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the underlying Cretaceous beds. "2

effect of wave action. The deposits were evidently formed in sh»a
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of marl are seldom more than a foot in thickness and usually do not
have a lateral extent of more than 10 or 12 feet. Beneath the Plemto-
cene covering of the divides, no doubt, there are places where the Duplm
covers the. Castle Hayne over a larger area. South of the Cape Fear..
River the Duplin formation seems to rest directly upon Cretaceous beds
All the evidence that has thus far been obtained seems to indicate the
almost complete absence of any Eocene strata in Columbus, Bladen, an ,'
Robeson counties, and there the Miocéne is found in close contaet Wlth;;
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In most particulars the Duplin strata are similar in llthol m =
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characteristics to those of the Yorktown formation. Fra.gmemal ~"*%="‘
beds are well developed in many places and consist almost aa y
of broken molluscan shells in a matrix of fine sand in which are

small water-worn pebbles and occasional perfect shells that show

.

water near the shore-or perhaps on the beaches where the : amg' 11

@hy

falling tides reduced the shells to fragments. At times, hawevar,

shells were washed into the same places, and 1f mn b
loose débris, were presewed intact. Thus these fragm
‘have long been known as excellent collecting hcahtms and have y

ntal shell :
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