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races, the submarine division, on the other hand, only one, which make
altogether seven terraces in the Coastal Plain. In describing these ter-
races, the author will anticipate somewhat material which will be dis-
cussed later in another place. These terraces, beginning with the high-
est, are the Lafayette, Coharie, Sunderland, Wicomico, Chowan, Pam-
lico, and Recent.

The Lafayette Terrace—The Lafayette terrace is represented in
North Carolina by the sandhills of Scotland, Richmond, Cumberland,
Moore, Harnett, Wake, Johnston, Nash, Halifax, and Northampton coun-
ties, which are dissected remmnants of an ancient terrace that wrapped
about the higher elevations of the eastern Piedmont, burying the western
margin of the Coastal Plain and the lower portions of the Piedmont
Plateau, just as the later and lower terraces in successively more easterly
positions have done. The terrace features of the Lafavette, no longer
clearly recognizable in North Carolina, have been described in Virginia
and Maryland, where more extensive and but partially dissected rem-
nants of the Lafayette terrace have been preserved. The extensive ero-
sion to which the Lafayette has been subjected in North Carolina and
the fact that deposits of this age have only been observed at a few points
overlying the older sediments of the Coastal Plain suggest a higher ele-
vation i post-Lafayette time with a more extensive erosion of the earlier
materials than in the States directly to the north.

In Maryland where this terrace has been studied in great detail it
has been found in the interstream areas to be at times as flat and feature-
less as the later terraces, while along the margins where it has been
dissected by waterways it has been transformed into a gently rolling
country and its true character obscured. Many isolated outerops, not
unlike the sandhills of North Carolina, are found in nearby areas both
of the Coastal Plain and the Piedmont Plateau, which are regarded as
scattered remnants of a continuous Lafayette terrace that have been
brought into their present isolated position by erosion. The remnants
of this plain along the ancient Piedmont shore line present approxi-
mately a common level from which point the surfaces decline gradually
toward the adjacent stream channels and the ocean, as in the case of the
Recent terrace of the submarine division of the Coastal Plain. In faet,
the physical similarity of this terrace, as of all the later terraces of the -f:*
Pleistocene to the terrace forming to-day in the estuaries and along the
ocean front, is most pronounced and renders it practically certain that
the condltmna from Lafayette time on to the present have been in the
main the same, and that, with the successive oscillations of the coast

line, terraces have been formed at levels where the sea has stood for any

considerable period of time.




