
88 THE COASTAL PLAIN OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

No fossil remains have been found in the deposits of the Patuxent 

formation in North Carolina except small amounts of lignite in some 

of the exposures on Contentnea Creek, and on Tar and Roanoke rivers. 

Detailed Sections—The strata of this formation are best exposed in 

the bluffs of the streams which cross the belt, at all places where present, 

forming the base of the deposits of the Coastal Plain and rising to 

various heights above the level of the water to a maximum of 50 or 60 

feet. A few good interstream localities have been observed. 

The most complete series of exposures are those appearing along 

Cape Fear River from a point about 114 miles above the mouth of 
Little River in Harnett County, to Devanes Ferry, 17 miles below Fay- 
etteville in Cumberland County. The sections in nearly all cases 
show at least 15 or 20 feet of Patuxent strata, and at a number of 
the bluffs the beds are revealed to heights of 50 feet or more above 
low-water level. For the greater part of this distance the overlying 
beds consist of Pleistocene terrace materials. Towards the southern 
limit of the line of exposures, however, between mileposts 100 and 101, 
the feather edge of the Black Creek (“Bladen”) formation begins to 
appear, resting in basin-like depressions on the eroded surface of the 
Patuxent beds and overlain by the usual terrace deposits. In the next 
3 miles the unconformable relations of the Patuxent and Black Creek 
beds are clearly exhibited in several sections. The former appears for 
the last time at Devanes Ferry, near milepost 98, where it finally passes 
from view beneath the latter. (For sketch map of Cape Fear River, 
see Plate I.) 

The more important sections presented by the bluffs of this stream 
will be described in detail on the following pages. The fall line, that 
is, the foot of the last rapids formed by the basement rocks, is at a 
point about 214 miles above the mouth of Little River in Harnett 
County. The first section observed in descending the river is at a point 
about 1 mile below the fall line and about 114 miles above the mouth of 
Little River, It is as follows: 

SECTION ON LEFT BANK OF CAPE FEAR RIVER 1} MILES ABOVE THE MOUTH 
OF LITTLE RIVER. Pleistocene: 

WORTROS WOOO ye, ag 
as Light yellow, argillaceous gand................................ 8-10 Gravel lens about 3 feet thick at middle of exposed portion of 

bluff, and thinning out towards each end in a distance of about 
200 feet 

(Unconformity.)  


