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land the border of which it enwrapped, forming a terrace-like deposit.
This formation is widely known to-day as the Lafayette formation from
the Gulf to Pennsylvania, where the last remnants occur. In North

Carolina the Lafayette is largely represented in the “sandhills” along
the eastern margin of the Coastal Plain.

QUATERNARY.

The Quaternary deposits south of the terminal moraine of the conti-
nental ice sheet consist chiefly of the great Pleistocene terraces covering
the larger portion of the Coastal Plain area and the Recent beaches,

~sand dunes, bars, and spits along the coastal border. Just below tide

in the estuaries and along the coast is the Recent terrace which is now
In process of formation and which affords such convincing proof of
what transpired during preceding Pleistocene time in the relatively
shight oscillations to which the Coastal Plain was then subjected.

Pleistocene.

The Pleistocene formations of the Coastal Plain are collectively
known as the Columbia group. With the exception of the Recent de-
posits, they are the youngest of the Coastal Plain sediments. They lie
on the surface and form a thin mantle that conceals from view all of
the older formations over wide areas. Wherever found along the At-
lantic border south of the terminal moraine, they are developed as more
or less clearly defined terraces. Throughout the northern part of the
region three well marked levels appear, while in North Carolina the
upper and lower show subdivisions indicating intermediate periods of
rest 1n the oscillatory movements of the sea in this area that have not
been recognized farther northward. The deposits consist of gravels,
sands, and loams, with ice-borne bowlders adjacent to the courses of
the more northern streams.

The North Carolina Pleistocene deposits comprise five clearly defined
terrace formations, known as the Coharie, Sunderland, Wicomico, Cho-
wan, and Pamlico, which have been developed at successively lower
levels throughout the Coastal Plain area of the State. The Talbot
formation of the northern Coastal Plain is the equivalent of the Chowan
and Pamlico, the subordinate terrace levels not having been recognized

in the more northern areas.
Recent.

The Recent formations embrace, first, those aqueous deposits that are
being laid down to-day over the submarine portions of the Coastal
Plain and in the estuaries, sounds, bays, and lakes and along the varions



