
    

          

    
   

  

      

WATER RESOUROES. 397 

The Black Creek formation in the extreme southeastern corner of the 
county is a possible source of potable water, and it is not improbable that 
flowing wells are obtainable in the lower lands along South River. 

Small supplies of water may be obtained, in places at least, from 
the basement rocks underlying the county at depths of 200 to 300 feet; 
but the uncertainty of the results of attempts to get supplies from this 
source, and their depth beneath the surface, render them of little im- 
portance from an economic standpoint. 
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in depth furnish an abundant supply of water from the lower sandy 
beds of the surficial Pleistocene deposits. The depth of these wells de- 

_ pends upon the nearness to the surface of the underlying blue clay and 
shell beds. In wells penetrating these shell beds a hard, ferruginous 
water, unfit for drinking purposes, is, as a rule, obtained. At a mill 
near Coinjock a well in which only hard water was obtained is re- 
ported to have been driven to a depth of 50 feet. Open wells are still 
much used, and predominate over driven wells in many of the villages. 
Terra-cotta curbing is now taking the place of the hollow cypress logs 
for the open wells. At Sligo cisterns are used in addition to the open 
and driven wells. Near Aydlett, along the sound side of the sandy 
stretch known locally as the “Narrow Shore,” are numerous small 

springs the water from which is used by some of the inhabitants. 

The conditions on the banks are but little different from those on 
the mainland. Both open and driven wells are a little shallower, run- 
ning from 4 to 10 feet in depth, being deeper on the dunes than in the 
lower level lands. Cisterns are also used to a considerable extent. 

The water from the dunes is clear, while wells in the lowlands yield a 

_ highly-colored water due to the underlying marsh mud and shell de- 
posits. Soft, fresh well water is obtainable very close to the ocean. 

     


