
  
  

LOWER CRETACEOUS. 105 

Cretaceous (Patuxent formation) : pi hangs 
Hard: red) Clay: sche  s ssi ie ces aed oe ais eae ciee hac ene ee 290-300 
Hed sandstone: ores. Nae ess oboe ed ek cea ee are 300-303 
lat TOG Clays scsi ce nue eee OAS ssc Se aes 3038-305 
JIAUR > CLRY: 5, SPS G Sue ea alae Weasels ore ath ee Gea 305-311 
Dark, clay, and ‘gravel; rotten r0cKss32 6 ork ieee ee 811-321 
Dark ‘clay: and gravel Wixed {isis chad fone oc 821-328 

Basement rocks: 

Dark clay,like:setten’ hoapstone 5 gc 55 wa ee 828-382 
A UE car a: |: i caer RRS hie yee as Wer ctor Rt et Rei nges athen {ya eae 332-834 
Rock Por ring HON Ss ses tdiel ate iok tahe ati dg ec eae es bak Spa ee ate 334-338 
PAN: CLAY. « sia 05s sara AO CEN re Medea ale a haa RU a sTS a 338-340 

Hard clay and 27a volts sca. 654 te dan sey os hares ota eee 840-348 

Dark YOCK POrnin tO tee ea, a gia Shania eeepc De ReE are 343-346 

Hard city and gravel: .¢7). wixed i052, oo aes oe 346-3849 

Pard’ sandavone ii: inate ses strate <p re si sins vs vies ad eae sais wee 349 

The section shows a thickness of at least 288 feet of the Patuxent 

formation. Basement rocks were penetrated in the bottom of the well. 
From the descriptions of the materials as given in the driller’s records 
the exact depth at which these were entered cannot be determined with 

certainty; but from correspondence with the town authorities it was 
ascertained that about the lower 20 feet of the well was drilled in sup- 

posed “bed rock,” and it is probable that the material described as re- 
sembling “rotten soapstone” forms the upper decomposed portion of 

these older rocks, 

The most northerly occurrences of Patuxent strata thus far ob- 

served are on Roanoke River from a point 5 miles below Halifax, near 
the State Farm, to the steamboat landing at Palmyra. Here, also, the 

exposures are all low, nowhere exhibiting more than about 12 feet of 
strata. With the exception of Pleistocene terrace beds, the overlying 

younger strata are everywhere of Miocene age. The Black Creek for- 
mation does not appear on this stream. The river was traversed from 
Weldon in Halifax County to Plymouth in Washington County. (See 

sketch map of Roanoke River, Fig. 8, p. 106.) 
A search was made for the supposed Potomac deposit described by 

Fontaine in a section at the north end of the railroad bridge at Wel- 

don, but the only materials exposed were of Pleistocene age, the basal 

beds apparently having been concealed by talus material subsequent 
_to his visit. A study of the region about Weldon and Halifax, however, 

led to the conclusion that the existence of a Potomac equivalent at


