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from the fall line to Wilmington, a distance of over 100 miles. The 
Cape Fear region furnishes not only the widest area of Cretaceous strata 
in this State, but also the widest area at right angles to the fall line in 
the Coastal Plain region east of the Mississippi River. 

Plate XXX, p. 342, is a section constructed across the Coastal Plain, 
at right angles to the general strike of the strata from Cameron to 
Wrightsville, which shows the stratigraphic relations of the three recog- 
nized Cretaceous formations. 

LOWER CRETACEOUS. 

PATUXENT FORMATION. 

Name.—The name, Patuxent formation, was proposed by Prof. Wm. 
Bullock Clark in 18975 to designate the basal formation of the Potomac 
group in Maryland. The name is derived from Patuxent River, Mary- 
land. The formation as defined consists of arkosic sands with subor- 
dinate amounts of, sandy clay, having an estimated thickness of 150 
feet. _The division was described in detail in later publications by 
Clark and Bibbins.®¢ 

The terrane in North Carolina, under consideration, was first dif- 
ferentiated by the writer?’ in 1907, and the name “Cape Fear” forma- 
tion was used to designate it. The division was then regarded as the 
probable equivalent of the Patuxent formation of Maryland. Although 
there is no paleontologic evidence to support the correlation, the investi- 
gations carried on in the region since the publication of the above paper 
have led to the conviction, based upon physical criteria, that the “Cape 
Fear” formation is in fact the southward extension of the Patuxent 
formation, but with its surface connection with that formation inter- 
rupted in the region of southern Virginia and northern North Carolina 
by overlapping Tertiary strata, as is the case at various points farther 
north in Virginia and Maryland. 

Definition —The Patuxent formation outcrops in a belt beginning at 
Roanoke River, where the river forms the boundary between the eastern 
halves of Northampton and Halifax counties, and passing thence to the 
southwest through the following counties: Edgecombe, northern Pitt, 
Wilson south of the town of Wilson, northern Greene, the northern 
half of Wayne, Johnston south of Smithfield, northern Sampson, south- 

ern Harnett, almost all of Cumberland, southern Moore, northern Robe- 

son, probably all of Scotland, and southern Richmond to the South 
Carolina line. Beyond this line it passes into South Carolina through 
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