPthlll IH 1 !,.l,t" , u4n IOI~ 
1h11 lu1111lp1ltlp (f.Jt. IU:JJ Wal1flCI C..:tu11a In 10'1d tl1tHht1tlUO 
hu beum u,rt;rr11d lo ~s thll " 801twic!I." class for tha 
OE 103, the "first" US Navy ahip, 
All surviving ships of this class in the US Navy are in 
reserve. See " Transfer" no1es for the severa.l navies 
that now operate ships of this class. See 1971 -1972 
and previous editions for disposals. 

ARMAMENT. Designed afrnamen1 for this class w.is 
thri,e 3 rnch guns six 40 mm guns (three twin) sever~! 
20 mm gun$ and a bank ol three 21 ,nch torpedo rubes 
Torpedo tubes rel"llovt'd J•nd f1ghl AA guns ,ed url'd 
(Wnh full armJnHrnt 1ho dns,1gnett w,1r1,rna coniplornerlt 
wa, 15 olhrrir1.t "nd 201 t-nhst~d n1en) 

IH~ll1N ltw, ''"~" I~ H ll11 1<111~ 1h11 I ll I ,t1:1~1u11 U'""" 
1h11 lit I • .,.11,1,,,1 111 .11 , ~1,nu ,t ,,,,.,, , ,, 111, 1111 IMHdp111 11, , 11111 

dtlvP 

TRANSFERS. Ships of lh1s class currently servfl in the 
navies of Brazil, Franca, Greece, Ita ly, Japan, South 
Korea, Poru, the PhiHppines, Taiwan China, Thailand, and 
Uruguay. 

Name 

LEVY 
McDONNELL 
OSTERHOUS 
STRAUB 
TRUMPETER 

ACREE (DE 167) 

No 

0£ 162 
DE 153 
0£ 164 
DE 181 
DE 180 

Builder 

,Federal SB ft DO Co, Pt New rk 
Federal SB & DO Co , Pt Newark 
f ed11ral SB & DD Co. Pt Newark 
Fede1al SB & DO Co, Pt Newark 
Federal SB f1 DO Co, Pt NeVwark 

28 Mu 1943 
28 Mat 1943 
18 Apt 1943 
18Sep 1943 
18 Sep 1943 

Comm,ss,ont!d 

1 J Ma,y 1943 
28 May 19<13 
12· Jun,e 1943 
25 Oct 1943 
25 Oct 1943 

United Sriuu N1vy 

PHOTOGRAPH. Tho Acree is shown with her triple 
torpedo tube mount, and two 40 mm AA guns and eight 
20 mm AA guns in addition to hor main bal!ory of three 
3 inch AA guns. This wos hor World War II ermornont 

as the ship was decommissioned on Apr 1. 1 946, end 
has been in reservo since that time; most of the other 
survivors of this class on the N:avy Lis t have been 
mothballed t:11\C O 1946, 
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U.S.S. COOLBAUGH CDE217) 
o/ o FJ. o~yc, :?ost Ofi lot:) 

San Franoisco, Cnlifo1nia 

The Co:m11~mui:ng Of'f i oer. 
Oorn.m;.-mduj~ In Ohloi~, DTrI~f~D ~31\\11

_; _,:.::-; l?.LJ~.311'., 
(1) Co.Tu1;anc1or 'rt1:~!}~ Groi.l_p 77c.4<-1) 
(;~) Cornmanu..nr ~L':.1s~~ G1~ou_9 77 .,,4 
( 3) Co.rnma.uuor. ~r :j 3~:;: l!1ox-oe '77 
{lf.) Go_;Jij]iun de:~ ;Jc:?n=3nth JJ'loo[1 

( .l } -;, r n -.r ::i ·1,·v ~·, ~·ttl· .,y~- 1 .~!1 ,.. J ()/) !) ~ ~ •. :- 7 .i ,, {~•7, , ,( } 
;. _ \Jc,w;J ~ -.,,;.,,.-.,.; .,. \('}~'.~ ,.. ul• .. .. v .;;:, 1 -~7,.:. , J-U. !JI'\ ,'-h-1- 0 tl,\U · ~ 

{ 
1()) ( t , r• 1·" 10 11 'j -!-.-·~ - "'jl ;i'l/1 t 1 --.,,._ l / .\J L/'1- •·\ ':..' ;· ~- 1 -1 r,• 1~.r:> J) ✓) _t J II l , .. 1. .l __ .. , _ (, .t: .l . .. ~ •:-· _ .,. - ~ • , . ) Jt 0 ::, ..., ~-· a , . , .,..,. "' .L 

2) Oet.ohe;r: lS)l~J •. 
( c ) G.LnG.Pa,~ :e.::iol11lG COJlf,, l..t1:~ ;~(;I.rl+l;- of 1 Jnn~ l'Jh}~, . 

(A) J\.nti-Suor:w.x·Lae .hction Dy s,.1rf:wo Dhlp (Forr:1 J\J;1-1 ) 
. (i{ov.l:rnd X'~·o·a ft i 9.42) \11th r1.t t au.i1.~~;_()Hiit:1 ft 

Adv:1.nG0 co2_Jy to! 
Q G.L1.C.2ao 

~Couiuch 
/ n,., ... 1l:l• :.,1,.."" "-10• V -••- ~ .. ,-:,..:.'/ c;, 

'i 
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- Af.\v .. 1 (n"· .. r~;:r1 N ri ,<1,L12i ".I ··· f,·c, 

.: ~:?~~.~oF.i\!~~;~ \;, ~~ ~:~ U 
~ ·,• l.1 ~:. -.. !. --i..-.11t ,,. " j ..... "'-' , \.. . . ~ .. J ,\ 1 .. , C, 

ANTlSUBI'dARII>JE ACTKOJ>J BY sm,.F ACE UHl P 

·--- --

(ATTACIC FIHST-Th<'ll collect dnfa for this i-c·po rt) 

SEJ;; HACK OF PAlJ I•' OH JNSTftUCTIONS 

- - -- - - .. - - - --- -- - _ _ --.:: .. . : - ..... - - ... _.., ... . - · -- ...... r-• - - - - - - - -- .... - --- · - _ ... _ .. -: :- - _ _ _ - - - -- - - .. - .. ... -----·- - --' ,. ___ ________ ... -- - ---
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III. ACTION _____ .,._ __ _ 

DEI'Tll CIIAHGES 

2 3 I 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 l!i 

.AheE\d Tluowing 1V<>apons; 

A/S Projr,etor; Typ e --~ __ "· ____ ______ : _a, .. : . :: . . __ M1nk __ _ ; __ ______ __ : ___ :·_-___ _____ -_-_ J'nilu r('::t ___ __ _____ __ . _. ____ . -~- ____ _______ -·-·- --~:, ___ ___ · ____ _ _ 

Projectiles: Nu mhtr ; __ __ . __ --.. : . .. __ _ .. .. . __ _ . _·_ 1' r nrk . . ____ __ __ .. .. . . ____ ___ ____ . . . Fu~e: !\for k ... . __ .. _____ .. . _-_ . ____ . ____ ______________ ____ . ___ __ ___ . . 

AL firing-: Hirnzc --- ------ ---- -------~ ----. ---- Tnt or p rojc· c·I CJl' (or l r,ll of di ip) - . --- ----- -. ·- --·- -- - -. .. ... - _·_ . . -- . 
Dc:ton~tions. K uro h c· r .. __ __ ____ _____ ___ _ .... ___ ____ Sccond:5 n. f tn firi nc~ .. .... ..... __ .. ________ ___ . __ ___ __ _____ .... .... ... .. ______ ... . ____ ______ . __ __ ____ ___ _ 
.Air tcmp~rnture ___ : . .. .. . __ ___ _ ·_ .... ... :. .. . . '\'Yn.t er t cm p i.·rn thr e .. . ..... ______ ___ ____ ___ .. ___ . lb::e r fl. n [;r., _ .. ·- -- -- ---· · . . __ __ ___ _____ _ . •... _. _ .. _____ _ _ 

Corrcdc({ rn ngc ·--~ -. . ____ . __ ____ · ___ ____ ·_. . .. . Wns wn l~e cITrct cflnc:cl in n used? . . . .. ___ ...... ___ ..... . .. .• . Er rnti<; Jligh t, ____ ··--- ·- · __ __ __ _____ __ _ 

Time of flight ------ ·- _ .. .. . .. __ _ ------· . .. . Sll b h cnriu?, 11-t time of firing ____ . ........ . __________ .. ____ ____ · -.· ______ ._ __ __ . .. . ... •.. _____ ___ ______ ___ _______ ___ _ 

G unfire: 

C!dilirc Gun __ __ ___ ____ ________ --- -- --~- .. Hou nds fir('d . .. .. .. . __ . .... _ . . .. ..... ____ _ EslitL! ' lr-rl hi f q _ _ ___ • _ _ __ _____ • ___ _ _ _ __ : __ _ _________ __ _ ___ _ ____ _' __ ___ _ 

- ... .. __ ._.,,, ...... .... --- .. - - -- - --------.•· . -- - - -- · ---- ·-- -- - - ----- ----- - -- -·- .-- - - - - --- · --- --- -·-- -- - -- - -- - - - - -- - - - --· - - · --· ·- ---- • • -- -·· -· --- ♦ -- ... - - -- ------- -- _ _ _ _ ,.. _ _ _ _ _ .. - - -- - --- -- ---

- - - - - - - - - - - .. - - .. - .. - - - - - - - - - . . ...... - --- ... - - .. -.- - - ... .. - - - - .... - - - - .. -- - - .. ~ - ... .... . - - .. - - - - - ... - - ... • - ...... ,. - • - - - .. - .. - - ... . - - - - ... • ... - .. ... - .. - - • - • - •• - - 5 ... .. .... .. - - •• - - - - - - - • - - .. . - - ... - • - - - - - - .. - ... " .. . .. - • - -

,_,, 
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Tb.is at t.a0k wust bo 0out::icl8r eQ urg ,Jnt.. Tth3n sounu contact \:as 
o3k1.Jli.3bed d0i'initely , t hs order wa~ r;iv-Jll to r.:ot u ne cl1un1 .rutt:~r.n 
-; :F l ~:o :;i::rn. he(t·;-:J1lO~~s.. 'l'ho !>hi_p \':as nt Gen-2::.:·nl (~u :3_:;:t~1·s c:~ncr..:t .L~'.!;- ru1 
f' il· a=~ (, .-H.: k n.a ,-,r.i. ~!1,1y nircr ~:J.ft had 1)·':! en ro~JOrt 0 d ill t.l!o nea1·- vio l~1i s:,,... 
:i,~v-1 _l,'Jord.tion ol' thi3 veJ ::rn l in t31e ::::c1·e:::Jl. r equi.!'"Bd. tll ~,.-c vrn ·1t 1,1,.1.st 
tl:·o_p e!l u.:.al)::.e:a::1:-d . .:1,~ patt0Tn.. Tlhen :ead,1..r ~· :}1:-u:r.·ted n pig at the f.:..!)!Jro:: ­
i .,'J.ta rtine;1::-t nrnl bea.r:!....:1.!:; 01· tlotU!cl co.nt~act tho cin .. ~er v.i:-1D cha!lGCd to - Bet 

n ~\1a.llovr _pattern . 'l 'h i3 r;:18 i;:~ivea at ahout $00-900 y?,rds, :.::nd 1)1J1•­

UOI1!k l ba.-~~n S;;!t.ting cll 2t.1\~(:!3 on tl'..£1 nt.~1.r-bo t.1 .. rd :raek to a nhallow Li e~-

t ing ~ At 50 ya::cd:--J the 1:1to.r·oou:::·d lookout , Leo 8_:_)e'?acl~, SoI.Oo , rcpox·t,cd 
a .P0riscopa nt about 0300 relati7e in tho cdr::;e of th~~ 1:1oon.':.1 f Jth . 
1I1.he nhi_;;' :-; h0nuing vms 170° 'T ., WhBn th0 pr:ri c co _p ➔ i'W.n ahr ~n.ot of -i:~ha 
1):--id_~e thcl Gom:rn!1ding Oftice:r e~1t i 1:ia t od 5. ts d..i..:Jtftl1JC to bo c.bon·t; lCO 
J':c1..;t. . :rnd;~in3 i'ro_r.1 tho pe:r i sc o .,?8 • ::i 1·1uka. i:,lle su b:na r J!13 ts co ur De 1-1 ,1 s 
nbout 0 .200 :2 , n~iG <":: d 6 - 7 kn .. ots , ond it UJJ}.JOlu·ocl t.h ;.'tt. th.a p8risco_9e · 
wo 1.1l cl about col.Lide with or just pass cloo:r of' t--.he f.intnil . ~VJ1,3u ·GiJG 
!J3l"'in.:)o_~e- vms a.o:r·l'ta.'.:lt o f iih e brld;;e the or{lcr t o 11~·oll one n was elven. 
0::· 11,:i ~·;•~ to :rol1 ::rucet::n::d i..ng cho..r~E.i3 wer'3 ci -ren. at abuu t t~7c, second :Ln­
t ,.~:r.·v:tl3 . ':elm fl-._~st thr se ch;.1 r~~as we2.·e hu}1.;:d to e:.::_,J.ocb., Tl .. t:~ thi:·J. 
ch :"t:::·g -:) -,\'c1S i ..:.!rn~•di P.tt.~ J J :i"ollowecl ;;y o.. Ln-c:c 0x_~Jlo3ion e;; tirnat0(l to lJ o 
O.t n:) OUt, 75 y~.t•cl~> :fine ·on 01.lr tOl't (J.l.L3:ttC:I' ~ r.i'I18 c~X_Dl.o:.d.on C~l1.UVJ c1 :l 

t1·,:_:11t.c:n Liou;1 ~ 011c n ,-;~:-d.oa a~Hl th:rew :::i. Vi\! ;~J..lroo:~i l .i . .';:e h .Li c.:.-c t.:louJ vQ: t-l cu 1:-t .. y 
11.p·l,'~1.~ d. t. o a he; 1..:::-'1 ;_~ of iJO t, o 1 oo rs et i'!:.td 2rc ch.1G-0d 1..1 ctoog :rod. :::1 ::: ·:1-:i 
,..,·it :1 1·1ha t, 3_;J_1:K•1n·G d to 1).3 .tn1.morou~1 u~)UJ:};: :!. or bit o of 1~'lG!:1i r.:-< t'J 1br. .i.:.1 . 
fJha :raurth c1~)_p1.~1 ch;,.u•go Yl:.\3 h,:-n;_·ll to (L:-Lcmn to 1J~!"clu<.1L~t,0l.:r ufi;e:1·,;·;nr<.1 + 
'l'lla cotHn:·.::~:1,n I l ilO had .!..'otalnr::d CPnt,aut. t.1 :ro 1.1~~11ont Dtu.t.cd ·tlwt th~ J:o-­
tu2'.'ni;1~ echo , \1)lich 11r~iviou:Jly had 1)oi:w ~ .. ,h:.1.r:1 ;.1n cl cl e;~iu;· , Q. i 3int n:;1.'~t~~tHl 
-rdth t:.1L) OX_:))_C).:-t.lon ~ J.:1tar-HU.atel~r n.fter tll ';;} fourth olrnrcc hnd d ,..::t n:1~t·(j;_;d 
the G.:1i_p wos ;h·-1in:~ to port but nJ..l cffor t.,1 to :rD;:;,1.j It oont.nc:t fC\j.lc1J.,. 
A l1troJ\s 0,noll ul' o.Ll i,·;a s not~.-cl GS t.i.1 1;.\ r.;hlp c ·1\ ,mg i;o lco ·.,.~u.-d of y;1Hi1"e 
tt~7 OX_?losion h:Hl t2:r,::n plo.c ,~~ . 

All J1.,ll:-1 c·v id~u1c.o rJr..;e:n ~-i -;:. c, :i.n<l j c 1rt-. o i·.h;;_t tho tJ 1 tr ,l ch c.'- ,:c-o 1 r" t d :.:,:1 
P.1 .-:-: o .Tl~ f-'.(JlJ:.,J· eJ.:r (.)J ! 1,11c l_;ow of UH~ ~t 11lr:" 0 l' Jti..: I ~l.1!18 ~o J'o:..Yl; [_:2 :.; t- i t:~-:: c-~l 
i.,::i.l:, c:Li_r.:o,1•:;u 1ro11l cl J/ut H:.~.1 c:x-_p1o :-d .oa Y:'..dl ,;d_t.rd u .lo l/1:··l 1· .:i.l=,:;1. ! o.f i,>3 
nu l):.! ~! :r .t ti,;, , 

P1· io:t' t o 'i..'ht::i COi: 1nc11cE·rien'e, (; f the r:t,i;nc1~ Lht: C.c.U: J.·.ter~1 , \'i}t.lc.:i r:o 
v,(~re o.scort.in-:;-.,. ,.-,r:rB i'orr,1.od ()Jl r'.x:i:{ OOO ~l .300 co11.:J.l l ·1 ~r•t. ec!cl OH c3.:rcla 
1.. 111hc 1) :--'./B (;inn ... Hn 1:n.'!.::l lJ.;O '11, r;poou l;j 1 D!Jfl Crw :::C.t'C{;ll 1·~ lf3 OJ:L:tJl;f_it..l 
to -~s_e (!OU'.i:' S:. '.L'lH~ :d.=-:;zn_:; loc:; th(;n ti·b.(:.1· :::d \ '! ~·1:J 095 0 ~,• .. ThH 1'2..1\':, 0 of 
th.i.:J ·_,- c;1;=, ::1 l :C:rc,;:i tho n :z-trc~s i, COJ'.'['L,r ~t trc-, LL~:8 of t.!1 ·:J nVt:nc~.-: wx~ cp­
J:ro:~L1:::.tAJ..:• (, ,oO;) r1.;:-d3, with t.ho i'Ol'.:J!i..\i,ion cr::.ntc:r; bJ,1..ric.3 nl>crnl~ )i1oi.·) 
1J.' -. J\l tl~)oui.~ (j,..:J ti:;:~ of c5-t·o ;:1,n :;r1g c:inr:,~~ri~:t t n l :-; .fo:::_7;1:.!.1· . .ion c:;,:ccutc:'l :-... ~ 
(' lt",•:\:·~•ll(; ;,r 9 t111.•.:1 .. r.f.1.i1 ~: _Cl.:..\ .:: h oi' th.9 nq ff ij~1.r.i c..lC 'i ;~ :::;,::_t;~_:'}~'.iO!l v;::1.:J clr.',, :,_~J : 7· 

vif{l>/[ o i.'ro !;1 ~~ln ca1Ti_cr~ t~.::J c.rv5.uDnD(, (1_ b.t tr1c: t'nc lo'J8d.. stnt~•mo~,it ;;~ 

'/210 c .. :1t. irc titt,lr.\: ... ,,a .:=> C'O,T:fJJ.(;i.;c(l .'til jnst, nhout; ·1.;T·:>0 !•tlnutcs nJ't,~r 
t;~ . .} 5 .. rd ~i~d. (!(l~~ ~. q:;t, 1:nr:l 1.HH : ('. \,:! .-u~ ;·;:_.u:1 i.:,.lJ() ; ;.\.u~:! (' 1, () ()J)t. (~ . .i.n n J):~~f_l })1vt +' 

It :t:J ?olt.J Jvy,,;:-,v:::x- , -:.·.1·1,:d; no J:':Tf ~wJ v.l.lo, l. oon..1 ,:J ej_,~~: HO.t'O -'.i.C OUJ,'~~ - ·~ 

ovi:1·-··1 \)(1 -U.wn t.'.::::i~-: oti:.-:d..n::H1 vJmn .. .:LJ-7 ,. ~.~Jw v5..:inal i 11lo1-;a.-..1tion y,1 -_\ ;t c ;"'.1'c-• -
:['1_1_1_1·r 0]1:..:-(;=(~•f\ 1"•-r Jnt r-'! 1.··t.low;1 1:dtll Gll 1:d ~-.Gn,,; t_: c ;1., ~'ho V<.T~t 1,wo.~:i.~J.. ~J of.' 
t,h-.1 j::c1.1·· l'..Jc '.H:f_1 Jcft; lJ..ttl0 roc 1!.1 i'o::.~ a.i ~1 · i1•:s·:~nce of c1pin io!l on n1J. t.!!O 
;; 11rf-i.a,:mt :f.'~°i ~L3.. The .l..nf'o.rn1:1t.lon ,·:t1.lJ t.211:"1 cn1·of11J.J .. ~.- _pl ott-u0. , nrd. t :~o 
;r,J ;;~11 t :-:, b,)r:~ out~ t.J1e l':-i.~ t . tll:1t, t.1.1.0 third c·~~nr~c r~houJ.rl 1)o nJ1•:l \r :•.~.i t ,:1G 
J. ot.:l::.1 J o~rn . rj1;Jc, <..::J'i~ :i..:1-.1tc (l d.L TL~uwo fro,!1 )) u.r.t:~<~0}11J ·1~0 bu-1"1 of tht.1 ~!\ ~~-,-, 

n,~ .. , .:.n0, 8.. C C()l'CHn[; t.o t,ll(;: Jri_-;:~•;.;t, C:in 1nfo;._:t.-~ i-.5 ,, " r dtc•u.1.(1. llP in t li:; i.-i.--
G.i.. : i.:U,~r of .l lU-]_j(} i' oo r .• 

~~1 •1~ rw:,1,:1 ,1:.r i no }1ad r.Ni!.~e nt.ly ju.3t; :f'.i :::-c;d u -:--o ,·_::~;c}o a t t h0 t.~· :.; c.1f 
,:, q'.'::_' c,. t. :.~. 1 C! :.-;: , :t°'J 1· n 1-ion t. t ·.-,. o I:1in n tc3 · l ~1 t0I" on~' of t. 1..r..~ car.r 1 er::,. ':i1~ 1 l c 
c. ,) ,Vi~lG~·.j.:1:;: h :r;:· tn..ra , :ro~)ort.:1d a tu~cJJcdo ,·,:\!~. 8 nbout r :1.;:ull~ l to .lli:~- J_; or t. 
'l'~w - r::-t1~1;a ~-1. .r: n. t) _peri.~J c opu ;•.rhGD. sJ(:.;htcd Y;':t3 tr:dncd i!t. 1.}p c.1i:i:'eot.lo•1 o:: 
t:1n fo:;~.:ri.:~tton., -Y1 .. 1.1 ,, ,~-~~, 

:rn.iln:: Jn n. c1 o;irff.v .lnrl diJ:(;o t J.on , thL• 1•dJHl t;_lff1:'lu~•:)n·b t:r~r J)iL;h:h vrun J:'(n~; 'J 3. 
• _ t ._ , ,. • j ,. , , ~\ , I 
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.At ;2:~30 on tiH:, n.1;;h-t of Oot,obcr 25, .191:-h, I ,.-m~; atandlng 
011 tho cat,·.11•,tllc ot· th 1.;-3 8i;;x18.l brid~"-;t1 nncl Yfft3 nl~ l;l'act(: 3Cl b~r d :J_~J·i·,h 
eharge n.J .. J}l.o::;io:a~-:- Qll our fftJ~t:ebo[i.l'zi. qu~, r~;.:H."'._. .h:C i;u.e th 1.3 t.:.Lt::~<.l. 
unc:ter·w1rt,::r c:~/::[1lofdon I f3Cr'it a [;u.:::1l1f;J~ of 1Jl :J. C1\~ ui1 ~fri.oDl~ U:) in 
tho ah: abo11t 75 to lC'J i'oet 1-ri tlrn aJ.r ,~·1th s.:J;1:r.1 ;.-;.~J o.r flwna,~~ 
m:-ound it (l I feel c~crt a in thnt, tl-w f.Hlbm;-1~L18 y;:1;; d:,<.; t.ro 1ro clt-
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I \'l a ;j Bt[rndine; on the ra:1gGfln,h~r JJlat~fun;1 on tho U (), 8 "S 
COOJ . ., ... ;,,uc~·rl'" ('""'--, ''Jl'?) I 1 ' 2 /"> ' l ;\ ..., ,~ c·, ' ... 1 (II -r 1 ) d JL~h •·.:.1 i_;J~, - r~ '\.Vilf)11 3.0OU'i:, ~.:.... ;;v., ,~) ,1~·Go :)dl" --/;tLl· . OO~C; 

out abou-::; J0° o.a 8ta~t bo a:r-d bov1 ci.na. smv iJerisco_;)a n:c abon-t ):) 
, ... -".1~1~3 --r ...... ·,,, o •~ r .r,~~ {1 0 ,-.IJ' 1 r·!-~11•.,D,•) ::-:,·•• t""J r,J·(:.i -~ r:i, :t• c1 t11· D ·'· .,1--·•· '1 ; :i. ..t.o (1.1.,..,.("'l,J{){.,.., .. r .... .J -:.. .. A 1.A. • ., • .Lv .: ;.:. ·., ::.;;.,,.i.. .l ,·, •• ...:, ,, ,:... . 1. ,-:-,, _1,,. u . to t.·_ ,._., ,_11 • -· l , 1 .• 1. , ~ :::"l.. v ,.:., l•r. .• 1 , ..._, •• l r 

tlil'-1 con;::12- n.ccd rb:'O.!.);) .Lq rl8~~)t,h clrn.:t·gt1;J o .AJ..ong ~-~,J.t..J. the Ud.:rd 
(;.y·n 1 0 s .)' .' ") - 1 T ,..., ~.-l 1 · , ··1 -:, i ,''\ 1 (, r1 ~. d t)'!: () r~ ·; ;-. ·i r,11 ('} lJn l t '· ),. 0 1-,') rl·r :; iT '"l "~(l ~ j () :) · :-. }·1. :', -4)...J;-.., ., .. ,, .. 4 -·- t..,>. , . f !r' <. . \ - ~L' ½• • "..., LL . , ., . _1 _ ,. __ ._ (_._ ._ - .. J .. l _,, ,/'~J... , 1.L :J - .. ,H u _, 

1JO:C-t q Dff~~ -I.1c.r- \'flt.Ji 1· ,;r.1 1-11t,gnt cuahGI'" of c1.~:ihr.ir. an(l t.J.01:.1.Ln;~ h(YL; J0_(:t::d ,'" 

\'! ~ J J " ?},. It ';: '. ; t ~ :; 
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QT17 I G?l1 ~ _________ ______.. ___ ~------------.... 

I t d 1 1 :, f 'f u t:"• c, ,.,r, ,r.,.. Y)l\ ..,.,. ,,.l.,.I (1)~' ')17) .!.1.8c1.1' ldh·) CO(i.'3 J'18J1~0 o·~ '(, l·10 rl-J fi.'l...-·' ,, vuU .Li-Ut\.J•._:;rf - J_•.,-.G over 

tll-8 ':ClJS c:. t11 "I hnvo ~H:;=a.n oo:r.~iDoopo cloDo aJ,oa::c<J 2 I ,:~rn 8.ttL\C}d.n;~rv 6, 

Jd-ter a sho:ct int(n·val of £1 :fnv.; 1:linutos , c.lur.tnr~ -:•t11ici1 tj_:no nJ v·o:JE,t-Jl 
·1•,r~ 1l ".'.:> a"l c, ,,, ~")1·.v en· 0 ·r noO ,t- Pl .. }1 .J.. D r o·; -=c cq ·rr 1· 01 -:.., nt 1·~ ~, - ~'J ... o '.:t .L~ ,...) ·1 ~. ,., :.3 .t:~ ~_.:. r-1 r1 

1 l <A'.. v A. v•J.. , • -::> ,., ," U ,._ . {J._, .l/ ~ . . f ~ v ., ..... v~ '- --''-j-J • · • · . I.. J .. ~_,._ ,_ ,, • . 

Ot.l ttrn r-Yta:r'"bon.rd uun.:.---t. c:t: cit' m-r vo::LSGl nup1:·o.d.::t.~1t, ,➔ .lJ ·t.Jn·eo m.LL-::J:1 
d_iritanoe.. Th;) o}:;;\i.:J.nion cotHJ.)_8 ii ~·::d o_t a ~ Lrrn:ic1nd.u~1,G · u_~Jll .-_;[_1_val of 
water- fo11m11ed by· ln ... ~U.lln~1-t _p,:rrotech.nJ.c.'.J.. I-t ~·;a~.; thr1 .L~:_pI· o ~Jn ion 
oi' thin observc~.1~ Uw.-t' burnin;5 dob111 :.s 2.oe;ount: "-~cl ;_·or thio _plct u ro (> 

J:!D :r:-,.n D \'/ t u 1·:i: n.n.1 
, 

Ll:-: 1J.'Lcnant,' Uo::u. 
G lttL1'3ry Of J:Ic 8:e, 
1J' ,, .r •:.-i 1r:'t1r:, : .~ (:'i /'f-1 
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S>u.W3IDRG- ! 1 torpei..lo. H.::1Yc seen t(n'p 2d o c~:-plod.e nE\:H" sm ... f nct~ 
Cnpt.. S~~}~l{;·:~-7.::;{);;Gf~r.f1 I J;1 I with just r;nch ~m C):J,lo~;ion ~s herein c\~'.}·:cri.li ed . 
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nnE~I1t oF TU·Jm}\.:t}~c;rc rl 

,..,._.(t~·r -:ffofJ.:;---jjj~ "" frr;.r~et-.rn.1.r.1 .. ~;7 ntai-. ton 011 tb1~ r,t:.1:-:·7)0.rJ.:r'd br.rn c::? a 
CVE fo:cJG~tio.n COOX.,BAUGH £:tt 2231 (::~orff:; minus 9) :)1)ta1.)J0d ~t. 
non~r con·L:z1ct; :1·~; l l. rnng0 of 1500 yn::~dt-1 (\. :~'ho ~-> h.Lp w.1~1 ri:.t 
('j'OVI,.-;:' ·r:•f• '? c11, ,) l~ 1·· ·--.~ . ".' t , .. y(t ..... 1·'1f.',;,~~ '\T r11· ,·· ('"Y,'.:l -S:•-(t.. 'h "• (l .. 0 ~ ,:_,,~ "(l--, ·~"l·()J-,..t. • ·:. d ·in '· h ( {.:>'-' '·'· , t;:J.1,: -' .'.. ,, ~·,~-- _,<.:-,\. •.· c;...i,... , -,~,~ .!.•·._;, ;.J~c: 1.. .\. ,A'.J, u -!. ,• .J.~ •." .1, . ~ (.;, ; , J.... _ L:• J;' . f.,·~.:, • •···-·• 1__..,_ ___ _ ·) 

")· \t.}.!'..Jl' ,,-"l" .--.·tn·1 ·:'.,r !\ -~ ... rir1'-l "r,1 ,1.1·1n·1-f .. ,<r>.;.._ tt:~3 ("\[)''r.-f-1 ·t~Jf"\ rd ut ·1 h('IO "'l;":'l;'ll>(·:o .,l,.VY~~ . '.,/ .. V ,..J,.,,-..A-•~ -. ....,, ◄ \\ J. t, J.. <;:i J ~.,. .... V\...; J. 4,. r"-l. 1rw,.,." ( "" .. t..,. V .r ,.., . .J . "'V J •- t' .J t_.l '4..;l.,. J .. ;:, 

uncl th<:~ dopth r;I1Hrge~1 \JO.Pd set ft:J.1· n r~}-:_.\1.J_:t::.-i1r pu t:tt;,i,.n o ~(}1:0-

i.1a11go cJ...~)Bed ij~YpldT~r nnd. at~ 50 3'"w)."d~i tbe ~➔ t3:r•:)o~=ird l80J:ot1.ti­
~co,crt0t.:.1d G. pe):- 5_'.) cc.ir~J: m .~" ·;_:.>-':-:: ~-'.q >:3.J.~b(::_• .. t··d bo\·; ".r l3:Z 1:•1c~ un ·[..1-.,,1 
oc(~.c: '.) f t1·2.~) Jnoc,.•~ r: :~ J)~ -;.h ,. \-JJ.) <:+:o. 2-~c:r· J !'"? er;_::":~ ,;r• ~-1 n b~i.. no f~ ·L, ~- · ·(' 
ln:-5-dg ·:.·· t3Jo cor.L··, .;.-;~!J.lng o:r:./Jcr: ~•-'· c ::; t,;_ ·" _:n·;_•-(: -J ·L·i: ·:_·:, J_t,:"~ ru.:~ i J;-..r: 1.t 

1-m ~ u·;) o·~y;_: J.OO ;i-.(~(Yi; ar1G. tt,:);i.; t t w ~) u ) J ( (: () JJ. ~-(1 ·:: i_l :r. ·r.:n. ol~ j 1·,.::-~ i .. 
J)LJ.83 C1Btr.~ of t }.1c-) Bto:t\no 11.t -t3:11S tirn~~ th 1:~ oni.o:t" to dl'lQD 
1,as gi von,:, 3u.cccr.)rJine d0pth chr1..1?gcJ 1-1~-1:,_..~-~· dJ.•0\J~Jsd at nti·c,ut 
t~-ro i)occ~L"d :Ltrt(!J.-··.rn.:r~-~~ ~th,~~ e~-;._p)_ ~--,~-~:1.0~_ ·:. r1l·- ·::J1 ::~ t.};.i:x-d (lcpt.h 
chA.rg0 1-n: rJ il)l!K a.La to1:r ~eo:::_10·~;<:}d \1;:t :\ 1.s:t:.~\':~ e~~·_p 1o~3 tc,11 n.1J.:-) td:~ 
'75 i:rards DJ..1 t;v·? CnC;LB/HJGU? s po1"·l: qu.-:~.::_,·i~.c~i~c- ~tho ~)X.p1r~s~tc.n 
cnu.:--:,(::(l !', t::-.:~);rr1~;:._1;:1c1\:·: .CD.'f} (';) l r":\~.1:.nn tb:.>:::+:;:1}:1.g :?. ::\.t\~ :;u}OCJ:1 I:L?~~ . 
bl.::1c:!.:: c:,J:J~~.d ""1.tGl1 tte::tl}s GO a .bol[t~U.t of bO -J.O{J .f'oet rmd p \r'.)< 

O.ucb'J.g 2. ch;} C}) 1.~·c~J :flt?.S4YJ ulth -;:(i}a t t~~r,pca:~~cr•~r.1. to bo .tltiJiY~110un 
8}_)rl-X .. ],~J Otl' blt:~; u/ 5:·1r~;:11 jY•f~ (}01n~ts ~ r,u]') :;:· -J_~l)i.S,;) ~).f' t}:iD 0~q<L)r . 
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{a) Iargc, explos.to:n su.fflclc·nrtly nea:t.,,. the nu1~J\'3.CO to GHuf1 0 
i"lato~- a:nd tJj_jmko ~-- A de~r mlt9 n:m~J11 of ulJ.. -:•rn.a .notteod to 
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'~ · ~ ., !'I, 1 ~ ·P n ""'1';'-7 ·, ''r~ P" 1·1 q 3 ··~ }f (°'r ~ ... ~ ... :.-,, .t ·1· ·i ) "1 -1~ 'h (:>. "n'O () ' ] l ·i i r "! l {~ /'1'. ·;: (:_i_D. -:r·.1 . J. P,'~b_i► ,:-_ .... ' · ~'•- •.-iC, .. ~-..... . ,. ~,.,-~~ J...."-.. -, ,.,.,.,. t - J-i:'.r"'· '-v<..-•, ·--J. . ,J. _. ,..,. ~-~ .J-••• . ~.,,,-c•,;,..J, ,.~,, - V' "· . ··._ -~ '4, -

bii.okon ol.J.. D ~lic1r of ·ah;:d; appe-~1J:"2:d tQ b 1:i i / .1L":l. oJ.1 o;~t0.n.d!~d 
;[·or H"i:>O'.~:i.t t1-w- 1ullc;~ :tr.,. tt tlo-t ·JD "!}5--l1.d t3J:;.•t.~ct:i.O.iJ,. 

(a) ~eh~ GOOLBAUGJt o.ppin·(u1.t1~r stu~f(:';:t:~-,. d. a :?sci:..(1~")[1~):t: cu:1ua:~t:;,r 
(., ,,,~-1.,.., r- ~1--·~,~ ,:) ~4
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DEP/\RTt\i1ENT OF TIIE NA VY 
NAVAL flISTORICAL CENTER 

Washington Navy Y :ud 
Washington, D. C. 20374 

ll-1 REPLY REFER. TO 

NHC/AR Ser 128 
29 January 1976 

Captain Stuart T. Hotchkiss, USNR (Ret) 
Long Shore Lane, Box #843 
Madison, CT 06443 

Dear Captain Hotchkiss, 

This is in response to your letter of 12 January to 
Mr. Kincaid requesting information on an anti-submarine 
action involving U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-217) and U.S~S. HAAS 
(DE- 424) ~ 

Copies of your action report and the COMINCH Assess­
ment Committee's analysis of the incident are enclosed. 
The Joint Army-Navy Ass~ssment Committee published in 1947 
the results of their postwar analysis, which utilized 
sources, such as captured enemy records, not available to 
the COMINCH Committee during the war. Pertinent extracts 
from that publication are attached, along with the enclosures 
to your letter . 

We hope that these materials will be of assistance to 
you, 

Sincerely yours , 

~- C:.._ G>--­
D .. C .. ALLARD 
Head, Operational Archives Branch 



YJft!ft5ff f ·--. ~3 · -,~-►-~~; s.~·co'~LB~lfGw ( DE217) 
:; .. ::..:~::~ .m:((TE)217/Al6-3 ·"r: c/o F.leet. Post or.rice, 
:.-=-·~.:,.:. Seri.al OZi San Francisco, California 

·::.'.·ir~-nrfli i t't'lf l[n .,, .... 
~:_~ -·-~1d1 u 
£t1z;;..~~- ~· ....... .'_~~:.~~~; .. r i :_l~~;;.-/ . ·::.;--t~:. ·-'~-~-~f/{.~: 
~SF;: jroriJ.:"~:~·~--~:-. ,~_ .... b . conmanding Officer~ 
.~:::-.~~-To: _,,::_ ·.· ·-:~.=;,~-~ Coma.nder in Chief.; UNITED STATES 1'LEET~' - <:<?-~ ·-· 
~:~.~-~-11i.&l .. -~"":;.:::~~.,;.S:,;:.:, (l) Comn.srxier Task Unit 78. 7.4. .. -; :f~•-1 .,-.,, 
· ; ; ~/~~""-~/\~ .. ~ ;~~; ~~ IYi~~;.~ ( 2) : conmand.er · Task Group 78~ 7 . .- .,~T~\ , · -~-~<?~ :·. • .•-. ·. . / _.. 
--~1 ·..,.r -- - --- -.- · --: ~;: :;,· • .. (~) c· "" .... T ... -1 .. -c-n 7v ~- · .. ; .. ~ , ... 
:·- L ..,,";--;:_ .: ... :....:. i .:, ;- ~=·-.f::~- : ~-.. : .. , , J O!!DlB.th.a;;r · a,..:i.o,. r...,rce 04 ·' • 

,"i:·~-i~~()~.::._~.:---.. "'..-'/i{:\~;h-_:_:: ··.•_ (4) COmna.nder seventh· Fleet. 
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-~-· : . ~ _; -~· ,~ :* :, ~ .'~ ~lf 
~~ ::J/,:: _: / t;~ ,::,;r~,'-:--{\ . 

; '\ -· :~~~;!- ~ ... / 

~-:·~ ~·\;~ ··:·. _. .: '::~-:::~::, :> (5) SUPreme COnmander AJJ.ied Forces Southwest Pacific Area.~ 
=~-~;~ ::f ;· :;.\-=-~~-:-~f~S-f:~ .- ~::::'.:'''. ·~\..: ~ ....... '. _.;~ -- ~ .:· 1 .~ f- /: >- ·· ~i :: • .. ~- ... . : : - ' :• •. ·.. • j , -. f- - , ··r·-
·_:• . .- ; ~---Sti>ject: ··::/-.;.· C..eneral Action Report cover.ing•operatioris '~c!' :u .·s.s. COOIBAOOH 
,~<t·~:·~:i~: ~~;::.- A- ·1~;-.-7{~1;~:;,·: ·(DE-217), . daring the · pericxl 6 Fal?ruary: 1945 to . ~ - February ·1945, 
::z-.::· . .::~:~ ::~. _. ·:..~·: :.~: :::. ~. j ~.:~-::: ,:_-~ ·· in.cl.us:i ve ~. . . ..-.• · L _-J .t· · · · .. · · :. ·· · ; · .i ~ : •• ... . ~- : , •• • • . ~ . 

\,~·::--::-~_ ·:.._~· >·: . ;i. ,s-:-.,~,-,~-~t: .~ . .... _.-, "":'" ' ·,_°7': · · • ,;~::". ;ci;·•·:.• ~.,.. -.~.-J~.c .. ~~~ ~..£- \-;·. :·_ ···.~_j ;~\·'1· _·1}¢.i <l:-~L ·~-:.J ...... : -\. :_·- · ... '•· ·• ~•: .. 
. ~~t~·_:-~ B~ef~~~~;~~;_-<_·_ (~) U. s. Navy Regulations, ~1920, A:rt·i-~7J2~: .874(6)~-'-- · ,:f< •·::~~-

~~. --,~-~... ...•· (b) Cominch J.tr. FFJ./Al.2-1/Ju.6-:3., Serial. 7152· o! 29 ·oetober ·194.3. 
__ . ?f. .. · .. ., .... -~~t~}~.-.... (c) Cincpac Pa.cFlt. ~nf .. J.~r. 1~5, -dated·~ -January .1945. 
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T ◄ ki j · t;!-
u. S. s. COOLBAUGH - ( DEZ 1 rr .. Jj, .... fMqz 

c/c Fleet Post orrice, 
san Francisco, California 20 Febru.arJ'-1945. 

• I , GE2lERAL ACTION REPORT 

. ": . .PA.RT I - BRIEF SUYlA.RY o 

~ This Geoeral Action Report coyers operations o.r U .. SoSe croIBAUGH (DE--217), .. 
, during the period 6 February 1945 to 1.8 February 1945, inclusive.. DUring this period 
>.· this ves8el attached t.o• Commancier Task Unit 7s.7.4 (Captain L. J. l!ANEES, o.s.N., 
·· Co.am.ander IST Flotilla 1.5 (Ten.porary), in LST 574)~ This vesael is assigned to 
· .- OW;maaier seventh Fleet for temporary duty6 · 

l)Uring the period covered by thia Gmeral Action. Report., this ve~sel as-
., . .signed to escort duty, screening ISTs, ICTs~ LCis~ merchant fhips, etc., , trans­

JJOrting elements of the SIITH Army ~ram Hollandia, Bia.k, Noemfoor, saosap:>r and 
HJrotai to Lingayen, Lu2Dn, Philippi.re Islands. T&e..lc Unit 7s.7.4- is designated as 
the SEC0!'.1D LST PXSUPPLY UNIT, llhich is composed or t,be Hollandia, Biak, Noemfoor, 

· · sansapor a.n<1 Yorotti Sections, plus ad:iitional merchant ships, LCTs, LCis, FSs and 
A.Pea ldlich joined .the convoy at Leyte Gulf, Philippine I5.l.and.s... A1&0, aad.itional. 
escorts joined the convoy at Leyt,e _Gulf, Philippine J;slands., 

Action against enem.y stb.mu-ines encounte:red doring too passage cf Task 
, . . Unit '18.7.4 to Ll.ngayen, LUZon, Pili.lippine Islazxis., is covered :in ·part Ill ai th.is 

.:_ GEn~ral Action Report. No. enemy suri'ace forces or ~craft ·were encountered. 

·.- ~ PART ll - PREI,DffNARIESei -~ "'.• ... - ........., ____________________ ......,;.__,__ 
,...._, __ _ ?.:';:'_ .... . .. 

~ · . ·fhe Holls.ndia. Section or Task Umt 7a.7.4, eecorted by SC-1.012 and this 
~, -~~ vessel, departed. Humbolat Bay, Hollaod.ia, New Guinea a.t 1635, 6 February 1945, 
:-:·-·: ... in compliance m:th Conmatxier Task Force 78 orders and. CO.nma.nder Seventh Amphibious 

•.i~ . .. ~ . · FOrce 1-Kovement Order No. 1~5, dated 26 January 1945. .1645, 9 February 1945, : the 
~~:;: ,_:; eollanaia Section effected ~endezvous with the Jloem.foor a.nd Biak Sections of Task 
-<~~: ;·Unit 78•7•4, escorted by- PC- ll2J -and U.s.s. HAAS (DE-424) • ... l.525, ll February 1.945, 
~-/.~.··. the sansapor and Morotai sections of Task Unit 78 .. 7.4, ·.escorted by SC-729, _- joined 

. \ .; .~.,.: ·t.he convoy~ . On 13 February 1945 3 a.d.ditiooal merchant ~ips, LCTs, I.CJ:s, F'S8 and 
/ \} : .:l.Pcs, plus -escorts, joired. the convoy a.t I,eyte Gulf, Philir-:pine IElsnds, and becane 

_,, /. ·. i-.'~_' -:. a. part of Ta.sk Unit 78. 7 .4,. On departure from Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands, at 
::~t··.:.t7l0, J..3 Februa.r.y- 1.945, Task Unit 7a.7.4 was .composed of the following designated 

::,.-.;-. 
~~,.r- ·vesaels : ~ • . • 
, , ,._ ; • I • 

.,, _ .. ~' ~ .. 
: :·.~--Lsrs 932(GF), 7/8J; 6.30, 574, 5113, 579, ·751(GF), 7'21, 718, 71.;2, 753, 92:7, 936, '"{20, 

.. ~~· .·700, 699,697,696,637,626,592, 67,591, 5901 705, 1027, 7481 26, 68, HU, 465, 
~ . . ·. 2!l4, 462, and. 4710 

.-.:. -.- LCTs being towed by L...c;'I's: LCTs 754, 755, 756, 753, 696, 697, 698, 795, 796, 878, 879, 
. la)9., 1210, · 1222, 1255, 1258, 1262 £!1.d 1259. 1 ? 

. ·- Merchant Ships: CI.IDEtcr', ~TE, COEN, CANBY, FREEM11N, BAYARD, Hti.RD, V.A.NZAf..~, rrDHRS, 
HAIL, HUA.DY, DA.VIS, JOIBS, Ill., VA1.1HElfrS, WEYDEMITTER, BUTLER, MAGON, NEWEL, mJUIBAM, ·1 -

· l!CDANAGI1, EVERS, CAREY• 
8 01112 

CO NF DEN TI.AL .. l - ENCLC5URE (A) 

-.. 
. , . 
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e/o Tktet Post Of'fice, 
SBn Francisco, .California. ro Febraar,;r 1945. 

GENERAL ACTION REPCBT 

~~ -·~ PART n - P.RELIMINA.RIES (Cont.1.nuedl• ~- . 
._, . : 

-·- I.Cie ·686, 9841 f:JJ?, 965, 972(FF), 71s, 10~ · tee 25483 being towed«­
. · FSS · 151, ;¼62, .J.44, J.65J.• . 

: , ·. ~ .}PCS 12 and. .l.0. • ... • l ~ • 

) 

.< . - IDlAS lruRXEa, IDIAS mPmE BATTI:E AXE~ IDUS Ell?IRE ll.ACE$ UQS.S. DA.Jm (ll- 18.o), ,u .. s.s . 
· - ERIDANUS· (!Ko.92) ~ · . __ · · . . . . 

- SCRBXN 

- - U.S.S. THATaiER (DD-514) 
U.S.S. PHILIP (~98) -
U .s .s. J'EYiM\N { APD-59) . 
U.S. s. ltoll) ( APD-o3) . 
u.s.s. ~-698 

~--~. u.s~s. .sc-7J2 

. . ·-~1J. S.Se DnDN (DD-572) 
· .. :·, ' 0.S.S. ~Ea849 '.. · 

O.S .S. :m'HART (APD-61) 
u.s. s. ~ (A.PJ>n62) 

~ ... _: -- O.S. S. CCOIBAUGH (DE-217) 
U. S.S. .HAAS (DE-424) 

._. · At 1.855- 16 Febrm.ry- 1945, designated ships of thos e . .listed above, escorted by u.s.s. 
· HEi'11M {APD-59)., U. S.S. DYSJN (DD'-572)., u.s.s. THA.TtEER (DD-»5.14), U. S .. S. KEPI!ART 

(AFD-fil), u.s.s. OOFm (A.PI>-<>2), u.s..s. LLOID (APD-63) a.td. .u.s.s. roE--849 were de­
- · t.acosd .tram the · convoy and. proceeded. to · SUhic BaY, . Luzon., Philippine Islana.s. The 
·. remaining ships proceeded to Lin.gayen Gulf, -uizoo, Pbiliwine Islaxxis, arriving there 
. · .·on tm 1J10rni.ng of 18 Febroary. J..945 .

1
. l.0001 l8 February 1945, thie vesae.1. ·ctetached · 

~., ~~ trom Tatk Unit 7s.7.4 an:i ·as:;igned. to other duty-. ,.f· \·. :· :>-~- · . .. 
• • • I\ ~ .. ,/1 "! •: • • . . : :~ :· ··· .. . ~ .. '. - . .: •'i_u '" · . . , - , , 

-~-: .,· PART Ill ·-- CHRONOLOGCCAL A.OOOUNT CF M.t'TION AGAINST »IEMI SUBMA.R.INES. · -
• ;. ·-.,. 'I"~ 

.. ... ~• 1 ~ \-,,1: .. ·.. . 

. . 
J _. . ' : 

;- ;.. .... • ... r ~ • • ~ • 

-· _· :_· -_ ·_- • ·_· ·(Y:J01
1 

-u Februazi 1.%.5, !ST-577 ~~d~d ·b;"-~~~ ;~ne, ~d ~this ves- :: ·. 
__ :..:. .~ ·~- eel went to Gener&l quarters. 0915 Picked up ,sound contact and conmenced. ·UGldng run, · 

. _ -~~_ on cours~ 28.5° T, Co!lV"oy•s course is .300° T. ,· ~"9'2f.J Lost. sound -conta.ct·and. ·changed ../•. ·: 
~ -=-:course tc> 33:)0 T• contact identified. a.s non-sub.tnarim. ·- Convoy -6taered Tarious .. . .. , 

. ::-. ~--~-::·\ courses ena executea. emergency ~s.· 0947 .5 SC-J.Ol.2 picked up sound contact bearing 
.. :~.-. -3400 T, · at l.,.500 yaras. 0955 SC-1012 1.ost sound contact • . : 1010 u.s ... s. HA.AS (DE-424) 

.. ·.·:~:. picked up sound. contact bearing oa>0 T at J.,20J yards ·ruxi canmenoed making run,, . . 
· .. . · lOll Rece:lved. report that tl1 survivors of torpedoed ISr-577 pick~d up by PC-112Uo 
· -~ 1015 u.s.s. HAAS (DE-424) fired hedgehogs, 10.th negative r e m.ut-sG 1034 S0-1012 

· · - : · picked up eound contact ana. conmenced ma.king run. 1038 SC-1012 made mouee t r ep at­
tack, rith ~gative resultso 1051 PC-ll.21 pidred up sound o:mtact end co~nced ma...tc­
ing run. 1102 This vessel rejoined convoy. m7 PC-ll20 evaluated round contact as 
possible snbumrine., but did not fire~ ll20 PC-1120 ordered to return to sereening 
¥t,ation. ll25 IST-571. is cerrying out salvage operations on torpecbed IST-57? . 
ll.35 convoy changed baBe course to 307° To l.136 Torpecb wake .r-eported on port oow 
of f'orma.tion. Reported torpecb wake identified a.s green sea marker. n;o SC-1012 
picked up sound contact and conmenced mald.ng a depth ·cla.rge attack. l.208 This vessel 
secured from General. QUo.rters, Baae couree of ccnvay is 307° T and speed is 10 knots. 
1230 Convoy is in formation. Comma.rrler Destroyer Divisi on 98, in u.s.s. ISHERWOOD 

f'V\ l.ft'\TTl T."m1 TAT .. 2 -



~RAL ACTION REPORT 

PART III - CHRONOI!XITCAL ACCOU1T OF ACTION _AGADST ENEMY SUBMARINES (Continued}.. 

(DD-520), ,mo joined. the convoy at 0819, ll Februery 1945, remained nth torpedoed 
IST-57? to !>"Uperviae ~tlvage operations and to continue search for enemy submarines. 
SC-1012 lost sound contact antj. returned to screening station. l4lO PC-1120 arrived 

· on screening station. 1422 P0-1120 closed LST-1027 and tre.nsferred survivors of 
•· .. torpecbed. I.ST-577 • After effecting tre.nsfers of survivors, P0-11.2:Y returned to 
: acreening .st.a.ti.on. Convoy proceeded on base course 307° T. 

lb50, 15 February 2945, t.bis ves!!el 1ett screening station to asdst.. U.s.s. COFER 
(.AID-62), 1'ho had e. sound contact. 1710 Thia vessel ordered to take over the sound 
contact, B:td comnenced making attacks. (See Special Report of Anti-SUblil3.:cine Action 
by U.S.S~ COOIBAUC-H (DE-217), on l.5 February 1.945, dB.ted.. 16 Febraa.r,r l.945, attached). 

No enemy surface i"orces or e.ircre.f't were encountered du.ring the passage 
of Task Ud.t .7s.7.4 to Ling2.yen, Luzon, Philippine Islands~ 

weether conditions throughout this op.?ration were excel.lent. , 

)Ci.nus nine (9) tirre . zore was in effect througbou:t this operation .. 

. :· PART IV - ffiDNANCE. 

-:~- · · .1320, 4 Febn1Lry 1945, Task Unit 78.7.4 conducted enti-ti.rcratt firing 
~: · prs.ctiee. J.4-21 secured from conaueting anti-drcra.ft t".i:ring practice. The follow-

-- \ ing anmun:i:t.ion ~cs.B expend.ad by this v-esee.l; 

.... .-: ~ . . 
I 1" -.. - ~.., 

: --~ -' ~~ ' ~:· .. 
.... - . 

3tt/50 st_erghell .~uu .... 20 rounds 
i.1a Serviee , •• q•••••••••• 82 rounds 
20 nm H.E. I ... ~ ... <>,..•••• ... ls362 round:, 
20 nn. H.E.T. •~•., .. ••••·•a.•• 675 rounds 

y··,.-~ . . 1452, 7 February 1945, Task Unit 78•7•4 conducted anti-e:ircraft firing 
-~=:·: practice. ·1529 Secured 1:rorn conctucting roti-aircra.!t firing practice~ The .follow­
/•-: ing ammunition was expended by this :'Tessel: 

COKF!DTh"T JAL 

.3n/50 A.L. •••••••~•~••••4 24 rounds 
1.111 Service••• ··• ••••••• 175 rounds 
aJ mn H. EoTd ................ •-O 343 rounds 
20 nm H.E.I. ••••••·•••••., 683 rounds 

. - 3 - llr CLC5URE ( A) 
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. GEEERAL ACTION _HEPCRT 
-· . 

PART IV - ORDNANCE (continmd)~ 

Tb~ performance of Olm ordnance material and equipment in en.ti-aircraft 
.firing practi eats was excelleot. 

.. The per:formance or anti-submarine ordnance ma.U!riel. and equipment in 
action against enemy submarine i ·e fully covered in Special Report of Anti-submarine 

-- .Action by U.SeS~ COOLBAUGH {DE-217), on l.5 February J.945~ ·attached hereto. 
. , 

.. . . : Torl)edo fired -at IST-577 was estimated to be .fired from eneey" tru.b.tnarine 
· .. dlt ehart range. As a result of' the e~osiOD., IST-577 ~ broken in half o The 

after hall of ·I.Sr-571 sank almost iJmlt,ai.&t,ely •. _ ,, 

PART V ~ Dilffi.GEe 

~ Teesel Btlf.fered no bl?.ttle damage as a -result of enemy action during 
the period corerect by this General Action R:eporl. 

Battle d.ema.ge to emmy sub~ is covered in SpedAl Report 0£ Anti-
: . SUbmrine Action by U.S.S~ COOIBAOOH (DE-217)., on 15 Februa.:ry l.945, attached hereto • 

. : rART vr - SPECIAL coM1~ms AND. !NRJRMA.TIC!!(t 

·\_-:-pfJtT VII - 'PE!roNN:EL. l?ERF'OR.tmNCE AID CASfJAI,TIES~ 
~~., 

- :"'~ .:.. ::. ~. . - . 
· ··· - ·· .. No caaua.1.ties to persomel were 9.lf.fered chlring the pe:rl.od earered by 
: .. ~ .· this Qenera.l. A1:tion Report • 

.,. .:::. ..::.._ - • ...... - ■ ... •• ~ ~.. • • • :- " .. ... 

. ' 

. ... . . . . . Th, performance ar all ~romel ar this vessel tln:'Oughcttt this operation 
., --~ · ·;wa.8 excellent .. _. . .. : . . • r ' ~ 
~; ... .... ;:~ ~· . - ' .. 

~>. PART VllI - IJ!'SIDJ-5 IEARNEDz ~CLUSIONS AMD REOOMmIDATION:ik 

0 
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LST FLOTILLA FIFTEEN 
Fl~t Post Office 

' ' t o; xw a StQWQ .... ♦ 44?.fmwr,M,A.¥&,h 

f 

.,,. : 

. - Serial: o60 
San Franciflco, Calif. 

·Co tff mun IA L 
1st mdorsem.ent on U.s.s. COOIBAUGH {DE 217) 
itr. file DE(TE)217/A.1.6-3, serial 023,. dated 
20 February 1945. -, 

From: 
To: 
V~: 

. . 

Commander Task Unit 78.7.4. 
Commander in Chie£, United stat.es Fleet. 
(1) Commander Task Group 78.7. 

.(2) Commander Task Force 7~. 
{3) Commander SEVEN'IH Fleet. 
(4) S-u.prem.e Commander Al.lied Forces s 

_ ~thwest Pacific Ar~c;. 
.. . 

25 April 1945 

subject: General Action Report Covering Operations of u.s.s. 
COOLBAUGH (DE-217), .J?uring th~ Period 6 February 1945 
~,;> 18 February 1945s ,inclusive. _ 

1. Forwarded. The Task Unit- Commander has no additional infor-
mation to add to the basic letter. 

2. . Frcm inf'or.nation contained in the Commanding O.fficer's report, 
it appears that the U.S .. S~ COOLBAUGH should be credited with .at least a 
.~bable kill in her action against enenzy- submarine on 15 February 1945. 

copy to: "' 
Command.ing Officer, 

U.S.S. COO!BAUGH (DE 217). 

8 01112 
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',, .. - .. 

' ., .. Fleet Port Office 

S&n Fr~ California 
C3 

23 J"une 1945 

-SECOIID EEDORS~·.:EET to U.S .. S. C00LBitUGH · (DE 21 7} 
~-lti? DE(TE)217/JU6-3., Serial 023 of 20 Feb 1945c 

..., .. ...__ ... .. .... ····~ ....... 
"·, ~- - . ._... .., 

From: 
To : 

. Via : 

Co!!1.I!la.nder Task Group 78~7~ 
Co~ander in Chief, United States Fleet. 
(1) Co!nlllander Taslc Force 78 • 

· ~2) Cormuander 83VE!'TT'".tl Fleet . 
: (3) Supreme Co!!Jlrl.e...rider Lllied Forces 1 

Southwest Pacific .areae 

General Action Report Covering O:per~tions of 
U. S. S~ CCOLBAUGH (DE 217}, During the Period 
6 February 2945 to 18 February 1945, Inclusivee 

- Fonrarded. 
I 

~ 

. . .. 
··""-· · 

8 01112 

; 

'~\ 
' l l 

•. :! i 
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;·J ~;. T ~:J· : :; r· .~! 
~--=:: .2 :r::.,.~.:~:~ \v ... ~ -~ ·~ .... 

·-sEvENTH' :A.MPfllBIOtJurss:-i·roPO'RC~~-.... ~~~~~~ .... ~'1111"'1!1·.,,. 
. Fl.et Port Office - . - · ~ ' "A,:~ 

&n• FraMieeo. California 

+-;-~--";:...:, .111 r ~ · ....... - .... .... 

JUL 9 1945 
THIRD ;._END ORSEiuEifl' ta : 

~CO U.S.S. COOL.BAUGH cont~ 
-·1tr.·; serial 023 of 20 
Fe?,~_uary 1945~ 

From: 

To: · .. · · 
Via: 

· Subject: 

, . • .l 

• I _·r- • 
- .... t' 1l ! _f ~. 

. . 

commander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT.; 
(Commander SEVENTH .Amphibious Force) 
Commander-·in- Chief, u.s'° Fleet.; 

-corr:ma.nder SEVEN:rH,Fleet~ 

General Action Report covering operations of 
. U.S.S. COOLBAUGH (DE-217·), during the period 
~ 6 February 1945 to 18 February l945, inclusive. 

Forwarded~ 

. _p~ ,.,· -""' 

~·/ ✓~ .A--i.. f~~,.- 7-J r:..~ 

G. D Cl MORRISON, 
Assistant Chief or Staff, 

Op era t,i ons ~ 

:.. ~ ;: t : .. ~ ■ ~ t • ~ I • 

. ~ ~-,!J _~ ' . - .. : ■ 

' . _;..·~- : .. --;; . ................ '; -- • .-"'I, ' . _ 

!. ..... • \ . .. 

- .·"· .. .. • ...... ,.,,;..t. ~ I 

8-oi.112 



· 29 JUL 1945 

-·· . 

. - -Genera1 Action Report covering operations of 
···-._ USS. COOLBAUGH (DE-217), dtll'ing the period 6 · 
· "·-February- 1945 to .18 February 1945 inclusive • 

.. 

-,i l _,_. 
..... ' ~ Forwarded.e1 

, ,,.·,,"( - ,. ... . , 
": ..... : 

. . 
'r .- • • ~ ·- . ..,:.,_. 

{j "}'.>f lfJ~if. 0 
~ -

8 01112 

. . , ; 
.. _, ,.: 

·. . ' t, 
. ;\ 



·~ 
- - -. , \ 

. . . . : I . . . 
. ' 

\ --I · • 

' : .~v: -~-~~ ~L ~• •• 

.·'u. S. S. COOLBAUG-H ( D 

s 
c/o Fl \ Pea\ art1 , 

Francia cot Cal.it~ . 

, . 
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U~ S. S .. ,COOI RAU~H ( DE21 7) 
o, 0 fleet.7oat off!:e, 
San Francdaao • call.!a:rni 

. ~ rwmw, OY ApTIOl AGADtS1. fflEltt SUBllARnB - 15 FE!JBIJARY 194i 

• • ..i. ... I> 

Sound ntact • ti,-rdt els h,- tJ.s.s. COFER (A.FD-62}, ~ acnen-
ing porl t1ank ot the fom&Uon cf Tut Unit 7~?~. 1hi=h ~~ tor ~ . . .. 
~~ _ ~---:::-r:·,~:: ,;j;.,:, .. ,. - :;i ·:f•., "i.:_:: :_/'- ·'.> ,- -· ,. ·-:-: f • - - - J'. , >-:,:.: ... . ·:>--~-

·_ .::: i-: .. ' -~ .· .. . ··: ~ tn.Gtt.iel.T aft.ff tom&~ ·.u-·TVified thia v.anl di.Ne~ to·>- /flf~ 
.:}··_:: att~ .. _· Qont&c\ - &1' sdG ~ this TfUl~•l \ &botat 0S0, Q...(:.f., Una~ ;nd at.tack ·- :- .; \ ;~!~·~: · 
· .- -. -.urisd. au.\ u ehom oa \ho a~tacb94 A.5W-l ah u. nt7 . HO) nda .after- ~ ·_. . _:;.., -= :-~ :; 

-~:..,,~ .flzm..l ·t.• tir.t. hedgehog p.t~-& larg• tm$l9Wllt.Gr o.xp1caim. -.a.a .tub t~.;; :· ·~: :· ~.: :/ 
. ·. ·~: .~•::. Ott\ the' ~p-~'°,e#U.a;toil ta bo. ca.mod b7 tn. •xplosian of two or tbr badgoho_gs,. · . • · 

-~ ·.·.: a.\~~--'·<--Xmndiate!T a.tterwar4 & gre,at gubor at ~•el oil uos• to ti. sur- - · .. ·> .. . 
- ~~ ~· tate-. ·Jva;r·adiitio=l )tadgehog at\acb nr.-4&ff'U4 cnm ltith ~gatiTo reau.ta. . .. -~:.>,--
,.: .. ~"~.-r .Alihough .Gmi&ot wac loot aff6T&l U. •- U coul..4 al.1fa7$ b N&dil1 Ngaimd b · · ~ :~~- -~~ 
~ - •r • • • ~ o-aw-- d t.htt· ~stream.of" DJ.c--··OU &tlal111.. . :· ;;,(. ,·;:.~- .. ~-:._--;'!;>~,_,-:. 

· :· >'.~:; . . . :: .. ... ~:x.~ · · . .--· · < :., .. · :, . ·· -~- . . '. . : · .- / · · · ; ·· . · · -'· - · : · · , ·: · ~ .-~· .. ·~ ~ . ~~ ~:: .. ::-.; -~--~;~\f ' . 
.. . -:··(:' · : -·. · -~---:.'.-_.>-(- A\ 0920 o.c.,T°' u.·, .. Gb:nlt\ t tr eHODi• atter thl la~ ~ •~ : ~~j~~$j~ 

. ·: . tut,-._J:n&l,_ .-I~ ptnorm&l ~•lt- • cil,.atioot, undcrwatff exploai0& ~r • ; _:.. • ::. . . • . ; ~ • ~-1;~7 ·· 
. ... -.. :,;: ~--=/-.?:· ·1 -.~L~ · .. • . -_. ;_;!' ;.. ·· . -: -- :. - · . ·: ·,.< ·, ·. , . - •. - r · -~~:_. ·."•:~.J. · :· ..... ·L ~ ,. f:· 

i ·!.• -;-~ - --·. . _ . i~~~~ Six apth chu-ge .&tt.aolol •r. --thtn Clff!sd 01r1t+~ ~ut t-, ad.m\.e• · -- -·: ~-~- _ .. ~ 
.·:..,. _._~ . an-,. thl . emnd de~h ehuge :ttack, ?¥S . ~rs .ot oil o t<J the surface. · - __ , . . 

< ~.-~~ thirt.1 semnds a!ter tbs - expl.od.on of the lan eharg;. ot tbs third pattern, . ·_. · 
··'.: ·- sa im:ienater •xplce~:,a•u telt tbrougho.1'4 _ tho ahipo luult tro~ ~ -_ at• .-__ - ,. ~·:: .: 

.. ·.: · ~-~:'.rg•~~g0tr'l: .·.: : .····\,. ,_ ,,_.\: ,_:.: - ,~-,~t~::··-=-,~ ----::,·-~-,.,. -::.;?i\.::;: 1; .. ,~j'.-1. 
. -~- .. _. .... . . !);'~\i\U- thi:t &Mp bad O)mpl tttd t?a a!nb depth tb&rg• attacks ti:. .~r~ . _.- · . 
. ·~ -~ ticm _.,~«ff w U..S~So- JUAS, (Ilt-424), llhich mdp hAd boen at.anding bf• . :.: ·. · 

1'h1a lhip thm r-sturned to the tonaatioa_.. in ec.ori&D,e ldth Jrffiau.s ordan ~~ 
tle ·8oneA Qonma.ndv·to leaTCt the cont,.a,rt. t. da.rl¢ • .- . · :~1·i.~ ..... ,{ :. · .. :·, -~: ... -: -' .. ~ 1 

~ -. .. . ~-··· ; : ~,!t·: .~ ~ . . . . · . . ·~-.-:- ·.· _,' -~" .. :- ···:·-~~>. ., .,'; : · ~- - . . :~ ·: ·~~]~--S,~\ .\i: · .. :,-- . ? :--- · · . 
. ·•. >. ~;~-Sapl . ot the ~nm'. oil ~ soaked ~ in a rag u the ehip . 

_·_ .. . . pa.wNd tJrou.gb. tba 9il llak..- The• Engineering Otticer detemined thee• e;mpl.e to · •.- · · 1 

t_ be- Diesel oil. · 'fbe oil moakad rag ia b ing forwarded in a gl.Ase <:ontaine~ ttrxler 
sepu :he OOTIJ:e'.. 1'U9 to tho limited t.1.m allowed thia vessel tG star on the B<:oll6f1 . 

ti.Ira na .not taken. ·to obtain & propal" 'JD.pl4 ot tha ~!no•• oil. .... .... • .-· ··.·: 
;. . .. ; ,; • . • -~ .. _. l. . ·. ,, .' ' .· . . . ' :· . . . , . . I • ' . • • . . : ·,, _ ; •_" •.;. _. . . • ~ 

, · -.~.-; u.s~; H.AAS -(IJE-424) bu· later N!)or-t d thlt me tlhta!Md add:.ttioMl. · · · ",_1 
_axploeiOlUf ·.&w;t-pi4lced up debris tbe following mrnirg~ · . :.: ) . . · . . 1 . . . 

3 C8,r;1 
. l 

'. I 



LLOYD 
(AFD-63) 
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rn~~S) 

X 

THAT-~.cr! 
(DD-514) 
I 

( 

SC 9 
7.32 X . X SC-698 

PCE- I . /'•' ~ DYSON 

1 849 .,X --:::7-::::=-:2,:::-:15=----------~-x-~,....,,., .. ,---~x (DD- 572) 
~(------3600 yds.-----"""9 

. X 
COFER 
(APD-62) · -
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t - ! -r,.._, ____,__t -u-O · ---"'-'~ 

l5Ts 

· .·LLi.f .. Lo · C}--
. ! . • j ' j . . 

i ' • I · 
~--Q--C--------0~-· -0. ----0 . r . : ,-- . : . . 
I ' ·I \ -., I ~--{j) -----0----0 

- I . I l . . 
0 0 0,1......,- - 0---0 
I I I I . 

11~0 . ; '•---' 1 " i YDS. 9-----f~ : _er-:-_ Q . _______ r:, 
i · , -- . ·· ; · I r 
0- 0 -Q 

[ 1 · I I I · 

o r· . t---0, ___ -0 _ ; ' · , - -· I f ·. -.. - · 
0---~~0 

! ! ·. l - I f ,_ -

X 
CCOIB!JJG! 
(DE-217) 

o a o o ...o 
I f 1 I j 

O---: O-------O---·-o 1 
-I i i I ! _ : CL- .--~·. _____ o 

TASK UNTI' 78. 7 .4 
As of 15 February· 1945 
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·ANTISUBMARINE ACTION BY SURF ACE SHIP 
(ATTAGK FIRST-Then colleet data Cor thl• repoct) 

SEE:BACK OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS 

~ '"'l ·> ··•'.'~ 
.i~- . .. . .. _, ~--f 
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Range of fir3t radar contact _ ·-h••·--·-----·---- -~•H• •·-~··•----u•u••-

Ra,nge ot first visual sighting ·············-·-·· --· ·----- -·----·-···-----­
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0 . d lO knot. 
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Type radar. --·-···--- ---··- -· -•······-···-·-··· ·-·-· .. ·-----·-·-···--•• -· -
Object sighted •..•. •.•••.. -.. ___ .... .... _ . ... ....•. ..••. __ --·------·-····-··-·-· 

· Type sound gear ·-·-·······- ·Q.~l ... ......... __________ ___ ._ .. __ .. ______ _ 
Type of echo ... ........ ..... . S®.~--~- -~~l'JL ........ ____ _ 
Doppler ; ncllnalion ••• ... : .. ~a--m 94~•H -···· ....... . 
Target movement --·········e·-···--- --·----~ ··•····••u••· ··········· 
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• ✓ ... . _......__._ • .:""_· ·-·-1---· .. _:1_ .. --r-· _·_· _.;._ ..... _ ...... _--1~~--·-· _s. _,_, -----·t--~-- · _·_··_-_,_;_Ji_: __ .... _.-__ - -_ · ..:....·:r ___ .. _·_._. _·.·_- _ ._~_-- _ · ·_·.-_•_. ·_:-_. · _ ·_·- -
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Target movement _ Ern;..,__...__ili.a-_...,..Q....__ _________ _ 
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.1' ,·ANTISUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE SHIP 
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(A1TACK FIRST-:-Then collect da.u fort.hi.a report) 

SEE COVER OF PAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS · 
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.. .. 'tJ"'wn" . , ' ·. Own . - - .... c.:.. - ~ ~ ..... ~•-'-..l -~·-nEMA.RKS' :._.:_ . __ ;:_,_:,.. ___ ~..: ____ ,..-, :: . 
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At time of firing: Own colll"'3e ___ · -"-_• _ll9° T'~ .. ~ -· Own spe€-d _ __ 10.._· ~ ~ -•--- - - - ----

Range of first radar contact _ ___ .. _ ______ _ Type radar 
R.aJ2ge of first vi5ual sightin-r ____ -_. ___ _____ _ Obje<:t sighted -~~~~'......_._------~- --
R2nge of fini t sound contact 9ro' ,:dl:- Type s ound ge~ -¼"""r_1 ♦5-_1 _ ____ ______ _ 
Prqx'1ler noises - --~-- --m,:,._ _ ___ _ Type of echo r,.QO,d 1 ffl!l'1' 
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Widtih of target Target movement __Laft. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ 

~11.g-e of k~ sound contact~ 
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Depth setting . ·----· 
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\ . 
J .. . .. ,.· . 

\ ~ ._ • ' '\ • • • I f' .! • • • 
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At time of firing: Own cou~e -~·_2;;._befl_-__ T_-., ___ _ Own speed _ ____ 1__;,S __ Jmot._ . _t_► fl _ _ · ______ _ 

Range of first radar contact; ___________ _ Type radar _____ _ 
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Range a~ first sound contact 1,JSO ____ _ 
Propeller noise~ rJo 

- Doppler: Amount ~x l}tQ<ie~~-
Width of target 2 - 60 ai., lt~-~-•----~ 
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Object sight~d ---
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Type of echo Sh~(!.&r_-_;;__ ____ _ 

D . 1 • r g Coonin• - modar :to opp er me mt\.l.,on __ - -- -- -· --··· ..... o.._~---'-__;_- - --
Tnrget movement · P..1f1:l~t,. _________ _ 
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DEPTH CHARGES i _, •• Seeand.s -lrom Last Contact to Drop ol Ftn!!t c:!ur~ _ 

DEPTH CHARGE.NO. 1 
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ANTISUBMARINE ACTION BY SURFACE. SHIP 
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.ANTISUBMARINE AQTION BY SURF ACE. SHIP 
(ATTACK FIRST-T:hen coUect data for this report-) 
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:Range of :first sound contact --~--~-~-~----~---90?..:~~_i,ff_· __ _-~---=~= -~ -· . ·-Type "°und genr __ _:_: . . QC~:l~:~: _______ ~::=~=~-----:.·:_~~.:.:.::_:_· __ :.~::::.:..: 
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•. • SPECIFY TIME ZONE-USE GCT IF POSSIBLE· : ~: i ~:: r·.: f ·: ! ~ : 2 
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IlL ACTION 

D1:ns: C'HJ.1&a.u Secon<la from Last Cont.o.ot to Drop of First Cht\rge _· --------------------·-- -~ --

DEPTlf Cn~cn: N~. ":'.":········--- • ~-: • 2: .: . 3_ L 4 -5 - I 6 ' 7 · s' -8 . 10 11 , 12 13 14 
1 

15 
... .. ·---:--- ------1--- --- •1----:i----•I---- ---- ---- _______ _ 

Seeo els. afte first har . . . . ·:....- ~ :"', • - -- . . - . -- - - , ~ . . . ~ .- .. .. ~-;.,,-. _._ .. . - - . ;_ . . 
n -. r ~~ ge - it ... ~-- ·-- - - - · -- - -- -. CD- -- -- ·--- --- . -·-- - ~ - t:I.00 LW - - -- -- ------- -------~ 

Impulse clul.rgec-::-:-•-FY~---, .il __ ?S: r :-::: -~~:- -:~.-: ~~-=:-=~~-- __ ..1..~-1--- -~--~ -~ -_-_ ·- ___ _l __ __ ...l., __ -----·· ---- ·- --------
Mark of DC-:;- · ··· ;a..u. liarK 7 J . · • • · . . 'T . - · • ·"" ..:.. "'' • • • • ~ - • • • • -·· · ,. -· · · · · · · - - -

,'t .. a.rk o .. piatoiJ<~ :All: · lta,rk.· b 1·---:· : .... -: .. · --- ·-- _., __ ·.--·-- - · · • , , - ·.J-:r ::. .. _ · .,...,_ - · ...... - - . • ·· · ~- · --- . . , . . . 
~ct., ~ ~- ·: --· ~ -~~ -~ D6-and-~itS<it,-G1.uii-i~Ue d ' u:>: .!~. ··.0:. [',~;;.. ~------- .- · ~ .. :._ , ~ _- ___ n _ _ ~ _. - • _. _ _ . • _ _ _ _ .. ---·· 

"",· ·• Aecordlng.-w ·~Irt:!_·=-.;L670-l;-JTP ZlJA~-~-pat,terri,-:4 aefarig~ - •I- - . 

Ahead.Tbro.win·~~w~~po-;; .. \~--=t:}:_<-,.::~ -- ··~:< - ·_---~---. ::- -· . . . - . ·. -· -~..o..._ ·: ·:··~ · . . . - ··-• ~ -_ \;·:·~_·r 
:AJS_~i:~to;~y~;;: ;~· _· :~:~tif .:.~~k+-~; .. _i_~~~;.,==~,.)'llfi~.~ .~ ·: ~=~=-~~~,c,;~::=_c~.'.~~~'C:':···~~~=~~;~,,;~ " 
P.roJ ect.ilea:.. Number_ . _l\f ru:k_ ~ ................... =---r~~~·~--=---- Fuse. Mark ----------------- ___ -~--~ ~· ---· ______________ _ 

_ ; __ _ 

~::: r..:..:~~~; ~r .. ~rr; r,71} 1-::.;;; l;i'?.:rr::~;~:~: ~.--, -~ - . ' ~ · 

· L"/j4 :·7 :::: ;•~~ :;_,~_t to- -;., ; ~·:.r ,._.~~;r~·: '!=,~ l~' ':.~,:~ ~ ... ~--~,~ 

_. ~: - .'- ~ .-: <po r~n-; ! i", -.- ~ 
.. ..;i, .&....I\......, - "wl_.. .. J .. ... \.. 'i ...... 

., ◄ '·"' :. ,.:.~~ .-- •. •· ,1.: '-!r 
.· ., ~~r:.. •.. ~rr.:~ ... ;: ... -;, 
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t t JI / r,n~1f,i!tt'T''I uN1TEo sTATEs FLEET 
_ t,iJ N ! Vi. fi ii4$A.OOUAftTERS OP: THE COMMANDER IN ous:..-
CONFIDENTIAL NAVY DEPARTMENT 

~ICTOKY 
f BUY 

1.,11111,tliD 

~Aii 
.dUND:S 

~ 
WASHlNGTQN 25. O. C. 

Incident Bo. 7773 

ANA~:iI3 OJ' All'I-~OBMA.BINE AC'?IOB Irr USS COOLBAUGH (DE-217)" 
_ - -. . · '.· ~~~_ .. :· -~· - _ ~ .~ ~ .. :s·.~ USS~ (DJ.{-424) , ._ .· ·_. 

Enqlia,me~t_-~-~ .:.~~ ~ ~-~ i ~ ~ -~.-; ~A/S s~reen . -~::- , 
~1me-;.;.-~;;;.· •• :.; •• .:~ •• -; ... .;. ••• 0805 OCT-, 15 February 1945 

·. Poa1t1on.,o. .... ~ •••••• ~ •••• ~.ll-14.i/l2l.-21E · · ,- . --

. ,. 

:~· _,_ . ·-:_ Ve&ther cond1.t1onsso •••••• .Clear-; rtsib111ty excellent; ae& . --~ .. -
.· : : : F" :-;_. . . \-: •. < ·, · - · ' : · ., · . -~ . ... ·, -._;; ,,;::: · i, . · -, .... am.ooth; wi.Ild rorce 2 . 
: , ~ ~- ).),.~· .... . \ , .... --~f-~\. : • r'. . •. r = • ~ ,. _ .. "'; J""t~.~_,, . ,. ~~- _:. "' : ' : • . -~ • r~H : \... .. ~ .. f . ... ~ 

.-f:frt"\·: ~~~:rr!:cf~=i-~~--b;::::::~~n:~~ -;-: ~\:·' ~-.. · ·-\ .. :.f.\~-.-~.\: .. i.:_( _:_. _--._.;:.·-i,;_ .. _ ... -.. :~_~_::_/:. 
l " ;,'fiJ ',,-~• ; ,:j:::. l?n"nn>a ' •• , " • • -• • - • •' • 900 "ft"'::t-...:1• .,-l •, - " r•s -- " . - ~ 

· - - . ~ ~ :--,- ~ ,!, , ~ ·: r : J.\ . ~~ o • ,o.-. • • o • • • • • ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ e · ,.~ '-'-'Gt . , : :.· . .._ _ : . ~: • : _ 

· :~::>J.~_,,r >. ·- :_•< ·.So.na.i-- -cond..it1ona,. ....... Ct- •••••• Good - ~. --. --- ·.::,_"- .~ . .. · : · -~ --~~·,:·~k-·>~~ - : . •-- .- .. 

·.,·{; .u~>.•·I~ .. ,.,~ '4.attaci;.is-.,;.. ......... 24 .'.S:: . .- , ·r;'. -· ~-~t?\·.·~·tr{:_::, 
-,\J~~{'..:D{lf ~~-- ~~;:·~~-A;-~~,i~t.t~~;J::;_:;:.)tJ:,t.;:..~-;,;··~: 11;~~ i._; :· .:~-~~- \::: ,;l-.:~:t2::)~~•~I~~~r.:~· 

• . 1 ,;./-!f'.~~- ,1 :.:· ...,::-·?·-:-i';/•"' (a) .,.~- contaet vaa first ms.do . by COJ'XR (APD-:-62).. : ~ . .._ 0
· ·: .,, •• " . _..: . -

:·-t:.;;~t.t~,t;,.\:·i\immadiateJ.x-. ai'ter c9ntact was TBl'ified COOLBAUGH 11as directed}.-: . 
~;-t/q~·l:f/:i<.-~.:·.;i_'.~{to -attack.~'!~cooLBAUGH ma.d& "first hedgehog e,ttack at 1712 ·.·r/· ~~- : 
:,-;~!~~~~·!:\::_: ~,;~_"/;t::{ ("-~ -.t-......,.··-9·)- 15 "Cl-.b~cD1'1'V' . ~1,waio"~ ~Au~d 2· O seconds ·<-/}: ·:.~ 
~ -t .,,.-,,\,: ; __ l ... ~.~ . ~ i - ,_" -MU~ .£1..1.J.J,Willi) ,II; t.,. .-~- ti • .:.Ab" ~ ~ ""'"- "="' A .f. u . . . . . ) 

:~'.i;;'~~J-\\:·.~·-_-}( ~ :t1rillgo-:.~--.A. large amount of 011 rosm -to . tbJJ aurfacetet- ·':, ~ :)L· __ ·1 

:·-~~f.~ . .{-::· .·: ~· .,. __ ~· .. .:.~Fom- e.dd1t1ona1 hedgehog attacks vore cal"ried out with nega~ --~·:·_· .. 
-_ :·_. ·..: :.~!) ·\,: "/:>.:tint re1&1tltao- · About 20 s.econd.s after last hedgehog attack,,. ~·---:./~ ~: 

, ,· :--i-~:,:/·:f) .. · \ ;·{engina room perafJnnel.:relt diatillc-t UDiierva.tar- explo:Jion .. . ~ -~:-~-.,-- ; 
• • • • ~ ~ ~"f~ .. E>· .. ·. ., ' !~c) .. -· .. ~r l~, - . -~.·:,~'..a-~:.:_/•'. ";'· r ·;: . -_·.,;. __ , r,,!"<); ~.__ "' ' , . _. ,- :, '.·:·; .. · > < < ,t:- : ... -' . .. ~:<?, -··\ ~i :.~ - _:, r·- .~. -=-... :: ;~)~~- . 

, · ~- -~~ /}./.: _.:_, :_/!I!/f.i< (b) au: depth cha%tge atta·cn were then carried cut.,About . . · ~->\:\,~ _r 

.- .. +:~~~ .. ~~r.-);~--. •>t?tvo mirµltsa·-a£ter> ·the second depth· charge .attack: nev gushes. -· :··-~--i- . 
·. -·. ~.Jf~~ ~;~. ~ j~;\of · oil came to the- aur~ace... About 30 seconds after exp lo- ·--r?··i ; . 

-~ ·i.~i:~~;-·. --~\/:.aion er the la.at charge o-K tbe t.h.i.?td pattern, an ttnderwater' 1 ~~ .'-J _ 
, ~ . •· i,'~j~ ,- -- :: ._._ .-~:~.exploa1cn lf&a fe~t . throughout the ship.. Reaulta of .rurthe:t" ·· .--.{ t 
~-.... ~.i_:/·f·· -:>- :.-<. ;.,-?~.;atta.CU -vsre-llSgatiV&:.- !fhe~ la.at attack was 1UJ.de at. 1929. · _.: --:.~.l r, 1 

i ·.-~:- _.,',;,.::,-.~ .. t::·:-::,;. <.}\.rl\;.:--i{-: ··. ·---~--.:!~~-·-.,<:<"' .. ,··.·-:: : .· -·., -::~=.·:·'.\F r.~tt ·'-:•1 :.·!it.·:_·:·-•:·' :,,.:,:.c :• •'.,·•--•·t· -~ --' _ ;--;.-, :,;?:\.·.,::'..,. --~-;, .. 1, .. :':··,. _. . .-.~.,:7~};~~_j i- .1 

· · ·<IJ£:\- :·;: :j~f~:~t~ i;a~;en:!~~~oo yo~~r;:n!g ~i~~i;:~1~:~1,1; 
.~ --'~"- .": .' ', '.r. . .. :·:--.·:,,- _·: :. , . . -.·-:·. \". . ·-: --··· _.-_·. ·_ -:_-.. •":• . ...,:~.~ - ~'f-:::=-~.:.:-·_,.':',~, .:,--..;~·_:_;7;_;';_~~--:_'~r;,·.; ._.}~~~;,il -?: 
j ·,-/·_.'.:.- ."· . . :, .·· ,,- :. ·_. (d} RAA3 commenced attacks at 19~0. Target shoved .little-.·-,.n.-~~-

~~. :- ~--_.-.t;· -~- ·. _,. ·:.·-;;_ .; ol't no m.ovement and -was apparentl'! on the bottom. seven -• . -"" j J~-:· .. 
) - ·.·.~·-· ~ _~_depth eharga- and .siX hedgehog attacks vere ·conducted. • .Two ·:1 7:~-

I. ~·~ <.··. ,• . -:··~?ve~·severo under-water explosion:rwere--felt one hour and 33 -,/.~ ··_ 
' .. --~.-... , . -~· _ minute~ a.fter third del)th charge attack. ·011 was rising to · / _- ; 

j · · ·· · , the surface dm-i.ng all of these attaeka '" At 0715 debris and -~ ·.- ~-
. l · · ·. great quantities of brown colored oil liere sighted rising 
f , - : · -.. · · · : : at the scene or the at"t;acks. Boat was lowered to recover ; ·, 
1 

. - · . ' · a.amples of debris. At 1200 contact -,ras abandoned. · -
.. - ,._.,,t :..-

. , EVALUATIOlf OF -TARGE~ .. 

(a} P~obablo vreck. ,· 
f 

' · r . . 
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.>MI NCH FILE 

· Plotting ,;aoom~ 

OPINIONS 

I 
·, ' .. \ 

· ,j, • . ' . , . "' • . 

· . ... ;·- ~--:-- Whl.1o a n,:ra.1 Jap. U-Boata ll.ero estimated 1n general. 

BUY 
....... ~(II .,. ...... 
)VAR 
lS01"DtS 

area o£ _the above attacks,. . there 1.s no tracking information · 
-which 9an be associated ·due·otly .with thaaa incide.nta •. 

,· llydro~ no information of any reek in vicillit7 or Incident 
. :: 7773,. a1th.ough this 13 not concluaiva aa wruek: informs.t1on 
·: '·: u;.~nat complete, in these waters.: . ·. } .. , 

.. ,. . . ./ .,, , 1/;j"': I.;. : --- ► • • • ' ~:. .... • 'I' . • • ...· ,., - ... 

•·-~ C~nding'.ott1e~; ~3 caoIBAuGBf:·:· · · ~- --
. ► -~ . . .!, : ; --~ ~ ~ ·, .,. .. • • •• ' J • ' . ,.:---. ·:. ' ' ~ : : J . .. . ' ,t . C'► • ~ .. 

-~ -~~,~'- . . .,! •• :_ .. { · •· _·· · .• au~ins- aunk.-' ·':·- ·_·,_ \t ::~.:/T·· .. , . < :·:~~ .: ·... -:,. ;.., ~~ -~ ·~.,. •· -: ~ .. ·· . 
· . ::..·:: ... -~- \ COlll!!nd1!!a_. 9;rr1eer lJ33 HAAS, 

:-. . ~~--{~<~ . •·. -.. :.:~·\.£:'}/-'f ',•• ·<1.l:•:, ·..:... ~.· ;,~ ,- ,~ ,~~ '. ;:•,:- :':'J .. ,· ·- ,. ___ ., ,•,, . ' 
>-·•, · · · ·,> -..'.r- ft.•' ,, '~1..- ·. Sn'bmal91n.O UJ1k..., ., ,.' :·-·· . • ! . .. 

. _( ~~ -'·. -f J~:tr-"'.' . , ;;- le; \; :-. · ;c,\ · 1 : · ,,;_ -. - ::'.:-"._·:: • '. ~--:, . __ : ' ; -'. ·· . : .• 

· ·~i~-·: - ·-~-<-~·:/ract1e~l ~1p1.s· Ottice.1.9.< -· ·~:_ . : . . . . _ 

" . ~ ., ,, . .. ;r - ~ .... -.. _:_ ~. 
,. ... -· ... 

\ .... ... ',- ' \, 

.. , ► • 

• .. 4 : ~- • , • - ,I .~ ,. , 1 · • .'-II '". • } r - . • , • • -~ ,: , , • 'l..,.~ '- 1 

)?:f~::·:---~~:<f~:;:\f:~'.? ./: It::··1s-~bslic~d that. both vea~~l: vere at~cking a 
--: ~··.-'" . · :=-~·wre-ck :1n .6Q f'athoD!- or 11ate2-. In G00LBAUGH's.attacks the 

.• r _, . -~-,-\illusion· o~. target. motion vas. apparently caused by recorder, · 
· · }· · . - ·· -casna.lty. ~-·,_ ~~ absenco o:f doppler and -DRT plot indicates 
. ··~:;/_·::,_ ·· . <·." ta.1-get . aa·. atat~OD417 .. _,··Debris :resulting f'rom attacks. con- . 

_ ·· :::' ~ .auted ·o~. fn&l oil-.· gasoline~ pieces ·of unidentifiable vood - -~---· 
..._ 

7 .>~ · · ·' ._---~ <,-and a 11o-oden. f1d .. _: -A 1"1d -would be -standard equipme,nt ot ' . s .' •• • 

· ::~: Bttrface ~•els ·- b.ut·. 1t,- 1a ·not believed that a submarina •· _ .. . ~:,-

i, :~ .'. - .-','.t_it:~~i~-.(::t~~~~tt= ;::;-r~\~?f~: :/?{:~r\:-.·;:· ~-r'::<\:>;·· c·;::_:·?<;} ·_~--)-1 :/ · 
· /· ~ '~\ ::~_ ;-~:'r :_: · .. · Commanderj:, ·SEVEDTH· Fleet reports that an enemy des~ · ' /i 
._- -~ tl!oyel" vs.a sunk by aircraft in position ll- 30li/121-·30E.. · .· .:: ·: 
,_; ... ~ --pos·~tion is approximately 20 m.ilea. away,. but the· _·.fact - / , 

T -- ; !; " • 
... ► ,_-r 6 

. . ' .... ... 

1? that the- position is 11rounded ort" and -waa also .determined 3 i 
'by ·a~cra.ft. vould indicate that it ~ould quite possibly 

·· - have. been tha target at~cked by HAA3 snd COOIBAUGH... It 
·. · 1s therefore ~-commended that this incident be assessed 

.--~I - ~argot not. .. subcar1na. ~ .. .. .-. ... _, __ 
l f .. '1 • 
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"_ 2=~=E=-SS-=A=:;;~=E================N=AV=Y=DE=P=A=RT=M~E=k=·l==-========= 
O'AAFTEA EXTENSION NUMBER UDOR.ESSEES 

--
ASTERISK (•) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE 

FROM c2:: 7TH :FL:r' . . 
::z: 
0 

COMitCH REtEASED BY ~ 
u 
,c( 

:J-945 
, cc 

DATE .-,h r'L'\RCH 0 
-? ~- . .... 

r, 

TOR CtJDEROOM 

% USS H..4.AS 
DECODED BY . 0 USS COOLBAUGH .... 

< GQMCORTDIV 77 PARAPHRASED :E 
0: BY 0 
~ 

:: , 

ROUTED BY 
UNlUS OTHERWISE lMDIC,UED THIS DISPATCH Will BE TiAHSMITT£D WITH OHERRfD PRECEDENCE ANJ iS AOMIHISTiATlYE. 

~ 

~ 

250255 NCR 5210 

ORJGINATUtt FILL IN DATE ANO TIME: TJME 

• I ' . 

01' OUTSO IMG DISPATCHES PLEJ.S! LE.AH .ABOUT ONE INCH CLUA. SPACE BUOllE B(GlHNlHG TUT 

COM 7TH FLT SENDS ACTION COMINCH nrFo R!\AS COOLBAUGH 
COMCORTDIV 77. 

I • 

REF YOUR 202215. 

NO S.l\.MPLES OF DZBRIS HELD BY COM 7TH FLT., HAAS H..ll.S 

BEEN ORDERED TO FORWARD ANY SAMPLES DIRECTLY TO YOU .. 

ENEMY DESTROYER SUNK BY AIRCR.PtFT ON 24 OCTC3ER LAT 

T 
Make origlnnl o,nly. Deliver to Code Room Walch Officer In s>erson. (See Art. 76 (.t) N .\ '\-RF.GS.) 

OJ 1 KAV-:-WCH .. tt; 

_ , 

I 

PRECEDENCE 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

DffiR-R-Eih 
.J.J.J--1~.;...I 

-

PRJOR!TY 

ROUTINE 

~BIRMP 

If OPERATIOHAL 
CHECK BELOW 

□ 

2 

J 
4 

5 
6 ' 

7· 
8 
9 

JO 
JI 
12 

13 
14 
1.'i . 

--

16 

17 

18 

JD 
GCT 20 

ACTION 21 

F-0 
---------
F-01 

F-02 

F-05 

F--07 
; 

F-1 

F-2 
-

F-20 --
F-3 

T-30 

F-31 
-

F-32 

F-33 

,F-34 

F--4 

no1 

FX30 

FX37 
--i--

lFX40 
1-

IG---00 
-- ~- -
VCNO 

22 

23 
2-t 

2.5 
2·5 

27 
28 _-, 

29 
30 
31 

32 

33 
34 
35 

36 

37 

38 

39 
40 

41 
42· 
43 
44 
45 
46 
41 
48 
4g 

50 
St 

52 
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-D~I I 

HAAS 24 
Heading': · 

S-4513 . 2¢2215 
,. . ,. ·t 

I 
DUE POSSIBILITY,TARGET· ATTACKED BY COOLBAUGH AND HAAS ~N 

\... 
' .... 

'\ 

. . l .· - . 
15 FEBRUARY WAS }WRECK REQUEST SAMPLES OF DEBRIS RECOVERED 

. 
~ 
l . : ::: •• 

1 
~ ~ ·, ., . 

! From: 
i ·· 

BY HAAS TOGETHER WITH ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING WRECKS .. . ,, . . ·! . ,, ), ·., ·-, · 
IN v,1.CJNITY ,.BE _,rRWARDED DIR1CT TO GOMtNCH .. X 

RDO._LEYTE PASS ACTION COM SEVENTH FLEET 
-~ ~ ,:;; 

X 

INFO ARE,USS COOLBAUGH AND USS HAAS 
. . , tt (. 
~ . . . . ,1 

COMI NCH SENDS :.):{ 
. : .. J,r--.. '-.:. ~ . . · • .• ; _i,.· 
.... . ~-· •... • f 

-x 

.,; ·~~·.:;r.·.·:~ ~,~ . ~ ' . ; . t 
• ,'ir " , 1 

·_ ~-, 1 . ~ 
~ i 

( 

TOR/1'801 /GEG 
.. . \ 
- . ~ 
t -~ 

COMINCH Odgin.atcd by: 

! ·} Action To: 
. COM· 7TH FLEET -

Deferre-.-~~ ..... RadilJ-_ .....L.J..L~-

Routin Visua...____ _ _ __ 

j 
. j 

Information 1'o:: .. HAAS 

t'nlt 'Unit Colt Unit Capt Con\lll" Eng. Gun Comm 
-~--- ~--

Priori tr Mai}gm __ ~ 

/ · ; COOLBAUG~ 
t 

Exec Gun Eng. ht Lt. Sply Torp -Comm 0 .0.D. )leu Com sy CQ~C Yeo 
.....,,..._ -

I 

r~ ~ Jf~, ~ :) / ~ (': •: ,',"I' :' • • 

;) ~-:_~ ~; .~ ~: .. (j \·. ;~ ·-, ~: r 

Released by: 

Restrictcrlu-__ _ 
Confidentia,___ __ 
Secrc 

--
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f'JLE No.DE-4 24 ( WGT ) / Al 6-J 

USS HAAS (DE 424) 
f' LEET POST OFFICJr; 

San Francisco, C~. 

( 
5 1897 

30 Mar ch 1945 
SEJUAL, NO. 021-44 

F.rom: . 
: To: 

-Reference: 

' t f . 

Commanding Ufficer~ 
Commander in Chief~ u. S . F.L ee;t, 
Assessment Camm.it.tee . 

-- ·(A) Comi~ch Dispatch 202215 s 

... 

. , · ~><~ -· l;) .Samples of debris received by USS HAIB (DE- 424) 
; .. ·.aiter attacks on submarine on 15 February 1945, latitude 11° 
·-_12' _. nor~h, longitude_12l 0 2l'easte ~ _ 

-· -- . . i 
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· THE JOINT ARMY-NAVY ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE . : 

E NAVA . RCH - P ING SS S . 
DURI G ORLD AR II BY LL CAUSES . 

FEBRUARY 1947 

B~ F. QAVALCANTE 

, ... . flt S;al1 ., lh1 Suplrlaludant ti D1eum,nl!, II. S. GmtnmuS PrfnU111 Offlu, 
Wnaln&IU 15, D. C. • ~ 7; UIU 
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F o · R E WORD 

r: , 

s 
{ ·l,· in January 1943 the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, and Comm,ander-in-Chief, U.S. N'o.vy agreed that the formation of a joint cozmittae to assen 
\.;i: enemy Na.val and merchant shipping losses during World War II would be desirable. !ccordingly the JOINT J.RllY-N!VY .lSSESSllENT COh'.MITTEE wa·s ap­
!,;r' pointed tor this pur_;osa, _ Th.is committe_e conai3tad of :reprasentative;s of the Navy, the irmy, a_nd the A.rmy Ur Forces, with a: joint .lrmy-Ravy 
•t~:. -· noreta.riat. The peltinent paragraph o! the Joint Army-Navy directive forming the Ccmmittea 11 quoted a , . · _ 
,.>, : -

I 
.- . 

. . . 

..... :.· 
!} . .; . 
lj,-, .. . 
,,; ·.,.. .. _ 

., ,.,,, ... 

: .. , . 
·.,! , 
•1 

"By agreement between Chi.at' of Staff' and Commander-in-Chief, a Ccmmittee comprised of 4 Navy and 3 J.rmy members is 
appointed to meet !rom time to time at tha call of th~ senior ~ember to s~udy and evaluate reports of lose or dB.lll.-
age of enemy Naval and Uarchant V:esseb trc:m all causes, except thooe caa&li ~onsidered by the inti-Submarine War-
fare J.seeasmant Committee or the Otfioe or the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet; Findings- ot the .lnti-Suhtarina War­
tare J.ssessmant Committee will be included in the overall evaluation of enemy lossai ,rithout further review. Period- , 
io reports ot the Committee "'dll b•e a1.lbmittecl j~intly to the Chiet of Start i-nli OCliMlander:...in-cbiat". • 

Soo.roa used by the Canmittee tor ccmpiling information w Japanese vessel leases have inoluda'd the !ollowings · 

Prisoner ol War Reports 
Captured Enemy Documents 
United States ,e.nd Hlied Intelligence Sources 
Naval Shipping Cont rol Authority for Japanese 
J._ riyoshi.· •a Final List (Japanese) 
A,riyoahi 18 List {Japanaaa}. 
Shipowners I Liat ( Japanea~) 
Ne.val llinistry List (Japanese) 
United States Mino Warfare Rtport 
United States and .Allied !cticn Summariem 
United States Photographic Intelligence 
United States Strategic Bombing Survey Reports 

" 
'!"no aeaeu11ent ct loese 1 unanimously 'agreed to by all maxnbars of the oanmitt e 1 a re liatad on the following pa.ges11 Thay incl.ude·g 

(a) ill Naval vessels known or believad to have been l ost. 
{b) .111 merchant vesseb or 500 or more groas tons kno-wn or oolieved to have betn lost11 

A negligible namber of ·vassels h~ve not been saeased baoa.usa or i.nsu.tfiaient in!ol'114,tion aa, to the cauo ot lons 1r 

i r.\ . ~ 
~--~:-:· :) ltbntUJ 1947 
t ... ~t' ' ) 

! -i : ~ ·r 
: _i1 -: ·. · 

J· 

11 
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-------·- - ---- ~ ..... .-.... - . ·-

Standard 
-~ Na.me or Vest1el 1.rP!? or Vee!el Tonnage Location :P'lag or A.sent. !l~ ot Agent A1!ee8eme nt 

Januarr 31 194~ . m!E Destroyer 21100it 22-;0N, 120-00E United St aten Army Aircraft Sunk Ya 

,~ VeeeJ!Jle ,4,nc,4 

February 11945 TRA..~SPOOT NO 115 Ta.nk Landing Ship 1,oooe 20-00N, 121--00E · United states Army Aircraft Sunk 
2 COAST DEFENSE VESSEL Frigate 800e 4-.32N, l04-30E United states Submarine SUDl: 

NO 144 . 
7 RO 55 Submarine 889 15-27N, 119-25E United States Surface er a.rt Sunk 
7 COAST DEIBNSE VESSEL Frigate 800 12-04N, 109-22E United Statae Submarine Sunk 

NO 53 
9 r 4.1 Subtnar1ne 2,212 18-50N,. l21-40E United Sta.te e Submarine Sunk 

11 RO 112 Submnrine 525 18-53N, 121- SOE . Unitod Statoe Submarine Sunk 
12 RO 113 Subme\:rlno 525 19-lON, 12l-2JE United States Submarine Sunk 
14 COAST DEFENSE VESSEL Frigo. te 800a 34-4BN, l25-59E United Statee Submarine Sunk 

NO 9 I 

14 SPECIAL SUB1,~ARINE CHAS~R Spe~ial submarin~ Ch4oer 1000 8-2os, 115-45E United Sta.tea Submarine St.wk 
NO 4 

14 SPECIAL SUBMARINE CHASER Spe cial Submarine Chaser lOOe s..2os, 115-45E United States Subma.rlne Sunk 
NO 114 

16 UARIU Special W.lnola7er no 32-lOH, 135-54! United S~tee S nbTl\!lr ine Sunk 
17 TRANSPORT NO 114 Tank Unding Ship 1,ocoe 2J-04N, 120-J0E United Statee Army Aircraft Sunk 
17 COAST DEFENSE VESSEL Frigate 750a JJ-5:nt, 1J9-43E United States Submarine Sunk 

NO 56 
20 - NOKAZE Deetroyer 1,;00 12-48N, 109-J SE United Ste.tee Submnrine Sunk 
2.3 S01!~.~RINE CHASER NO 35 Submarlne Chaser 440 10-15H, 107-JU: United States ·Army .Aircraft Sunk 
2:3 !AKU Frig!tU 9006 12-39N, l09- 29E United Ste.tee .Submarine Sunk 
24 RO l.9 Submarine 965 32- 40N, 132-33E United States Submar ine I Sunk 
25 I J.70 Suboorine 1,470 22-45N, 141- 27E United Statoe Sur.face Craft Sunk 
25 no 4) Submarine 965 25-0?N, 140-19E United statos Navy Carrier- Sunk 

Baned AircrAft 
25 SHO!tAN Frigah 900a 17-0Slf, 110-0lE United States Submarine Sunk 
26 I JM Submar ine 1,479 24-43N, l40-3?E United States llav, Carrier- Sunk 

Bo.aed Air cra!t 
21 VeMeln 18,631 

~rch 11945 l'ANAZURU Torpedo Boat 527 26-l?N, 127-35E United States Navy Carrier- Sunk 
Bnsed Aircraft 

1 TSUBAYE Spec .id Mlnelayer 450 24-2JN, 124-12E United Stateo Navy Ca.rrier- Sunk Ap . 
Baaed Aircraft 

2 TRANSPCJRT NO 143 Tank Landing Ship l,OOOe 23-35H, 121-35t United statetJ Amy Aircraft Prob&bl1 sunk 
3 HARJO t111'cell.!!noou!! Aux111arr '4,oooe 18-l0N, l09-40E Australia Mine • Sunk 
4 SUB~!ARWE CHASER NO e Submarino Cbnser 290 4-04N, 100-35E Great Britain Submarine Sunk 

*Probable Agont •-p 

,. 22 .· 
~ 
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