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Dear Sir: 
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sel contained in your excellent and instructive Address. 
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With sincere regard 

at your disposal. 
, and earnest wishes for your success and happiness, 

I am, 

Yours, most truly, 

WM. F. GREEN. 
Messrs. Ex1as Bunn, 

J. B. Barnes, } Committee. 
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ADDRESS. 

Youne GENTLEMEN oF THE Mornine Srar Instirure: 

Had I yielded to ineli inavion, rather than a sense of duty 
and an earnest desire to contri ibute to your pleasure and to 
the noble enterprise which brings us toge ther this day,-the 
task you have imposed upon me would have fallen. upon 
another more competent. And even now I could wish you 
had selected some devotee of le arning, of ‘deep and varied 
research, who had penetrated farther the mazy windings of 
life’s pathw ay—some bold and successtul adventurer in the 
fields of literat ture, who would return and meet you on this 
festive occasion —meet you, as you press forward in your 
joyous march, full of life and of hope and of youthful fancy ; 
and here, by this leaping fountain of know ledge, unfold to 
you the rich treasures of a well-stored mind and the expe- 
rience of riper years. 

The occ tig seg young gentlemen, is one full of interest 
and fit calm reflection. Some of you may regard it as 
the a of INbor and toil. hh Pape ient of restraint and the 
wholesome disci pline of the schox olroom, you may look to 
it as the hs arbinger of a bright and happy vacation, when 
text-books shall be laid by, and the tuition of your instrue- 
tors dispensed with for a season: when with minds as. free 
from care as the very breeze that fans the rosy tinted 
cheek of health, you shall press onee more, with elastic 
step, nature’s velvet lawn—dash with nimble foot the pearly 
dew drop from the wild flower’s cup, and listen with de- lighted ear to the untaught carols of *gay-plumed birds, 
along the fringed banks of the m urmuring silver brook. 

out, in the bosoms of parents and friends, the occasion 
has awakened feelings of a graver and deeper concern. 
The anxiety depicted upon each countenance, and the  
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watchful attention given your past exercises, can not fail 

to impress upon your Minds the fact, that they have been 

scanning the application and proficiency of each one of you 

during the past session, and marking well the promises of 

your youth. 

With earnest hope and unfaltering patience will they 

wait for after-years to redeem the promises of this blooming 

springtime of your life. You can redeem every pledge 

promise of your youth—you can more than realize your 

own and'the highest expectations of parents and friends: if 

you but make the firm resolve to so, the work is half per- 

formed. 

Nature has done all for you that wisdom and power 

could coneeive and execute. Man is the Vast work of the 

Almighty, and the crowning glory of his creation. Other 

t o earth, grovelling in dispos- creatures are formed prone 
: . 4 53 : ' ne 

ition, and “obedient to appetite.” . But behold the, erect 
rt 

- 4 an di 4 ‘ ‘ ‘+ ‘ ] F 

posture of man, the symmetry ol his mechanism, and the 

nobleness of his be: aring !—they bespeak the superiorit: V and 

excellence of his creation. Look upon the form divine of 

the youth who is in the act of transition from puberty to 

manhood! His blood leaps through his veins, and the ga 

zelle bounding o’er the flowery lawn is not more agile md 

airy than he. - His eye and cheek bespeak the varied emo- 

tions of his soul. His voice is attuned to harmony, and the 

graces of his person and the manliness of_his form, vie with 

each other for excellence. It is full of life and beauty and 

majesty, that youthful form—a model inimitable by .the 

chisel of a Phidias or a Praxitiles! 

But how much more to be wondered at and admired is 
; “1 4a 90 ani ‘ aa Ft a : *y sh oO 

the living principle that rules and animates that form! The 
+1, 

body. however ‘beautiful and majestic, is of the earth, 

earthy—it fades and Weak Its sphere of action is limited 

and circumscribed. . It has speed of feet, but no wings with 

which to fly. It may scale the mountain summit, but it 

can rise no higher. But who or what can limit or ¢ireum- 

scribe that intangible and spiritual essence, the human 

mind! Prin@es have shut up with iron bars and grates the 
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bodies of their subjects, hoping to’ check what they con- 
sidefed the inroads of heresy and the erratic flights of 
thought. But even there, amid the damp vapors of a loath- 

some cell, with an eye turned inward, it would draw upon 
its own treasured resources, and revel in the fancies of its 
own imagination. On the wings ofthe morning it flies to 
meet the sun at his rising, follows him in his course through 
the heavens, till his brighter glory is withdrawn, then 

watches each star as with silent step of fear it steals forth ; 

chases the comet in its eccentric flight through the depths 
of space, noting its returns atintervals of an hundred years, 

even to the very day, hour and moment. Turning to earth, 

it penetrates her darkest abodes, and walks among her hid- 
den fires, or dives into the depths of ocean and gathers her 
pearly wealth. Standing upon the present, an isthmus of 

time, it looks back upon the sea of the past, and forward 
into that of the future. It holds converse with the men of 
other days—the patriots, sages, and heroes of antiquity; 

weighs their deeds in the bs lane -es of enlightened reason, and 

approves or condemns them. Itsits by the side of the Ptole- 
mies and Pharoahs of Egypt; beholds the sculptor giving 
form to the Sphynx; and hears the busy hum of industry and 

the sharp clink of the mason’s chisel, fashioning the granite 

blocks of the pyramids; attends Afneas in his flight to 
Italy, and, with the twin brothers, lays the first stone in the 

walls of esl TE Rome. Itis familiar with the philosophy 

of Socrates and Plato, and with the noble band of Grecian 
youth that follow in their train—delights*“ enter sylvas 

9 Academi querere verum. It is in the assembly when the 

fire and persuasive tones of Demosthenes’ eloquence move 
the Greeks like a troubled se; against Philip and his hosts. 

It is in the Roman Senate when Cicero denounces the fierce 

Cataline as a conspirator and an enemy to his country. ° It 
marks alike the progress of Empires and of States, discern- 

ing the springs of prosperity and greatness, andthe canses 
of dissolution and decay. Laden with the knowledge‘and 
experience afforded by the past, it goes to work for the  



G
S
E
S
 

et
ta
se
s 

i 
ac
e 
Pi
at
t 

A
M
E
T
 
E
I
N
E
 

SP
 

M
B
 

present and the future. It conceives, it plans, 1t executes. 

How mysterious and grand its operations! 

And yet, if we are lost in astonishment at the eapacity of 

human intellect, which is but a scintillation stricken out 

from the Great Source of light, how utterly futile become all 

attempts to comprehend the infinitude of mind possessed 

by the great I Am! who fashioned the spheres and rolled 

them from his mighty hand into the immensity of space, 

and so wisely adjusted the power of attraction and of cen- 

trifugal force, that each amid the millions in motion should 

move. in harmony in its respective orbit; who so inclined 

each planet upon its axis, that, as it moves around its com- 

fhon centre of attraction, it shall experience the vicissitudes 

of day and of nightiand of seasons. 

Such and far greater is the Author of our being, and so 

great are the gifts and capacities of mind and of body with 

which He has blessed us. 

But, young gentlemen, these gifts and talents are of no 

avail and useless, unless they be cultivated and improved. 

These are capabilities rather than powers positive and ac- 

tive of themselves. Like a beautiful statue undeveloped 

in a rough block of marble, requiring the chisel and the 

skill of the sculptor to reveal it to the eye; or, like the 

aéorn which holds the giant oak in embryo, it must needs 

have air, heat and moisture, before it can shoot forth 

branches and spread a refreshing shade. From the very 

beginning, a decree unquestionably designed for man’s hap- 

piness has gone forth as the accompaniment of these high 

powers. God has declared by the silent and inflexible laws 

of metaphysics, that no mental excellence shall be attained 

without labor determined and continual. ‘Those articles 

which aréof great price and value are the equivalents of 

much labor and toil. Things of little worth float upon the 

surface, but he that would gather pearls must dive to the 

bottom of the ocean. So this work of mental improvement 

and self-development, so full of promise and rich reward, is 

one of determination and unceasing labor. It is a work 

which must be performed by each one of yougfor himself— 
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it cannot be done by proxy, no, never by another. . There 

has not yet been discovered any cunning or device by which 

this law of mental development can be evaded. You may 

and you ought to be assisted, but the work can never be 

accomplished without your free and hearty co-opera‘ion. 

And now is the time to lay the foundation deep and strong, 

to work manfully upon the superstructure, and rear at least 

the frame-work of an education, in these haleyon days of 

your youth, in this spring-time of life, when the body is 

healthful and vigorous, and the mind quick to receive 1m- 

pressions. And need I portray to you the advantages, and 

argue the necessity of cultivating and improving your 

talents? Do not the age and the country in which you live, 

and the loveliness of polite literature, as well as the useful- 

ness and sublimity of science hold out to you sufficient in- 

ducements to labor and to study? I say the age, because 

it is.one of rapid and onward progress—lethargy and su- 

d. Things move at the 
i, < pineness can no longer be tolerate 

whistle of the steam engine and the quick click of the tele- 

graph. 

Just now, in the latter half of the nineteenth century, 

is the inventive genius of man, aided by art and untiring 

industry, unfolding upon a grand scale the hidden resources 

of the material world, constraining unwilling contribution 

from intractable matter to the comfort, convenience and 

happiness of the race. Now do the white sails of com- 

merce catch every ‘breeze, and the prow of the majestic 

ship lash into foam the bosom .of the ocean, as she bears 

along the fruits of industry from every clime and ‘nation 

upon the globe. Now does the iron horse, with breath of 

fire and lunes that know no fatigue, dash over the plains, 
seat », 

hs neigh sleeping echo in the hills and val- 

leys, carrying the mineral and agricultural wealth of rural 

and inland districts, and with unwonted velocity and the 

comfort of the fireside, transporting the curious, the pleas- 

ure-seeking and the merchant to scenes of attraction and 

the busy marts of trade. Now does the power-press repro- 

duce in the twinkling of an eye the wisdom and philosophy  
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of departed sages; set forth the elaborated thoughts .and 

idea as of the statesman, mets si 4 and divine, dissem- 

wherever ub Dae ion has shot a.ray of Tak; ec ated rth, 

which the slow plodding of the ancient manuscript copyist 

sinks into stg ance ee, d the wonder arises that knowl- 

oO 

fluence of Christianity take into its embrace the moral na- 

ture of» mankind, purifying the heart and elevating the 

thoughts and affections to objects invisible and esta el 

This being the onward march of the age in which we live, = 

edge so fettered increased at all. Now does thé benign in- 
| 

there can a no time for loitering, no time for delay. If 

4 you would enter the lists, you must do so girded and pre- 

pared for the race. If you stop on the way for preparation, 
, ose the prize, you fail to reach the goal of honorable 

distinction and bechronicled in the legends of renown: I 

ay the country in which you live, because it holds out to 

you high inducements and honorable rewards—by reason 

of its free and rad ‘natitmelongs its genial climate, its fruit- 

ful soil, its majestic rivers, its mountains of mineral wealth, 
} ite ror] fxr ; > . >" . ] y ++ { — ° ~ 

and its mighty commerce on the great oceans that wash its 

suores. Our government recognizes no favored class, no 
4] 

i roy al bl ood, pa tiers by the accident of birt 1, to hi igh pre- 

l honor. Our Ne Tepe oe expressly 

all titles of nobility, of pomp and of 

to distinction and uae lies open, and 

invites alike the beggar’s boy and the millionare’s son. The 

only requisites demanded for office and ee pate, ae 

tue and capacity in the aspirant ; ona these alone must be 

looked to in all free governments, if they ai » perpetu- 

ated, if they are to continue prosperous aed ba 

Your fathers now, under the providence of Heaven, 

wield at th e ballot-box the destiny of this country ; eac h o1 1e 

a ruler and a sovereign in his own asserted and independ- 

ent right; acknowledging allegiance to no power but that 

ofthe Most High. Many ofthe greatand distinguished men 
of this generation have already passed off the stage of ac- 
tion. A Webster, a Clay, a Calhoun and a King, have 

=>) 
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yielded up their ‘places in legis! lative halls, in the cabinet, 

il-boar the natior vhen 
and at the councit-board of the nation. It must be, wh 

political firmament, that 
such brilliant lights go out im the 

a shadow will fall upon the land: this shadow can alone be 
Cc c » a ng Z arnt vy 

dispelled by the rising of new luminaries of intellect, ol 

> . 1 s koe 

eqnal effulgence and brightness. 
oo : WeDe, eke noavent 

You, young gentlemen, are the hes appare 
4 Q y » TS 

sovereignty 6 of thas § great Republi i soon youl fathe 

the entire troop of actors upon the political arena, we : 

away, and you will be called upon to take their places m 

the pulpit, at the bar, and in the halls of State a 

legislation. You will be compelled to assume the tr 

the responsibility of open ig the affairs of the 

and most powerful free go 

the globe. To you will be 

army and navy and vast com! 

PREIS of the ae Lo your . 

that sacred emanati the wisdon oft our forefathe ul 

American Oonee tation ; and upon your interpretation of its 

prin siple a. and adherence to them, will eacute ee the future 
7 

: se tal on . nfaderati ‘ and 

union ‘and harmony and confederation ol ates 

1.) ae 
ti th: vreat problem—the capacity 

solution oO hat great probiem the ¢ ee d 

] ] ‘ ry} ha sla IO 

Into your hands will be placed - 

ent. 
35 rwaAKwe wat 

lorious “‘stars and stripes,” never yet 
< ; 7 e 7 f ; . to ne 

‘or vet trailed in the dust before mortal foe ; 

‘a 7 ’ thie op 
*1)} a y ’ ] Vee Oo at ‘ay yf | 1s ensign QO] OUT 

upon you will depend the protection ¢ 

olory, this escutcheon of our lame 
at n the nart 

d a ts bv recollection, on thé part 
It gui ards and shields 

* a 517 1+ re 

ns now from 1)suit ali 
. 

| 1 {° ] t QINTY A *{7 ‘ ‘ friotism 

of our enemies, of the prowess, tie ee: , and pati 

ae and bloody 
of our fathers 

fields over which it h 

yet in Hither 

it, while in your aim 
. r yY TOY 1+ a7nre fe 

it will no longer, as now, vistecks wherever its azure 1 
. * } i 

- ‘ncn - eitizens. Whe ] ear 

unfurled, our commerce and trade and e Citizen y 1Cl 

yn the hioh seas or on to etl soil. These are 
they roam upon ft! 

= 

r and faith- aa RS ike eee 

grave trusts and responsible duties, for the prope  



ful performance of which posterity wilk hold you to a strict 
account. 

The true and faithful performance of them will depend 

upon the amount of intelligence and virtue and patriotism 
you shall bring to the undertaking. If you shall come to 

the task prepared, as you should be, the gray-headed sires 
of the land will commit to your charge, vithout forebodings 

and misgivings, the rich heritage and the future weal and 

Sage of our country; and in their declining years, they 

vill. fondly hope that for a longer time than lived the i 

man Republic, our gallant old ship of State will ride, with- 

out hurt or damage, the storms of internal strife, of faction 

and fanaticism, and of foreign hate. As these are high and 

responsible trusts, let me urge you to make yourselves equal 
to the oceasion whenever they shall fall upon you; and do 

not, we entreat you, mistake the character of true greatness 

and true nobility, which alone can fit you for aie clis- 

charge. ‘They consist, as we confidently assert and believe, 
in virtue, in moral and intellectual coral 

The time has been, when men were accustomed to look 

to wealth and rank and ancestral memorials as the expo- 

nents of greatness, and were loath to acknowledge it with- rf 

uch insignia—when the more mementoes of great bat- 

tles by fathers won, the more marble statues and columns 

and paintings one could boast, the greater were his claims 

upon his fellow-men for estimation and honor. Often for 

these have the people lavished applause and bestowed their 
homage, and for lack of them, withheld respect and hurled 

contempt. When Caius Marius would aspire to office the 

people demanded the evidences of his rank! ‘ What,” said 

he, “if I:can show no family statue, enumerate no long line 

of illustrious ancestors! I can show the sears of those 

wounds I received in facing the enemies of my country ! 

L can show the hg ole and the armour I have taken from 

the psa ee ‘hese are my statues, these the honors I 

boast; not left cf inheritance, but earned by absti- 

nefice, by ay by \ 

blood.” 

valour, amid clouds of dust and seas of 
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The power of wealth to confer honor is exceeding great. 

Where riches are amassed, men gather like vampires  at- 

tracted by the smell of blood, to pay homage and fan the 

breeze of flattery. It can Wiak e fawning parasites liberal 

of their bought praises; it ean throw the Ahiantle of a venia 

charity over the crimes of high places; extenuate them by 

the fascinations of eloquence; embellish them by the flow- 
ing numbers of the poet’s lay, and soften them by the mel- 
low tints of the painter’s pencil! But those who, found 

their.claims upon such unstable basis, live in the memories 

of men only by their contact with the truly great—they are 

the barnacles and shell-fish that cleave to the keel of the 
massive ship as she rides the ocean billows of time, and en- 

ters, suffused with glory, the port of future generations. 

“Where is the fame 

Which the vainglorious of earth 

Would seek to eternize? The minutest wave 

That swells the flood of ages, whelms in nothing 

The unsubstantial bubble.’’ 

Mental and moral excellence are the only sure basis of true 
nobility. It comes not by birth, not by chance, not by the 
favor or sycophancy of men. It is the gift of heaven, not 
of heraldry—a sparkling gem set in the coronet of fame, 
and polished by the hand of industry.. Such grandeur and 

nobleness of mind as characterized a Newton, a Luther and 

a Locke—men claiming and receiving from their fellow- 

men nothing save only witat their own intrinsic merits enti- 

tled them to. They were giants traversing the fields of 

thought in search of nature’s laws and of truth; laying hold 

upon the bases of mountains of error, and upheaving their 

foundations. Pioneers they were in the unexplored wilds 

of hidden knowledge, removing the accumulated rubbish 

of ages in Church and State; levelling hills and filling up 

valleys for the rapid and triumphant progress of posterity 

to glory and renown. These are Heaven’s aristocracy, the 
true noblemen of earth. They have .erected their own 

monuments—not of granite and marble, as the Knights of 

Heraldry are wont to do, but of that imperishable material,  
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thought,—founded upon a rock of diamond brilliancy and. 

firmness, their stately proportions, self-luminous, shall attract 

the gaze of admiring millions. Would you compare the 

nobility of intellect with that of the inheritors of greatness, 

go to Westminster Abbey and. behold the gorgeous monu- 

ments that rise over the remains of England’s royalty—the 

Plantagenets, the Stuarts, the Tudors, and those of the 

house of Brunswick. Compare the emotions excited in 

your breast, by this scene, with those you feel when view- 

ing the plain tombstones that point out the ashes of the 

Bard of Avon, of Milton, of Young, of Thompson, of Gold- 

smith and Gray—the untitled genius, wit and learning that 

moulder by their side. Or count over the names of the 

Emperors and Queens that lie garnered in the dreary pomp 

of monumental marble in the capuchin vaults of Vienna. 

Weigh their dust with the blodd and ecalamity of their 

peasant’s war, their thirty years war, and all the vile pre- 

tences for which they made their kingdom an aceldama and 

a charnel-house. Where now is their nobility, where that 

oreatness of which they thought themselves the sole pro- 

prietors! Gone! forgotten like a dream. ‘Their’s was the 

name without the reality, the shadow without the substance. 

The traveller strolls indifferently by their mausoleums, ad- 

mires their magnificence and the skill of the architect; but 

regards them only as sepulchral piles over corruption—the 

last vain attempts of fictitious greatness to excite admira- 

tion and perpetuate a name. 

The reigns of kings and queens, the titled great of earth, 

have. served little other purpose than for the historian to 

mark “by them the epochs of great events, the discoveries 

and inventions of the sons of genius and of intellect. 

It is unnecessary, young gentlemen, and the time allow- 
J 

ed on this occasion will not permit one, to pass in review 

and urge upon your attention the advantages of a thorough 

and intimate acquaintance with each different branch of 

science, of literature and of art. These things, as you pro- 

oress, | am sure will be fully and faithfully brought to light 

by your competent and eflicient instructors. 

But permit me to say to you, that after you shall have 

completed the circle of learning and of human research, 

and realized the truth of the deciaration made by.Sir Fran- 

cis Bacon, that “knowledge is power”—after you shall 

have explored, with Newton, with Herschel and La Place, 

the fields of ether, fretted with golden fires, and surveyed 

them as with compass and chain; ascertained the revolu- 

tions of planets, and their physical phenomena; calculated 

the velocity of light, the chances of eclipses and the coming 

of comets, and made the science of astronomy tributary to 

the wants of commerce and of navigation; after you shall 

have penetrated, with Lyell, Hugh Miller and Agassiz, the 

strata of the earth’s crust, classifying the fossil remains of 

extinct animal life there entombed, and read the changes 

and convulsions it has suffered, as inscribed upon the pages 
of this mighty book by the finger of the Almighty; after 
youshall have learned, as far as revelation and the pages 

of history can teach, the past experience and the future des- 

tiny of the human race; after you shall have acquired all 

this learning, and much more, you may still be unworthy 

the respect and confidence of your fellow-men—you may 

be more powerful for wickedness and for evil than for good 

and virtuous deeds. The heart, with its affections, must be 

cultivated no less than the intellect. 

I can point you to one who acquired in an eminent de- 
gree all these helps of greatness; a man of brilliant talents, ° 
of great learning, eloquence, fascinating manners, and the 
most captivating address; one of the few who, entering the 
war of independence with ardor and flattering prospects, 
disappointed the expectations he had created, dishonored 
the cause he had espoused, and ended in shame and igno- 
miny a career which he had opened with splendor. This 
man was the third Vice-President of the United States, a 

Senator in Congress, and a competitor with Thomas Jeffer- 

son for the highest office in the gift of the people, though 

he well knew the votes he received had not been cast for 

that office. Disappointed and bafiled in his scheme of sel- 

fish ambition, the fiendish thought of treason seizes his soul.  
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He is suspected, arrested, and charged with the crime, and, 

acquitted, believed to have been guilty. Aaron 
though 

: 

and recti- 
Burr was destitute of moral principle, of virtue, 

tude of purpose—wanting in these, he lacked everything. 

Better be the poorest beggar that crawls, and virtuous, 

than brilliant and accomplished as Byron, Voltaire’ and 

Burr, and vicious as they. 

“Talents angel bright, 

If wanting worth, are shining instruments 

In false ambition’s hand to finish faults 

Iliustrious and give infamy renown.” 

Let me urge you then to invest yourselves and all the 

knowledge you may acquire in the robes of virtuous prin- 

and uprightness. © “ Obsta principiis.” For- 

tify yourselves against the first temptations, the first allure- 

ments of vice. Shun them as you would a quicksand or a 

plague. Like Ulysses, bind yourselves with the chords of 

virtue to the mast of conscious rectitude, and stop your ears 

to the wooing voice of Calypso and her nymphs. It is the 

first false step in the paths of vice which makes the return 

to virtue’s ways difficult to all and impossible to many. 

Clothed with the power of knowledge, and guided by that 

s no indirection, which heeds 

ciple, integrity 

virtuous principle which know 

not the suggestions of expediency at the expense of right, 

a future radiant with hope and a glorious destiny awaits 

you. Take courage, then, and press on to the attainment 

of true greatness and true nobility, for the 

“ Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our lives sublime, 

And departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time ; 

Footprints, that perchance another 

Sailing o’er life’s troubled main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother 

Seeing, shall take heart again,” 

We should be guilty of a breach of courtesy, were we to 

pass by the young ladies of this place, who are engaged in 

similar pursuits, without a word of admonition and coun- he , ; 
Woman’s claims u 
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civility unrestrained by the stiiness of ceremony, that 

  

amenity of manner, that geuuine politeness which seeks to 

  

heighten the hs appiness of Mar beat those ornaments and 

erac es which invest social intercourse with its most elegant 

  

and attractive charms. 

If, young ladies, your sex exerted the influence over s 

ciety we have ascribed to it, by the native unadorned ele 

ments of sgt acter which are pecieey feminine, by her 

beauty, her grace, her devotion and constanc 2s her gent tle. 

ness of ¢ diascatian und tendernes Bae sympathy, ever alive 

to the eries of wo!—if in castle hall, she ‘ca say to 

man’s tumultuous passions ‘* peace te still” —if in those 

mimic scenes of war over which she presided the arbitress 

of skill and valor, by an approving smile or a gentle wave 

of the hand she could nerve the arm of the gallant knight 

for feats of courage—if by communion with her. she could 

soften his rough nature, humanize his heart, and restrain 

his lawless spirit—what, allow me to ask, will be the inf 

ence. you must exert upon society, when by intellectua 
         

culture you shall adorn these’native elements of character 

with the soompi inta of art, of science, of a pure! 

taste and a holier Christianity? Like the ce! ircling wave 

from the stone cast into the bosom of the placid lake, it 
La | 

will widen, silently diffusing itself, until it breaks upon the 

farthest shore of civilization. 

It does not follow, as a necessary consequence, that you 

will exert an influence so great, or for good. You may. 

But it will depend upon the cultiv ation and proper exercise 

of the powers with which you have been blest, 

You live in an age remarkable for intelligent and liberal 

sentiment. You enjoy greater privileges and advantages 

than have been vouchsafed to woman at any previous pe 

riod of the world’s existence. A deeper and livelier in 

terest is felt in the cause of female education and the gen- 

eral diffusion of knowledge than ever REPO TONS, and in 

like degree is expectation aroused and your respons ibilities 

increased. It will not be sufficient vag you skim, as on 

swallow’s wing} the surface of knowledge, delighted w ith 
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will oe a deeper or more varied learning than the 

other sex; but you may and you ought to press closely up- 

on the Yodlitobe of the boldest adventurer in the regions of 
thought. You may not, with Herschell, point the telescope 

the bright orbs that move in silent majesty in the un- 
fathomable depths of space; nor, with Humboldt and 
Hugh Miller, ascend the rugged heights of the voleano, and 
hang over its burning crater, or penetrate the strata of the 
earth, and trace the “ Eotp Pris of the creator” in its once 
yielding crust; nor, with Prescott, Bancroft and Hawks, 

gather from musty volumes and obscure manuse ripts tre 

ro 
Sse 

r, 

facts and great events which male up the history and char- 

acter of*apeople. But you ought and you may know the 
result of their researches, in a much shorter time than they 
were engaged in making them; you can realize the full 
benefits of their labors and discoveries. No chilling penury 

now clips the wings of youthful aspiration. Parents and 
guardians have a lively appreciation of the real advantage 

and priceless worth of solid learning and polite literature. 

The time has been when the father looked with a miser’s 
eye upon his gold, and would have sooner excluded the 

light of heaven from the soul of lis child than have parted 

with his treasure. That day of ignorance is fast closing— 

its beclon iat sun fy sa sink ing beneath the horizon. All 
it over our lovely heritage, in town and sequestered retreat, 

are established and springing up, as by magic, seminaries of 

learning, devoted to fen sal education, whence flow per- 

ennial streams of intelligence and virtue that water and 

gladden our country. 

We rejoice at the zeal and energy now senshi sat vy the 
Old North State in behalf of her daughters. It is fit that 

she who first breathed the thought of liberty and indepen- 

dence—who first unsheathed the sword and defied the ty- 

rant’s will—should be among the foremost in that race 

whose goal and end is the rescue and redemption of mind 

from the thraldom of ignorance and the gloom of super- 

stition. 

Napoleon Bonaparte once asked Madame DeStael, one of 

21 

the brightest intellects of your sex, how he should best pro- 
mote the happiness of the French people. Her reply was, 
‘Instruct the women of France.” Woman is the kind and 
affectionate teacher of the race. She watches with mater- 
nal care and love the first budding of promise, and trains 
with gentle hand the tender sprigs of thought. She toils 
day and night to fit us for the fierce conflicts of life, for use- 
fulness and distinction. When we quit the parental roof, 
she gives us a shield and tells us to “ come back with it or 
upon it.” If we shall sueceed, if fortune shall favor, and 
honor be our reward, we flee for a while the storm and 
the strife of the world, to revisit the old homestead and lay 
that honor at the feet of a mother who has watched with 
joy our upward career. It is enough for woman that she 
fashions the mind and gives tone to the character of him 
who shall command fleets and lead armies to battle; whose 
eloquence shall move and calm the excited masses of the 
people. Let not, then, vaulting ambition, the pride of 
learning and thirst for fame, usurp the gern in her heart, 
where gentleness, submissiveness and patience ought to 
réign. Let her not reach forth her tiny hand to grasp the 
helm and guide the ship of State over the heaving sea of 
political strife—it is beyond her sphere of action—a labor 
too great and hazardous for her. Her throne is in the so- 
cial circle; the household altar is her place of worship and 
service. Jere the virtues and the graces of female char- 
acter bloom and shed their sweetest fragrance. Behold the 
ardor of her plighted love; and the strength of her devo- 
tion, as exemplified in the classic story of “ Perelope’s web.” 
For ten long years Ulysses is in the camp and siege of 
Troy, for ten years more he is detained by adverse winds 
from the pleasures of home and the joys of the social circle ; 
still, for a score of years, his faithful spouse deludes impor- 
tunate suitors, weaves and unweaves her tapestried web, 
anxiously awaiting and hoping for the joyons return of her 
lord. Look upon the disconsolate and inconsolable widow 
f the lamented Sir John Franklin! Her affectionate de- 
votion has touched the chords of sympathy in all hearts  



  

throughout the civilized world ; when hope for the return 
of Sir John has withered and died in all other minds; when 
voyage after voyage of explon _—o ‘ation and discovery have re- 
turned, with no satisfactory tidings of his own or the des- 
tiny of his crew; still faithful and hopeful, she is this day 
gathering together the fragments of her fortune, to fit out 
another expedition for his relief, if it be that he yet lives. 
Still, for her, does hope plume its white Wines to search 9 5 I 

> 

amid the thick gloom, the everlasting snows and icebergs of 
the arctic region, for a lost husband. Woman alone js ca- 
pable of such constancy and such devotion. 

It has been well said “that as the vine which has long 
twined its graceful foliage about the oak, and been lifted 
by it into sunshine, will, when the hardy plant has been 

y* rifled by the thunderbolt, cling round it with its caressing 
tendrils, and bind up its shattere ghs; so is it beauti- 
fully ordered by Providence, that woman, who is the de- 
pendent and ornament of man in his happier hours, should 
be his stay and solace when smittén with sudden calamity, 
winding herself into the rugged recesses of his nature, ten- 
derly supporting the drooping head, and binding up the 
broken heart: This is her province, this the orbit in which 
she ought to move, except when, like the morning star, she 
deigns to issue forth to the world in her be; uty and grace, 
scattering her approving smiles upon all that can appre- 
ciate her worth; then she retires to her home again, like 
that star sinking in the west, and the refining influence 
of her presence is as the soft twilight that lingers long be- 
hind a bright and joyous day.



 


