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It was a January evening in 1942 and I was enjoying a few
hours at home before returning to my ship which was snugly berthed
at the State Pier at New London, 35 miles away. My ship, The
" U S S Barbet (AMc38), was a 98 foot cqastal mine sweeper, and
at last she was fully operational assigned to the protection of
the eastern entrances and approaches to Long Island Sound. We
had commissioned in Boston in September and we had shaken down
at Yorktown on the Chesapeake in October. Our final fitting
out was completed at the Norfolk Navy Yard and from there, in
November, we had proceded northward to our present duty station
at New London. |

My life as prospective commanding cfficer while the ship was
building at Ipswich, Mass. and then during the fitting out and
training phases had been pleasant and full of interest. The
war lurked like a storm cloud on the horizon during those days
when we read of the Nazis tangling with the Russians. As summer
waned into fall, the clouds loomed higher and blacker on éur own
horizons though still somewhat remote, until, from an unexpected
direction, the lightning struck at Pearl Hafbor.

I shall never forget that Suﬁday afternoon of December 7th.
'Again, the Barbet was reposing alongside the State Pier at New
Iondon, while my family and I were enjoying a congenial party at
the lovely o©ld colonial home of some very dear old friénds. In
an instant our world -had changed and we realized deep down inside

that if we survived at all the world as we knew it would never agan
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- be the same.

Life aboard our minesweepers was filled with a new meaning.
Now as we swept for mines from 20 miles off Moﬁfauk Point in to
the Race, there seemed a very real possibility that we might
sweep up or detonate one. On those w{nter days when the north-
west gales howled across Block Island Sound, we were now fighting
a double war, one against a possible shadowy enemy lurking below
the surface and the other against the freezing seas which swept
our decks and frosted rails and rigging<ﬁith salt sea ice.

The lurking enemy was not far off. One afternoon we received
an urgent call to recover our sweep geaf and procede to a pos-
ition some 20 miles off Montauk to rescue:the:crew.of the tor-
pedoed Norwegian tanker "Norness." This mission evolved into an
exciting race with a slightly larger and faeter Coast Guard Cutter
dispatched on the same mission. We had a running start on her.

It was obvious that at some point approximetely at tﬁe location
of the wreck - she would catch up. But who would reach the
survivors first? '

Our diesel exhaust was blowing doughnut.smoke rings andcauar
400 HP Cooper Bessemer worked at its utmost. Ahead I could see
the bow of the torpedoed ship fllled with air pointing vertically
to the sky like a giant nun buoy and nearby the life rafts carrylng
the survivors. Astern the Coast Guard was closing rapidly.

Suddenly our laboring engine stopped and in moments we were
wallowing in the seas. A frantic call to the engine room revealed
an air bind in the fuel system.

Ray Pierzalowski, our engineer officer, cleared the fuel line

in record time, but as we again got under way the cutter was taking

aboard the survivors.
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'To the victor belongs the spoils. The cutter promptly headed
back to base. We were delegated to remain in the wvicinity of the
derelict bow until further orders for the purpose of warning off
any ships that might collide with this menace to navigation. Many
long, long, hours of rolling in a 1umpy‘sea tried our patience
and endurance until the blessed message of release at last came
throuéh the next day.

Qur normal schedule of operation fell into a regular pattern.
The four sweepers operated in pairs. The schedule called for 24
hours out and 24 hours alongside., The ﬁarbét mostly operatéd with
the Dominant and the Brambling operated with the Accentor. We
would leave the peir after an early breakfast'and stream our'sweep
gear in the Race. We swept for three types of mines.

First, there were moored mines to sweep for. The gear for
the operation resembled in principle that used in commercial
fishing. The sweep wire eqguipped with cutFers lead from a reel
type deck winch over the‘side and was extended outward by use
of an otter, a sort of water kite with inclined vanes, which,

as the vessel moved ahead kited the sweep wire out away from

the ships side. The depth of the outer end was controlled by a
?orpedo—shaped float from whcih was suspended a pennant of the
éé;ired4len§th. The inboard end was pulled vertically downward
by a depressor which was similar in principle to the otter but
with vanes horizontal to give it a verticle action. This gear

was heavy and cumbersome tc handle as the vessel rolled scruppers

under in a winter gale,
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AMc 91 Accentor, a unit of the coastal class in June 1945,
in the early war years for inshore work.
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We also swepﬁ for magnetic mines. This posed a dual problem.
First, the vessel had to be rendered magnetically neutral so as to
not detonate the mine with her own magnetic field. To neutralize,
o degauss her, she had three ﬁorizontél electric béils. One ringed
the forward section of the ship, another the after section, and
the third and largest ringed the engine rooms in the midships
section with a slight overlap on the forward and after coils.
The current to these coils could be‘carefully adjusted to pre-
determinal settings. Periodic calibrations were made at shore-—
side facilities, with the ship's head on different magnetic head-
ings to revise the dial settings as required to compensate for
changes in the magnetic character-.of the ship. Barkbet was of
composite construction, wood planking over steel frames, and
this apparently created problems for the degaussers. I Ffirmly
suspect that most of our magnetic sweeping was, in fact, accom-
plished with our own keel.

The equipment, however, which was installed for magnetic
mine sweeping was quite formidable. A large diesel electric

plant, of considerably more horsepower than our main propulsion

engine was housed in an engine room just forward of the main

engine room. The power was transmitted aft to our "Magnetic
Tail"” which consisted of two electrical condﬁctors of consider-
ably different length which were towed astern. The insulation
of each conductor was stripped off for.a;;;; feet at the end so
that the current passing between these electrodes created the

desired magnetic fied. These cables, of course, extended several

. * . .
hundred feet astern. They were seized together for the length of
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the shorter cable and supported along thei full length with sponge
type floats..‘On the fantail we carriéd a verticle axis reel winch
upon which the "magnétic tail® was reeled up when not in use.

Our third form of sweep was for accoustical mineé. For this
we had a diaphragm-type sound box whicﬁ was lowered over the
bow on a substantial A frame. The sonic vibrations which this
equipment emitted were designed to reach far enough ahead of
the ship so that an accoustical mine would be detonated at a
safe distance. Fortunately, we never encountered one.

Cur typical operating plan, then, after leawving the State
Pier, was to activate all of the equipment in the vicinity of
the Race. We would then procede past Cerberus Shoal and Montauk
to a predetermined point 20 miles off shore from Montauk. There
we would nmake a wide swing around and return to the Race where
we would recover all cur gear. We would then spend the night b
patrolling, sometimes between Blo¢k Island and Montauk and at
other times in the vicinity of Watcthill Passage or the Race.
At daylight we would rendezvous with our sister sweeper between

Montauk and Block Island to sweep to the Race and thence procede

back to the Pier.

The Dominant was difficut to work with. Her skipper was an
ex—meréhant marine officer who was as independant as a hog on ice.
Thisbmay be a commendable trait in some ways but when manifested
in teotal lack of cooperaticn. it could beéome burdensome. As an

example, he radioced the base one morning for help. He reported

that he was aground and needed a tow to get off. Further inquiry
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revealed that instead of patrolling the previous night he went into
Great Salt Pond on Block Island. All hands turned in for a good
nights sleep and some time during the night the ship dragged/%nto
the mud.

Not long afterward our two ships were assigned to a routine
24 hour sweep and patrol. We were to rendezvous midway between
Block Island and Montauk for our inward sweep before returning to
the "Barn".

Barbet was on station as dawn began.to.light the sky and the
surrounding sea, The wind was fiesh out of the east with a lumpy
sea running. As daylight brightened we scanned the horizon but
Dominant was no where to be seen. We tried to raise her on the
radio and finally at long last succeeded. She reported she was
near Montauk Point with her rudder out of action.

We swung down on a westerly course with the wind and sea
rolling us along. Scoon we could see her ahead wallowing and
rolling in the trough. Our crew already had broken out heaving
lines and prepared our 5/8" sweep wire for towing.

As we approached we could see that the situation was becoming
critical because of the rate of drift of the high sided wvessel and
the proximity of the lee shore.

We ranéed alongside to windward and sent over the heaving
line. This was received and the end of the sweep wire taken
aboard. But then in their hurry aboard Dominant they allowed the

wire to run away from them and drop into the sea,
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Quick action was required as we were drifting closer and closer
toward the breakers which were pounding on the rocks of the point.
I brought Barbet around and decided this time I would come down
wind across her bow. A power vessel backing dowr. will hang with
her stern to the wind, and hangin§ thus we would allow them more
time to receive and secure the towline.,

This time it worked but still we were not clear., Our 400 HP
engine and sweep cable were not adequate to haul our tow to wind-
ward away from danger. 2and so, we headed south in the trough of
the sea. We literally skinned by the end of the point before
reaching the safet& of the open sea.

Slowly, painfully, we clawed to windward to gain sufficient
offing before we could finally come round on a northerly course
and at long last bring our tow back to base. We were a little
late getting in that day.

We were late another day.

On some occassionsocur sweepers would operate singly, and so
it was with us oﬁ Christmas Eve. In fact it seemed that our
Christmas schedule was working to perfectiog. We would follow our
normal operating procedure on Christmas Eve;, except that we

flanned to ceasz patrolling a little earlier than usual on Christ-

.mas morning to commence our sweep in. With luck I should be home

by 10 a.m. to start celebréting Christmas with my familyf
Christmas morning dawned just és it should. It was sparkling

clear with a brisk northwest wind biting across the water. As

the sun came up the Fisher's Island shore glistened under its

coating of snow. The pink hues of the sky brightened into the

icy clear blue of winter.
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As we came through the Race heading homeward, the Bosun's mate
started the reel winch to retrieve our magnetic tail - our final
duty to be completed as we headed for Southwest Ledge before the
short run up the harbor.

Then suddenly the word came that the winch motor was burned
out and would not operate., We tried to tﬁink of everything. 1In
the pilot house, I kept easing the ship toc windward to keep the
floating tail trailing astern: At last I could stand it no longer,
I asked Mac Dent, the exec, to mind the ship while I joined the
problem solvers on.the fan tail. My plan worked no better than
the others. '

Then, to my horror, I saw that Mac had not kept the sﬁipuclear.
She had drifted down on the tail and was, like Laocoon, totally
entwined in the snake-like coils. We could only anchor and address
ourgelves to this new problem.

At long last we freed ourselves of the floating tail. Then,
in desparation, we decided to have no mercy on the winch motor.
Inch by inch with smoke pouring from it, the motor finally com-~
pleted its job.

I reached home by mid-afternoon - just in time for our
Christmas punch party.

The Barbet was interesting to handle. Her high freeboard for-
ward and her high super structure presented considerable windage
when manuevering in restricted waters with a high wind blowing.
There was an added complication., Control of the engine was sig-

nalled from the bridge to the engine room where the enginser tock
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appropriate action. Ring up stop and the engine was manually stopped.
Ring up back 1/3 and the engine was started in reverse. Too many

starts and stops could result in loss of starting air and precipi-

tate embarassing problems. This, however, we quickly got a feel

for after having once heen caught'in a.tight maneuver in a crowded
slip.

But even so, one could get caught with other problems.

On one occassion we were ordered up river to the Submarine
Base where the “juice wizards" were eagerly awaiting us to recal-
ibrate our degaussing. In calibrating on a southerly heading, it
was necessary to be headed down stream across the end of a pier
which was angled out into the river. The tide was ebbing and be-
cause of the angle of the pier, the flow of the river was setting
off from the point we were .to berth., To come alongside, therefore,
required a smart maneuver and split second timing for line handlers
on board and ashore. To be sure all would 40 well, we put our men
on the dock as well as on board in preparation for a portside to
landing. We then procsded to a strategic point out in the river.

| To do it right, the approach had to be fast and then full

backing power applied at just the right moment to stop her head-

Away and to walk her stern in alongside the pier. All lines would

have to be fast at the instant that she stopped. Otherwise, she
would be swept off down stream.

With heart in throat, I carried out the maneuver,. As she
snuggled against the pier in eggshell fashion, I hove a sigh and

called for "all engines stop". But they did not stop. With "all
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back full" she gathered sternway and into the stream. Docking lines
were flying iike snakes as the ends wére flung off,., The engine room
telegraph cable had let go.!

I liked the "Barbet". She was my first U.S. Navy Command and
Mac Dent and Ray Piefzalowskili and I had worked hard to make her an
efficient and happy ship. We were locking forward to many further
adventures with her. Then suddehly, that January evening in 1942,
everything changed.

I had returned home to East River for dinner and the evening
with my family when suddenly the telephone rahg.. I could scarcely
believe it when I heard Walt Liﬁebergen;voice at the other end.

Walt was my schocl and college roommate and was now stationed in the
Navy Bureau of Personnel in Washington.

He said, "Stu, you've heard of Donald B. Mchillan and his 87
foot arctic-exploring schooner "Bowdoin"?" I had.

"Well", he said "she is now .the U.S.S. Bowdoin and the Navy
has assigned Admiral MacMillan to dﬁty at the Hydrographic Office..
Would you like to take command?” .

Would I 21!

He told me a little of the bhack ground and what her duties
would be. Our mission would be to sail to Greenland to survey sev-
eral fjords on the West Coast.

"Your orders will be along in a few days," he said. "We need
a good sailor, and you'll learn about ice navigation soon enough".

On board the Barbet, I made preparation to turn over command
to Mac Dent. I also labored hard in every épare moment to complete
sewing , the steadying sail, or trysail, which I was making for the
ship. Having’requisitionéihéavy canvas at the Norfolk Navy Yard,

I had layed out and cut a goocd sized trysail and had stitched it

up as I had learned a few years before in the 4-masted barque.
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"Parma”. Now I was completing work on the tablings and doublings.
I would not be able to rope it, but that could be done elsewhere.
And, in fact, it was completed in Brooklyn before Mac and the Bar-
bet headed for Panama. He later told me it was a great success,
especially in the rough seas of the Caribbean. |

It was early in February when we)mustered "Barbet's" crew on
deck. I read my orders and Mac read his. I made a little speech
and then the crew dismissed. I sadly watched the crew disperse
knowing full well I would probably never see any of them again.

A few days later I presented myself at Lawley's ¥ard at
Nepohéet, a suburb south of Boston, orders in hand prepared for
a transfer of command ceremony. I was in for a surprise.

After a few enquiries in the yard, I learned that Bowdoin
was reposing on the marine railway and that the exec and radio-~
man had an office set up in the loft on one of the sheds.. I soon
found my way to this and walked %n.

‘The scene that greeted me was not impressive. There were two
.desks, a few chairs, a coffe maker and dirty cups and paper strewn

about. Presiding over this was a tall, blonde ensign and a radio-
v

man seated behind the typewriter. They were genuinely surprised at

my appearance.

A4

They were more surprised, and obviously none too pleased when
I introduced myself as the new commanding officer of the "Bowdoin".
I learned that "Captain Mac" was at his home in Provincetown and

hed not been seen for several weeks and no one seemed to know if and

when he would return.
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The'ensign's name, I learned, was Quackenbush and he was a2 re—
cent graduate of one of the merchant marine academies., He was Cap-—
tain Mac's executive officer. Together they had faken Bowdoin to
Greenland the previous summer on a voyage extending from June to
September. There were hine enlisted men in the crew some of whom
were now on leave and some had been transferred.

My first concern was to conduct a thorough inspection of the
ship herself. This proved to be rather revealing.

It was a cold damp February day when I first saw "Bowdoin®,

She looked dishevled as she sat shored up on the carriage of the
marine railway. I climbed the ladder to the cluttered deck which
was wet from the melting patches of snow. It was a depres;ing sight.

A few years before we had extensively refitted a simiiar but
smaller schooner, "Vagabound", for the 1935 race to Norway. I was
well aware of where to look for trouble and in the next few days
I thoroughly combed over the vessel, We lifted the eyes of the
rigging where they were seté?d on the bolsters resting on the
trestle trees. We found rot there which could fortunately be re-
moved and graving pieces inserted. The most.serious rot we found
was up forward below decks. Her heavy stem was built up and
strengthened with five apfons. A large section of the inner one
was rotted and the rot extended to include the next two pieces in.
This required major reconstruction.

One of the first things to catqh my eye on deck was a massive
iron monster which I was informed was about tc be installed just
forward of the mainmast. Closer inspection revealed that it was
an air compreséor to be driven by a primitive looking one lung

engine, This brute was to be cooled by pouring water into-a
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reservoir on top of it. I could scarcely believe my eyes.

I learned that there had been problems.the previocus summer.
The sole source of power on board was the slow turning Fairbanks
Morse 120 BP diesel engine. This provided main propulsion, com-
pressed air for starting itself, and also generated the electri-
cit& to supply the bank of storage batteries which lived in the
biillge forward of the engine room bulkhead. On the occasions when
they had lost starting air the vessel, mechanically, K became a dead
duék. The knight in white armor tc protect against such eventu-
alities was to be 'the iron monster on deck.

"Bowdoin's" duties the previous summer had been of a miscell-
aneous nature. The survey duties we were to embark on weée to
extend through the winter. Our new duties regquired the install~ -
ation of a Speny Gyro Compass and an oil fired space heating boiler
to make the vessel liveable. Also, I was quite determined that
the iron monster was to be replaced by an-electric air compressor
snugly installed in the engine room where it belonged. We, there-
fore,rrequiréd an adequate source of electric power. This we
solved by installing a 7% KW generator driven by a small Hercules
diesel engine. We alsc installed a sort of hybrid 5 KW generator

for standby - hybrid because of the inadequate space available

" for installation.

Another concern was the selection of a érew- Four of the
enlisted men from the previous trip elected to stay on. These
included "Sparks" Pouncff,Z the radioman, "Doc" Abbate, the bharm—
acists mate and two seamen first class, Bill Deacon and Ed Bell.

We required two men for on deck, two machinists mates and a cook.



- 14 -

The personnel officer at the First Naval District recognized
the special-natﬁre of our assignment and was most helpful in
letting me hand pick our men from the diesel school at Wentworth
Institute and from the general detail at Lockwood Basin. Each
man selected eagerly volunterred. Tom McColgan, machinists mate
second class,'was assigned to take.chérge of the engine room a-
long with Peter Femino, fireman first., Walter Bullock, Roatswain's
mate first class and Tom Sharrett, ships cook were both assigned
from Lockwood Basin. They were becth ex-merchant ﬁariners. One
deck assignment remained to complete our complement and I pur-
posely left that cpen in the hope that just the right person would
come along. h

One rainy late winte; afternqon, I was in my office when the
door opened. A large lad in dripping foul weather gear walked in
and very formally, sir, asked if I had room left for anot@er deck

rating. His name was Truesdale.

I had heard about him from a gocod mutual friend (whom he later
married). He héd had a lot of sailing experience and had recently
made a round voyage to Brazil in the Swedisﬁ four masted barque
"Abraham Rydkerg"”. Although I had never met him before, I knew
right away that here was the man I was waiting for. In short order
I made. the nécessary arrangements to transfer him from the general
detail at Lockwood Basin to the crew of the "Bowdoin”. He proved
to be indispensable to me as a member of the crew and has con-
tinued through the years to be one of my best friends.

At about this time, it became apparent that Ensing Quacken-

busk desired a transfer. In exchange the Bureau of Personnel
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assigned Ens%gn David C. "Beannie" Nutt as a replacement. Beannie
had made a couple of summer time expeditions to Labrador with Capt.
Bob Bartlett in the LEffie Morrissey", a 98 foot ex~fishing schooner
that Captain Bob used to take on annual expeditions nérth for many
years before the war. He was a great.admirer of Capt. Bob, as I
wag too, and feigned Capt. Bob's Newfoundland accent. He had great
interest in the north and in the eskimos, and during his time on
board he did much extra curricular werk in compiling an eskimo
dictionary. Unfortunately, he had no sense of humor and partly

because of this his personality did not come across very strongly

~to me or to the crew.

Our remaining two officers, Lt. John Stirton and Ehéign Joe
Gorman, were assigned to the ship'for survey duties only and
joined us shortly before we sailed. Jce was 6'7" tall and toco
long for the bunk assigned to him in the little stateroom he and
Stirton shared amidship. To accomodate his feet, we had to cut a
hole into a locker at the foot of his bunk which from that time on
was Known as the ‘dogrhouse.

Operations plans called for the "Bowdcin" to sail for Green-
land early in April. The First Naval District started to apply

pressure but.-with all the work to be done on board, it simply could

not happen.

. “
Another complication arose when she was relaunched after the

installation of all our new eguipment. "Bowdoin” trimmed consider-
ably by the head. I guestimated that she should have about 1000

pounds of lead ballast in the bilge aft. Because of the limited
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space available, it would have to be lead - not iron, as the rest of
her ballast was.

This concept. was hard to sell to the powers ét the First
Naval District Headquarters. As a result, we were subjected to
an on the spot inspection by Commander Samson and Commander Norton.
From the dock they pondered the situation with a certain amount of
distaste for my solution. Finally, they pontificated that if we
were to carry our two 500 pound anchors aft by the wheelbox in-~-
stead of up forward, there would be no problem in trim. When I
respectfully suggested this might introduce other problems when
anchoring and getting under way they non-commitally returned to
headquartefs. The next day we received our lead. ‘

In the days following we bent "Bowdoin's" sails. She was a
bald-headed knock-about type schooner designed by William Hand
along the lines of the Gloucester fishermen still sailing in 19;;.
Her hull was planked with 1-3/4" oak all treenail fastened and she
was sheathed with greenheart against the ravages of arctic ice.
She was gaff rigged on the fore and main and carried a jib and
fore staysail. These sails were of stout cottfn canvas and were
in reasonably good condition. Her masts seemed somewhat light

ave
but I reasoned that if the rig had survived for twenty-thrse years

it presumably was adeguate. Her builders, Hodgedon Brothers, in
Maine had in all other respects turned out a very solidly con-
gtructed vessel.

At last one sunny day, about the first of May, the ship was

ready to receive her crew and stores on board. The mountain of

dry stores which arrived on the dock alongside was staggering but
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somehow it all got stowed. Our endless equipment lists were checked
and re-checked. Our tanks for diesel fuel and for water were topped
off. Our fresh stores with ample ice were loaded into the hugh new
ice chest lashed on the deck to port alongside the after house.

We were in all respects ready‘for.sea.

One thing remained. We must first procede to the Boston Navy
Yard for final calibration of the degaussing egquipment. This also
had the virtue of préviding a trial run before our final departure.
All went according to plan. Now the long-awaited moment had arrived.
_The purpose of our mission was primarily to survey Sondrestrom fjord
which bridges the Arctic Circle on the west coaét of Greenland. The
Navy felt that this had not been adequately surveyed and to add ur-
gency, a motor ship of Danish ownership but sailing'undervthe Pana-—
maniam flag had run aground in the f£jord just before Christmas. Upon
the completion of this suréey, we were to return south to Bluie West
One and survey the fjords and approaches in that area. Although a
Navy vessel, we were to be under the operational control of Commander
Greenland Patrol (Admiral Ed H. Smith) of the U.S. Coast Guard. Cur
chain of command was first Commander Destrovers Atlantic Fleet, lo-—
cated at Casco Bay off Portland, Maine and then Commander Task Force
.24 located at Argentia, Newfoundland. Our routing, therefore, was
first to procede to Casco Bay to report to the big boss, thence to
Argentia to report and replenish as necessafy. From there we were to
sajil to Bluie West One at the head of Tunugliarflk Fjord to report to

Come Gre Pat. Then we were to procede up the coast to Sondrestrom

to get on with the job.
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It was on the 4th of May, 1942 that we departed from Boston.
There wasn't much wind which was probably Jjust as well considering
that we had.not gsailed together as a crew before. In fact, a
good proportion of our crew héd never before beeﬁ to sea under
sail., The weather was damp and penetrating as we pushed along
under power with the sails sheeted flat. We established the
principle that we woﬁld procede under sail alone only if we had
sufficient wind to make four knots. It was not until the following
--day as we .approached Casco Bay that this occurred.

The weather was clear and we picked up theAflag’ship at a
good distance as we rolled along with sheets eased in a fair
breeze. . As we approached we were recognized and aséignedba des-—
troyer anchoring berth which was designated on a special chart.

I am sure there were surprised faces éboard the flagship as we
rounded to under sail to drop our anchor in the designated berth.

From Casco Bay, we pushed on‘tcward Argentia, Off-Cape Sable
we had head winds and so beat up the coast with the engine turning
to help her point‘ﬁgrﬁgnthe‘wind and give her added push to over-—
come the head seas that came at us through the blackness. .

Off Halifax the wind was light and fair. As we s1id easily
over the blue seas, we watched a convoy forming up with the es-
corting destroyers running a screen zhead of the ships slowly pro-
ceding to their stations. And through it all a fishing schooner
with riding sail set rolled inward on a course for Halifax, I
wondex wﬁat all of these ships thought as they watched an ice-—
blue schooner with an ice barrel, or crows nest, at her foremast

head, rolling along wing and wing on a course to the eastward.
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The wind remained light and off Cape Breton Island we pushed
along under power with sails sheeted flat for a while. Then the
glorius south westerly came in during the evening. Bowdoin for
the first time was really coming alive as we reached at 10 knots

toward the Newfoundland cpast.

It was a fine night of sailing before we made our landfall

~on the coast and stocd up Placentia Bay toward Fox Island still

holding the same condition.

| Argentia Harbor was protected by a .torpedo net strung across
the entrance. A patrol vessel was stationed outside to meet in-
coming ships and guide them through the: net gate. As she approach-
ed we rounded to with headsails backed and mainsail hanginé in the
wind..

Suddenly, I was bowled over with surprise. The patrol vessel
was the ¥YP62 to which I had been assigned as executive officer
when I first went on active duty with the Navy thirteen months
before. At that time, she was fitting out at Consolidated Ship
Yard in New York. I was transferred before she ever left there.

I could recognize her present captain as Art Winslow, a college
classmate of mine, and I could recognize many of the old crew.

We waited and they waited. Perhaps, they thought we would
take in our sails.

From the position of the floats, it was clear to see the
location of the net gate, and so, at length,we filled away and
headed for the entrance. We gathereé headway quickly as the étrong
wind filled our sails. The YP62 abeam to port started in a lei-

surely fashion and as she began to drop astern, we could tell from
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the doughnuts of exhaust coming from her stack that she was laboring
to catch us.. She never did. |

Inside the harbbr, we received a signdl to procede aloﬁgside
a tanker which was lying to the wind at a‘mooring. Her starboard
side was long and clear. Accordingly, we rounded to, dropped all
sail and berthed gently alongside.

This whole performance was viewed by a large group of officers
aboard the flagship alongside the dock and we heard from one of
them a year later that even then they still talked of Bowdoin's
arrival.

The tanker officers could gcarcely believe the small amount
of diesel cil required to top off ocur tanks.

We remained at Argentia for just over a day and sailed early
on a beautiful morning. The sky was blue and there was a clear
freshness to the air. With a2 light fair wind, we reached ‘down
the shore of Placentia Bay before: heading off to the Eastward to
round Cape Race. Cape St. Mary,“neaf the entrance to Placentia
Bay, presented an interesting sight as it gleamed white in the
bright sunlight. It is one of the greatest sea bird rookeries
along the coast and its cliffs are literally white washed with
the droppings. We fired several shots from cur 30-06 Springfield
rifles‘which briefly sent the birds up in clouds only to resettle
almost immediately.

As we took our departure from Cape Race and layed our course

across 600 miles of ocean toward Skov fjord in Greenland we felt

that we were really on our way.
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A brief account of the voyage is perhaps best told by quoting
- the letter I wrote home shortly after our arrival at Narsarssuak.
The letter is somewhat cryptic because of censorship regulations.
May 25, 1942
"Dear Mothé? & Dad:

"We have finally reached the land of our destination, (Narsar-
ssu;k,Greenland,)though not our final port, but of course I can't
give too many details as to that. We have been having a very
interesting and pleasant, though sometimes uncomfortable trip,
and almoét all of it has been made under sail. 2All has gone
very well indeed, and all hands have been well and cheerful, and
I am as delighted as ever with the entire set-up. ’

” We stayed in our last port, Argentia, Newfoundland, from
which I wrote you, just over one day, and early the following
morning we got underway. Fer the f£irst two days we had rather
light weather, topped off with fog, but on the third we ran into
our first and worst dusting of the trip. Most of the day we had
grand sailing, with the wind going from dead aft to the port -
gquarter and shoving us along at increasing speed up to ten knots -
which is about the limit, I think for this heavy vessel. Finally

we double reefed the mainsail, but when we reset it the rig looked
so shaky that we got it in almost immediately. After that, we
contented ourselves, in the increasing gale, with merely head-
reaching under foresail and staysail. She, being so heavy, was
rather logey in the seas and took Quite a number of solid omnes

over, which raised some havoc with gear stowed about the decks

and made it somewhat uncomfortable for all of us, as the air
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temperature was 35 F. As the seas lengthened out they became more
comfortable and broke along their backs instead of toppling over
like breakers on a beach as they had done, but it wasg not until
the following afternocon that we could again make .full sail. 1In
the following days we had continuéd gpod winds which had the habit
of coming in fair and then sneaking around until they forced us off
our course, but we had grand sailing.

“On the afternoon of the 3rd day before our arrival, the main
gaff snapped in the middle, but as it turned out, we never actuvally

missed it, for that same day we ran into another gale which con~

tinued through the night, the following day and following night,

bringing with it violent sgqualls of sleet, hail and_ snow. For-
tunatel?, this time the seas did not build up in the same way and
we took less solid water aboard. But none the less, we all re-
mained more or less soaked for those last few days and aft she
was almost as wet below as on deck.

- “One interesting thing occurred after the wind had left us and
as we were approaching the coast. The helmsmen spotted a drifting
mine, which looked gquite old and rusty, clqse aboard. So we broke

out our rifles and circled it several times in ever narrowing cir-

.cles before we sank it. All hands had been firing with no success,

so I took a rifle and with my first shot punctured it! When we

were sure it had sunk, we went on.

“later that day, we fell in with the ice, and since we had

fetched in dead to leeward of our destination, we worked up under

*power~alon% against a light wind through masses of flow ice which

extended in the direction of the land as far as-the eye could reach.

Fortunately, we have no real darkness up here now and so we ceculd
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keep pushing along for the few hours of night as well.

*The following day was perfect, and with good observations we
made a perfect landfall on a coast which might be difficult in the
extreme under less favorable circumstances. The scenery here is
the most impressive I have even seen, characterized mainly by
greéat masses of rock, topped off with snow, and there is very
little vegetation of any sort. Everywhere there are long fjords
reaching many miles into the land, and behind it all isrthe enor-
mous white blanket of the ice cap.

“our first evening we put into a small cove where there is an
eskimo village (Narssak), and there received our first introduction
to the "Skeemos" as they are called around here. They are cer-
tainly sharp traders. Some ¢f the boys played soccer with them
and we were fortunate to escape our encounter with shirts or shins!

“ 1 imagine I have already transg?essed the bonds of Censorship,
and of course I cannot say much a?out where we-are now (Bluie West
One, Narsarssuak) except that we plan to push on very shortly, with
a new gaff and what few additional items we required.

“This is certainly a grand trip and I can still scarcely be-
lieve it is‘true that it is a job and not just fun, pure and simple.
All the crew has worked out very well. I still find Nutt very
dull and lacéing ih the light touch. It is too bad, for I can
never help resenting people who are intense without the leavening
spark of humor, but I suppose that we cannot have absolutely every-

thing, and here we are not very far from that ideal “

A few recollections of that voyage stand out vividly in my mind.
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I shall never forget the breaking seas which swept our.deck.
Onhe gea in particular loomed up in the night 28 I was at the wheel.
There was no escaping it, so I dropped on my hands and knees against
the-weather side of the wheelbox as it crashed aboard. submerging
the after end of the vessel. It SWept away the brass binnacle
cover which Q;otected the magnetic stéering compass. It also filled
my seaboots to the top once again with icy water but otherwise no
harm was done.

It is interesting how quickly cnes feet and legs warm up.the
cold salt water in a seaboot.

"Bowdoin's" rig proved worrisome. The letter notes our fears
for the mainmast when we briefly set the double reefed mainsail.

The mast simply was not heavy enough to stand the thrust of the
gaff at its mid point.

We found, too, that on a broad reach the entire rig would
surge forward as we slid down the‘back of a passing sea. It was
to alleviate this surge that we rigged a vam on the main gaff,

The vang was a contributing cause toc the snapping of the main
gaff as noted. Upon our arrival at Bluie West One I acquired some
galvanized wire rope and spliced up a pair cf main runner back-
stays which from then on eliminated this problem.

The incident with the mine turned out fortunately. You might
say that fools rush in where angels fear to tread. The mine was
fleating very low in the water and presented a difficult target
to puncture. We could not with a clear conscience turn our backs
on it. By the time we sank it, we had circled quite close in.

Iater on we exploded floating mines in the Pacific at a respectable

range with 3" gunfire. I am only glad we did not set off such an

explosion qn this occasion,
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We fell in with the ice about 60 miles south of Cape Fare-
well. At first we encountered a few growlers then in minutes,
it seemed, we were surrounded by a field of ice. Ffom the ice
barrel algft in the foremast we could spot leads of open water
which could be followed in the general direction of our course.
The ice entirely killed the sea leaving us smooth waters to
navigate under pawer. Eventually the ice disappeared as gquickly
as we had encountered it. |

The following morning was bright and clear with a fresh
breeze. Bowdoin sailed nicely under jib, staysail, foresail and
main trysail. When I got a morning sun sight the shore was
visible to starboard but entirely lacked distinguishing land marks.
As luck would have it, my sun line passed directly through the
entrance to the fjord which we were seeking. We quickly altered
course along the line and soon we were identifying the rocks and
islets as they appéared on the ch?rt. It was Enly after we were
well in that it was possible to identify the southern entrance
to Skovfjord.

Simiutak Island is at the entrance to Skevfjord. Simiutak,
in eskimo, means stopper, ds in a bottle, and this is in fact
the nature of the island, with navigable passages to the north
and scuth of.it. It alsodcontains a reasonably good small harbor
which we were to use quife frequently later on. From there it

is about 40 miles to Bluie West One at the head of Tunugliarfik

Fjord.
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About half wéy up the fjord was the town of Narsak picture-
esquely situated on a slope overlocking a snug little harbor.

A steep Httle mountain rises precipitously above the head of the
harbor and seems to dwarf the‘houses below it. There were about
twenty buildings which included a small warehouse at the little
stone dock, a wooden church and a school and the trader'’s house.
Most of the houses were of the ancient stone and sod construction.
The harbor barely provided us with foom to swing with adequate
scope.

As soon as we dropped the anchor the umiaks, filled mostly
with young people began to cluster around. They were as curious
about us as we were about them. Their eskimo faces; round and
brown aﬂd smiling, were friendly and welcoming. Soon lively con-
versatibns in a polyglot of tongues were going on. Bowdoin had
been here before and members of last years crew were finding old
friends amongst our visitors.

Someone suggested a soccer game ashore and most of our crew
went in to join the shin-dig which it literally was, but everyone

had fun.

A few months later when our work brought us back to this area

Narssak became a second home to us and its people our very real

friends.

Bright and early the next day, we got under way for the short
run remaining to Bluie West One. The air was bright and clear.
The temperature was twenty-seven degrees and the sun sparkled on
the snow which covered the surrounding hills. The fjord was fairly

wide and littered with small icebergs or growlers which had broken

*
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off from a glacier at the head of the fjord. On our port hand we
could see a steamer which had apparently been wrecked some time
before. Her stern was hung on a pinnacle of rock and her bow
was submerged as far aft as the bridge. Her name, we‘learned
later, was the "Montrose" and she had fegtched up on the pinnacle
in heavy fog. ’

The Base did not present a prepossessing sight, There was
a peir paralleé to the shore line with room to accomodate a
couple of vessels on the outside and a shaIIOW’befth on the in-
side which was later to become our winter mooring. A steep
mountain ‘rose precipitously above the pier and this, we were to
find later, provided excellent shelter from the foehn winds which
roared down off the ice cap toc churn the anchorage outside into
a seething spray filled cauldron. There were a few buildings
near the head of the peir.

Beyond the peir area we could sée the air strip. The‘Air
Corps buildings were located at tﬁe head of the air strip.

Whén we arrived off the Base we found that the peir was jammed
with ships unloading and the harbor was choked‘with growlers.

We were informed by signal.that a berth would soon be clear for

us, so using an ice anchor we tied up to a growler to wait our

*

turn.

We arrived at Bluie West One on the 2lst of May and remained
until the 27th. I reported to Com Gre Pat for duty and we reple-
nished the ship. We replaced the broken gaff and I made up the
_main runner backstays. We also got organized for the up-coming

survey work which we were to start as soon as possible at Son-

drestrom Fjord.
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The trip north from Bluile West One was varied and interesting.
The first part was made through inside passages which wound be-
tween islands and rocks. Our chart was merely a sketch chart with
a dotted line to indicate our route. There were no acundings:
shown and a sharp loockout was required to identify each landmark
and to spot any submerged rocks fhat might cause trouble.

In this fashion we wended our way to Ivgtut where we planned
to anchor for a "night'.

Ivigtut consisted of the Kryclite mine around which every-
thing else revolved. ZXryolite was a substance which was essen-
tiallin the manufacture of aluminum. There apparently were not
many sources of this ore and the mine at Ivigtut represented one
of the more important ones. There were vast pits from which the
ore was being mined surrounded by associated red buildings
housing machinery and equipment. There were docks on the water-
front where ships loaded the ore for‘transport‘mainly to Boston.
Some was hauled in the Greenland steamer "Julius Thomson" which
was then lying at a mooring near our anchorage. Alongside was
a Norwegian steamer. |

We launched one of our two dories which we carried nested
on the port main deck fisherman style and went ashore to pay an
informal visit. Little did we know what was in store.

The officials of the mine were friendly and cordial. They
tock us around to view the operation and then we returned for
a pleasant drink. They then said that one of their number was
returning to Denmark and that there would be a farewell party

for him that evening. Would we like to come?
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The Danes can be masters at the art of conviﬁiality and we
" struck a high point that evening. Dinner consisted of course
after course of the most delectable foods. Wine and aquavit
flowed in bacchanalian fashion late into the night, which wasn't
night at all.

Captain Konow of the Norwegian séeamer told us of a marvelous
life saving suif he carried in his shep. The wearer was completely
insulated from the cdd water and to prove it he offered to demon-
strate it at 0700 the next morning. We planned to sail at about 0800.

Bright and early we arrived on board the steamer to find Capt.
Konow sound asleep in his long-jochn under&ear. Red-eyed he rolled
out of his bunk, true to his word. But then, lacking over the
side at the pieces of floating ice, his courage failed him.

"Steward", he called, "bring out the suit.”

"Steward", he said, "you put it on and go swimming!",

As we watched the steward paddling about pushing ice cakes
out of the way we were convinced that the suit was every bit as
good as the captain said.

From Ivigtut we proceded outside to Godthab, the capital
of southern Greenland. This run was made entirely under power
because of lack of wind., In fact, it was our continuing exper-
ience during'the summer months that there was little wind along
the coast and in the fjords. I frequently found myself wondering
how the explorers in the days before mechanical propulsion man-
aged on such an intricate coast as this with so little wind to

drive them.
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Godthab proved to be a small town that rambled over a rocky
area. The harbor was relatively well protected and there was a
stone dock and warehouse. Fishing seemed to be the main industry
here with cod liver and Shark‘liver 0il as the main products. The
wooden houses were small and snug. Consul Penfield was the U.S.
Consul to Greenland at the time. His house boasted a wind-mill
driven generator to érovide electriqity.

Our visit here was brief and soon we were again pushing along
—under power for our final destination, Sondrestrom f£ijord.

- Oﬁr arrival at Sondrestrom was well timed.l Until only a few
days before the fjord had been choked with the winters ice.
Suddenly, in the mysteriocus manner of ice, it was gone. When we
pushed up against the‘strong current that was then flowing down
the long straight valley tﬁat the lower fjord appeared to be no
trace of ice remained.

The mountains which sloped sﬁeeply to the narrow waters of
the fjord in the lower part eventually gave way on the starboard
hand to a glacial moraine. The receding ice of the glacier had
centuries before left behind a long sandy beach. Rough sand
.ridges extended back from this to the long white tongue of the
glacier which rose to snow covered mountains in the background.
The surface of the glacier was channeled by‘streams cf water that
originated from melting snow and ice along its length, These
channels were deep and curved and blue - a little reminiscent of
a bob sled run. Where they encountered a fissure in the ice they

would drop vertically into the black unknown. God help anyone who

ﬁight fall into one of these.
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On the port hand across from the glacier the fjord turned
left, briefly, before resumming its original course and broadening.
Standing sentinel at this curve was a large precipitous mountain of
rock called Kakatorsuak, meaning in eskimo large light mouﬁtain.

As we rounded this bend which revealed the broadening reaches
of the fjord extending ahead for the remainder of its 85 mile
length we were greetéd,with a surprise. There to starboard, well
away from the main axis of the fjoré we saw a motor ship apparently
heading down gstream. She was in prefect trim, on an even "keel and
in all respects apparently ready for sea. But és we approached her
we could see that she was a dead ship, deserted and motionless.
This, then, was the ship we had heard of that had run aground last
December.

It was late afternoon; Cauticusly feeling our way with the
fathometer we worked around her stern to berth alongside on the
shoreward side to lie over for the night. It seemed that she had
run onto a flat ledge and for our small vessel there was plenty
of water all around her. The name appearing on her stern was
Halma but showing through the p?int we could read Nora of Esbjerg.

We wasted no time in climbing aboard. Everything about her
deserted decks appeared in good order and undisturbed in any way.
We then explored the bridge, officers statefooms, passenger state-
rooms, dining! saloon and lounge. All were in perfect condition
and beautifully appointed and furnished. We had the feeling that
the ship at any moment would suddenly spring to life and we would
be caught trespassing like naughty boys. Each door we opened we
carefully closed after us., Subconsciously we talked in hushed

voices. It was with a great feeling of relief that we emerged on

deck into the sunlight of the arctic night.
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As the realization penetrated that we were indeed the only
living souls aboard our tensions were released and then, of course,
we began to explore ﬁnashamedly. In no time we discovered that
#2 'tween decks was loaded with beer in cans. Soon wé had brought
some of the fine upholstered chairs from the passenger gquarters o
onto the verandah deck, and an extensiocn speaker from'our own
electric phonograph provided the final touch. At leisure we
reflected that we were enjoying a most remarkable situation.

The next morning we got under way for the final leg of our
journey to Bluie West Eight at the head of Sondrestrom fjord.
Beyond the Halma and again on the starboard we passed a second
glacier. The rotted ice of this one was rough and cragéy and its
moraine did not present the long étraight beach associated with the
first glacier. Soon the fjord began to widen out assuming the pro-
portions of a lake and the profile of the shecre line became lower
and more rolling. The water assufned an almost milky color which was
due to glacial silt washing down from the heédwaters of the fjord.
It was early afternoon when we anchored off the Base. Our voyage
was completed and now the survey work was to begin.

our first chore was to be the trAngulation of the entire
length of the fjord and its approaches. As astart it was necessary
to accurately measure and mark a base line which would form the
keystone to the entire triangulafion system, At each end a pri-
mary signal must be located. These were to be built of poured
concrete with a verticle pipe at the center, Then other primary

signals were to be built at key locations appropriately spaced
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along both sides of the fjord for the entire length to be surveyed
Primary signals were to be “occupied"” with the theodolite. From
there angles would he shot on all other visible primary and secon-
dary signals, land tangents,mountain peaks and any other signif-
icant objects. Secondary signals were merely verticle wooden bat-
tens maintained in position by rough triangular bases. These were
marked with orange flags as were the primary signals.when not being
"occupied”.

The triangulation data when complete was to be plotted on
"boat sheets”. The shoreline then was to be drawn in using aerial
rhotographs which were taken at a controlled height with 60%
cverlap. These could be oriented with the tangents .to provide
the intervening convolutions of the shoreline.

Finally we were to run lines of soundings up and down the
fjord. The plotting of these lines was controlled by freguent
“three point fixes" obtained by shooting simultaneous horizontal
séxtant angles between-our signals oh the shore line. -:.

Our stay at the base was brief, We replenished the ship as
necessary and loaded the lumber, cement and other supplies reguired
for signal building. We had selected the first glacial moraine

beach for the location of the base line, and soon we were under wa/

" for an anchorage off the beach.

Up to this point our survey officers, John Stirton and Joe
Gorman had had very little to do, but now the positions were re-
versed. The function of the "Bowdoin" now became a supporting
functicn to their activity. It was their responsibility to deter-
mine the location of signals to be built and then with the assist-

- HR e .
ance of various crew members to hawve the materials for their con-

struction ashore in the dorys.
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Frequently the signals were located on steep rocky points.
Such locations for primary signals called for plenty of work to
baul cement, lumber for forms, sand and water to mix the concrete
and pipe to support the theocdolite. Our crew members gradually
became expert dory handlers and mountéin goats.

Meanwhile "Bowdoin" would stand by either at anchor or under
power ready to pick up the survey crew and move on to the next
location. This, of course, gave us an excellent opportunity to
maintain the ship and get her into topnotch condition.

In a letter home, dated July 7, 1942, I noted "The masts are
greased, the rigging is sparkling in black varnish, metal work in
bright aluminum, hull and decks aré freshly painted, brass all
shined, new varnish on all bright wood, and fancy work commencing
to crop out. She locoks like a real yacht. If only we could dis-
pose of the lumber pile on our starboard deck the ship would be
very nearly the perfect yacht."

In August we had a surprise inspection at Bluie West Eight by
Capt. Carney from Bu Ships in Washington. He paid us the highest
compliments on the condition of the ship and repeated them later
to mutual friends at home.

Socon after our arrival at Sondrestrom the motor boat érrived.
This boat was one that Captain Mac had ordered before I tock over

with the stipulation that it be shipped to us in Greenland to assist

in the survey work. It was a nice Boat, about 18 feet long with an

inboard diesel engine, but it turned out to be a millstone around

. our neck. Always it seemed to require work. To forestall trouble
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we installed-.a propellor guard which required time and labor before
we put. the boat in service. Then on its second day of operation
the clutch went bad. We towed that boat for many useless miles.

It's crowning misadventure I described in a letter dated
August 29 as follows: }

"Life here has been éoing on much as usual, with occasional
occurrences to liven things up. One such happened not long ago,
but fortunately came out successfully. The other‘day we were
towing our motorboat along in a slight chop. I could see that
she had a bit of water in her, but since we were to lie to in a
minute, I let her go to attend to something else. When‘I locked
astern a moment later, I saw her Lurch heavily forward, water
puring in. We stopped immediately, but too late. In an instant
she was hanging ve;tically downward out of sight at the end of
her painter - a very dismal sight. Since the boat weighs: some-
thing over a ton, the outlook for‘salvage was decidedly gloomy,
Fortunately, we‘had just rove off a new painter and sc we hooked
in to our main throat halyards and all held; Eventually we
raised her to where we could rig a preventer, guys, and hook in
the fore throat halyards and so got her clear of the water and safe.
But we- had a.few bad moments. Of course the engine was flooded out
and since has had to be completely pulled down, but this we did
ourselves and now all is well under control.”

Sad to relate, the boat really wasn't suitable for our work,
for which the dories proved far superior. Upon our departure we

left the boat at Bluie West Eight and never saw her again.
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The shoreline of the fjord had tremendous appeal. There were
mountains to climk, and on the gentler slopes and in the valleys

there was a variety of game. And then there was the glacier.

The glacier stretched inland from the shoreline ever upward
until it disappeared between the tops of two mouhtains. What
lay beyond? Perhaps the unbroken sweep of the ice cap which
covers more than 90% of Greenland; This presented a challenge
which could not be denied.

Because of the extreme clarity of the atmosphere and the lack
of any objects of known size it was impossible to judge distance
in this country. A large mountain miles away stood out with the
same clarity as a small mountain close to. The answer lay in
the climbing.

One day when we were anchored off the "base line" I decided
to- try~it. As no ome would: come with me I set off alone fully
aware of the potential dangers I was ﬁndertaking.

The surface of the glacier at first was relatively smooth and
hard. It was channeied with smoothe deep water courses that the
melting snow had formed. There was a terrifying beauty to the
glistening blue ice which formed‘their‘sides and bottom. Approaching
the edge of gne of these was like approaching the edge of a cliff.
They wére fascinating, but instinctively one backed off, knowing
that to fall in one would be certain death.

I climbed and climbed on the ascending slopé’of ice. The
mountains ahead seemed little closer. Gradually, the surface be-
gan to change. Instead of ice ahead, it looked like snow. The

granular mixture of snow and ice became ankle déeé{ then knee deep,



but inspite of the hard going my determination to reach the top

P

remained.

Then suddenly on my next step my right leg fell through to
nothingness and I was on my face in the snow and ice. Spread-
eagled, like a flying squirrel in the snow, I crawled to retrace
my steps while mental images of deep crevasses and water courses
ran before my eves.

I never did see what lay beyond the ridge.

Mountains to me have a fascination. I have an irresistable

‘urge to reach the top despite the intervening difficulties. As

one climbs, each outcropping, each ridge, promises to be the
summit only to be replaced with another farther on., And then at
last there is great satisfaction as one stands at the highest
point to survey the panorama spread below.

The mountains glong the fjord were not high, perhaps 12CC
feet, but they were steep and rocky. The climbing was sometimes
difficult and always it provided much needed excercise to balance
the physical confinement of shipboard life. The .views from the
top were always rewarding.

The land behind the mountains and along the valleys was varied
and interesting. In some areas there was heavy arctic tundra,
deep and spongy. To walk on it was like walking on a monstrously
deep-piled carpet except that it was rough as well. One day Pie
Truesdale and I chased some brant.from pond to pond across such
an area. We shot our brant but exﬁaﬁsted ourselved in the prbcess.

Most often when I went ashore I would carry my old 12 guage
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hammer shotgun which I had brought from home. Almost always I would
be rewarded by some form of game. Most plentiful were arctic hare,
ptarmigan and mallard ducks. |

The ptarmigan in the summer had brown plummage and resembled
a partridge or prairie chicken in-appearance. They were at times
very tame which, for the eskimos was fine but for the true
sportsman presented a problem. The eskimos loaded their own
shotgun shells with hard-earned powder and shot and they hunted
to provide meat. An eskimo encountering a group of ptarmigan on
the ground would circle until he had the most birds in a row be-

fore firing for a maximum kill. I, however, took a different

approach.

Because of the possibility of encountering a caribou, I fre-
guently carried my 44.40 colt reveolver in addition to my shotgun.
When I woﬁid find a group pf ptarmigan in the ground, I would
select one as a revolver target then when the rest flew_off, T
would have two wing shots.

One evening when anchored in a rock-lined harbor, I headed
for shore in one of the dories for a few hours hunting. Suddenly
near the shore I noted some mallard ducks frantically swimming
‘away from me. As I closed in I fﬁlly expected to see them take
off from the water as ducks usually do.

Instead, however, they scrambled onto the rock-strewn shore
and darted like rabbits amongst the boulders. Their béhavior was
almost spooky because it was so uncharacteristic and abnormal.

Suddenly it dawned upcon me that these birds were moulting and
were unable to fly. A few days later I returned to the same spot
and got some beautiful wing shots. This helpless, grounded con-~

dition must be of very brief duration.
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The‘mallards here were entirely similar to ours at home but
the birds were much larger.

. We also had good fishing though‘the varieﬁy was somewhat
limited. Most plentiful and most frequently available were cod.
Az "Bowdoin" lay at anchor the boys would hand-line over the side
and in a short time would pull in, (hand over hand like pulling
up a sash weight), enough cod for the next meal. When served
fresh out of the cold water these fish were delicious. KXept a
few hours, however, the flesh soén became dourse and flaky as if
from your local friendly fish market.

Cur most exotic catch came one evehing at Fishmaster's Harbor,
a pleasant anchorage at the mouth of the fjord. 1In a letter homé
I described it as follows:

"The cther evening when we were fishing, the cook hooked a
great big grey fish called a wolf fish. His form aft was on the
lines of one of those tropical green morajs, but forward he bulged
out to a paunchy belly and a big ugly head with teeéh like a dog.
ﬁis hide was like sharks skin and he must have weighed about 30
or 40 lbs. .He was just about the ugliest fish I have ever seen.
After photographing him, etc.,we threw him back without killing
him. Later I caught the same beast twice aggin!"

I might add, he also smelled very badlyl

In a few streams éshore it'was sometimes possible to find
arctic char which was rather similar to a trout but had flesh
redder than a salmon. We never found a lure that would appeal to
them and those we got we speared. Our hrgest"catch” of these we
obtained by trading with an eskimo hunting party that we encoun-~

tered early one morning. They, too, had speared the fish in one

of the icy clear streams. We also obtained some caribou meat from
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them, Although there were caribou in the area we ourselves never

had the good fortune to encounter one.

One day we were lucky enough to f£find a stream where the
capeling were running. ﬁéannie Nutt and some of -the boys using the
seine brought back buckets filled with the succulent littke fish;
Like smelt they are small, regquire né cleaning and can be fried
immediately. Such runs do not last long and we were fortunate
to happen along at the right moment; Needless to say, we gorged
on them.

Beannie took a scientific interest in the flora and fauna
about us. On his expeditions ashore he would collect samples of
the delicate flowers and lichens which were to be found. To the
casual abserver such things were hardly noticeable but closer
inépection revealed many species nestled in the nocks and crannies
of stream beds and any other crevice which would yeild slight
protection against the rugged growing conditions. The growing things
he would photograph and dry for preservation. On one occassion he
also shot a loon, a2 large bird with a dappling of white feathers
superimposed on its basically black plummage. This he skinned out
and stuffed. It shared our after cabin looking down reproachfully
'on us for the ensuing months.

Our water tank capacity was 400 gallons, but replenishment
provided no preoblem as there were numerous streams of icy water
tumbling into the fiord at scattered locations, One stream I
remember particularly because of the profusion of brilliant red
flowers that nestled along its banks. Another stream culminated
in a water fall which turned the watering ship procedure into a

lively performance with everyone involved getting soaked in the

process,
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We carried about eight big milk cans on deck lashed to the
sides of the-after deck house.While Bowdoin lay at anchor off
the stream these were taken ashore in a dory for filling énd
returned to the ship. One by one they were hoisted out using a
dory burton and dumped into the water tank. Several tdps were
required to £ill the tank and then a final trip to £ill the cans
which were then stowed full in their accustomed location.

Ships stores, however, posed another problem. To replenish
these it was necessary to return to base about every two weeks.

Frequently there were other maintenance problems to clear up,

" so that our visits to the base were apt to Bst two or three days.

For example, on one such visit Bill Deacon had his tonsils re=-
moved using local anaesthetic. And then, of course, there was the
motorboat as previously mentioned.

These visits also provided our only social contacts beyend
the confines of the "Bowdoin". These seemed méinly to be with
people on other vessels there. I remember evenings spent aboard
the Coast Guard‘tﬁég “Rarifan” with her skipper, Warrant Officer
Stepancff. She had a large ward room that e#tended the full
width of the ship. With a deflecting target box this provided
a fine pistol range for practice with his 22 caliber target pistol.

There were other encounters as noted in my letter home of
August 24, 1942:

"A rather odd meeting occurred the other day. When we came
in with the motorboat to the‘base, a store ship was in and we lay

alongside for a while. Suddenly I heard myself called by name and

looking up saw a fellow whom it took me a minute to recognize.
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Then I récalled that I had met him on a dock down in Miami two
years ago, and that he came from Guilford. I don't remember his
name, but he was one of the gun crew aboard the steamer. Then,
more recently, a couple more ships came in. An officer from one
was going ashore as we were proceeding out on an afternoon job.
He gave a shout and came over. It waerred Sturgess who had
lived with us at the Whitehouse one winter and who had sailed the
1937 Fastnet with us in the Lizzie Mac., That evening we lay
alongside the ship upon which he is Exec anﬁ had a very ple;sant
visit. The same evening, coming on deck at about 11:30 we figured
that something was guite wrong with the moon. Earlier it had
been full and now it was only half. As we Qatched it went into
a total eclipse - a beautiful sight as the night was fine and
clear. Through the binoculars the moon looked epague.”

In my letter I failed to mention that Fred and I had con-
sumed the better part of a bottle of whiskey. The condition
of the moon came as somewhat of a shock to us in Qgé;conditioni
Then it dawned that we were seeing an eclipse. |

After one of our visits to the Base we headed down the fjord
with the intention of tieing up alongside the "Halma" for the
night. In the weeks subsequent to our initial'visit to the ship
we came back frequently whenever. the location of our work éer-
mitted. In so doing we turned up many benefits in addition to
the treasure-trove of beer. For example we found a locked store
rocm filled with cases of whiskey which provided pleasant varidy
to our "night glub" bill of fare. Alsc submerged in the oily
water of one of the after holds we found cases of alpaca parkas

and vests and also Hudson Bay mackinaws. The fact that they were

is



. - 43 -
heavily soaked in oil meant nothing because in one of the forward
holds were stowed drums of aviation gasoline. Using the large
stainless steel cauldrons from the galley as vats we quickly had
an efficient dry cleaning'operation in progress. . The clothes were
then hung out to dry and air for % fey days until our next return.

We collected various souvenirs cof this sort aboard the "Bow-
doin”, including the radio room clock, beautiful in its heavy
brass case and red "silent" sectors on its dial, which foundg its
way into my possession. But alcoholic beverages outlawed since
the days of Josephus Daniels by Navy Regulations, we left aboard
the "Halma" to_be’enjoyed only during our wvisits.

And so again, in routine fashion, we headed down the fjord
to enjo# yet another happy night alongside "Halma". But this
time we were in for a surprise.

As Qe approached we suddenly became aware that "Halma's"
davits were swung out and that the life boat falls dangled loosely
at the waters edge. Furniture and equipment littered the decks.
All was in a dsate of confusion.

The steep shore of the fjord nearest the wreck presented
an amazing spectacle as we drew closar. The water's edge was
'lined with life boats, umiaks, and stacks of material. An
eskimo village seemed to have come into»being aimost over night.
While mooring in our usual berth we studied the scene ashore
through our binoculars.

There must have been thirty or forty eskimos on the beach
and we noted that their behavior was quite unusual. Even as we

watched several climbed up the steep slope, fell and rolled to
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the water's edge. We suddenly realized that they were all drunk.
Never before-had they "had it so goodﬁl

When we went ashore the eskimos were very cordial. Like
happy children who have been presented with a toystore they
wanted to share their goocd fortune with us. I felt mean indeed
as I drafted a radio message to the Base to send a vessel down
the fjord to retrieve the valuable loot.

The next day the "Raritan" came along to pick up the pieces
and relieve us of our wvigil so that we might procede with our work.

They say that virtue is its own reward, but this is sometimes
only an empty consolation. We later learned that "Raritan's" crew
made a fortune selling whiskey at the Base for $35 per bottlel

A week or so after the eskimos had discovered "Halma" a Merrit,
Chapman and Scott salvage vessel arrived from the States. In
short order "Halma's" electric winches were discharging her cargo
onto lighters alongside. Powerful salvage pumps soon had the
vessel cleared of water. With tempofary patches in place she left
under tow for Boston to be repaired and returned to service.

It was early September when we concluded our survey work.
For several weeks we had béen pushing up and down the length of
the fjord recording sounaings at carefully spaced intervals. In
the loﬁer part of the fjord this was somewhat cbmplicated by the

4 knot tide that sometimes would be rushing us along or, on the

opposite heading holding us back to a slow crawl. In the wide

upper reaches of the fjord, the tide had little effect,
As September approached the days grew shorter as the sun

swung lower in the sky. In June, the mountain tops were bathed
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in sunlight all night long. Frequently, I would return from hunting
at 1 or 2 a.m. only because one must sleep sometime,

The summer sun was warm. I remember one windless day I sat
on deck for an hour or two stripped to the waist making fancy-work
manropes for the gangway while the thgrmometer read 75°, In the
background the sun glistened on the patches of white snow on the
craggy shoreline, But such moments were rare and fleeting. The
wind brought a chill, and when clouds passed over the sun the
temperature would drop to 45°. ’

The winds in the fjord were mostly light and variable. Only
occasionally while waiting for our survéy crew could we go “day

sailing” with a good breeze to air the sails and keep the crew

in practice.
£he
Our final soundings were taken on the approaches to4fjord
rom the sea. On cne such day with a light wind and smoothe sea

we set all sail and from the motor boat took photographs of "Bow-

r

doin" under way.

When at last the survey work was complete we returned to the
Base to make two final checks., With trepidation a physical mea-
surement was taken between two signals to check the 40 mile tri-
angulation from the baseline to the head of the fjord. The mea-
surement checked practically within milimeters, a fine tribute to

our survey officers' skill and meticulous work.
ASTRoLmMBE
Then finally one crisp cool night the theedoiite was carefully
set up ashore to measure the meredian transit of a star to estab-
lish geographic orientation.

John Stirton had been transferred to a ship in the Canadian

arctic before this survey was completed. Joe Gorman remained to
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complete the job and to carry out single handed the survey work
that would follow in Tunugliarfik Fjord, Skov Fjord and Brede
Fjord to the south.

And so in early September we said good-bye to our friends
at Bluie West Eight and for the lﬁst time headed down Sondrestrom
fijord for Davis Strait. It was almost with a feeling of nos~
talgia that we passed the ledge where "Halma" had provided us
with so many pleasant evenings and then Kakatorsuak, the big
light mountain, and Puto, the mountain with a hole through its
top, all striped with bands of black basalt. And then at last
we were at sea‘again, laying a course to the southward with a
light breeze broad on our starboard quarter.

It felt good to be at sea once more althougH ocur destina-
tion lay only about 300 miles away. Bowdoin rolled along easily
under all plain sail. Davis Strait.was:blue and sparkling.

To port the coast presented ﬁ saw-tooth profile of dark rock
mountains flecked with patches of snow which even at the end of
summer remained in the shelteréd crevices. -

For the first time in many weeks we hgd the gyro compass in

operation. With this we could utilize true course and bearings

4instead of relying on the magnetic compass which, because of our

position relative to the magnetic pole, had a variation of almost
stw. There was another great advantage which we were to learn
a few hours later.

As daylight faded the breeze freshened. This was what
"Bowdoin" liked. The old girl picked up her skirts and reeled
off the knots. The sea built up and crested with foam that

gleamed white in the starlit night. The vessel would run down one
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sea and swing up as the next one lifted her transom before the
cycle was repeated. The action was rhythmic as one sea followed
the other. .

It was then that we noticed the effect on the magnectic
compass. Instead of steadily pointing to magnetic north it
began to swing and thén the swings inc;eased until at last the
card was revolving like a cartwheel in its bowl. Meanwhile
the gyro clicked steadily to indicate our heading impervious
to all extraneous forces of nature. |

The magnetic declination in the area was in excess of 500,
The downward forces acting on the compass magnets exceded the

horizontal directive forces and hence this erratic performance.

As the night progressed the wind éontinued to increase until
it reached gale force. "Bowdoin" was lighter now than on our
trip north and running off she remained dry as her stern lifted
and she ran down the seas. QOur new Backstays really proveﬁ their
worth in steadying the rig as she'settled in the trough preparing
for her next headlong rush.

As the gusts became heavier it became épparent we weuld have
to get the mainsail off of.her.

With all hands on deck we sheeted down the jib, staysail and
foresail so that they would continue to drive us ahead as we sharp-
ened up. When this was done, it‘was all hands to the main sheet
to trim it in smartly as we rounded to while easing away the throat
and peak halyards.

As she came up amidst the roar of flapping canvas she took a
heavy sea across the starboard rail and rolled deeply to leeward

buryving her lee deck. Mr. Nutt claimed that he was swept right
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outboard; but fortunately had a good hcld on the lee main rigging.
It was just as well as we were doing abcout eleven knots at the time.

When the mainsail was safely stowed we sgquared away again.

At leisure we set the storm trysail to replace the main and
continued on our way reeling off the miles hour after hour as
the gale continued.

AThat night again I was impressed by cne of “Bowdoin's"
qualities. The wind and seas could roar on deck but down below
in the after cabin she seemed steady and silent as a church.

The next afternoon we sighted an iceberg riding apparently
immobile as the seas crashed high around its base. It was beau-
tiful in its detached serenity but it served as a grim reminder
to maintain the best possible lockcocut during the night watches.

Early the next morning we altered course to the eastward to
pass south of Cape Desolation-and stand in for the entrance to
Brede Fjord. This brought the wind and sea abeam. Now we felt
the full force of both as the wind howled in the riééing and the
cold spray drove horizontally over us rattling om our long, hcooded

Navy parkas.

As we came under the land the seas smoothed out. We had a glor-

icus sail into the broad entrance of Brede Fjord, then through the

passage west of Narssak into Tunugliarfik Fjord and on to Narssarssuak.

We lay over for several days at the base, Bluie West One, in
order to organize the survey plan and to collect the necessary
building materials and stores that would be required for the next

two weeks or so of operation.
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The area to be surveyed here was quite different from Sondrestrom.
Sondrestrom had been a long narrow body of water, essentially
straight for most of its length, then widening to assume the pro-
portions of a lake. From the entrénce-to Bluie West Eight the
distance was about 85 miles.

Our first concern here was thé‘40 mile stretch from the island
of Simiutak at the entrance of Skovfjord. to the base located on a
tributary of Tunugliarfik Fjord which was simply a continuation of
Skovfjord. It was never clear to me where one left off and=the
other began but I believe that the change occured at Narssak which
was located at the Jjunction of the passage connecting Skovfjord to
Brede Fjord, about midpoint between Simiutak and the base.

Qur second concern, then, was to survey the connecting passage
and the lower section of Bredefjord and its approaches.

The character of the landscape and the shoreline was alsc
quite different. The fjords were, K broader and the mountains far
less pronounced.than in lower Sondrestrom. The shoreline between
the fijords was relatively low and very rocky. Toward the entrances
there were numerous islands with navigable passages behind them.
Some of these afforded small protected anchorages, but the depth
of the water'provided problems. It was difficult to find depths
of even 20 fathoms in which to anchor. A scope of:as littlelas-

2 to 1 would freguently bring our stern perilously close to the
rocky shore to which we would freguently run stern warps.

leading off of the passage close to Narssak was a shallow
lake—-like harbor surrounded by low land. Its shoreline provided

the best site for the base line for our survey.
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Narssak, with its snug little harbof, provided the nattiral home
base from which to operate.

The harbor at Narssak was well protected from the north and
northeast from which direction come.the Foehn winds. A precipa-
tous mountain of rock dominated the g;;é of the harbor and the
rolling land upon which the town hy extended along the north shore,
A stone dock surmounted with a small red painteéjgzuse provided
the landing point. Behind this the houses were scattered on
the slopes.

There were perhaps twenty or fwenty-five houses in the town.
Foremost amongst these was the white wooden church with its little
steeple. Nearby was the schoolhouse, also of wood, painteé mus- -
tard yellow. Other wooden houses included the school teachers
house and the trader's house, Extending down the slope and
further up toward the head of the harbor were the poorer stone
and sod huts indigenous to the country.

Our previous contacts with the "skeemos" at Sondrestrom had
been sporatic and rather remote., 1In that area there were no
native towns close by. The people we had seen had been travelling
and hunting and fishing along the way. We had occasionally had
an umiak loaded with men, women aﬁd children come alongsidg and
sometimes we would give:. them a tow to help them against the
strong tide. Socmetimes, too, we had uncountered a few men in
their kyaks tb whom we would-&rowipacks of cigarettes as a gift.

But these pecople were in transit and our contacts were momentéry

and casual.
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At Narssak, however, we were to become practically members
of the commuriity. "Umiakshua", the eskimo name for "big white
boat"”, became the community social center each time we dropped
anchor in the harbor.

Typically, as soon as we would enter the harbor the umiaks
would come out and cluster alongside.'-Conversations would start,
particularly with the young people, in a polyglot of English,
Eskimo and sign language, always with giggles and laughs., Always
they remained in their umiaks until specifically invited on board.

The older people who came out were reticent but interested
and amused., Many of the older ones, particularly the women, wore
the traditional kamiks, or seal skin boots, seal skin trousers
beautifully decorated at the waist with colorful ewbroidery which
stood out against the tanned skin gleaming white. It was usually
the older ones who brought little model kyaks, wood carvings, seal
skin mittens, and other trinkets Fo trade for éigarettes.

The younger people for the most part dressed in western clothes
obtained from the Danish Trading Monopoly. The yocung men had
rubber boots, heavy wool trousers and éneraks, or hooded shirts

made of trade goods cloth. = The girls wore western dresses, sweaters

~and coats. For Sunday best, however, many wore their beautiful

A4

eskimo” costumes, topped with the wide heavy beaded collars done

in intricate designs of bright colors.

The life of the village was very simple and the entertainment

- was entirely self made.. It was surprising how many of the people

could play musical instruments and had other personal accomplish-
ments to contribute to the entertainment at a gathering. It

frequently made us realize how few our own personal accomplishments

were i PRI .
and how much in our civilization we rely on outisde sources



rather than ourseives.

Frequently we would visit in the people'’s houses. Sometimes
a dance would "happen" to the music of an ancient wind up gramo-
phone with scratchy records. Often we would be offered "imiak",
the native home-brew beer to drink. To ug, though we tried to be
polite, this was an unpalatable and weak concoction, but occasionally
our hosts would get quite tipsy on it.

The houses provided an interesting contrast.

The stone and sod houses were primitive in the extreme. The
walls were built of stone very thick, as from tiﬁe immemorial.
Some of the more fortunately situated houses were built into the
hillside facing south. The rcofs were thickly covered with sod
which presummably had some insulating value. A door and a window
completed the structure. Most of the interior was devoted to a
low platform which served as a communal bed space. Light was
provided by a socapstone lamp which held a pool of seal oil and a
wick. Faggots of wood were burned for cooking and warmth.

On the other extrems, however, the trader who was the most
important personage in the town, lived in a tidy, well appointed
wooden house.

The economy of the town centered around the Danish frading
Monopoly. To obtain the necessities such a§ cloth, salt, sugar,
and other basic foods, powder and shot to load their shotgun

shells, and many other items the pecple hunted, fished and raised

sheep.
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The sheep were mostly self sufficient. They roamed the hill-
sides at will., Upon the arrival of the lambing season in +he
spring the sheep were rounded in. When the new lambs arrived

they were earmarked and at the appropriate time were turned loose

- with their mothers to commence their lives on the hillsides. Each

sheep owner had his own distinctive earmark, recorded with all the
others on a large parchment. These marks were cut or punched into
the ear of the sheep.

Seals were all important to the “skeemps". We would fre-
quently see convocations of them in the fjorxrds. We found them to
be aleét and intelligent and most difficult to approach. To success-
fully hunt seals the eskimo hunter must ocutwit them.A This he does
by rigging a white cloth screen just ahead of himself in his kyak.
Crouched behind this he can quietly approach to within range for
harpooning his quarry. The seal, used to seeing white chunks of
floating ice in the water apparently does not differentiate until

+

too late.

All parts of the seal can be utilized. The skin is used for
clothing and building kyaks, the meat is a main staple of diet,
(the blubber provides oil for lamps as well), and the livers can
be traded for later conversion to seal liver oil. In eskimo he
is called "puisee'.

The men also fished from their kyaks. The successful fisher-

man would return home with a bunch of cod strung by the gills

| towing alongside his kyak. The cod livers were traded for pro-

cessing into cod liver oil.
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The hunter could find ptarmigan or "akisit" at almost any time.
In winter their plumage was white to provide protective coloration
against the snow. Most often these birds, as previocusly noted,
were quite tame, but at certain times of year, I found them.to be
quite wild and as difficult to shoot as our native grouse.

For transportation of goods and people beyond the capabilities
of umiaks the town had a motorboat. This could sometimes be seen
loaded with brush and small wood cocllected for fuel at some remote

. crevice between the hills along the fjord. At other timeé it might
be seen loaded withmiive sheep headed for Julianéhaab.

It also might be used in the event of severe illness beyond
the capabilities of the local nurse to take a patient to the
hospital in Julianahaab.

Narssak had a residen£ nurse. She was a native girl named
Iauriver who had had training in Demmark and in the hospital at
Julianahaab. We never did determine Jjust how competent'shé was or
what facilities she had to work with but she was a bright girl with
a pleasing personality., During our visits we were never aware of
any health problems in Narssak but we understood that tuberculosis-
.was quite prevalent amongst the natives on the coast.

Narssak did not seem to have any form of government‘as such.

‘The trader who represented the Danish Goverﬁment Monopoly and pre-
sided over the warehouse on the dock was a Greenlander who, judging
from his features, had considerable Caucasian blood. He was a very
pleasant individual with a nice family. His two young sons used

to visit aboard frequently and they were alert intelligent lads.
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This man seemed to be the dominant personality in the town. Otto

Egede another Greenlander with Caucasian features was introduced to

us as the "Chief of Police", but since their was no crime'there was
no need for any policemen.

In fact it would be difficult to conceive of crime amongst
these people with their carefree, happy go lucky nature. They
seemed to take life as it came on a day to day basis. When the
hunting and fishing were good they lived well, when they were not,
they lived poorly. There never seemed to be any thought of ade-
éuately preparing for hard times which were accepted as an in-
evitable fact of life., Always we found them friendly and anxious
to please. Sométimes this could be disconcerting because they
always tried toc say what they thought we wanted to hear. Nothing
was ever éut forcefully. "Imaka" (perhaps) always introduced any
rlan of acticn. }Imaka dance tonighﬁ" -"Imaka go fishing tomcrrow.
Always they were polite. ‘“"Kryanck" (thank youj and "Ishishlu”
(your welcome) were invariably used for some small gift or favor.

Thé eskimo language is very interestinghin many ways. The
language of Greenland is closely related to that of the Canadian
Arctic, Alaska and northern Siberia, which would seem to bear out

the theory that the population of Greenland originated from the

migration of eskimos from the westward around the top of the world

and down the habitable fringe along the west coast of Greenland.
Ideas in the langnage may be expressed around one word by the use
of wodifying prefixes and suffixes. I remember especially seeing

in a2 school book a paragraph of about ten lines which consisted

A}

of one word only.

H
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Most of us developed a vocabulary of a few frequently used

words. "Bearnie" Nutt, however, pursued the language more dil-

" igently and at least made a start on the compilation of an eskimo

dictionary.

Our survey work started in the latter part of September.

The plan of operation was similar to that used at Sondrestrom but
approaching winter imposed new and more difficﬁlt conditions.

Our first snow fall, for example, came one night in late September
as we lay gquietly at anchor in Narssak. 7T shall never forget how
beautiful the harbor looked all fringed in white. For the first
time we saw "Bowdoin" under a fluffy glistening‘white mantel,
which soon succombed to the wash deck hose and deck brooms.

The autumn weather was bright and clear and beautiful with
a snap in the air. It was in October that we had our first ex-
perience with skim ice which began to form on the fjords during
the calm cold nights. , |

In the waterline area Bowdoin was sheathed with Greenheart,
an iron-tough wocd of South American origin. Forward it extended
comfértably above the waterline, but as it cqntinued aft it dropped
down to and then below our load waterline. In the way of the main
ri§ging it was completely submerged.

One frosty calm morning we got underway to carry ocut our
duties. Bowdoin easily ran through the light glazing of % inch
ice that coated the water pushing out slivers of ice to race away
over the smoothe frozen surféce as she broke out her path toward

her destination. We were operating well down the fjord at about

our furthest range from the base.
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As we pushed along I felt comfortable in the assumption that
the greenheart forward could withstand the qutting edge of the
sharp ice and that, once broken.it could do no harm. After a
while, however, I suddenly realized that this was not the case.
Our maximum beam was in the way of the.miin rigging and here the
ice was cutting into her sturdy ocak pianking as surely as any
buzz-saw. Cbvicusly we could not long operate in this fashion.
And so we found a sheltered little harbor nearby and radioed to
the base for 2 x 10 lumber, heavy guage galvanized sheet metal
and quantities of galvanized boat nails to be brought down to
us. | |

I shall never forget the job of applying that sheathigg.
First we nailed the lumber to Bowdoins planking above the green-
heart from the fore rigging to well abaft the main rigginé. Then
the metal, predrilled on deck, was applied to protect the soft
new wood and overlap the:greenheart below the freezing waters
edge. Pie Truesdale and I worked from a dory alongside while
everyone else on board sat like chickens roosting on the main
boom guyed out at right angles on the cpposite side to heel the
vessel. We popped a lot of boatnails and we froze our fingers
but we completed the job.

The autumn weather was good and the winds were mostly light.
Our work progressed well during the period, Frequently we would
lie over in Narssak. One Sunday we decided to go to church.
This was aﬁ occasion in several respects. First of all, maﬁy of

us hadn't been to church for at :best several months and worst



o it ik s

. -~ 58 -
several years. Secondly none of us had had our Navy blue uniforms
on since we left the States. And so, as a group, we proceded
ashore in full uniform to attend the service.

The skeemos, too, were dressed in their best cosﬁumes‘some of
which were very colorful. Conducted entirely in eskimo language
the service was simple and effective. The whole town seeméd to
have attended. | ’

On the days when we operated in and out of Narssak we would
frequently bring some of the local boys along. Joel Petersen
especially was a good worker and was happy to take over the galley
chores in return for his meals on beoard and the entertainment of
béing in our midst. Egede Klist also was a frequent visitor though
his interest was more in the entertainment and far less in per-
forming helpful chores. Tﬁé boys were specizlly delighted on the
occasions Qhen we would activate our main battery, consisting of
two World War I 30 calibre Lewis'machine guns and bring them to
bear on selected icebergs and grcwlefs which littered the fjord.
Since these great chunks of ice float in precarious balance if |
one succedes in shooting off a segment it sets them to rolling
and sometimes breaking up béfore they again subside.

Upon our return to the anchorage the kyaks and umiaké would
again cluster around. The kyaks men were very skillful in the
handling of their craft which were of such importance in their
daily lives. The ultimate in skill, however, was to be able to
roll completely over in the icy water submerging on one side, deftlf
working the paddle in an upside down position and emerging on the
other side. With cotton in his nose, the hood of his enerak tightly

drawn up arcound his face, and the bottom of his enerak tightly tied

around the low coaming of his kyak one of our friends performed
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this feat for us much to our admiration and that of his skeemos
audience as well, |

It was on one of those nights in Narssak harbor that we
witnessed without doubkt the most beautiful display of northern
lights I have ever seen. Above the snow covered mountains and
ridges and the sleeping town the northern lights flickered and lept
like tongues of red and orange flame tinged with green reaching
ever higher until at length they joined from all sides together
at the zenith. And behind it ali the séarkling stars shone
through the icy cléar atmosphere to provide a f£itting back drop.

Our survey work had progressed smobthely with only the
routine interruptions of our periodic returns to base for necessary
supplies and such interludes as the sheathing incident. Qur pro-
gress, however, was harder attained because of the colder weather
which froze fingers and toes and slower because of the shortening
hours of daylight. Then suddenly it came %o a grinding halt for
a while in Novenber.

One day while operating in the lower reaches of the fjord
the engine began to give the ominous noises associated with bear-
ing trouble and then seized up as we came to anchor in a conven-
ient cove. It was obvious that we must return to base and perform
a major coverhaul, |

That night it snowed hard, 'but early in the morning the storm
passed leaving us with six inches’ of snow on deck, a clear sky and
a fine fresh breeze blowing up the fjord. Never have I had a more
glorious sail. With sheets eased on a broad reach Bowdoin swept

through the icy waters while the snow covered hills looked down

from either side of the fjoxd.
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The armf of the fjord upon which the base was located was filled

with slush ice. Bowdoin made an eerie sound as she swished through
the imperturable layer of gumbo until at last we dropped all sail

and let her slide gracefully into her snug berth 6n the inner side

-~

»

of the peir.

We carried the necessary replacement main and connecting rod
bearings among our spare parts but the dismantling of the engine and

the painstaking task of blue and scrape, blue and scrape to bring
three wWeeis

-the-bearings -in- required- about $Hen—-days-for Tom McColgan assisted

by Peter Femino to accomplish. Water had somehow mixed with the
crank case oil to cause the trouble.,

This arm of the fjord provided an interesting contrast. On
the one side was located the modern air base which provided vital
facilities for the never eﬁding succession of air craft which were
in transit for delivery into the European war zone. Facing the
airstrip on the opposite side of fhe fjord one could discern the
tracery of buildings %hich had gg;;zfthe settlement of Brattahlid

established by Erik the Red in the tenth century.

Perhaps at this point it would be of interest to very briefly

-recount a little of Greenland history specifically related to

Brattahlid.
In about 981 Erik the Red, who had come from Norway to Ice-

land sailed for Greenland on a voyage of exploration. After three
vears, during which he had explored far and had formed a favorable
opinion of the country he returned to Icelaqd to interest colonists
to come with him to settle in the land which he called Green Land -

a name deliberately chosen for its appealing connotation.



’ - 61 -

It was in 985 that Erik the Red homesteaded Eriks fijord and
builé his home at Brattahlid. .

The colonists built firms which they stockéa with cattle and
sheep which they had brought with them from Iceland., The country
gide provided game, the fjords provided fish, and from the dom-
estic animals they prodﬁced woolen cleoth, butter, cheese and hides.
Ships from Norway and Iceland made hazardous trading voyages
bringing necessary tools and equipment and returning with walrus
- hide thongs and ivory as well moré prosaic domestic products.

In 999 Leif "éhe Lucky", Erik's son, sailed from Brattahlid
to Norway to visit the court of King Oléf Tryggvason. Over the
winter this ardent Christian convinced Leif to accept Christianity
and to bring back two missionary priests to Greenland upon his

return in the spring of the year 100C.

On this voyage Leif missed Greenland and discovered a land
beyond which he called Vihland the Good beéause of i?s bountiful
supply of "wineberrie”, and self-sown "wheat". Before the end
of summer he returned to Brattahlid.

Erik was not impressed with Christianity feeling that it was
a soft religion suited only for women and siaves. His wife,
Thijodhild, however, became an ardent Christian and.builg'a‘church
near the farm gg-Bratthalid. Shé thereupon refused to consort
with Erik because he was a heathén. One can only conjecture at

Erik's reaction to this turn of events.
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Three or four vears later Thorfinn Karlsefni, the Icelander,
arrived in a large and seaworthy ship, accompanied by anothér
ship. According to the grandiose custom of the time Erik the Red
invited Thorfinn and the whole company of both ships to be his
guests at Brattahlid during the winter.

It was during this winter that the most renowned voyage of
discovery, lead by Thorfinn Karlsefni and accompanied by ILeif the
Lucky, was planned. The two ships set forth in the spring.

"Altogether the Karlsefni exéeditién had 160 people., They
sailed frist from Eriks fijord (in the Eastern Settlement, present
Julianahaab) to the Western Settlement fPresént Godtharh) and then
to Bear Island (Disko)}. Thence they sailed two days southwestward,
when they discovered land. They manned a boat and explored the
land, finding large flat stones, some of them 12 Ells (18 feet)

wide. Foxes were numerous. They gave the land a name and called

it Helluland (Flagstoneland).

_ "Thence they sailed two days, turning from their southwesterly
course to a south course, and discovered a forested country with
abundant game . . .(This was Markland, Forestland).

“Thence they stood southwest along the coast for a long time."
This brought them to Vinland, where they spent the winter.  The
fascinating account of this VOyaée is told in the Saga of Erik the
Red, Researchers and scientisté have studied for many years in an
effort to identify the lands described.

Looking across the fjord from where Bowdeoin lay one could
visualize through the mists of time the massive stone farmhouses

with their domestic animals grazing on the cleared hillsides. 1In
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the background would be Thijodhild's church with walls of grey
stone perhaps four feet thick. Here was the settlement from
which great adventurers had set forth_on great voyages.

The continuing history of Greenland down through the Middle
Ages, the gradual dissolution of the Vikihgs and the recolonization
many vears later provides a fascinating story which I recommend
to anyone interested in the subject.

The Base provided a marked contrast to our normal world
and way of life. It was totally insulated from the Greenland
we knew. Suitably enough, it was ap is;and in itself entirely
devoted to the war effort with its back turnea to its surrdundings.

During good weather air planes were coming in to land at
two or three minute intervals only to be refueled, checked and
sent on their way. The dock area, too, the center of our world
was a hub of activity. Convoys, escorted by Coast Guard Cutters
such as the Tampa, Mojavé, Esfénaba and a host of others would
arrive with troop replacements and supplies. Twoc ships at a time
could lie alongside to discharge while the others would ride to
anchors precariously set on the edge of the élacial shelf in ﬁhe

fjord off of the air strip.

Other Coast Guard Cutters assigned to Greenland waters, Bes,
Ano VsS TBzar

North Star, Northland)aad‘Storis&y were flso frequent visitors.
It was amongst.the officers of thegélggzzgsthat I found my most
congénial outside contacts, some of which have continued through
the vyears.

Our berth at the Base was snug indeed. The inshore side of

the pgir formed a small relatively shallow basin with the shore

behind which rose precipitously in an overhanging cliff. Along-
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side the pégg an oil barge was moored and generally we berthed
alongside of this. The oil barge was presided over by a bearded,
rather unkemptharacter named Smokey who held forth in the over-
heated deck house which served as a sort of club'room; This was '
the scene of almost continuous card games and the spot where
nefarious money-making schemes were hatched. Smokey could procure
almost anything for a price and eskimo scuvenirs which our boys
obtained for a few packages of cigarettes down the fjord could
be parlayed into fantastic profits. Smokey, in short was generally
known as an "operator"”. Ultimately later in the winter the trading
activities of our crew came to the attention of the Danish author-
ities in Julianahaab and rebounded on me in the form of restricticns
issued by an unsympathetic Admiral E4 H, Smith.

Our first experience with a Foehn wind came in December,
This type of wind.in Greenland results from a certain combination
of temperature and atmospheric présspre conditibns which may occur
over the vast ice cap. These winds may last for only a few hours
or they may continue for several days. One thing is sure, however.
They will always reach at least hurricane force.

One morning as we lay in the harbor at Simiutak at the en-
trance to Skov fjord the warning came. The temperature of the
air which had been at its normal level of about 100F.guickly be-
gan toc rise to 20C and then to 360, then 359F. When this occurs

the wind is never far behind.

The harbor at Simiutak is long and narrow extending straight

into the heart of the solid rock island. The axis of the narrow
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sleeve points toward the fjord and beyond that toward the treacherous
ice cap. At anchor, we braced ourselves for what might come, pre-
pared to get underway at a moments notice should this seem necessary.

The first gusts of wind confirmed our worst .expectations. They
blew directly into the entrance of the harbor converting the uwnin-
viting shoreline into a. direct lee shére. Quickly we got under way
in the desperate hope that we could find protection elsewhere.

Our 120 HP diesel labored as we pushed for the entrance of
the harbor but with Bowdoin's bdw directly to the wind we made
sufficient progress. Once clear of the narrow waters, however,
wind and sea conditions became rapidly worse.

To starboard the rocky shore dropped precipitously to meet
the seas.which were crashing high against the cliffs.

We gained a little offing before a breaking sea drove Bow-
doin's bow off to starboard laying her in the trough of the sea.
Tom McColgan in thé engine room stood on the throttle to extract
the last ounce of power from the engine to bring the ship's head
to the fierce wind again. As the wind roared the top of the wheel
box beside me blew off and skated to leeward across the water.

But suddenly she made it. For a few minutes head to wind we re-

gained some distance from the murderous lee shore.

Then it happened again. Again we were 'in the trough drifting
rapidly toward certain disaster. Suddenly Beannie Nutt called

from below - "Fire in the lazarette!" The iron handhole plate in

' the otherwise lagged muffler was red hot and had started some

nearby gear to smoldering.
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Miraculously we again got Bowdoin head to wind but this time
we headed back for the dubious protection we had left with tﬁe
roaring wind estern and the seas lifting us on; At a point where
I knew the bottom of the harbor rose we dropped both anchors and
rounded to to ride out the gale with the engine turning over ahead
to ease the strain on the ground tackle. Meanwhile a little light-
house which had been built on the island above the head of the
harbor blew away.

That evening the wind departéd as duickly as it had come.

At about 2 a.ﬁ. ags we lay in the quiet harbor the ice came in.
At first a few small pans appeared, theh quickly and stealthily
it came in gquantity. We hastily got under way and escaped before,
the harbor became completely blocked.

During the storm we had watched the barcmeter descent rapidly
until the needle fetched up-on the stop at the bottom of the
scale. The next day it was sfill there ané I suspeqted that the
barcmeter was broken. When we hailed a Coast Guard trawler in
the fjord I asked for his barometer reading = -~ ~ 27.67 inches.
Our scale ended at 27.70! Eventually our barometer recovered none
the worse for its experience,

It was at about this time in December that the Coast Guard
trawlers Nanuk, Natsek and Bluebird departed to return to Boston.
Magnus Magnusson, a former Icelandic fisherman and an excellent
seamén, had command of Nanuk. Tom Lafarge, an old friend from
New Haven, had command of Natsek and Jim Baldwin had command of

Bluebird. All went well with them until they parted company out-
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side the straits of Belle Isle. Bluebird went east of Newfdundland,
but the others passed through the Straits of Belle Isle and entered
the Gulf of the Saint Lawrence River. There they encountered a
freezing northwest gale. Magﬁus and his crew thfbugh superhuman
and heroic efforts managed to batter -away the salt sea ice which
formed continuously from the wind whipped seas. Thus they barely
prevented the vesselvfrom becoming overburdened to the point of
losing stability and rolling over. In their struggle for survival
Nanuk and Natsek became separated in the gale. Toms vessel was
never seen again. Bluebird encountered no difficulty.

The days were now approaching their shortest duration as
Christmas drew near. Full daylight came at about 9 a.m. and
lasted until about 3 p.m. At noon the sun hung low over the =
horizon to the south. The.snow line..which in the autumn was
high on the mountainsidef had gradually lowered until now it
reached the waters edge. The temﬁeratures, too, had been lower-
ing. The normal temperature range was now from about 10C above to
about 10° below zero, though on a bright still day it mlght range

iT apProachs i
higher. We never saw it below 20° below zero anthhls only
.occasionally., Frequently in a given day it would be colder at
home in Connecticut than with us in Skov fjord. Often ice would
start to form on the fjord only to be clearéd outrby the warm

temperature and agitation resulting from a Foehn wind.

"It was not by accident that Christmas found us anchored in
the harbor at Narssak. Considerable preparation had gone on in
anticipation of the day. Since whatever trees there are in this
ﬁart of Greenland grow with their trunks horizoﬁtal to the ground

and since, in any case, there are no conniferéﬁ we had made our
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own Christmas tree, As we had done some years before in the 4=
masted barque "Parma" in the "Roaring Forties" south of Australia,
we fashioned a tree from the handle of a deck broom. Holes were
drilled in the Ytrunk"” to accomodate "branches”, and frayed canvas
painted green was spiraled on the "limbs" to form a conv1nc1ng‘§§ray
of needles. A piece of sheet brass was carefully scribed and cut
in the form of a star to crown the top of the "tree'". Foil from
cigarette packages provided tinsel.

Our Christmas story is best described in a letter to my mother
and father dated 21 January 1943 as follows:

"Christmas Eve we anchored off Narssak and on Christmas day
we had a great party aboard. The ship was packed with natives,
many of whom brought presents with them. There was a great ex-
changing of gifts and we served them a sort of cherry beer that the
cook had made up of canned cherries, sugar, water and yeast. It
was guaranteed indigestion for a white man, but they loved it. We
ourselves mixed up a little punch with some stuff that had been
given to us by another ship here for the purpose. And so it was
all very gay and much fun., We had an excellent dinner of turkey

-and Birdseye vegetables. There were two little Christmas trees -

on the table, lighted by several candles and so it was all very
Christmasy indeed. I had not cheated and saved all of my presents
for Christmas morning. I really had a bunk-full of thlngs. I was
delighted with the things you sent me __ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ o

"'wo nights later we went to a Christmas party in the same
little town of Narssak. It was given by some of the natives in
the school hcuse and was very gay with many laughs and lots of fun.
They had a Christmas tree and we sang, had presents and played
games and it was all very jolly, with the boisterous spirit of a

children's party".

For New Years we decided that a little héliday rest and
recreation was in order. Accordingly, we headed down the fjord
and around the corner to Julianahaab.

Julianahaab was the district capital. It was the largest
town in the area and the trading center toward which the smaller
towns were oriented. As a commercial and administrative center
it had a fairly large Danish population.
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The harbor, protected by a low-lying fringe of rocks, &as not
large and did not lend itself to a vessel swinging freely at
anchor. When we entered, therefore, we berthed Bowdoin alongside
a steamer which was lying to two anchors in mid-ﬁﬁrbor with warps
holding her stern close under the rocky shore. Her name was S/S
"rintagle”. She was old and rusty - a war time resuscitation from
the scrap heap. '

The town itself was small and neat. Stone bulkheads lined the
harbor front. These were surmounted by warehouses. Behind these
were neat frame houses mostly painted red. As one walked along
the street they presented.an impression of coziness with pots of
@eraﬁhms.inside brightening the windows. Rocky hills rose up be-
hind the town with little red houses extending up the snow covered
slopes. ‘ |

Qur plans for "rest and recreation” however were rudely
shattered a few hours after our afrival. The quickly rising temp-

erature gave brief warning of the Foehn wind that was soon to be

upon us.
"mintangle's" crew hastened to run additional steel cablesgs to

.the rocky shore. We doubled up on all our lines and put every

available fender overside between the vessels. And then the wind

-came from off the land in roaring gusts.

For five days the wind never dropped below 75 miles per hour,

 full hurrican force. The:shore afforded protection but the windage of

the steamer put great strains on the heavy steel cables which would
part from time to time. At last the strain was divided between
thirteen of these cables. The wind around the steamers masts and

rigging roared with the noise of an express train in a tunnel.
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Although the wind was off the land there waé_a;surge of sea
which came into the harbor from outside. This kept Bowdoin con-
tinually rolling against her fenders until the treenails started
backing out, and from time to time, we would reach overside with
a mallet to reset them. During tﬁe five days we maintained sea
watches always ready to get under waylat a moments notice in case
of emergency.

At last the wind subsided leaving us unharmed but weary.

I left Julianahaab with the impression that our reception
theré had been cooly correct. This surprised me because of the
cordial relatiqns I had experienced with Scandinavians in Sweden,
where my family had spent about a year, and in Norway, where I
had cruised the coast after the race from Newport to Bergen.
Somehow I had the feeling that we were not very walcome with the
Danes of Julianahaab.

After New Years we continued our survey work which was becom-
ing increasingly difficult. The Foehn winds had blown our signals
down so that many of them had to be rebuilt. The icy temperatures
froze Joe Gorman's fingers and toes as he "occupied" the various
stations shooting and recording the many angles to be obtained
‘from each. The short days cut doﬁn our working time. This perhaps
was a mercy to Joe but it slowed the progress of the work,

Winter weather brought other problems. Sometimes when the snow
was falling heavily, we would hear an airplane in the ﬁurk overhead.

Usually this spelled trouble. It seemed that planes flying to

Narssarssuak could home in well on a beacon situated on Simiutak

Island. The radio reception beyond that point, however, for the
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remaining forty miles was highly unreliable. Often we would hear a
plane circling overhead for a while - then nothing more. Sometimes
these planes would crash on the ice cap. At other times we would
receive instructions to search the fjords in cert%in areas. We
never were successful in any of our sdarches.

Winter gales with heavy snow brought uncomfortable times to -
us as well, In particular I remember one night in a harkor near
the entrance to Brede Fjord. The harbor was reasonably well shel-
tered but the depth was 50 fathoms. It was only close under the
lee shore that we could drop the anchor in 20 fathoms with a 2:1
scope. That night with our stern swung close to the rocky shore,
we rode put a gale in snow so dense that it reduced visibility to
zero. We lowered a drift lead over the side to give immediate
warning should we drag and.then statiéned an anchor watch., The
man on watch maintained constant Qigil and reported to me every
ten minutes as I sat reading and shoozing on the cabin ﬁransom.

It was a lcng night.
As the winter progressed we spent more time at the base.

This was in large part due to the fact that the survey work had

.reached the stage of assimilating field data and producing "boat

sheets " in preparation for plotting soundings. This work was
strictly Joe Gorman and occupied no one else. These stays with
their enforced inactivity were not helpful to the morale on board.

Those winter days were perhaps not the shortest but to me they

were the darkest of all.
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All hands forward lived under cramped conditions aboardf
Bowdoin's forecastle was typical of any fishing schooner. Upper'
and lower bunks lined the sides, converging toward the bow, Benches
extended along the length of the lower bunks and the forecastle
table filled the space between them. Just aft of this was a
primitive "head"” and hanging and sto;age lockers to port. To
starboard was the o0il fired galley range and food storage lockers
outboard. In periocds of enférced_idlengss, especially in bad
weather, the forecastle was crowded and stéﬁmy. -

The galley was the cook's domain and he ran it in an aﬁﬁo—‘
cratic fashion. He was the first to turn ouf in the mornihg to
put on the hugh coffee pot which remained simmering on the stove
all day. He would start the breakfast and hold reveille which

consisted of turning on the record player which had a speaker aft
in the cabin as well. One record especially was an appropriate
favorite of his -- "Dese.Bones Gwine Rise Again". He did his job
Qell, but woe betide anyone, including the captain, who crossed
him up in the performance of his duties. This was especially so
When he was baking bread and enticing it to fise.

His attitude, however, was at times abrasive to the crew.

One day I hastened forward to find Pie Truesdale and the céok
locked in mortal combat in the forecastle.

We had other fights, too, but mostly they stemmed from other
“causes. The enlisted men's club brovided beer, but no hard 1li-
quor. This requirement was ingeniously satisfied by an airplane
engine antifreezerfluid popularly known as P-38. To the best of
my knowledge no one ded or went blind from consuming the stuff but

its effects were startling, Either the consumer became a good



- 73 =
natured zombie (this was how it affected Bill Deacon) or otﬁerwise
a wild animal., A shiftless young lad named Shorty who had been
assigned to us not long before came under the latter category.
Filled with P-38 he became a knife weilding maniac.

Our troubles were not only rest;icted to the enlisted men.

For some time Joe Gorman had been acting in a moody and tem-
permental manner. Oﬁe afternoon, I was sitting below in the cabin
reading. Suddenly I was aware of footsteps stamping back and forth
along the deck over my head and Joe Gorman raving in a loud voice
designed for me, as well as any other interested spectator to
hear. With enthusiasm he was cursing me up and down, the main
tenor of his complaint being that I was a slave driver.

I sat and pondered. There was obviously no good to be gained
from engaging in an argumeﬁt because>the state of his mind was
clearlj irrational. A physical encounter was also out of the
guestion. |

There was in fact a certain validity to his complaint. The
purpose of our mission was to complete the survey of our designated
area. It was my job to see that this was done. Since the Navy'
-had seen fit to order John Stirton elsewhere the entire load had
fallen on Joe., By and large he had borne up pretty well.

Although his present tantrum was diffiéult to take, I decided
the wisest course to follow, all things considered, was to let
~ the storm blow itself out in the hope that it would clear the air
" for him and hopefully we could all forget the incident. Iater on

we had a constructive talk, and the work continued.
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One bitter day in February rumors of tragedy began to circulate
around the dock. Soon afterward the ships came in. After the
escorts were secured alongside groups of survivors in ill-fitting
clothes came down the gangway to the dock followed by endless
nunbers of shrouded bodies. The "Dorchester”, a former Merchant's
and Miner's coastal vessel converted Eo a transport had been tor-
peoded a hundred or so miles off the coast the previous night.
The ship had sunk quite rapidly. Some life boats and rafts got off
safely. These accounted for most. of the survivors. Some few
were plucked from the icy water. Those who were not picked up
within the first few minutes could not survive the deadly cold
and perished in their life jackets. The sea was literally covered
with little bobbing lights on the life jackets of these forzen men.

There were many tales of heroism including that of the now
Sovr

~almost legendary #kwee chaplains who stayed to the last to help

the troops get off and then went down with the ship.

Ironically, one tragedy need never have occurred. ‘“Bowdoin's"
previous ships cook, Lambert, had been transferred ashore to the
hospital in Boston before we had sailed. Somecone had overlooked
to change his orders aﬁd ncw, recuperated, he had been sent aboard
the Dorchester to rejoin us. He was one of those who didn't make it.

Following the tragedy Com Gre Pat developed a mania fér sec-
urity. At headquarters conversations were furtive. All was on a
"need-to-know" basis particularly in regard to the comings and
goings of the convoys. I would return from the secretive atmosphere
of headgquarters to the docks where everyone talked freely (and.

accurately) about the upcoming arrivals and departures of the ships.
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It was at about this time that Admiral Smith called me to
headquarters. He carefully shut the door and then informed me
that he had heard that one of the eskimos living in Narssak had
reportedly seen a submarine in the fjord. Since none of ours
were in the area, would we investigate.

Soon we were on our way down the fjord. We made our visit
to Narssak seem as casual as ever.and in due course we found our
man.

As previously mentioned, these easy-going friendly people
when asked a gquestion will try to answer in the manner they think
will please you most. We, therefore, were careful to avoid any
leading questicns. Had ﬁe seen anything in the fjord? Our
friend answered, "Ap" (Yes). Producing a pencil and paper, we
asked him to draw a picfure. He drew a perfect submarine com-
plete wifh all essential details. It had disappeared quickly and
he had not seen it again.

Why would an enemy submarine enter the fjord unless it were
to make contact with individuls and to receive some form of assist~
ance or information. Our reception fromrthe Danes at Julianahaab
crossed my mind and also the complaint that they had lodged with
Admiral Smith regarding our frequent visits to Narssak. Perhaps
they‘found our constant presence in the fjerd and our frieﬁdly
relationship with the skeemos inconvenient. Perhaps there was a
connection with the Dorchester incident which occurred so close

to the shore of Greenland. I doubt that I shall ever know for

sure.
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Aside from the risk of being torpedoed, Merchant ships coming
to Narssarssuak in the winter had other tribulations. The "Mont-—
rose", skewered on a pinnacle of rock, bore grim testimony. All
efforts to salvage her sﬁéceded only in further ripping her bottom
and so she remained as a constant reminder of disaster to ships
approaching the anchorage. Foehn winds were an ever present threat
at this season to ships anchored on the edge of the glacial shelf
off the end of the air strip. The holding ground for anchors was
not good. Beyond the shelf the water was too deep for any ship
to anchor.

One winter day as we lay snugly berthed under the protection
of the land a Foehn wind roared down from the ice cap to vent
its fury on the anchorage in which four or five merchant ships
lay. The wind funnelled with a clear sweep down the air strip
to whip the surface of the fjord into a cauldron of fiying water
which engulfed the ships. They appeared as if in a dense low
lying fog with only the tops of their masts and funnels rising
above it. Their anchors would not hold and so they spent the
afterncon and most of the night under way in these conditions.

To me it was a miracle that they all came through without collisiocon
and without being driven ashore below the ruins of Brattahlid.

The wind carried large rocks tumbling along the length of the
airstrip. Before the control tower anemometer Blew away it reg-
istered 165 miles per hour of wind.

At the end of March the weather remained as cold as ever, but
for about ten days there was no wind. A skim of ice formed on
the fjords and undisturbed it grew in thickness to about six or

eight inches. Bowdoin could not push through or break such ice

and so for the month of April we remained frozen in.
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It was at about this time that I learned informally that I
would soon be relieved of my command. The Navy was feverishly
building destroyer escorts to providelanti—submarine and anti-
aircraft protection for convoys of merchant ships and formations
of naval vessels. I would receive training at the Sub Chaser
Training Center in Miami before going out to fight the war in a
new D E. My relief in command of Bowdoin was to be a lieutenant
especially selected because of his qualifications. John Backland,
like his father before him, sailed a four mastezl schooner out of
Seattle to trade each summer along the Alaskan coast as far north
as Point Barrow. What greater qualification as a sailor and ice
navigator could one ask for? .

In due course I sat down with palm and needle and using some
of the heavy canvas we carried for repairing the sails, I stitched
up two stout seabags in preparation for the time when I should
pack and leave Bbwdoin for the last time. Pie Truesdale, to whom
I had been teaching navigation during our idle days frozen in,
rounded up some wooden packing cases and between us we nailed up
my bocks, eskimo sealskin suits and a host of other things to be
shipped home in the Coast Guard Cutter "Escanaba". I was never to
see these things again. The "Escanaba" was torpedoed and sunk on
the voyvage south.

It was with mixed feelings éhat I contemplated my departure.
On the one hand I eagerly anticipated the eventual command of a
destroyer escort and a more active participation in the war.

The challenge and the uncertainty drew me like a moth to the
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candie flame. On the other hand I hated to lea&e the Bowdoin, our
crew and our life on the coast. The Bowdoin was a fine vessel with
a fine history. Built for Donald B. MacMillan, a wveteran of Admiral
Peary's successful gxpedition to the North Pole in 1909, she had
been taken by him.to the arctice every year between her building
and the start of her war service a year prior to my taking over.

In all her twenty or so years I was only her second commanding
officer. She had spent five winters frozen in the Arctic far north
in the region of Smith Sound and Kane Basin. There she had been
completely burried in snow, which helped to keep her warm, with
the only outside access through the circular specially constructed
ice hatch up forward. Captain Mac and his scientific observers
had brought back much valuable information. My only regret with
the Bowdoin was the limitation that our orders and assigned duties
imposed.“How I yearned to take her north as far as Captain Mac
and then again to round Cape Farewell and explore the rugged and
treacherous east coast of Greenland.

About mid May, on the threshold of the beautiful Greenland

summer and with the dark days of winter behind, John Backland

arrived toc take over,
Bowdoin was now in beautiful condition. Starting in the

latter part of March and during the time the ship was frozen in
we had“scraped the top sides to bare wood and recaulked and
smoothed the seams. One plank had developed rot around the head

of a through fastening. This I had chiseled out and filled with

cement, ‘just as a dentist would £ill a tooth. When all this work
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was ;ompleted the top sides had received two coats of ice blue
paint, smoothe and shining. We then haﬁ turned our attention to
the deck houses, bulwarks and rails which in turn now glistened
like a yacht. When Backland arrived we were in the final process,
with the aid of a borrowed sanding machine, of refinishing tﬁe
decks. ,

And so, as a final gesture, I was able to turn the ship over
to my successor with pride and satisfaction.

Our change of command ceremony and my fareweil to the crew
was brief - why draw it out ? - Pie Truesdale helped me with my
seabags to board the overloaded transport plane. Soon the fam-
iliar fjords and coast line had faded into the haze astern and I

was off on a new adventure.
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From the Destroyer Escort Commanding thcers Collection, Sn‘art T. Hotchklss Papers Collectmn No
564. East Carolina Manuseript Collection, 1. Y. Jovner Abrar*\«' i

For research and study only; 1ot for deposit in uﬁm repositoriss.
copyright laws; permission to publish must be requested.
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In reply nd;mo not the signer of 3
this !etizr, but Buresu o'r Navigation, T - W* —— . e
Navy Department, Washington, B. & NAVY DEPARTMENT
Rcfer to No, La rl q (D .
- Nav-31-RK “'1/ BUREAU OF NAVIGATION L RS
. - . WASHINGTON, D. C. Tﬁrb?/% Py
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. 19855 . ARD TN THE AUTHORIITD ASRSNCE JF
. ’ LDy G, MAFANPN, LT, (3C) USKER.
From: The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation. :
Tos Lieutenant (jg)

Stuart T, Hotchkiss, D-V(G), U.S.N.R.,
Commanding U.S.3. Barbet.

Via: Commander, Train Squgdron Five,
Subject: Change of duty.
1. Upon the reporting of your rellef, on or about

February 10, 1942, you will regerd yourself detached from duty

. a8 commgnding officer of the U.S5.5. Barbet and from such other
duty as may have been assligned you; will proceed to Boston,
Mass., and report to the Commandant, Flrst Naval District, for
first available governmment transportation to the pert in which
the U.S.S. Bowdoin may be and upon arrival report to your
Immediate supericr In command if present, otherwise by despatch
for duty a8 commanding officer of the U.3.5. Bowdoin.

2. The ccst of this travel 1s chargesble to "Pay,
Subsistence and Transportation®,

Copy to: ' p/@ c A A Yy Sy g
C.0., U.8.S. Barbet, LN\)&% j [4
Cdr., Train Sqd. 5. ) .
Cdr., Train, Atlantdic Flset.

Cdr. 1ln Chief, Atlantic Fleet. ) TU. S. S. BLRBIT
Train Subordinate Command, - Feb 13, 1942 :
Naval Operating Base, ) ?
Norfolk, Va. . Detached this date.

Cdt-, 131} N&V. wDist. (\ e |
C.0., U.5.5. Bowdoin. \S? ] g) 5/
' * S. T. HOTCIEISS,
Iieutenant, (d&}, USHR

Comnanding.
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THIRD FNDORSIMENT® Heedquarters, Firet Naval District
DPO-5/JCH: sTw 150 Causewey Street, Boston, Mass.
. 76796 February 16, 1942
From: The Commandant, FIRST Naval District
Toi Iieut. (jg) Stumrt T. HOTCHKISS, D-V(G), USNR
1. Reported this dste.
2. There are no public guarters availabls for ccoupancy .

Iieut. Couwdr, USHR '
By direction

T W - e — ~ e

FOURTH ENDORSFMEN? HBesdquarters, First Naval District
DPO=5/JCH: sx1r _ 150 Cansewsy Street, Boston, Hass.
76795 " February 16, 1942
Fromt The Commandant, FIRST Nawval Diptriet
Do Iisat. (Jg) Stuart T. EOTCEKISS, D-T(Z), USKR

1.  Detached -this date. o |

2o Tou will procesd immedfiately b0 the plass, s *ocavicn

of which is given you orally, and upon arrival resport to your immediate '
superior in commend if present, otherwlse by dispateh, for duty ia

complliance with basic orders. ,
. " Rea. Rta, A+ Onatnn, s3nan, FEB 1 ng_:
?g/g? JM'H[C"C N3 "/g; Py ::.“ (‘Z; ;:l,f;“
o B. Bgrdcnmn&sm ;Z? Ly 7 i

B -~ % eut. val-r S
; L By e % a7/ Y OV VPP N

L. [N Sttt o»(,‘ff‘:ff;'éb_'
' ANT: 78 THE AUTHOR!ZED ABSE\CD)‘G’ MAR »SPIN A

. “n.‘.unﬂr-f"““x.wamm LT, 13kn, 1T
ORI , A TP G T

I _' jﬂ. :.': ‘ .'<' .“; ,"'""""”" ......_.._..._... I "‘"’:“ ‘--".1. l? E.ebo 1942 ERRS e Rl
Tromt The canmanding OLPicers
Tos . .. .. Iieut, (jz) Stuart T, HOTCHKISS, D—V(G}, USHR

g .Reported this date end assumed command of the

uss BONDOI'\R. -
. D ratin 13 \E msum\
’ Donald BY lack
Reirmburscment is requestad for travel as indicuted below: All travel
nerformed via privately owned cutomobile. Mo government transportaticn
or vransportatiocn rcauzsta used.
Departed: New Londen Conn. « 2100 2/13/42

Arrived: - Boston liass. < lAOO "/17/4?
~ e s

- P Stuart T, LP"‘“IIILISS D—v(c, , USIR

AN
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" GENERAL SPECITICATIONS - =~ - v mwmb some oo oo
Noo Lbk - - :

% AUXTILARY SCHOONER
o ’ fof : |
DONALD B. MACMILLAR.

‘ by -
¥ne H. BAND; Jr., No As

DECEMEFR 1919
- DILENSIONS I S

Length, Oile= = =« = = = @ = = = = - «86T=10Q"
Length Waterlineey - = =« = = « = = = «63%07 -
Beam- = - = —-— - = > === -~ -1517"
PDraffe = = == = = = = & = « = o o o= GI.4R

GENERAL CONDITIONS

L

.+ - 'The schooner is to be built under a suitadble housing., All mat-
erials and manufactured articles: and artieles of construetion of
whatever kind, and in every dspartment, sare to be the best in gquallty
for their respective purposes.

All workmanship to be of the first class and the best, and

the whole executed under the direction and to the gsatisfaction of

the owner, or his duly authorized representative.

‘. Work not shown by the drawings; or speeified herein, but which

" i3 usual and necessary for a schooner of this type, 1s to be done by
~the builder wlthout extra charges -

- wbrkmanship, materlals and fittings wiiieh are not of the bast
will ba rejected by the owner and must be removed and replaced &t the
builder'ts expense with workmenship, msterials and fittings which

ara of the best.,

Keel of oak sided 12" molded and formed as required, Stem
of oask sided 10" nstural crook. Horn-timber of ocak sided 147" at
fore end, 12" aft, Shaft log oak 14" x 14", Stern of Oak.

' Frames oak, double molded, about 4 1/2" siding x 5" molding at

heads and 4 1/23" siding x 8" molding &t heels spaced 18" on cen-
tres., Ceiling of Ga., or Oregon pine, clamp to about 3' below
turn of bilge 3", lowsr ceiling 1-1/2", Beam clanps of Ga, or
Oregon pineabout 6" x 10" (two thicknesses). Shelf clamps of

Ga, or Qresen pinme 3=1/2" x 10" (two parts 3=-1/2" x 5"), Decks "
beems of oak, mein 5-1/2" x &". Auxillary beems 3=3/4" 6%, all
sawn to form and spaced as required, Ozsk or hackmetack knees,
breasthoo, floors, partners, et. as required,

LT .
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~- PLANKING - ‘
: The hull will bs planked with netive white oask to finish
not less than-2-3/4" fastened with 1-1/8" approved osk and locust
treenails, R ' L
SIDATHING -
The hull will be sheathed with 1" greenheart from a line
" 2%6" below designed L.W.L. to a line 3' above L.W.L., at bow,
~1°1" above abreast mainmast, and 1'10" above at stern as indi-
cated by profile plan. . '

DECEING .
_Dack to be of 2-3/L" s 2=3/4" white pine with oak planke-
gsheers about 2-3/4" x 11". Galvanized spiked and bunged.

: DEC JOILZRVORK
Rall stanchions of wnite ocak about A" x 4" tapered,
spaced 18", Rail caps white oak about 2=-3/4" x 7", Skylight hatches,
companions, wheel-box and hatches of white pine. Deck houses, Z2-1/2"
white pine with oak trim., Fife rails of ocak, Trunk tops 2" white
pine with caulked seams, - - - :

: INTERICR JOINERVORK - - IR

Under the malin decs beanms and trunk beams in all living com-
partments there will be 3/L" x 3" matched pine sheathing ower an in-
sulating material to be:supplied by ownsr, Proper ventllating of all
spacss will provided for. All cabin and forecastle SXooripg will
be of 7/8™ rift sawn Ga, pine, Eold flocoring of 1-1/2" pine. All in=
dlested bulltheads and partitions in forecastls, galley, 'cabin and ‘
motor room of 1-1/4" x 3" matched white pine finished in paint. The
doors will be of paneled white ,pine hung in neat small mahogeny
casings and there will be a small amount of mechogany trimming., All
. pine to finish in paint enameled. All maehogany in varnish, Thers
will be a double dlegonal wooden watertight bulkhead &t aft end of

hold where indicated. ‘

METAL TRK
To include galve mast bands, stem band, hawseplipes, chain
plates, pat. travellers (fore and main). boom hangings, boom
travellers, eye bolts and other necessary spar and deck ironwork inm
galv, iron. Deck plates asnd 1l4-8" port lights to be ¢f brass,
Rudder stock of 4" Tobin bronze with oak blade and metal port as per
detall plan. Edson oscillating steerer with 48" wcod wheel.

- HARDYVARL )
The builder will f£it all doors on suitable brass butts and
with approve& brass latches and knobs as required, All drawer pulls,
catches and other necessary hardware of brass, c :

' MOTOR & TIRSTALLATIONS

The motor with all of its parts includihg shaft, wheel, stera
beerings, stuffing-vox, tanks, batterlos, etc. will be supplied and
installed by the owner, or by the bullder as an extra 1f cwner elects.
The builder will fit motor on beds and do all necessary woodwork,
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' SLECTRIC LIGITIS
Tha veasel will be electrically lighted by =z Delco plant
equipped with Edison batteries, Gsnerator, Lights, wiring and all
installation work will be covered by separata eontract;

PAINTI NG, ZTC.
Above indlcated painted ¥W.Le the tOpsides will be properly

" finished in white lead with cove and gold stripe as shown. The

bottom will have two coats copper palnt over red lead,
_ The main decks will be properly finished in strzaw color paint,

' The spars will be varnished, All mahogany will be properly finished

in varnihh°

SPARS
The builder will supriy and properly fit all necessapry spars.
To includse, pole foremast, pole mainmast, bowsprit, booms, gaffs and
jumbo pole. Kests will be of Oregon pine, foremast about 11-1/2¢

diam, Mainmast sbout 12" diam, lalin boom Oregon p%kne and other spars

gpruce,

‘ LISCETLLANECUS
The builder will supply and properly fit for service the
following items:=

Edson Steerer with 48" wood wheel
2=-Anchor davits complete with falls
Ballast~about 10 tons of boiler punchings and small

S o gerap 4ronm mixed into concrete about 5-3-1
. X R Al1 Efapﬂﬂnp rdia~ines ranLQrAR bn Pluuu-

.y - Ty

All running rigging required by plens,
All bloxs of approved grade required by planse

SUPPLIED TS -RD LABOR
: Ths owner will supply without expense to builder the itams
in following listi=

Hotor and all parts
Fuel tanks
Salls and covers : ‘
- Plumbing #Zixtures .
. . Compass and binnscle
Windlass
Delco plant
Electric lights and wiring
Water tanks
.. Small boats
. Anchorg, cables and chalins
All interior fittings and furnishings
- except hardware. : ‘ v

‘ LABOR '
The ovmer will supply men at hls own expense to inestall
" power plant, electric plant and lights, 4ll other supplied items
will be pppperly fitted for servioe by bullder ss a part of contract.
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irNxTED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
. COMMANDER GREENLAND PATROL

. Care Postmastor, New York, N. Y.

16 Jarmwary, 1943.

Office of S.0sPolley
. Greonland,

 Fromg . The Commandexr Greonland Patrol,
"l‘p 1 Commanding Officer, BGHDOIN.
Subjects Vieit at Heraok, 4

Reference: (2) Feadquarters Creenland Base Coxmmand
: 2w, 21 Gove, 1942 (39). 4

- 1. The Greenlond Admindstration throvgh ths
Answiean Conmml has renotrted that the BOVDOTH visited
Farzak for tihrse daya oveor Clricimas and that matitves
- were reccived on board as woll as members of the DOUDOIN
. oreow wwal on shora, The repert ciatos thal the naldvss
Imolicated have been tried and fised and espurances are
roquested that zyppropriato steps will bo taker sgninst
- respongitile perscus on the BGHDOIH.

_ 2, In vlew of the ben which hes teen placsd
on vieits to sottlemonts and contoct with the natives at
plager other than "Colonies” (referecnce (a)), 1t is diree-
ted that you mubtmlt & dotuiled statement reparding tha

. elleped vieit end the ovenis connected therewith,

Id. H, CLITH,

i e I e Bt
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Uy lobe R.4TOLR
16 Janusry 1943

From: "~ Thae Commanding Officer.
Toz » The Commander of thae Creenland Patrala
Subjacts Viait of USS BOWDCIN to Karsak, December 2A-27, 1942,
. . Hepozt on.
1. It must £irst e stated that the base line for the

prasent survay bsing made by this veasel i3 located just to the
southward of the town oF Narsak snd that in the present wark

Hargall narks the zaztern 1ixit of cpersticas. It 1s for tuls resuson
that this vessel lag found it necessary te enehor In this vielnity
frejuently during the eourssa of the survey. It 1s aliso %o Le noted
that Hargsak hordor affords the best shelter for a ves:el of thle
gize in the entire length 2f the ficrd. .

2. " Zhis vecssl anchored In Narsak harbor et L.30 p.m.
Dasember 24, ofter having spent the dey in oecupying survey
stationa 1d the vicinliy mad In antlieipation of comzencing lines
of msoundincg Crom hargak Folnt In Zkovljord 4o run down-tjlord.
The following day was. Christass and a8 helldny snd this vsasel
resained at anchor throughout ths day,. .

The Commanding 0fficaer of ikl veszel was notitieda
bv the lncal police that 5ll loenl police restrietlons which had
prahiblued the iahabltants from baaruing vagsels in the harber kad
bsen susnanded untlil Decembar 31. Thic ulso azplied ¢o rastrincions
gov~rnire thae virits ashore =f the crews of such vessels. Lo order
ragaived cshoerd this vennel prehiblted nutlves from coming sboard,
and thi= was acoordingly permitted. 1t was a-gsumed thst the aug-
pengion of ilccel regulntlione was reccinized by the propor Greenland
authoritisas, and llberty w=v granted o a limited number of Lhe

craw £or Lhilr reasncfi.

. Le - It ie to be noted that when thin vessgel vislted the
- town of Narsak prior to the pregent resgiriction the crew had con-
duated 1tseif in n very orderly manner, and had mede pany Triends
gnd woun +the anwroval of the loenl nuthorities, for this aung for
ite conpleto cbservance of 11 police reguletlions,

5. It §s further to Le noted that the resulstion ree
garding trading wna utrigtl obgerved during the period under cone-

pidersticn.

fa "~ On Pacexber 26 this vessel lelt Marssk to run a line
of goundings down snd up the fjord snd wt 3.00 p.m. cn the gnrproach
of darkneas -guin enchored in Harsak hsrbor. Libsrty wes egaln
grented to a nuaber of the crew on tue understuanding as stuted chove,
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" Y1sit of USS BOIDCIN to Narsak, Lecember 24-27, 1942, Report oni

T " On Tecember 27 tha ship wes moved £0 sn anchorase

~to ths scuth of the town nesr the gsurvey bhaas line, ia order tost
“ @ shelter might be erected at ono of the base llne stations znd
- tant the Astrolaba ejuipzent mipht be brought ashore and set up

in anticlipntion of obizining sn sairopociesl filzx. This tlze wae
chosen bLecaure of ths fine wsaiber asnd beosuse tha oaly Locka of
tubles on bnurd $o comblete the cplculntions were to expire cn

- Degeaber .31, Llberty wuam agaln graated o & number of the orew
-on the unders»andinp a3 3tatad above. ,

4

8.  Thiz siip had pravliously obtailned verbal per-
migslon from S.0.7.~e Groeniand to use karsak HEarbor when

- aperationsg or waathsy made 1t necesssry. It i3 considered thet
‘in this cuans the onerstion ¢f thia ship mads the use of tie
~harbor necessary. : : .
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Fils Ne. "
P13-9

UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
COMMANDER GREENLAND PATROL

- Care Postmaster, New York, N. Y,
' 22 Janucry, 1942.

- Office of $.C.F.4.,

Greenland.

From: The Commander Greenilznd Fatrol.

To Lieut. £. T. Hotehkiss, U.S.il.R. .

Via : Commanding 0fficer, U.Z.S. DCOTDCTL.

Subjedt: Private Reprimand.

Reference: (a) American Consul, Godthaab dis. 132110.
(b) Bascom ltr. 14 Jan., 1943 (R'"”/és ~FnC 250) -
(e} iy 1tr. 16 Jan., 1943 Al4-1/2722.2
(d) Commanding 0fficer, BO.JDOIN ltr. 16 Jan,, 1943

(no file number).
) (o) General Order Ho. 39, Hdgte. Buse Commend.
1. The information conlaincd in the above relerences

pertains to a renmort of the Amebrican Consul at Godthagb through
the Commander Greenlend Base Command, that the U.S.Z. BQ'DCTL
visited at the native settlement of uarpuk Greenland Tor three
days over Chrisimas, 1942, and maintained ﬁonuactn with the na-
tives bLoth on shore and on board. Ia reply to my inguiry, you
as commanding officer of the BUDOIN, irmlied in substance that
the visit was partially in connection with cerrying out certcin
official duties in comnection with hydrographical surveying on
which the EG/DOIN 1ls engaged. You alzo ctated in suhstance,
reference (d), that you considered that the orders nrohibiting -
Naval vessels to visit ‘ashore,, and natives on board had been
temporarily sucpended, since the Chiel of Police of Narsak in-
formed you it was alright for nativecs to come on dboard during
the Christmas holidays. This cen not be accented as an excuse.
Ls Commanding C2%icer of the BCIDOIN, you permitted the natives
to come on board and you granted liberty on shore to your crew,
when both those acts had ‘been prohibited by official orders
transmitted to you by the Commander Greenland Patrol.

2. In view of this violation, you are herewith tendered -
a private reprimand, a record of whlch will be forwaerded with Jour
next submitted Titness Report.
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
COMMANDER GREENLAND PATROL
Care Pogtmaster, New York, N. ¥.
22 Januory, 1943,
Subject: Privete Revprinand.

3. This reprimand does not encoerpass the allowing of
the natives aboard the 3CIDOIIl, as it is realized that the neces-
sary action to prevent this might easily have been construed as
immolite or even unfriendly, in view of the local anthorities
statement of that the regpulation in re“erence (&) had been lifted.
This action, however, is not condoned and shall not be sllowed in
the future. Tn this case, and in 211 future, an inmedieste report
shall be made of the situztion.

Fa, Y. &ITH,



UeiZaize BUUDOINR
e/0 Postazaster
New York, N.Ye
L Fehruary 19,3

From: - The Commanding foicer.'

T ' The Commander of The Greenland Patrol.
SubJect: Information éupplamentary %0 Reference {a).
Refersnce: (a2) Feport dated Junusry 16, 1943, of Comrmending

0rficer of the UiLed., ZDUNDOALN, on wvizit vo
‘Narsasik during the pesriocd of Decembar 24«27, 1942,

1. ' To supplement my recert of Junuery 16, 1543, -
concorning the visita of thia vaenzel to the town of Harsak during
thes paricd of December 24-27, 1942, I wish Yo add 8 numbar of
extenuating ¢ircumstances.

2 If I, az Commanding Jfficer of this vessel, had:
been informed as to the evidently rsther touchy condition ef
diplomatic relatlong between thse United ltates and the Greenlend
Sovaerncent I should never ot any time have sllowed my orsw
liberty in CGreenland towns, ezcept under nmost apecisl olr-
cumastangces, simply in order to avold uny situstlion sueh as bas

now uriuen,

3. °  Purtherpore, in.vieW'of the fact thet restrictions
on the visiting of the e2zpll towns have been impesed and 1ifted
in the past without cozing to my sttsnilen, I 40 not Leel that
1t was entirely unressonable t0 assuze -that this restricticn had
been temporarlly 1liftsd in accordance with the {mpression gsined
from the police wuthoritios in Horzsk. uine of %he primuary reasons
for the restriction, aa I interpreted it, was the vessation of
trading sctivity Letween United Ltutes shilps and the Greenlanders,
and at the time of cur visit all trading was strictly furdidden.

- J AN It is to be noted thut ths only GrePrat letters In
our files which pertain to the relations of nuvul vessels and
paersonael wilith the Grssnlaend Governzsnt or the Greenisnders, or to
reastrictions idpghed upon wialting notive towns sre as follovgie
Ltr. 6C1-700, or Mov, 5, 1941, General Order ;332 of Fov. 21, 1942
racelved Dec. z, 1942, Graﬂat #1l, of 4 Dec. 1942, recaived Jan.

16, l?&}.

. 5. The problems of & eBn Aall ship in Craenland waters
ars npumerous, cnd espaclilelily that of reersation. In thse cusaer
it i= possible in the long evenlnga for the men ta ro azhors ror
sunting and £ishing but this i3 out of the zuestieon in Che wintsr.
In all seseons when the weether 1s pood this shlp operatces cone
tinuvcusly, Sundays Included. Ziolidays sroe ullowed when poor
wasther steps the work, but unless the ahlp happens to te ut a base
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in winter,,iz little opportunity ror the men to get out Tor a
change of atmosphere. Our work has been long and tedious, with nine
months put in and the prospect of another nine months to come, and
the men have done an excellent Job in every way and their spirit
hag remained of the best. In order to maintsin the best possible
nmerale and to obtain the maximum possible work I have made every
affort to maks 1ife as plessant and varied as cun be under the c¢ir-
cumstances, In the matter of the visit to Narssk, we had been in
there many timea before, the boys had many fiiends ashore and had
always behaved themszaelves waell and had tihs complete approvzl of
the local zuthorities by whom, in this instance, they were invited
ashora,. IT any harm were to be done to the Greenlanders it would
nost certainly have been done long before when Karsak was an un-

restricted town. From the practical standpoint I cculd see no harm

that the boys might do ashore, snd as previously stated all trad-
ing was strictly forbidden. In view of;;he fact thua$ changes in
regstrictions had not in the past been bought to my attention, and
upon the assurance of the looal asutherities that restrictions
ashore had been lifted from Dec. 24=31, 1942, I could see no very
great harm that might result Irom granting liberty during this
period to a number of the crew on the evenings upon wihich we were
anchored in Narsak Harbor and the immediate vieinity. Anchcrsace
here, as stated im,my report, was considsred an operational neg=

assi TFe

Bo I have made investigation subsequent to this visit
to Naraak and have found that none of the men admit to heving had
gexual intercoursse there aeb—3bia-btme and that the Pharmacint'
Mata issued no prophylactics,. ,

Ts . - Ir regard to the condition of community morals, it

L has been my impression that Narsak rates relatively high, where as

Julianehaab, which 1s now an opsn town, rates very low, If this
matter isaincere concern of the Greenland authorities it is in-

"explicable to me why they have not sought to improve conditions

where they are at their worste.

A S.. P.. HOTCHEISS
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Qfficer to sst the watch,

UoSoQOGA-\rT:T (AI:QBS)

S5ept.28,1941,
lavy Yard,
Boston,iass.

“xccutive Orficert!s lexorandurt.
Subject: Cormissioni dngroccdure.

The Uss EARUET will be corziissioned by the
Coccundent ,sirst aval District,or his rewvrzsentative
cn . onday,cest.29,1541.The hour rot yet u~51ﬂﬂuoed.

0700-Crew hove breakfast at Receivipg Station,

0800~Crew reucrt or board with bags and hanmocks
and stow rcuar,turn to and “repare the ghip
for COmnluSiogln

Corrdssioning cerczony rrocedure:
T N ST TN s e mein e e v AT s TV o 4 v

(2) The Comrendant or Lis representative reads

his orders to comiissicn the U523 LalREDT.

(b) The Corrandsut or hisz repressatetive directs
the rrospesiive Comnanding Criicer {0 cw zission the U3
BATIB.T. ;

1) The crew feg faced aft by order of the Lxecutive
2

(
Officer. : . :
, - {2) The bdurler scunds "To the Colors”.
. (3) Zoist ensign, juci,and corulssion npennant.
(4) Crew face inboard on ordcrs of _xzeccutive O“LLucr.

‘ (c) The GOmeKnln” Or'licer reans 2is orders to g
conand the Uos ZARBIT.The Couianding Officer secada asikes i
the Commandant or hig rerresc:atative 1L e wiches to say
anything to ths officers and crew,afterwardés the C.C.makes
a short talk cn assuuing com;gnd. : '

H

3
l,
)

(d) The Corx:zanding Officer dirscts the Jzecutive

(1) The .xccubive orficer orders the bogtswain's

I'ate to set the waich.

(2) The Booctsvain's .ate sets the watch,"ill hands,
s=t the u&tc;,starbomrd watell's .

(3) 211 1arn of the “gharbtoard vateh desigunated
double tinc to f“ationo.

{(4) 'mo .wxcecubtlve Ufflcer reporis to the Yeoumanding
Qlfficer,"atel set,starvoard watch on duty™,

i
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Orfricers;bluc
Inlisted men:

Irior to the
be zaased to s
ing.This will
will Le 4eld.

hift into th¢ uniform for the com

service,white cap covers,srey glovad,.
Zlue dress jumper and trousers ,Tibbons,
wihite hat, neckerchlef black socks black
shoesg.

connlesicning coremony the word will
mission=-
bs Jone rrouztly and a dress reh,assal

The fOllOWln' wlll utand by for hoi tiqL thc colors,

ﬁozwa .)_Ln re._i*j
Colors: £
CCliedehe i ™

-

ent,and Jjmeck:

PO W R

2 -l...-d [ et
7- AT LY,y

4;\)Ul-,s)t..c ¢

The following
of the Connandant or his regressntative:

Jack: FRllh, 30, -

The wateh will be set as follows:

Officer with the day's duty-Ensign DENT,
Gangway wateh - Inkrun,SIV.
ATA P EIRT T

IUnginercon walch - TOUT ILuuuM,izc.

will attend tns ganuuey for the

DAVIS,Bile.
LYRE ,320 u’ILvo‘i ,ur-
G(J(/DCLJ.L’J. lb I.EIIJI-J 4’&1:,313 ®

- punENr, .,
e

Insicn,U3HR,
~nacut1ve Offic

departure

. The orew will eut luznch at the Reocivine atation end
supper on board thws veasel, =

er. -
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u3§ BARBET (ANC 38) 9/29/44

o THE FOLLOWING ASS?GHiANT TO “ATCHE ARE !
aATCHES IN PORT: Q S ARE MADE FOR

,\'\ M oA . \26—{,

PORT ”ATCH STARBOARD ¥ATCYH

- ucu‘ uarkFor ivteis boe |
DAVIS .BYAC PERRON,E43C
A QPFJLﬁ!uJ SEAZC ey | NCRUYSERLC
.« SPAULDING, - L Wvh AYRE,SEAZC
. “_V_Q_ s _-—a_H—‘-:FC . ! @r’&ﬁa‘.r["ﬂc

TOt MISSEN,F2C ' - TR, FAC
Qe BEH‘HR W,Sé : GRIFFITH MM e
Caobuuﬁ~Fu. ,

- ISERTY $ILL BE ORANTED TO EACH
SiTOH ALTERHNATELY, "ﬁv EmcI: T+ THE PORT WATCH LA iE
TIVES THE DUTY u!’Lb”LT~D?i STIEEN TUE T ATCH S E]E°lr DT GTRER
ETOH 5% RELIEVING & CPGRT AT @Al 5 CTC. SRR

SUBMITTED:

DENT, JR.
EN UQNR
EXELJTIVE CFFICER

APPROVED:
S.T.HCTCHKISS,
ENS.,USKRR,
CO“I \il P D‘ lJ\J’a



1433-DINNER

PSS BARBET
DAILY ROUTINE

333P-REL IEVE THE WATCH
$349-CALL THE WATCH

J433-RELIEVE THE WATCH

SUNRISE-OUT RUNNING LIGHTS, HOIST FLAGS(AS DIRECTED)
$630-TURN TO, CARRY OUT MORNING ORDERS '
3735 -BREAKFAST

3755-REPOET 8 O'CLCCK TO C.0. |

$893-RELIEVE THE WATCH, TEST GENERAL ALARM
$835-SHIP§ WORK

1945-EKERGENCY DRILLS

1455-REPORT TO C.0, 42 O'CLOCK, CHRONOMETER WOUND
REPORT TQ C.0. FUEL ON HAND AND EXPENDED.
REPORT TC C.0. WATER ON HAND AND EXPENDED

1239-RELIEVE THE WATCH

1349~ (WEDNESDAY SCRUB CLOTHES) SHIP'S WORK
163P-KNOCK OFF WORK, REL{EVE THE WATCH
173%-SUPPER |

1947 -CALL THE WATCH

1955-8 0'CLOCK REPORTS

243§-RELIEVE THE WATCH

2349-CALL THE WATCH
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Just in case you can do sametbing. €
Guy R.Abbste,CPhm,V-6,USNR

400 77 61 . ‘F
20 June 1945 ‘g

Dear Captuir Hotchkiss, f

probably seeing you. They didn't let me stuy on shore too leng before
I was reassigned and pushed out on this vessel.

Many times the past year I huve thought about you and been in hopes of "P?%
f

R\

I've received letters fram all the Bowdoin gang, Mr, Nutt regulerly
as the same vith Uncle Joe and pulled into one herbor where they were
and we had quite a conflab. A letter from Pie the other doy revealed -

that you two had quite a sessitn yourselves. It's tooc bad I missed you
at leyts, but I was there myself, and in January too. I think Pie said
that was the time he saw you. Bill Deacon I think has made Ens. and is
out here somewhere or &t least on the way but I don't know the vessel.
Ed Bell is still the same old lucky Ed and enjoying things back at East
Boston, He wrote me he woke up one morning and he heard this line of
shit flying fast and furious, he looked the second time and it was none
other than "Shorty" wearing more medals than you could shake a stick at.
Paounoff has made Ens. and is out here on the Horton Sound. They tell
me XcColgan has besn oulb around Saipan bub othwel théan thoet I hear nothing <
about the rest of the crowd. But I can truthfully say this much, give me
Greenland with all the trouble we got into up there once in a while and
I'd be much peppier.

b

oA
LTV

The past 50 days have been hell on earth for me znd you know what I'm
talking about, but there isn't much we can do about it than just take it
and pray that everything will turn out alright.

Just before I left I got myself married to & young belle that lives the - ¢'
next town to mine,Norwood, Mass. You remember of course I live in Dedham. ;
She seems like & young lady that hus both her feet on the ground and I -
think if I ever live thru this mess will be a big help to me. The sad S
part about it all is that like many of us I haven't had toe much of an

opportunity to enjoy a bit of that conjugal felicity that must be in store

for all of us. ‘

I'm just about exhausted Capt'm and wish like heck if I live thru this

struggle thaet I could get myself assigned on shore for a while, I did have

7 months back in 1944 but reslly the past 10 months have Jjust about worn ‘
me cut. I've had 43 months of sea duty and 7 months of shore and sure would
wish like the old harry if you could do anything for me at all I sure would
appreciate it. I know how Gifficult it is with the chain of commend, Service
Force snd &ll that business, but I'm Jjust mentioning this because truthfully

T feel all in.

isn't any chance of anything else being not physically qualified so I reslly feel as tho I
could stand a decent break. I din't primarily write you to burden you down with all my troubles

being in the outfit 5 years and having only made a single rate from lc to Chief. Now there

could not find me physically qualified for promotion. It surely mekas me feel like a heel,

but, chiefly because I'd like to hear from you., Best of all good luck to you,

While at the Navy Yard, the C.0. of the Disp. recommended me for ChPharm.

I then got transferred to this vessel. While I was aboard here the bureau writes
. back because of my color blindness I am not physically qualified for promotion.
Yet they waivered my color blindnesz to take me in the service.This C.0. quickly
wrote back & very strong letter asking for a waiver and to reconsider me for
promotion but they only wrote back that they concurred with the Bu M & S and
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28 July 1945
Dear Capt'n,

Your fine letter of 18 July arrived today and I'm not going to lose a
moment in answering altho I know that it is much more difficult for
you to taks time to be writing me.

I certainly hope that you make Cormander it all really sounds just perfect.
I can't blame you & bit for being excited about being home and the prospects
of a new DE and with a1l that time on shore too, you should have a fine
OPpY, ity to do some catching up. I doubt that old ICEBERG cun say too
muchvahat took place in Greenland, but he certainly gave us what I call a
phad time".

Your duty in the Pacific certainly was yuite a change from the duty in
Greenland and you like myself probably have wished many times that we

could be back in Greenland behind one of those icebergs. The past 90 days
I've really seen a bit of rough going and am somewhat in & "Combat Fatigued"
stage and certainly wouldn't object to anything that would put me on shore
a while.

Ve certainly must have a rewnion of our old gang if God ever sees fit. I have

some wonderful mevies of you and you look so much like yourself, most of the

young gals that get a peek at the movies always more or less get pretty

excited when your picture comes on the screen. I have one run that is exceptianally
gocd znd T use it for the finale, it was taken the day the Bowdoin weighed anchor
under sail and you put it so nicely in the slip there at Onoto. The decks are
covered with snow and the Yold flag" is blowing like fury while you are at the
helm all outfitted in your warm winter clothes with no hsat on, really good and

you and your folks Just must see my pictures.

I did get married and at the time thought it the right thing, I do hope that
it does turn out to be right for me. She is a lovely young lady, graduste of
B.U. has a Masters Degree and seems to be a bit on the bright side, not quite
as dumb as some of my old fleet. AL present she teaches High School et Lunenburg,

Mass.

For now I have a reguest in to try to get to a hospital to gather myself a little
Inowledge but I fear the answer, They just seem to have me in a spot and all I can
do is take it. I'm hoping someone with a little strength in Washington can come
to my rescue and at least get me & little better spot than I'wm in, Personally if
I'm not physically gualified for promotion I'm &ll for "Limited Duty" right back
in the states. ’

I hear from many of the boys regularly but on this trip have yet to see any of them.
I was sorry to hear about Ple's dad passing on.

I kpnow you like myself and milliong of others ure anxiously awaiting a speedy
victory so that we can all more or less get back to normal. Althe I'm afraid

you might become a U.S.N., don't will you, for I really don't think this navy
has enough on the ball to offer men of your calibre. Let the more bright reservists

and Annapolis boys han die the problem.

Locking forward to a reunion,
My Best, ,\\Sw\.
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Part Played by Noted Arctic Explorer in Winning War .
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) Comdr. Donsld B. MuecMillan, whosy knowledge of Arctit
i waters .|n4 1:;\1 ipr:vtﬂ inv;!uu:k o l’;t U. S, nary In the cpns M
i 7 .
tirnetion © : auer an "L" statlont in “"__F_"_ Nerth, The [amed schooner Bowdoin, now snchored ¢ff Basathhav Har- *
M boc after vix years of service {or the navy, Comdr. MacMiilan
, - By ERANX i JAXON IClnnqgjm\y_.!'!.(_w_lg_v‘!,_‘_l!._gp them] b8 geiving her 7eady for anothee polar cxpedition neat yummer. R oS Ly
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Domld B, whona knowledge of Arctic

MacMillsn,
waterz and land proved invaluable to the U. S. navy in the con-
deraction of nir bases and radar atatione In the Far North
-

Comdr.

AY FRANK 4, JASON | closa of Warld war 1 and frem them

‘ i owarn’ thay recaived an sbundanes of kuowi-
It it wasn't for Comdr. Domald B. sdigw of that Lnd,

+

A
pede. D 10

*

18 geitting het ready for another

The ixmed schooner Bowdsin, bow anchored of Beothbay Har.
bor after t1x years of service {or the navy.

Comds. MacMillan
polar cxpedition next summer.

Mackillan's knowled, the warer N

M cM; ; ! dk :'l:':hh: ‘“'h: “Comdr. Riis Carstensan, 1 Dune,
Aroun reniand an raAn, the  had just completed hve vears of chart
U. 8 navy wnuld haye encountered makine for the Danish gavermnes
tremendous ditirnliies and immessure it the eutbreak of the war and was
abje delays when it tmharked on a Ordered hame with his mape just ie-

e . [nre the German horde marched on
program of buwlding air bares and Denmark.  He arriscd at Lopene
ocner  instalistions iz the

flyently ax 8, native, hefell the :ni%
{0t transanng there anto Enphch, and
‘brﬂnrr ke was done the teme cone’
| tainedl mare than 2000 place sames.

| Compiled Eskimg Dictionary

Far & while it leoked asx if the
(xaminander was changmg from zn ex-

aretic hagen on the day the Germans caome
1epion.

Sorely pressed for iime, the pavy
selectzd Lhe one map who prohahly
knows more rhour that part of the
world thzn anv fHiving mam. For 37
he had roamed over those

years
lands and through the warers, He
knew practicaily every nch of i

from memary. Therc were ao charts
evarlable for navy usr at the outs
breax of hsstilinies in Europe, there-
fore it was o} wmost impartancr
that the navy secure the services of
the gne man who could direct ity
Mhups safely shroagh o ther desti-
natien  without dangerous  conse-.
Quences.

A member of the U S naval re-
srrve ever since World war I, Maer
Millan was called imenediately 10
Washinglon, The armw put in the
w15t tud for him hot he wouid rather
be 2 goh m thy navy than & gencrabs
in the army, which onr can eeadily
understand, simee he hax spear tie
hest part of hix 71 years of life
ahward shin.

in an inerview the other day, the.
noted  explarer inid us  something
aboul his wirtime actinities.

Bristling With Arma

He was nm snemer m the paxy ol-
ficey when he mas asked 1f e would
1e)l hn famred schoemer, the “Rew:
doin,” He wnuld rether charter of tn
tne pavy hist the officisl maoted they
they wanted to huy it and urgsd him
to pell, When hr cnncenaed fre uae

in xnd br was seheved af exery map Plorer to auibor, far oace agam be
and chart he made dursng that pened, § as asked tn compile & conversabanal
This wat quite a haul {or the Geemat § Englad Eakima lanpoage dicvenars
{or i nar arvihing but a seeret that: 100 e nf army and nace persamied
they would &t some ume astempi to *1xuonsd in the Far North. It wax
make use of the jland? { e brot dictwnary ny s Kind ruer

punddird, and tinge the firet edition
Called to Washington

was prgted it has grown 1o three
{ ttmes itz original siees :

All this occurred in the davs be-;  The comuander spent the enlire
fare Amesica became embrogded 10| sommmer of 1243 1 Wachingion and |
the European conflict, Berore they vopresse« that he never pat in 2 marg
laps faunched titeir attack on I’carl‘ uncominetable period i all his life.
Harbpr, Comdr. MacMillan  was| Accusiomed to the coid of the Nerth-
hack in this countey having his ship) land, the hear of the tatons capstal
vehtied for assignment AUMbEr two.| was mare than he could hear, ™f felt
This ume he brought she "Buwe: hike potrg pude,” hie 1339, That sum.
don® inte Lawley's it Dorchester, mee marked the fourth 1ime he was!
pnd it was there, 2 iew dave later home mm summer during the past 37
whert Die boarded his adup, he was. years, . . !
arccted by 8 young lieutenant who Hu fast important misvion {of the,
announced That e Ras rgy 10 (om- mavy romsbted of an. serial aateey
.mand. ke “‘Howdem'' had heen” expeditian gi the Syreculand and other
Atacdliftan‘s home 1or the pust I3 rerrrtorrsy i that vwooaer. !
seamy 30 you can imamne Row NE gy igeeey shat all surveys of the
jelt at the suddenriess oy the ol mnl‘i fuiure, that is, surreys whah cover
On his desk lie ound 3 petsamal o o itary, will be done from.
letter from the late Fec, of e Tl Uik feor airplanes under
Navy Frank Kpox, orleons Sim to gl g’ e of 25 picked !
Washinzion  for  comuitavon Jfon D ULT L et te tadkle the oh
in 1944 i

nerihern waters,
He was In three months thev Tetuened?
rraphic «ff t T hant with more than 10,000 phatggeaphs.
sk of sdiing nawiy ma 1. The TAAF 2t ar aiutude of 20,000 ieer.,
of the lands ke knew 1o -:..-'MN‘ T Atocr af theve ate of fie West Voayt, !
lase 400 miles of the o h‘:' the sihese dre of the Jast Crrar and:
cosit, according 1o Machillan. y % pther aectinny, Fress nch nr toe
anver baop chprivd but he koww them O o O Uape Fareaell oan the
woythren tp ai Geeenland tn Dhana

wd te the hydre-
the il impartant

He was called upon to tefl

with a fiock ot afl the lateat mechan-

told it way & wnr decwron heckuse ?i‘;i“".n how tn get inte such wlzces
they had alresdy neged nrdery 19 ‘F:l:”a;h Nain, Hebros te Une
Soize St anywar the fay herare. yavx Bay, sl in Labrador, te Fre

Himsell and his ship n the navse 0 TR om Bafin lsland and te
his Rrat asvignment wac o 1abe the JPOE LT Ll mning of pls
Hawdain to the Porumouth navy sarely heard af by the navy. They
vard and have hee fitted for wai. yrl paws infermation which teld
She wss acheduled for patrol and tham whem thasa waters (roze svee
punt duty 1 the far gorthern waiers (", all and whew they broke =
with MacMillan 1 command, | e ypriag.

Her deckr, bustig with antidir- Jater he was sent to Masaarhue
traft gumy and other srmament, and “"" Lnstitate of Ttthm"ﬁs.‘- where
1e2] devices matalted, she wae x far Be war to Sluds LOKAS. 3 s
different jooking rraft a3 she le(t methed , ook omy cxn
New England waters thas ahe was in Mhich i ‘"”]"”"";m‘;‘ﬂ:m’ part
the dave af prace, Traving seirh z - 1ent Radar p:::‘t"‘
crew of saeatisn hound on am ex. In 18 periacm ‘
P'"M“U"“ :x{rwb::« ‘were sehaduled for Found Radar "S!",

i in G When his

L in ds  wast enares of sudy was
€sust under tha direction of the noted campieted he way ordered in take
aviator, Bernt Balcham, 5 was yun airplancs and Ay to Newfound-
Comdr. MacMillun's job 15 aseort Japd, f[abeadac wnd Greenland 10 1
Irvight.carrying  and wpply
through the perilous waters of the wg. z dapgerous mityon, {or it meant
Arctic 1o Belchen so that tha werk - guing nver extremely high mauntains,
could get ander way, through dense foR wnd into winds

One oi the zirbases wxs acerssible - thai somefiney hlew 1t  raie nt 170
onlv by wiling B4 rmiles throngh s miles per hour. He was in search nf
fiord. This wras kmowun as the Sondre Ast areas near the coasr pa that there
irm base or Eauth Stream. Macs v»r;{uid o

iln piloted or escorted every ahip radar way h
that :xrpnzd the supplies {or the m: the water. Machiilan lhund them
stroction of this baxe and for ihe - it ie 5n ald stary now ;'( how impars
others a3 wells tant 3 part these stalions plaved in

Whes not escorting ships he was suiding convors acress ihe ltt{_‘l‘fl;
surveying and charting and deing pa-'infested and fog-emhrowded Nert
troi duty. Same o1 the fjords  he Stlanhic during the war.
{ﬂund fad depths of more thap 3060
(9 .

v thes were sent over
all,

cwmmer of 1342 ;‘. uchli.h th;‘-
. 1 It could wall have taken mentbs
Germdns Had Inlormation 1.".,’5‘,‘ he knew the poephs and
Aside from keeping an ever waiche B¢ '7;h' L:h"m';:ll-‘h' E': the

ful eye for submarines 1ad hastile air. hersdy shorianex
eraft he pent an entire month off sbeeluts minmmum,
Ivigrot guarding the cryolite miney ML
{from which ore 5x faken {or the manu- o compile a biblingraphy of the Arce
dacture of aluminum.  Neser once tic for the Navy Library. He got nff
while on patrol did he come 1n contact 1o 2 good start by fsting the titles
with the enemy, but the Bowdnin was of more than 1000 hooks in ki own
x busy Lltle shap {or 1t was {0 con- Lihrary, The work wai never ctome
sant communicatinn with headquare- pleted while he remained in the navy
ttra giving direchiens for ahips scheds breause of several imerruptions and:
sled 10 gail for Labrador, Bafin Is aizo hevanse of. lun ectirement fram:
Ipnd and o Greenland. the navy last July. He s aull compik |
Acquainted perionally with lLidoe ng data and 1o date has more than
dreds af have, fjords, inlets and je- 239 000 titfes Bated The hadrarraph-*
lands, Comde, MarMiilan was raeely ¢ apice will polihsh them in bhe near
tumped an geving ool Ikbter perfect furure 1n ax reparate volumcd. 1
Wmiormavon, in coajunciion with has work in the
According te Comdr. MoeMillan hydrographic nfier he was 2iso sskerd
the United Siates was in o bad way {5 prepare & bonk of kskima place
as far st charts wera sancerned for mamrs Al sefands, roers, b,
this morithern auipsat.  “Wa didat 1poras, pemimssian and areus n thay
have & mingis chart that weaa of amy arctic region haar descriptine famey
walot,” he enid. “The Cermans bad i the Eodimo langoage. To Comdr..
them all,  Thoy had missiomares ow: MacMi'sn, beauc bt can read,,
over nace iT71 wy to the wrne azd speak 1ha Eakumo tongue as

a

sNipe Ject three wies fer tadar stavons It

XAn Early Start for Christmas

be ne land shsiructions 1o the|

1
1t 1eak the communder the eutire

1
Bark in Washington he was asked;

bettar than he dews the const sf
fxr ahote the Arcisr welr has hern

Terreied oy tAr enamen on that gxe
pedition.

Narrowest Escape

It war while nn thi Irip that
_Comdr, MacMilian had the parrowrst
escape he« ever encpunitred n the
ih' notth. '

13c knew well the peculiarities of !
the sseathrr jor he ha< tween zinnds
ctlose in in minutes. Vapor rising .
tirom the vast we field caures clouds
-an dense that it aimost imposuhis
"to tnake latdmse fe e seon wonds -
tof 130 miles an hour velacity wipe
sout eotire watalianons, The weather
liv treachermis and nm one knowsy it.
1heUter than he dnes, .
1 "Selingy swt {rom GCreenlsad ens
-day with & certsin rection oa Bafim.
Taland swr shjective.” ward the Com-
mandar, “was ma 2ayse fec any unds

¢

Mo the hase. We didn’t have cneug

: Comdr. MuacMillan, wio wai in Boe

excitrment, We had made the W
seversl times without mishaps but «
ceurse there was alwayy o chomes v
gatting  Fouled wp ia  that, triek
weather. Sure 2newgh the clom
closed in xnd we tried te make Fro
bisher Bay where there was a plac
te hand When wa pel ovar it th
ctiling wei zere. We wers hurnin
sbout 100 yajlons of gas par hoa
snd had used up aboul 550 gailey
coming over from Gryenland W
didn't bave sneurh left in the task
1e muks the 11p baoek,

“The pline we were Bving was :
land plane and we knew thal w
were gone dlucks i we were forces
in land in the water. We had na ale
1ersanve but to try 10 make it hack®
o firernfand. i

“Setnng 1 plan of agtion, the pilot
sauch Ie would Ny law aver the wxier
and by just sast enough 10 heep the |
shiv o the sar. T nas done as o/

¢ MCRNITE 10 COMICTEY FAS IusT 23 YOU

would in an autamohile.  The fascer,
rou drive the more gas vou COftsurme

Five Minutes to Spare
-

. "We wrre fiying so clore 10 man
in Faffin Bay that we could aima
reati: oot and tanch the Anit i
Formnately we probed up & seuthes
g wned and it 1anued oL onto t
tirecniand coust, Nult same distan
Irant put hame hase we picked up ¥
heamt but for anme, \trangr team
we mesed the nelh \We woyld ha
kept nzht om peing axnd e doyy
weuld hive checked ow for by 1
tmr eur gx3 satuabon wis disel T
1rows, )

] happered tn be dering b
swoke ruat wfiry we mizied the Sed
i planced out the windew and motior
& wpot where | had amchornd ol
Bawdain 21 yrare heforn. [t won in H
Sendre Sicors Lijord, 1the sme fia
which led & our sic bavo. I &
formed the pilet and he turnsd boe

was leit 1o slay in the air five mh
utes langer. it was 5 asrpew
but sveryome teck it ws part of 1h
deay’s work."

Rttired now from the mavy ag
devoting most of hu time 10 fectw
me around the eountry and part ¢
the 8ime te b Aretic Bithogranhy

1on last week, announced that he wit
resume Lis Aretie eaplorations agei-
next summer.  lin schoaner is bac!
it s home watern o Roothha
Harhar, Maine, where it ie bein|
madr resdv. Though he 5 71 yea;

ni the dnesn’t ok a dax over 50X
be i Jeoking ineward 1o ot only i
next vnyage but tn seseral more i
the vrare tiat folina,
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It's still some weeks off for Christmzs, but thy kiddies hers
with thsir parents wani to get an early wstars for the toys ot
Macr's Department Store in New York, . . . Chijdren this
scason will have to ba contect with just about tha same kind

of toys they recerved last year, Lass than eight per cent of the

teyy 1n Sania’s pacx well be meisl  Plastic toyw ars szpected

to be sbout double Inst year's supply. The deif aituation is

about the same.  Rubber tove xre nst ezpecied jn ary quantity.
L{Wids Weeld)
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Chapfcr 7

- THE GREENLAND PATROL

F urruzraxce of safety at sea is promi-
nent among Coast Guard duties in peace-and war.
This takes many forms. It includes aids to naviga-
tion both visual and audible; communications; as-

'sistance; marine inspection; weather patrol; and
~the alleviation of dangers from the elements 2s
‘well as from the enemy, wherever possible. Thus.
far, we have discussed Coast Guard activities chiefly
- related to security at home; now we shall turn.

farther afeld and consider wartime safety at sea.
The Greenland Patrol, carried out by the Coast
Guard, concerned safety at sea in many of its

_ phases, including the prevention of hostile action

vessels and seamen of the United States

- and friendly nations,

This Patrol was very broad in its operations—so
broad that the stery of the activity necessarily in-

--cludes episodes and experiences that logically could

be included in the story of Cozst Guard Aviation,
such as that of Lieutenant Pritchard; in assistance
such as the case of USS Cherokee; and in the
Battle of the Atlantic, involving the loss of cutter

. Escansha, \Where 15 the historian to draw the line?

For the “Greenland Patrol”, while essentially jusz

" $hat, combined these and many other things.

The Greenland Patrol was formally established
on 1 June 1941, a year and three-quarters after
‘war had started in Europe, 2nd six months before
Pear] Harbor., Let us review briefly the conditions
and events which brought about its establishment,
and which determined its purposes.

Early in the war the Nazis knew the importance .

of Greenland as a weather forecasting base for
Europc. They patrolled its coasts with weather

-~planes from which they sent advance information

to their submarines, surface vessels, and air forces.
The trapped German battleships Scharnhorst and
Greisenau were able to slip out of harbor under
the cover of 2 heavy fog and maneuver their way
unmolested within 15 miles of Britain’s Dover

coast because of such advance information. The

Nazis had been suspidously accurate in their
-weather forecasts that controlled their bombings
-of Britain. German-radio stations in. Gresnland
-~ were-seading information to Berlin several times
-a day, and informing their submarines in Gresn- -
Iand waters of weather conditions, as well as Allied

* ship-movements in lanes close to Cape Farewell,

~the southern tip of Greenland.

After the German imvasion of Denmark on 9
April 1940, the United States becme seriousty
coneerned about its defenses against attack in the

" North Atlantic, Greenland, a Danish island, pre-

seated a double threat, Hitler might get control
of it, establish weather stations, air and other mili-
tary bases, and strike Allied ships on the northern
- route.” He might use defenseless Greenland as a
springboard to attack the Western Hemisphere.
.Canada, like the United States, had no North
Atlantic outposts, It was not until the 50 “obsolete™
destroyers (World War I four-pipers) were traded
that we acitired a base on Newfoundland at
Argentia; this eventually became one of the stra-
tegic centers of the war. "

Many Cozst Guard ships were adapted for op-
erations in ice, Numerous Coast Guard officers
were experts in Arctic navigation through long as-
sodation with the International Ice Patrol in the
North Atlantic, and the Bering Sea Patrol in Alas-
ka. In May 1940 cutter Comanche, which had
made numerous ice observation patrols, was de-
tailed to transport Mr: James K. Penfield, the first
American Consul to Ivigtut, Greenland. As a
result of negotiations with the Danish Minister to
Washington the consulate had just been opened
at Godthaab. ]

The cryolite mine at Ivigtut was an important
concern of our Consul. Cryolite is an essential
mineral in the production of aluminum, which was
urgently needed in our aircraft building program.
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‘The mire, less than a mile from the sez, was vul-

' _perable to attack. We could take no chances with
- that mine! The United States agreed not.only to

~sell armaments to Greenland in 1940, but-ex-Coast
-Guard personnel, trained in the use of firearms,

r -~were sent to guard the ayolite mine. Cutters
. .patrolled the west and east coast, and in August

1940, Duans carried a party to make an air

- -of Greenland’s west coast. Northland {Commander

Edward H. “Icebery” Smith), cruised the east

;--~cozst Jooking for Eurcpean military occupation or

activity; explored the mzay fjords; and organized

.the datz mto charts far a2 “Greenland Pilot”

Greenland - had siznifince as a possible z2ir
base, and preliminary conversations with this in
-mind were begun in the Fali of 1940. On 17

. March 1941 as soon as ice conditions permitted,

the South Greenland Survey Esxpedition, com-
posed of representatives of the State, Treasury,

Navy, and War Departments, sailed from Boston

for Greenland in the cutter Cayugs. The mission
was to locate and recommend sites for airfields,

i ‘seaplane bases, radio stations, meteorological sta-

tions, and aids to navigation; and to furnish hydro-
graphic information. Arriving at Godthaab on 31
March 1941, the party left 7 April in Czyugs to
' visit points on the west coast.

Throughout the Expedition’s cruise of about
two months, the Coast Guard made every effort
to assist. On 17 May, Northland relieved Cayuga,
Commander Smith, in the former, reported that

.. the cruise further confirmed his contention that

- Coast Guard cutters were the best adaptzhle naval
ships for the Greenland sector, and that all such
ships should be equipped with a plane. The ship-
based plane proved of great service to the work of
-the Expedition. The plane reported ice conditions,
and, among other things, the airmen made photo-
.graphs of various tentative building sites,
Acceptable Greenland charts were not available,
The Coast Guard made new charts, and uncharted
areas were surveyed and recorded. Locations were
verified or corrected; cutters. ran up one side of
the many fjords and down the other, making
soundings. There were no effective aids to naviga-
tion. Mapping and charting of certain important
areas, including approaches to proposed airfields
was also accomplished,
As a result of this Expedition, it was decided
to construct landing fields at Narsarssuak ar the

SR R - —
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head of the Julianehazb Fjord, and at Kipisakn, <« -

near Ivigtut, with seaplane bases at other locations,
A central radio and aerological station was planned
for Akia Island, near XKipisako, with a sccondary
observing station elsewhere. These stations proved
invaluable to Allied forces. The meteorclogical
information, on the basis of which General Eisen.
hower set D-Day for the Normandy invasion,
came largely from Greenland.

At this juncture it should be mentioned that
Commander Smith, as a lieutenant commander,
had studied abroad and in this country under out-
standing scholars, and is said to have passed the
Harvard examinations for 2 Ph.D. in oceanography
with extremely high marks. Becuse of his great
knowledge of Arcticphenomena, especially ice and

icebergs, he became fondly referred to as “Iee- -

berg” Smith. He gained renown as one of the
world’s foremost scientists, »
On 3 April 1941, by agreement with the Danish
Minister, the United States undertook the defense
of Greenland under the Act of Havana of 30 July
1940. This authorized the United States to accept
responsibility for Western Hemispherse defense.
It gave us the night to locate and construct air
fields for the defense of Greenland and the Ameri-
-can continent zs long as the emergency lasted. Den-
mark still rerained its sovereignty over the “de-
fense areas.” The United States respected all of
Greenland’s laws, regulations, and customs, and
safeguarded the welfare of its inhabitants, A simi-
g;greﬁmmt was made with Iceland a few months
Meanwhile, American neutrzlity in the Euro-
pean war was coming to a2 practical end. President
Roosevelt had announced that the defense of
Great Britain was vital to the defense of the United
States. On 11 March 1941, the Lend-Tease Act
had become law. Focd was urgently needed by the
British people, whom Hitler was trying to stzrve
into surrender by his submarine warfare. The first
Lend-Lease food transfer had been authorized 16
April 1941. In the succeeding eight months a mil-
lion tons of American food was sent across the
ocean, effectively tiding Great Britain over her most
serious food crisis. '
Enraged at our success, Hitler sent the gint
battleship Bismarck, accompanied by the cruiser
Prinz Eugen, to raid the Allied food convoys and
to destroy the United Naticns’ supply lines The
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- gpeed and power of Bismarck made her a deadly

menace; not only was she the most powerful ship-

afloat, and so honeycombed with water-tight cam-
- ts as to be almost “unsinkable”, but she
was far larger than the 33,000 tons which offical

-sooner had these German warships left Norway

. on this mission, than 46 Allied warships took up-

the chase. There followed one of the most spectacu-
lar sea battles of the war.

" On 21 May 1941, seventeen Allied food ships
-returning to Europe were reported attacked and
some torpedoed, 150 miles southeast of Cape Fare-
well, Greenland. Nortkland had rendezvoused
with cutter Modoc at sea and was on her way to
Boston, when both vessels were ordered to search
for survivors of these attacks. AModoe learned from
a tanker in 2 passing convoy that she had inter-
-cepted weak signals from the beats of Marcoms

- which had been sunk the previous day 100 miles
south of the main convey. Northland proceeded
to the scene of the main sinkings with full Lights

- and colors displayed, broadcasting her position and

- - purpose each hour. Throughout the period of

1

search, visibility in mist, fog, and rain seldom ex-
ceeded two miles, '

At noon on the 22nd, she reached the reported .

-position 57° 41’ N, 41° 21* W, Shortly afterward,
Commander Smith in Northland sighted several
- bodies in life jackets, along with oil on the sur-
face, wreckage, and debris. Two empty lifchoats
and an empty Life raft were found; a second raft
was discerned, burnt and charred. At 1900 three
-vessels of the convoy were sighted, and it was
learned that they had tzken 53 survivers from
these boats and rzfrs. A few miles to the southeast,
the cutter found an abandoned - tanker, Brizish
Security, completely burned and wallowing in the
swell with decks awash—a gaping hole just forward
of her bridge. Altogether, i20 persons were
rescued by the convoy vessels,

Modoc, unsuccessful in locating Marcond’s boats,
joined Northiand, and the two cutters searched
the area. A British trawler had informed them
earlier that cight ships had been tarpedoed by 12 U-
boats, and that 140 men were still unaccounted for.
In the meantime, cutter Gemeral Greeme, Chief
Boatswain C. L. Jordan, on an cceanographic
survey off Newfoundland, having intercepted a
message from Headquarters, decdded to join the

search for Marcons-survivors. Meanwhile Bismarck

was reported to be only 100 miles to the eastward.
The search continued, but by the 24th, Modoc

-and General Greene had worked into. the vidnity
of an air attack incidental to the Bismarck battle, in -
‘which =ight planes and three naval vessels were in-

" wolved. The cutters, under jurisdiction of the Treas-

ury, were unmolested for they werea familiar sight .

in these regions. Nevertheless, aati-aircraft missiles
from Bismarck narrowly missed Modos's bow.
British planes were inflicting damage on .the Ger-

man warship, reducing her speed until British bat-

tleskips could come up. Aodoc narrowly escaped
attack during the evening by HMS Prince of
W ales, which, fortunately, identified the cutter in
time.

~ During an interlude, Genersl Greene worked an
arez which had not then been searched by British
vessels. On the 26th she picked up a Marcowi Life-

beat containing a chief petty officer and 19 men, S
who had been buffeted about by strong winds, =
snow, and rough seas for six days. In the afternoon.

they found another Iifeboat with 19 survivors, who
told a story of acute suffering and of having one
of their number die in 2gony after drinking sez
water.

On the same day, Gensral Greene’s officers saw

four large battleships speeding northward; they -

heard heavy gunfire and observed thick smoke.
The British ships had caught up with Bismarck.

Hit many times and burely holding ker own, the -

latter had received the following message ‘from
Berlin: “All our thoughts are with our victorious-
comrades. Hitler.” From Bismarck went the reply:

“Ship unmaneuverable; we shall fight to the last

shell. Lutjens.” It was at this time that the British
battleship Hcod blew up with all haads 2s a result
of a salvo from the invisible Bismarck which
touched off her magazines. On the 27th, Bismarck
was southwest of Ireiand attempting desperately
to make a French port. Her guns were silenced,
her mast blown away, and smoke 2nd dames poured
skyward. She finally turned over and sank with,
only 110 survivors out of a arew of 2,400.

The search for the unaccounted-for Marcomi
survivors was continued by Norshland until the
31st, when further search was abandoned. In re-
porting the activity during the eleven days of
search, Commander Smith wrote: “It is fortunate
that there were no accidents and mistaken identi-

. — . - el
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ties when all parties concerned were more or less
on a hair trigger. It is equally certain, however,
that both- the British and German ships knew of
our presence through our lights and regular radio
broadeasts, and if any casualty had resuleed it could
fairly have been termed as plainly an overt act.”

The Battle of the Atlantic was moving toward
2 climax, and the Royal Navy was trying to guard
the already huge volume of North Atlantic ship-
ping by itself. Against this background of great
vialence, the South Greenland Patrol, with cutters
Modoc, Comancke, and Raritan, and the ex-Coast
and Geodetic Survey ship Botodois, was established
1 June'1941, under the command of Commander
Harold G. Belford. One menth later; the North-

east Greenland Patrol with cutter Nortkland, the'’

ex-Interior Department vessel North Star, and
USS Besr, was organized under Commander Ed-
ward H. Smith, with Commander Carl Christian
von Paulsen as second in command. Both patrols,
consolidated in October of that year, became the
Greenland Patrol, Task Force 24.8, under Com-
mander Smith, operating under Commander-in-
Chief, U. S, Atlantic Fleet. : : :

Admiral Samuel Eliot Morison, USNR, in his
excellent History of Naval Operations in Werld

War 11, writes that Smith “received orders from -

the Chief of Naval Operations, to do a little of
everything—the Coast Guard is used to that”

This “everything” meant keeping the .convoy

routes open for surface vessels, and the 2ir routes
for planes; breaking ice; finding leads in the ice
for the Greenland convoys of merchant ships and
transports; escorting such ships; rescuing sprvivers

of submarine attacks; constructing and maintaining

aids to navigation; reporung weather and ice- con-
ditions; and maintaining air and surface patrols.
In addition, Commander Smith was to discover
and destroy enemy weather and radio stations in
Greenland; continue the hydrographic survey;
maintain communications among the several United
States and Greenland government posts; bring
supplies to the Eskimos and the smail Danish set-
tlements; escort cryolite ships; and perform rescue
missions for vessels in distress and crashed planes.
Really, quite an assignment! “These duties”, writes
Morison, “the Coast Guard performed with ex-
emplary fortitude and faithfulness throughout the
mr.”

It took some time to organize regular patrols,

—— e L L

and the first weeks of offidal patrol were relatively
uneventful. However, on 4 September 1941, the
destroyer USS Greer was sunk by 2 German sup,
marmne while carrying mail to Iceland. On 12 Sep.
tember, the day following the President’s Warning
to the Axis nations to stay out of American watery
or take the consequences, Commander Smith
noticed an apparently innocent fishing vessel. He
recalled having been informed by some members
of a Sledge Patrol of faithful Danes and Eskimas,
that they had seen a party landing in 2 lonely
fjard. Commander Smith stopped the fishing ves-
sel and sent out a boarding party, who tock her

* into 2 small body of water called McKenzie Bay,

halfway up the east Greenland coast, to look her
aver, .

At first the 27 persons on board, most of them
Danish hunters and Norwegian trappers, claimed
to be a fishing and huntng party, The leader of
the expedition was 2 sclentist. The one woman on
board said she was a nurse. “Have you dropped
off any men?” a Coast Guard officer asked. “No,”
answered everybody. After more questioning,
however, these adventurers realized they were up
against men who could not be bluffed. One of the
crew said that two sets of “hunters” had .been
dropped off, one with radio equipment near the en-
trance of Franz Jeseph Fjord, about 500.miles
north of McKenzie Bay. The fishing vessel was
identified as the Norwegian trawler Buskoe, con-
trolled by German interests and servidng a radio
station in Greenland.

Commander Smith immediately placed a prize
aew on board the Norwegian. Examination re-
vealed that the vessel was equipped with a main
transmitter and 2 portable transmitter, a main
receiver and 2 portable receiver, a portable engine-
generzator, and a control panel. The vessel was be-
Lieved to be engaged in sending weather reports
and information on Allied shipping to German
U-boats and Axis<controlled territory.

Leaving Buskoe with the prize crew, Norik-
lend, now under command of Commander C. G-
von Paulsen, set out to find the suspected radio
station on the east coast of Greenland. The follow-
ing night, the cutter anchored in a fjord about five
miles from the place. Twelve men, led by Licu
tenant Leroy McCluskey, were assigned to attack
and capture the radio station. About midnight the
landing party proceeded in a small boat to within
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part, hunters who lived in wooden shacks sitnateg

a2 mile of the station. Making their way through
pitch darkness and over icy ground, they at last

. found the socalled hunters® shadk which had been

.described to them as the site of the radio station.
Lieutenant McCluskey surrounded the shack with
his commandos and, gun in hand, kicked in the

"~ .door of the building and rushed in upon three men
-who were resting in their bunks. The German

radiomen quickly sarrendered and told all they
Jmew. Their radio equipment and code were also
taken. Under pretense of building a fire to make
coffee for the Americans, the radiomer tried to

- burn some papers, but the Coast Guard party was

too quick for the Nazis and the papers were seized,
They turned out to be confidential instructions—
Hitler’s plans for radio stztions in the far north—
and of considerable value to the Coast Guard.
Discovery of the trawler and the radio station
had been most timely, for their weather reports

were just being made ready for transmission to’

Olso, Norway. The captured vessel, with her gew
and passengers, was taken to Boston for intern-
ment, Coast Guard seizure of Buskoe was the first
naval capture bv the United States during the
period of emergency; we were not offically at war
at the time, ‘ _

When we entered the war on 8 December 1941,
the Greenland bases were already in operation,
but more small ships with a long cruising radius
were needed. Commander Smith found them zlong
the fishing docks in Boston. They were taken over
by the Coast Guard, eamoufiaged blue and white,
and given Eskimo names for amimals—d4ivik,
Aklak, Alostok, Amarck, Arluk, Ak, Arvek,
Nenok, Natsek, and Nogek. They wete com-
manded by young officers, three of the regular
Coast Guard and seven of the Reserve,

One of many results of Commander Smith’s
trip in 1941 was the establishment of a dog-team
patrol whose duty it was to observe and report any
person who was not an authorized resident of
northeast Greenland. This “Sledge Patrol”, or-

ganized late in 1941, was made up of faithful’

Danes and Eskimos whose knowledge of the ter-
rain and its inhabitants was unsurpassed. In that
great expanse of snow and ice, where it is difficult
to recognize people at even a short distance, only
natives covering the territory on sleds, and well

acquainted with the regular inhabitants were likely

to detect a stranger. The Dancs were, for the most

at varying intervals, sometimes a hundred mijeq
apart. For their fresh food they depended chiefly
on what they caught,

The Sledge Patrol worked in close cooperation -

with the Coast Guard, the U. S. Army, and the
Greenland Administration which was wholly isg.
lated from the government in Denmark. Sledge
Patrol members were eventually accorded military
status, working as a unit of the U. S. Army.

The Ccast Guard learned that almost
ather shack was at that time 2 weather station send-
ing information by radio tc Denmark The first
thing -we did after the Danish invasion was to
dismantle these" stations to cut off weather and
other information from the Germans.

It might be painted out at this juncture that for
nearly two years afterwards there were suspidons
that enemy radio shacks still existed in Greenland.
While all shacks and strangers, espedially those in

northeast Greenland, were systematically inspected - - -

and checked by the Sledge Patrol, it was suspected
that Nazis were still operating wedther stations

when some Army fliers, asiing for weather infor-

mation in secret code, were answered i secret code
and ran into 2 heavy storm which caused them to
crash. These were the same fliers for whom Lien-

tenant Pritchard gave his life in his attempt to .

rescue them. The false information apparently was
sent from 2 German submarine or radio station on
the Greenland east coast. :

While the Ceast Guard was concerned with dis-
covering and destroying German weather radio
stations, it also set up some establishments for the
United States. Aids to navigation in Greenland
were few and far between. Working parties under
Coast Guard officers constructed much needed aids.
Tke frst, under Lieutenant (jg) Carl W. Rom
built Gamatron Radicbeacon Station during the
winter of 194142, A second party under Lieuten-
ant Joseph W. Haviicek established Simiutak Light
Station, Karjartalik Light and Radiobeacon Sta-
tion, and Cruncher Island Light and Radiobeacon
Station, from April to December 1942. A third
party, headed by Lieutenant Frank P. Ishmeal,
USCGR, installed the rest of the Greenland aids,
completed varfous repair projects, and designed
the Army-Navy Administration Building at Nar-
sarssuak, about 3¢ miles up Skov Fjord. Many
cutters took turns serving as workships for these
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-jobs 2nd in transporting men and their supplies.

- Canvoy traffic increased greatly after the United
States ofhicially entered the war. Long range Ger-
-man planes patrolled the east coast of Greenland
and thus air attack in the area was 2 threat through

1942. The number of Coast Guard vessels on -

-Greenland Patrol also grew, as did the number
assigned to weather patrol in the North Atlantic.
These two activities were closely related and often
blended together.

Greenland Patrol cutters made thrilling
rescues. One came on 135 June 1942. Escanasba,
bound from Cape Cod to Halifax, while hurrying
to rejoin her convoy after attacking a submarine,
aw and rockets indicating a submarine attack
on the convoy. Firing star shells, the cutter cz e
to the position where USS Cherokee (fleet tug)
had gone down and survivors were milling 2round
in the freezing water. Rescue operations started

immediately in pitch darkness with z volunteer

trew in a monomoy surfboat. Twenty survivors
were taken from the water and brought on board.

" Several other vessels present unfortunately showed

lights during this cperztion. This brought rescue
wark to a halt to avecid submarine atrack.
With the great increase in convoys, and in the
~War tempo at sez, came many contacts with the
-enemy, and Coast Guard vessels made every effort
to run the enemy down. While Northland was
patrolling a dreuiar area with a 60-mile radius in
Dayis Strzit on 18 June 1942, she mads an under-
water contact and Jeapt to the attack. The contact
was on a bearing 265 degress at a range of 2,300
yards. A minute later a firmer contact at 1,900
yards was made. The cutter headed straight for
the submarine and drepped five 300-pound depth
Turbulent water, oil and air bubbles ap-
peared close to the first charge and there was an
oil slick 100 yards in diameter. After the second
and third charges, reverberatory noises were heard
and felt, and oil bubbles continued to rise in pro-
fusion. The cutter continued the search for i4
hours before leaving for emergency repairs at Ice-
Iand. Although German records discovered after
the war gave no report of a submarine Jost in this
position, perhaps this sub was one of those whose
fate the Nazis classified as “unknown.”
There were numerous attacks on convoys, of
course, Only a few an be chosen for spedial com-
ment; many worthy of mention must be omitted

e r————

bewause .of space Himitations. One attack occurred
on 25 Auvgust 1942, Cutter Mojave was escoring
the U. 5, Army transport Chatham from Sydney,
Nova Scotiz, to Greenland in one group of convoy
5-Gé, while cutters Mokavwk and Algonguin were
escorting  steamships Laramie, Biscaya, Ariyn,

' Aleoa Guard, and USS Harjurend- in another

group. At 0900, when near the north end of Belle

Isle Strait, Ckatham was torpedoed. ,

Twelve hours later, at about 2100, when off
Chateau Bay, an alarm was sounded in Mokawék
and all hands took their battie stations. Personnel
1 the CPO quarters and in the fireroom heard a
hissing or whining sound pass under the ship, un-
doubtedly the sound of a torpedo. This was neither
reported to the bridge nor picked up by the QC
(underwater sound) operator. Thirty-five minutes
after the first alarm, an explosion was heard. A
faint white glow was seen on Laramie’s bow. A
second explosion rent the air about five seconds
later followed by another white glow near Laramsie
or Arlyn. Mohatsk rushed to her station on the
convoy’s left flank. A minute later 2 third ex-
plosion thundered off the cutter’s port bow.

' Laramie, a Navy tznker, sent up two white
rockets. Mokawk, speeding to her assistance, and
finding her down by the head and listing to port,
proceeded down the moon in search of the sub-
marine; she hunted unsuccessfully until 2300.
Meanwhile, Zaramiz and Algonquin were firing
projectiles and star shells,

The situation had become confused. Algomguin
escorting two ships, was heading southeast, but
Mohawt did not follow. The submarine which
had sunk Chathain had remained in the vidnity,
giving rise to the belief that if injured Laramie
were left unattended, the sub might finish her off.
Arlyn had been sunk, but no word of this had been
received until 2259, Afokawk sighted red flares;
if these were from lifeboats, it was assumed they
could be only 5 miles from shore and assistance,
therefare, was not needed. Mokaswk followed an
oil slick and fimally caught up with Laramis
shortly before midnight. The cutter, being told of
an underwater echo 2,000 yards distant, ran dewn
the bearing but established no contact. She dropped
four depth charges as an embarrassing attack. At
0100 Mohkawk asked a naval patrol plane to lock
for possible survivors of Arlys, five miles south-
east of Chateau Bay, She continued escorting
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Laramie unti! relieved by USS Bristol. Laramis
.and other remaining vessels of the convoy were
then safely escorted to port in Greenland,
Many such experiences were had by Coast
Guard-manned convoy escorts. A Greenland Patrol
~hillet was certainly no sinecure; it was “guarding
the coast” with a vengeance.
The appearance of oil on the surface of the
water following the explosion of a depth charge
-did not mecessarily mean the U-boat had been
destroyed. The explosion might have merely rup-
-tured the portion of the outer hull"where the fuel
~oil was stored, and so produced an oil slick. Some-

times submarine crews themselves released cil to

simulate destruction when they felt the explesions
too near them. The subs were tough; there were
cases where depth charges tors away conning
towers with men dinging to them, and yet the
subs subsequently limped back to pert! Whales
and icebergs, contacted on the underwater sound
apparatus or radar, were often mistaken for sub-
marines. Many depth charge attacks, however,
served to keep the subs down and were at least
protective.

In November 1942, Norikland (Captain Charles
W. Thomas) arrived at the Norwegian island of
Jan Mayen, well north of Iceland, to establish a

- high frequency direction finder station (HF/DF).
Norshland landed 41 officers and men with 30 tons
of stores and equipment under extremely difficult

- conditions, both geographic and weatherwise. The

Norwegians on the island called the U. 3. radio

station there “New Chicago” because it was pro-
tected from aerial attack by machine guns!

To appredate duty in Greenland waters, some
mention of ice conditions will be helpful. During
certain seasons the southeast coast of Greenland is
surrounded by a belt of “storis” 20 to 30 miles
wide; this is locse pack ice of small icebergs or
growlers, sprinkled with a few larger icebergs.
Small berps are about the size of a Greyhound
bus, while large ones could cover several dty
blocks. Even the sturdiest vessels, espedially built
for icebreaking, were constantly damaged by this
heavy Axctic ice. Bent propeller blades cused the
vesse] to vibrate, and operations would have o be
suspended during repairs. Many cutters made
temporary repairs themselves and continued en
their missions. The Coast CGuard’s Greenland
Patrol served iogistically all the Army, Navy,

THE U.5. COAST GUARD IN WORLD

WAR 1II

and Coast Guard bases in Greenland. Food and
clothing for the men had to be brought in,
whether or not the fjords were-frozen. In some

-

- places fjords froze to a thickness of six to eight feet;
" The cutters found leads through this ice or broke -
it, s0 supply ships could get through. ** *

A ship in a clear course of water one minute
might find its way blacked the next, so swiftly did
the ice situation change at times, espedally with
high winds and swift currents. Surrounded by ice,
the .cutter would have to sead out or ll for a
plane to survey the arez for miles around, looking
for leads throngh which cpen water could be
reachec. Without such information from a plane,
2 cutter might follow one of several leads only to
be 2gain surrounded by ice. Smoke flares were first
used in July 1943 by PRYs to show the position of
leads. Where plenes were not available, vessels -

sometimes were obliged tc spend weeks in the ice,

always in danger of being crushed.

The escort vessels experienced great diffculty in
keeping track of their convoy ships when fog com-
bined with ice to cause more trouble. Brnging
stragglers lost in the fog back into line was, there-
fore, an important part of routine escort duty.

The trawlers taken over by the Coast Guard
for work around Greenland and in the North
Atlanric were thoroughly uncomfortable, cramped,

-and wet; but they were generally good sea boats

and they performed their duties well. Few ran
into serious-situations, but Nassek was lost on 17
December 1942, without z trace.

A group of three vessels was to proceed from
Narsarssuak, Greenland, to Boston. This group
comprised USS Bluzbird (256 gross-ton-mine-
sweeper) commanded by Lieutenant Commander
Jemes F. Baldwin, USNR, who was senior officer;
converted trawler Nawsek (Lieutenant (jg)
Thomas S. LzFarge, Jr., USCGR); and converted
trawler Nanok (Lieutenznt Magnus G, Magnus-
son).

In conference on 13 December, it was dedded
that Bluebird wouid lead, and the three would
proceed in column. Bluebird and Natsek got under
way about 0800; Nanok was delayed half an hour
to recetve mail and passengers. Bluebird, while
praceeding down Skov Fjord, closed cutter North
Stzar which was proceeding up the Fjord, to receive
mail, and then closed a trawler to receive a pas-
senger. Durning this time; Nanck joined Natssk
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iﬁnﬂ, receiving no signal from Bluebird, the two

- proceeded to sea. When Bluebird was ready to

proceed, the other two were three or four miles

- ahead, and an attempt by her to communicate with
. the trawlers by blinker failed. Nowsek and Nanok

with speed exceeding that of Bluedird, soon parted

- .company with the latter. The trawlers kept to-

gether, and on 17 December, at about 0100, they
sighted Belle Isle Strait,

About 0215 snow began to fall and Belle Isle
Light beame obscured. The commanding ofhcers
of the two trawlers conferred by hailing back and
forth, and decided to proceed during darkness

through the Strait as long as their positions were

known. Natsek was to lead and keep Nanok in-
formed of water depth, since the latter’s fathometer
was inoperative. The weather thickened, and in
heavy snow the two vessels soon lost visual contact

. with each other.

About 0245 Nanok stopped and lay to for about
four hours; then, determining her position, she pro-
ceeded. When Point Amour Light was abeam the

" weather cleared; the wind hauled to the west and

within an hour reached gale force. Spray, whipped
up by the high wind, froze and formed ice on the

- ship, By nightfall of that day (sull the 17th),
- Nanok was west of Rich Peint with heavy ice con-

ditions prevailing, For three days Namok’s cew
worked long hours to brezk ice from the ship’s
structure to prevent dangerous accumulation. On
the 22nd she passed south of Cape Sable, the
southwestern tip of Nova Scotia, and condnued
toward Boston. Bluebird followed Nanok in, ar-
riving at Boston on 26 December.

Nothing more was ever heard of Natsek. She
was seaworthy, only a year old, 116 feet long and
of 225 gross tons. Search by air and surface failed to
discover trace of her. The most probable cause of
foundering was structural damage which might
bave destroyed wutertight integrity, or loss of
stability from ice accurrulation. Possibly the work
of freeing the ship from ice was not started in time
or pursued with enough vigor. We shall never
know,

Natsels commanding officer, Thomas S.- La-
Farge, Jr., USCGR, was a grandson of John
LaFarge, the noted painter. He was himself an
artist and had joined the Coast Guard Reserve to
paint while performing his regular duties. With
his experience as a yachtsman, he had accepted one
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of these tough commands. Even during his one
year of Greenland duty
fine paintings for Coast Guard Public Relations
exhibits,

In Chapter 3, the story of Lieutenant Pritch-
ard’s thrilling attempt to rescue the cew of an
Army Flying Fortress from the Ice Cap was told,

, he had turned in many

and how this brave officer lost his life in the at- - ‘

tempt. It will be recalled that Ensign Richard L.

Fuller led an expedition to find Pritchard’s plane. :

An aftermath of all this came on 14 January 1943,
when Ensign Fuller, with a civilian dog driver,
Mr. Johan Johansen, agzin set out for the Ice Cap
Station near Comanche Bay, this time in an at-
tempt to rescue the ditched Army plane. Running
by compass, they reached the Ice Cap Station that
evening. :

They found Sergeants Joe Liston and Arthur
Hall there in a station unfit for human habitation.

Buried under Sve feet of snow, the roof was drip-

ping like a shower; the water on the deck was two
inches deep, there were no sanitary facilities. The
only light was one gasoline lantern. A blizzard
began. Fuller and Johansen returned to the Beach

Head Station, but the Army men remained in the -

wretched hovel until 25 January. Then they were
able to make the Beach Head Station on skis
dropped by a plane, }

Six days later, Fuller and Johansen again set out
for the reported position of the missing PN-OE.
They reached the Ice Cap Station, but the first
three days of February were unfit for travel. They
set out on 4 February in a stiff northerly wind,
with good visibility and the temperature 12° be-
low zero. At midday a B-17 from Ikateq dropped
supplies and equipment, all of which were cached,
except trail flags and a ‘“walkie-talkie.” The next
day they continued on toward the reported posi-
tion of the downed plane, aided by a B-17 which
gave directions as it flew over, accompanied by two
PBYs. The Army planes then flew to where all
but three of the survivors were camped, six miles
from their plane; Colonel Bernt Balchen, U. S.
Army, landed a PBY and evacuated them,

When about 12 miles from the wrecked plane,
Fuller was informed by the B-17, which dropped
a2 tent and some clothing, that there had been no
signs of life for several days from the three survi-
vors remaining with the downed PN-9E. That
night, wind made it difficult to pitch the tent; in the

——
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process Ensipn Fuller froze his right foot. Next
morning he decided to turn back becruse of this, as
well as poor visibility and a shortage of dog food.

For two days he and Johansen rzn on compass.

from flag to flag back to the Ice Cap Station.
There, 2 3-day hurricane with extreme cold caused
_the death of several dogs. Gales and snowsterms
bogged the men down for the rest of February.
Dog food and heating fuel bemme scarce and on
the night of Z March, with the situaticn becoming
desperate, they reached the Beach Head Station
with only three dogs pulling. Eight cf the original
15 dogs had perished, and four were crippled. They
temained at Beach Head Station until May, dig-
ging for fuel and focd in the caches, and kecnmg
the tunnels in the living quarters clear.

Pharmadst Hearn amputated two of Fuller’s
frozen toes and extracted the cffending testh of
two men who had developed severe toothaches.
On 8 May 1943, all Coast Guard personnel were
removed from Comanchs Bay. All members of the
trail party were cormmended by their superior off-
cers for their attempts to rescue the Army fiers
from the Ice Cap. Ensign Fuller received the
Navy and Marine Corps Medal, and the other
members were recommended for offidal com-
mendation. This expedition had to be evaluated
more in terms of heroism than accomplishmentz.

While this effort was in progress, several other
events tock place. In a remarkable rescue at sea

- on 3 February 1943, Esconabs (Lieutenant Com-

mander Carl U. Peterson) znd Comanche (Lieu-
tenant Commander R. R. Curry) saved a tetai of
225 men out of 299 who were rescued from the
transport Dorchester, which had been attacked by
2 submarine zbout 150 miles south of Cape Fare-

. well. Dorchester, with 904 men on board, was one

of three vessels which these cutters were escorting
from St. Johns, Newfoundland, to Greenland. She
was torpedoed shortly after midnight znd sank
soon afterwards. The cutters worked in absolute
darkness for more than eight hours, rescuing men
in the water as submarines hovered nearby. Many
men died of shock in the freezing water. Cuttars
Duane and Tempa tried to locate and attack the
submarines and also searched for survivors.

It was here that the retriever method of rescue
was first used. The majority of men in the water
at this latitude were n.bsoiutely helpless and un-
able to climb up sea ladders or cargo mets slung
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-aver the side. It was futile to throw them lines,

Instead, Coast Guardsmen were lowered over the
side in rubber suits. They acted as retrievers, help-
ing the men mto boats ar onto rafts by securing
bowlines under their arms so that they could be
pulled up over the side. These retrievers were in
and out of the water for howrs. Some swam long
distances to save men who otherwise would ha.ve
been lost. The work had to be done fast because of
the freezing water and the presence of enemy
submarines.

Individual hercism in this operation was com-
monplace and resuited 1 many decorations. It was
in Dorckester that three chaplins gained im-

‘mortzlity by giving up their life jackets to others

and going down with the ship. Of the 133 sur-
vivors picked up by Escanabs, one died soon after
being tzken on board. Twelve bodies were also
recovered. Caomanche rescued 93 men. A few
months later, on 13 June 1943, Escanaba herself
was destroyed, as is explained in Chapter 14,
Soon after the Dorchester incident, while escort-
ing a convoy on 20 March 1943, cutter Modoc
recetved a report from cutter Algonguin that the
British vessel Svend Foyrxe, in convoy, had col-
lided with an iceberg at (04350 the previous day
about 100 miles sowth of Cape Farewell, The
cutters immediztely began search in the indicated
arez. Shortly after m_dmght on the Zlst, they
contacted curter divik and verified the stricken
vessel’s position; they learned that passengers and
crew kad abandened ship and were drifting in life-
boats and rafts, HAS Hastings, contacted by the
cutters, also joined the search, \
Svend F. oyne was finally sighted in a group of
two large and several small zc..b..rgs Nearby were
several lifeboats and cotter Frederick Lee. At
0133, Modoc maneuversd zlongside one lifeboat
and took on beard 25 survivors--z difficult opera-
tion due to the deep roll of the vessel and the help-
lessness of the vicrims. A: 0143 another lifeboat
was loczted, and in 15 mimes, 16 more survivors
had been rescued vnder similar difficulties. The
other vessels also picked mp survivors, Modoc
found 2 raft 40 minutes later with men so wezk
they could not make lines fast; two or three fell
into the freezing water and were drowned. Only
two could be saved by Modoc. Aivik finally went
alongside the raft and took off the rest. Three of
Modocs crew, Lecoard W. Campbell, Chief Boat-
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gswain’s Mate, John T, Hendrix, Chief Electrician’s
. Mate, and William F. Coultas, Seaman First Class,

jcularly, distinguished themselves in these
(—\g;xa by voluntanly going down the nets and
memptmg to secure lines zbout those struggling
in the water. They were later awarded the Navy
.and Marine Corps Medal.

The rescue vessels took turns searching for

other survivors and screening the other ships from

ible submarine attack, At 0920, Modor discon-
tinued the search and Hasrings, with 16 survivors,
departed for Iceland. The other vessels trans-
ferred their survivars to Modoz for transporation
to St. Johns, There were 22 from 4Algongain, 42
from Asvik, and 20 from Frederick Lee; with
those in Modoc and Hastings, the total rescued
was 144.

One small group, known as the Canadian Arctic
Task Unit, had as its mission the assistance and
support of the U. S. Army in its area, through
exercising Naval control over, and safeguarding,
merchant vessels there, Coast Guard station vessels
of this group were Aklak at Chimo and Arluk at
Frobisher. The mission included arranging ship-
ping schedules, routing, and providing escort, air
coverage, and antisubmarine air sweeps if needed.
The open period was short, July to October. The
statton ships, with USS Be:zr, which had no defi-
nite station in 1943, met Sydney-Greenland con-
voys and escorted vessels bound for the Canadian
Arctic to a safe and sheltered position, usually in

lower Frobisher Bay. There destinations were

checked, mail was distributed, and the group was
split under local escort as required.

Planes patrolled at every opportunity along the
entrance to Hudson Strait and Frobisher Bay.
They made the first ice survey on 30 May 1943,
and these surveys continued as long as planes were
available. Vessels were assisted through and
around ice fields, leads were pointed out, and
general limits of the ice fields to be encountered
were indicated. Ice surveys of important portions
of Labrador and Baffin Land as well as various
hydrographic surveys were accomplished during
the summer of 1943.

In the Spring of 1943, a German weather and
radio station was ﬁnzllly uncovered on the east
coast of Greenland. Three members of the Sledge

Patrol, noticing two tiny black spots moving alorxrr'

the ndgc of 2 mountain in the coastal region,
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searched an empty cabin nc:u—by Sleeping bags,
German uniforms, weapons, and food convinced
them it was bemor used by the enemy, An alarm
was sent out. A few nights later the Nazis ap-
peared at another Sledge Patrol station. Chal-
lenged by a guard, they opened fire with auto-
matic rifles and machine guns. The Danes, out-
numbered, fled. One Dane was killed later ‘when
he returned unwittingly to this c:v.pturcd station;
with his ears covered by 2 parka, ke failed to hear
the Nazi command to halt. The next day, another
Sledge Patrol member walked into a Nazi trap.
Directed to guide the Germans to 2 nearby Sledge
Patrol stzmon, the Dane cunningly persuaded the
Nazis to divide into two parties and sent one onz
long roundabout route to the station, Then he
overpowered and took prisoner the one remaining
Nazi left to guard him. The Dane delivered him
safely into UL S. custody after a fabulous 40-day,
300-mile journey over the ice.

A task force of Coast Guard bombers, together
with cutters Norzh Star and Nortlzlami sailed
from Narsarssuak on 1.July 1943 to search out
the enemy base from which the Nazis had come.
Three Danes with 40 dogs completed this expedi-
tion, which arrived at Anomaossahk on 10 July.
North Star became trapped and damaged in the
ice there and had to procced with Northland to
Reykjavik, Iceland, for repairs. Undamaged
Northlend remained at Reykjavik but 14 hours
and again headed for East Greenland to search
for an enemy supply ship. believed still afloat in
Hansa Bay. En route; she urad. BB ag G;rman
Junkers bomber without resulf. o

Arriving at Shannon Island on 21 july, N orth-
land sent up her plane for air reconnaissance. It
was found that the Danish Sledge Patrol station,
30 miles to the south at Hansa Bay on Sabine
Island, had been completely destroyed by fire. A
landing force investigated and found indications
of intended permanent Nazi eccupation, but no
actual occupation. All main buildings were burned;
there was evidence everywhere of a bitter fight
and subsequent hurried evacuation, evidently by
air. It developed that Colonel Bernt Balchen,
USA, had attacked the site by air on 25 May, ap-
parcntly with complete success.

Only one German officer was eventually found;
he identified himsclf as Dr. Rudolph Sennse, “as-
sistant surgeon” and physician of the Nazi c‘tp&db
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tion. He had lost his dogs and sledge in an ice
crevasse while scouting, and on return to amp
had found the Americans there. He had been the
Gestapo man of the Germans’ Sabine Island garn-
son, and he was to take back information about the
Iand and its péople, Dr. Sennse had been ranging
over northeast Greenland, as far south as Scorseby
Sound, when Cclone] Bzlchen bombed the Sabine
Island installation. With his comrades gone, the
station destroved, and Nertiland present, he de-
aded to give himself up rather then face starva-
tion. Captain Charles V. Thomas of Northland
had Sennse placzd uader guard and quartered him
in the sick bay. This incigent set off an intensified
search for other Nazis and their installations.

On 23 July 1943, North Star, proceeding from
Iceland to northeast Greealand, encountersd a
German reconnaissance plane north of Jan Mayen
Island. This plane engaged in 2 machine gun duel
with the cutter’s gunners, was hit, and disappeared
over the horizon, trailing heavy black smoke.

In Chapter 3, Coast Guard Patrol Bombing
Squadron Six was menticned. This spedial squad-
ron, assigned to the Greenland Patrol, was proba-
bly the most colorful of 2il the Coast Guard avi-

ation units. It was comunissicned on § October

1943 at Argentin, Newfoundland, and sent to
Narsarssuak, Greenland, to relieve Bombing
Squadron 126. Its first commanding officer was
Commander D. B. McDiarmid, USCG. The posi-
tion of this unit was singular, its organization
distinctive, its work colorful and dramatic. Per-
sonnel were entirely Coast Guard, but Navy
planes were used.

The functions of Bombing Squadron Six were
fivefold: air coverage for convoys, antisubmarine
patrol, mail delivery, rescue duties, and observa-
tional surveys of ice conditions. Administrative
control was vested in the Commander, Fleet Air
Wing Nine, with the exception of personnel
matters, whick were under the immediate direction
of Coast Guard Headquarters. The main base was
at Narsarssuak, but detachments operated from
Argentia and Reykjavik, and in the Canadian
Arctic. After six months of operation (April 1944)
the Squadron had 12 operational PBY-FA type
Catalina planes based at Narsarssual, and § offi-
cers, 24 aviators, 4 aviation pilots, and 152 en-
listed mean, including the pilots.

It was common for planes to fly under the most

trying weather conditions over several thousands
of square miles of Greenland ice caps in 2 single
rescue search, On routine patrols the bombers not
infrequently sighted stranded vessels, or cews
which had sometimes heen adrift for weeks in the
stormy northern seas. Radiced messages would
send Coast Guard cutters speeding to the rescue,

There were opsrational difficulties, of course,
Greenland weather and terrain limited aviation
activities. The islard has 2 mountain range of some
15,000 feet elevation exterding around the entire
coast, with fjords and harbors closed during the
winter months by pack ice. About 85 percent of
the interior is covered by a great ice cap of almost
unbelievable thickness, The main squadron base
had a single concrete runway down a sheltered
fjord, and seven Quonset huts housed all activities
including maintenance shops and barracks. Person- -
nel were rotated frequently because of the rigorous
duty. Two planes, assigned to the Canadian Arctic
during summer and autumn, operated chiefly over
Labrador, Cumberland Island, and Baffin Land,
and were engaged primarily in rescue, recon-
naissance, and coverage missions. Patrol and obser-
vation flights carried these planes as far north as
the Ugaba, Frobisher, and Hudson Bays.

The duties ¢f Bombing Squadron Six required
mostly high altitude flying; the extensive ice caps
made Janding on about 90 percent of the island
impractical, if not impossible. Flying at high
danger point, with wind velodties sometimes as
great as 120 to 185 miles an hour, far from land-
ing Lases, required high courage and expert skill;
well trained pilots and crews were necessary. The
men selected for this duty contributed more glory
and renown to Coast Guard aviation.

This Squadron flew 6,233 hours between August
1943, and the end of November 1944; this repre-
sented 638,998 miles quised, an area of 3,213,605
square miles searched, and many assistance flights
and memorable rescues. Assistance rendered to
grounded crews or pilots usually consisted of
spotting survivors, dropping emergency kits and
supplies, and marking the spot for later rescue.
Most flights, however, were routine convay
coverages and ice patrols. For a period of three
months in 1944 Licutenant C. H. Allen maintained
an average of more thar 109 hours 2 month in the
air aver difficult Arctic terrain. The two Iceland
planes under Lieutenant Commander G. R.
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Evans, flew 410 hours during 60 fights in about

. the same period. Some 20 percent of this was night

fying and about 15 percent was instrument flying
under- the most trying conditions of snow, ice,

- glect, and rain. Several 300 to 400-mile reconnats-

sance flights were made in exiremely low tempera-

- tures with unheated plages. During fisl year
-~ '1944, the Squadron aided 43 planes and vessels,

and rescued or assisted 47 persons. One medical

_ase and 87 other persons were transported. Of

the other 1,153 flights, 71 were for zssistance, 346
for antisubmarine patrol and convoy coverage, and
736 were routine missions.

Vessels on Greenland Patrol in QOctober 1943,

. -when activity was close to its peak, were the

cutters Northlend, North Star, Modoc,

fmm:lza, Roritan; USS Bear, and the Coast

and Geodetic ship Bowdoin; and converted trawl-
ers Asvsk, Aklak, Alstok, Amarck, Ariuk, Arvek,
Atak, Nanok, and Nogak. In addition were cutters
detive, Algonguin, Arundel, Faunce, Frederick

Les, Laurel, Manitou, NMokawk, Mojeve, Storis,

Tshoma, Tompa, and Travis, There-were the

Coast Guard-manned naval vessels Albarross,.

Bluebird, aud SCs 527, 528, 688, 689, 704, and
705. ,

On 21 November 1943, the Greenland Patrol
was placed under command of Commodore Earl

G. Rose, USCG. .

- Just one week later, an AT-7 plane was reported
lost. Commander McDiarmid (Cemmanding Pa-

trol Bombing Squadron Six) began a search two

days later, covering an area of 6,000 square miles
for two days. Lieutenant (jg) B. B. Dameron,
Lieutenant D. M. Morrell, Lieutenant A. W.
Weuker, R. E. Asterberg, C.A.P., Lieutenant
A. F, Perkins, and Lieutenant Commander R. R.
Johnson all joined the search. It was Weuker who

- finally located the wrecked plane on the edge of

the Sukkertoppen Ice Cap at 65° 52 N, 50°
22’ W, on 1 December., Black debris was seen
scattered with a smudge on the snow north of it.
On a second flight, on the 7th, Weuker was able
to mark the spot with flag stakes. Final verifica-
tion did not come until the 21st when photographs
were successfully taken to guide the actual rescue
party. A Coast Guard PBY-5A directed this party
on 5 January 1944 over the last 10 miles to the
wreckage; dropped provisions; and otherwise
assisted,

Heroism and y marked the rescue by
Comanchs (Lieutenant Langford Anderson) on
15-16 December 1943, of 29 men and 2 dog from
the 1685-ton Army freighter Nevada. The stricken
vessel had been abandoned about 1300 on the 15th
when her forepeak and No. 1 hold became flooded
and pumps could not keep up with the inflow of
water. She fimally went down in a raging gale
about 200 miles southwest of Cape Farewell,
Greenland. Detached at 1352 on the 15th from
escorting a Newfoundland-to-Greenland convoy,
Comanche set out to aid the foundering ship in
bad weather which turned intc a furious storm as
early darkness fell.

The wind reached 60 miles an hour, whipping
up huge seas. Heavy snow squalls cut visibility to
zero. Comanche reached Nevada after seven hours,
to find the wallowing freighter down by the bow
with 2 30° Lst. Receiving no answer to the usnal
challenge, Lieutenant Anderson illuminated the
vessel with his searchlight and identified it. The
boat falls were empty and the ship appeared to have
been abandoned. Two red flares downwind signi-
fied the location of the lifeboats, and the cutter
proceeded in their direction, At 2231, with the
storm at the height of its fury, the cutter sighted
a lifeboat containing about 30 men who had been

-~ fighting the s#ging. seas for nine hours. They were

praying and singing, with shouts of “Thank
God!” .rising above the howl of the gale. All
hands in Coimanche were ordered to rescue sta-
tions, and volunteers in rubber suits stood by to
dive overboard. _

The chances of bringing the lifeboat alongside
12 those heavy seas were slight. One minute it lay
in the trough far below the cutter’s rail, and the
next it would be lifted high above her deck on
the crest of a comber. After many attempts, a sea
painter was passed by heaving line, making it
possible to bring the boat along the starboard side.
Three men were hauled on board. Then the sea
pitched the Lfeboat under Comanche's No, 1 life-
boat which was rigged out. Three other survivors
leaped on their boat’s gunwale, preparing to jump
to the cutter on the next upsurge, despite orders
from Comanche to remain seated. Falling into the
sez, one sank immediately and the other two
drifted away. The lifeboat was cut loose while
Comanche headed for the men in the water.

As the drowning men were held in the search-
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Light, four volenteers in rubber suits, with bow-
Iines vnder thetr arms, were lowered over the

..side one by one. William G. Mitchell, Storekeeper
First Class, was the first to dive into the heavy seas

in an effort to rescue the two men struggpling in
the water. He was smashed unconscious against the
side of the cutter and hauled back. Arthur Nicker-

-son, Carpenter’s Mate First Class, dived next. He
-nearly succeeded, but after getting his legs around

the survivor and being hauled to the ship’s side,
he too was battered into unconscliousness, and
hauled on board. The survivor had slipped from
his grasp. Robert C. Vile, Firerman First Class, was
third. After reaching kis man and towing him to

.the cutter’s side Vile, in turn, was battered and
beatest by the sez into 2 state of helplessness; his

man slipped away, and when last seen, was ap-
parently dead, ﬂoatmg face down supported by 2
Iife preserver. Vile was pulled to safety with
difficulty.

The second surviver was stll alive, so Co-

- manche headed for him. Philip Feldman, Fireman

First Class, volunteered to go over the side, Poised
on the rail in z rubber suit, Feldman was about
to dive. In the darkness a sudden snow squall hid
the man frem view, and at the same moment the
cutter’s searchlight burned out. By the time the
squall had passed and new carbons were placed in
the searchlizht, the man in the water could not be
found.

Meanwhile the lifeboat with 26 men had
been temporarily lost, but was soon located. Two
nnsuccessful attempts were made to pass a line by
a shoulder lins-throwing gun. At last 2 heaving
Iine was thrown into the lifeboat and z sea painter
made fast to 2 thwart. The surging sea pulled the
thwart locse but not until several survivors had
been hauled to the cutter on the ends of long
bowlines passed over their heads and under their
arms. Despite four interruptions when thwarts
were puiled out, the remaining men were pulled
one by one to safety. The last man placed his line
eround “Grondal”, the mascot dog of Nevsda, and
consented to be saved only after the dog had been
rescned.

Later, on the 17th and 18th, Storis, Modoc,
and Tampa joined in the search for additional sur-
vivors, but abandoned if on the 19th. It was
learned that Captain Gecrge P. Turiga, with 31

of his crew, had been in a second lifeboat which .

[ - v—
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had capsized on leaving the ship. Two rafts on the
Nevada had also been cut loose, and some men
were seen to scramble on board them, but there
was no chance for men to live on mfts in that
storm. Boarding and salvage work was impossible
in the heavy seas and towing the steamer could not
be undertaken. On 18 December 1943, Nevada
sank in position 55° 27" N, 47° 13 W. Later,
Mitchell, Nickerson, and Vilc recetved the Navy
and Marine Corps Medal, while Feldman’s action
was recorded under “Meritorious Conduct? in his
service record. All were highly commended by
Licutenant Anderson.

Weather patrol might be considered a subsidiary
activity of the Greenland Patrol. This was carried
out in the North Atlantic by various Coast Guard
vessels. Weather observations proved so valuable
that in the Spring of 1944 the number of stations
was increased from two to six. On patre] 24 hoursa
day, these vessels, besides sending in weather re-
ports six or eight times daily, were on the lookout

-for enemy aircraft, surface ships or submarines, sud-

den storms, and ditched planes, They acted as plane
guards serving 2 growing number of American and
British transatlantic flights. It was estimated that,
during 1944, there was 2 deily average of 54
flights across the North Atlantic or in the Green-
land area, exclusive of 50 Naval Air Transport
flights a2 month between Newfoundland, the
Azores, and Europe, and about 100 flights 2 month
by chartered commerdal planes. Stations in the
Greenland area during 1943 were in Davis Strait,
Denmark Strait, and south of Cape Farewell. All
stations kept in touch with every plane in the area
by radie. This activity is treated separately in
Chapter 9.

The battle with the German weather and ship-
ping observation expeditions to Greenland came
to its climax between July and October of 1944.
Four cutters finally smashed through ice packs a
few hundred miles south of the North Pole, to
break up a determined Nazi effort to establish
fortified bases on the northeast coast of Greenland.
Concerned were Norikland and Storis, and the
newly commissioned icebreakers Sous/wind and
Easstwind. Together, they captured 60 Germans,
routed three German trawlers, and destroyed two
enemy weather and radio stations.

The Sledge Patrol had reported a Nazi weather
and radio station in the neighborhoed of Shannen
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, ,Bhnd.TthIt:;dchaml officer had been sur-

}-riscd by a Nazi officer while observing the sta-
sion and had shot the German in a gun duel

- In July, Northland and Storis were sent to the
area to furnish supplies for the Sledge Patrol and
to destroy the reported station. o

‘The cutters carried some Army personrel for a
joint Army-Coast Guard landing force. A platoon
‘of 24 men under Lieuterant PEilip S, Pepe and
Ensign Benjamin D. Fleet from Northland joined
a Storis landing party of 15 under command of
‘Lieutenant (jg) LeWayne N, Felts for the attack.
The 25 Army men were commanded by Captzin
Bruce M. Minnick and Second Lieutenant Robert

- C. Nelson. It was planned for the party to land

-on the island and attempr to go overland from the

south to the Nazi installation which was known

to be fortified with machine guns, rifles, and
des. ) :

As the ice pack had moved into the bay in frent

-of Cape Sussi, the location of the enemy bace, the

landing force hoped to surprise the Nazis. Un-
fortunately, bad weather bringing heavy snow,
sleet and mushed-out trails, made it impossible to
penetrate inland more than six miles. A stronger
force was put ashore three davs later. Part of this
group was to malke a base camp on the way to Cape
Sussi from which the attacking Americans could
operate, but weather spoiled these plans, toc.
Eventually, the landing force, worn 2nd weather-
beaten, arrived at Cape Sussi. Meanwhile, a shift
of the wind had opened leads through the ice pack
in the bay, so Northland moved around the islzad
and sent another landing party ashore.

The Americns found 2 deserted Nazi building,
80 well camouflaged that it could be seen only from
2 certain angle. Smashed instruments indicared a
hasty flight. Search disclosed thzt ice caves nearby
contained a large stock of gasoline, food and am-~
munition. Parts of a radio capable of direct com-
munication with Germany were discovered. The
&mcnczms fired the base, and returned to their

P

As the cutters were leaving, Norzhland’s look-
out reported a vessel caught in the ice about four
miles away, Heavy pack ice prevented close ap-
Proach, but from the air the vessel appeared to
have been abandoned. An'investigation party of 16
men under Licutenant F. H, Harmon went over
the ice to the vessel and reported back that she was

. . I . e e
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2 155-foot armed Nazi trawler, beset and crushed
by the ice. She was gutted by fire, and an explosion
had holed her badly. It was evident that the Ger-
man crew and other expeditionary passengers had
moved all food, ammunition, and supplies to the
ice and to the building where they had lived for
some time. Two anti<aircraft guns had been re-
moved from the ship and sct up nearby on the ice.
Parachute cylinders indicated that the men had
been supplied by air. This vessel was believed to

" be Coverg, carrying one o¥ the apparently three

separate German expeditions to northeast Green-
Iand.

A second Nazi vesse]l was disposed of 1 Septem-
ber by Northland, after a 70-mile race through
twisting paths between ice floes off Great Kolde-
wey Islend. For seven hours, the cutter’chased
this Nazi trawler toward the southernmost tip of
Great Koldewey, where the German became
blocked by 2 long finger of ice. Spotted 724 miles
away by a Northland lookout in the early Arctic
dawn, the Nazi was chailenged, but instead of
answering she altered her course and attempted to
dodge into the ice pack. Northlond immediately
gave chase, and although the enemy ship was
faster, managed to keep within 2bout 10,000 yards.
‘Whenever the trawler, appearing intermittently
between ice and floes, came within range, NorzA-
land fired. As the range closed rapidly, the cutter
Segan continuous fire with her forward gun. Un-
readable signals from the trawler were observed
at 1001, and again at 1014 when the Nazi was told
to stop. However, the enemy kept her speed, and
the shelling continued. No hits were observed.
Finally, the cutter gained valuable yardage and
ker shells began dropping uncomfortably close
to the fleeing craft.

Lieutenant’ Commander R. W. Butcher, com-
manding Northland, feared the trawler might
round the tip of Great Koldewey and enter dear
water where her superior speed would enable her
to escape. As the enemy reached the turning point
she suddenly stopped, enabling Norzhland to come
rapidly within cffective gun range. Shells splashed
up the wake of the trawler. Two explosions at
1042, one forward and one aft, suddenly ripped
the enemy craft. The Nazis had scuttled their ship
rather than have her fall into American hands. -
She sank in three minutes in 23 fathoms of water. As
three lifeboats pulled swiftly toward the beach,
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Northland’s 20-mms were manned to stop any

--overland escape. The cutter anchored 500 yards

. from the tip of the island. The lifeboats came

alongside with cight officers and 20 enlisted men.
These Germans surrendered and were taken on
board NortAlsnd, A Nazi commander dramatically
handed over his sword to Lieutenant Commander
Butcher, who later had it framed and hung in
Northland’s wardroom.

About four months after her commissicning, the
new icebreaker Eczszwoind was engaged on Green-
Iand Patrol, and accounted for the third German
trawler. Eastwind was flagship of the Task Unit
carrying out the operation z2gainst the weather and
radio stations of the Nazis. Both were under com-
mand of Captain Charles W. Thomas, who had
formerly commanded Northland. On 2 October
1944, while off Shznnon Island 600 miles north
of Iceland Captain Thomas sent his plane north-
ward on reconnaissance. It returned with word of
a “big ship” about 100 miles away, The command-
ing officer knew it was an enemy ship, and that he
must destroy or capture her.

Eastwind immediately started northward to
make contact. Estimating the enemy’s probable
course, the icebreaker was headed to intercept. She
rzn 2ll night, meeting new ice which became
harder and thicker. At daybreak a solid, heavy
wall of the main polar pack stretched across the
horizon. The plane was sent again on reconnais-
sance and, on retwrn, the observer reported what
appeared to be building materials on North Little
Koldewey Island.

Captain Thomas pushed through 12 miles of
pack Ice under cover of darkness to make a night
landing and swprise the enemy’s rear. Ice was
broken sc the boats could get to shore, and at 0400
the landing party, under command of Lieutenant
(jg) Alden Lewis hit the beack. Taken by surprise
and outnumbered, the entire force of 12 Germans
surrendered. Thev were placed on board East-
wind, together with virtually all the. equipment,
including well-built housing, valuable radio and
meteorological equipment, tons of food and muni-
tions, and countless miscellaneous items. Impor-
tant top-secret documents, which the Nazi com-
mander unsuccessfully attempted to destroy, were
also taken. - .

These documents revealed that the German
naval transport Lxsernmsteine had landed these

t
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men, and it was doubtless that ship which the
plane had spotted. Several unsuccessful recop.
naissance flights were followed by one on 14 Q.
tober which located the ship frozen solid in 3 ¢gn.
solidated field of polar ice about 10 miles of
Shannon Island. Sowtz/wind, which had joined th,
Task Unit, and Eastwind started to close in, The
latter was able to follow leads to within seven mjle
of the objective. Picking up the target by radar, she
crushed her way laboricusly through the ice for
five miles. Three salves were then fired, taking
care to hit arcund the ship but not the ship itself,
A blinker message from the enemy read: “We
give up.”

The icebreaker progressed to within 200 yards
of Externsteine, and a landing force crossed the
intervening ice to receive the vessel’s surrender,
All the prisoners, except for the captain and chief
engineer, were taken on board. A prize aew of 32
men {rom Eastwind boarded the captured vessel.
The icsbreaker broke Exzernsicine free, and the
two proceeded to Hochstetter Bay to rendezvous
with Southwind which had been ordered there be-
cause of 2 damaged propeller. .

The captured vessel was unofficially renamed
Eastbreeze by the 32 men who became 2 perma-
nent crew, with Lieutenant Curtis Howard in
command. New equipment was installed. She was
readied for patrol work, but this lasted only a few
days. She was then sent to Reykjavik, Iceland,
where she arrived on 30 October, and reached
Boston on 14 December. Taken over by the Navy,
she became USS Callo.

After the Externsteine incident, there was little
of a2 combat nature to occupy the Greenland Pa-
trol. Thereafter, operations were largely security

~ patrol and rescue activity.

As a result of the Greenland Patrol with sur-
face ships and planes, the enemy was prevented
from attempting an invasion of the Westcn
Hemisphere on the scale of the invasion of Nor-
way, and those enemy expeditions that did arnive
in Greenland were thoroughly routed. Without
these bases in Greenland, German U-boat attacks,
especially on the northern convoy routes, were
greatly restricted. In short, the men who kept
Greenland free, not only protected Americz from
invasion, but denied the enemy vital weather and
shipping information. The Greenland Patrol was
a positive factor in winning the Atlantic Battle.
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Argo,
ordered to the scene,
After several hours at full spee

unfortunate tanker, a grim sight

An early mnQiczlion Of €neIny OUadruis .
16 concern for human life was recognized on 1
enemy submarine torpedoed -

il Yealda

which was carry- <
ing fuel oil from New York to Halifax. Cutter |

then at Newport, Rhode Island, was .
o Wpabout 150 miles distant.s

d she reached the

with stern

v + "’ abom .
merped and bow still projecting 40 feet
Wa!:e%'e Argo sighted a capsized motor launch, an
three rafts, on one of which (under the kovering
- Navy Blimp K¢) were huddled 6 frightened rds:i

+ vivors, their

drawn faces reflecting the o

through which they had passed. These 6, who were
cescucd, weze all that remained of a crew of 0. _

The 5252-ton Army transi;ort Dérs}:e:ref, with
two merchant ships, departed St. Johns, New-

foundland, in convoy on 29 January 1943. She
carried 1,000 tons of cargo; a merchant marine |

crew of 130; an armed guard of 23; and 751
soldiers, mostly U. S. Army reinforcements for
Greenland, An 11%2-knot Coast Guard unit con-
sisting of Tampas, Escanaba, and Comanche es-
corted the convoy. These vessels encountered very

~cold and dirty weather. Owing to 2 reduction of |
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speed caused by idng, Escenaba, and Comanche
had difficulty in keeping up. They sometimes had'
to heave to and remove ice by live steam. Their’
guns, depth charges, and mousetraps were sealed
in by thick ice; sound gear was of little value be-
cause of excessive water noises. On 2 February,
when the weather had moderated a bit, Comanche
announced the presence of a submarine in the
vicinity, Captain Joseph Greensspun, USCG, es-
cort commander, so informed the convoy., Tampa
made a 14%4-knot sweep 10 miles ahead and 5 miles
on the flanks, and at dark reassumed her patrol
position.

When about 150 miles from Cape Farewzll,
Dorchester was torpedoed without warning on 3
February at 0355. (See Chapter 7.) Three min-
utes later, her master ordered abandon ship.
Dorchester sank rapidly by the bow. There were
no rockets or flares; the escort was unaware of the
tragedy in the pitch-darkness until after the trans-
port had gone down. Abandon ship was poorly exe-
cuted; only two of 14 Lifeboats were used to good
advantage. Escanraba and Comanche made a fruit-
less search for the sub, then returned to pick up
survivors, while Tampa escorted the other two
merchant ships to Skovfjord. Recovery of sur-
vivors was difficult in the darkness, With the water
at 34° and the air 36°, only men of high vitality
were still alive. Most survivors were so stiff from

:.cold that they were unable to grasp the cargo nets

i

* up. Coast Guardsmen of Comanche and Escanaba

i
A

!
1

of the rescuing vessels, much less pull themselves -

heroically entered the freezing water to tow Lfe
rafts to the cutters and help survivors on board.
Under the drcumstances, the rescue of 299 men of
the 904 on board Dorchester was an outstanding

' achievement.

On 13 June 1943, a task unit consisting of.
Mojave (flag), Tampa, Escanaba, Raritan, Storis,
and Algonguin, was escorting Convoy GS-24 from
Narsarssuak, Greenland, to St. Johns, Newfound-

" land. At 0510, observers on board Storés, the vessel

|

nearest Escenabo at the time, saw a cloud of dense
black and yellow smoke and flame billowing up-
wards from that cutter. No explosion had beea
heard by the escort vessels and no signals had been -
either seen or heard. Yet, the 165-foot Escanabo

_had blown up and she sank within three minutes,

leaving only small bits of wreckage afloat. She sank
so quickly that there was no time to send out sig-

.nals. Raritas and Storis searched the area and
: picked up two enlisted mren, but the rest of the crew-
- of 103, including the commanding officer, Lieuten-
- ant Commander Carl Uno Petersen, USCG, were

lost. The survivors, Malvin Baldwin, BMa2c,

| USCG, and Raymond F. O’Malley, Slc, USCG,.

had no idea what had caused the explosion. It could
have been 2 mine, torpedo, or internal explosion of
magazine or depth charges. On the basis of slim
evidence, 2 torpedo seems the most probable cause
of the disaster. A o -

scc Pawee 77 (STH)



R e e [

e

b e e b e Wi b s =

- - e g — AR [T
L e

- LONELY, LOVELY SHE SITS, LIKE A SWAN

e e

L

T ey

STILL IN ACTIVE SERVICE—0ne nf America’s most famnus exploration xhips, tke
i, 8, §. Bowdoin.les geacefully off this Arotie copxt—proot that men slill uo dewn
to thr ses in sailing ahipa, She pecfarma areful duiy in Nerthern ~waters for thie
Hydrographic Office of the U. & Navy., Valuahle data lor navigational purmposes s
ubtmined oy 114 many trips. The small vessel wan fornterly owned by Uonidr. Doasld
B. Jedillan, Aretie explorer mow working at the Hydrograpbic nr{ice;
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1946 for her twenty-fourth

Assotinted Press
The schooner Bowdoin leaving Boothbay Harbor, Me., in

exploration frip to Arctic

FALMOUTH, Mass, June
24- (UPI)—The eighty-eight-

foot Arctic schooner Bowdoin
put to sea today for her final
voyage.,

However, the rugged little

veasel headed south, instead
of In her usual northerly
direction.
- For the 84.year-old skip-
per, rear admiral Donald B.
*“Macmillan, it was a proud
' moment, His schooners’ desti-
‘ nation was a final berth at
the Mystic, Conn., museum,
where ships of sailing days
* are preserved for posterity.
She is due there Saturday.

He hag spent thirty-eight
years in command of the
Bowdoin through twenty-six
arctic expeditions that cover-
ed more than 300,000 miles,

“[ hate to give her up,
she's a good ship and solid as
ever,” Admiral Mnaemillan
said, “But she beiongs ta the

Admiral Macmillan is the
only surviving member of the
Admiral Robert E. Peary ex-
pedition to the North Pole in
-1908-08.

He sketched a rough de-
sign for the craft while
marooned in north Greenland

“from 1913 to 1917. The ma-
rine architect for the Bowdoin
was William H. Hand. She
was built by Hodgdon Broth-
ers of KEast Baothbay, Me,
and launched in April, 1921,

The vessel bears the name

of Admiral Macmillan’s col-

lege, which also was the alma
mater of Admiral Peary.

During World War IT both
Admiral Maemillan and his
ship served the Navy. from
which he is now retirved.

The vessel has been used
for scientific and exploratory
work in seven sciences by
professors and students from
twenty-seven colleges and

people.

universities,
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TERCTIC SCHOONER

|Bowdoin, 1921 Two-Masted

‘Ifamed Bowdoin,

{schooner especially designed and

Jthis summer.

the Maine college where Admiral

_iagainst
|starvation.
JiMillan erected the tablet eon

i

[$ RETIRING AT 38

Explorer, Will Be Kept at
Mystic, Connecticut

WASHINGTON — Rear Ad.
miral Donzld B. MacMillan's
perhaps the
only remaining United Statex

built for exploration [n the
Arctic, will szil into retirement

Bowdoin's final berth will be

in Mystic, Conn. There sha will
be fitted out as for a voyage to
the Arctic. Near by will be
other famous ships of the past:
the whaler Charles W. Morgan,
which caught mare whales than
any other similar ship; the
schooner Australia, believed by
some historians to have been
captured from the British in the
attack on Baltimore in 1814; the
training and adventure ship
Joseph Conrad, and the Chinese|
junk Mon Lei, which crossed the
Pacific in 1942 in eighty-six
days, -
At the helm of the veteran
two-master will be Admiral
MacMillan himself. Now .84, he
began his Arctic career a hall
century ago as an aide on Ad-
miral Robert E. Peary’s celes
brated North Pole expedition of
1909, Thereafter he sailed north
again, One voyage lasted from
1913 to 1917, and he did not
ledrn about World War T until
three years after it started,

Bowdoin bears the name of

MacMillan once taught anthro-
pology. She was built in 1520-21
of Maine's native white oalk,
and sheathed against ice with
a five-foot belt of Austral
ironwood. :

Wooden Hull Withstoed Ice

The ship was made of wood
because the rivets of metal
ships in those days easily loos~
ened when bucking ice. A wood-
en hull could spring back into
shape after being compressed.
Bowdoin's verve and durability
in treacherous Arctic seas has
peen the pride of two generations

ine Kew o

oo

Cape Sabine, Ellesmere Islazi
Canada.

In 1925 came another notztls
moment in ker history. Dz :
bert Grosvenor, then pres.d
and editor of the society.
Sir Wilfred Grenfell, a2 fz=
medical missionary, me: v
Admiral Mac)iillan aboard 5=
doin at Battle Harbour,lizm:
dor. She was moving noria ¢
another historiec missic. z-
flagship of the XNational G=:-
graphic-United States Navy e
pedition to Greenland. Duri-.
that voyage Navy fliers suo-
veyed 30,600 square miias <
Arctic ice in fifteen days.

The commander of thas N3+
fliers, Lieutenant Comm -
(later Rear Admira)l) Bisxs:
E. Byrd, returned home ooz
vinced that aviation would oo
quer the Arctic—and Anzares:
Within & few years he 1@
his own prediction by becarzi-:
the first man to fly over bco
North and South Poles.

R

e

3l

of seafarers,

The smailest vessel ever to go
into the far north, Bowdoin
made her first voyage in 1821,

the year she was launched,.

Twe years later she sailedj
north with a National Geograph-
ic Society tablet honoring the
men of Lieutenant (later Gens.
eral) A. W. Greeley's expedition
who died in 1884 in a long battle
cold. darkness and
Coramander Mace
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i MacMillan Brings Schooner Bowdoin To Dock At Mystic

= .

Home F rom

Assecioted Preas Phato

Rear Adm. Donald B. hachIIan and his wife Miriam wave greeting to crowd on shore
as the 83-foot schooner Bowdypin docks at Mystic on her arrival home from the sea forever
Saturday. The Bowdoin, considered the strom gest wooden vessel of her type ever built, wilf

be a permanent exhibit at the PMystic Seaport, a marine museum. -
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The Sea:

Schooner Bowdoin Docks At Mystic
To Noisy Salute At End Of Last Voyage

MYSTIC (AP)}—The famous little Arctic schooner Bowdoin rode a full tide of|

laughter and tears as she-sailed home from the sea forever Saturday. The 88-foot
schooner, built in 1921 and considered the strongest wooden vessel of her type
ever built, became a permanent exhibit at the Mystic Seaport, a marine museum.

The schooner’s old age and the
retirement of her skipper did
what 300,000 miles of cruising,
often ameong iecebergs, neverl
could, Rear Adm. Donald B.|
MacMillan. her 85-year-old skip-

per, fought to keep the tears )

back as he turned over his be-
loved vessel to this museum of
famous ships.

Friday, a S100,0600 yacht, the
Lord Jim of Boston, was lost

' Mystic Seaport.

on a fogsbound reef as she es-

corted Bowdoin to her {inal port.| Arctic, Bowdoin’s last 10 miles
ASatm‘:day, there were no majoriwera due north.

mishaps as 500 craft, from row-
boats to 100-foot yachts, paraded
with Bowdoin on her last 10
miles from Fishers Island to

100 Foghorns

A bagpipe band, fire sirens,
and factory whistles joined with
the blasts of 100 foghorms.as
Bowdoin passed up the Mystic
River to her final berth.

As befits a veteran of the

Through the {final voyage,
Maebffllan's wife Miriam —
“Mrs. Mac” to the crew—waved
from the admiral's side. She
wore bright blue trousers. topped
with a blue vest made by Eslumo
friends in Greenland.

The Second Company, Gover-
nor's Foot . Guard, a colorful
jand historic Connecticut mili-
Itary unit, saluted Bowdoin [rom
'the deck of the Yacht Nor-
‘easter,

-

It was the first time the com-

* €

{Please Turn to Page 3)

The Peary ship Roosevelt is

now a rotting hulk in Panama,”

MacMillan said.

“1 hope Bow-

doin will keep alive for 100 vears

the

oo

memory of her great days in
Taw Knrth 1?* §

pany had been officially at seas
since 1775, Then, Benedict Ar-
nold, their first commander,
sailed with the Guard to Boston

at word that a battle had bemil
fought by the Colonial forces.:
The fight was known later as -
the Battle of Bunker Hill,

Later in the war, A.rno[d'
turned {raitor and burned near-'
by New London.

‘ Buoys In Sight t

Although Bowdoin had her }
sails all rigged, they were never:
hoisted Saturday. There was,
hardly a puff of air. The fogir
that had plagued her eruise -
from Newport, R. L, Friday had;1
lited enough so there was nwr
trouble sighting the buoys m;
the twisting channel.

As Bowdoin neared ’&i}snc
the- railroad bridged closed to:
pass a New York-to-Boston.
train.

“I never had to worry about:
this before,”” MacMillan- said.
“We only had icebergs and
rocks up North.”

A few minutes later. the hizh-
way bridge across the Main
Street of Mystic closed just
.ahead o f the Bowdoin. Jim
Kleinsehmidt, 35, piloting the
boat, ordered full speed astern:_
ag the bridge lowered to the:,
scream of a fire siren, :

A Coast Guard cutter and!
other escorting craft ahead.®
were cut off from the Bowdoin:
by the bridge. It later developed|,
that the bridge tender, hearing|
fire girens, had followed stand-|
ing orders to lower the bridge‘f

The- sirens were meant to be.
a welcome for the Bowdoin. i

Special Pier ¥

The berth prepared for Bow-iy
doin is a special pler near the:
famous whaler, Charles W
Morgan.

Bowdoin ran aground brzeﬁv
before docking, but Captamx‘
Mace, who has grounded his eraft|
on countless uncharted reefs in!,
the North, ordered everyone into|"
the bow to raise the deep sternm.!

The shifting of weight and a.

= @ s

YNy

-lyank by a tug soon pulled the
‘| schooner free. The world-circling |

brigatine Yankee, one of the es-:
cort yachts, was less fortunate in!
docking: She snapped her bowsprit {
on a pier in the crowded harbor. .

Lt. Gov. John Dempsey]
greeted MacMillan, his wife and,
ithe crew, all former Arcu’ci
sailors,

{ Captain Mac, his blue eyes

glistening, told the throng at-

the pier that he felt Bowdoin ,
'was coming home, that it was a L
great honor for her to be berthed*'

at Mystic Seaport, and that now{
former crewmen on the north-|
ern trips of years past could;
“meet again on her deck with:

their children and relive old

times.”

It was Bowdoin day ashore
and afloat. Ships and buildings !
!flew banners of the callege izl
‘Maine for which the shlp 15]’
named, Bowdoin Coliege is Cap-!
tain Mae’s aima maler. l
' MacMillan was an assistant to
Robert E., Peary. also a Bow-
doin man, on the successful
North Pole expedition of 50
years hgo.




. enlisted men in tke crew hesides
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Bowdoin’ at [ystic Seaport,

Once Commanded by Stuart Hotchliss

e ST T

The last schooner of the U.S.:
Navy, the “Bowdoin,” veteran of 2(5{
Arctic tripw. unden the command of.
Admiral Donaid MacMillian, has
fArally reached ifs permanent berth !
of retirement at the Mystic Sea-!
port, Mystie, this stale, where she|
‘has become a part of the maritime!
museum and the attraction of ally
eyes, :
She was part of the U.S. Navy‘?z
during ‘“erld War II, snd fori-
nearly a year was In the command
of then Lieut. Stuart T. Hotchkiss,
U.S, Navy. Mr. Hotehkiss is now of
the Housatonic Public Servics
Company and lives in Newtown.i .
With Mrs. Hotchkiss, he has just
returned from a three-weeks visit
to England where they visited Mrs.
Hotchkiss® relatives. They made
the trip both ways by airplane,

To Greenland i

Mr. Hotchkiss has some inter-i.

esting memories of the “Bowdein™j: =~ %

while it was under his eommand.
He tock charge of the ship in Feb-

B B

- A &

ruary, 1942, and remained in com-
mand until he was relieved in June, |-
1543, He :old The Sentinel:

“I took cver the command of the
ship in Boston. After some time.l-
headed for Greenland, under sail,
arriving there }May 24, 1942, after
a voyage of 20 days. There were 9,

another officer and myself and two
survey officers. Our mission was to
survey some of the fjords. of
Greenland. The first fjord was
Sonderstrom, which is 80 miles
long and {1 the Aretie cirele.

“On several oceasions we had tol]
ride out very heavy seas on our
trip north. The seas would sweep
over the vessel and it would be
necessary to get down ou hands
and knees tg avoid being swent
overboard. The ocean passages be-|!
tween Care Race, Newfoundland,
and Cane Farewell, Greenland,
were especially difficult owing to
high seas and low temperatures.

“It was in September that we
finished this survey and then sail-
€d south to Narsarssuak fjord, 60
miles north of Cape Farewell, the
scuthern point of Greenland.

Enconntered Gales

There we worked for the rest|*
of the time, operating under ad-|
verse weather conditions. In fact,
we encounterrd some very severe
gales during the winter time, onej’
of which attained a velocily of 163
miles an hour. During the week
between  Christmas  and New
Year's the wind never went bzlow
T3 miles an hour.

“On ene oceasion when we aot
bottled up in a smalf habor, we
had to ride out the gale in the
open harbhor and savw a lichiouse
erected by the Coast Guard, swept
away. On oveasions, we did lose!l
egquipment, - .

o

v
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STUART T. HOTCHKISS

for about a month. During

:was in dock for the rest of

" tory trips into the Aretic. Admir

“The very heavw winds duTinz
the winter kept the fjords elear of °
ice so we continued to gper
til April when the fjords
over solid and we were froz

stay in Greenland. we visited mzzow
Eskimo villages and had &m ¢3z-
p?rtunity to knnow the Eskimg pa2-.
ple.
Excellent Craft

“The Bowdoin was an extels
vessel tp sail althougzh somew
underrigged. She wasn't z
vessel, 88 feet but was a s
craft. Sometimes in a good b
we sailed along at len kno's,
encountered all kinds of ica, ¢
fleld ice to large bergs. Wherx
got back to Boston. the zhip
sent to Quincy, dlass.,, Where

war. When the war was oVer.
was repurchased from the Na-7
by Admiral Macllillan who
out again on several more exp.c>

MacMilian was her comme=zz
and it was he who originaliy ~z2
the ship built™

Launched in 1921

The Bowdoin was launchei iz
East Booth Bay, Mass., in
when MacMillan began one ¢f
many Arctie trips. She wzas
slgned by William Hand. ©
her hull was like that of
fishing-type schooners, it was
structed with the thouzh: i =
of being able 10 rise above
ice packs rather than beinz ¢
ed by them, which was the
of many Arctic exploratory
sels,

The Bowdoin is 60 tons gross.
feet long and 21 feet wide,
small she could be jammed @
niche in the rocks when te
piled down on her, She is 2 ©
masted auxiliary schooner, de
planked and double framec
native oak from Maine, and s
ed agcinst ice with a Ave-fon:
1% inches {hick of Aus
greenheart, the toughest
known,

Close to her permanent
at the Mystic Scaport 1s ¢
outstanding wvesset. e Col
winner ip lhe last Intern:
vacht races, a sleck vessel. en
manent loan te the museim »; i@
New York Yacht Club. Cd

WOl
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Not N eglecting

Explorer’s Shi p

MYSTIC (UPI) - An explor-
er's charges that the schoon-
er he sailed into Arctic waters
has heen npeglected at Mystic
Seaport were answered Monday
by the seaport association direc-
tor. -

Walde C, Johnston said main-
tenance and some restora-
tion of the 88foot “Bow-
dein”” had been underway ever
since she was purchased by the
seaport in 1933. “We have daone
work on her over the years but
perhaps not enough because of
the financial difficuities in-
volved,” he said.

Retired Adm, Donald B.
M&cMillan, an explorer who
went to the North Pole with
|Robert E. Peary in 1908, said
two weeks ago that he was
{*shocked” at the condition of
the ship. Mac)illan, 93, and his
.| wife, saw pictures of .the vessel
- ron television at their home in
Provincetown, Mass.

The Bowdoin, specially con-
structed for Arctic exploration
after World War I, was put up
for sale by the admiral in the
middle 1950s. It was purchased
for $20,000 by the Marina His-
torical Association which oper-
|ates the seaport in 1950.
| Johnston said the ship re-

quired restoration immediately
,|when she came to the seaport
*'which houses five other major
*i ships, numerous vessels and a
‘i reconstructed whaling village.

The seaport director said the
amount of money available for
I restoration of all the major
ships was limited to income de-
rived rom tourists and dona-
tions from members of the as-
sociation.

“We have never reccived any
.1 state or {ederal aid but we are

what agencies have funisl
which mignht be given wus,” he
said.

“f course, because of ‘he!
federal budget sifuniinn and
the whole nternationa; ecorom-

Jooking into that to find wt;v’esselisgreat and constant and

get anything right now but we
do hope one of these days to
get state and federal aid.”

Johnston said the seaport as-
sociation applied for a $200,000
state grant this year but “they
weren’t able to give us any-
thing.” Mystic Seaport is rated
as one of Connecticut's top tour-
ist attractions, drawing thou-
sands of visitors to this shore-
line community each year,

Johnston said that members
and friends had contributed in
excess of $70,000 this year for
a restoration program for t{ha
seaport. He added, however,
that more funds are needed and
that a shortage of qualified
shipwrights able to work on
the vessels poses another prob-
lem. ’

Restoration at the seaport is
a year-round process, Johnston
pointed out, but the amount of
work that can be done is
severely limited by the amount
of cash available,

“Very large financial amounts
are involved,” he said. *I think
he (Adm. MacMillan) is aware
of the financial probiem but he
is suffering a normal disap-
pointment that we weren’t able
to restore the Bowdoin faster.”

Johnston said this year's
work on the Arctic schooner
has included a complete, pain-
staking examination by experts,
removal of the masts and en-
gine for restoration and cover-
ing the entire ship for protec-
tion and “drying out.”

“She is damp,” he said, “and
it will take ali winter for her
to dry out. Then it is our hope
to start removing her decks
and begin replacing them.”

. “The work to be done on the

the seaport has done what it
could. However,” Johuaston ad-

ded, “she has deteriorated but
we are making a major eifort
to restore her.”

Adm. MacMillan, son of a

ic problem we are not likely ta

Fund Shertage Delays Restoration

chosen hy Adm. Peary to ac-
company him to the Pole in
1808. He later made numerous
trips to the Arctic in the Bow-
doin in the 19203, The ship her
self sailed into Arctic waters or
20 separate voyages.

Johnston said the seaport was
proud to have the Bowdoir
among its unmatched collectior
of ships. ’

© “All the ships we have dc
have a unique historical inter
est,” he said, *but she is spe
cial in that she represents ex-
traordinary historical feats b3
Amerieans. particularly the ad-
miral and his erew.”

ship captain lost at sea, was

re
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Scurvy

csnlinted frem page 31

beent very bad that spring, and
we were warned that il might
prevent us from reaching the
coasl or- worse. From our
voyoge to Greenland in 1965 we
xnew how nerve-wracking
sailing through jce can be. Our
prospects of being able to reach
Greenland didn‘l improve when
we Jearnt, Bfler arriving in the
Faeroes,. that the Faeroese
fishing fleet was having & poor
season, becpuse of ice and
storms. In West Geeenland, Lhe
port of Faeringhavn veas almosg
continually blocked with ice,
and even i{ the fishermen could
gl out of the harbar, they could
not [sh because of jce floes and
jcebergs on the fishing banks, It
way the worst fce year since [he
Faercese siaried fishing in
those waters [n the 1920's.
Equelly discouraging was the
word we got {rom Lbe Danish
Navy. All their  ({ishing-
prolection vensels were oc-
cupied siding the beset fishing
feets, and Lhey warned us that
If we ran lnto trouble, it was
quile unlikely that they eould
spare men ond ships 1o help us
out. We had neither radar nor
radio transmitier because we
had neither the space por
electric power for such

Still

When Ed Raymond kindly
showed me the article ln U
May iatue of the OCA News at-
tempting to ‘St Faet from
Ficlion” abomt the abandon-
ment of “Integrity,” I decided
that )t was high Ume to elimi-
nate the fctioa and come up
with z Hitle fact. My qualifica-
tions are that 1 woa the master
if command of “Infegrity’ at
the {ime of her abandonment
and ought 1o be In & position to*
know,

I have been x professional
captain 2ad have followed the
sea in sail, the Navy and
Merchant Marine fust aboud all
my adult Iife, l wm X7 years cld
and am a soo-indaw of CCA
member Bruce Morrison, Cur
rengly | am designing and de-
veloping racing catamarans but
would choose *integrity’ for
going lo sen any day in spite of
my experience in ber,

i was retained to make
delivery of “Integrily’” lo the
Wesd Indies by ber new cwners -
the “Integriiv" Chirier Cor-
poration owned by the yacht-
smenn Hoyee Peabody, Frank
Hamiiten, Emery Dearborn and
Loa Bumme). ksuspect thal they
formted the company and

equipmeni. Disappoinied, we
neveriheimaa decided, affer &
Iew days' restat Thorshava, to
pui to sen, get ou the sixiteth
parallel, and shape our course
lor Cape Fareweli, Greentand.
We boped that if we made 2 {aat
paxsage lo {he Cape, we would
have time to magpeuver about
2nd see if wa could get Lhrowgh
the ice,

Once we gol to 3ea agaln, our
hopes were biown {arther away
wilh each westerly gale. From
the Ume we lelt the Faeroes
until we wese oo (he fongitude of
Cape Farewell, we did litile eise
b baille high winds. 5t took us
twenty-six days lo reach Cape
Fareweli and by then it was the
middle of August—much Loo lale
1 be in norihern waters, where
winler comes esrly,

Frusirated, we were [oreed Lo
give upour dresm of Greenland
2nd turned southwest {oward St
Johin's Newfoundtand.

Life zboard a small boat at
sea is unlike anyihiog else oa

earth. The wetfher assumes an .
importance harls difficalt o

understand for those who live in
the manmade world ashare. The
sea is hostile, Never for a
mument can it be fargotien (hat,
if through stupidity or aceident,
the vessel is not properly ten-
ded, the ses is there waiting 1o

xD. .
Pet and [ bave to sand

scquired “Integrity” more (o
preserve 3 wondsrful ship than
for any movetary gafn.
Lika all of us who have known
her they had & strong affection
for her. The crew consisied of
myseld 23 master, Frank

with “Integrity™ under the own-
erzhip of Waldo Howland and is
well known o many CCA
members. We slso had aboard
Mr. and Mrs. Frank ¥esl aa
guests of the owners. Evemn
tually they were to 2ssuomie the
chartering responsibilites of
“Integrity.”

The trip from New England ta
Narfolk was uneventiul ps was
the inside passige from thare to
Moorehead Cily the [avorite
rotte for avelding the hazards of
Cape Hatterns and ihe most
Tavorable point of departure for
A mailing vessel bound for the
lesser Antilles.

We deparied the Moorehesd
City Yacht Basin Navember 2,
1970 at 130 hours, cleared
Beaufort lnlet Sea Douy ai 144
hours and set 3 course of 133
degrees magnetic (The rumb
ltve course Lo SI. Thomas). My
plan wes L crosa the Gulf

CRUISING CLUB NEWS

PAGE TWENTY THREE

From The Commodore

1977 bhus been w busy year Jor
CCA pnd lor me, We started the
year with un excellent crulse in
e ¥iegin Ixlaerln, thanks in the
good work of Forbes Marse. In
May, SIHONA was christered
and joined Lhe spring cruise in
1he (besspenke. The Club's $0th
anpjvereary celebraijon was
hekd on May 9th and the year of
planning by fob ilall and hix
commitize mode it one of the
finest evenings in our hlstory.

June conlinued with the
DuPont Memérial Series. hon-
nring our late great friend Hunk
Dubon{. Then, of course, coe of
the mare memorable Bermuda
Roces wos followed by the race
{o Spaln. Jutie und T had 2 hard
time koeping up with everything
ihere was to do, We rushed back
te California from Bermiuda for
the Sam Franciseo Statien's
summer cruise: then batk
sgain ta Newport for the Club’s
summer cruise. Thanks lo the
airfine "misplacing SIRONA's
tnainsail, we missed the opening
event at Block Istend, but
caught up with the cruise in
{ime to have a magniflcent rafi,
and cocktail party sl Hadley's
Harbor, ably arvaoged by Ev

‘waiches—« bours on and 4 hours.

ofl. Thea there ix ihe sail-

changing, navigalion, ship-
. xing and e

up o do, our scienfific exs
perfments o be carmied o, and
then what time is left over can
be spent in our warm, dry
sleeping bags.

Eoch day we would use our
sun-stope and compare its
bearing with thai given us by
the magnetic compass, The
stohe proved to be & remarkably
aceursie substitute. J believe
that with such 2 sone aloge we
could have made our landfalls
with esough securacy to have
kept out of serfoun trouble.

By Pau] Standley

Suweam on the rumb line then
alier to 143 degrees (o a point
approximutely 125 miles east af
the rumb line.

Hapetully we would then pick
up the Northeast Tradewinds
which wauld allew me lo case
off 1o the Southward oa to S,
Thomas.

At 0500 November 5 sur DR
and Consclan piaced us 40 miles
eastward of the rumb line and
350 mifes from Moorehead City,
The previous midnight had
found. us with foree 4 winds west’
southwest and zess 1S to 20 [eed
also from west southwest,

‘We had aitered course o 135
degrees under foresall and lore-
staysail, By 0100 on the {ifth the
wind and seas were increasing,
We handed the foresail sailing
under forestaysail (120 3q, ft.)
alone. The wind by now In-
creaning {o lorce 5 or 8 with s2as8
wrowing 1o 25 1o 39 feet. The ship
was riding ecasily.

The barometer sl (his time
was slowly dropping. Weather
lorecasts predicied up 1o 4
knota of wind from the wesl, My
calculations indiested that the
center of Lhix low pressure
system_would pass aslern of
“Iniegrity,” beiween our

By James Michael
[3iehinman. Then we had tb leave
the exuise to Iy fo Spain for the
pott Tace srlivilles. llayona snd
the Spanish were outstunding,
as were Stan Jlvingston'a of
forts in arronging u really greal
cruse aloag the coast of Spain
to Cape Finisterre,

We could say only long
conugh (o get o (mste of (his
crise aboard Clayl Ewing's
UYNA, urd 10 enjay a rendee-
vous with the lrish Cruising
Club and the ltoyal Crussing
Club, al which lime our Irish
iriends presenicd the Cruising
Clubr with two beautiful glass
decauniers  approgeiately flled
with frish whiskey. Then we
returnied to California 2nd 1hen
back again to Newport {ar the
New ¥ork Yacht (lub cruise.
Later in the fall, SIRONA
returned Lo Lhe Chesapeake for
the fali series and cruise. She is
currently in Florida gefling
ready lor the SORC. However,
Julie pnd J are planning to get
the 1973 winler crulse in the
Grenadines under way with a
cocktail parly at Marigol Bay,
Jim Harvie has great plam [or
the cruise and T hope many of
you ean muake il.

On¢ thing 1972 has taught me
and that is: 30 transcontinental
flights, fowr round trips lo
Eurupe, 1wp to Bermuda and
culsing and yacing on both
¢o2sls. is not enough in make it
even remotely possible for one
man 1o be oo hand [or more than
a smali part of the widespread
acliviltes that CCA conducts
today. It would take at Jeast 1wo
tommodores o begin (o do Lhe
Jjob—end in a way this Is a Little
sad because we endbyed so
much what we couwld do this
year, wo are certain that what
we missed would have been
equally as much fun.

A few random thoughls for the
{u{ure: Alan Bemis and & special

poaition aod the mainland, By
0500 thal rvening the wind had
hauled (o west northwest and
increased 1o forve § or 7 and the
sexx wore pow riening 10 to 35
leet (rom the northwesi, We
changed course Lo keep the vens
more astern of “Integrity” on &
bearing of IS0 degrees
magnetic,

Between 0509 acd 1900 hours
the wind increased to foree 9 or
10 with seas running 40 to 50
feet. *“Integrity” was siill
running easily with no appre-
hension or fear sboard (or our
safety or wellbeing.

Steering had become more
dilficult and we were at-
1empting to keep the seas asietn
rather (han steering any set
coimpasi course, We were
making gooad approximately
eayl soulheasy.

Having been oa deck for the
pant sixieen hours | weal belaw
af lhix poimt lor some much
needed rest. Half an hour lalcy
we were hit by two rogue waves
estimated by Mark and Frank
ol 60 feet Int helght,

The [ixt crested ovrr (he
3hip’s slerm and s she slid down
ihe tace of It possibly slarting o
hroach, the sotved one hit

commiiies are working o a
very worlhwhile project, ive es-
1ablishrient und operation of &
Crusing  Information  Cenler,
which will be » real step for-
ward in carrying oul the pur
poxes for which our Club was

tormed. We alsc heve es-

lubiiphed our Club archives offl.
ily st Mystie Seaport and this
deserves your :nterest and flo-
ancixl suppur(. Following ihe
Bermuda Ruce, § serd 3 ques-
tignnaire 1o oll participants
asking [or their views 6q var-
ous subjects related io Ihe race.
T've sent Al Stanford a copy of
the tabulated reaults, but T don't
koow whether he will have
space (o publish them. In any
event, {hey 2is0 have been zent
to H{arman Howkins, Chairman
of the 1974 Bermuda Race Com-
mitlee, and will provide soma
féod Tor thought by his <om-
mittes. -

-Finally, a word about a

" probiem that has reached major

importance; namely, the do-
portment of crews ashore before
and zfter ocean raciag eveals.
Serious and unfortunate cle
cumstances occurred with
unseliling [requency In 19z,
notably at the SORC, io Bermu
dx and m Spain. Your cificers
and Board of Governors are w-
equivecally eommilled ts
slampinig ol such conduct, as s
the Narith American Yacht
Racing Union. Both organiza-
tlons currently have special
committees al work 1o devite
procedures to prevent (his Fody
oecwrring again, The results, I

am sure, are golng Lo severely . *

penalize all wha are respem-
sible—crew members and
awners—so be 'forewnrned: The
spost will po longer lelerate the
misdeeds of the few who datrect
{rom its enjoyment by all.

Beast wishes to each of you (or
2 happy 1973 sedson.

On “Integrity”

{roes the slarboard quarter and
xnocked “Integrity™” over oa hee
beam ends pozxibly 126 degress
to port.

Freok and Mark were swem
Irom the cockpil. Frask
grabbed a passing line and
pulied himself back aboard.
Mark was pitched to Jeeward
and through the eight-part maia
sheet and upder water,
As the ship righted with the

inte the cockpit.

During this Xnockdewm
“Integrity” lost her forepeak
hatch and the skylight hatch off
the main cabia. The hatch cover
over the engin® room was
tipped off and threogh thees
openings most of the water we
took on had rusbed in. We I the
cabin had (o swim for it,

The toploading {reezer pnd
cupboard emplied fheir con-
tenis into the cabin and I cut my
bare feel on (he broken glass
The 32 volt balleries capsized
onto the engine and libersied
chiorine gas which made the
csblo wmlennllg after the ship
righied.

contismed un prge M

]




PAGE TWENTY TWO

CRUISING CLUB NEWS

Scurvy, Sun Stones

T wes sitting in the great hail
of the heaytiful clubhouse of the
Explocers Club in New Yok one
winler's evening nol long ago
Matening to a fecture aboul ““The
Explorer and His Food," The
speaker recounted the fate of
many expeditions that latled
becguse pol enough atiention
had been paid to nuiritien in
planging the cxpedilions. My
wife, Petritia, and I bad just
reterned {rom Uhe far North ina
emall boat. The two of us had
sailed our {0-foot yawl to
Greenland, around lesland,

_ihence to northern Scotland,
Puring that.voyage—for which
we had plenty of {ood, or-s0 we
thought— Pat came down with,
of all things, saurvy!

When we were of[ Lhe coist of
Teeland, Pat was {eellng so ume-
comfortable that il seemed
wmwise to delay the last feg of
our Jjurney any longer.. The
nm to Reykjavik was a romp,
The wind beid [air, the compass
behaved [tsell, and we had the
feedinz the gods of the porthern
seay had rewarded us with a
porfect passage, Onee in Reyk:
javik we wested no time in
finding a dentist. His diagnosis:

OETVy.

As | listened 1o the nutsition-
Istxplorer talk I resolved that
1'd never again set sail withoui
plaming as carefully for our
fond ay we did for pur ship. Next |
1o bad luck. poor nulriticn is Lhe
major reason $0 many ex-
peditions have met with disaster
ard expiorers have died.

In Iceland, large doses of
crange juice put my shipmate
and dear wile on her {ect again.
So, alter & [ew days we painted
the bow of o yawl “Delight™
eagiwert for Scolland.

"BUN STONE

Two years later we slaried to
prepare {or the long voyuge
hoine, Our teip weslwurd from
Norway 1o Greenland, Now-
foundland, and Lhen hame o
Malne had a serfous purpase. f(
was officially sanctiverd by the
Expiorers Clutr and we (ew ity
flag. L was Hitled “The Briltom
viking Sun-Stone Fxpedition.™
1ta purpose was spelled nut on
the “lirst-day cover' eprclopes

Asthor tzkes Lie helm ix Viking waters.

7By Wrighl Britton

prepared for us: “FProfessor
Wright asd Patricie Britton
retrace the 4.500-mile Viking
route to the New World, Nor-
way-Gresnwiand-Labrador-
Vinland, in the US. yacht
““Delight,” testing recent

Exc¢erpt. from NUTRITION TODAY

Viking navigators did not have
the magnelic campass. This
being 30, how were they ever
able (o sail back and forth
across the North Atlantic? Mosi
people don't knaw that by 500
AD. the Scandinavians had
established colonies in Icedand

theoriex of Viking a3
using the ancient sun-stope.”
By the time we reached our
heme anchorage of Southport,
Maine, we had'achieved our
goal. though net quite in the way
we had expected. 1cebergs kept
us from reaching Greenland and
Labrador but we did prove that
by using lhe sunstone the
Vikings cotld have crossed the
ccean .without getting lost
though they had no compass,
In “Delight,” 2 wowden yawl
buili in 1357, Pat and 1 have
crutsed Lhe enasts of N 4

and Greenland. They settied
enough people in Greenland
alone {0 warrant sending three
bishops over to the snowy
istand. Tomainiain contact with
their colonies, U Vikings sent
ships back and forth sailing
right along the paralled of sixty
norih latftude that runs from
Bergen In Norway to the
southern Lip of Greeniznd. The
gnawing question that. has

‘mystified historians Is: How did

the “Vikings find thelr way
withaut a 34

land, Labrador and Greenland.
In 1967, we had sailed from the
United States for Ieeland, cir-
cumnavigaied that strange
island of fire and (rosi. and
evenivally laid up the boat in
Scotland. The following swm-
mery were spent cruising the
Scottish isles, circumnavigat-
ing Ircland. Then in 1963, we
sailed il Lhe way up the coast of
Norway—250 miles above the
Areti¢  Circle—before  putling
“Delighl’" to bed 2gain [or that

' “winter in Bergem.

In the spring of 1970 we
decided that it was high time tof

sail home. Most smail boai-

voysgers, in crossing the Nocth
Atlantic, head south acroxs lthe
Hay of Bjscay und then, Llike Col-
wnbug, tum southwest for the
Canaries, and wilh another
right turn they can fly before the
castecly {rade winds lo the
Caribbean. Hawever, Pat and 1
chase to buck ithe westerly
winds of [alitude sixly nacth in
the hope of reaching Ureentand.
CUIORITY

The principal reason for
chansing the narthern rayie lay
i history. and we were curious
aboul if. Anyone ssiling in the
high nocthern [atiluden niust be
impreased by lhe feats of lhe
Vikings who first saiicd these
froaly waters, Whot makes the
voyages of the Vikings even
more Impresdive i 1hat e

Most scholara paxa over this
point lightly. They usuaily write
that the Vikings navigated by
the sun and the siars, as ihz
Polynlynesians-do koday. Stch
comments only show that (oo
few scholars who write about
the sea are sailars, It is true thal
one can easily traverse the
central Pacific without a
compass. being gulded by the
sun and the stars slone. But the
Nerth Allantic is ot the ¢entral
Pacifie. In the Yiking latitudes

_ the sum_rarely femetrates ihe

‘continual vyerzast of the por-
thern sens, What is more. in the
early months of summer there
are twenty-four hours of
daylight in these high latitudes
and 3 guiding star cannot be
found event on 2 cloudless sky.
No, the Vikings certainly didn’t
sail back and [orth.acresy the
North Atlantic by the sun and
{he stars. They must have had
anolher methnd of {inding their
way aToss the ocean. But what
was {7 wel, we thought we
knew their secrel and we sl
about proving it, and ir the end
we did just thal, The Vikings
wrod @ paticr rare slone thal
polarizes sumlight, a stone that
can be found oa the beaches of
Scandinavial

in years of voyaging in nor-
thern waters, {*at und I worz
actdom sble (0 use our sexiant.
We navigated just with our

compaes and Jog, We did nel
have iny trouble, but we had a
compass snd the Vikings had
none. 50 we, like hundreds of
historians and scienfials, spen{
many interesting but (ruitless
bourz irying o finre out how
the Vikings rould stay on course
withawl one. Fortumately, we
chanced oo an artlcie by
Thork(]d Hamskou, a Danish
atchectogist. De. Ramskou, who
had zpent years sudying lhe
Vikings, had alsg been bathered
by the quesiion haw (hese Iy
trepid  Nordle navigatars
Iotnd thetr way across ihe soas
wilh such regularity that they
could supply and control
colonies. He had been intrigued
especlally by reference ln 2
number of the [celandic sagas to
a navigationa] device the
Vikings called 3 “solstein” o
ma-stone. Lost in 2 snowsiorm,
ont 3aga recounts, King Olal
turned 1o his navigalor and
#sked where the sun wes, ‘The
oavigator brought out his
*“rolstein,” rotatled i, and then
pointed In the direction of the
Rm...ihe sun he could pot see,
and Grey pailed on confidently.

Dr. Ramskou wrote Lhat if we
caly knew what a sun-ttone was,
we would know the secret of
Viking navigallon. By an &xtra-
ordinary stroke of luck, the
rribcle was read by 2 precocious
eleven-year-oid lad who wat the
o of Jorgen Jemsen, chief
navigator of Scerdinzyian
Adriines. Young Jensen, 30 we

learned, asked his {ather if the

stone the YVikings cafled a
‘'solstein” might not e stmilar
in funclion io the device that
SAS pliots use on flights over the
Pole, where the magnetic
compass losed ity usefuiness,
The device is the sun compast
developed by Professor PYund of
Johns Hopkins Universily
during World War II for artic air
navigation, Breilly staled, the
SUn compasas operates oo the
principle that ihe bearing af the
um is determined by (Inding the
paneof polarization of the mm's
Tays as they pass lhrough the
almaosphere of the earth. In a
modemn sun compass, & polaroid
sheet deteets the polarizalion,
30 that the pasilion of the =m
¢an be determined exacily,
clowds or no clouds. Once you

fnow where the sun i, .t ls'a -
{airly simpie matier W

caleulate the lallude of -your
pozition. Hence if you knpw that
Bergen, Norway, i ¢n the same
fatitide (stm's angle) a5 Cape
Farewell, the southern tip of
Greenland, you can sail merrily
serass the ocean and back
without getling last.

Capinin Jensen told Dr,
Ramskou about the question his
son had asked and described the
sun compass i him. Dr.
Ramskou immedjsiefy got In
touch with Lhe Raya} Jeweller of
Denmark o find odt if thee
were any naturual minerals in
Scandinavia that could detect
polanzation. The reply was en-
enuraging: there were indeed a
pumber of such siones, ine
cluding cordicrite, inlile and
andalusite. They are senewhat
searce but epn be found on the
beoehes of Norway and Tecland,

Armed with 1 prece of ene-
dierite, Dr. ilamukoy flew (rom
Capenhagen tn Greenland ond
bark with Caplain Jenserr, and
wan averjoyed o find that the
smestnae wurked. It gave an
azimuth af the win which was
axtonishingly necurate even
whert the sky waa nvercnsd.

ttearing of Dr. Honskou's

JANUARY, 1973
theory, Pat and 1 decided that
we would obtain & mun-sfone—
andafusite in our case--and
retrace the Viking route to the
Rew World and learn f the sun-
stone worked in the wel, grey
world on the turbulermt surface
of the North Attantic,

We ogreed (o make some ob-
servationsd oo nutrition for NU-
THITION
“Delight” haa na cefrigeration
and it 1y usetess fo curTy jce and
this lose Kocage space on a long
voyage, we hive o rely on
canned and reeze-dried foods,
Qur enthusiasm for doing the
putriticn study was beightened
by our desire ‘o avoid a
repetition of Pal's experisnce on
our voyage arcumd Iceland,
when she deveioped scurvy.

Dr. Enloe. the edilor of NU-
TRITION TODAY, and Dr.
Krehl, s member of §is Edilorial
Advisary” Board, spent many
bhours logether with Pat and nte
tritionists of the Campbeli Soup
Company preparing our menus.

ICE

1 was early July, several
weeks behind schedule, when
we sailed ot of Bergea harbor
headed for Greenlapd, riding
the Vikings' trail of 60 degrees
north straight for Greenland,

Once clesr of Norway's
island-Iringed coaatline,

“Dedight” made good time. 1n _

he [Trs¢ 2¢-hour pexiod we saifed
150 miles, nearly halfway to the
Faerne Islands. Then our {alr
weather left 03 and we began 1o
experimce the first of the
westerly gales Miat were to
make our crossing a rugged,
uphill prdeal,

1t took us one day o sail the
first half of the way (o the
Faerves and ning dayy to sail
the second hall...aine days
which were to set the patiern {or
the remainder of the summer.
Before and after we reached the
biack, fog-enshrouded clilfs of.
the Facroes, ons atmospheric
depression after anolher ‘swept
over us, bringing gale-force

winsds and high seas. We would |
sail “Delight' against them ° -
until the wind would reach forty .
1o ity knots. Then Lhe height of

the seas would hulf cur progress
westward. Reluclanily, .we
would heavedo. Cold, wei and-

weary, we would Iry Lo get some -

Test - while, discouragingly;.
“Delight” drifted back inwards
Norway, This went bn {for overa
month. The wind would abate.
We'd boist sail again ard fght
on, Every mite westward, and
there were pore thanr three
thousand of {hem, became
precious, for tach oae was hards
eamed,

In the hallight of an arctic

mid-night, we =xailed inte _

Thorshavn, eapilat of the
Faeroe Islands. Although Lhlx is
pominally a2 part of Denmark,
the 30,000 fiercely independent

_isfanders have their owit

Janguage and flag. Descert-
danis af the Vikings, they foliow-
their ancestars” ways and sail io
the far veaches of the Narth
Atlantic in search of tre Isiand’s
only tesnttree, [ish.” The
Facroesa vessels can be found
in the fmren sras anrth of
Husra, an Newfoundiand's
Grapd Donkk, and jn  [avis
Steait  off the coast of
Greenland.

We were eapecially Interested
in the fartuncy of (he Facrocse
feet off Greenland, for we
hoped o xail there, Dofore we
lelt Norway, we had icurmed
that the fee off Greenjand had

eoniiseed va paxe 11
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18223 84 pl w
. - Edmnnas,Wash. 98020
19 Oct 1974

Capt. Wm. Mills

Marine Office Appleton Cox
100 Fine Stx.

San Francisco, Caiif. 94111

Dear Bill:

Villiers' address is: Capt. A. J. Viliilers
l a Lucerne Rd
Oxford, England
0X2, 7Q8B .
Hdd a card yesterday from Jan Pearce, the carpenter on the GOLDEN
HINDE, and Capt. Raynaud received ocne too, both mailed from Fortugal.
Between the two cards, Jan reported the problem of stability was no
longer a worrisome thing, ana the ship had an excel.ent passage of
7 days from Falmouth to Lisbon, and she did well., They were leaving
soon for Barbadoes. So it appears things are going OK for the time
being. I guess the venture appears rosy or Bloomy, depending upon
the point of view.

Capt. John Backland, the son of the old original owner of the
C. S. HOLMES, died a number of y ars a go, probably within the past
gix or eight. I think'I was either in Honoluli or Mil. Valley when
I read the news. Back in World War I years pld Capt. Backland owred
the schooner TRANSIT, but when she was lost sometime around. World War
I, the Backlands bought the C. S. HOLMES as a . repiacement. But for
a few voyages, they sailéd down to Australia and  the So. Pacific.
Then in t e 1920's and 1930's they went to the Arctic and Bering
Sea 25 a trading vessel. This went on until azbout.1940-41, when the
Ermy took the ship anhd Backland went into the-Navy, probably where
Stu Hotchkiss got acquainted with him. In more recent years Capt.
John Backland, the son of the father, was captain of some Aiaskan
fishing vessels, but as I say, he died:. -The 6ld Man died somzstime

in the 1930's or perhaps earlier. '

Matisson is presently on a short trip with Nerthland Marine Corp
(tug ana barge company) to Juneau or Ketchikan, and is due home in a
few days. He was gone for about 7 weeks, home overnight and left azgain
on Thursday. I missed his two phone cal.s. Ha says ne has an applic-
aation blank for me (and probably for you too) for the Cage Hozners'
Internationale., I reckon I'll be taiking to him in a few days.

I'm half-way thinking of another business-interviewing trip to
SF in the winter¥ when +things slack up-around here, Kortum has a
long 1ist of old seafaring men we should be int:rviewing, and I have
an egually long list up here. ~

!
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Club has

The Cruising
suffered a tragic loss in the
untimely death of Pie Truesdale
on 7 April at the age of 61. His
warm, outgoing personality and
his devotion to the ideals for
which the Cruising Club stands

have endeared him to the many .

members why were priviteged
to know him.

A MEMDBIER OF THE Basten

- Station singe-194Y Pie served an

the cominittee of and parti-

cxpatc:d in thc CCA burmr'er

cruises for
accompanied by his charming
wife Anne and other members of
his family in their Bermuda 40
yawl “Sintram.” His son Bobby
became a member of the
Cruising Club in 1974, having
been brought up in the proper
tradition.

Pie grew up with boats and in
his early years sailed his
family’s 10 meter out of
Westport, Mass. Shortly before
our entry in the war his sense of
adventure and love of the sea
led him to sign aboard the
Swedish 4-masted bargque
‘*Abraham Rydberg' on a
voyage from Boston to Brazil
and back.

Shortly after his return Pie
enlisted in the Navy and soon
afterward our long and lasting
friendship commienced.

In February of 1942 I was
given command of the 87
schooner “Bowdoin,” formerly
owned by Admiral Donald B.
MacMillan of arctic exploration
fame. Qur duties were to sail
her from Buslon lo Greenland
where we were to survey
designated f{jords on the West
Coast, Pie, as BM2e,

‘many years’

' ’ ert Truesdal eg 016-1 @7 8

materialized as an aunswer to
my prayers to servein our crew.
As the only true sailor amongst
our crew, his ability, his en-
thusiasm, his infectious humor
and his unfailing support won.
my everlasting friendship and
admiration. During long winter
days when we were frozen in I
taught him navigation and re-
commended him for an Ensign
commission, which came
through in due course. Later, at-
Lingayen and Leyte when our*
ships oceasicnally met, we were’
io share a bottie of whiskey or.
two while making plans for after
the war.

More receptly in the 1958
Bermuda Race our roles were
reversed and | had the pleasure
of sailing in **Sintram"” with Pie
as skipper. That was the year
the whale knocked off our-
centerboard! -

Those of us who knew the sun— ‘
shine and warmth of his truly °
great personality can consider |
ourselves blessed and we will]
eontinue to miss him not only :
now but for always. In lis .
passing the CCA has lost a
devoted member who embodicd
all the virtues {or which the Club
stands,

Stuart’!‘ }’ntch!:-qq



" The Four Cga;p}é}'ﬁs Recalléd

" More than three decades ago the
men who came Lo be identified as The
Four Chaplains performed the heroic
act of dymg so that others may live.
Many today probably never even heard
the story of The Four Chaplains: for

many others, the reference evokes a

faint recollection of four clergymen
going down to their deaths, arm in arm,
in a sinking ship. But there are those
who remember the anniversary faithful-
ly every year — the veterans’ groups
and particularly the American Legion.”
During the month, Legion posis in
the area have been holding ebservances

in memory of the four U.S. Army chap-

lains, First Lts. Clark V. Poling (Re-

formed Church of America), Alexander -

B. Goude {Jewisi), Jonn F. Washington
(Catholic) and George L. Fox
(Methodist), whose heroism during
World War I was a source of inspiration

and renewed will to an America fighting

ihe tyranny of Nazism and Fascism.
Tomorrow night, for instance, a
memorial service is scheduled at the
Murray-Reynolds Post 76 in North
~ Haven. Previously, an observance was
held by Milford Post 34 and others,
¢ The four clergymen were aboard the
:troopship, Dorchester, carrying 900

New Heavew EeaisTar 19 Fer, 19757

O Tk Y I R

men, when the ship was hit by a German
torpeds the early momming of Feb. 3,
1943. In the ensuing panic aboard the
sinking ship, the chaplains coolly went
about passing out to the soldiers life -
jackets that were stored in containers,
When the latter became empty, the four
chaplains removed the ones they were .
wearing and handed them out to four
young Gls. The last that was seen of the

chaplains, they were standing on deck,

arms linked, looking up heavenward in

prayer... .
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"TUE TEMOERATS GONT HAVE AN ENERGY PLAN,
BT iF We 01D, IT WOULD EE BETTER THAN
) FORUS ENERGY FLAN.®
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COPEHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — The
Danish Parliament voled Friday to give
Greenlanders rule of the world's largest
island, the 840,000-square-mile ice-en-
crusted land they call home.

The members of the Danish parlia-
ment, which governed Greenland for
more than 250 years, rose o their feet
with good luck cheers after the historic
yote.

Greenlanders will vote in early Janu-
ary to give their expected approval to
the home rule proposition approved by
the Parliament. The 48,000 islanders, pri-
marily of Eskimo heritage, will elect
their first parliament in April ard will
receive home rule rights May 1.

The decision came as Greenland's in-
habitants are celebrating the 250th
anniversary of the founding of the capital
Godthaab by Danish evangetist Hans
Egede.

Carrying the bible rather. than the
sword, Egede succeded where Norsemen
before him had failed in penetrating the
Arctic laud’s rocky coast. His followers
settled in Greenland as early ag the 11th

grim years of battling with the climate
and hostile natives, )

Greenland remained a Darish coleny
until 1853 when a constitutiopal amend-
ment made it an integral part of the
Kingdom of Denmark.

time when hopes once ran high for an oil
boom in the Davis Strait off west Green-
land.

But last summer international compa-
nles gave up their test drillings and the
hoped-for boom failed to materialize,
cutting short dreams that Greenland
might become economically independent.

Home rule doesn’t mean a2 complete
break with Denmark, since the Danes
will have to subsidize Greenland to the

Dameh Parfiament OKs
Greenland S independence

century, and his colony lived through 500°

Preparation for home rule began at 2
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tune of about $200 million anpually.
Under home rule, however, Greenlanders

will have a greater voice in deciding how .

the money should be spent.

Since 1853 Denmark has Invested -

heavily in Greenland, helping to eradl-
cate Greenland's scourge, tuberculosis,
and plunging the islanders into a swirl of
technological development that has all
but ended the old Eskimo-hunter culture.

Modern ways have also brought such
modern plagues such as aicoholism,
large-scale urban wnemployment and
psychological problems to towns where
high-rise apartment buoildings have re-
placed stone-and-tutf huts.

The home rule packaged of biils givwn

Greenlanders a chance to make their
own choices on taxes, education, social
security and labor-market relations hy
1981. Questions of business and trade,
including the right to form state-run
companies, will be handed over in 1984. .

But heusing, health, communications
and other services will be turned over {0
the Greenlanders at a later date not yet
fixed, and defense and foreign relations
will remain & Danish government respon-
sibility.

Among the first decisions before the
Greenland parliament will be the island’s
relations' with the European Common
Market. ’

Moved by their desire to keep their

fishing waters to themselves, Greeniand-
ers turned out massively to vote against
Common Market membership in a 1572,
but was forced to foliow suit with the

rest of Denmark, which approved ties ’

with the economic group.

The home rule act does not specifical-

ly give Greenlanders the right to opt out
of the Common Market.. but the Danish
government declared that nothing would
prevent them from seeking a change.
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(Editor’s note: The following is an
excerpt from “The People’s Almanac No.™~
2' by David Wallechinsky acd Irving

~ Wallace)

Responding to a newspaper ad, 26-
year-old New York-born Dr. Frederick
Cook applied for a positior as surgeon on
an Aretic expedition in 1891. The expedi-
tion’s leader, U.S. Navy Lt. Robert

~ Peary, hired him, and the two men be-

came friends during the next two years
on the Greenland glaciers. Peary praised

~ Cook for his skills both as a dector and

as an explorer.
Telling the press he was going on a
hunting expedition, Cook sailed to Ap-

. mpoatok in porthern Greenland in August

1807. On Feh, 19, 1908, he crossed over
the ice to Ellesmere Island and traveled
oz to Axel Heiberg Island with 11 sleds.
From this point on, the last uncontested
fact Is that Cook apd two Eskimos set
cut northward onto the polar ice cap,

On April 21, Cook calculated by
means of a sextant that he was but a [ew
miles from the North Pole. He arrived at
the Pole that day. After two days at the
Pole, Cook headed south. He reached
North Devon Island and spent the winter
there, The next spring, he returned to his
Greenland base after a l4-month ab-
gence.

Robert Peary was a self-centered,
domineering man with ome ambition —

‘ to be the first human at the North Pole.

Born' in Penosylvania in 1856, Peary
joined the U.5. Navy at the age of 30 and
went to the Arctic on a leave of absence
in 1891. In 1692, he crossed Greenland
and proved for the first tu:ne that it was
an Island.

Believing that he wonld be as famous
as Christopher Columbus if he diseovered
the Pole, Peary devoted his life and eight
toes lost to frostbite warking toward this
goal. Despite the fact that Peary brought

.his wife to Greenland to-live, he enjoyed

geveral Eskimo “wives” whe bore him
children. Cook also engaged in the Eski-
me custom of wife-sharing,

After numerous exploratory expedi-

as Peary

EILOHE

DAVID WALLECHINSHY IRVIES mum::

tions, Peary iried to attain the North .

II:itzjxl: in 1906, but bad weather stopped
Two years later, be established his
base camp at Cape Columbia on Elles-
mere Island. With 23 men, Peary set out

for the Pole on Feb. 22, 1909. As supplies -

were used up, one sled after another was
sent back to the base. By April 1, with
100 miles to go, Peary, Matt Henson — a
black who was Peary’s constant compan-
jon —~ and fomr Eskimos were left to
finish the journey.

On April §, Peary calculated his posi-
tion as only 3 -miles from the Pole
Ekhamtedastheywere heandhxsfxve
companions pushed on,

After ome night at the Pole, Peary
sped back to his camp, anxious to let the
world koow of his victory. '

After studying Cook's journal, Roald
Amundsen, the Norwegian Arctic explor-
er and discoverer of the South Pole, was
convinced that Cook bad discovered the
Pole nearly a year before Peary. -

Having given Peary extensive favora-
ble coverage for 20 years, the partisan
presg attacked Cook, while uncritically
heralding Peary as the hero of the Pole.
Meanwhile, the Natiopal Geographic
Society, the US. Navy and the US. gov-
ernment - all biased inasmuch as they
had all spent fortunes financing Peary’s
expediticns — dismissed Cook as a Lar
without having any real evidence against
him.

Did Peary even discover the Pole?
His only witnesses were Henson, his loyal
cororade, and four Eskimos, who were
never interviewed.

Peary recorded mileage based on dog-
gled speeds twice as fast as proven possi-
ble. II correct, some of Peary’s
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calculations indicate that he was far oﬂ
" course and may have missed the Pole’

~ completely. Landmarks Peary described:

later proved nonexistent and most of his:
charts were discarded by the Navy in:
1926 because they were totaky maccu-
rate,

P&ryclmmedthathehadtalkedtn
Cook’s two Eskimo companions apd thad
both of them swore that Cook had jour-
neyed a short distance north, then swerv-
ed west and south, In 1918, Dapald Mac-
Millan reported that he, too, had been
told by the two Eskimos that Cook had
tot come within 500 miles of the Pole;:
however, MacMillan had been a member
of the Peary expedition.

In his report to the University 0£
Copenhagen — the authority on the Arc-)
He - Cook included no scientific o
astronamical abservations. The universis
ty therefore concluded that he had noy
proof that he had discovered the Poles
And when he did release some of his.
data, it contradicted known scientifie.
facts copcerning Arctic astronomy, . .

Later, when other Arctic explorers
fried to retrace Cook’s path, they found-
none of the landmarks described in h:s.
journal and bock. .

Some historians propose tbat anot.ber-
American, Richard Byrd, discovered the-
North Pole. In 1926, Byrd flew his Ger-
man Fokker over the North Pole. Using-
instruments not yet ipvented in Cook's
and Peary’s time, Byrd claimed that he-
had reached the North Pole, although
anti-Byrd literature has disputed bis
claim. ot
The Russian, Otto Schmidt, may have.
been the first to set foot at the Pole in
1936, after having set up a scieptific
observation station,

However, a four-man snowmohde ex-,
pedition led by American Ralph Plaisted
achieved the first uncontested surface
attainment of the North Pole on April 18
1968.

+ Copyright (c) 1978 by David Wzllev
chinsky and Irving Wallace

<+ From THE PEQPLES ALMANAC.
{tm) NO. 2 2
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The Bowdoin in earlier days. GLOBE FILE PHOTD -
Schooner fare (7 [~i/30 235‘;":«“
TELE BritAt

THE ASH POINT home of Dr. and Mrs. William A,
McLellan at Owl’s Head was the setfinglast Sunday

for brunch-to introduce guests to Schooner Bowdoin
- Inter-Island Expeditions, a non-profit group wi

owns the Bowdoin, now waiting for restoration at-
Bath's Maine Maritime Museum. Social events are. .

being held all alcng the coast in support of a fund-
raising campaign for the restoration. Henry
of Rockport, a member of. the Maine committee,

. spoke about his boyhood days when “"Mac™ — Adm.

Donaid B. MacMillan — was a close friend. -

A slide presentation followed, narrated by another
MacMillan friend, Lowell Thomas. Thomas, & long-
time friend of Miriam MacMillan of Owl's Head and
her late husband, is. hongrary chmrma.n of the cam~

paign

Enyoymg this Christmas party were Dr. and Mrs,,
Richmond Smith, Mrs, P. Exton Guckes, Mary Hous-~-
ton, James and Margaret Rockerfelier, James and
Ann Miller, all of Camden; Frank and Jill O'Hara of
Rockland, James and Nancy Smyrl of Glen Cove and
Dr. Barbara Stimson of Owl's Head.
- SBIIE was represented by Dr. Edward K. Marse of
Owl’s Head, president, and his wife, Helga; Jean and
Henry Scheel and Virginia Sides of Rockport, its ex-
ecutive director. Seafood newburg was the appropri-
ate entree for this brunch topped off with a lemon
frommage made by Helga Morse.

-
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A special ship is being restored in Maine

By Maurcen Connolly
Spectal to The Giobe

BATH, Maine — Just a shorl dis-

tance from the Bath Iran Works,:

where huge Navy destroyers are built
for batlle, the small, wooden ship
Bowdoin, which survived many bat-
tles against the tee of the Arclic, is
stripped down and awaiting an over-
hanl.

The Bowdoin, budll for the late Ad-
miral Donald MacMillan, {s being re-
stored by the Perey & Small Shipyard
along thie Kennebee River. The project

]

‘which ‘s part of the Maine ‘Maritime

Muscuny of BDath. For MacMillau's
widow, Mirlam, the restoration will
bring a pirt of her family back to life.

Thie 88 year-did schooner [s Amerf-

ca's only remaining vessel bullt for
Arctic explo ation and belleved to be
the only sucly Arelie schooner slill on
the scas. The siip has 26 voyages and

© 300,000 miles in lier log.

Now owned by {he nonprofit Bow-

doin Inter-Island Expeditions, the-

Bowdoin §s listed on tie Natlional His-
toric Reglster. The cost for the restora-

grant has been made to the project by
the Natlonal Trust for Historlc Preser-
vatfon. The resl must be ralsed
thraugh private donations,

Oversecing the work s one of
Maine's hest known shipyards, Goudy
& Stevens of Easl Boothbay. The res-
toralion s a learning experience for
the apprentices at the Percy & Small
vard, and Museum offlclals say Lhe
project fulfills a long-time dream (hat
it ‘will become a working shipyard
again,

MacMlilan had been assistant lo

ey NI P

Pole explorer., From 1813 to 1817, .
MacMillan was doing research in
Greenland and was stranded there !
and no ship could reach him. fle used ;
that time for exploration, but also for ,
the planning of his own ship, which
wouli be able to withstand the Arclic
ice. :
When he returned to Amcrica.l
MacMillan asked the Hodgdon Broth-}
ers yard in East Boothbay 1o build luds
dream ship. He had deslgned a vessel
with a V-shaped hull which could
lunge atop the iee floes and would not

‘Lady Mac' recalls the ship’s adventures

is 3 labor of love for the shipyard,

Continued from preceding page

be easily crushed by Uhe heavy ice. '
The ship, completed {n 1921, was {ranicd with na-
tive whlie oak, double timbered and planked and

* trunncled with locust. She carried 21 tons of cement

and tron ballast and was rigged with 2900 square
fecl of canvas. .

‘MacMillan chose the name Bowdoln, after Bow-

. dain Collegie of Brunswick, his and Peary’s alma

e

mater.

On the Bowdoin's {irst voyage, MacMillan went
to Baflin Istand where the ship was frozen in and
packed with fee. He left the ship and went out and
explored by dogteam, Mrs. MacMiltan sald. The next
year, the Bowdoln sailed Lo Refuge Harbor {n north-

tion s sct al $385,000, and a $95,000

ern Greenland, and was frezen in again while Mac-
Millan ventured 700 miles by dogsled. “'Tie had quite
a time getting her out afterwards,” Mrs. MacMiltan
sald. '

MacMillan brought back information on pre-
viously uncharlered arcas which helped later ships
navigate {he Arctie, During World War Ii, the Bow-
doin was a pitof ship for allied vessels off Greenland.

Mrs. MacMillan, now 785 and known as Lady
Mac, itves In Owls Head nicar Rockland. She went
on nine expeditions with her husband, and her first
{rip was In 1937,

“We had some close calls. But 1loved |t, and we
both loved that boat. Our last trip together was In
.1954. Of eourse, I'm just thrilled about this. The
Bowdoln s a real part of the MacMillan family.”

Adm. Robert E. Peary, famed North

_Conlinued on,next page

MacMillan died In 1970 and then the Bowdoin
went {o Mystle Scaport and stayed there for seven
years., She was was then turned over the Inter-ls
lands Expeditions and was used as a lraining ship
for marine biologists, geologists and botanisls along
the Maine coast. She has continued (o sall but has
necded extensive repalra.

The Bowdain supporiers have enlisted the help
of LowcH Thomas. The famed journalist and com-
mentalor salled with MacMillan to the Arctic and
has narrated a slide presentatlon used at fund rale-
Ing events. Thomas: Melville B. Grosvenor, chalr-
man of the board of the Natlonal Geographic Soct-
ely, and Mrs. MacMillan, are cochalrmen of the

fund ralging campaign, Lo

ol







A TALE 0OF SHIFWRECEK
By
Stuart T. Hotchkiss ;

Almost everyone is-faécinated by a shipwreck. Some
people like accidents for their own sake and to them a ship-
wreck represents. an accident on a grand séaleQ Others find
an undeniable element of romance about a shipwreck. It
awakens memorles of stories of unendurable hardships and
herolc rescues which have come down to us through the ages.
But most of us who go down to thé sea in ships have yet
another reaction. We think "There, but for the Grace of God,
go I." We have from time to time faced possible disaéter
and emerged Qnscathed. Ve want to know what circumstance,
what error in Jjudgment, what flaw in seamanship, produced
disaster for a fellow seafarer. HMany queétions come to mind.
I remember one case in particular.

Hot long ag® after the Japanese,atpack on Pearl Harbor
I received orders from the Navy to take command of an 87 foot
auxilliary schooner which was fitting out in Boston. I
suppose that I was selected for the job because of my preﬁious
* sall experlence. At any rate I was delighted with my‘assign— '
‘ment,

When I arrived aboard I was not disappointed. The
vessel was designed along the llnes of & commercial fishing

schooner of some twenty years previous. She was ruggedly



built, and there was nothing about her which a competent

- shipyard stimulated by Uncle Sam's currency could not set

right. She was somewhat short-rigged, but this might prové
a blepsing under arctic conditions with an inexperienced
crewv, .

Nor was I disappointed with our mission.

Our orders were to proceed to a certain fJord on the
West Coast of Greenland, and, upon arrival, to carfy out a
hydrographic survey of its entire length. The purpose of
the survey was to provide accurate charts for the safe navi-
gation of transports and cargo vessels serving the important
Army base located at the head of the fjord. |

' My interest and enthusiasm were immediately aroused,

I lost no time in breaking out all the pertinent charts from
the ships portfolio and set about obtaining all'available'
information on the area. There wasn't too much.

The main point which was impressed upon me,; however,
was that our mission was urgent. A motor vessel’had struck
a submerged ledge at about the mid point of the fjord the

previous December, had frozen in, and according to all re-

‘ports was still there. It was important for us to be on

hand to commence our survey Just as soon as the ice should
break up., Strandings of this sort were very detrimental to
the war effort and everything should be done to prevent any

ddditional ones in-the future,
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- I shall not go into the detalls of our sail to Creen-
land, although: 1t was one of the best salls I have ever had.

Ve salled from Boston con the-fourth of May, and arrived in

'Southern Greenland- some three weeks later, having made

several intermediate ports of call enroute.to report in person
to our type and task force commanders. '

Qur introduction to Greenland waters consisted of a.
snow laden gale accompanied by breaking arctic seas which
swept the schooner making life precarious for the watch on
deck a8 the vessel labored under trysaii, foresalil and stay-
sail. When the gale left us we fell in with coastal ice
through which we threaded our way northward along the coast.

The West Coast of Greenland;presents & bleak and
barren aspect of irregular saw-toothed mountains of rock;
with many small islands and outlying reefs. The navigator
will find few well-defined landmarks and no aids to navimv
gation such a8 lighthouses and bouys."The charts of the
area are based on surveys made a hundred or so years ago.
For the uninitiated upon the coast a landfall can represent
an adventure into the unknown beset on a2ll sidea with cold
hungry seas breaking on submerged reefs or grey rocks,

One fine morning we arrived at the fJjord which was
our destination. The month of June had Jusé commenced, and
only a few days before the ebbing current which flows out-'
ward at about five knots had carried with it the last of the



winter's ice. The atage was set, our task of surveying was
about to coummence, |

The fJjord was long and narrow for perhaps half of
its elghty-five nile 1ength? Rock mountains of some 1200
feet rose steeply, taocugh not precipitously, from its shores
in th$ lower part. Some of these mountains were obliquely
atriped with bands of black basalt which helped to accentuate
the grotesqueness of thelr appearance. One had a hole
pilercing its very top. This was known as "Puto” by the
eskimos, |

At two points along the southern shore gaps between
the mountains éermitted the long white tongues of glaciers
‘to lick down from the great ice cap to the shore. These
glaciers were receding and hence terminated in moraines of
sand which had been pushed down to the fjord centures ago.
It was one of thede moraines which furnished the site for
the base line of our survey.

_ The wrecked motor ship, the inmediate incitement_for

the survey, lay behind a point about a mile further upstream,

I shall never forget that evening when we saw her
first. As our diesel auxiliary pushed us up the {Jjord and
around the point there came in view, a modern vessel of
about 7000 tons apparently headed down stream. She was
correctly trimmed and on an even kee;. The water at her

slde touched her Plimsoll marks at Winter North Atlantic.,



The boats were swung in on their davits. Everything about
her locked shipshape and ready for sea. But all was in
suspended animation. As we approached she reminded .us of
a nautical sleeping beauty awaiting-the magle kiss of her
ﬁfince charming {o bring:hervto 1ife, thile closing her
we took soundings. She was apparently resting on a flat
ledze. There was ample water for our little vessel, and
goon we were tied up alongside. - ;;Lff N

¥We had a ghostly sensation going ovefhfha .ship;
Everything had been left intact and in good order by the
c¢revw when they had taken their unhurried departure six
months before, The bridge, officer rooms; passenger state-
rooms, dining saloon, lounge - all were in perfeet condition.
and beautifully appointed and furnished. We had the feeling
that the ship at any moment would suddenly spring to 1ife
and we would be caughf trespassing like naughty‘boys. Each
door we opened we carefully closed after us, Subconsciously
we talked in hushed voilces. It was with a great feeling of
rellief that ve 25522223 on deck into the sunlight of thé
‘aretice night.

. As the realization penetrated that we were indeed the
only living souls abeoard our tenslons were released;, and then
cf coursce vie begen {o explore unashamedly.4 In no time &e
discovered that #2 ftween decks was loaded with beer in cans,

Soon we had brought some of the fine upholstered chalrs from

the passenger quartcrs onto the verandah deck, and an extension
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speaker from our own electric phonograph provided the final
fouch, At leloure we reflected that we were enjoying a most
renarkable situation,

Vhen the newness of our experience had worn off I
returned to the. bricd;se and began to ponder on the circumstances
whichi placed the vessel where she was, The ledge on which she
lay was well to the south of the axis of the f£jord; which was
quite wlde and free from obstructions in this viecinity. 1t
seecmed odd that she should have been hugging the left hand
shore in such a manner on her passage to the sea, It seemed
odder still, standing by the wheel in the pilot house, that
the ship's bow was headed inside.of the end of the point of
lahd.

I tried to visuallze conditions on the bridge prior to
the stranding. Had there been heavy snow and zero visibility
the nater in the fJord was not too deep for anchoring., Had
visibility merely been reduced the high steep shorz on the
port hand was ¢lose encugh to provide ﬁﬁple varning of dlg=-
aster to any alert seaman., As I considered these facts-it
flashed across ny nmind that perhaps the cause ¢f this stranding
did not lie solely in honeat errors of Judgement or gseamanship.

There was another puzzling thing. VWhen nmerchant ships
viere operating in the fjords it was gcnefal praciice for them

to have a Coast Guard escort, It geemed irposoalhle that a

~ecutter familiar with local conditiona could have plloted this

ship to her present positlon,



With the seeds of suspicion in my mind I explored
the ship further. She was under Panamanian Reglstry at the

time, but under the newer lettering on her stern it was not

@ifficult to read the aname of-her original home port - a

¢ity in a country which had recehtly been overrun by the
Bazis. One addliticnal fact came to.light. The rudder was
Jammned hard left - in the directlion of the shore.

"I weighed these facts in iy mind and determined that
I should somehow learn the answers to the questlons that
they posed.

For the next few weeks our survey dutlies kept us
busy along the length of the fjord., We set up obse;-
vation stations in accordance with our triangulation plan, -

gnd, working Ifrom our base line we triangulated in both

directions. Aerial photographs were of great help in £illingz
in the convolution of the shore line. Frequently the end of
our work day would £ind us in the vicinity of the wreck,
which provided a good berth and pleasant relaxation. Ve
iooked forward to these interludes to break the monotony of
our job., Ve developed an affection for ocur mid-stream
"nlght club", but we always treated her with respect.

Then one day our happy routine caze to an abrupt end.
From a long distance up the fJord we could see that something
was wrong aboard the wreck. The davi?zwcre swung out and
the life boat falls dangled loosely at the water'zs edge.
Furniture and equipment littered the decks., All was in a

gatate of confuslioli.
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The steep shore of the fjord nearest the wreck pre-
gented an amazing spectacle as we drew closer, Thé water's
edge,was»lined”with life boats, umiaks, and stacks of
material. #&n eaklmo village seemed to have come into belng
almost over night. While wooring in our usual berth we
ptudied the. scene ashore through our binoculars .

There wmust have been thirty or forty eskimes on

the.. 'beach’ and we noted that thelr benavicr was quite

unusual. ZEven as we watched several c¢limked up the steep

slope, fell and rolled to the water's edge., ¥We suddenly
realized that they were all drunk. Never before had they
"had it so good" ! |

When we went ashore the eskimos wWere very cordial,

”Like happy children who have been presented with a toystiore

they wanted to share their'good fortune with us, I felt
nean indeed a3 I drafted a radlec message to the Army base
to send a vessel down the f£jord to retrieve the valuable
loot.

A veek later a salvage ship from the States arrived
on the gscene, In short order thoy had the electric winches
on the wreck discharging the cargb onto lignters alongside.
Their powerful pumps socon had t{he vessel cleared of water.
With teumporary patches in place she left under tow for

BDoaton to be repaired and returned to service. All that

remaincd for us was our memorics and many unangswered questions,
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In the wesks that followed I talked to many people.
Fron severeal I hea:d the pecullar story of the ship's
departure from éhe bare Just prior to the strending., It
seemed that she was to have salled at an early morning hour
under escort of a steaa—propellea.Coast Guard cutter, ‘Two
hours- before the scheduled start she was under'way; heading
doun the fJord at her best speed, Hastily the cutter 11¢

, off her bollers, but before her engines could be warmed up

the motor ship had far outdistanced her. By the time the
cutter caught her she was already {irmly stranded. That
day the crew was taken off, and very shortly afterward, the
flord froze over 80lid, The ¢rev dispersed, Some left the
coast, others took civilian Jobs at the bazes, The first
mate Joined a civillian geean-going tug whieh was under

charter ¢o the army.

Qur gurvey work continued. VWhen our charting of the
shoreline wags conplete we started on the long taék of
running lines of coundings, up and down, up and down,
recording the depths throughout the entire fJjord,

One day late 1n the summer our radlcman brought me
a nessaze uhiéh he had Intercepted. . A vcasﬁl had ran on
an off-lying rock z few miles down the coast and had beéome
a total .loss. Help was being dispatched to her, but her
crev vas in. no danger, She was a tug, touwing a barge loaded

with heavy machinery. IHer crew had safely stepped aboard
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the barge and vere gwalting rescue,
While reading that message I recalled the tug. Ve
had tied"up alongside ner at the f£irst base we had visited

upon our-arrival on the cocast. I remexbered her captain

.welX, amrold mam with many’yearéﬁexperience in ocean towlng,

It hardly seenmed possible that he could come to trouble,
egpecially when I considered that our recent weatner had
been nearly perfect, The days were stlll reesonably long,

the weather had been calm and crystal clear. Again I

- wondered wew

A week or so later we returned to the base to
replenish our stores, and 1t was then that I. learned the

final sequel to the story.

An inquiry into the lcss of the tug revealed that
the stranding occurred sboftly'after“the chaﬂée of the
watches. The captain, who was standing regular watches
as is customary in such vessels, gave the course and speed
to his relief beforé retiring below, Thé nate, when he
was sure -that the captain was soundly sleeping, altered
course 90 degrees to starboard, heading tChe vessei directly
for the 'coaat. She struck soon alterward, The'mate, it
developed, had been the uate of the vessel wrecked in the
fjord, The inqulry proved further that he had also had

charge of the ovridge of his previous ship wnen she was run

- aground, Thus he had successfully engineered two shipwfecks,

and never got hls feet wet!l
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Later it was rumored that there was a full scale
trial in Boston for this man, and he recelved a stiff
Jail sentence, I wonder 1f the Xazis in his honeland
ever made it worth his while? I doudbt 1f I shall ever

icarn the answer to that question.
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A Thumbnail,sketch of Thirteen Months
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Our editor, Carl Vilas, is a tough man. He says to me,
"Stuff 13 montlis of Greenland into a couple of typewritten-
pages. "

' Well . . . this means I can't write about our spectacular
arrival in Argentia, the drifting mine, the party at Ivigtut,
the wrecked motor ship "Halma", hunting and climbing the
mountains of Sondrestronfjord at midnight, the moulting mallards
that scurried between the rocks like rabbits, the brant,
ptarmigan arctic hare, our skeemo friends, their life and
customs, and much, much more. Instead we shall stick to the
purely cruising aspects.

On 4 May 1942, I salled from Boston in command of the
87' schooner "Bowdoin", then owned by the U.S.Navy, with my
exec.., °~ David Nutt, two survey officers, and nine enlisted
men, oine of whom was Pies Truesdale who is now a C.C.A.
member. Our destination was Narsarssuak, Greenlend, and our
routing called for visits to Casco Bay and Argentia,
Newfoundland. lIy principle was to proceed under sail alone if
we had sufficient wind to make four knects. We used the engine
very little between Boston and Argentia, and again only when
we encountered flow ice 60 miles south of Cape Farewell where
the wind dropped out and we picked our way through the runs
in the ice in smoothe water conning from the "ice barrel" on
the fore mast.

The third dey out from Argentia, having rounded Cape Race,
we ran into our first and worst dusting of the trip. Host of
the day we had grand sailing with the wind going from dead
aft to the pert cuarter and shoving us along at increasing
speed up to ten knots which was about the limit for this
heavy vessel. PFinally we double reefed the mainszil, but when
we reset it the riz looked so shaky that we zot it in zlmost
immedictely. The mzinmust was simply too light to take the
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thrust of the lowered gaff. ifter that in the increasing gale
we merely head reached under foresail and staysail. Bowdoin,
being heavily lozded , was rather logey in the seas and took
guite 2 number of solid ones, one which raised socme havoc with
gear stowed on deck and made it somewhat uncomfortable for zll
of us 2s the zir temperature was 35°. As the seas lengthened
out they became more comfortable and broke along their backs
instead of toppling over like btreakers on a beach as they
had done, but it was not uniil the following afternccen that
we could sgain make full sail. ~

On the afterncon of the third dsy before our arrival
the main gaff snapped in the middle, but as it turned out we
never actually missed it, for that same day we ran into
another gale which continued throuzgh the night, the following
day and followinz mnight bringing with it violent squalls of
sleet, hail and snow., Fortunately this time the seas did not
build up in the same way and we took less s0lid water aboard.
But nonetheless we all remeined more or less sozked for
those last few days and aft she was almost as wet below as
on deck.

The day after we negotiated the flow ice south of Cape
Parewell was fine znd clear with a2 fresh breeze. Our first
sighting of Greenland was impressive. The shoreline was

- characterized meinly by sreat masses of rock topped off with

snow with very little vegetction in evidence. There were no
distinguishing features to the land, but fortunately my
morning sun line lead straiszht to cur ceatination, the
entrance to Skov Fjord. We altered course to run the line and
soon the outlying rocks and islands bvecame distinguishable
and finally identifiable. We sailed up the fjord to anchor
at Narsak end thence on to Narsarssucl the next day, arriving
on the 21st of lMey.

The army bzse, Blule West One, was located at
Narsarssuak, also the hezdquarters of Commi:nder Greenland
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Patrol to whom we were to report and under whose operational
control we were to bhe.

Prom Narsarssuak we were to proceed north to Sondrestrom-
fjord, which straddles the Arctic Circle., Our first assignment
wes to survey this 85 mile long fjord.

Accordingly after a day or twe layover we proceeded via
the inland passage to Ivigtut. This passage we negotiated
with a sort of road map, no soundings and only a sketch
outline of the many rocks and islands through which a route
line was traced. Pifteen months or so later Bowdoin was to
survey and chart this area.

Ivigtut was the site of the cryolite mine. Cryolite was
an essential ingredient for aluminum manufacture and so at
this time there was much activity here. )

From Ivigtut we proceeded outside to Godthaab,'the
capital of Southern Greenland. This run was made entirely
under power becsuse of lack of wind. In fact it was our
continuing experience during the summer months that there was
little wind along the coast and in the fjords. I frecuently A
found myself wondering how the explorers in the days before
mechanical propulsion managed on such an intricate coast as
this with so little wind to drive then.

Godthsab proved to be a small town that rambled over a
rocky area. The harbvor was relatively well protected and
there was a stone dock and warehouse. Fishing seemed to be
the main industry here with cod liver and sharlk liver oil
as its nmain products. The wooden houses were small and snug.
Consul Penfield was the U.S. Consul to Greenland at the time.
His house boasted a windmill driven generator to provide
electricity, the only such installation in Godthasab. Our visit
here was brief cnd socon we were egain pushing along under
power Tor owr final destination, Sondrestromfjord.

Our errival at Sondrestromfjord wos well timed. Only a
few days before the fjord had been choked with the winters



ice. Suddenly in the mysterious manner of ice it was gone.
hen we pushed up against the stronz current that was then
flowing down the long straight valley that the lower fjord
appeared t0 be, no trace of ice remained.

Bluie West Eight, under the commend of Col. Barat
Balchen, was located at the head of the fjord some 85 miles
from the enftrance. This was to be our supply point until the
completion of ocur survey in early Septembper.

Lack of sgpace precludes an account of the next three
months - the long hours of work with 24 hours per dzy
daylight, the hunting, fishing, mountain climbing, the
glacier, the Halma, the flowers and tundra. It was a great
time, but when it was over 1t was great to Zet to sea azain,

Davis Strait was blue £nd sparkling as we set ocur course
to the southard for the direct run to Narsarssyzk for the
start of our next survey, Skov Fjord, Tunugliarfik Fjofd,
and lower Brede Fjord. ‘

For the first tiwe in meny weeks we had the gyro compass
in operation. With this we could utilize true course and
bearings instead of relying on the magnetic compzss which,
because of our position relative to the megnetic poie, had a
variztion of almost 55°W. There was another great advantage
which we were to learn a few hours later.

The wind, broad in the starbeoard quarter, kept increzsing
and with it the sea as well. As Bowdoin swvung down the
increasing seas with an almost rhythmic motion, so the
magnetic compass began to swing until at last it was revolving
like 2 cartwheel in 1tzs bowl. The mazgnetic declination in
the area was in excess of 50°. The dovmward forces acting on
the compass magnets exceeded the horizontal directive forces
and hence this erratic performance. e were glad that night
to have the gyro clicking away imperviousto outside forces.

The wind increased to gale force. We took in the
mainsail and replaced it with the trysail., The next afternoon
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we sighted an lceberg ahead, riding majestically with the
great seag breaking high up its sides. That night, (for now
in September we were again getting full darkness), we kept
an extra—-good lookout!

Next morning, south of Cape Desolation, we hauled up
for Brede Fjord, bringing the wind and seas abeam. The cold
spray drove across the decks rattling on our Navy parkas
until at last we gained the protection of the land, Still
carrying a fresh wind we sailed up Brede Fjord, past Narsak
to Tunugliarfik Fjord and thence on up to Farsarssuak.

With winter coming on us we wasted no time in getting
gstarted with our survey.

For most of the summer the ftemperature had been mostly
about 45°, Late September brought our first snow. Soon the
Calm cold nights brought a coating of skim ice to the
surface of the fjords. One such morning when far from base
we found that our greenheart sheathing which midships
dipped below the water line was not sufficient. In short
order the thin ice had cut like a buzz saw into Bowdoins
stout oak pianking. We radiced to the Base for galvanized
sheet iron, 2xl10 planking and plenty of sgalvanized boat nzils
which were brought to us by a steel huiled trawler., ¥ith the
rest of the crew on the main boom swung out to heel her over
Pie Truesdale and I applied the sheathing at the freezing

- waters edge.

Our first experience with a FPoehn wind csme in December.
This typre of wind in Greenland results from 2 certain
combination of temperature and atmospheric pressure conditions
which may occur over the vast ice cap. These winds may last
for only a few hours or they may continue for several days.
One thingis sure, however. They will always reach at least
hurricone force. The warning comes with 'a rapid rise in
temperature to well &bove the freezing point.

Our firsy experience was brief and unpleasant. We were
cauzht in the narrow rockbound horbor at Simiutak Island



on a dead lee shore. With both anchors out and the engine
turning over to ease the strain we rode it out. The
barometer dropped below the bottom of our scale, 27.70, and
stayed there until well into the next day.

Our second experience with a Foehn wind came between
Christmas and New Year when we were berthed alongside a
steamer in the harbor of Julianahaahbh, This time we were
under the lee of a high shore. For five days the wind never
dropped below 75 miles per hour.

On a later experience when we were snugly berthed
under the sheer face of a rock mountain at Blue West One,
the wind at the nearby airstrip was clocked at 165 miles per
hour. Perhaps it went higher in the gust that blew the
annemometer away, and afterwards!

The winter temperztures were not excessive. Theymostly
ranged between +10°F to -10°F. Occasionally they would sink
to ~20°F, Though statisticelly not excessive, combined with
the short six hours of daylight they made survey work slow
and painfully uncomfortable.

In the course of our work we anchored in many small
harbors. We frequently lay in the good harbor of Narsek
where we made many Skeenmo friends. We also lay over in small
harbors amongst the zumerous rocky islets between the fjord
entrances, The problem here was depth versus swinging room.
To £find ag little as 20 fathoms our stern would swing
perilously close to shore with only 2:1 scope. I remember
one night in perticular in one guch harkor ridinz out a
gale In snow so dense that visibility was zero. We lowered
a drift lead over the side to give immediate warning should
we start to drag. It was a long night.

All winter we carried on to complete our work. In spité-
of the celd the fjords did not freeze soclid beczuse the
foekn winds broke up the forming ice. At last, however, in
early April the winds remained quiet and the ice formed



solidly acrocs the fjords to a depth of about 6 inches.
Bowdeoin wss not built to cope with that and so for about
three weeks we remained in our berth at the base.

During this time the weather was reasonably good and we
were able to start our spring program of hull maintenance
to get her back into yacht-like condition.after the rigors
of winter, This, with some interruptions, we accomplished
before I was detached on 2 June 1943 to proceed to Miami and
Sub Chaser Training Center to later become C.0, of a
Destroyer Escort bound for the South Pacific, the Battle of
Leyte Gulf and other adventures.

Bowdoin carried on in the Brede Fjord -~ Ivigtut arez
that summer and, in contrast to the fine clear weather we
had experienced at Sondrestrom, she encountered much fog.

A branch of the Gulf Stream flows around Cape Farewell and
northward up the west coast., Being more diluted and inter-
mingled with the cold Laborador current further north
perhavs accounts for the clezrer better weather we
encountered there.

In conclusion let me say that I thoroushly enjoyed my
Greenland experience and I would happily sail back. I know
I would fixzd changes that would not appeal. Thirty years ago
Greenland wzs a closed area tightly controiled by the Danes
and the people lived the simple natural lives that had
evolved slowly through the ages. I 1liked Greenland znd its

people that way.



e e e -

« LT

[P A I VU

With her arrivel on Jume 27, 1838, the trim, white sclwoner fovdoia
brought to Mystic Seaport not only & handsowe @nd famous vessel, wnder
the coomend of her intemationally-known explorer-siipper, Rear Adniral
Donkld B. Maciillan, but as fitting & combination af history and sdven-
ture ns 18 vepresealed mlong this restored waterfront,

The schooner and the mon Bave become almost synonymous, Admiral
MecVillon was one of Peary' 8 redoubtable expediifon wien the latter led
the way to the discovery of the North Pole in 1809, Aficer several years
ol actjve particifpation and leaderahip In Arctic exploration, Admiral
MacHjilan detemined to huild a schooner in which he could incorporate
rll his needs for the hazardous work he felt he wuet do. The result was
the schooner Howdoin, designed by Rillimn Hend and built by fodgdon
Brothers yard al East Boothbny, Maine. Launched In 1821, the JAsedein
made & unigue majden voyage to the Arctfc, proving to be just the type
of schooner needed for Admirnl MacMillan's rugged cruises tn Greenland
seas. No croft cver built has done more sailing in the dmgerous waters
off Oreenland. She can be truly said to be the only vessel ever con-
structed In this counlry for exploration in the north, which still sar-
vives. During Wor\d War YI, chartercd by the U.S. Governmeat, she did
her part in ibe important work of keeplog Greenland bases open.

Built of white osk in frene and plank, the Bowdoin i8 B8 feet long,
haa a beem of 21 feet and draws O fect of water. A belt of 1% Ingh
grem-heart, oF *iron-wood’, iR used as & cheathing for protection whem
the Bchooner bhatlled her way through pack fce. A steel besk plece helgps
te further protect her stes In forcing her way through the ice, and her
fine spoon bow allows her to rige wp oh the lce aad crush it, She has
no Lowsprit or toypmasts, which helps reduce danger in makipg end taking

1
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in gail duripg gales or sudden sgialle, Her unuenally large rudder en-
ables her to tum easily, mnd her propeller 1a protected by a ekeg pro-
jecting Irom the keel to rudder foot, Stability i{n heavy weather jo
ensured Ly twenty-one tone of cement and iron peruanently set iuto her
ballast,

Macdillan took the Bowdoin to the Arctic on twenty-six voyages.
During nhine of these trips he wre accompanied by his wife, Hirian, or
#Lady iac a3 the Eshimos call her, No wife ever experiepced Buch R
iaving of sdventure s Lady Mec with her hushand. During these voyeges
no professional sailors were shipped for crew. The young men who Aac-
conpanied the Mactillans on the Bowdoin, many of them college men, be-
chne skiiled oariners under the tutelage of Adwiral HacMillen,

On one of her voysges, the Bawdoin, being sailed in marrow, fcs-
chelted waters, run up on & rock in # repote comer of the northwest
cvast of Greenland. For 4 time ‘ehe lisied dangerously, her fate in the
talance. But Admiral MacMiIlan's Iafth in the stzuznchness of his
schaoner waa unshalien, and she survived another of her res2riable ad-
ventures. The incident was typical of the man and his cratt, He 18 the
only mariner who can pilot a craft cloge lnsiore the entire leagth of
the Lahrador coast north te {is stormy Cope Chidley; proceeding along
uncharted Bafrin Land and Ellesmere Land coasta.

F\‘r Wk\“, ":‘l:!_v'!:—?-!r .‘_—:‘

3, 3 et “9‘-. 3 .Y,.% < o
HacMitlan in the Bawdoin has spent & lifetins locating uncherted
siretches of constline end {nlends at northwsst Greerland, Aia trips
mede history, mlways bringing back information of unknoen focts B0 that
the hydrogrephic office wee enriched and future navigation protected.
Only a litetine of experience in the north could have made possible
these feats, Frozen in the icefields liternlly for years; working
through dangercus fields of floating fee; dodging lcehergs; surviving
gales which spring from the icy shores of the land, MacNillan and the
Bawdoin have lived lilfetimes of adventure,
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Thus, the schooner Bowdoin epitomizes the pereonality of a silled
explorer--Nonald B, NacMillan--fust as Mac¥illan repreesnts ths re-
markable career of his f1lustrious acheoner. Tie combination of man and
schooner can be tmly nald to bring to Mystic Seaport & umnigue repre-
sentation of the malitiea of melf-relimnce and deternination which
the sex brings out In the mariner.

As = result of thelr lifetine of excliing voyages to the Arctic,
the Maclilims wrote numerous books, tecounting thelr experiences and
the extraordinary services of thelr siurdy scliooner. These volumes may
be seen in the speclal exhibit at Mystic Beapert.

Rear Admiral Donald B. MacMillan

Explorer, Scientist, Teacher, Author

¢ Awerded Special Congressional Medal for “Distingeished Servicea®

© Elisha Kent Kane Gold Medal for “Darin
Research”

& Exploration and Scientific
© Hubbard Gold Medal of National Geographic Society for

Asrctic Exploracions from 1908 to 1952 and Valusble Se
graphic Education and Sciencer

“Outatending
rvice to Geo-

© Gold Meds! from Chicego Geographic Seciety for

““Geographic and Scien-
tific Achievementa®

© Hedal of Explorers Club

® Bowdoin College Award: "Once in ench Ii
former member of the college, or member of tha Faculty at the time of
the award, who shall haye oadsrduring the period, the moat diatinc-
tive contribution in eny field of hupan endeavor,®

¥e years to the graduate or
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DONALD B, MACMILLAN
PROVINCETOWN
MABSACHUSETTS

March 3, 1980,

Dear Stuart:

Home from another lecrure trip and f£ind vour
letter, It is good to hear from vou, and more
than good to have seen you and vour wife when at
Newtown on the occasion of my talk and pictureé,

You are an important part of the Bowdoin, even
more so than any one of the bovs who accompanied me
through the years. She was your "baby" for a year and
a half, She served only two masters during her long
career and her some 250,000 miles of northern work,

I know that she will always be glad to see you when-
ever vou feel Inclined to pat her on the bhack,

" If our talked-about reunibn materializes,and I
am quite certain that it will, I'll drop you a line,

I wonder if you have seen the March Number of
"Vachting.," I have an article there entitled "Ice-
bound in the Far North.," You may find it interesting.-

vy best to your good wife, '

Sincerely,

fj;“(?&fgl
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- EX-ADMIRAL, DEADl‘

Ratired Coast Guard Qfficer;
Led Woods Hols Project

[ S
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Spedal {o The Sew Yors Times,
FALMOUTH, Mass., Oct. 30—~ -
Rear Admiral Edward B, Smith,|
U. 8. C. G, retired, onetime ai-{.
rector of the ‘Woods Halel
Oceanographic Inslilution died;
yesterday &t his bome on hisip
seventy-second birihday,
Admiral] Smith was com-{
mander of the Third Coast)
Guard District in New York
when he rotried in 1950, That
Sime year he was appointed
director of the Oceanographic
Institution. He retired from that;
pesilion in 1956, I

ok e,

(s

Rear
. Surviving are his widow. lhe| ————— T
former lsabel Brier, and three
sons, Dr. Porter H., Twart E,

and Jeremiah ¥

Won Nickname of Icabery

Admiral Smith spent many of|
his years at sea in nerthern
waters, and for that reason| *
friends and associates often ves
ferred to him as lceberg. He
gave up his active sea career
when he assumed his duties gs| - N '
District Coast Guard Officer| “
and Caplain of the Port of New *

York {n the summer of 1915,

The author of several defini.!s
tive works on Arctic waters, Ad.;
miral Smith was placed Inj,
charge of the strategic Green-{
land Patrol at the outsct of!

. World War IL. He planned. built.|

S supervised and administered the B

£ vital naval bases in the Arc!.ic]r -

t during the war peried. 15 Lz

s+ For his war work there Ad-ir nart
. miral Smith in 1043 received the
Distinguished Service Medal:,

“ Denmark in 1847 awarded toj

“ him the Cross of Commander ofi,

£ the Order of Danncborg. Firatiy

. Class, for "valuable services tolg

; Denmark during the war."

Bom in  Vineyard Haven,iy

. Mass,, on Oct. 29, 1889, the son

"of & whallng skipper. he al-

7 {ended the Vineyard Haven pube|;

2lic schools and New Bediord,

i High Scheol. h

. Then he spent & year at Mas.l,
sachusetts Institute of Tech-[c
nology, leaving to enter thej, .

TCoast Guard Academy as a[

u

k.
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y eadet In 1910, He was commis-i; .
. stoned an ensign Lhree years);
. Jater.

Was an Convoy Escort Duty |r
During World War 1 he wasi‘

on convey escort duty in Lhel‘
r Buropean war zone, his assign-{!
;ment being lo protect shipping|¥
Lalong the England-Gibraltar)}
“raute. At the end of the war

“he recelved the Victory Medalll .
+svilh clasp, «
* Later Admiral Smith spenti., .

(ten years on duty with the: ¢
. Coast. Guard's Ice Patrol. Hel!
. made a thorough study of Arctic
“jee and ocean currenils angd won
‘a reputation as an authonty on
{ts oceanography and metcornl-
{OEY.
«_The Americn - Scandinavianjs
. Poundation awarded him a fel-1}
“Jowship for advanced work inja
the ficld of oceanography imjz
crecognition of his work. Helt
;studied in Norway and England
.and later at Harvard, where he|"
Treccived a deogree of Doctor of(i
- Philosophy.
< Admiral Smith was a member!
tof the scientific staff of thek
«Graf Zoppelin peolar {light iniz
+1831. He was promoted to rear(r
admiral in 1042, io
A trustee of the Woods Holeid
rOceanographie lasiilution, Ad-'E
imigal Smith was a raember of; L
tthe American Geopliysical Un-ja -
Jofy,  thie National  Research
Counctl, the Aern-Arctic Socictyl
‘and the Necw York Propelter
‘Club.  He heid an unlimited!
imaster's license in the Ameriy
-ean moirchant marine, and hadi,,
served as a lecturer at Han'arcfrd
and Clark Upiversities. ip
In 1052 le was cleeled chair-ig
fman of the hoard of governorsy
Tof the Arclie Institute of Nortli
ZAmerica. P-
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; BOSTON (AP)-She was nearly
4+ .90 years old—the gallant little ship
*Bear. In her past were rescues of
hundreds of mariners, and victor-
jes over the furies of northern and
- sbythern polar seas. She
.. carried Adm. Richard E. Byrd’s
<1933 expedition to the Antaretic.
Xow she rests at the bottom of
the North Atiantic,

If sailing ships have personali-
Hies, as generations of sailors have
held, it may be that the barken-
[tine Bear would have had it so:
. “'To go down in darkness in a
¢ savage, wintry ocean, with a
- storm wind whistling through her
= ghrouds.

For that was the way she went

~“Dmesay night.
Stoutest Sailing Ship

The story of the Bear beZan 90
years ago in Greenock, Scotland,
where master craftsmen made her

e stoutest sailing ship ever built.

. You have ‘Adm. Byrd’'s word for
that. )

For 11 years she fought the ice
floes off Newfoundland in the haz-
ardous fur sealing industry, Then
the United States government
bought her. She sailed for the U.S.
Revenue Service and later, the
Coast Guard,

She began with a rescue voyage
1o lonely Ellesmere Isiard; extend-
ing into the Arctic Circle.

Her voyages into the Bering Sea
and the Arctic Ocean numbered 43
in her 40 years of service, mostly
out of Oakland, Calif.

Her- rescues numbered hun-
dreds, including whalers trapped
off the Yukon in an early freeze
in the winter of 1897-1898.

Some seven years earlier, the
doughty little ship played a role in
introducing reindeer to Alaska and
Canada. According to that story,
food shortages had developed dur-
img the gold rush and lhe Bear
traveled to Siberia where it ex-

.
®
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‘Gallant Barkentine Bear Rests

At Bottom Of North Atlantic

changed guns for reindeer, Ten
reindeer were placed in an Alas-
kan corral for breeding, The Bear
brought back more eon other
trips. Within a few years there
were three growing reindeer
herds.
300 Whalers Stiranded

When" winter closed in late in
1897, an estirnated 300 whalers
were stranded on five ice-locked
ships. The stout little Bear
smashed through heavy ice on its
rescue mission but was stopped
mapy'miles short.

Then the Bear crewmen, with
dogsleds and 400 reindeer, braved
temmperatures as low as 70 degrees
below zero in a rescue mission
gver the ice fields. i

Their arrival ended fighting be-,
tween the whalers and 300 lecal
residents over food, replenished
food supplies, and restored scur-
vy-stricken whalers to health. .

Four months later, as spring
came, the Bear smashed the rest
of the way through to the strand-
ed men.

After 1929, came a few years of
retirement in an Qakland marine
museum where Adra. Byrd found
her. When World War II came,)
the Bear went on North Aflantic
patrol and, on one occasion,
brought a eaptured German sup-
ply ship into Boston.

In the late 13405 she was sold|
again into the sealing irade. She-
approached her 90th year in ig-|
nominy—decaying on a Nova Sco-
tia beach.

Rescued From Shame

From that shame, she was res-
cued by Alfred M. Johnson of Vil-
lanova, Pa. Partly refitted, snc,
was 2oing to become a combined:
restaurant and commercial rnuse-,
urn,

She was on her way {rom Nova;
Scotia to Philadelphia on Tuesday |
at the end of a towline when this

‘downwind to the stricken Bear.

communication was recorded by
the Coast Guard:

“Distress. Sailing ship Bear.
Request received from. Capt. Van
de Weil. Atlantic Towing, Litd.. St.
John, N.B., for help in removing
two crew members from ship
Bear. Tug Irving Birth, en route
from Halifax to Philadelphia tow-
ing sailing ship Bear, lost tow at
10:10 in heavy seas at position
41:32 N, B3:11 W.”

That was roughly 260 miles due
east of Bostan.

Then came the report: *Three-
masted Bear, white hull, two crew
members on board. No lifeboat,
uo inflatable dinghy, life jackets
only. Bear appears to be break-
ing up. Foremast broken halfway.
Other two ioose. Starboard Llst.
Sinking by head.” .

The tuy messaged she had no
inflatable dinghy and was unable
to launch-lifeboats in the heavy
seas. .

An American plane dropped a
Bifs raft which inflated upon hit-
ting the water. The tug reached
it, attached a line, and floated it

The two men climbed aboard ang:
were hauled to safety, i
The weather worsened as after-!
noon wore on. The Bear rolled in.
heavy swells. She was taking wa-
ter, Listing to starboard. Her bro-:
ken square-rigged [foremast was.
dragzing overside. Her second:
and third, fore-and - aft riggedi
masts were shaky.
Her bow was settling lower in:
the water as twilight deepened
into dark.
. Then. at last, came this word:
“Unclassified distress, Sailing!
vessel Bear. Tug Birch reports|
sailing vessel Bear sunk at 20:10
on the [9th in position 42:07 N.,|
63:50 W. Tug Birch departed
scene en route St. John.” ‘
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'MacMillan, Arctic

Assocfatad Press Wirslioto
Rear Adm. Donzld B. MachMillan, retired, and Mrs. Mac-
Millan outside their home yesterday in Provincetown, Mass.

PROVINCETOWN, Mass, Thousands of books, pho-
Nov, 10 (AP) — Tall and tographs, Eskimo tools and
stralght as a schooner’s mast, clothing are to be housed in a
Rear Adm. Donald B. Mac- special collection at Bowdein
Millan, last survivor of the College in Brunswick, Me.
Peary North Pole Expedition Other material will go to a
of 1809, was 90 years cld to- museum in Provinceiown,
day. Admiral MacMillan  was

Smiling, crinkles runming chief aide to Adm. Robert E.

MzaeMillan told an interviewer the frozen Arctic Sea to the
that ha had no advice to North Pole in 1908, Admiral
impart, MacMillan and his Eskimo

ing every day,” he said. “I cache far out on the ice so
have to go to the dictionary that Peary, his companion,
just like everyone else.” Matthew Henson, and the Es-

Alded by Mirlam, his wife . kime dog drivers could make
and shipmate on nine north-. the final dash to the pole, the
;[rz} voyages, l.IAclmiral 1}éac- first in history.

fllan spends hls time {ndex- "
ing the P otle, socumulation  Admiral MacMillan later
of a lifetlme. He has given mMmade 25 expeditions to the
his Arctic schooner, Bowdoin, North, one lasting four years.
ta the Manne Museum =&t He compiled the first Eskimo-
Mystic, Conn. Forty miles of English dictionary, and lec-
old-style nitrate film went to tured and wrote about the
the Library of Congress, Far North for half a century.

.

" form his blue eyes, Admiral Peary In the struggle across

. “T'm stil] Iiving and learn- helperslald a vital supply |:




	00017330.0001
	00017330.0002
	00017330.0003
	00017330.0004
	00017330.0005
	00017330.0006
	00017330.0007
	00017330.0008
	00017330.0009
	00017330.0010
	00017330.0011
	00017330.0012
	00017330.0013
	00017330.0014
	00017330.0015
	00017330.0016
	00017330.0017
	00017330.0018
	00017330.0019
	00017330.0020
	00017330.0021
	00017330.0022
	00017330.0023
	00017330.0024
	00017330.0025
	00017330.0026
	00017330.0027
	00017330.0028
	00017330.0029
	00017330.0030
	00017330.0031
	00017330.0032
	00017330.0033
	00017330.0034
	00017330.0035
	00017330.0036
	00017330.0037
	00017330.0038
	00017330.0039
	00017330.0040
	00017330.0041
	00017330.0042
	00017330.0043
	00017330.0044
	00017330.0045
	00017330.0046
	00017330.0047
	00017330.0048
	00017330.0049
	00017330.0050
	00017330.0051
	00017330.0052
	00017330.0053
	00017330.0054
	00017330.0055
	00017330.0056
	00017330.0057
	00017330.0058
	00017330.0059
	00017330.0060
	00017330.0061
	00017330.0062
	00017330.0063
	00017330.0064
	00017330.0065
	00017330.0066
	00017330.0067
	00017330.0068
	00017330.0069
	00017330.0070
	00017330.0071
	00017330.0072
	00017330.0073
	00017330.0074
	00017330.0075
	00017330.0076
	00017330.0077
	00017330.0078
	00017330.0079
	00017330.0080
	00017330.0081
	00017330.0082
	00017330.0083
	00017330.0084
	00017330.0085
	00017330.0086
	00017330.0087
	00017330.0088
	00017330.0089
	00017330.0090
	00017330.0091
	00017330.0092
	00017330.0093
	00017330.0094
	00017330.0095
	00017330.0096
	00017330.0097
	00017330.0098
	00017330.0099
	00017330.0100
	00017330.0101
	00017330.0102
	00017330.0103
	00017330.0104
	00017330.0105
	00017330.0106
	00017330.0107
	00017330.0108
	00017330.0109
	00017330.0110
	00017330.0111
	00017330.0112
	00017330.0113
	00017330.0114
	00017330.0115
	00017330.0116
	00017330.0117
	00017330.0118
	00017330.0119
	00017330.0120
	00017330.0121
	00017330.0122
	00017330.0123
	00017330.0124
	00017330.0125
	00017330.0126
	00017330.0127
	00017330.0128
	00017330.0129
	00017330.0130
	00017330.0131
	00017330.0132
	00017330.0133
	00017330.0134
	00017330.0135
	00017330.0136
	00017330.0137
	00017330.0138
	00017330.0139
	00017330.0140
	00017330.0141
	00017330.0142
	00017330.0143
	00017330.0144
	00017330.0145
	00017330.0146
	00017330.0147
	00017330.0148
	00017330.0149
	00017330.0150
	00017330.0151
	00017330.0152
	00017330.0153
	00017330.0154
	00017330.0155
	00017330.0156
	00017330.0157
	00017330.0158
	00017330.0159
	00017330.0160
	00017330.0161
	00017330.0162
	00017330.0163
	00017330.0164
	00017330.0165
	00017330.0166
	00017330.0167
	00017330.0168
	00017330.0169
	00017330.0170
	00017330.0171
	00017330.0172
	00017330.0173
	00017330.0174
	00017330.0175
	00017330.0176
	00017330.0177
	00017330.0178
	00017330.0179
	00017330.0180
	00017330.0181
	00017330.0182
	00017330.0183
	00017330.0184
	00017330.0185
	00017330.0186
	00017330.0187
	00017330.0188
	00017330.0189
	00017330.0190

