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SCOTLAND COUNTY. 

Topography.—No topographic maps have been made of any portion 
of this county. Railroad elevations, supplemented by field observations, 
seem to indicate that the surface over the southeastern half of the 
county is formed of the highest and oldest Pleistocene terrace plain, 
the Coharie plain, at elevations of perhaps 180 to 220 fect. Over the 
remainder of the county the surface is made up of rolling hills, being 
within the sandhill belt, with elevations of perhaps 230 to 400 or 500 
feet. On the Coharie and Sunderland plains the streams have made 
but shallow incisions. 

Geology.—The entire county is underlain by beds of the Patuxent 
formation which consist of compact arkosic sands and light drab clays. 
This formation rests upon basal crystalline rocks at depths of 200 to 
400 feet below the surface. Over the southeastern half of the county 
‘the Patuxent beds are overlain by a surficial covering of Pleistocene 
sandy clays, sands, and gravels of the Coharie formation, and over the 
northwestern half in the sandhill area by discontinuous patches of 
sandy clays, sands, and gravels of the Lafayette formation. 

Water Resowrces.—The Lafayette and Pleistocene formations fur- 
nish the greater part of the water supply which is obtained by means 
of open and driven wells 10 to 30 feet in depth. A few wells have 
been driven to depths of from 60 to 90 feet and in these the water 
comes from the underlying Patuxent formation. Water from the 
Patuxent beds may in places contain iron salts. There are no deep — 
drilled wells in the county. At Laurinburg, in a well at Mr. Shaw's 
residence, a slight flow is reported to have been obtained at a depth 
of 90 feet, but this appears not to have been utilized. 

   


