
298 THE COASTAL PLAIN OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

these deposits is found reaching quite to the border of the Piedmont 
Plateau throughout the region to the north of the Hatteras axis, ex- 
tending as far south as the Neuse River and burying from view the 
older formations of the Coastal Plain. The transgression was evi- 
dently gradual, for the St. Marys deposits are found in Virginia and 

_ Maryland conformable to the earlier strata, and it is possible that these 
older beds exist beneath the St. Marys formation in North Carolina to 
the east of the area of outcrop. : 

____ Following the St. Marys epoch, deposition continued to the north of. 
tteras axis and was also inaugurated to the south of the same. A 
unconformity is found between the St. Marys and the later de- 
known a: the Yorktown formation, although the erosion interval, 

existed, was of short duration. To the south of the Hatteras 
; of this epoch, known as the Duplin formation, rest 

formably on pre-Miocene deposits. Deposition was 
d, although the deposits were extensively eroded 
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