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The failure to obtain water in the Patuxent formation at Fayette- 

ville is rather surprising. The probable explanation is that the mate- 

rials here are too compact to permit of the free passage of the water, 

the spaces between the sand grains being filled with fine arkosic or 
clayey matter. It is to be expected, however, that coarse gravel or 

sand beds will be met with immediately above the basement slates, and 
these should be water-bearing. It is suggested that the failures may 

have been due to a too rapid sinking of the casing, thus shutting off 

flows from water-bearing beds. 
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