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larger streams have often removed all or the larger part of the valley 
fillings, leaving only remnants of the accumulations along the sides, 
some of the smaller and less active streams have left the floors of the 
reentrant valleys but slightly modified.‘ Cases can be found where the 
smaller reéntrants have been practically unchanged since the enwrap- 
ping terraces buried the old valley beneath its accumulations, a signal 
proof of the submergence that preceded the terrace-making. 

We find six generations of valleys in the Coastal Plain. The larger 
valleys may still contain remnants of all, but in the smaller valleys of 
each terrace the simplest conditions are found. Here numerous cases 
may be cited where streams that cut the valleys have disappeared. 
They will be later discussed in connection with the great terraces of 
which they form a part. 

Toward their headwaters these valleys are narrow and V-shaped, and, 
if traced to their sources, are often found to start from intermittent 
springs, surrounded by steep-walled amphitheaters from 5 to 10 feet in 
height. Toward their lower courses these valleys are broad and flat and 
are frequently filled with fresh or brackish water marshes. In the 
upper portions of their courses the valleys are being eroded. In the 
lower portions they are being filled. A glance at the map will serve to 
confirm the opinion which has been held for a long time, namely, that 
the rivers of the Coastal Plain of North Carolina have been drowned 
along their lower courses, or, in other words, have been transformed into 
estuaries by the subsidence of the region. The filling of these valleys 
has taken place toward the heads of these estuaries. The headwaters of 
these recent valleys, on the other hand, are being extended inland toward 
the divides with greater or less rapidity. 
Many of the tributary streams occupy the reéntrant valleys described 

above. The more energetic have succeeded in carrying out all of the 
ancient floors which formerly covered these valleys and formed a por- 
tion of the various terraces. Others have left mere remnants of these 

_ Valley accumulations along the margins, while the less active streams 
have left the reéntrant valleys practically unmodified. 

THE COASTAL PLAIN TERRACES, 

The topography of the Coastal Plain presents considerable complex- 
ity, notwithstanding its low relief. This is fundamentally due to the 
system of terraces out of which the region is composed, although denu- 
dation and wind action have also been important factors in changing the 
surface configuration, the former more especially in the higher ter- 
raced region near the main stream channels and the latter near the 
coast. The subaérial division of the Coastal Plain contains six ter- 

 


