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CORRELATION OF FORMATIONS. 327 

TABLE SHOWING CORRELATION OF MIOCENE AND PLIOCENE FORMATIONS. 
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COHARIE FORMATION. 

The Coharie formation, like the Lafayette formation, can only be 
correlated on the basis of physical criteria. The Coharie terrace, which 
is best developed in the more southern counties of the belt, where it 
occupies a position below the Lafayette and above the Sunderland, 
gradually disappears northward. The Coharie terrace has been traced 
southward into South Carolina, but its extent and relations are imper- 
fectly known. : 

The age of the Sunderland and later terraces has been generally 
recognized as Pleistocene, and it is probable that the Coharie should 

also be regarded as of Pleistocene age. The fossil leaves found in the 

Sunderland farther north belong mostly to living species, while the 

relatively small physical changes that have occurred indicate that the 

deposits cannot be older than Pleistocene. Whether they represent the 

earliest phase of Pleistocene deposition has not been settled, and cannot 
be until the eis of the fataroce formation i is finally determined. 

SU NDERLAND FORMATION. 

The Sunderland formation is more extensively developed than the 

Coharie and its surface has suffered less from erosion than has the 

i former. Its location both in reference to higher and lower terraces and 

the fact that it can be traced northward into the Sunderland formation 
of Maryland shows that it must be regarded as the equivalent’ of the 
latter. The escarpment separating the Sunderland terrace from the 
Wicomico can be clearly traced from North Carolina across Virginia 
into Maryland, where the relations were first observed and described. 
The materials and surface characteristics of the Sunderland terrace 

    

        

          
      


