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1. The O. N. |. 54 Series has passed through many transitions as a result
of wartime conditions. First published as O. N. [. 54, Silhouettes of U. S.
Naval Ships, the manual has since been issued as O. N. |. 54-R, U. S. Naval
Ships and Aircraft, in the standard O. N. . 6 x 10 size for use in U. S. Navy
Task Binders. The continued appearance of new ships, and reconstruction of
older vessels, necessitated the issue of this manual in a series of supplements.
As data became available in increasing quantities, collation of the material
has imposed a considerable burden upon the user.

2. The advanced status of the naval building program now makes it
possible to reprint this publication in more convenient form and the greater
part of the manual will henceforth be issued in a series of ‘‘type pamphliets”
which will be issued as reconstruction and the completion of new ships
require. The process of replacement of material already issued will neces-
sarily be a gradual one. Material covering types will be reissued in pam-
phlet form as it becomes available and these pamphlets may be substituted
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by holders of O. N. |l. 54-R for the loose-leaf sheets covering these types.

3. O. N. l. 54-R was initially issued under the title ““U. S. Naval Ships
and Aircraft.” Since coverage on U. S. aircraft in standard 6 x 10 size is
now available in other publications, an aircraft section will not be included
in the O. N. |. 54 Series as reissued. The O. N. |. 54 Series illustrates all
types of seagoing vessels on the Navy list.

4. The O. N. . 54 Series is issued as RESTRICTED. Subject to the limita-

tions implicit in this classification, commanding officers may exercise such
latitude in the circulation of this publication as to assure familiarity with

the appearance of ships of the U. S. Navy on the part of personnel under
their command.

R. E. SCHUIRMANN,
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy,

Director of Naval Intelligence.
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