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way as under the hypothesis of a gaseous origin, a high temperature being caused by the impact of the meteors analogous to that produced by the contraction of the gas. This modification of the nebular hypoth- esis does not require any material change in the history of the solar system. As contraction and condensation proceeded, the ancestors of 

fied. This view has been largely strengthened by the calculations of Lord Kelvin, who, assuming that heat had not been developed within _ the earth since its solidification in sufficient quantities materially to alter the temperature gradient near the surface, showed that the well- - known increase of temperature underground could only be accounted   _ which fell at such a slow rate that the heat of impact was dissipated | Pars paseu, and that the internal heat of the earth is due to the com- pression of the earth under the weight of its own parts. Still more recently Prof. E. Rutherford has suggested that the internal heat is pro- duced by the radio-active substances distributed throughout the earth, 

  


