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July 1,1955   
Mr. Henry D. Ward, Chairman | 
Board of Deacons 

| First Baptist Church of Lumberton 
Lumberton, North Carolina 

Dear Sir: 

On the following pages you will find the historical 
review of the First Baptist Church of Lumberton,N. C. , 
Prepared by the Centennial Committee of that church at 
he request of the Board of Deacons. 

This is submitted to the Board of Deacons, and to the 
| Church, with the recommendation of the Committee that the 

Same be approved as official information concerning the 
work and the progress of our church during the past 
century. It is not a complete history, for several rea- 
sons. In the first place, records prior to 1855 were not 
completely available to the committee, and the research 
to obtain information about early Baptists in Lumberton 
was necessarily restricted to other sources. In the 
second place, it would be impossible within the scope of 
our work ?finanoianiy and otherwise, to include the story 
of the labor and devotion of all who have participated 
in God's work in this congregation, and some who have 
been prominent in our church's program could not be men- 
tioned by name. For these, the apologies of the committee 
are extended. 

In submitting this report, the members of the present 
Centennial Committee would like to acknowledge the. 
helpful advice and information given it by one of its 
former members, Mr. E. J. Britt, who passed away during the 
time this information was being prepared. 

In addition, the undersigned,as Chairman of the Committee 
would like to commend Mrs. F. K. Biggs, Sr. , Mrs. C. H. Durham, 
Mr. Ingram Hedgpeth, Mrs. H. M. Baker, Mrs. H. T. Pope, all mem- 
bers of the committee, for their splendid effort and 
cooperation in preparing the information herein con- 
tained, and also would like to express appreciation to 
our pastor, Dr. D. Swan Haworth, and his staff, for their 
contribution. Without these, this work could not have been 
Possible. 

Respectfully submitted,   | I. Murchison Biggs, Chairman 
| pbm Centennial Committee  
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PROGRAM 

CENTENNIAL WEEK 

October 20-30, 1955 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23—MORNING WORSHIP 

“Our Church and the Denomination”’ 

Speaker: Dr. James L. Sullivan, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, The Sunday School 

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23—EVENING WORSHIP 

The Choirs of our church, under the direction of Mrs. W. D. Renyolds, will lead in 

this service. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24—EVENING SERVICE 

“Our Church in Retrospect”’ 

The Centennial Committee will present a history of our church; 

I. Murchison Biggs, Chairman. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25—EVENING SERVICE 

“Our Church and the World Baptist Fellowship” 

Speaker: Dr. Arnold TI’. Ohrn, General Secretary, Baptist World Alliance, Wash- 

ington, D.C. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, through SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

“Our Church Witnessing for Christ’’—Revival Services 

Speaker: Dr. Norman W. Cox, Executive Secretary, Southern Baptist Historical 

Commission, Nashville, Tennessee 

Music Director: Robert McNabb, Minister of Music and Education, First Baptist 

Church, Fairmont, N. C. 
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DR. CHARLES HENRY DURHAM 

  

  

DEDICATION 

We dedicate these pages to the late Doctor Charles Henry Durham, pastor and 

Pastor emeritus of this church, whose long years of service blessed our church and town. 

Charles Henry Durham was born in Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina, 

July 13, 1868, son of the late Dr. and Mrs. L. N. Durham. 

He acquired his academic education in Shelby, was graduated from Wake Forest 

College in 1893, and received his theological training at the Southern Baptist Theo- 

logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. Wake Forest College conferred upon him 

the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1922. 

His pastoral duties began at the First Baptist Church in Gastonia, North Carolina. 

While in that city he married, on November 24, 1896, Essie Modena Moore, who died 

May 2, 1911. The children of this marriage are: Wilma, now Mrs. David H. Fuller, 

Lumberton; Margaret, now Mrs. Jasper L. Memory, Jr., Wake Forest; Kathleen, now 

Mrs. Howard M. Reaves, Mobile, Ala. On April 25, 1916, he married Sadie Tatum of 

Davie County, North Carolina, now living in Lumberton. 

On September 1, 1900, Dr. Durham became pastor of the First Baptist Church of 

Lumberton, remaining here fourteen years. He resigned on April 15, 1914, to accept 

a call to the Brown Memorial Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and 

Was pastor of that church for four and a half years. 

Dr. Durham returned to Lumberton in 1918. In his two pastorates he served this 

church for a period of thirty-seven years before his retirement in 1941, after which he 

Served for ten years as pastor emeritus. He was elected pastor emeritus on August 

13, 1941, and, as ever, was faithful in service and beloved by all. A man of prayer, a 

good pastor, a faithful teacher by precept and example. 

He was one of North Carolina’s eminent Baptist leaders. He served four years as 

President of the North Carolina Baptist State Convention; was Trustee of the Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary for twenty-two years; was the North Carolina member 

of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention for twelve years; Trustee 

of Wake Forest College for twenty-one years; Moderator of the Robeson Baptist Asso- 

ciation for thirty-three years. 

His passing occurred on May 8, 1951, with interment in Meadowbrook Cemetery, 

Lumberton, North Carolina.



in Memoriam 

THOMAS ERWIN ALLEN 

PAUL FLOYD BARNES 

Killed in Korea 

Died in Walter Reed Hospital, 

World War II 

Killed in Germany, 
World War II 

Killed near Okinawa, World War II 

Killed near Cassino, World War II 

WILLIS CARL, BRITT 

WILBER YATES BULLOCK 

CARL DEAN FLOWERS 

Killed in aircraft crash, 
Deland, Fla., World War II 

Died, Petersburg, Va., World War I 

Killed over Kiel, Germany 
World War IT 

  

Our Father, vouchsafe unto the loved ones of these thy tenderest mercies and the 
consolation of thy sustaining grace. Amen. 

Since this church was organized in 1855, America has engaged in five wars which demanded the services of the young members: 

1. The Cause of the Confederacy, 1861-1865 
2. The Spanish-American War, 1898 
3. World War I, 1917-1918 

4. World War II, 1941-1945 

5. The War in Korea 

Lumberton. At this time, we ask that you silently remember all who served. 

: The records of this church reveal that during these wats, our congregation served in a spiritual way those who were engaged in the armed forces. In reviewing the re- cords, it is interesting to note that during the War Between the States, our members were active in furnishing its absent warriors with literature which would be of religious benefit to them. In 1863, a collection for the purpose of sending the Biblical Recorder 
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to the soldiers amounted to $15.96, (1) and another collection for ‘“‘Army Colportage’”’ 
amounted to $110.50. The colportage collection purchased Bibles for the members of 
the Lumberton church in service. (2) 

The burdens felt during wartime years by those here in Lumberton is likewise re- 
flected in our records. ~ Church minutes for the month of April, 1866, reveal ‘‘a petition 
to Brother A. Paul Repiton and through him asking for aid and assistance in supporting 
our pastor .. . it having been intimated that on account of there being but few in num- 
ber and that few having lost nearly all their property by war . . . some assistance for 
this church being in accordance with said intimation.” 

At a later date, Brother Repiton was a visiting speaker in our church, but no record 
of assistance through him for our stated need was found in the minutes. 

There is no reference in our records to the Spanish-American War of 1898, but the 
heartaches of war cannot be recorded, and in all of the armed conflicts of our nation, 
this church has displayed a keen interest in those serving our country. 

Although we are not at war with any nation today, our church maintains a list of 
its members in uniform, and these are remembered constantly in our services of worship. 

  

Father, in Thy care and keeping we place these young members, and ask for thy 
blessing upon them. Help us. O God, to be grateful, always, for the sacrifices 
made by those who served our Nation. Amen. 

  

(1) Minutes, June 26, 1863, Book 1, P. 79. 
(2) Minutes, Sept. 26, 1863, Book 1, P. 80. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

WHEREAS in remembrance of our deceased members of all years, a complete list 
having been preserved in the minutes of our church, from 1855 to 1955, and WHEREAS 
space does not permit us to record all the names of those, both living and dead, whose 
love and devotion for God, made possible the history of His church; 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved, That we hold all who contributed to the growth 
of our church in remembrance on this day. 

SECOND: That the following roll of this church (1855-78) is considered a memorial 
to all deceased members and was used here to remind the readers that their church will 
ever be strong if all, with God’s help, do His work. 

The Lumberton Baptist Church Membership 1855-1878 

  

  

   
    

     
   

   

      

   

    

   

  

     
   

     

      

    
   

  

     

   

    

      

     

   

        

  

    
  

    

  

      

  

  

  

    

  

   

Male Members Joined How Male Members Joined How 

Alfred Biggs (died 1857) 1885 Back Swamp Albert Lawson James Blount (died 1873) 1855 Antioch (died 1871)___ - 1868 Baptized Fenry T. Pope (died Ralz. W. Sellers. - 1868 Baptized 2 1855 Antioch Emanuel Branch . 1868 Baptized David Gunn : 1855 Antioch Stephen E. Ward_ - 1868 By Letter Daniel McKeithan 1855 Antioch H. R. Price. - 1868 By Letter James A. Phillips. 1855 Antioch Arch Ivey__ - 1868 By Letter Benjamin Freema: 1855 Antioch Enoch Ward ) 1868 Baptized John Hill_____ 1856 Back Swamp George H. Tod - 1868 Baptized Dewey Channel_ 1857 Lebanon Walter Gunn__ - 1868 Thomas A. Norment- 1857 Letter A. S. Wishart_ - 1868 Charles Ivey, Jr._ 1857 Lebanon Robert A. Rozier_ 1869 Antioch Wm. A. Bledsoe__ 1858 Bear Swamp Lewis Ivey_ 1869 Baptized Ed Bledsoe Hosea Cook 1869 (Son of Wm.)_ 1858 Bear Swamp Elziph Bullard. 1869 Antioch Solomon Crump 1858 Baptized John H. Caldwell_ 1869 Saddletree James Rozier___ ~- 1858 Lebanon James P. Davis_ 1869 Raft Swamp Thad N. Bond (Letter) 1858 Augusta, Ga. Matthew R. Baggett _ 1870 Raft Swamp Richard H. Moore. 1858 Back Swamp Elias Barnes EM © Brevatty tee Baptized i 1870 Baptized red R. Preva: 1859 Baptized 1 i James S. McNeill es Hes amen (died 1907) __ 1859 Baptized 1872 Benj. W. Ivey_. 1859 Big Branch died 1873 Neill D. McNeill. 1860 Back Swamp Samuel S. Phillips__ 1872 Antioch Dr. Warren Williams _ 1860 Big Branch Washington L. Phillip: 1872 Antioch Wm. C. Graham 1861 Richmond Co. Wellington Wishart - 1872 Antioch George W. Draffe 1861 Columbia, S. C. H. H. Ellis. 1872 Saddletree James Bryant_ 1862 Antioch W. B. Hall Alex Watson___ 1862 Baptized B. F. Hall 1872 Baptized James Newton : Berry Ivey. 1872 Baptized (died 1870)____._-_____ 1862 Baptized James R. Baldwin 1872 Abbottsburg Rev. C. T. Anderson_ 1862 Greenville, S. C. Robert E. Wishar 1873 Baptized C. R. Hinton. 1864 Antioch B. A. Ivey__ 1873 Antioch Zak Clewis__ A. M. Baker. 1873 Antioch A. M. Rackley. W. H. Ellis. Walter Hartman. 1868 Baptized John R, Carter_ Jasper S. Thompson 1868 Baptized Owen Edwards. _. 1873 Baptized Philip Walter: 1868 Baptized Stephen Wiggins (L) Berry Godwii 1868 Baptized (died 1903) 1874 Back Swamp cuben King : Charles Bullock (L) 1874 Ashpole moe 1869) oa 1868 Baptized Rey. John F. McMillan. 1874 Ashpole ERE D. McNeill 1868 James T. Bullard_ 1875 Baptized mory D. McNeill 1868 Stephen West_ 1875 Baptized George McKay. 1868 B. L. Crump. 1875 Baptized Willie Whitfield_ 1868 O. W. Watson_ 1875 Baptized 

  

12 

  

  

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

   

  

   
  

  

  

  

   
   

  

  

     

   

    

   
   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

    

  

   
   

    

    

    

    

  

ea, 

      

13 

  

  

  

  

  

   
  

  

  

  

      

   

  

    
   

  

     

   
   

  

   
  

= = Af PV PSS—F EA IEEE TS = os 

Male Members Joined How Male Members Joined How 

John K. Freeman______- 1875 Baptized F. W. Gough 
Walter P. Hartman . 1875 Baptized (came to Lumberton 
William R. Ivey__. - 1875 Baptized 1875, parents died 
Robert D. Caldwell... 1875 Baptized 1877) 1879 Baptized 
Walter Newberry. . 1875 Baptized A. P. Caldwell 1879 Baptized 
Robert Ivey. . 1875 Baptized F. H. Batson. 1879 Baptized 
George W. Phillips_ . 1875 Baptized C. M. Baldwin_ 1879 Baptized 
John Johnson__ - 1875 Baptized E. K. Procter, Jr. 1879 Baptized 
Marshall V. McDuffie (died 1902) 

(QU) 2 ee . 1875 Fayetteville E. C. Watson__ 1879 Baptized 
John C. Barnes. . 1876 Back Swamp Richard Ivey. 1879 Baptized 
Henry E. Ham - 1876 Antioch Alfred Ivey__ 1879 Baptized 
VER IEH IONE . 1877 Ashpole Sandy Sanderson 1879 Baptized 
Thomas E. Phillips - 1877 Fayetteville Marchal Bodiford 1879 Baptized 
Otte Britt asses ne - 1877 Mt. Eliam Angus Harden. 1879 Baptized Joseph A. Thompson... 1878 Back Swamp illiam Smith. 1879 Baptized 

(died 1880)_ = is Craft. 1879 By Letter 
T. N. Higley. ag Baptized Willis Ivey. 1879 By Letter 
Albert P. Bennett 4 Baptized Jenkins Bennett 1879 By Letter 
Z. A. Whitfield_ 4 Baptized W. B. Pope___ 1879 
R. E. Council - 1878 Antioch Rey. W. T. Jordan. 1879 W. F.C. 

Female Members Joined How Female Members Joined How 

Susan Gunn ____.-_.-_.-- 1855 Antioch Mrs. C. R. Hinton. 1863 Baptized 
Celia E. Biggs Mary A. Boyd___. 1868 

(Jenkins) ____.. Back Swamp Alice Calder 
Sarah Blount (died 1875) __- 1868 

(diedi1879) Sass wmee ae 1855 Antioch Martha D. Ivey. 1868 Baptized 
Emily Blount )McLeod) 1855 Antioch Louise Davis 
Catherine A. Freeman.. 1855 Antioch (Edwards).--._._.. 1868 Baptized 
Martha E. Smith Charity E. Barnes 

Williams) (died 1905) 1855 Mt. Eliam (died 1872)___ 1868 
Christian Smith Mary A. Johnson_ 

(died=1879) eaasessaas 1855 Mt. Eliam Penelope Normeni 1868 Baptized 
Ann E. Freeman Cornelia Norment 

(died 1871) - 1855 Antioch (Bryan) __ 1868 Baptized 
Nancy Ivey (King) 1855 Antioch Penelope Vir; 
Mary Biggs (died 1879). 1855 Back Swamp Norment_ = 1868 Baptized 
Milliachy Hill_.___-___- 1856 Back Swamp Mattie Higley Bari 1868 Baptized 
Harriet Pope Martha Godwin 

(died 1895) 1856 Antioch (died 1905) 1868 Baptized 
Nepsey Channel Edna Godwin (French). 1868 Baptized 

(Letter) ___ 1857 Old Lebanon Mary Regan (Barnes) ___ 
Susan Bullard_ Cynthia Ivey 
Susan W. Ward (Collins) __ 1868 Baptized 

(Thompson). ._-_.-.-- 1858 Baptized Sarah Ivey_ 1868 Baptized 
(Mrs. R. H.) Mary A. Martha Jone: 1868 Baptized 
Moore! See! 1858 Back Swamp Harriet Lawson. 1868 Baptized 

Mary Ann Prevatt Mary Brumble. 1868 Baptized’ 
(Bledsoe)ee- theese e 1858 Jeanett Ivey. 1868 Baptized 

Susan Prevatt (Barnes). 1858 Fanny Bond 1868 Baptized 
Ovabella Prevat 1858 Sally Bond 
Martha Prevatt- 1858 (died 1870)____ 1868 Baptized 
Lauraney Bledsoe Mary A. Wishart. 1868 Baptized 

(wife of William) _____ 1858 Bear Swamp Jane Price_ 1868 By Letter 
Artha Fine Bledsoe Eleanor, Br: 1868 Back Swamp (daughter of Wm.) 1858 Bear Swamp Ann Wright 1868 Baptized 
Emily C. Crump 1859 Saddletree Chloe Dav: 1868 
Mary Hill_____ 1859 Mt. Eliam Mary E. Wishart 1869 Back Swamp 
Susannah Hill_ 1859 Mt. Eliam Effie Sanderson__ 1869 Baptized 
Emily Ward_ 1859 Mt. Eliam Emily Cook 
Sally Gilbert 1859 Baptized (Mrs. Hosea).._____- 1869 
Elizabeth Palmer Sarah Bullard 
Mary Warwick 1860 Antioch Elizah)__ 1869 
Flora Warwic! 1860 Antioch Susan Davi: 1869 Baptized 
Mary S. Robinson_ Priscilla Ivey. 1869 Baptized 
Martha C, Graham 1861 Caroline Ivey 1869 Baptized 
Elvy Bodiford___ 1861 Mt. Eliam Penolope O Berry_ 1869 Baptized 
Thelmah Draffon Susan McNeill. 1869 Baptized 
Helen A. Sheets_ 1862 Baptized Chelly Gilbert. 
Martha Oates__ 1862 Baptized Elizabeth Davis_ 1879 
Hester Ottaway- 1862 Baptized Mary J. Baggett_ 1870 Ashpole 
Nancy Hill 1862 Baptized Mary Branch 
Polly Davis i (died 1906) __ 1870 Harnett Co. 

(Wohnson) bees eese as 1862 Baptized Orpah Cook. 1870 Baptized 
Jane Draffon (Nobles).. 1862 Baptized Amanda Cook. 1870 Baptized



   
  

   

    

   

   
    

   

  

  

      

   

  

    

  

   

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

    
   

     
     

   

  

    

   

  

    
    

  

  

      

    

  

      

    
      

  

   

  

   

  

         

     

  

  

Female Members Joined How Female Members Joined How 

Elizabeth Ivey____ 1870 Baptized Sli i Joanna E. Pittman. 1870 Baptized Seetape Fannie M. Draffron__ 1870 Baptized Roxey Bodiford_ Baptized Louisa J. Birthbright.._ 1870 Baptized Nelly Bodiford__ Baptized Mary J. Freeman_-_____ 1870 Baptized Susan H. Bodiford- Baptized Minerva V, Freeman. 1870 Baptized O. E. Watson 1875 Baptized Martha Wilson (Boon). 1870 Baptized Ellen Bodiford_ 1875 Baptized Malissa D. Phillips..___ 1872 } Florence Hardin. 1875 Baptized Joanah Phillips (Sam)__ 1872 Antioch Lulu McNeill Baptized Delany M. Wishart _____ 1872 Antioch Lora Ellis__ Baptized Amanda McDiarmide 
Penny J. Le _ (died 1873)_ 1872 By Letter (Milsaps)_ Baptized Sarah Hall_ - 1872 Baptized Rosetta Colli Baptized c E. Hall_ - 1872 Baptized Almereia Lew mma J. Pope a (Powers). - 1875 Baptized (Higley) ____ - 1872 Baptized E. N. Baker 1875 Baptized Mary A. Davi - 1872 Baptized Mrs. Fannie Bosser Vina Davi - 1872 Baptized (Hayes) - 1875 Baptized Vouiza Davi - 1872 Baptized Ella Selle - 1875 Baptized Amanda Edwards - 1872 Baptized Rosa Rozier (Lytch).-_ 1875 Baptized Sallie Days - 1872 Baptized Vina Phillips_ - 1875 Baptized Charlottes - 1872 Baptized Sarah J. Hardin - 1875 Baptized 

(Phillips). 1872 ates IR Bae 
Spates > 

Mollie Bryan_ = 3 AZ Susan A. Baldwin - 1872 Abbottsburg earns ied ~ 1875 Baptized Martha A. Crump. - 1873 Antioch Katy Edmun - 1875 Baptized Josephine McNeill 1873 Ashpole Rosella Revel - 1875 Baptized Victory Campbell__ 1873 Baptized Mary E. Phillips.______ 1875 Baptized Sallie A. Allen (Dick) _ 1873 Baptized Mary A. Barnes__ 1876 Back Swamp Caroline Powers 1873 Baptized M.J.Hamon ‘1876 Antioch Eleviry Ivey_ 1873 Antioch N. M. Hamon__ - 1876 Antioch Elizabeth Baker 1873 Antioch Martha E. Ollis - 1876 Deep Creek Emergrade Ivey 1874 Big Branch Pheriba Bodiford - 1876 Saddletree Ellen Lawson. 1874 Ellen Ivey__ - 1876 Hog Swamp mma Wilkins_ 1874 5 Alice Phillips. ~ 1877 Lizzie Caldwell___ 1874 Baptized Jane J. Bennett . 1877 By Letter Jimmie E. O Berry_ 1874 Maggie Ward___ 1877 By Letter Mollie Jones_ 1874 Baptized Rebecca Edwards . 1878 Baptized Verne Crump. 1874 Baptized Temperence Ivey annzed Kate Davis___ 1874 Baptized Abbie Crump Baptized Marty M. Ivey Salima Phillig Baptized (McDonald). 1874 Baptized Blzabethyenilips ane Mariah Wilkin: 1874 By Letter eee acendcrepa paptized Emily Jones. _. 1874 Big Branch Tbe ee ye BY ists Catherine Ann Wiggins. 1874 Back Swamp LF. Bente By Letter Caroline Bullard 1875 By Letter Allis Hayes___ Baptized Ellen Bullard___ 1875 Baptized Mary M. Baldwin_ By Letter 

Slave Members Joined How Owner 

1856 Antioch- --Charles Ivey, Jr. 1856 Antioch- Charles Ivey, Jr. 1856 Antioch Charles Ivey, Jr. 1856 Antioch - Charles Ivey, Ir. Jointed by Letters 1859 Baptized__ --John W. Smith (Granted letter to join Sandy Grove 1874, B-1, page 162) 
John W. Smith 
John B. Thompson 
Henry T. Pope 
Henry T. Pope John_ 1862 Antioch_ --James Blount Mary Ann_ 1862 Baptized --Charles Ivey Rachel 
T. A. Norment Lucy_ 1862 __ R. H. Moore ‘ 1862 __ J. W. Smith David_ 1864 Antioch- R. C. Rhodes Emanil ‘ulmore- 1870 Ashpole___ ) Sandy Smith____ 1870 Bear Swam) > These joi j Erick Cobb & HP ieligienan eo fe Te Flora Cobb, wife 1872 Big Branch Hannah Bell___ 13 72a   

   

  

  

  

        

   
   

  

--No colored members after 1872.    
  

FOR LO, THESE YEARS THE BAPTISTS WERE HERE 

“And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee.” 

Deut. 8:2. 

In celebrating the One Hundredth Anniversary of the First Baptist Church of Lum- 
berton, North Carolina, it seems timely to look backward with reverence to the script- 
ural origin of our church, and then to recall those who came to this continent centuries 
later, seeking religious freedom. Many contributions have been made by spiritual 
leaders whose work and assistance cannot be recorded here due to limitations of time 
and space. 

We claim that Baptism is a public declaration of loyalty to Christ, who founded our 
Christian Church. (Romans 6:3-5). It is unfortunate that we are unable to tell the 
entire story of the church from its birthplace on the Jordan. Our Baptist people have 
not fully preserved church records, so that even the history of our local church in its 
early days must be pieced together. 

As early as 1739, settlers in search of religious and other freedoms were finding homes 
in what was then Bladen County, North Carolina, and had located themselves as far 

to the west as the present location of Anson County. ‘This information is revealed by 
pertinent North Carolina records. We know that there were settlers in this area in 
1739, who came not solely to obtain grants of fertile soil, but who were also attracted 
by the promise of freedom to worship God as they chose; we also know that some of 
these settlers were Baptist people. 

In 1756, the Rev. Stephen Hollingsworth organized the twenty-third Baptist church 
in our state, in Bladen County, and the history of North Carolina Baptists credits our 

ancestors in this area with church affiliation since that time. A few years later, in 1758, 
the problems of travel over long distances caused the South Carolina Baptist Asso- 
ciation of Charleston to authorize annual meetings of ministers in the Pee Dee River 
Area, and this later caused the churches of North Carolina to withdraw from the South 

Carolina Association, of which we were then a part. 

On November 6, 1769, the Kehukee Baptist Association of North Carolina was or- 

ganized. Among those who were prominent in setting up this Association was Elias 
Fort, who lived near the present location of Mt. Tabor Church, east of Big Raft Swamp, 
in what is now Robeson County. The minutes of the Kehukee Association of 1774 tell 
us that delegates to its meeting were sent from ‘‘Red Banks’”’, although that congregation 
had no pastor. Red Banks Plantation, which was owned by John Willis, was located 
on the banks of a stream then known as ‘‘Drowning Creek’’, and later known as Lum- 
ber River, and the delegates to the Kehukee Association meeting in 1774 from ‘‘Red 
Banks”’ were William Travis and John Noyes. By 1778, there were fifty Baptist Church- 
es in our state, including the one then known as Red Bank, which, although without a 
minister, was kept up by influential members, including Travis and Noyes. ‘There 
was a Baptist church called ‘‘Saddle Tree Creek’”’ under the care of an elder in 1789, 
and ‘‘Ashpole Church” (Fairmont), and others were organized at that time and earlier. 
The settlers who lived in the Red Bank area prior to its becoming a county seat in 1787 
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   (when Robeson County was carved from Bladen), lived on farms and plantations. They shared a contented community life and worshiped in organized groups long before the village of Lumberton was established on John Willis’ plantation, at which time, Red Bank became known as Lumberton. 

It is interesting to connect the early members of the Red Banks congregation with 
the prominent events of their times. Both the Fort and Travis families were associated with the early history of our county. Patrick Travis was-one of those responsible for 
the selection of Red Banks Plantation as the site of our county seat in 1787, and John r Noyes was appointed by President George Washington as the first postmaster of Lum- berton in 1794. Noyes was also listed among those participating in the drawing of town 
lots when Lumberton was first subdivided. (1) 

As early as 1805, the churches of this area were organized into the Cape Fear Baptist 
Association. This association was later divided in 1883, when the Robeson Baptist 
Association came into being. On March 26, 18. 
the North Carolina State Convention, and we learn from these organizational changes 
and their dates that our Baptist people were keeping in step with the growth of the 
population of the state. Congregations would form, often without regular pastors, but with the help of ministers who came and administered the ordinances of the Lord’s Supper, and of Baptism. These congregations would grow into established churches, they into new associations, all in the missionary spirit. 

n 30, the Missionary Baptists organized 

Our churches grew as did our state, and our Baptists were leaders in progress. Lum- 
berton Baptists have always taken a lead in the educational and civic betterment of 
our city and state, and the adage that “education and religion go hand in hand” might 
well have been originated here. An educational movement, begun in 1836 gave us our 
first public school laws in 1830, and Lumberton obtained its first public school in 1840. 
Our schools, together with the plank roads which came into being in 1849, brought 
significant changes in our town and its churches. It was about this time that growth 
of the town impelled many denominational groups, including our own, to constitute a themselves as churches and to build houses of worship. We do not know the exact 
date of the first formal organization of a Baptist church in this locality, or how many 
times churches were constituted here. 

THE LEBANON CHURCH 

We do know that there was a Baptist congregation which met at Red Banks Plan- 
tation on Drowning Creek, and that just as Red Banks became Lumberton, and Drown- { ing Creek became Lumber River, the Red Banks congregation became the Lebanon 
Church at Lumberton, N.C. Our Baptist predecessors apparently renounced the early 
custom. of naming churches for the stream upon which the church was located, but it is 
interesting to speculate concerning the origin of the name ‘Lebanon’ as applied to our | fore-runner. Lumberton is named because of its location on the Lumber River, and 
some have said this river got its name because of the large and beautiful trees growing 
in this area. Lebanon, in Biblical times, was also noted for its fertile soil and especially 
for its cedar trees which furnished timbers for Solomon’s Temple. It is highly possible 
that the early members of the Baptist congregation here chose the name of their church 
because of some such comparison. 

| 
  

(1) See: N. C. Colonial Records: Histor of North Caroli ists: ee of Robeson County, N.C. y ‘arolina Baptists; also see early deeds and wills in records 
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The Lebanon Church was in existence as early as December 29, 1832, for it is found 
as a member of the Robeson Union of Churches at that time. Resort to the records 
of this Union and to the minutes of the Antioch church must be had for glimpses into 
the history of Lebanon, for details of its organization cannot be located, nor can any 
minutes of its meetings. 

For instance, when the Robeson Union was organized in 1832, Lebanon Church was 
represented by a delegation consisting of Henry B. Howell, James Phillips, James A. 
Rozier, Banjamin Freeman, and Jesse Goodman. Goodman was one of the committee 
chosen to present a constitution for the Union at this meeting, and Phillips, Rozier and 
Freeman were later to become members of the present church. (2) 

Further reference to the minutes of this Union disclose that in August, 1841, “it was 
agreed that the next Union meeting would be held with the Lebanon Church in Lum- 
berton, N. C.”, and we know that Lebanon continued in existence until after October 
13, 1851, for a deed bearing that date and granting a parcel of land to Lebanon Church 
is found in the Registry of Robeson County. 

Exactly what brought about the dissolution of the Lebanon Church is not known; 
several reasons have been advanced, ranging from a “‘fire of destruction’’, to a shortage 
of ministers. The early history of the Red Bank Church and a look at the census re- 
cords of 1850, which reveal the presence of only seven Baptist clergymen in the county, 
lends weight to the latter suggestion. 

Some knowledge of the membership of the Lebanon Church is gained by a perusal 
of the minutes of the Antioch Church during the period from 1853 to 1855. This church 
was constituted in 1827, and was located about six miles East of Lumberton. 

Interesting and revealing excerpts from the minutes of the Antioch Church are as 
follows: 

(1) ‘Allen Smith, Edith Speight and Morning Hawthorne from the Lebanon Church, 
dissolved, joined this church September 8, 1853” . .. “During a meeting forty-one 
members were added to this church.” 

(2) Conference Antioch Church, September 1854: “Cherry, a slave sold by John 
Rowland to L. Wood of Wilmington, applies through Brother Benj. Freeman for a letter 
of dismissal to join the church at Wilmington. Sister Cherry is not a member of this 
church but was a member of Lebanon and said Church has become extinct. ‘The greater 
part of the members came to this church and they agree to send her a letter of recom- 
mendation.”’ 

(3) Conference Antioch Church, 1854: ‘James Kelly, Daniel McKeithan, Emily 
Blount, Katherine Freeman, Ann E. Smith and a slave to John W. Smith were received 
at a protracted meeting in Lumberton conducted by Elder P. C. Conoly, are desirous to 
become members of this church, and they were received.” 

(4) Conference Antioch Church, February, 1855: ‘‘Unanimously agreed to recognize 
Brother John W. Smith, deacon of Lebanon Church, dissolved, as one of the deacons of 
this church.” 

(5) Conference Antioch Church, July, 1855; ‘The following were granted letters of 
dismissal to enable the Brethren to constitute a church at Lumberton: Henry T. Pope 
  

(2) See first membership roll, ante, p.12. 
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and wife, Harriet; James A. Phillips; Daniel McKeithan; James Blount and wife Sarah 
and daughter, Emily; David and Susan Gunn; Katherine Freeman and Martha E. Smith.” 

(6) Conference Antioch Church, June, 1856: ‘Moses and Aggy, slaves belonging to 
Charles Ivey, Jr., were granted Letters to join church at Lumberton.” (NOTE: These 
were the first negro members of the Lumberton Baptist Church.) 

A NEW CHURCH IS CONSTITUTED 

The Lebanon Baptist Church of Lumberton was dissolved sometime between 1851 
and 1853. Soon after, those Baptist living in Lumberton found the need for creating a 
new church. Many of the former members of Lebanon, together with others, con- 
stituted a church here on July 1, 1855, which for forty-six years was called ‘The Lum- 
berton Baptist Church. This church was given the name which it now bears, ‘The 
First Baptist Church of Lumberton’’, on July 26, 1911, (3) as a result of a desire to dif- 
ferentiate this congregation and its properties from other Baptist churches which had 
been organized here after 1855, and to designate it as the oldest of the then existing Baptist churches in Lumberton. 

Our church is the offspring of the Lebanon, Antioch, Back Swamp, Mount Eliam, 
Big Branch and other Baptist churches of Robeson County. We would like to include 
in this history the early records of these churches, but the limitations of space require 
that we confine ourselves to those portions of our church minutes which establish the 
relationship. 

On December 10, 1853, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Alfred Biggs, Elias 
Prevatt, Elder Furney Prevatt, Benjamin Freeman, Lemon W. Thompson, John Hill, 
Henry Prevatt, David T. MeNeill, Uriah Ivey, Andrew J. Thompson, John Thompson, 
Benjamin Woodell, Elder William B. Bullard of Big Branch Church, Henry T. Pope 
and David D. Gunn of Antioch Church met at Back Swamp Church in conference and 
“made known that subscriptions had been put into circulation for the purpose of raising 
funds to build a house of public worship in or near Lumberton, N. C., for the Baptist 
Denomination.” 

Elder Furney Prevatt presided as Moderator over this conference, and Benjamin 
Freeman served as Clerk. A committee was appointed to act as Trustees and em- 
powered to collect funds and let the contract to build the proposed building. These 
were: 

1. James Blount, age 59 farmer 
2. David Gunn, age 33, carpenter 
3. Benjamin Freeman, age 51, merchant 
4. Henry T. Pope, age 35, farmer 
5. John B. Thompson, age 43, farmer (4) 

Acting under their appointment, these men and other interested persons soon com- pleted the construction of the new church building, and ‘‘a number of the members met in said house” in May 1855. At this meeting, Elder Haynes Lennon, Daniel McKeithan 
and Benjamin Freeman were appointed as a committee to prepare a constitution and rules of decorum for the government of the congregation. (5) 
  

(3) Minutes, Book 5, page 113. 
(4) Ages and occupations obtained from 1850 census, 
(5) Minutes, Book 1, page 11. 
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On July Ist, 1855, Elder Haynes Lennon and Elder D. B. Ayers, together with mem- 
bers of the Back Swamp, Mt. Elam, Antioch, and other Baptist Churches, convened to 
constitute the Baptist Church in Lumberton. The covenant and tules of decorum 
adopted by our church at this meeting are shown on pages 76-77. 

This covenant of 1855 indicates that our church was in its origin a branch of the 
early Regular Baptist denomination in North Carolina, and the early minutes of the 
church sometimes use the term “Regular Baptist Church of Lumberton” as a desig- 
nation. 

The use of this term is explained by Dr. G. W. Paschal in his History of Wake Forest 
College 1834-1865, in Vol. 1, page 18, where he says: 

“It was the peculiar contribution of the Particular Baptists who about the time of 
our Revolution began to call themselves Regular Baptists, to insist upon a close church 
organization and a strict discipline, and regular periods for celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper. They took care that only the redeemed of the Lord should be in their churches, 
and that all should be bound in a warm Christian brotherhood. In the early days they 
imposed a rigid Calvinism and taught the Baptists such theology as they have.” 

Baptist history is in accord with Froude, who said: “History is a voice forever sound- 
ing across the centuries the laws of right and wrong. Opinions alter, manners change, 
creeds rise and fall, but the moral law is written in the tablets of eternity.’’ 

The minutes of our church state that those who constituted it signed its covenant, 
and a willing signator to this document expressed a knowledge of it, a faith in it, and 
gave his solemn promise to God and to the church to keep it. Upon signing this cov- 
enant, all members entered into the full fellowship of the church. 

Through the past century, there have been some changes in religious customs among 
Christian people. These have been no more drastic than those which are noticable in 
our homes, our schools, our politics and our sciences. Some changes are reflected in 
the church covenant adopted by our church in 1933, shown on page 78, and by the 
further fact that even as these pages are being written, our church is engaged in the 
drafting of a third covenant. 

The rigid code of conduct imposed by the early church upon its members was not 
always fulfilled, and we would be remiss in the duty to report the truth if it were made 
to so appear here. As the minutes of the church were reviewed to obtain the facts 
about our early history, many breaches of discipline were uncovered. Each offender 
was cited to appear before the church in conference, sitting as a trial body, for a hearing 
of the accusation against him. When the erring member came and acknowledged his 
faults and asked for the forgiveness of the church, he generally was excused. Some, 
however, did not meet the necessary requirements and were excluded. 

There was one brother, for instance, who repeatedly reported himself for having 
been ‘‘out of order’’ since the last conference, expressed his sorrow and his intention to 
“‘desist’”’. As his confessions seemingly evidenced repentance, he was forgiven, so often 
that the injunction to forgive the brother ‘seven times seven times’’ seems to have been 
carried out. Finally, after he persisted in “‘being out of order’’, he was excluded from 
the church. 

In one year, fellowship was actually withdrawn from more people than were admitted 
to the congregation. This did not halt the growth of the church for long; it seems that 
the “‘spring pruning’’ stimulated strength. 
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In the early years, nearly 
against him, the citations incl 
recorded were: 

eVetyy member had some accusation of delinquency laid 
uding both major and minor offenses. Among the charges 

Getting very angry at the May party at the Female Academy May 26, 1860.’’ 
“Neglect of duty and failure t i 0 attend three successive church conferences’’ (the accused was suspended from church for three months) a 
“Neglect in paying a just debt”’ th i Q yeah iRartnaiies ebe (the creditor was allowed to collect a note against 

Two members reconciled in their dispute over property lines.” 
“For the evils of falsehood; usin: ing fiddli i r : se ; Using profane language; allowing fiddling and dancin in his house; quarreling; dancing; social card playing; selling aor wine oma cider; using ardent spirits for beverages: j play a 
hapa . es; : - 5 

singing canaille songs on Sunday’’, ec aemee aon ap caine gcucscalabachiby 

These were not all but are only indi i 7. f y action taken 
; nly indications of the ty iscipli i ype of disciplinary act tak 

The Baptist Church at Lumberton has always forbade the breaking of the Ten Com- mandments, and since its inception its members 
early years, when a member w 
ber before the session and rer 

2 Tt 11 have been cited for so doing. In those 
as disciplined, the church covenant was read to the mem- 

ae een g marks were made on the evil of sin. ‘The records of these y trials, and the minutes made over the period of a century, reveal that there have ae been in our church those who promote sobriety, purity of conduct and Christian xample, just as there have always been those who erred. A faithful picture of any group of human eings over a century ime wi inly rev i 
y a of tim ill cert a 

eM a 
ainly reveal that “‘to err is human, 

_ Lees to our members in the present day, when so much pressure is upon us to abandon the time-tested concept of the holiness of the Sabbath, are the Sabbath re- 
solutions adopted by the church in 1903, whic i v i oe , h I thi eat ich are printed verbatim on page 78 of 
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OUR PASTORS, PAST AND PRESENT 

“And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are 

over you in the Lord and admonish you; and to esteem them very highly in love 
for their works sake.” 

1 Thess. 5:12-13 

As suggested in the sketch of the early history of our congretation the ‘‘Red Bank’”’ 

church was without a pastor so far as can be ascertained from the records. In 1850, in 
fact, there were only sixteen clergymen of all faiths living in our county who were listed 

by the census takers, and none of these lived within the town of Lumberton. A look at 
the census records of that year tells us that seven of these sixteen were Baptists. They 
were: Elder William B. Bullard, age 47; Elder P. C. Conoly, age 54; Elder Elias Davis, 

age 54; Elder John F. McCall, age 40; Elder Furney Prevatt, age 42; Elder Isham Stone, 

age 45; and Elder Joshua Williams, age 46. 

These first Baptist Elders were itinerant missionaries, who traveled far, going from 

one protracted meeting to another, preaching that ‘“‘salvation was free’, and baptizing 

their converts in nearby streams. They organized religious groups, which often grew 

into churches, and were instrumental in the religious development of our area. These 

men were not only ministers; they were in large part supported by their own farm lands, 

and to the end of their days, they practically gave away their ministry with their doc- 

trine. 

The early minutes reveal the uncertainty of the minister’s income. On October 7, 

1855, just after the church had been organized, it was resolved that “‘funds raised for 

Elder Lennon, as Missionary the past year, be paid over to him, and that we do not 

apply to the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina for aid in his behalf.”’ (1) 

Later on, in November of the same year, the conference agreed ‘‘to call Elder Len- 

non to the pastorate of this church and that he be allowed to attend at such times as 

may suit his convenience’’, and ‘“‘Benjamin Freeman and James Blount were apponted 

to ascertain on Friday what Elder Lennon will do and in the event we cannot obtain his 

services that the same committee confer with Elder P. C. Conoly and know if he will 

serve us and that they guarantee Elder Conoly that this church will raise thirty dollars 

toward his support.” 

Despite the miniscule amount offered for his support and the absolute lack of any 

definite future commitment for that purpose, the minutes of December 1855, tell us 

that a letter was read from Elder Conoly, and he evidently accepted the call, as he 

presided over all conference meetings held during the ensuing year until the November 

meeting. 

Until 1879, the pastors serving our church gave only one-fourth of their time for that 

purpose, but in October of that year, an annual salary of $200.00 was granted to a pastor 

who was to give half his time. (2) By 1882, the church had grown in stature to the 
  

(1) Minutes, Book 1, page 36. 
(2) Minutes, Book 2, page 33. 

21 

SS a a a A oe atu en



point where services were held ever. ets eee ee y Sunday, and in 1900, the pastors salary had in- 

Durin i i 
ing the period from 1855 to 1882, it was the custom of the church to elect pastors only f iationa i 

cee ae Associational year. In the minutes toward the close of each year, a pro. ae eae Ny formed. The pastor would name a pulpit committee cal excuse om the meeting in order that they might act to recommend a pastor for the next year. If a chan e Wa esired, the commi Ww E no ommendation 
hange was desi d, tk ne 

: 
, ttee would make rec 

This uncertai i = Ree ae of selecting pastors and arranging their tenure was changed ae Se a At that time, it was voted that the pastor should be engaged so onship between pastor and church was “pleasant”’, but whenever it was timely for a change, the chure d give tor at least three months notice 
i urch woul give its pasto: 

; = 
1 h th: ti and the pastor would give the church the same consideration in time 

pastors have consistent] i inci 

pe eee : : ntly preached Baptist principle e Lordship of Jesus, regeneration as the basis of church monensin ee Aah of private i i i 
e a SMe ne the separation of church and state, and immersion as described r € have been exceptionally fortunate in the capabilities of our leaders and the results of their work Wi i 
eee e thank God for his under-shepherds who have led us 

held i indivi and many different individuals served as moderators. A table reflecting the pre- siding officers and clerks of thes i e te: yw eld 1: 
€ meetings and tk 

i 
ee he dates the ere held is shown on 

Our pastors, with their p hot i i i 
Ree ate enae pee ographs where obtainable, and a brief biographical 

ELDER HAYNES LENNON 
1855 , 1858-1861 , 1862-1965 

the Not aynes Lennon Was a missionary pastor, appointed by Paina arolina Baptist State Convention, and at one time seed qa See Ree in this area. He served 5 > 11 October 7, 1855. (3) He wa ee to prepare the Covenant, aS Me Denes Gin ae for the government of the proposed Lumberton se Sue e MES SS ict by Elder D. B. Ayers in consistuting eaaen core ee ree Rey: Lennon was called by this 
efore he accepted, and fk d pastor from November 1858 i ‘ prea 

( » until August 1861. He w: - ose es SSE onbers 1862, and remained thereattce ober, 1865. In all, he led this ch i and had it in his charge for a lenges Saar ieee 

  

    (3) Minutes, Book 1, page 36, 

  

ELDER P. C. CONOLY 

1856 

Elder P. C. Conoly was the first minister to accept a yearly 
call as the pastor of our church. He was a Robesonian, but 
not a resident of Lumberton. He led our church during the 
year 1856. Prior to that time, he conducted a revival in 
Lumberton in 1854, and baptized six or more converts who 

united with the Antioch Church and later became charter 
members of the Lumberton Baptist Church. He supplied the 
pulpit of this church first in September, 1855. Elder Conoly 
assisted in the ordination of Rev. A. R. Pittman and other 
ministers of Robeson County. (4) 

  

ELDER C. T. ANDERSON 

1861-1862 

Elder C. T. Anderson was called as pastor of this church in 
November, 1861. He came here from the Beaver Church in (No phot 

Greenville, S. C., and was the first resident pastor of the B 2 

present First Baptist Church of Lumberton. He resigned available) 

August 16, 1862, and accepted a call to Whiteville, N. C. 

where he held a pastorate from 1863—1865. Elder Anderson 
was active chairman of a committee on Army Colportage 

during the War Between the States. 

ELDER ELIAS D. JOHNSON 

1865-1867 

Elder Elias D. Johnson, a native of Robeson County, and for 
many years the pastor of the Great Marsh Baptist Church 
near St. Pauls, N. C., where his old home may still be seen, 
served as moderator and preached here in June, 1857, and again 
in October 1858. He accepted a yearly call to this church on 
October 15, 1865, and resigned in October, 1866. He offered to 

serve until a new pastor could be secured, and his services 
continued until May, 1867. 

  

DR. DAVID N. GORE 

1868 

Doctor David N. Gore, of Columbus County, N. C., preached 
in this church first on January 9, 1868. He was engaged to fill 
the pulpit in replacement of Elder Johnson, who had kindly 
served for seven months after his resignation. Elder Gore 
gave one-fourth of his time, as pastor, for five months. He 
served as an Associational Missionary for the Board of Do- 
mestic Missions of the Cape Fear Baptist Association from 
1860 to 1882. 

  

  
(4) See Robeson’s Minutes, Resolutions and Obituary honoring Rev. A. R. Pittman, Deceased. 
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REV. ALFRED R. PITTMAN 

1868-1877 

Reverend Alfred R. Pittman came to this church as its pastor on August 16, 1868, having been employed to serve for one year to preach two Sabbaths each month for an annual salary of $75.00, which amount was pledged by the pulpit com- mittee. He was also a native of Robeson County and lived near the Ashpole Baptist Church. He resigned as pastor here on September 22, 1877. He was an outstanding Bapti in Robeson for forty-one years. a 

ELDER W. T. JORDAN 

1878-1887 

Elder W. T. Jordan came to Lumb; Nee tts erton as pastor of our congregation from Wake Forest College, and presided over our conference for the first time on December 22, 1878. He served us for nine years and was given a letter of dismissal on July 24, 1887 Fics ail 3 on J 
Oigens to unite with the Baptist Church of McMinnville, 

ELDER O. P. MEEKS 

1887-1889 

Elder O. P. Meeks, a native of Covin .< ‘ gton, Ky., wa: lled to Lumberton from Cornwall, N. Y., and betaine oe Bester en January 16, 1887. He and his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth J. Meeks, rought their letters on January 23, 1887. On April 7, 1889, shortly after his resignation the i i 
1 1 ; y were given letters to un with the Baptist Church at Warsaw, N. ro Me 

REV. CHARLES J. THOMPSON 

1889-1890 

Reverend Charles J. Thompson held the pas‘orate here for one year, 1889-90. The conference minutes record that he was granted a letter to unite with a Baptist Church in Ken- tucky. He returned to Lumberton in April, 1907, and assisted our pastor, Dr. C. H. Durham, in a revival meeting. 
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DR. FURMAN H. MARTIN 

1891-1893 

Dr. Furman H. Martin served this congregation from 1891 
until 1893. He came to us from the Oak Grove Baptist Church 
of Horry County, S. C., on October 11, 1891. Upon his re- 
signation, he and his wife, Mrs. Olivia Goode Martin, removed 
to Portsmouth, Va., where he had been called as pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of that city. Their children were: 
William Furman, Julien, and John Gates Martin. 

DR. LIVINGSTON JOHNSON 

1895 

Doctor Livingston Johnson and his wife, Mrs. Fannie 
Johnson came to our church, uniting by letter from the Rock- 
ingham Baptist Church on April 21, 1895. According to our 
minutes, he gave notice that he had been called to the Greens- 
boro Baptist Church on September 15, 1895, and he was 
granted a letter to unite with that church on February 2, 1896, 
after serving our church for less than one year. 

REV. J. N. BOOTH 

1896-1897 

Reverend J. N. Booth of Union, S. C., was called and preach- 
ed here first on January 12, 1896. He and his wife, Mrs. Sarah 
Booth, were received as members on February 2, 1896. His 
resignation was accepted in October, 1896, and they were dis- 
missed by letter to unite with a Baptist church in Washington, 
D. C., on March 1, 1897. At the time they were here, the 
Booths had two small children who were too young to become 
church members. 

DR. GEORGE J. DOWELL 
1898-1900 

Doctor George J. Dowell of Snow Hill, N. C., accepted a 
call to Lumberton, N. C., on January 9, 1898, and came to us 
from Durham. He and his wife, Tranquilla Avery Yates 
Dowell, and their children, William B. Dowell, Rosina Dowell 
(later Mrs. R. T. Coburn of Raleigh, N. C.), Elizabeth Dowell 
(Mrs. M. C. Jenkins), George J. Dowell, Jr., Pattie Dowell (Dr. 
Pattie Simmons Dowell, Southern College, Hattiesburg, 
Miss.), and Alvis Yates Dowell, were admitted to membership 
here on February 6, 1898. Rev. Dowell resigned in May, 1900, 
and removed to Caroleen, N. C., where he accepted a call to 
serve churches in Caroleen and in Henrietta, S. C. 
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DR. C. H. DURHAM 

1900-1914 ,1918-1941 

Pastor Emeritus, 1941-1951 

Doctor Charles Henry Durham was called to Lumberton on 
September 2, 1900, and served as our pastor until he resigned 
on April 14, 1914. After an absence of four and one-half years, 
he returned as our pastor in 1918. Following his return, he 
was our minister until his resignation and retirement in June, 
1941, following which he was elected pastor emeritus, re- 
maining with us in Lumberton until his death on May 8, 1951. 
He served us longer than any other of God’s servants, and it 
is to him that this volume is affectionately dedicated. The 
reader’s attention is called to the dedication page for com- 
plete biographical details of Dr. Durham’s life. 

DR. CHARLES L. GREAVES 

1914-1918 

Doctor Charles L. Greaves began his pastorate in Lumber- 
ton on June 21, 1914. He and his wife, Mrs. Stella Paschal 
Greaves and children, Carl P. Greaves, Richard E. Greaves, 
and Mary Ruth Greaves, came into the fellowship of this 
church from the Hawkinsville Baptist Church in Georgia. 
Dr. Greaves tendered his resignation here to accept a call to 
the First Baptist Church in Bowling Green, Kentucky, ef- 
fective October 15, 1918. 

DR. JOHN GLENN BLACKBURN 

1941-1948 

Doctor John Glenn Blackburn, called May 4, 1941, preached 
his first sermon in our church on June 1, 1941. He and his 
wife, Mrs. Margaret Blackburn, brought their church member- 
ship here from Greenwood Baptist Church, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, on June 15, 1941. Dr. Blackburn resigned effective 
January 1, 1948, to accept a call to the Baptist Church at 
Wake Forest, N. C. He and Mrs. Blackburn, with their two 
small sons, Glenn Jr., and James Leslie, now live at Wake 
Forest, where he continues to serve the church while also 
acting as chaplain of Wake Forest College. 

REV. PHILIP J. McLEAN 

1948-1951 

Reverend Philip James McLean was called to this church 
on April 4, 1948. His first sermon here was in May, 1948. 
He and Mrs. McLean and their children: George, Joanne, and 
Mary Phillis McLean, brought their letters with them from the 
Central Baptist Church of Newnan, Ga. Following his res- 
ignation here, he and his family were given letters to unite 
with the Ponce DeLeon Baptist Church of Atlanta, Ga., on 
December 12, 1951. 
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DR. D. SWAN HAWORTH 

1951—Present 

Dr. D. Swan Haworth, our present pastor, came to us 
on November 15, 1951, from the First Baptist Church of 
Vicksburg, Miss. He and his wife, Mrs. Freddie Lou 
Haworth and their children, David, Martha Lou, Richard 
and Robertson, were the first to live in our new parsonage 
at 207 East 20th Street. For further biographical infor- 
mation about Dr. Haworth, the reader is referred to the 
sketches of the present church staff on page 71. 

ASSISTANTS TO OUR PASTORS 

    
Mrs. H. T. Porr Jack SOUTHARD 

From time to time, as the needs of our congregation and our pastors have required, 
our church has had assistants to the pastor, who have served in almost every area of 
the church’s work from the clerical duties in the pastor’s office to active ministry among 
our people. The first such assistant was Mrs. H. T. Pope, who served with Dr. C. H. 
Durham. Later Rey. Jack Southard came to assist our pastor. He was with us from 
1948 to 1950. More recently, Rev. William L. Heath, whose picture is on page 72, 
has worked with our present pastor. Grateful acknowledgment is made to these who 
have worked with our pastors in the ministry to our people. 

The first Educational Director was Miss Naomi Braswell 1937-1943. Others were 
Miss Frances Freeman, Miss Jessie Parker. 
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BAPTIST DEACONS 

“Look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.” 

Acts 6:3 

Records are not available to inform us of the identity of the deacons of the early 
Red Bank congregation or of the Lebanon Church of Lumberton. Again, we are forced 
to turn to other sources, and we find in the records of the Kehukee Baptist Association, 
of which Red Banks Church was a member, that William Travis and Postmaster roe 
Noyes were two influential deacons in the Baptist Church in 1791. 

The minutes of the Antioch Church, dated February, 1855, recognized as one of its 
deacons Brother John W. Smith, who had formerly been a deacon in the Lebanon Bap- 
tist Church. 

Through all the years which have elapsed since those times, the deacons of the 
Baptist Church at Lumberton have been laymen who have served as assistants to their 
pastors and in many varied capacities. In their care is vested the “‘oversight”’ of both 
pastor and church. They assisted in the communion services, read hymns, served as 
finance committees to secure the funds for the pastor’s salary and for the necessary 
monetary needs of the church. (1) 

In the minutes which record the organization of this church, the names of the first 
deacons are not set forth, but we do find the names of the trustees. From among the 
trustees, we find two men, Benjamin Freeman and James Blount, who presided-as mod- 
erators at the early conference sessions when the church was without a pastor. Prior 
to December 26, 1868, James Blount lived in Florida for a short time, and Benjamin 
Freeman had a business in Wilmington, N. C. 

Among the interesting facts found among the minutes of our church is the story 
of one of our elected deacons, Sheriff Reuben King. The minutes record that on Decem- 
ber 26, 1868, ‘‘Berry Godwin, Reuben King and Henry T. Pope were elected deacons of 
this church to serve with John Hill, the present acting deacon. ‘The ordination to take 
place on the fourth Sunday in January, 1869.’ (2) 

A subsequent entry, dated Saturday, January 23, 1869, says that ‘“‘Henry T. Pope, 
Reuben King, and Berry Godwin were examined on their Christian experiences, which 
examination was satisfactory to the church.” (3) 

On the following day, Sunday, January 24, 1869, ‘‘after sermon by Elder H. Lennon, 
Brothers Berry Godwin and Henry T. Pope were ordained as deacons of this church.’’ 
The absence of Sheriff King at the ordination is extremely noticeable in the minutes, 
but is not explained. Perhaps fear prompted the church clerk from making further 
reference or explanation for the absence of the Sheriff from the ceremony, for this was 

  

(1) Minutes, Book 2, page 52. 
(2) Minutes, Book 1, page 95. 
(3) Minutes, Book 1) page 96. 
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the period during which the infamous ‘‘Lowry Gang’’ was operating in this area and 

conducting a reign of terror. 

Some years later, after the Lowrys could no longer burn a church or harm a mem- 

ber, a history of their depredations was written, and in it we find the reason why Reuben 

King was never ordained as a deacon of our church. He was shot from ambush, while 

sitting in his home talking with Brother S. E. Ward, our then acting Church Treasurer, 

by members of the Lowry gang, on Saturday night, January 23, 1869. At the time of 

the murder, Brother Ward was seriously and painfully wounded, his wounds later pro- 
ducing his death. (4) 

Brother James P. Davis was later elected to replace Reuben King, and he, together 

with Henry T. Pope, Berry Godwin, and John Hill, served us as the first deacons of the 
present church. 

Those deacons who have served this church before the institution of the rotation 
system are listed as follows: 

  

  

  

   

      

   
  

    

   

    
    

   

      

  

   

  

   

      

   

  

    

  

  

    

   
    

   

   

Name Elected Died Name Elected Died 

Benjamin Freeman Nov. 1858 S. F. Caldwell_.....Sept. 12,1920 May 22, 1938 
onnpEt beens Nov. 1858 Dr. R. T. Allen._-.Sept. 12,1920 Feb. 15, 1945 
Berry Godwin. --Dec. 26, 1868 Oct. 17, 1901 Dr. H. M. Baker__. Dec. 3, 1925 Feb, 28, 1945 
Reuben King_ ~-Dec. 26, 1868 Jan. 23, 1869 E. M. Johnson. Dec. 3, 1925 Living 1955 
Henry T. Pope. Dec. 26,1868 1897 A. J. Holmes- Dec. 3, 1925 Mar. 17, 1946 
James P. Davi Nov. 28, 1869 R. A. McIntyre_ une 8, 1930 Living 1955 
Samuel Phillips____-May 27, 1876 une 8, 1930 July 7, 1944 
S. E. Ward__- May 27,1876 Mar. 14, 1888 Feb. 8, 1933 Living 1955 
W. R. Freeman. May 27, 1876 1902 Feb. 8, 1933 Living 1955 
R. D. Caldwell. Dec. 25, 1880 July 16, 1920 Oct. 8, 1938 Living 1955 
Solomon Crump. Dec. 25,1880 July _, 1892 Oct. 9, 1938 Living 1955 
Frank Gough. 1885 ‘Aug. 22, 1930 Oct. 9, 1938 Living 1955 
Jenkins Bennett_ 1885 Jan. 15, 1928 Sept. 6, 1939 Living 1955 
E. K. Proctor, Jr._.1889 Oct. 3, 1902 Oct. 9, 1939 Living 1955 
Col. T. F. Toon____July 6, 1899 1902 Oct. 9, 1939 Living 1955 
Stephen McIntyre _July 6, 1899 Oct. 18, 1925 R. A. Hedgpeth__._Oct. 9, 1939 Living 1955 
Dr. H. T. Pope_..--Nov. 9, 1899 Feb. 12, 1936 Ingram Hedgpeth Oct. 9, 1939 Living 1955 
J. A. Branch__ Jan. 23, 1903 Mar. 25, 1930 WS WES res 
William Barne: Jan. 23, 1903 1926 Hedgpeth_ -Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 
Q. T. Williams. . 23, 1903 Mar. 20, 1931 Henry Ward. -Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 

. 11, 1914 July 22, 1935 Dr. Stephen Ret 

. 11, 1914 Living 1955 MclIntyr Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 
. 8, 1919 March 13, 1947 Ed. A, All Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 
. 8, 1919 June 28, 1930 E. T. Baker_ Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 
. 8, 1919 Mar, 26, 1933 Dr. N. O. Benson __Dec. 4, 1940 Living 1955 

E. J. Britt_. . 8, 1919 Apr. 23, 1955 Edgar A. Womble_-Nov. 7, 1945 Living 1955 
C. B. Skipper -Sept. 12,1920 Aug. 1, 1939 William Best -..-..- Nov. 7, 1945 Living 1955 

In 1947, a movement was begun in our church to adopt a rotating system of electing 

deacons. There was considerable division of opinion with reference to this subject, 

but the church voted to place into effect this method of electing deacons and determining 

their tenure. Effective January 1, 1951, our deacons serve a term of four years, their 

terms being staggered so that each year four of the twenty-four constituting the board 

are retired. Under this method, no deacon who is retired from the board is permitted 

to succeed himself for a period of one year, following which he again may be returned 

to serve. Prior to the time this system went into effect, the following men constituted 

the Board of Deacons: E. T. Baker, Paul R. Blake, N. O. Benson, W. M. Best, E. J. 

Britt, F. Ertle Carlyle, R. G. Gashwell, David H. Fuller, Ingram Hedgpeth, W. C. 

Hedgpeth, R. A. Hedgpeth, O. L. Henry, E. M. Johnson, Stephen McIntyre, W. A. 

Roach, C. E. Sullivan, H. D. Ward, E. A. Allen, J. A. Martin, L. R. Varser, and R. A. 

McIntyre. 

  

(4) Lowry History, page 78. 
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Since the rotation system went into effect, the 
Board of Deacons: 

H. P. Allen 
I. M. Biggs 
Henry F. Bullock 
John E. Rankin 
J. Leroy Townsend 
W. M. Best* 
O. L. Henry* 
R. A. Hedgpeth** 

. K. Biggs, Sr. 
r. E. R. Hardin 
hn J. Hood 

- A. McIntyre** 
. E. Sullivan** 
.C. Watts s

O
r
s
o
0
s
 

  

E. T. Baker* 
Paul R. Blake* 
F. Ertle Carlyle* 
R. G. Cashwell** 
Ingram P. Hedgpeth** 
Dr. W. C. Hedgpeth** 
Dr. Stephen McIntyre* 
Henry D. Ward** 
E. A. Allen, Sr.* 
E. A. Sundy 
C. G. Townsend 
Dr. H. M. Baker, Jr. 
David H. Fuller* 
M. H. McLean, Jr. 

*Member of the Board before January 1, 1951. 
**These deacons all served 

following men have served (5) on our 

Dr. Colin P. Osborne 
L. R. Varser* 
Franklin Biggs 
E. M. Johnson* 
F. R. Bray 
John S. Gardner 
James S. Newbold 
Dr. Frank P. Ward 
Robert F. Burns 
J. D. Harris 
E. V. Prevatte 
Dr. D. E. Ward 
F. Eli Wishart 

prior to January 1, 1951, and have been twice elected to the board under the rotating 

Of those above listed, the following now compose our Board of Deacons: 
John S. Gardner 
David H. Fuller 
M. H. McLean,'Jr. 
Dr. Colin P. Osborne 
L. R. Varser 
Franklin Biggs 
R. G. Cashwell 
Ingram P. Hedgpeth 
  

*Deceased April 23, 1955. 

R. A. Hedgpeth 
E. M. Johnson 
R. A. McIntyre 
F. R. Bray 
Dr. H. M. Baker, Jr. 
Dr. W. C. Hedgpeth 
James S. Newbold 
C. E. Sullivan 

Dr. Frank P. Ward 
Robert F. Burns 
J, D. Harris 
E. V. Prevatte 
Dr, D. E. Ward 
Henry D. Ward 
F. Eli Wishart 
E. J. Britt* 

CHURCH CLERKS AND TREASURERS 
Those men who have served so faithfully and so well in the laborious tasks of man- aging our funds and keeping our records since 1855 are named as follows: 

      

   
   

     

   

    

   

  

   

  

  

   

    
   

   
    

   

  

   

   
   

    

   

      

     

  

   
    

Clerks Year Clerks Year Clerks Year 
Daniel McKeithan ~--1855 S. E. Ward____ ~-1872 Grover T. Page. 1912, Henry T. Pope_ -1856 Jesse T. Phillips_ 1876 L. R. Stephens. -1916 T. A. Norment- 1859 J. A. Thompson_ 1878 (Guion Lee rep! . Ste- Henry T. Pope. -1861 F. H. Batson 1879 phens while in service) T. A. Norment_ -1866 S. E. Ward__ 1880 W. L. Parham__ -1918 Henry L. Pope_ -1868 E. K. Proctor, Jr. 1883 Dr. R. T. Allen_ -1921 Stephen E. Ward _ -1869 Frank Gough__ 1884 Henry Ward__ -1945 A. S. Wishart___ -.-1870 Woodberry Len --1909 John Rankin__ ~1947 

Treasurers Year ‘Treasurers Year Treasurers 
Henry T. Pope_ -1858 J. A. Thompson___ ~-1880 W. A. Yost. S. EB. Ward_ -1869 Robert D. Caldwell_ 1881 James D. Proctor_ J. T. Phillips. ~1872 E. K. Proctor, Jr. Robert A. McIntyre. S$. E. Ward_ -1876 C. B. Skipper. 1896 R. G. Cashwell. Tom Higley__ ---1878 Ira J,. Pope__ ~-1896 John S. Gardner. 

CHURCH TRUSTEES 
Name Year Name Year Name Year 
James Blount. ~1853 James McNeill____ --1869 Dr. Henry T. Pope_ -1918 David Gunn__ 1853 E. K. Proctor, Jr. 1902 James D. Proctor_ -1930 Benjamin Freeman_ -1853 Frank Gough__ 1902 E. J. Britt__ -1930 Henry T. Pope___ -1853 R. D. Caldwell 1902 S. F. Caldwell -1938 John B. Thompson_ -1853 L. H. Caldwell__ 1902 R. A. McIntyre_ 1938 A.S. Wishart_ -1869 perc McIntyre. 1902 Ingram P. Hedgpeth- -1941 Berry Godwin__ -1869 Q. T. Williams____ E. M. Johnson__ 955 

  

  

     
  

(S) Robert D. Caldwell was elected as deacon o1 passed away January 4, 1951, prior to his ordination. 
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THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 

Since the beginning, our church has followed the teachings of the New Testament 
in connection with the baptism of believers and the observ: 
the part of these baptized believers. 

ance of the Lord’s Supper on 

In the early days of our church, baptismal services were held in the waters of nearby 
Lumber River. In later years, baptistries were 
and the services conducted there. 

provided in the church sanctuaries, 

Our church minutes reveal that the church has observed the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper through the years, and one of the early entries states that ‘“The church agreed 
to commemorate the Lord’s Supper on June 22, 1856 and extend a general invitation to 
the deacons of sister churches to assist in Communion Service.’’ One of the early 
Lebanon Church deacons, Brother John Smith, who later was also a deacon of the 
Antioch Church, is mentioned as one of those who officiated at this service. (1) 

References in the minutes to the appointments provided by the church for the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper give us interesting insight into the way our forebears con- 
ducted the service. In May, 1858, Charles Ivey and David Gunn were appointed to 
raise sufficient funds by subscription to purchase ‘‘communion furniture’, which in- 
cluded a wooden table and a communion service consisting of a large pewter pitcher, 
plated with silver and having hinged lid such as found on the old German steins, two 
bread trays with handles, and two half pint size communion cups. All of the members 
of the church sipped wine from one of the two goblets as they were passed among the 
congregation during the service. 

Communion services were not held at stated intervals at first. On February 26, 
1859 and in July, 1859, similar entries in the minutes say that ‘‘the Lord’s Supper was 
administered to members of this church and members of sister churches of like faith 
and order’’, and the failure to list communion services at other regular intervals is 
quite conspictious. (2) On January 21, 1860, the church in conference set apart the 
fourth Sabbath in the months of March, June, September and December, as the times 
at which thereafter the Lord’s Supper would be celebrated. (3) 

Due to changes in the church services, on March 20, 1887, the quarterly Communion 
date was changed to the third Sunday, and later to the first Sunday in January, April, 
July and October, which is the time still set aside for these services. 

In 1911, our church acquired individual communion cups for use in the Communion 
Services, and these are in use today. 

“As often as ye eat the bread and drink the cup ye do proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.” 

  
(1) Minutes, Book 1, page 39. 
(2) Minutes, Book 1, pages 46, 52 and 59. 
(3) Minutes, Book 1, page 59. 
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PRAYER MEETINGS 

“Pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

I Thess. 5:17-18 

That prayer has concerned the members of this church is displayed by the fact that continuously for one hundred years, weekly prayer services have been held. 
Lumberton Baptists did not wait for a national proclamation setting aside a day of thanksgiving. In August, 1870, it was agreed in conference to set apart the fourth Saturday in March and September of each year as days of fasting and prayer, when thanks would be returned to the Almighty for the gifts received during the year, and when petitions would be made for his further blessings, if consistent with His will. (1) 

: These special “fast and pray”’ days were timely, as March opens the planting season in this climate and September marks the harvest. 

Special services have been held on Thanksgivings and “Watchnight” services on New Year’s Eve since 1855. The nature and times of other ‘‘special prayer’’ services varied. In times of severe drought, the congregation met and prayed for rain; in times of epidemic disease, prayers were offered for the sick; in times of war, petitions for peace were made. Our people have had an abiding faith in the power of prayer, and have continuously felt that an omnipotent God answered their supplications. 

In 1878 and 1879, the young men of the church met weekly on Tuesday evenings to pray and a regular weekly prayer service for all members was held on Friday nights. At a later date, the weekly prayer service was arranged on Wednesday evenings, and this is the present time set for this purpose. ; 

: Through Prayer our advance through the years has been made possible. It has stimulated the spiritual growth of all our members. In this atomic age, we realize more than ever the need for daily contact with God, but there has never been a time when it did not concern us to make daily contact with the eternal source of spiritual power. 

  (1) Minutes, Book 1, page 115. 

  

MINISTERS ORDAINED BY OUR CHURCH 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Mark 16:15 

This church, from its origin, has encouraged and helped those who needed support 
to enter Baptist schools, and has stimulated ministerial education, both of which are 
vital parts of the Baptist program. 

Learning was never required of an individual called of God in order that he might 
be qualified to preach the gospel in the Baptist church, but our clergymen have always 
been.required to be examined and ordained by a presbytery called by the church. 

In the early years, our church may have ordained certain ministers whose ordi- 
nations are not reported in the minutes. Rev. John Gough, a brother of Deacon Frank 
Gough, is reported to have been among the first ordained. He held a pastorate in the 
Robeson Association in 1893. Rev. William B. Pope, a son of Deacon Henry T. Pope, 
was also reported to have been ordained by this church. He held a pastorate for 
years in Brunswick County, N. C., around 1884. The Pope family is one of the older 
families of our state. 

The minutes of December, 1878, state that: ‘‘Rev. John McMillan was duly or- 
dained to the full work of the ministry in the presence of Elders John Mcnroe, Haynes 
Lennon, Dugold C. McMillan, Stinson Ivey, and W. T. Jordan.”’ At that time, Rev. 
McMillan was active in Christian service here, but was given a letter of dismissal on 
January 4, 1880. (1) 

Professor R. E. Sentelle, head of the Lumberton Schools, was ordained by this church 
as a minister on December 12, 1908. Those assisting in this service were Rev. S. L. 
Morgan, Rev. I. P. Hedgpeth, and Rev. C. H. Durham. (2) Mr. Sentelle ministered 
to several churches in this area, including Ten Mile, St. Pauls, and others. 

On April 23, 1937, Archibald F. Ward, Jr., was ordained here by a presbytery con- 
sisting of Dr. James H. Franklin, Dr. E. McNeill Poteat and Dr. Charles H. Durham. 
Mr. Ward is a son of Mr. A. F. Ward and Mrs. Elizabeth Ward, a grandson of Deacon 
Stephen Ed and Mrs. Rebecca Cobb Ward, and a great grandson of Mr. Eric and Mrs. 
Emily Ward. All of these are and have been leaders in our church since it was organized, 
and two of the present members of our Board of Deacons are brothers of Mr. Ward. 
Mr. Ward’s paternal ancestor, Rev. John Bethune, was a chaplain in the Revolutionary 
War, and he is also a direct descendant of the Cobb and MeMillan families who furnished 
Robeson with outstanding ministers in the early days. 

A license to preach the gospel was issued by our church to James Alfred Martin, Jr., 
on July 31, 1935. Mr. Martin was ordained by this church on August 22, 1943, being 
examined by a presbytery consisting of Dr. Charles H. Durham, Dr. I. P. Hedgpeth, 
Dr. J. Glenn Blackburn, and others. Mr. Martin is a son of Dr. J. A. Martin and Mrs. 

  

(1) Minutes, Book 3, page 13. 
(2) Minutes, Book 5, page 88. 
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Mary Jones Martin. His father was one of our deacons, and his mother directed our 
choir for many years. 

Rev. Ed Humphrey was ordained in a special service held in our church on Sunday 
night, August 26, 1945. Mr. Humphrey’s ancestors were early ministers in our county 
and he descends from one of the earliest settlers here, Chambers Humphrey. Mr. 
Humphrey is serving as a missionary in Nigeria. 

é In more recent years, licenses to preach were issued to a number of young men, now 
in school. Among those were: R. L. Stocks, Edwin Bullock, Robert D. Caldwell, III, 
Jack Beverly Liles, Lawrence Thaddeus Prevatt, E. T. Baker, Jr., John Blake and others. 

It is fitting that we call attention here to the number of young men and women of 
our church who, although not called to the preaching ministry, have felt led of God to 
engage themselves in religious education, church music, medical missions, and other 
areas of vocational Christian service. We take pride in these, as well as in our min- 
isters, and thank God for them. 
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A GREAT CHURCH SINGS 

“Speaking to yourself in Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord.” 

Ephesians 5:19 

Since David played his harp to drive the evil from Saul’s spirit, music has directed 

man’s emotions. It kindles his love, calms his fury, marches him to war, and guides 

his thoughts toward God. All through the centuries, music has been a major part of 

religious worship, and never more so than at present. 

Congregational singing was an inspiring part of our religious services in the early 

days, when Deacon Benjamin Freeman would read from the single available hymnal, 

line by line, the words of the sacred songs, while the tiny group of worshipers sang the 

melody from their hearts without benefit of either organ or piano accompaniment. 

The first reference to hymnals in the minutes of our church is found in the record 

for March 25, 1876, when ‘‘Brother S. E. Ward presented twenty-four hymn books to 

the church, given by Brother Berry Godwin, one large Bible given for the pulpit by 

Brother W. H. Ellis and one hymn book for the pulpit given by Brother S. E. Ward.” 

(1) 

When the new church building was dedicated in 1881, the pastor, Rey. W. T. Jordan, 

read the hymns. No reference is made to an organist in the minutes for that day, but 

one of the older members now recalls the presence of a large organ in that church which 

derived its voice from a foot-treadle. (2) 

Miss Maggie French, (Mrs. A. W. McLean), was elected organist by the church in 

conference on June 27, 1900, and so far as the minutes reveal, was the first person to be 

elected for that purpose. (3) Others who served voluntarily in this and other capaci- 

ties connected with the music for our services were: Messrs. Frank Gough, Ed Freeman, 

C. B. Skipper, Woodberry Lennon and Frank Gough, Jr.; Misses Ethel Williams, Minnie 

Lennon, Margaret Ward, Rebecca Ward and Lina Gough; Mesdames R. D. Caldwell, 

R. T. Allen, H. T. Pope, L. R. Varser, J. A. Martin and M. F. Townsend. 

The lst Minister of Music was Miss Ruth Turner 1944-48. She was followed by 

Miss Lois Brooke and Mr. Joseph E. Williams. 

The first pipe organ was purchased for our church in 1910. Chimes were later given 

to our church by the families of the late Rev. R. A. Hedgpeth and Mr. W. Oscar Thomp- 

son, in their memory. 

The will of the late Mr. Shelton M. Musselwhite left a bequest of $2,500.00 to our 

church, and on January 11, 1950, the conference voted to place this money in the Organ 

Fund, and it was applied to the purchase of a new electronic organ for $4,000.00. 

  

  

(1) Minutes Book 1, page 185. 
(2) Minutes Book 2, page 58. 
(3) Minutes Book 4, page 160. 
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The present choirs and directors are: 

CHOIR DIRECTOR NUMBER OF 
VOICES 

Sanctuary Mrs. W. D. Reynolds 28 
Chapel (High School group) Mrs. W. D. Reynolds 25 
Carol (4th, 5th, 6th & 7th 

grade age group) Mrs. W. D. Reynolds 
Cherub (1st, 2nd, & 3rd 

grade age group) Mrs. B. S. Mills 
Celestial (Kindergarten) Mrs. O. L. Barnes 

During the last century, by comparison, the advances made in our music are phe - 
nomenal. Today, the well-trained voices in our five choirs would more than fill the 
seats in our first church, and any one of the five choirs would more than equal the total 
membership in 1855. 

In the worship services of today, when Mrs. Reynolds touches the organ, the voices 
of our choir, ranging from high to low, refresh the spirits and lift our hearts. We are 
grateful to the many persons, now and in the past, who have contributed to this im- 
portant part of our worship. 
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THE CHURCH BUILDINGS 

“T will build my church.” 

Matt. 16:18 

The photograph at right is of a 

church building similar in design 

and structure to the first church 

building constructed by Baptists 

in Lumberton. No photograph of 

the original building was available 

for the purpose of this history, and 
this is included in order that the 

reader might obtain an impression 

of the stark and rustic simplicity 

of that early sanctuary. 

The first church building of the 

Lumberton Baptist Church was 
built in 1854. It was built with- 

out benefit of blueprints, and was 

a small, unceiled, hip-roofed wood- 

en building. The cost was $475.00, 

and it was built by John Hays. 

Some of the details of the 

building and its appointments are 

to be found in the minutes of our church. For instance, we know it was lit by candle- 
light, for in May, 1858, a committee was appointed to raise money by subscription to 
purchase candles and candlesticks, and later a bill for a forty pound box of adamantine 
candles, at 28c per pound, was paid by the church. 

We know that it was equipped with a bell, for on February 1859, the members agreed 
that in the future, ‘‘the bell (would) be rung at sundown on Saturday of every monthly 
meeting as a signal that there will be preaching in this church at candlelight.’’ About 

1881, this bell was donated to the Sandy Grove Baptist Church, where it is still in use 
today, its tonal quality surpassing others of more recent manufacture. 

Apparently, the need for improvements and additions to the building was soon felt, 
for in March, 1859, the church agreed ‘‘that the Trustees who had been appointed to 

raise funds and superintend the building of the House of Worship for the Baptist denom- 
ination of Lumberton be now recognized by this church as the Trustees of the same and 
be clothed with all the power and authority that is invested by law in such cases made 
and provided by Act of the General Assembly,” and in August of that same year, James 
Blount, Henry T. Pope and T. A. Norment were named to make improvements about 

the church. Subscriptions of $60.00 were made to ceil the church and add a portico, 
and in the winter of 1859, James Blount donated a stove. When we realize that for several 
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years, the first members of our church apparently worshiped in winter without any heat in an unceiled building, we can understand that they were indeed ‘‘warmed by the love of God.” 

This church was located upon property given to our church by Sheriff Reuben King, by deed dated December, 1853, and registered September 18, 1869, in our county registry. This deed locates for us the site of the church building, it being for ‘“‘one acre of land near the Town of Lumberton—beside Temperance Hall lot.’”’ At this location, Baptists worshiped for some twenty-five years. Some indication of the progress of Lumberton is given by the fact that this property was at that time not within the village of Lum- berton, and today would be located on the North side of Tenth Street, West of Elm Street, and East of Water Street. 

This ‘“‘meeting house’ was sold and remodeled into a residence, and is now the present home of Mrs. J. Q. Beckwith, at 104 West 10th Street. Prior to his death, Mr. Beck- with informed us that the church once had a steeple and that where the bell cord en- tered the roof could be seen in the attic of his house. 

  

THE LUMBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
1881-1910 

The little frame church which was 
built in 1854 continued in use during the 
period of reconstruction (1865-1876), but 
the congregation and Sunday School grew 
in such numbers that on June 22, 1874, the 
subject of building a new church was in- 
troduced in the church conference. (1) A 
vote was cast on May 22, 1875, favoring 
the construction of a new church, and 
Messrs. A. S. Wishart, Henry T. Pope, 
Berry Godwin and James McNeill, Trus- 
tees, were authorized to accept a deed 
for a lot from ‘‘Mr. Giles Leith’, who 
proposed to give a lot for that purpose, 
and to draft plans and present them to 
the next meeting. (2) 

On June 26, 1875, the Trustees report- 
ed and a building committee was ap- 
pointed consisting of Berry Godwin, 

Henry T. Pope, J. S. McNeill, Dr. Warren Williams, Solomon Crump, Stephen Wiggins, 
and S. E. Ward, and to these the plan of building was referred. 

The deed from ‘‘Mr. Giles Leigh” is recorded in the registry of Robeson County, 
and its date is in accord with those found in the minutes, but no further reference is 
  (1) See deed dated June 7, 1878, Robeson County Registry. 

(2) Minutes, Book 1. 
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made in the minutes to the property location contained in this deed, nor to any report 
of this committee. 

Nothing further was done about the proposed new building until 1878, when, on 
June 17th, Mr. James McD. French and his wife executed a deed to the Trustees pre- 
viously named, conveying a lot in the center of the town, at the corner of Fifth and 
Walnut Streets. It has been stated that Mr. Berry Godwin donated this lot, and it is 
regrettable that the then Church Clerk failed to record this donation in the minutes. 

In securing this new location, the church was filled with a new determination to 
erect a modern house of worship which would be adequate for the vision of new growth 
and greater service which was in the hearts of its members. On April 26, 1879, a build- 
ing committee, authorized to let the contract and superintend the construction of a 
brick church was named. Messrs. James McD. French, Joseph A. Thompson and James 
MeNeill served on this committee. (3) 

They were authorized on May 4, 1879 to sell the old frame church and lot, and to 
use the funds received for the building of the new church. In addition, Sisters Godwin 
and Carlisle and Brother W. T. Jordan were named on November 28, 1880 as a committee 
to solicit funds for the purpose of buying ‘‘sofa, chairs, chandeliers, lamps, ete.’’ for the 
new church. (4) 

The first services were held in the new church on March 27, 1881, and it was dedi- 
cated on the third Sunday in May, 1881. (5) The clerk, in recording the minutes of 
this occasion, said: ‘‘Altogether this was a proud day for Lumberton, and was so re- 
garded by all its citizens.’ At the dedicatory service, Dr. T. H. Pritchard, President 
of Wake Forest College dedicated the building; Rev. W. T. Jordan read the hymns; 
the opening prayer was offered by Rev. Stinson Ivey, and the closing prayer was made 
by Rev. A. McA. Pittman, a son of Rev. A. R. Pittman. 

This building was erected at a cost of over $5,000.00, a princely sum in that day, 

and it remained in use for twenty-nine years. The minutes record an expression of 

appreciation from the Presbyterian Church of Lumberton for its use during the time their 
church was undergoing repairs. (6) 

After the present church building was constructed in 1910, the building was used 
for a number of purposes. On November 14, 1915, it was turned over to the Young 
Men’s Baraca Class to be fitted up as a gymnasium and reading room, with this class 
to assume the financial responsibility for doing this. 

The records tell us that on December 29, 1915, the electric chandeliers then in the 

old church were given to the Baptist church at Red Springs, N. C., and that the water 

heater then in the old church’s basement was to be lent to the Baraca Class to be used 

in connection with their Reading Room and Gymnasium. 

On December 16, 1917, a sale of this building and the lot upon which it was located 

was confirmed to Mrs. A. W. McLean at a price of $2,150.00. At the same time, the 

church voted to pay debts of $1,550.00 on its parsonage and $275.00 on the West Lum- 

berton Baptist Church, so the proceeds were wisely used. 

Soon after this sale, this building was converted into the Mclean Apartments, and 

may be seen on the corner of Fifth and Walnut Streets today. 

  

(3) Minutes, Book 3, page 6. 
(4) Minutes, Book 3, page 24. 
(5) Minutes, Book 2, page 56, 58. 
(6) Minutes, Book 5, page 112.  



  

  

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LUMBERTON 

1910-1954 

Lumberton’s population increased, economic conditions improved, the Baptist 
Church thrived, the Sunday School flourished and the modern brick church which was 
dedicated in 1881 was not adequate to seat the congregation in 1907. The problem of 
additional space was discussed in conference on May 1, 1907, and the Trustees were 
again asked to make recommendations with respect to accommodating the member- 
ship. They reported on May 15, 1907, asking all members to make financial preparation 
for the erection of a new house of worship. Following the harvest season of that year, a 
prospective drawing of a proposed new building was presented by Mr. Charlie B. Skip- 
per, and on November 7, 1907, the members subscribed $18,000.00 for the new sanctutary. 
A committee was appointed to select a lot, to confirm the plans, and to collect the funds, 
consisting of Messrs. K. M. Biggs, R. D. Caldwell, L. H. Caldwell, Stephen McIntyre, 
C. B. Skipper, E. J. Britt, Frank Gough, John P. McNeill, Q. T. Williams and John T. Biggs. (1) 

On November 27, 1908, the Trustees purchased a lot on the corner of Walnut and 
Sixth Streets at a price of $2,000.00, and on March 31, 1909, the church voted to erect 
the new building at a cost of $25,000.00. ‘The 290 members who had entered the sub- 
scription in 1907 were asked to pay one-fifth of their subscriptions by June 1, 1909. In 
December, 1909, the church had an overdraft at the bank of $600.00, the reason given 
in our minutes being that the quality of materials used in the construction of the church 
was excellent, and therefore had cost more than originally planned. Those of us who 
  (1) Minutes, Book 5, pages 70, 71, 90. 

  

have been recently disturbed by the problem of raising funds for our extensive remodeling 
program might take heart from this. 

Our pastor, Rey. Charles H. Durham, together with Mr. C. B. Skipper and Mr. 
Frank Gough, were named to purchase a pipe organ on April 13, 1910, and John T. Biggs, 
John P. McNeill and L. H. Caldwell, merchants of our city, were asked to purchase the 
carpet. 

The first services were held in the completed building on Thanksgiving day, 1910, 
and the dedicatory service was held on May 5, 1918. The completed building, including 
its furnishings, had cost $42,000.00, and our people were very proud of their new house 
of worship. The dedicatory sermon was delivered by Rey. C. H. Durham, and the 
opening and closing prayers were offered by Rev. George J. Dowell and Rey. I. P. 
Hedgpeth. 

INTERIOR OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LUMBERTON 

1910-1954 

“A glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without wrinkle.” 

Ephesians 5:27 

  

  

      

  
  

  

    

  

    
  

  

  

    
  

  

    
  
  

Our church has not always been spotless, but the interior of this sanctuary made 
significant spiritual impressions upon all who worshipped here. The pulpit, the bap- 
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tistry, the choir, the golden pipes of the organ, the oak furniture, the pronounced green 
in the carpet, the soft cream walls, the pale shades of brown in the mosaic moldings 
and two beautiful pictures of the Christ are now happy memories of what was to our 
people a glorious place to worship. 

The pictures, which hung on either side of the pulpit and choir, were given to our 
church by one of our members, Mrs. Margaret French McLean. They were repro- 
ductions of two famous originals, one inspired by Luke 22:39-44, depicting Christ in 
Gethsemane, and the other being inspired by Revelations 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock.” A mural genius of German birth, Mr. C. Melch, with his Master’s 
help, put feeling into these paintings which furnished a sacred atmosphere to our services 
for forty years. The artist surely believed that Christ ‘‘withdrew and prayed... 
and there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven strengthening him’’, for Mr. Melch 
would not paint a stroke if there were spectators present. After climbing upon the 
scaffold from which he painted, the artist also bowed his head in silent prayer before he 
attempted to brush upon the walls of our church the lovely portrayals of Christ. 

When the seating capacity of our sanctuary was required to be again enlarged in 
1954, and plans were made for the remodeling for that prupose, it was with sincere re- 
gret that our people found that the walls upon which these pictures were painted had 
to be moved and that the pictures could not be preserved. 

Some minor changes and additions were made to the main church building between 
1910 and 1954, but the principal expenditures recorded in the minutes during that period 
are for maintenance. 

Our church ground were never landscaped until 1923. Prior to that time, the grounds 
were cleaned off each fall and spring by members of the congregation who came to cut 
the growth of weeds, and to rake and sweep the sanded lawn clean. In 1923 and 1924, 
Mrs. F. K. Biggs and Mrs. H. M. Baker volunteered to do the foundation planting of 
the main church building, and since that time, these two have served almost contin- 
uously on the ground committee. 

Mr. Theodore Pope planted the front of the Educational Building about 1930, and 
about 1939, Mr. Robert D. Caldwell, Jr., who was then chairman of the Works Projects 
Administration for Robeson County, arranged for W. P. A. labor under the supervision 
of Mrs. Biggs and Mrs. Baker, for grading and leveling the grounds, planting grass, 
and to re-set shrubbery which was donated by members of the congregation. Mr. H. 
B. Wilson, late of Washington, D. C., who at that time maintained a residence here, 
donated some beautiful crepe myrtle bushes, and many others contributed in this man- 
ner. 

| When the Children’s Building was completed in 1950, Mrs. Biggs was ready with 
some ten or twelve boxwoods which had been rooted in 1935 for use on the church 
grounds, and Mr. and Mrs. Walter Blackmon contributed twelve large azaleas to grace 
this building. 

The Hirst Baptist Chuech of Dionberton 

1955 

  

      
  
  

      
  

          
  

  

      

    

  

  

 



  

  

NEW SANCTUARY—1955 

This is the Sanctuary made ready for our Centennial Celebration. Its construction 
has increased the seating capacity for our worship services from 750 to 1100, thus enab- 
ling us to include more of our great church family in the public worship of God. 

Our Building Committee has led us in the construction of a beautiful as well as a 
spacious, air conditioned Sanctuary. It is Georgian in style, with its antique glass 
windows, deep red carpet, walnut pews with white box ends, cloister gray walls and 
colonial white woodwork, where all will be privileged to worship in the beauty of holi- 
ness. The Building Committee has been composed of R. A. Hedgpeth, Jr., Chairman; 
J. Leroy Townsend; F. K. Biggs, Sr.; H. P. Allen; Mrs. R. A. McIntyre (1952-1953); 
Mrs. E. R. Hardin (1953-1955); and Miss Lina Gough. In July of 1954, upon recom- 
mendation of the Women’s Missionary Union, Mrs. H. M. Baker, Sr., Mrs. E. M. Hen- 
derson and Mrs. J. N. Britt were asked to serve in an advisory capacity “‘in selecting 
interior decorations.” All of these have worked faithfully and diligently. 

At this writing the new Sanctuary is nearing completion and by the time of our 
centennial week, will be occupied by our church. During the time of construction all 
worship services have been held in the Auditorium of the Lumberton High School. 
The attendance has shown an increase during the months, likewise the additions to the 
membership, and the offerings have moved up. This has been a successful test of the 
“ties that bind our hearts in Christian love.” 

The Building Fund Committee had as its chairman for 1952-1953, John Hood; and 
for 1954, M. H. McLean, Jr. In 1955, the Building Fund was made a part of the church 
budget. More than half of the needed $230,000 will have been raised by the time of 
the completion of the building and arrangements have been made to borrow the balance 
and pay back in annual installments. This bank note has been underwritten by our 
people. 

We now worship in the fourth new Sanctuary built since 1855. We thank God for 
it and will use it to glorify His name, to invite people to accept His Son as Saviour, and 
to inspire His followers to become more Christ-like. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

In 1926, our Sunday School had complete- 
ly outgrown the space provided for it at the 
rear of the 1910 church building. The 
Trustees were asked to make plans for the 
erection of a new and separate building for 
the religious education of our people. They 
reported recommending that the old wooden 
parsonage, then located on the south side of 
the church lot, be razed, and that the new 

Sunday School Building be erected there. 
A building committee consisting of K. M. 
Biggs, L. H. Caldwell, E. J. Britt, Frank 
Gough and L. R. Varser, with W. A. Roach 

Epucational Bum.pInG 1928 as its Treasurer, was appointed, and the 
work was begun. In 1928, the old parson- 

age, then valued at $10,000.00, was torn down, and it was replaced with a three story 

brick building containing eighteen rooms, valued at $35,000.00. Our church was re- 

quired to become heavily indebted in order to construct this building, and the inter- 
vening depression years caused this debt to be a heavy burden for a while; however, 
with definite help from God, and under His leadership, this obligation was discharged 
on April 3, 1940, and this building continues to be of great use in carrying on the work of 
our church. 

Realizing a further need for expansion in 
the Sunday School, the church in conference 
on February 13, 1946, appointed a building 
committee consisting of J. Leroy Townsend, 
chairman, W. M. Best, treasurer, W. A. 

Roach, F. K. Biggs, Dennis W. Biggs, J. F. 
Starling, R. A. McIntyre and Mrs. H. M. 

Baker and Mrs. J. N. Britt, to make plans 

for additional space for this department. On 
October 9, 1946, this committee employed 
Mr. James B. Urquhart, of Columbia, S. C., 
an architect, together with Mr. Walter H. 
Thomas, of Philadelphia, Pa., as consultant, 
to prepare the plans for the new building. 
When these were completed, Mr. W. M. 

Burney, a local contractor, was employed to construct the building. 

‘THE CHILDREN’S BUILDING 

This building was erected on a lot to the rear of the main church building, and facing 

on Seventh Street, which was presented to the church as a memorial to the late Kenneth 

Murchison Biggs and his wife, Mrs. Mamie Duckett Biggs, by the Biggs family. 

49  



  

The building has become known as the ‘“‘Children’s Building’, and was erected in 
1949 at a cost of $100,000.00. It provides facilities for some 600 children, from babies 
to twelve-years-olds, and is used extensively in the children’s work of the church. This 
building was dedicated in special services held on October 15, 1950. 

As our Sunday School and church kept 
growing, more and more space was needed 
to house us. On June 16, 1954, the Trustees 
authorized the purchase of the former home 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Stephen McIntyre, 
located on the southeast corner of Sixth and 
Walnut Streets, from J. Leroy Townsend 
and R. A. Hedgpeth, at a purchase price of 
$22,150.00. Prior to this purchase, Mr. 
Townsend and Mr. Hedgpeth had made this 
building available to our Sunday School at 
low cost, and it was purchased from them 
for the exact amount of their investment. 
This residence building has been converted Tur Caurcu ANNEX 
and is now being used by two department of 

the Sunday School, one department of the Baptist Training Union, by the Boy Scout 
Troop, for youth gatherings, and other activities. 

THE HOMES OF OUR PASTORS 

Elders Lennon, Conoly, Elias Johnson and A. R. Pitman, four of the early pastors 

of this church, also served other churches at the same time they ministered to us. They 

were not residents of Lumberton, and therefore for some years, no residence was re- 

quired by our church for its pastor. Following these four, seven ministers accepted 

calls to this church, remained here for short periods and accepted calls elsewhere. 

During the period from 1878 to 1887, the church employed a pastor and gave him board. 

Later, it became the policy of the congregation to pay the pastor an annual salary of 

$700.00 and to allow him an additional $60.00 per year for the rental of a residence. 

Naturally, the homes available for rent for $5.00 per month were not elegant; they were 

small, warmed in winter by fireplaces and affection, lighted by oil lamps, and air-con- 

ditioned by the cracks. 

Experience taught our people that a sermon began in the parsonage, and that to a 

degree, the pastor’s period of service and the opportunity of securing able men to lead 

us depended upon the facilities offered. The first reference in the minutes to this prob- 

lem is dated July 24, 1902, when a plan for building a parsonage was discussed and ‘‘a 

resolution to borrow a sum not exceeding $1,500.00 for the purpose of erecting a house to 

be occupied by the pastor’’ was passed. 

On July 31, 1902, Brother E. K. Proctor 

and his partner, George B. McLeod offered 

to give one-half acre of land in their North 

Lumberton property to the church, for the 

purpose of erecting a pastor’s residence. 

Brother Proctor died on October 3, 1902, 

and on October 9, 1902, the minutes tell us 

that the church voted, because of the dis- 

tance of the lot offered from the church 

building, to select a lot on East Fifth Street, 

then valued at $400.00, and agreed to raise 

funds by subscription to buy it. Upon this 

property was erected our first parsonage. 

Entries in our minutes from time to time 

relating to repairs and improvements to this 

dwelling tell interesting stories of the improvement in living standards felt in our com- 

munity. For instance, in May, 1906, there is an entry stating that a deep pump was 

put down at the parsonage; on May 15, 1907, while the church was being repaired and 

painted, the pastor’s home and its fence were painted; in November, 1908, a report to 

the church showed a total indebtedness of $710.00 for water works and remodeling, 

and there is an entry in March, 1909, that the church raised $400.00 to erase all debts 

THE First PARSONAGE 

on the parsonage.  



  

In 1913, the First Baptist Church pur- 
chased the W. S. McDiarmid residence lo- 
cated on the corner of Walnut and facing 
Sixth Street, and this dwelling was in use as 
our parsonage for some fourteen years. This 
house was torn down in 1928 and replaced 
with the Educational Building. Fora short 
time, the pastor lived in the W., I. Linkhaw 
house at Third and Water Streets. This 
has been replaced with business property. 

The Baptists in Lumberton were im- 
pressed (1921-1927) with a growing need for 
space in the Sunday School, and at the 
same time, they realized a new parsonage 
was a dire necessity. The depression sharp- 
ly reduced all building programs, and our 
church was too hard pressed financially to 
erect two much-needed buildings. Our 
pastor, Dr. Durham, apprehended the in- 
tensity of the church’s problems and offered 
to buy his own home. His offer was ac- 
cepted, and it made possible the erection of 
the Educational Building in 1928, Dr. and 
Mrs. Durham purchased their home on Sixth 
Street in 1928, and there he lived until his 
death in 1951. At present, the home is occupied by his widow, the beloved “Mother Sadie’? Durham. 

When Dr. Durham retired and became our 
pastor emeritus in 1941, it became necessary 
to find a home for our new minister, Dr. J. 
Glenn Blackburn. Our Trustees purchased 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. David Fuller, 
at 1705 N. Walnut Street for a purchase 
price of $8,750.00, plus the assumption of a 
deferred paving assessment not then due for 
payment. In 1951, the church resold this 
property to Mr. and Mrs. Fuller, and it is 
now occupied by them as their residence. 

Tue Home or Dr. AND Mrs. 
C. H. DurHAM 

THE PARSONAGE 
1941-1953 

THE Pastor’s Home Topay 

  

The present parsonage of our church is a 

modern brick, two-story residence of co- 

lonial architecture, located at the corner of 

Walnut and Twentieth Streets. It was 

built in 1952, with two of our members, C. 

Guy Townsend and Willie D. Linkhaw, 

supervising the construction. Mr. Hollis 

I. Ivey, Architect, of Lumberton, pre- 

pared the plans, and the estimate finished 

cost of this residence was $27,000.00. 

 



    

OUR SPIRITUAL CHILDREN 

God has directed the missionary vision in our congregation in such manner that 
Baptists have expanded in Lumberton, so that five other Baptist churches have been 
organized from our church. As our town and its Baptist population expanded, these 
churches have become independent parts of our city’s religious life. They are: 

1. The Sandy Grove Baptist Church, organized in 1873. 
2. The East Lumberton Baptist Church, organized in 1907. 
3. The West Lumberton Baptist Church, organized in 1915. 
4. The North Lumberton Baptist Church, organized in 1918. 

5. The Godwin Heights Baptist Church, organized in 1953. 

Prior to 1865, it was customary that 

colored slaves should join the churches of 

the white people, and many colored people 

were members of our church. After the 
Emancipation Proclamation, and at the end 

of the War Between the States, although 

money was scarce, the leaders of our church 

prayerfully advised those who had freedom 

for the first time and helped them to ad- 

just their religious life in their own church. 
This movement involved a considerable 
sacrifice to our congregation, for at the 

time, this church was unable to pay the 

salary of its own pastor. The efforts of Sanpy Grove Baptist CHURCH 
both races in the adjustments required dur- 

ing this period displayed a deep felling of love on the part of both the white and colored 
people. 

The minutes of our church reveal that twenty colored members worshiped along 
with their ‘“‘white folks’’ from 1855 to 1872. During the period following the War, from 
1865 to 1871, many problems faced the two races, and the fact that the two continued to 
worship together here during that time is indicative that when the organization of the 
church for the colored people was undertaken, it was done with the approval of both 
races. ‘This was done in 1873. (1) 

Prior to that time, our minutes of 1871 state that ‘“This church recommends to its 
delegates to favor the Home Mission Program for the colored populatidn in the bounds 
of the Robeson Union.’ This was evidently the beginning of the great work of Negro 
Baptists in this county. 

On October 12, 1873, Sandy and Rachel Smith, Emanuel Fulmore, and Erick and 
Florence Cobb, together with others, were granted letters of dismissal to join a colored 

  

(1) Minutes, Book 1, page 125. 

  

church to be organized at ‘‘Sandy’s Grove.’’ The name of this new church indicates 
that Sandy Smith probably had to do with its organization. 

In 1949, the Sandy Grove Baptist Church had grown to the point that it spent 
$60,000.00 in remodelling their church building, increasing the value of its church prop- 

erty to $100,000.00. Its present Sunday School Enrollment is 509, and its budget for 
the year 1955 is $11,067.57. _Its present church officers are : Rev. W. D. Burton, Pastor, 
R. L. Hardin, Secretary, and A. L. Spearman, Chairman of the Budget Committee. 

About 1895-1900, the textile industry 
came to Lumberton, bringing employees 
who lived in villages adjacent to the tex- 
tile plants. These were out of the city 
limits of Lumberton, and quite some dis- 

tance from established churches. Because 
of the inconvenience resulting from the prob- 

lem of transport to nearby churches, our 

Baptist people felt it a privilege to organize 
Sunday Schools and missions in these vil- 

lages. At a meeting of our deacons on 

September 24, 1900, a meeting house for the 

villagers of East Lumberton was proposed. 
East LUMBERTON Baptist CHURCH (2) Prior to that time, our church had 

sponsored a mission in that community. 

Subsequently, in the church conference of January 22, 1902, our pastor, Dr. C. H. Dur- 

ham, spoke about the work at East Lumberton, and requested that our members con- 

tact Mr. Frank Gough, chairman of a committee to collect funds to build a house of 

worship in East Lumberton, and stated that work on the building was to begin at once. 

(3) 

The following month, February 1902, our church adopted a resolution to build and 

dedicate a house of worship in East Lumberton, and to accept this program as a part of 

our work, with a Sunday School to be organized and religious services to be conducted in 

the East Lumberton building. (3) On March 30, 1902, Mr. Gough and Mr. William 

Barnes were chosen as Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent, respectively, of 

the proposed Sunday School at East Lumberton, which was to begin on April 6, 1902. 

(4) On April 19, 1903, Dr. Durham held a week of meetings at the East Lumberton 

Chapel, at which several persons were converted and joined the church there. From 

this Sunday School and mission grew the East Lumberton Church, which was organized 

and endorsed by our church in a service by Rev. J. M. Fleming, assisted by Dr. Durham, 

at 3:00 P.M., February 17, 1907. 

Among those first granted letters from this church to join the new East Lumberton 

Church were: Mrs Martha Brisson; Miss Harriet Brisson; Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Smith; 

Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Edmund; Mr. and Mrs. John L. McPhail; Sarah, Emma and Nancy 

McPhail; Mr. Columbus Crump; Mrs. Lilly Nance; Lillian Nance; Mr. and Mrs. Grover 

Tyson; Mr. and Mrs. Alex Wilkinson, and later, several others. (5) 

On October 23, 1907, our church agreed in conference that a deed for the lot pur- 

chased in 1902, and the chapel building in East Lumberton would be made to the church 
  

) Minutes, Book 5, page 4. 
) Minutes, Book 5, page 6. 
) Minutes, Book 5, page 8. 
) Minutes, Book 5, Church Roll. 
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there. Later on, this little chapel building was replaced by an excellent brick building 
and this church is now doing a great work. The East Lumberton Church was admitted 
to membership in the Robeson Baptist Association and declared an independent church 
on October 29, 1907. 

The 1954 report of the congregation at East Lumberton reveals that it now has 858 
members and that contributions for all objects in 1954 amounted to $56,432.19. The 
present pastor is Rey. B. M. Glisson. 

The minutes of our church of November 
27, 1908, contain the following entry: ‘‘As 
a result of Revival Meeting held by Brother 
Paul during the past week at West Lum- 
berton, 9 members were added to the Lum- 
berton Baptist Church.’’ (6) The follow- 
ing year, our church appointed officers for a 
Sunday School at West Lumberton, with 
Mr. James S. Barnes as Superintendent, and 
Misses Lillian Proctor and Annie Ruth 
Caldwell as teachers. (7) About two years 
later, March 30, 1910, Mr. Jenkins Bennett 
made a deed of gift to the Lumberton Bap- 
tist Church for a lot upon which our church West LUMBERTON Baptist CuuRcH 
was to erect a chapel for the West Lum- 
berton people, and our church thereupon named a committee to build this building. 
The building committee consisted of Messrs. K. M. Biggs, J. A. Branch, James Barnes, 
and Jenkins Bennett. (8) Mr. Biggs reported to the conference on July 20, 1910, that 
the total cost of the building was $740.00. (9) 

On October 10, 1915, our pastor, Dr. Charles L. Greaves, spoke to the conference 
concerning the need of churches at both West Lumberton and North Lumberton, and 
stated that it was the duty of the Lumberton Baptist Church to establish places of 
worship convenient for its members without transportation, so they could feel keener 
interest in the church. Two months later, on December 10, 1915, letters of dismissal 
from our church to unite with the proposed West Lumberton church were granted to 
Mr. Jenkins Bennett and Mrs. Dovie Bennett; Mr. J. A. Barnes and Mrs. Mary L. Barnes; 
Mr. J. A. Singletary, and Ada, Ora, Sallie and Clegg Singletary; Mrs. Lizzie Graves; 
Mrs. Lena Alexander; Mr. Emory Musselwhite and Mrs. Ola Musselwhite. Others were 
given letters later, and at conference on January 19, 1916, Mr. Frank Gough reported 
that the West Lumberton church had been organized. 

The West Lumberton Baptist Church was dedicated on Sunday, May 5, ,1918, at 
3:30 P.M., in a service conducted by Rev. G. J. Dowell. He had assisted in the ded- 
icatory service of the new First Baptist Church on the morning of that day, and so two 
of the greatest forward steps in our work were taken on the same day. 

Although we had organized the West Lumberton Baptist Church as an independent 
church many years before, due to an oversight, the title to the property upon which it 
is located was never transferred to its Trustees until January 11, 1948, when, in order to 
  

(6) Minutes, Book 5, pages 79 and 83. 
(7) Minutes, Book 5, page 98. 
(8) Minutes, Book 5, page 104. 
(9) Minutes, Book 5, page 104. 

correct the error, our Trustees were authorized to execute a deed for this purpose. 

This church, while smaller than the East Lumberton Church, is rendering valuable 

service in the area which it serves. It now has a membership of 240 persons, under the 

leadership of Rev. E. L. Coleman, pastor. In 1954, its total contributions reached a 

level of $6,031.00. 

Soon after the establishment of the Sun- 
day Schools in East and West Lumberton, 

a Bible class was begun in North Lumber- 

ton, and here too, a church soon grew. The 

minutes of our conference of October 10, 

1915, tell that our then pastor, Dr. Charles 

Greaves, impressed our congregation with 

the need for a house of worship at North 

Lumberton, and thereafter, on December 

10, 1915, letters of dismissal from our church 

to unite with a proposed North Lumberton 

church were granted to Mr. and Mrs. Alex 

McDuffie and their children, Alex, Jr., and 

Sallie McDuffie; Mr. Millard Ross, W. W. 

Tula and Eliza Ross; Mr. and Mrs. W. P. 

Pridgen; Bertha Hardy; Nathan Foley; Miss Ida Graves, and Fannie Hayes. Later 

others left our church to join this group in the new church. Our records reveal that 

Rey. W. R. Davis held revival meetings in the North and West Lumberton communiteis, 

which influenced many to unite with these churches at about that time. By January 

10, 1916, Mr. Frank Gough was able to report to hte conference that the North Lum- 

berton Baptist Church had been organized, and on April 6, 1918, the Trustees of our 

church purchased a site for the North Lumberton Church from A. W. McLean, at a 

price of $500.00. One of our deacons, Mr. Luther H. Caldwell, was one of the organizers 

of the Sunday School at North Lumberton, and was most active in the establishment 

of this church and in its work, until his death July 22, 1935. He taught Sunday School 

there for 16 years. 

  

THE NortH LUMBERTON 

Baptist CHURCH 

On April 4, 1948, our Trustees executed a deed to the Trustees of the North Lum- 

berton Church for the property upon which this congregation worships, thus finally 

breaking the last official connection and making the North Lumberton church entirely 
independent. This church now has 184 members, led by Rev. J. C. Halliburton, pastor. 

In 1954, its financial program produced total contributions amounting to $7,627.45, 

 



  
  

GODWIN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH 

For some time members of our church 
had been discussing the need for a Baptist 
Church in the new and rapidly growing area 
of Lumberton known as Godwin Heights. 
On July 19, 1953, our church set up a special 
committee to work ‘‘in connection with the 
establishment of a new church or churches 
in our surrounding area.’’ This committee 
worked with similar committees from all 
other Baptist churches in Lumberton with the Associational Missionary, Rev. An 1D) 
Barnette, serving as Chairman. Our church was selected by this larger committee as 
the sponsoring agency for the new organization to be established in Godwin Heights. 

On Sunday, December 13, 1953, the new church was organized. Our pastor preached, 
the articles of faith were read, and those desiring to become charter members of the 
new church were aked to place their names on the new roll. Thirty-eight people came 
forward, twenty-one of these from our church. All together, considering later additions, 
there were 168 charter members. 

On December 16, 1953, a resolution was presented to our church in conference that 
we “look with favor upon the organization of the newly organized church group and 
pledge to them the moral and spiritual support of our membership.’”’ In that year that 
followed, forty-two other members of our church transferred their letters to the now 
named Godwin Heights Baptist Church in order that they might assist in forming the 
nucleus of the new fellowship. Rev. H. W. Baucom served as the first pastor of the 
church. Rey. John Poe is the present pastor. Property for the church has been se- 
cured on the corner of Godwin Avenue and 7th Street Road. During 1954 our church 
contributed $6,000.00 from the ‘‘miscellaneous missions fund’’ toward the purchase of 
this property. The first year of the new church’s history their total income from all 
sources amounted to $33,477.35. They now have 316 members with some 300 in regular 
attendance at the Sunday School and 105 in Training Union. The above photograph 
is of ‘The Hut,” a temporary building which is being used for all services of the church 
except Sunday services. All Church worship services will continue to be held in the 
Rowland-Norment School until the plans for the new building are realized. 

  

LOCAL MISSIONS 

““ Ve shall be witnesses unto me.“ 

Acts 1:8 

Our church has continuously attempted to carry out the missionary purpose of Christ, 

The early minutes reveal that financial assistance was given to several growing churches 

and mission centers. 

On January 2, 1898, consideration was given to the organization of a mission among 

the people living on the West side of Lumber River along the Lovett Road, engl @ com- 

mittee consisting of Col. T. F. Toon, chairman, and Messrs. W. W. Carlyle, E. K. Proc- 

tor, A. S. Wishart, E. B. Freeman, and W. W. Singletary were appointed for that pur- 

pose. (1) Another light thrown on the work in those days is taken from the minutes 

of January 12, 1916, when Brother T. F. Barnes asked that he be mele cd of the work of 

this church among the Indians near Lumberton, and Messrs. W. Pink Barker and J. 

A. Branch were authorized to take over this work in his stead. In addition, our church 

has over the years made contributions to several small churches in aiding them to pay 

a pastor, and the church is presently making annual contributions to the Indian Orphan- 

age at Pembroke. (2) 

At a site on the Elizabethtown highway, 

donated by Dr. Horace M. Baker in 1929, 

is built Bethel Baptist Church, which was 

constructed from materials salvaged from 

the old parsonage at Sixth and Walnut 

Streets, and donated for this purpose by 

our congregation. This church has con- 

tinuously been interested in the operations 

of Bethel, and has contributed to its support. 
  

A small mission called ‘‘Pope’s Cross 

Roads’’ was a favorite object of our church 

for a number of years. The community 

and the mission there have grown and there 

is now a thriving church there, the site for 

which was donated by Mr. Haynes Wilcox. Among other churches mentioned in our 

records were the Red Springs, St. Pauls, and Sand Hills Baptist Churches. 

BETHEL Baptist CHURCH 

In more recent years, a residence in South Lumberton has been used by the Baptists 

of Lumberton in which to hold services of worship for groups living there who are not 

affiliated with any church. For a number of years, Mr. C. E. Sullivan has done an in- 

valuable work in supervising this mission, and many of our young people have shared 

the rich experience of doing their initial work in Christian service in this place. 

  

1) Minutes, Book 4, page 52. =: 
5 Tn 1955, $800.00 is included in our budget, for this purpose. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

First Baptist Church of Lumberton 

The value of a Sunday School cannot be told in dollars and cents, nor in numbers. 
It is impossible in this life to estimate the value of an institution whose main business 
is to teach God’s Word and lead men and women, boys and girls, into spiritual develop- 
ment and in Christian activity and Christ-like living. One hundred years of such ser- 
vice cannot be summed up in terms used in summing up a business institution. The 
Sunday School is the teaching agency of the church. The Bible is its textbook. The 
teachers are men and women who have accepted the teachings of the textbook and have 
dedicated their lives to the Master teacher, and their talents to be used in leading people 
to know and serve Him. 

The First Baptist Church of Lumberton has every reason to rejoice in the record 
made in this department of its work. There would be a long, long list if we could call 
to mind the many who have found the way of eternal life through its channels. 

The first Sunday School class organized in our church was on the fourth Sunday in 
February, 1859, when it was agreed by the church that the first lesson was to be recited 
on that day at ten and one-half o’clock. On January 25, 1875, Reverend J. F. McMillan, 
H. T. Pope and Dr. Warren Williams were appointed a committee to draft plans and 
resolutions for the connection of the Sunday School with the church. 

The Robeson Baptist Association was organized in 1883. In its first report to the 
Association in 1884, the Sunday School reported an enrollment of 125, with ten officers 
and teachers. In 1890 enrollment of 194 with 23 officers and teachers; 1894 enrollment 
of 160 with 18 officers and teachers; 1930 enrollment of 823 with 83 officers and teachers; 
1945 enrollment of 995 with 96 officers and teachers and 1955 enrollment of 2000 with 
182 officers and teachers. 

From the above tabulation it will be seen that the growth has been continuous, 
not only in enrollment but that the ratio of ten pupils to one teacher or officer has been 
practically followed through the years, which as our Sunday School Board sets forth is 
the proper ratio. 

It is a matter of unusual interest that we have had as General Superintendents men 
who have given long years of devoted service. From 1855 to 1884 there seems to be 
no record from which we can know who the General Superintendents were, but since 
1884, a period of sixty-five years or more, only five men have shared this honor: W. R. 
Freeman, 1884-1894*; R. D. Caldwell, 1894-1918; E. J. Britt, 1918-1940; H. D. Ward, 
1940-1941; and Ingram P. Hedgpeth, 1941-1955. 

It is also of unusual interest that Mr. W. L. Parham, Sr., became assistant church 
literature librarian in 1914 under the direction of L. Rexford Stephens, who was at that 
time librarian and served in this capacity until Mr. Stephens entered the services of 
his country in 1918 when Mr. Parham succeeded Mr. Stephens and is still serving in that 
capacity today. 

  

*No photograph of Mr. Freeman could be located. 

  

  
  
  

IncRaM P. W. L. 

HEDGPETH PARHAM, SR. 

12. 1D), E. J. Brirr 

CaLDWELL 

The Sunday School has followed the leadership of our denominational plans and 

our Sunday School experts. It has been loyal and generous to all denominational 

causes. Especially since 1900 it has shown a very devoted interest in the orphanage 

and has given many thousands of dollars to its support. In 1911 it had the distinction, 

according to an editorial in one of our papers, of giving more to the Baptist Orphanage 

at Thomasville “than any other Sunday School in the world gives to a similar insti- 

tution.” The editorial writer stated that this statement had been made several times 

and had never been challenged. 

The growth of the Sunday School has made it necessary to enlarge our plant from 

time to time. In 1928, the Educational Building was erected, giving additional space 

for several departments and classes. In 1950 the Children’s Building was added. This 

building housed all children through the Junior Department. In 1954 the McIntyre 

home was purchased and in it we have our Young People’s Department. 

All of this program has not just happened. It has come about because of the wise 

planning and fine cooperation of pastors, superintendents, officers and teachers of the 

Sunday School. We would not forget the work of enlistment by members of classes 

and departments under the leadership of class and department officers. It has come 

about by the united effort of all these forces. 

 



  
  

  

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

2 Timothy 2:15 

The Baptist Young People’s Union of America, an independent organization not 
fostered by any Baptist body, was formed at Chicago in July, 1891. Although unions 
had already begun to function in some Southern churches, and some states were holding 
conventions, the Southern Baptist Convention did not look with a great deal of favor 
on the B. Y. P. U. of America. This attitude was due largely to the fact that the 
organization was independent in nature. Dr. W. W. Barnes, in the book The Southern 
Baptist Convention, 1845-1953, states that it was _ _ _ “winning the young people of the 
churches that were allied with the Convention.”’ Also the convention felt it was not in 
position at that time to take in a B. Y. P. U. as an auxiliary to itself. 

The movement gained strength, year by year. ‘Those interested met in the First 
Baptist Church of Atlanta on November 21, 1895, and discussed the matter again. The 
final steps in organizing the young people of the Southern Baptist Convention came about 
in May, 1896, in Washington, D. C. Not too closely tied to the ‘Convention at first, 
the new organization became more closely connected as the years went by. 

North Carolina, one of the first states to organize its young people, held its first 
annual meeting in Durham, N. C., in 1910. Early records indicate training union activi- 
ty in various churches of Robeson County about this time. For instance, there were 
eight unions in existence in 1915, even before the organization of the Associational 
B. Y. P. U. had taken place. One of our own leaders, Dr. Horace Mitchel Baker, Sr., 
formed the Robeson Associational B. Y. P. U. in 1919, the first organization of its kind 
in North Carolina. 

Dr. Baker, who was President (that office is now called Director) from 1919 to 1938, 
was given the following tribute by Rev. A. P. Stephens at the Associational Meeting 
in 1923: 

“The success of the union is due, in no little measure, to the relentless efforts of 
the Association’s President, Dr. H. M. Baker, a busy surgeon, who finds time to 
further the interests of our Lord’s Kingdom in a great way.” 

There were others of the Lumberton Church who contributed to the growth and 
strength of training union work of Robeson. Among those who served as Associational 
Directors were R. P. Blake and Edgar A. Womble. Along with the individual leaders, 
the church produced unions that were leaders in themselves. ‘The church was com- 
mended for leading out in establishing other unions. In 1922, Dr. Baker made this state- 
ment: 

“ANI the organization work of the County, with the exception of two unions or- 
ganized by the union at Back Swamp has been carried on by them (Lumberton 
Church) during the past two years.” 
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ENROLMENT OF TRAINING UNION 

And in 1923, Rev. A. P. Stephens said: 

“Honorable mention should be given to the Unions in the First Church of Lum- 
berton. These progressives have given illustrative programs that have kindled 
interest in the hearts of the careless and indifferent.”’ 

It was originally intended that the training program be set up for young people from 
17 years of age and over. The next step was to grade the unions to take care of the Juniors 
and Intermediates. Before long, the adults of the churches began to meet at the same 
time for similar programs. Thus, the adults added themselves to the training union 
because they felt a definite need for it. In 1934 the name Baptist Training Union replaced 
the no longer descriptive title, Baptist Young People’s Union. 

This church has led and has followed the progress of the Training Union since it 
began. Records for some of the years are incomplete, but according to available in- 
formation, the following have served as directors: C. C. Blake (1927), Miss Naomi 
Braswell (1938-1940, 1942-1943), R. P. Blake (1941), Edgar A. Womble (1944-1945, 1947), 
Miss Frances Freeman (1946), Mrs. Ed Wells (1948), Joseph Williams (1950), Allen Price 

(1951), Clifford Elkins (1952-1953), and William L. Heath (1954-1955). In addition to 
these, there have been those who have devoted themselves to leadership responsibilities 
in the Story Hour, Junior and Intermediate Unions and as sponsors of the Young People. 

Space does not permit all of this group to be named, but their devotion to the task 
explains the marvelous history and guarantees the future for our Training Union. 

At present, we have eight departments, graded according to age, from the nursery 
through adults. The enrollment is 350, with an average attendance of 220. 
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WOMAN’S MISSIONARY 

UNION 
   

    

- : oe 

Mrs. F. K. Bices, 

CuuRcH HISTORIAN 
Mrs. C. H. DurHam 

W. M. U. Historian 

The Woman’s Missionary Union of North Carolina was organized in January, 1886, 

and the Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, 

May 11, 1888. 

The Woman’s Missionary Society of this church was organized on March 2, 1887, 

a little more than a year after the organization of the North Carolina W. M. U., and for 
sixty-eight years has been a growing organization, a valuable asset to the First Baptist 
Church of Lumberton. 

At the first meeting, which was presided over by Mrs. R. D. Caldwell, the following 
officers were installed: Mrs. O. P. Meeks, president; Mrs. S. C. Carlyle, vice-president; 
Mrs. R. D. Caldwell, corresponding secretary; Mrs. A. J. Vampill, treasurer; Miss Edna 

Godwin, recording secretary. There were fifteen charter members of this organization, 
whose names were: Mrs. O. P. Meeks, Mrs. S. C. Carlyle, Mrs. A. J. Vampill, Mrs. 
R. D. Caldwell, Mrs. Frank Gough, Mrs. S. E. Ward (later Mrs. T. F. Toon), Mrs. 
S. C. Freeman, Mrs. C. E. Bryan, Mrs. H. Barnes, Mrs. Sue Pitman, Mrs. B. Godwin, 
Miss Edna Godwin, Miss Varina Crump, Miss Sue Crump, and Mrs. W. W. Carlyle. In 
reading the minutes of the early meetings of this organization, one is impressed with 
the earnest desire of these charter members to become a part of the world’s greatest 
enterprise, the spread of the gospel. To the list of their names should be added the 
following, who came into the work soon after its organization, and joined heartily in 
the endeavor: Mrs. E. K. Proctor, Mrs. John Duckett, Mrs. Mamie Duckett Biggs, 

Mrs. I. P. Hedgpeth, Mrs. S. McIntyre, Mrs. R. T. Allen, Mrs. John P. McNeill, Mrs. 

Alf H. McLeod, Mrs. W. J. Prevatte, Mrs. Q. T. Williams, Mrs. Clarence Townsend, 

Mrs. J. A. Branch, Mrs. Sam Branch, Mrs. N. H. Jones, Sr., Mrs. I. L. Pope, Mrs. L. R. 

Varser, and Mrs. H. T. Pope. All of these with the exception of Mrs. H. T. Pope and 

Mrs. I. lL. Pope have passed on to their reward, but truly, ‘‘their works do follow them.” 
Mrs. H. T. Pope is still an honored and active member of our society, and Mrs. I. L. 
Pope is our oldest living member. 

The wives of our pastors have always taken an active part in leading the women 

of our church in this field. Beginning with Mrs. O. P. Meeks, the first President, all 

rendered valuable service. Mrs. F. H. Martin, Mrs. Livingston Johnson, Mrs, J. N. 

Booth, Mrs. George J. Dowell, Mrs. Essie Moore Durham, Mrs. C. L. Greaves, Mrs. 

Sadie Durham, Mrs. J. Glenn Blackburn, Mrs. P. J. McLean, and Mrs. D. Swan Haworth 

should receive special mention for their work in the missionary society. 

For many years, a uniform Plan of Work, prepared by the W. M. U. of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, has been the guide of our local group. Following this plan, the 
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Missionary Society has brought into active service many women and young people 
in our community, who have been trained and developed in Christian living and in 
missionary activity. Our women have participated substantially in the special offerings 
and funds of State, Home and Foreign missions, and have established and completed 
several special memorial funds, The “‘Dovie Caldwell Memorial’ of $500.00 was estab- 

lished in 1918. After Mrs. Caldwell’s death in December, 1918, the memorial was in- 

creased in April, 1919, to $1,000.00. In November, 1923, the ‘“‘Rebecca Ward Toon 

Memorial” of $750.00 was established by the Robeson Woman’s Missionary Union, 
honoring Mrs. Toon as the first Superintendent of that organization. This memorial 
was later taken over by our Society and was completed in 1926. In November, 1922, 

a Memorial Room in the Baptist Hospital at Winston-Salem was established, honoring 

Mrs. H. T. Pope. This memorial was shared by our Society and the Robeson W. M. U. 

As the Woman’s Missionary Society grew, it became necessary to think about the 
development of leaders, as well as individuals, creating a closer personal touch and 
bring about a division of responsibility and work. The ‘‘Circle Plan’’ seemed to be the 
answer, and in 1915, the membership was divided into five circles. These were increased 

to eleven in 1925, and they were named in honor of several of the devoted workers, as 

follows: Lizzie Gray Proctor; Essie Durham; Dovie Caldwell; Stella Greaves; Kate 

Smith Mcleod; Rebecca Toon; Carrie Hedgpeth; Sarah Johnson Pope; Civil Stephens; 

Fannie Heck; and Hesba Jeannette Britt. Presently, there are fifteen circles working 

under the circle plan, doing yeoman work in increasing interest, distributing the work, 

and enlarging the contributions to missions. The Society has grown from its original 

fifteen charter members to more than 350, and in gifts from $50.17 the first year to 

$5,298.52 last year, not including offerings made through the church envelopes. 

A table showing the officers in past years and the present officers and committees is 

shown in the appendix. It is regrettable that the limitations imposed upon this work 

prevent the recording of the names of all of those who have served faithfully and well 

in the various official positions of this organization. Many have rendered outstanding 

service who could not be included here. To say that one is a member of the Woman’s 

Missionary Society of the First Baptist Church of Lumberton means that one has had 

a vital part in the carrying on of its work. 

No word on the history of our Society would be complete without mention of the 

Prominent part its membership has played in organizing similar societies in other 

churches and in organizing the W. M. U. of the Robeson Baptist Association. The latter 
was organized in 1895, we believe, at Raft Swamp Baptist Church during the meeting 

of the Robeson Baptist Association. Mrs. T. F. Toon was the first superintendent and 

Miss Anna Thompson served as Secretary, both being members of the Society at our 

church. From this initial organization, the Robeson W. M. U. has grown to include 55 

Woman’s Missionary Societies, and 159 auxiliaries, with a total membership of 4000. 

The names of those from our church who have served as Superintendent of the Robeson 

W. M. U. are shown in the appendix. 

A full graded Woman’s Missionary Union requires the maintenance of a Sunbeam 

Band, a Royal Ambassador Chapter, Girls’ Auxiliary, a Young Woman’s Auxiliary, and a 

Woman’s Missionary Society, and for years these groups have functioned in our church. 

In addition, our church has gone a step further, and for many years we have had a Junior 

Girls’ Auxiliary, a Junior Royal Ambassador, and a Junior Y. W. A. 

In May 1888, just about a year after our W. M. S. was organized, the Sunbeam Band 

came into existence and has functioned continuously since that time. The Biblical 

65



  
  

  

Recorder in its February 5, 1936, issue stated that our Sunbeam Band ‘“‘was one of eleven 
which had continuous work for fifty years, and one of sixteen bands reporting in the 
first copy of the minutes of our North Carolina W. M. U.” 

It may be of interest to know that the charter members were Nettie Pitman, Bettie 
Caldwell, Chattie Caldwell, Mary McNeill, Charity McNeill, Emma Robeson, Mary 
Gray, Bertha Linkhaw, and Maggie French. These names were given in a report of 
Sunbeams prepared by Mrs. John P. McNeill a few years ago. 

In addition to the three women who were in charge of Sunbeams at the organization, 
the following have served as leaders and assistants through the years: Mrs. H. T. Pope, 
Miss Rosena Dowell, Miss Clyde Dowell, Mrs. George J. Dowell, Miss Clara Johnson, 
Mrs. John P. McNeill, Mrs. I. P. Hedgpeth, Mrs. M. W. Floyd, Mrs. R. T. Allen, Mrs. 
Mamie Duckett Biggs, Mrs. P. S. Kornegay, Mrs. E. M. Britt, Mrs. A. V. G. Wishart, 
Miss Lillian Proctor, Mrs. J. A. Martin, Mrs. C. H. Durham, Mrs. J. V. Williamson, 
Miss Vivian McNeill, Mrs. Ben Floyd, Mrs. Nannie W. Crump, Mrs. H. M. Baker, 
Mrs. R. A. McIntyre, Miss Kathleen Durham, Miss Ruth Branch, Mrs. N. O. Benson, 
Mrs. Murphy Bennett, Mrs. W. A. Lacy, Mrs. Frank McGrath, and Miss Barbara Ellen 
McIntyre. Miss Barbara Ellen McIntyre is the present leader and Mrs. P. A. Roberts, 
assistant. 

Many of the substantial men and women of our church today were members of the 
Sunbeam Band in their day and rendered service in official capacities. 

The Intermediate Girls’ Auxiliary was organized in 1915 with Mrs. C. L. Greaves 
as leader. Mrs. E. R. Hardin followed Mrs. Greaves, and we have had in succession: 
Mrs. E. M. Johnson, Mrs. Robert Caldwell, Mrs. A. V. G. Wishart, Mrs. F. K. Biggs, 
Miss Amanda Allen, Mrs. S. F. Caldwell, Mrs. R. B. Harper, Mrs. E. M. Henderson, 
Miss Frances Freeman, Mrs. W. C. Watts, Mrs. W. Y. Floyd, Mrs. Alton Taylor, Mrs. 
Parker West, and the present leader, Mrs. John Floyd. 

It is not known exactly when the Junior Girls’ Auxiliary was organized, but it has 
the distinction of having a Counselor who has served longer than any other Counselor of 
young people, so far as our records show. Miss Margaret Pitman was elected Junior 
G. A. Counselor in 1927 and is still serving in that capacity. There have been assistants 
from time to time who have rendered valuable service. Mrs. Mary Raybon is assisting 
at this time. 

We have had Royal Ambassadors since 1908. Mr. Addison White was the first leader. 
In 1911, Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Varser took over the work. Mr. B. M. Sibley served for 
twelve years, after which Mrs. H. M. Baker, Mrs. R. A. McIntyre, Mr. and Mrs. V. D. 
Baker, Mr. Edgar Womble, Rev. Jack Southard, R. L. Stocks and Edwin Bullock served. 
Mrs. H. M. Baker is the present counselor of Intermediate Royal Ambassadors. 

Mrs. O. L. Henry gave several years as counselor of Junior Royal Ambassadors, and 
Mrs. Robert Caldwell, Mrs. Joe Meehan, Mrs. George Allen, have been her successors. 
Mr. James Raybon is in charge of this fine group at this time. 

December, 1898, Mrs. Mamie Duckett Biggs and Mrs. George J. Dowell were ap- 
pointed a committee to invite young women to join the missionary society. Five persons 
accepted the invitation: Misses Mary MeNeill, Lizzie Prevatt, Alma Roberts, Sudie 
Phillips, and Artemesia Rozier. Later an invitation was extended to girls over fifteen 
years of age in the Sunbeam Band. This seems to have been the beginning of the Y. W. A. 
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In keeping with the plan of W. M. U., a Young Ladies’ Society was organized in 1899 
and functioned regularly. It was not until 1907 that the name Y. W. A. was adopted by 

the W. M. U. The Young Ladies’ Society became Young Woman’s Auxiliary in 1908. 

The meeting was held at the home of Mrs. R. D. Caldwell. December 1912, a Junior 

Y. W. A. was organized with Mrs. N. H. Jones, Jr., as leader. We still have two auxili- 
aries, the Charles Durham Y. W. A., under the leadership of Miss Blanch Plott; the 

Margaret Blackburn Y. W. A., with Mrs. W. L. Heath, leader. 

For many years much credit for the success of the young people’s work is due to 

Mrs. E. M. Johnson, Mrs. E. J. Britt and Mrs. H. M. Baker. They have shown a deep 

interest in this phase of our work and have given to it many years of devoted service. 

In closing this sketch we want to acknowledge and express appreciation for the be- 

loved pastors of the church who have been wonderfully helpful in their wise counsel and 

encouragement. We have looked to them for leadership and feel that under such leader- 

ship the Lord has graciously blessed us and used us. 

Many years of devoted service in time, talents, prayers, and personal effort are 

dedicated to the glory of God and we look to Him to lead us into greater accomplish- 

Ments in the years to come. 

“Laborers together with God.” ‘That the world may know.” 

THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

In January 1953, a club was formed for the men of the church. Monthly meetings 

are held by this group. It is always a supper meeting, designed to promote fellowship 

among the men and an interesting program is always planned. 

The following have served as presidents of the organization: 

Dre aR@HeC ope themes scene ta eee 1953 

DrieNeOs Bens ons ete ate uence te ene 1954 

Mreleslies|untleya ass a= saan eee 1955 

These monthly meetings have proved to be very informative for all of those attend- 

ing. Matters of church importance, of denominational interest and of world-wide mis- 

Sionary interest have been brought to the attention of the men, thereby creating a 

deeper interest in the local church, enriching the fellowship among the individuals, and 
Promoting increased missionary giving on the part of all. 
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THE KINDERGARTEN 

With the fall of 1955, our weekday kindergarten for five year olds entered itsseventh 
year. Approximately 175 children, including those now enrolled, have participated 
since September, 1949. Miss Julia Ann Armstrong was the first kindergarten teacher. 
The boys and girls met in the educational building until the Children’s Building was 
completed during that school year. In 1950-51, Miss Ethel Howard, assisted by Mrs. 
R. Durham Prevatte, was in charge of the five year olds, and Mrs. Paul Davis taught 
the four year olds—the only four year group we have had. The third year, Mrs. Henry 
Ward and Mrs. Paul Davis served as co-teachers. Since 1952, Mrs. Sarah Burford has 
been in charge. Her assistants have been: Mrs. Gwendolyn Prevatte, 1952-53; Mrs. 
James Phillips, 1953-54; and Mrs. William L. Heath, 1954-55. 

In addition to her other duties as Elementary Director, Mrs. Burford directs the 
kindergarten activities and personally conducts them during the morning hours, Mon- 
day through Friday. Along with her assistant she devotes Monday afternoons to 
planning the program for the week ahead. The 1955 Kindergarten Committee is com- 
posed of Dr. F. P. Ward, Chairman, Mrs. Henry Ward, Mrs. C. P. Osborne, Mrs. E. A. 
Sundy, Mr. J. E. Bryan, Mrs. J. S. Newbold, and Miss Ruth Prevatte, who work in 
close cooperation with Mrs. Burford in this field. 

Meeting in the Children’s Building of the church from nine to twelve o’clock, the 
boys and girls are engaged in a well-planned program that includes directed activities 
in interest centers, group meetings, refreshment periods, and out-door play. The 
kindergarten program is designed with the thought of providing the child of five with an 
education appropriate to his stage of development, satisfying to him in the present, and 
preparatory for the years immediately ahead. This education seeks the physical, 
mental, social, and spiritual development of each child. 

Parents of the children pay a registration fee of $10.00 and $10.00 monthly tuition. 
The balance of cost is supplemented by the church in order to keep the kindergarten in 
operation and to constantly improve the weekday educational program. We consider 
it a most valuable investment. 

  

CHURCH LIBRARY 

It is interesting to know that a library for the church has been in existence for about 
fifty years, although it has not always been active. In its earliest stages, it was made 
up of approximately 200 character-building books. The library has been kept in various 
places throughout this time. Records give indication that during some of the years, 
books were kept in the office of the Educational Director, with that person acting as 
librarian. 
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In August, 1948, Mrs. Paul Davis was appointed by the pastor to serve as librarian. 
Mrs. Davis arranged the books, cataloged them, and made them ready for distribution. 
On June 11, 1952, she was elected Librarian by the church, in conference; and the library, 
Containing reading material for all ages and interests, was formally dedicated on Spe- 
tember 10, 1952. Mr. Ingram P. Hedgpeth was chairman in 1954 when an “April Book 
Shower” brought a harvest, which increased this educational department to more than 
1,050 volumes. At the present time Dr. Horace M. Baker, Jr., is chairman and Mrs. 
Paul Davis continues as librarian. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS 

Recognizing the need for a concentrated period of Bible study, Dr. and Mrs. C. H. 
Durham conducted a Vacation Bible School for the boys and girls of the church in the 
Summer 1925. In the thirty years which followed, there has been a successful school 
each summer. In 1926, records indicate that there were 189 enrolled, 11 workers, and 
daily average attendance of 128. ‘The school lasted four weeks, Monday through Friday. 

From the records available we find that the enrolment has ranged from 132 in 1936 
to 485 in 1953. The 1955 school enrolled 418, including 123 faculty members, and con- 
tinued over a two-week period. Using material well-prepared for its purpose, our church 
Contributes much to the child who attends Vacation Bible School, where he is given 
°pportunities for worship, missionary activities, Bible stories, memory work, hands 
craft, and many other valuable experiences. 
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STEWARDSHIP: IT’S OWN REWARD 

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these 

is charity." 

1 Cor. 13:13 

The accomplishments of our church during the past century could never have come 

about if our people had not been good stewards of the material things committed into 

their hands by the Almighty. Throughout the years, Lumberton Baptist have, with 

willing hearts, brought offerings according to their grace, faith and possessions, in 

order that the work of our church might be carried on. 

For many years, the church did not operate under a formal budget. Systematic 

contributions to our church were begun about 1869, when the male members of the 

congregation were asked to “‘give yearly the sum of $2.00 to support the Gospel.’”’ (1) 

On March 3, 1883, small, plain envelopes were distributed to the members for their 

church contributions, upon which the contributor might write the amount and object 

of his offering. One of these small envelopes, yellowed with age, was found in the 

fecords, its actual size being 1% by 2% inches, exactly half the size of the envelope in 

present use. From 1878 to 1887, our benevolences were allotted from designated months, 

March to Foreign Missions, June to Home Missions, September to State Missions, and 

December to Ministerial Education. From 1901-1910, these allocations were increased, 

with the offerings of November and February being given to Foreign Missions, March 

and April to Home Missions, May and June to Ministerial Education, July to Sunday 

School Missions, August and October to State Missions, and the Thanksgiving offering 

being designated for the Orphanage and Christmas Day’s offering being allocated to 

aged ministers. 

In 1890, our church was thirty-five years old; it had a total membership of 256, was 

holding regular weekly and mid-week services, and its contributions totaled $1,660.36 

for the year. A great indication of our growth is seen by comparing our contributions 

of modern times with those of 1890. 

In 1942, a local budget was adopted and in 1943, a complete operating budget (local 

and missions.) Records for all of the past dozen years are not available, but the fol- 

lowing facts are found in the church books: 

Year Budget Year Budget 

1943 $ 24,000.00 1952 63,000.00 

1944 28,000.00 1953 89,940.00 

1945 32,000.00 1954 104,310.00 

1951 60,000.00 1955 129,800.00 

Thus, in the last twelve years, our church membership has increased 38% and our 

church budget has increased 441%. 
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STAFF—1955 

PASTOR 

D. Swan Hawortu 

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, January 8, 1906, B. A., 1927, Wake Forest Col- 
lege. Th.M., 1930, Ph.D., 1934, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; study 
trips, Palestine and Europe, 1931, 1934, 1947. Pastorates: Fourth Avenue Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky, 1935-1939; First Baptist Church, Vicksburg, Mis- 
sissippi, 1939-1951; First Baptist Church, Lumberton, N. C., 1951- . Trustee, South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1942-1951; Board of Directors, Biblical Recorder, 
1952- ; Vice-Moderator, Robeson Baptist Association, 1954-1955; President, 
Lumberton Ministerial Association, 1955. 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR 

Winuiam L. Heata 

B. A., Mississippi College, Clinton, Mississippi. 
B.D., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 

CuIrrorD ELKINS 

LL.B., Jackson School of Law, Jackson, Mississippi. 
B.R.E., Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR 

Mrs. Saran BuRFORD 

B.A., Louisiana College, Pineville, Louisiana. 
B.M., Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

CHURCH SECRETARY 

Miss Mary JEAN AIKEN 

B.S., Mississippi College, Clinton, Mississippi. 

ORGANIST AND CHOIR DIRECTOR 

Mrs. W. D. REYNOLDS 

East Carolina College. 
Additional Special Studies: Flora McDonald College (Dep’t. of Music) 

Juilliard School of Music, Private Instruction. 
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The following Nursery Assistants are also employed by the church for Sunday and 

Wednesday services: 

Mrs. Knox Bullard 

Mrs. H. F. Bullock 

Mrs. Murphy Bennett 

Mrs. Gwendolyn Prevatte 

Mrs. J. I. Aiken 

      
  

I Pastor Assistant to the Pastor Educational Director 
a D. Swan HawortH WiiaM L. HEATH CLIFFORD ELKINS 

ant LOOKING FORWARD 

We advance into another century with gratitude to God for our heritage, and for all 

those who prepared the secure foundations of our denomination in America. An exam- 

ination of the history of our church fills us with love and admiration for those who have 

labored here and who now can serve no more. While it is good to reflect upon the 

splendid achievements of this church during the past century, these do but challenge us 

today to greater and greater advances in the work of God’s Kingdom. — May we, as we 

examine the past, become inspired by the enthusiasm, fidelity and diligence of those 

who have gone before, so that we will henceforth use every opportunity to fulfil our 

Personal obligation to God and His church. 

             
{| | Elementary Director Church Secretary Organist and Choir Director 

i | Mrs. SaRAH BURFORD Miss Mary JEAN AIKEN Mrs. W. D. REYNOLDS 

=
=
 

OTHER EMPLOYED PERSONNEL, 1955 

; Mrs. W. L. McArver, Hostess 
| Mrs. William L. Heath, Assistant in Kindergarten 

Mrs. Dalcho Bailey, Treasurer Assistant 
4 Miss Ann Sessoms, Treasurer Assistant 

\ Mrs. Jean B. Bryan, Treasurer Assistant 
| Mrs. Hal Coleman, Office Assistant 

Anderson Taylor, Building Assistant 
Delton Morgan, Assistant at Mission 

j William Love, Janitor 

Mrs. Grace Cooper, Maid 

Mrs. Jessie Belle Gaddy, Kitchen Assistant   72 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

July 1, 1855 

“We do now in the presence of God, Angels and Men without any known reserve 
devote ourselves to God, and choosing Him for our God and portion forever, promising 
most solemnly to make His word the rule of our faith and practice.” 

We engage to take heed to ourselves, our conversation and company, we promise to 
be honest in our dealing and diligent in our calling, to shun the ways of sin and pursue 
the ways of holiness, we engage to a faithful watch-and care over each other and a reg- 
ular but scriptural discipline and to provoke each other to love and good works, to be 
tender of each other person’s character and estate and to be just toward all men. We 
engage to perform the duties contemplated in our articles and in the Holy scripture 
such as religiously observing the Sabbath and attending public worship with our families 
statedly and in season, secret and family prayer, and the religious instruction of our 
families, restraining our children from balls and all places of vain recreation and other 
vicious courses and to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

In short whatever the Lord commands, we promise to observe and whatever He 
forbids to carefully avoid. All which we engage to perform through the gracious as- 
sistance of God to whom we glory forever and ever, Amen. 

Whereas we the members of the Baptist church of Christ at Lumberton, consider 
that the habitual use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is an alarming evil in our 
land, as the general tendency of such a course is to drunkenness and consequently in- 
jurious to individuals, to society and to the church in particular, therefore, resolve that 
we the said church do severally and individually agree and covenant together to abstain 
from the use of all intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and do hereby order this obligation 
to be incorporated in our church covenant as binding on each and every member of the 
Lumberton Baptist Church.” 
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RULES OF DECORUM 

July 1, 1855 

Each conference shall elect a Moderator and shall be opened with prayer. 

The clerk shall call the names of all male members at each conference and note 

the absentees. 

The absentees of the previous conference shall renier their excuses for non- 

attendance and if satisfactory to the church shall be excused, otherwise be dealt 

with as the New Testament requires. ‘s 

All cases continued from last conference to be brought forward to their time and 

order and to be disposed of in the most judicious manner. 

Inquire into the spiritual condition of the church and all matters connected; 

discipline shall be disposed of in due form before any other matter be introduced. 

Any matter whatsoever connected with the church allowable in conference, may 

be brought to its notice; such as receiving individuals. to membership, granting 

letters of dismission, appointing delegates, etc. 
: 

All motions made in strict conformity with the foregoing rules and receiving a 

second shall be taken under consideration, be debated and disposed of as the 

conference may deem best. 

No member shall speak more than twice on any one subject, without permission 

from the Moderator and shall confine himself to the subject in hand so.as to 

give his views always with an eye to the scriptural settlement thereof. 

No member shall interrupt another while he is speaking, he may be called to 

order should he depart from the subject. 

Adjournment by prayer, praise or benediction at the option of the Moderator. 
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SABBATH RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THIS CHURCH 1903 (1) 

“Therefore we the Lumberton Baptist Church offer the following resolutions, that 
our members refrain from: 

FIRST: Riding on trains on the sabbath as a pleasure or a convenience in business. 

SECOND: Renting or driving stock for gain or wordly pleasures. 

THIRD: Lending influence to work done on the Sabbath in mills. 

FOURTH: Loitering around the Rail Road Station, Hotels, Court House, or streets, 
gossiping and reading secular newspapers. 

FIFTH: Habitually absenting themselves from church, Sunday School, Prayer 
Meeting, whether from over-work during the week, neglect or any other cause that may 
be avoided. 

SIXTH: We do not believe that God will prosper us spiritually if we do not remember 
The Sabbath Day to keep it Holy. (Ex. 20:8) God blessed the Sabbath Day and 
sanctified it because in it He had rested from all His work. (Heb. 4:4) Verily my 
Sabbath ye shall keep for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generation 
that you may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. (Ex. 31:13) Six days 
thou shall do thy work and on the seventh day thou shalt rest that thine ox and thine 
horse may rest. (Ex. 23:12) 

COVENANT 

Adopted by the First Baptist Church of Lumberton, N. C. 
September 3, 1933 

“We do now in the presence of God, Angels and men, without any known reserve, 
devote ourselves to God, and choosing Him as our portion forever, promising most 
solemnly to make His word the rule of our faith and practice. 

We engage, therefore, to keep ourselves unspotted from the world, and walk to- 
gether in Christian love. 

We do engage diligently to perform the duties enjoined upon us and each of us in the 
Holy Scriptures and we do hereby adopt the New Testament as our rule of practice 

We do, hereby, engage severally and collectively with each other, and with our 
Saviour to observe and to do whatever is enjoined upon us and to avoid with scrupulous 
care all things forbidden by our Saviour in His Holy Word. 

We do further engage that, when we remove from this place we will, as soon as pos- 
sible, unite with some other church of like faith and order, where we can, and where 
we will, as we have engaged to do here, carry out the spirit of this Covenant and the 
principles of God’s Word.” 

  

(1) Minutes, Book 5, page 32. 
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THE LUMBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH CONFERENCES 1855-1861 

CHURCH CLERK 
Dan McKeithan 

_Benj. Freeman 
-Benj. Freeman 
-Henry T. Pope 
_Benj. Freeman 

MODERATOR DATE HELD 

Elder Haynes Lennon__-----August 5, 1855 
Elder P. C. Conoly__- _September 1855_ 
Elder Haynes Lennon- _October 7, 1855- -- 

Mr. Ben Freeman______-- _November 16, 1855 
Elder D. B. Ayers._._.__----December 22, 1855 

  

     
     

   

     

    

     

    

    
   
    
       

     

  

   

Elder P. C. Conoly_ EMarcht22h1s56eesseene ee as H. T. Pope 

Elder P. C. Conoly_ DA prilsl856s4aase es eee soos H. T. Pope 
Elder P. C. Conoly_ _May 1856_- -Ben. Freeman 

Elder P. C. Conoly- _June 1856-- -Ben. Freeman 

Elder P. C. Conoly____- _July 1856----- _Ben. Freeman 

Elder P. C. Conoly____- _September 1856-_- _Ben. Freeman 

Elder P. C. Conoly_ _November 2, 1856_---------- Ben. Freeman 
_November 30, 1856_--------- H. T. Pope 

Pi unesl Save ee a= -Ben. Freeman 

_November 1857- -Ben. Freeman 

Elder Jesse Rogers___ 
Elder Elias D. Johnson. 
Mr. James Blount______ 

      
   
   

   
    

  

   
    

  

     

   

Elder Haynes Lennon__ December 1857_- -H. T. Pope 

Elder William B. Bullard___-_May 1858___- -H. He Bape 

Mr. Benj. Freeman_____ _June 1858__ BH a ‘ope 

Elder Haynes Lennon. _June 27, 185 alats ne woke 

Mr. Benj. Freeman___ _July 27, 1858__ _H. T. Pope 

Mr. Benj. Freeman_.___ August 21, 1858_-- lel, a Pope 

Elder Furney Prevatte- _September 25, 1858 atte hope 

Elder Elias D. Johnson_____- October 1858___--- _H. T. Pope 
Elder Haynes Lennon__ _~November 1858 _-- -H. T. Pope 

Elder Haynes Lennon_ _December 1858__- _H. T. Pope 

Mr. Benj. Freeman___ _January 1859_- -H. T. Pope 
_Ben. Freeman Elder Haynes Lennon_ February 1859_ 

Elder Haynes Lennon______- Marchel @59esaa- tn sere ee Ben, Freeman 

Elder Lennon served monthly until December 1859 ee 

Mr. Banjamin Freeman_____- December 1859__------------ H. T. Pope 

   
_--Thomas A. Norment Elder Haynes Lennon__- _January 21, 1860_ 

    

Elder Haynes Lennon February 25, 1860_---------- Thomas A. Norment 

Elder Lennon and Thomas A. Norment served until December 1860 

Mr. Johntriliaee sae eeeen ane December 22, 1860. Thomas A. Norment 

Elder Haynes Lennon-__--_--- February 23, 1860_- -H. T. Pope 

Elder Haynes Lennon______- Marchi237 186lem ese ee T. A. Norment 

  

BEQUESTS 

(Courtesy of Mr. B. Frank McMillan) 

The index to wills in Robeson County Court House registered several bequests to 

this church. Others may have named it as a beneficiary but the index carried only 

the following: LAST WILL AND TESTA- 
BOOK PAGE MENT OF 

4 376 E. K. Proctor, Jr. 

5 94 A. K. Flowers 

5 313 S. A. Edmund 

6 166 Cale A. Inman 

6 168 R. D. Caldwell 

6 278 Dr. Neill Archie Thompson 
7 227 Quitman T. Williams 

9 78 W. O. Thompson 

9 455 K. M. Biggs 

10 63 S. Musselwhite 
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DEEDS 

(Courtesy of Mr. Douglas Kinlaw) 

BOOK 
AND GRANTOR GRANTEE DATE PROBAT- 
PAGE WRITTEN ED 

BB-147 William McNeill Lebanon Church 10-13-1851 1851 

HH-474 Reuben King. -Lumberton Baptist Church__ ~-12-1853 10-14-1867        
--6-7-1857 6-19-1875 

  PP-508 ile i -Lumberton Baptist Church_- 

SS-91 W. J. Brown et ux, et als 
(Q. Release Heirs of Reubin King).._Lumberton Baptist Church_________-- 9-5-1875 9-28-1876 

$S-123 Alf Rowland et als 
(Q. Deed Heirs of William Bount) Lumberton Baptist Church 9-5-1875 9-28-1876 

          
  

3A-147 James McD. French et ux__- -Lumberton Baptist Church. 6-17-1879 11-10-1880 

3D-618 Lumberton Baptist Church_ ~(Old Church Sale) ~-12-1881 8-21-1884 

4J-466 Columbus County: -Lumberton Baptist Church 
East Lumberton Church Lot___.---- 1-7-1902 1-7-1902 

41-556 Stephen McIntyre et ux___------------ Lumberton Baptist Church 
~-11-6-1902 11-24-1902 
--6-4-1903 6-4-1903 

(ist Parsonage Lot) 

-Lumberton Baptist Church 

  

  4P-554 George G. French ((Lot No. 

4P-556 Lumberton Baptist Church 

  

  

        

  

(Lot No. 59) ~George and Margaret French_________- 6-4-1903 6-4-1903 

51-118 Lumberton Baptist Church_ -East Lumberton Baptist Church 11-15-1907 12-12-1907 

SN-73 K. M. Biggs, et al_----- -Lumberton Baptist Church_ 11-27-1908 11-27-1908 

5U-262 Jenkins Bennett et ux -Lumberton Baptist Church- ~-3-30-1910 5-10-1910 
(Gift Deed for West Lumberton Baptist Church Lot) 

6G-241 Lumberton Baptist Church_-_-_.----- TL OReVarser eee thes locate eee 3-31-1913 4-18-1913 

~-4-5-1913 5-10-1913 

12-17-1917 12-28-1917 

10-7-1941 10-10-1941 
~---10-18-1948 4-22-1949 

-First Baptist Church ____ 
-Margaret French McLean. 

6G-337 K. M. Biggs, et als. 

6T-163 First Baptist Church 

9K-132 David H. Fuller et ux -First Baptist Church_- 

10R-394 K. M. Biggs Estate. -First Baptist Church-- 
(Gift Deed lot for Children’s Building) 

10R-462 First Baptist Church __-------------.- North Lumberton Baptist Church-_-.--3-31-1949 5-20-1949 
(Gift Deed for North Lumberton Baptist Church Property) i 

11-C-363 First Baptist Church -David Fuller et ux. 

11C-365 David Fuller et ex__-- ..-First Baptist Church__ 

    

  

  

  

12-3-1951 12-7-1951 

ean=i 2-3-1951" » 127-1951) 
       

    

  

SUPERINTENDENTS 

Robeson Woman’s Missionary Union 

(Eight of the twelve were members of our Church) 

  

Mrs. 
Mrs 
Mrs 

1919-1924 
Mrs. R. D. Caldwell 1907-1918 

  

   

    

Mrs. H. M. Baker-_- 1925-1926 
MirswAl foie Mick codeine nas at sere ae mnn nore 1927-1928 
Mrs. I. P. Hedgpeth* 1942 
Mrs. J. G. Stephens- _- 1943-1955 

  

  

  

*Mrs. I. P. Hedgpeth was elected Superintendent Emeritus in 1943. 

80 

  

Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs 

*Mrs. E. K. Proctor was elected President Emeritus March 7, 1923. 

  

   

  

   

  

   
       

    

  

   
   
   

     

PRESIDENTS 

Woman’s Missionary Society 

sca See Pes 1887-1889 

7 K preries Sb tact “1889, 1895-1897, 1904-1917 

ReCa Wards. eases ese _1890 

R. D. Caldwell- _1891, 1903 

F. H. Martin_ _1892-1894 

JN Booth. ane _1896-1897 

John Duckett_----------------------- 1897 and 1898 (8 months) 

spr ane 1898 
Cee ae “1899, 1900, 1927-1929 

-1901, 1902 

  

Mamie Duckett Biggs 

Cer nGreavesste ees ears -1918 

John P. McNeill------------ Bel O19S1922 

H. M. Baker--__- Tele Rae 

Alf H. M id E =] 

aR. aan a -1930, 1931, 1954, 1955 

AOR Wardoe.i pees eee 1932-1934 

Wiha cRownsend ss eeeeee ee ee 1935,1939 

1d}, fe dayotite _1936-1938 

C. Guy Townsend _1940-1944, 1947 

-1945, 1946 
_---1948, 1949 
__--1950, 1951 

1952, 1953 

George Deans- 
PeNe eri tie. AOE Lae 

Robert Caldwell 
.R. A. McIntyre__-------------------- 

  

Mrs. H. T. Pope, 

  

   
   
   

    

   

  

   

   

  

   

  

    

    

   

  

    

    

  

    

     

    

   
   

    

Noy. 29, 1948. 

SECRETARIES—W. M. S. 

Mi a Peanuts Foi inant Z years Mrs. J. ©. Hutto.--_---_-_-- iealvear 

Mrs, one ee ue _4 ae Mrs. Frank McGrath-__---------- 2 years 

Mrs! Ri @ ‘Toons 21 _.. l year Mrs. E. A. Allen_-__- 1 year 

Mrs, John Duckett_ pelayeat Mrs. M. F. Townsend 1 year 

Mrs. Mamie D Biggs _ 1 year Mrs. Guy Townsend. 1 year 

Mrs. S. McIntyre _ 2 years Mrs. R. C. Ivey-- 1 year 

Miss Ina Higley : _ 3 years Miss Ethel Pitman-_------------ 1 year 

Mrs. R. T. Allen _ 4 years Mrs. H. M. Leckie 1 year 

Mrs. Essie Durham _ 5 years Mrs. A. G. Willis__ 1 year 

Mrs. I. P Hedgpeth _17 years Miss Mildred Williams 2 years 

Mrs. Fodie Huggins = 1 year Mrs. O. B. Kinlaw__. _ 2 years 

Mre DeEnenulicnsans 10 years Mrs. Julius Singletary----------- 1 year 

IVirsis WicARo ache sean a a 1 year 

TREASURERS—M. W. S. 

J i See lOnvears: Mrse @abe Durham aan sees 6 years 

ey a de ae apie veut) penis Mrs. Paul Blake_-__- __ 2 years 

Mrs. §. McInt z -26 years = Mrs. Leroy Townsend ___ __ 4 years 

Mrs. W ine Rea _ 5 years Mrs. Ingram P. Hedgpeth------- 5 years 

Mrs. E. R. Hardin._ _. 5 years 
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GENERAL OFFICERS—W. M. S. 

1955 

IDmesylevale Wyrnvvonabey. Mrs. H. T. Pope 
W. M. U. Counselor & Historian -Mrs. C. H. Durham 
PLES en testator ee meee -Mrs. E. R. Hardin 

    

IstaVice Presidentesses: se nen imrea as Mrs. Eli Wishart 
2d Vice President & Standard of 

excellence: 229-2) an Mrs. Paul A. Davis 

      

      

    

  

Recording Secretary______ 
Ass’t. Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary__ 
ALreas rer seein ta ce 

-Mrs. Julius Singletary 
-Mrs. Frank McGrath 

. V. D. Baker, Jr. 
. Ingram P. Hedgpeth 
.R. C. Ivey 
. J. G. Stephens 
. A. R. Pittman 
. D. E. Ward 
. R. S. Davis 

_-Mrs. E. K. Howard 
_-Mrs. R. D. Caldwell 

Stewardship Chairman. ____ 
SiieniQui@eni 
Ass’t. Statistician 
Music Chairman__ 
Ass’t. Music Chairman________ 
Community Missions Chairman__ 

  

Home Missions Chairman_______ .-Mrs. Theo Mees 
State Missions Chairman______ --Mrs. O. L. Barnes 
Foreign Missions Chairman__ _-Mrs. Ed. Wells 
Mission Study Chairman______ _-Mrs. Henry Ward 
Ass’t. Mission Study Chairman _-Mrs. D. Swan Haworth 
ISG ANG (Sa UNG BR ie age en aS EE Mrs. I. R. Burleson 

  

COMMITTEES—W. M. S. 

1955 

Year Book Committee: Mrs. Fletcher Sessoms, Chairman; Mrs. Paul A. Davis, Mrs. 
Eli Wishart. 

Executive Committee; Composed of General Officers, Circle Leaders, Committee 
Chairman, Counselors of Young Peoples Organization, and all 
past presidents. 

Committee on Young People’s Work: Mrs. E. J. Britt, Chairman; Sunbeam, G. A.; R. 
A.; and Y. W. A. Counselors; Fostering Chairman 
from each Circle. 

Enlistment Committee: Mrs. Eli Wishart, chairman; Enlistment chairman from each 
circle, 

Program Committee: Mrs. Paul A. Davis, chairman; program chairman from each 
circle. 

Literature Committee: Mrs. V. D. Baker, Jr., chairman; literature chairman from each 
circle. 

Community Missions Committee: Mrs. R. D. Caldwell, chairman; community missions 
chairman from each circle, 
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Mission Study Committee: Mrs. Henry Ward, chairman; mission study chairman from 

each circle. 

Stewardship Committee: Mrs. J. G. Stephens, chairman; Mrs. Ingram Hedgpeth; 

Stewardship chairman from each circle. 

Mrs. W. P. Elam, chairman; Mrs. N. O. Benson; Mrs. Carlton Lind- 

sey, Jr.; Mrs. John Hood; Mrs. J. N. Britt, Jr.; social chairman 

from each circle. 

Social Committee: 

Food Committee: Mrs. D. J. Hedgpeth, Chairman; Mrs. Dick Prevatte; ME W. M. 

; Burney; Mrs. M. R. Rich; Mrs. Nash Kinlaw; Mrs. John Gardner. 

Kitchen Committee: Mrs. R. L. Stocks, chairman; Mrs. C. S. Bristow; Mrs. Alton 

Taylor. 

Tribute Committee: Mrs. Guy Townsend, chairman; Mrs. A. F. Ward, Miss Mildred 

Williams. 

  

YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK 

Director see ee ee See ae aoe tie a a Mrs. E. J. Britt 

izati Mrs. E. M. Johnson 
Adv. ode ‘a CLONS ae meena ee 

pee a : Sheng es __Miss Barbara Ellen McIntyre 

J A berts i E beam__- _Mrs. P. A. Rober 

Taino ee __-Miss Margaret Pittman 

    
   

   i RUA Ee 

ee g A Mr. James Raybon 

Intermediate Counselors,G. A.------------- Mrs. John Floyd, Jr. 

R.A. Mrs. H. M. Baker 

Y. W. A. Counselors Charles Durham------ 

Margaret Blackburn 

Miss Blanche Plott 

Mrs. William Heath 
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Abbott, Kermit L. 
Abbott, Mrs. Kermit L. 
*Adcox, Mrs. Monte B. 
Aiken, Mrs. J. I. 
Aiken, Mary Jean 
Albritton, Mrs. Paul 
Albritton, Paul, Jr. 
Aldridge, James W. 
Aldridge, Mrs. James W. 
Aldridge, Jeff 
Aldridge, Jimmy 
Alexander, Dr. J. B. 
Alexander, Mrs. J. B. 
Allen, E. A., Sr. 
Allen, Mrs. E. A., Sr. 
Allen, Dr. G. C. 
Allen, Mrs. G. C. 
Allen, G. C., Jr. 
Allen, Peggy 
Allen, Herod 
Allen, Mrs. Herod 
Allen, H. Pitman 
Allen, Alice Elliot 
Allen, Gerald Pitman 
Allen, H. V. 
Allen, Mrs. H. V. 
Allen, Herbert 
Allen, R. G. 
Allen, Mrs. W. R. 
Anderson, Mrs. Karl E. 
Andrews, Annette 
Andrews, Mrs. J. Bundy 
Andrews, J. Melvin 
Andrews, Mrs. J. Melvin 
Andrews, Rebecca 
Antone, Mrs. W. E. 
Atkinson, Mrs. O. T. 
Austin, Mrs. James W. 
Ayers, Mrs. John S. 
Ayers, John Stedman, Jr. 

Bailey, Dalcho 
Bailey, Mrs. Dalcho 
Bailey, Mrs. G. L,, Jr. 
Bailey, Hicks 
Bailey, Mrs. Hicks 
Baird, Dr. N. G. 
Baird, Mrs. N. G. 
Baird, George 
Baird, Norma Lucretia 
Baker, E. T. 
Baker, Mrs. E. T. 
**Baker, Eddie, Jr. 
Baker, Emily 
Baker, James Vernon 
Baker, Mrs. H. M., Sr. 
Baker, Dr. H. M., Jr. 
Baker, Mrs. V. D., Sr. 
Baker, V. D.., Jr. 
Baker, Mrs. V. D., Jr. 
Baker, Elizabeth 
Baldwin, Mrs. G. W. 
*Barden, Mrs. O. L. 
Barfield, Carolyn 
Barker, Miss Bertha 
Barker, Mrs. C. M. 

    

  

CHURCH ROLL 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

As of July 1, 1955 

“Non-resident — **In Service 

Barnes, A. Hicks 
Barnes, Mrs. A. Hicks 
Barnes, Arthur R. 
Barnes, Carol 
**Barnes, Billy Hugh 
Barnes, Mrs. Billy H. 
*Barnes, Cecil 
Barnes, Fred G. 
*Barnes, Mrs. Hubert 
Barnes, Lacy 
Barnes, Mrs. Lacy 
Barnes, Dr. O. L. 
Barnes, Mrs. O. L. 
Barnes, Mrs. W. N. 
Barnes, W. N., Jr. 
Barnette, Rev. J. D. 
Barnette, Mrs. J. D. 
*Barton, Mrs. T. W., Jr. 
Bass, J. Albert 
Bass, Mrs. J. Albert 
Batts, Mrs. F. B. 
*Baxley, Mrs. Betty 
Baxley, C. F. 
Baxley, Mrs. C. F. 
Baxley, Carolyn 
Baxley, Gail 
Baxley, Hal B. 
Baxley, Mrs. Hal B. 
Baxley, Mr. Troy 
*Baxley, Rudolph 
Bennett, Mrs. C. J. 
Bennett, Charles Edward 
Bennett, Gene Autrey 
*Bennett, Johnny 
Bennett, Knox 
Bennett, Neil Archie 
Bennett, Sammy 
Bennett, Vivian 
Bennett, G. R. 
Bennett, Mrs. G. R. 
Bennett, John 
Bennett, Mrs. Murphy 
*Bennett, Earl 
Bennett, Jannie 
*Bennett, Lillian 
Benson, Dr. N. O. 
Benson, Mrs. N. O. 
Benson, Julianne 
Benton, James 
Benton, Mrs. James 
Benton, James, Jr. 
Berkley, Russell 
Berkley, Mrs. Russell 
Best, William 
Best, Mrs. William 
Best, Virginia 
Biggs, Carlyle B. 
Biggs, D. W. 
Biggs, Mrs. D. W. 
Biggs, F. K. 
Biggs, Mrs. F. K. 
Biggs, F. K., Jr. 
Biggs, Mrs. F. K., Jr. 
Biggs, H. Franklin 
Biggs, David 
Biggs, H. Franklin, Jr. 
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Biggs, I. M. 
Biggs, Mrs. I. M. 
*Biggs, Miss Jeanette 
Biggs, Dr. J. Irvin 
Biggs, Mrs. K. M. 
Biggs, T. Beverly 
Biggs, Mrs. T. Beverly 
Blackmon, Linda 
Blackmon, W. G. 
Blackmon, Mrs. W G. 
Blackmon, Norman 
Blake, B. T. 
Blake, Mrs. B. T. 
Blake, James David 
Blake, Ernest 
Blake, Mrs. Ernest 
Blake, Ernie, Jr. 
Blake, Mrs. Jas. Harold 
Blakeley, Helen 
Blanchard, C. E. 
Blanchard, Mrs. C. E. 
Blanton, Judy Carolyn 
Blevins, Mrs. George 
Bluemel, Mrs. Ernest 
Blythe, Mrs. Mamie M. 
Bolton, Mrs. Henry 
Boney, A. Edwin 
Bowen, F. L. 
Bowen, Mrs. F. L. 
Bowen, Mrs. Jessie 
Boyd, Kenneth E. 
Boyd, Mrs. Kenneth E. 
Boyd, Billy 
Bradley,-John W. 
Bradley, Mrs. John W. 
Bradley, John W., Jr. 
Branch, Mrs. Ferris 
Branch, Miss Ruth 
Braswell, J. Hoyt 
Braswell, Mrs. J. H. 
Braswell, Bobby 
Bray, F. R. 
Bray, Mrs. F. R. 
Bray, Linda Lee 
Bridges, Mrs. Emma 
Bridges, W. S. 
Brigman, Spurgeon 
Brisson, James 
Bristow, Mrs. C. S. 
Britt, Adrian M. 
Britt, Mrs. Adrian M. 
Britt, B. C. 
Britt, Mrs. B. C. 
Britt, Caswell P. 
Britt, Mrs. Caswell 
Britt, Joe Freeman 
Britt, Nancy 
Britt, Charles 
Britt, Edwin 
Britt, Joyce Anne 
Britt, E. H. 
Britt, Mrs. E. J. 
Britt, Louten Rhodes 
Britt, Rowland 
Britt, E. J., Tr. 
Britt, Mrs. E. J., Jr. 

Britt, Ellery J. 
Britt, Mrs. Ellery J. 
Britt, Mrs. E. M. 
*Britt, Samuel 
Britt, E. M., Jr. 
Britt, Evander C. 
Britt, Mrs. Fannie 
Britt, Mrs. F. N. 
Britt, Norma Jane 
Britt, Reginald 
Britt, Forrest 
Britt, Mrs. Forrest 
Britt, Alfrieda 
Britt, Forrest, Jr. 
Britt, Miss Gertie 
Britt, J. Clarence 
Britt, Mrs. J. Clarence 
“Britt, Mrs, J. H. 
Britt, Dr. J. N. 
Britt, Mrs. J. N. 
Britt, J. N.; Jr. 
Britt, Mrs. J. N., Jr. 
Britt, Lacy D. 
Britt, Mrs. Lacy D. 
Britt, Lennox 
*Britt, Mrs. Leon H. 
Britt, Linda 
Britt, Luther J. 
Britt, Luther, Jr. 
Britt, Miss Margaret 
“Britt, Mrs. Margaret 
Britt, Paisley 
Britt, Mrs. Paisley 
Britt, Carolyn 
Britt, Pattie Sue 
Britt, Peggy J. 
Britt, Phyllis Dale 
Britt, Purdie 
Britt, Mrs. Purdie 
*Britt, Ertle Knox 
*Britt, R. B. 
Britt, R. L. 
**Britt, Clyde Lee 
Britt, Ramon Paul 
Britt, Robert Carl 
Britt, Robert 
Britt, Mrs. Sam C. 
Britt, Betty Tolar 
Britt, Jas. Clayton 
*Britt, Theodore 
Britt, Thomas 
Britt, Mrs, Thomas 
Britt, Mrs. T. O. 
Britt, Mrs. W. C., Jr. 
Britt, Billie Rose 

ritt, Yvonne 
Britt, W. S. 
Broadway, J. R. 
Broadway, Mrs. J. R. 
*Bruce, Mrs. Wayne 
Bruton, Mrs. J. B., Sr. 
Bruton, William D. 
Bruton, Mrs. Wm. D. 
Bryan, J. E. 
Bryan, Mrs. J. E. 
Bryan, Mrs. M. J. 

ryan, Max 
Bryan, Mrs, Max 
Bryant, Mrs. Edward 
ryant, J. C. 
ryant, Mrs. J. C. 

Bullard, Mrs. Bell 
Bullard Carl 
Bullard, Mrs. Carl 
Bullard, J. Ervin 
Bullard, Clifford 
Bullard, Mrs. Clifford 
Bullard, Knox 
Bullard, Mrs. Knox 
Bullard, Elizabeth E. 
Bullard, Ronnie 
Bullock, Brenda 
Bullard, Carl 
Bullock, Mrs. Carl 

  

Bullock, H. F. 
Bullock, Mrs. H. F. 

**Bullock, H. F., Jr. 
Bullock, Peggy Anne 

Bullock, Hilton 
Bullock, Mrs. Hilton 
Bullock, Hilda Fay 
Bullock, Mrs. J. A. 
Bullock, Edwin 
*Bullock, James 

*Bullock, Mrs. James 
Burford, Mrs. Sarah — 
Burford, Martha Louise 
Burford, Mary Elizabeth 
Burleson, Mrs. Marion A. 
Burney, Mrs. W. M. 
Burns, Nancy 
Burns, Robert F. 
Burns, Mrs. Robt. F. 
*Butler, Mrs. Monroe 
Butler, Mrs. Murch 
“Butler, Kenneth 
Byrd, Thomas Harold 
Byrd, W. L. 
Byrd, Mrs. W. L. 

Caldwell, Mrs. L. H. 
Caldwell, M. F. 
Caldwell, Mrs. R. D. 
Caldwell, Sea 
Caldwell, S. F., Jr. 
Caldwell, Mrs. S. F., Jr. 

Canady, Gordon 
Canady, Mrs. Gordon 
Canady, Carey Gordon 

Canady, Luther 
Canady, Mrs. Luther 

Canady, Arston Neal 

Cannon, Mrs. Vernon 

Capps, Mrs. W. R. 

Capps, Mary Joyce 

Carlyle, F. E. 
Carlyle, Mrs. F. E. 
Carr, Franklin 
Carr, Mrs. Franklin 
Carter, Mrs. Bobby 

*Carter, Hilda 
**Cartwright, Ernest 

*Cartwright, William J. 

*Cartwright, Mrs. Wm. J. 
*Cason, Mrs. William 

Cashwell, J. P. 
Cashwell, R. G. 
Cashwell, Mrs. R. G. 

Cashwell, Richard 
Cashwell, Russell 
Chitty, Mrs. O. P. 

*Clark, H. S. 
*Clay, Mrs. K. B. 

Clegg, Mrs. R. E. 
Clewis,C.C. 
Cobb, Miss Lollie 
*Coghill, Mrs. C. L. 

Cole, C. C. 
Cole, Mrs. C. C. 

Cole, Linda 
**Cole, Charles, Jr. 
*Cole, Mrs. Chas., Jr. 

Coleman, Hal 
Coleman, Mrs. Hal 
Collins, Betty Jean 

Collins, Billy 
pec ing Doneles 

Collins, E. H. 

Collins, Mrs. E. H. 

Collins, H. A. 
Collins, Canes A. 
*Collins, Jacl 
Collins, Mrs. J. De alte 

Collins, Janice 
Collins, ay Nash 

Collins, Jo Ann 

Collins, Mrs. R. M. 

*Cook, Mrs. Wm., Jr. 
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Covington, Mrs. E, P. 
Covington, Tommie 
*Cox, Kermit 
Cox, R. C. 
Cox, Mrs. R. C. 
Cranfill, M. Smoot 
Cranfill, Mrs. M. Smoot 
Cranfill, Mrs. P. E. 
Cranfill, Paul, IIIT 
Creech, James E. 
Creech, Mrs. Jas. E. 
Crofton, G. B. 
Crofton, Mrs. G. B. 
Crump, Herman 
Culbreath, J. C. 
Culbreath, Mrs. J. C. 
Culbreath, Charles 
Culbreath, Nancy Helen 
*Culbreath, Mrs. J. T. 
Culbreth, John C. 
Culbreth, Mrs. John C. 
Currin, John Albert 
Currin, Mrs. John A. 
Currin, Mrs, W. B. 
Currin, W. R. 

Daniels, Mrs. Lee A. 
Daniels, Preston, Jr. 
Daniels, Mrs. Preston, Jr. 
*Daniels, Mrs. Warren B. 
*Darrus, Mrs. Morris 
Davis, Ambrose 
Davis, Mrs. Ambrose 
Davis, Bruce Reynolds 
Davis, C. C. 
Davis, Peggy Elaine 
Davis, Leon 
Davis, Mrs. Leon 
Davis, Peggy 
Davis, Paul A. 
Davis, Mrs, Paul A. 
Davis, R. S. 
Davis, Mrs. R. S. 
Davis, R. S., Jr. 
Davis, Stacy 
Davis, Mrs. Stacy 
Davis, Mrs. Wade H. 
Davis, Archie Billy 
*Dawson, J. C. 
Dawson, Mrs. J. C. 
Dean, Fletcher 
Dean, S. C. 
Dean, Mrs. S. C. 
*Deese, Mrs. Lena F. 
*DeMond, Mrs. G. G. 
Dew, Luther, Jr. 
*Dew, William Creed 
*Dixon, Miss Lois 
Dover, G. L. 
Dover, Mrs. G. L. 
Dover, Ellen Jane 
Dowdle, Mrs. Paul 
*Dowless, Mrs. J. W. 
Drawdy, F. D., Jr. 
Drawdy, Mrs. F. D., Jr. 
Driscoll, James T. 
Driscoll, Mrs. Jas. T. 
Driscoll, Jim 
Driscoll, Mrs. T. R. 
Driscoll, Fred Lee 
Driscoll, Mrs. Fred Lee 
Duffell, Mrs: A. E. 
Dunbar, Henry O. 
Dunbar, Mrs. Henry O. 
*Duncan, Carlton 
*Duncan, Mrs. Kenneth 
Dunie, Mrs. Jakie 
Durham, Mrs. C. H. 

Eakes, C. A. D. 
Eakes, Mrs. C. A. D. 
*Earle, R. K. 
Edens, Mrs. L. C. 
Edmund, Miss Ruth



  

a
 

a
e
d
 

Edwards, Mrs. Frances 
Edwards, Frank 
*Edwards, Mrs. Frank 
Edwards, Mrs. W. F. 
Edwards, Mrs. S. C. 
*Edwards, Carolyn 
Edwards, Russeli 
Elam, W. P. 
Elam, Mrs. W. P. 
Ellis, Alex 
Ellis, Warren 
Ellis, Mrs. Louis 
Ellis, David 
Elmore, W. E. 
Elmore, Mrs, W. E. 
*Ennis, Reno 
*Etheridge, Mrs. Dwight 
Evans, Miss Margaret 
*Evans, Marianne 
Everleigh, Mrs. C. A. 
“*Everleigh, Bobby 
**Everleigh, Carl, Jr. 
Everleigh, Sara 

Fairfax, H. A. 
Fairfax, Mrs. H. A. 
**Fairfax, H. A., Jr. 
Falls, C. D. 
Falls, Mrs. C. D. 
*Farmer, Mrs. A. G. 
Farmer, Mrs. A. L. 
*Farmer, Sara Frances 
Faulk, Alva S. 
Faulk, Mrs. Alva S. 
Faulk, Betty Mack 
Faulk, Mrs. Fanny 
Faulk, Mrs. Beatrice M. 
Faulk, D.C. 
Faulk, Mrs. D.C. 
Faulk, Mack 
Faulk, Voyd 
Faulk, Mrs. Voyd 
Faulk, Joan 
Fennell, John B. 
Fennell, Mrs. John 
Fennell, John B., Jr. 
*Fisher, Janet 
*Fisher, Phyllis 
Flowers, Mrs. Clement M. 
Flowers, Gardner 
Flowers, Mrs. Gardner 
Flowers, Jimmy 
Flowers, Larry 
Flowers, H. T. 
Flowers, Mrs. H. T. 
*Floyd, A. J. 
Floyd, Ben G. 
Floyd, Mrs. Ben G. 
Floyd, B. G., Jr. 
Floyd, Mrs. B. G., Jr. 
Floyd, Ben III 
Floyd, Don 
Floyd, Mrs. Don 
Floyd, Mrs. Eva 
*Floyd, F. Marion 
**Floyd, John Edward 
Floyd, Mrs. John Edward 
Floyd, J. W. 
Floyd, Mrs. J. W. 
Floyd, Johnny 
Floyd, Mrs. John 
Floyd, Mrs. W. Y. 
Floyd, Betty Jean 
*Floyd, Yates W. 
Ford, Maxie 
Ford, Mrs. Maxie 
Fountain, L. E. 
Fountain, Mrs. L. E. 
Fountain, Brenda Sue 
Fountain, Jimmy 
*Fowler, Mrs. C. J. 
Freeman, A. M. 
Freeman, Mrs, A. M. 

  

  

Freeman, Kay Frances 
Freeman, Robt. Earl 
Freeman, Mrs. Robt, Earl 
Freeman, Joan 
Frost, Mrs. H. Wilson 
Fuller, D. H. 
Fuller, Mrs. D. H. 
*Fuller, Dr. D. H., Jr. 
*Fuller, Mrs. D. H.; Jr. 
“Fuller, Gene 

Gaddy, R. W. 
Galloway, Mrs, N. O. 
*Galusha, Miss Nancy 
Gardner, John S, 
Gardner, Mrs. John S. 
Gentry, Mrs. Bill W. 
Gerrald, Marvin H, 
Gerrald, Mrs. Marvin H. 
**Gerrald, Coswell 
*Gerrald, Mrs. Coswell 
*Gibson, Mrs. E. F. 
*Gibson, Foster, Jr. 
*Gibson, King 
*Gibson, Warren 
Glaze, John B. 
Glaze, Mrs. John B. 
Gleaton, J. B. 
Gleaton, Mrs. J. B. 
Glover, Mrs. BE. J. 
Glover, E. J., Jr. 
Glover, Mrs. E. J., Jr. 
Goodwin, Roy A. 
Goodwin, Mrs. Roy A. 
Goodwin, Roy A., Jr. 
Goodyear, Mrs. E. O. 
Gore, Hubert 
Gore, Mrs. Hubert 
*Gornto, George 
*Gornto, Henry Ward 
Gough, Miss Lina 
*Graham, Miss Mary Ruth 
Grasser, H. L, 
Grasser, Mrs. H. L. 
Gray, Billy 
Gray, Ferrell 
Gray, Sonny 
*Gray, Mrs. W. H. 
Greene, John F, 
Greene, Mrs. John F. 
Griffin, Buford 
Griffin, Mrs. Buford 
Griffin, Donnie 
*Gustina, Mrs. F. L. 
Guy, Ray Ann 
Guy, Willie 

  

Haden, Mrs. E. L. 
*Hales, Mrs. David 
Hall, Mrs. Jessie 
Hall, Albert Lee, Jr. 
Hall, J. Luther 
Hall, Mrs. J. Luther 
Hall, Charlies 
Hall, James E. 
Hall, T. A. 
Hall, Mrs. T. A. 
Hall, Cynthia Ann 
*Hall, Johnny 
Hall, William 
Hall, Mrs. William 
Hamilton, Mrs. F. D. 
Hamilton, Leon 
Harden, Miss Bessie G. 
Harden, Bill 
Harden, Miss Della Mae 
Harden, James Mitchell 
Harden, Miss Thelma 
Hardin, Dr. B. R. 
Hardin, Mrs, E. R. 
Harrell, Mrs. J. T. 
Harrelson, John 
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Harrelson, Mrs, John 
Harrelson, Carlton 
Harrelson, Mrs. Bruce 
Harrelson, Miss Alene 
*Harrill, Jack Mills 
*Harrill, Mrs. Jack M. 
Harrill, Paul H. 
Harrill, Mrs, Paul H, 
Harrill, Mrs. V. M. 
*Harris, Mrs. Edith W. 
Harris, J. D. 
Harris, Mrs, J. D. 
Harris, Glenda Jolly 
Harris, Sandra 
Hartley, A. M. 
Hartley, Mrs. A, M. 
Hatchell, J. L., Jr. 
Hatchell, L. W. 
Hatchell, Mrs. L. W. 
Hatchell, Thomas 
Hatchell, Stuart 
Haworth, Dr. D. Swan 
Haworth, Mrs. D. Swan 
Haworth, David 
Haworth, Martha Lou 
Haworth, Richard 
Haworth, Robertson 
Head, Thomas J., Jr. 
Head, Mrs. Thos. J., Jr. 
Heath, William L. (Rev.) 
Heath, Mrs, Wm. L, 
Heath, Billie Ruth 
Heath, Regina 
Heath, William L,., Jr. 
*Hedgpeth, Mrs. Adeline Herring 
Hedgpeth, D. J. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs. D. J. 
Hedgpeth, Danny 
Hedgpeth, Marianne 
Hedgpeth, Ingram P. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs. Ingram P. 
Hedgpeth, Dr. L. R. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs, L. R. 
Hedgpeth, Joe 
Hedgpeth, L. R., Jr. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs. R.A., Sr. 
Hedgpeth, R. A., Jr. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs. R. A., Jr. 
Hedgpeth, Ann 
Hedgpeth, Dr. W. C. 
Hedgpeth, Mrs. W. C. 
Hedgpeth, Drina 
Hedgpeth, W. C., Jr. 
Hedgpeth, Jane 
*Helps, O. L. 
*Helps, Mrs. O. L. 
Henderson, E. M 
Henderson, Mrs. E. M. 
Henry. O. L. 
Henry, Mrs. O. L. 
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Townsend, J. Leroy 
‘Townsend, Mrs. J. Leroy 
Townsend, James Neal 
Townsend, Mary Ann 
Townsend, J. Leroy, Jr. 
‘Townsend, Dr. M. F. 
‘Townsend, Mrs. M. F, 
‘Townsend, Sarah 
‘Townsend, Mrs. Walter 
Tudor, John A. 
Tudor, Mrs. John A. 
Tudor, Johnny 
Tuton, Mrs. Earl 
Tuton, Ronald 
Twitty, O. W. 
Twitty, Mrs. O. W. 
Tyndall, James Paul 
Tyre, Alton 
Tyre, Mrs. Alton 

*Underwood, Charles 

Varser, L. R. 
*Veasey, Mrs. Rex M., Jr. 

Wade, E. C. 
Wade, Mrs. E. C. 
Walker, H. R. 
Walker, Mrs. H. R. 
Walker, J.C . 
Walker, Mrs, J. C. 
Wallace, H. T. 
Wallace, Mrs. H. T. 
*Walters, Mrs. D. P. 
*Walters, J. B. 
Walters, Miss Linnie 
Walters, Mrs. Walker 
Walton, H. P. 
Walton, Mrs. H. P. 
Ward, A. F. 
Ward, Mrs. A. F. 
Ward, Charles 
Ward, Mrs. Charles 
Ward, Charles, Jr. 
Ward, Dr. D. E. 
Ward, Mrs. D. E. 
Ward, E. L. 
Ward, Mrs. E. L. 
Ward, Brenda Joyce 
Ward, Edward Lee, Jr. 
Ward, Dr. F. P. 
Ward, Mrs. F. P. 
Ward, Frank, Jr. 
Ward, Mary Alice 
Ward, H. D. 
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Ward, Mrs. H. D. 
Ward, Betty 
Ward, Henry D., Jr. 
Ward, Mrs. M. D. 
*Warden, Mrs. B. M 
Warwick, Mrs. C. A. 
Warwick, Nancy 
**Warwick, George 
Warwick, William 
Warwick, Charles E. 
Warwick, Mrs. Chas. E. 
Warwick, Chas. Hardy 
Warwick, Elizabeth 
Warwick, Henrietta C. 
Warwick, Mary Carol 
Watts, W. C. 
Watts, Mrs. W. C. 
Watts, Betty Ann 
Watts, Edith 
*Welch, Mrs. Arno L. 
*Welch, Betty 
Wellington, Tommy 
Wellington, Mrs. Tommy 
Wells, Edward B. 
Wells, Mrs. Edward B. 
Welsh, Mrs. Ed 
West, D. Truett 
West, Parker 
West, Mrs. Parker 
White, J. D. 
White, Mrs. J. D. 
Whitener, Earl A. 
Whitener, Mrs. Earl A. 
Whitener, Jeanne Dale 
Whitener, Ralph 
*Wlihoit, Thomas 
Wilkerson, DeLeon 
Wilkerson, Mrs. DeLeon 
Wilkerson, Mary Barnes 
Wilkerson, Terry 
Wilkerson, F. M. 
Wilkerson, Mrs. F. M. 
Wilkerson, Mrs. Luther 
Wilkerson, Rupert 
Wilkins, Jerry Lee 
Wilkins, Mrs. Mary 
Wilkins, Herman 
Williams, Miss Annie G. 
Williams, Miss Mildred 
Williams, Bert 
Williams, Mrs. Bert 
Williams, Dewey 
Williams, Mrs. Dewey 
Williams, E. T. 
Williams, Mrs. E. T. 
Williams, Emily Rose 
Williams, Ervin, Jr. 
Williams, Tolly 
Williams, Mrs. Homer 
*Williams, Mrs. James H. 
Williams, Mrs. James O. 
Williams, Anna 
Williams, Jimmy 
*Williams, Mrs. J. C. 
Williams, J. T. 
Williams, Mrs. J. T. 
Williams, Barbara E. 
Williams, Donald E. 
Williams, Lee F. 
Williams, Teddy 
Williams, Mrs. Mamie 
Williams, M. W. 
Williams, Mrs. M. W. 
Williams, Robert 
Williamson, Ertle 
WwWilliamson, Mrs. Ertle 
Williamson, Frank, Jr. 
Williamson, Mrs. Frank 
Williamson, Horace C. 
Williamson, Mrs. Horace 
Williamson, Mrs. Irene 
Williamson, Mrs. J. M. 
Williamson, J. V., Sr. 

  

Williamson, Mrs. J. V., Sr. 

Williamson, J. V., Jr. 
Williamson, Mrs. J. V., Jr. 
Williamson, Carolyn 
Williamson, John V., III 
Willis, E. J. 
Willis, Mrs. E. J. 
*Willoughby, Billy 
Willoughby, Mrs. Ernest 
Wilson, A. L. 
Wilson, Mrs. A. L. 
*Wilson, Arthur, Jr. 

  

Wishart, F. Eli ; 
Wishart, Mrs. F. Eli 
Wishart, Betty Rose 
Wishart, F. Eli, Jr. 
Wishart, Mrs. G. B. 
**Wishart, David 
Wishart, J. Empie 
Wishart, Mrs. J. Empie 

Wishart, Johnny _ 
Wishart, Mrs. Jessie 
Wishart, Wallace 

91 

Wishart, Mrs. Wallace 
Wishart, Miss Willie 
Witt, Mrs. M. B. 
*Womble, Anne 
*Wrenn, Mrs. Jack Lee 
Wright, Mrs. B. F. 
Wyatt, Robert 

York, W. R. 
York, Mrs. W. R.



  

July 22, 1955 

Mr. I. M. Biggs, Chairman 
Centennial Committee 
First Baptist Church 
Lumberton, N. C. 

Dear Sir: 

It was with a great deal of pleasure and pride that I 
examined a copy of the History of our Church as pre- 
pared and written by you and your committee. As Chair- 
man of the Board of Deacons, and personally, I want to 
thank you for the splendid manner in which you have 
completed this very fine work 

This History was presented to the Board of Deacons at 
their regular meeting on July 11, and the board by 
unanimous vote accepted this document and extended its 
sincere thanks to you and your committee for the ex- 
cellency in which this project has been carried on 

Any history is a record of "what happened". If "what 
happened" was not as it should have been, then the 
product would not justify a history. I'm so glad that 
those who went before us built in such a manner that 
we could be proud of our history. How I-wish that I 
could thank each and every one 

Ours is a great heritage. My sincere appreciation and 
heartfelt thanks goes out to those who made this 
heritage possible. My earnest prayer is that we of 
the present generation will conscientiously and con- 
stantly keep before us our debt to the past, our needs 
for the present, and our obligations to the future 

Sincerely yours, 

Henry D. Ward, Chairman 

Board of Deacons 

First Baptist Church
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