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Let legislators, especially let all professors of Christianity-~the influea-
tial men of the nation—look toit. Much lies at your door ; and the higher
your position in society and the greater your influence, the more will
be required at your hands. Nor is any exempt. We must .all do battle
either for or against the Redeemer of the world. * He that is not tor me
isagainst me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Our
responsibility is according to our means of doing good—our guilt 1s as our
light. All may do something ; the least may domuch. A poor widow once
cast two mites into the treasury ot the Lord. All the sumptuous contribu-
tions of the rich did not equal this. She cast ia all her living—her whole
heart was given to God and the cause of righteousness.

That slavery 1s inconsistent with the requisitions of Christianity we

think will be manifest to every person who will examine the subject with
.eandor. We confess that while we believe critical investigations into the
meaning of Greek and Hebrew words may afford an answer to those who
build their right of slavery on such a sandy foundation, we do not rely on
them to prove that slavery is wrong, = What says the conscience? In the
gecret of thy own bosom does it not raise its still voice and chide thee for
using thy fellow men for thy benefit and aggrandisement? Does it not
whisper evenwhen thou hast sought for arguments to justify slave-hold-
ing—they will not do?—We call on professing Christians to beware how
they press a few texts of scripture into justification of slavery, and proceed
thereon to erecta structure the foundations of which arelaid in the groans
and lears and blood of their colored brethren. s there not danger that to
convince men that Christianity allows of slavery will be to convince them
that the gospel ‘isa tarce—Christianity itself a mockery 7—But let it be
understood, that by slavery we mean the holding of our fellow men for
our own benefit—for our self gratification-—~whether it be lo increase our
wealth, to minister to our pride, to enhance our power, to promote our pop-
ularity, or to satisfy any other selfish demand of our nature. Ifany man
deny not himself he cannot be the disciple of Christ. If he love not his
neighbor (his tellow man)-as himself he is no Christian. Is not this the
whole tenor of the christian religion ; is it not a religion of love, meek-
' ness,gentleness, kindness; a religion which makes its possessor scek the wel-
fare of his fellow creatures even as his own. Nor will it do to say that this is
_not the character of the professed Christians of our day. That is true, and la-
- mentable is the truth. The conduct of professed Christians however can
never alter the requisitions of Christianity. it
~~ Another lesson taught here is that of charity—charity for those who
still continue to hold slaves. Hasty and harsh condemnation of those who
differ from us can seldom fail to prove injurious, 5 W ‘"
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A NARRATIVE, &c.

The society of Friends originated in the year 1647. They
soon began to move on the subject of Slavery in their own
borders, and though their progress may seem to have been
slow, they did not lose sight of their object till it was accordp-
lished. .

»0 eariy as 1671, George Fox counselled Friends in Bar.
badoes, to train up their negroes in the fear of God, to use
them mildly and gently, and after certain years of servitude
to set them free. He visited that island in company with
William Edmundson, and their earnest labors with the mas-
ters in behalf of the slaves occasioned a report that they were
exciting the latter to revolt, which report George Fox prompt-
ly pronounced a wicked slander.

The yearly meeting of Pennsylvania and New Jersey
took the first official step in regard to trading in negrees in
1696, and advised Friends to be careful “not to encourage
the bringing in of any more negroes”—also to bring those
whom they held, to meetings and to have meetings with

them in their families. The order that those who persisted

in holding slaves should be testified against by their monthly

meetings, appears to have beein made in 1778.

The earliest notice on this subject in the minutes of New

England yearly eeting occurs in the year 1715, though

slaveholding was there made a disownable offence five or

six years earlier than 1n Pennsylvania.

New York yearly meeting manifested its disapprobation
of the slave trade previously to the year 1759 and a query

« whether Friends were clear of importing or purchasing ne-

groes or slaves”’ was regularly answered hy the subordinate
meetings. In 1787 there wasnot a slave in their limits.

~ In 1757 Friends of Virginia yearly meeting adopted a
query designed to forbid the trafficking in slaves and to pro-
mote the extension of religious care to those already in their
possession. The disownment of a member for slaveholding
seems to have been authorized in 1784, R

The first record touching this matter on the minutes of
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Nerth Carolina yeasly meeting was mdde in’ the year 1740,
and is as follows:—« An_ eplstle was received from the year-
ly meeting of Vrrglma concermng bearmor arms or gomg to'

&mmr, and using negroes well, &c.”
Elghteen years elapse and we find a minute referring to a

large é")mmlttee the econsideration of these two w elghty af-

vision for negroes’ meciings,” and it was agreed that meet-
ings should be appointed for them at New Begun Creek,
Héaﬁ of thlle River, Simon’s Creek and {ld Neck, at *'reér-
ﬂéd times. A sufficient numter of friends wére to attend
t"l’zeﬁe meetmg§ to see that good order was observed.

~ In our dlsmplme it is the practice for regular reports of the
state o6fsociety to be made by monthly meetings to the quar-
terly and by these to the yearly meetinng. These reports are
in thé form of answers to certain inquiries as to the attend-
ance of meetings, the preservation of love and uuity arnong
the members, the proper tuition of children, the use of ardent
spirits, unduly launching info business, war, &c.  These que-
ries theén may be regarded as an exposition of aur views up-
'oﬁ the subjects contained 13 them. The following was now
ﬁﬂed ‘to the former querles, “ Are all that have negroes care-
ful to use them well, and encourage them to come to meet-
mgs as much as they reasohably can.”” It wiil be found that
t'hrsqliery underwent various changes, gradaally assuming
the form it has at the present day ; it then, with the answerg
thereto will show the position in respect of slavery from time
to time occupied by Frlends as a body as well as the individ-
ﬁil mémbers thereof, |

thhmg further is found on the minutes till 1768, when
the Western Quarterly meeting asked the advice of the year-
ff" meetmz reSpecnng the pmchase of negroes, It seems that
there was an order of disc Ipline o this subject which was
not snfficiently explicit, or upon which diflerent coustructions
had been placed. A comunittee was appointed whmh after
‘&ﬂlberdtlon gave it as their uaited judgment that the dlb('lp-
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iﬂrrs. viz : “that of visiting friends’ famiiies and makii g pro-

and query ofight to be understood as a prohrbnmn of
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m that qs tha hamng of gregropu ;s,a ehurthen wwﬁlpm
in possession. of them, it might be well qu t.h,e mreetmgrto -ad-
vise:all Friends to be careful not to buy or sel‘l in any cass
that can be reasonably a,fvmded » Wit this Judgment and
advice the meeting coneprred., ¢ . it AR s,
Friends of the Western Quarter were stlll lmeasy, q,rw
the next.year desired that the. purchasmg of negroes mlght?lre
ahsolutely prohibited. - {No decision was arrived at; but 1
1770, the matter again coming up by reference fmm the pre-
ceding year, and the yearly meeting havmg w.elghuly con-
sidered the consequences that might arise. from an absolut,e
prohlbluou in all cases .whatever, unammously agreed o
substitute in place of the 7ih query, the. followmg*-—-—Are a}l
Friends careful to bear afa:tnful testimony against the ig-
iquitous practice of importing negroes, or do they refuse to

purchase of those that make a trade or merchandize of Ihem?

And do they use those whom - they have. by mherlta,nce or

otherwise, well, endeavaring to dlscourarge them frqm eﬂl
and encourage them in that which 1s good? Twe years af.
ter this—the Western Quarter still calll'ﬂg attenue;:l to. 1he
snbject—a. close restriction .was made, for it .was now, agreed

that no Friend should buy a slave of any other peraog th
a friend in unily, except it be to prevent the parting of man
and wife, or parent and child, or for ather good treasons

proved of by the monthly meeungs and that,nenq fahquld sell

.8 slave to. anyjperson who makes a practrce ot' buymg anc

lllll

sellmg for the sake of gain. . ... b
..'The Standing Committee (haﬂng the same du,tles rﬁam?"ét
present Meeting for sufferings) about this time drew up the
sentiments respecting the slave. trade w which belr:'g,,ap.proved
of by the yearly meeting were recorded as follow,s B dvatiad
1, «Being fully convinced in. our mlndsand Judo‘me bqy'if;'
;dmlbt or scrnpley of the great evil and. abommapan of &99
importation of negroes from Adfrica, bfy ‘which mrqmtg

_practice, great numbers of our fellow:. creature;awr‘th, __thfjr
sposterity are doomed to.perpett ual and crqel bgngagq‘fyu-._}t

any regard 4o their natural rightto gpertg and freedom whick
they have not forfeited through any act of their own m'een
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sent thereto, but by mere force and cruelty—we are impres-
sed with abhorrence and detestation against such a practicé
~in a christian community ; for experience makes it fully man.-
ifest that instead of their embracing true religion and virtue
in exchange for their natura! liberty, they have become nur-
series of pride and idleness to our youth—in such a manner
that morality and true piety are much wounded where slave-
keeping abounds, to the great grief of {rue christian minds.

And therefore, we cannot but invite our fellow subjects
~and especially the Representatives of North Carolina (as much
lies at their door for the good of the people and prosperity
of the Provinces) to join with their prudent brethren—the
Burgesses of the Colony of Virginia in presenting an address
to the throne of Great Britain, in order to be as eyes to the
blind, and mouths to the dumb ; and whether it succeed or
not, we shall have the secret satisfaction in our own minds of
having used our best endeavors to have so great a torrent of
evil effectuaily stopped at the place where it unhappily had
permission to begin.”’ ,

~ Signed by (21) Thomias Nicholson, Caleb Trueblood,

Ralph Fletcher, John Symons, John Sanders, &c., &e.

This committee also wrote the following epistle fo the
Meeting for Sufferings of London. b

. g - NorTH Carorina, 8th mo. 28, 1772.
Dear Friends : We think proper to acquaint you, that

we have been informed by our friends of Virginia that the

members of the House of Burgesses in . their colony had a-

greed to present an address to the throne of Great Britain,

desiring that an effectual stop may be put to the iniquitous
practice of importing negroes from Africa to the colonies.—

With this address we have good unity; and we are glad to

behieve that the eyes of many of thase in authority begin to
be so clearly opened that they are convinced not only of the
imprudence but great evil of such a trafficc. We have, there-
fore, taken care to make known to several members of the
‘"House of Burgesses in our province the steps taken in Vir-
ginia on that account. On conferring with them, we have

 ‘wot found the least disposition to oppose the execution of so
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good 2 design, bul vather a désire that the same may be ﬁef‘i“

fe.th;d ;' thus giving us sonie reason to hope that soni%thing"

~of a similar nature may take place in our next General As-
sembly ; but whether it will or not, we shall be glad to hear

that Friends with you, if they find {reedom, exert what in-
fluence they can to forward so good a work.

N. B. Asthere isan act of Assembly in this province

which prohibits any person from setting a negro free except

for meritorious services to be judged of by the Connty Court -

—under penalty of said negro being seized and sold to the

highest bidder, for the benefit of the parish—such F riends as
desire to liberate their slaves from principles of justice and
christianity are under a great difficulty on that account. So
we should be glad of your friendly advice and assistance if’
any stepsappear to you that might be taken with prudence

F

and safety.

We remain with aflectionate regard your loving friends.”

Signed by 26.

_ The official proceedings for the most part up to this time
have reference to the buying, selling and proper usage of

slaves; but a higher step was yet to be taken. Accordingly
In the year 1774, we find that a member of Perquimans
monthly meeting—Thomas Newby—having become uneasy
with the practice of keeping negroes in bondage and desired

the advice of Friends——the case from its weight and impor- .
tance was referred to the Standing Committee—which gave
1t as their judgment—¢« That all’ Friends finding themseélves
under a burden and uneasiness o account of keeping s]é,vés, 4
may set them at liberty by applying to the monthly meeting.”
They likewise advised the monthly meetings to appq’iﬁt.:s;lita- *

ble persons to assist in drawing instruments of writing for

that purpose, and to judge whether those intended to be set
free are able to get their own livelihood.

During the same year there were several manuscripts

produced by Thomas Nicholson, for examination—one enti-

tled « Light upd’rf‘;he Candle.stick,”’—also extracts from the

“ Light upon thefCandle-stick ”” and «Liberty and Proper-

ty ?’—respecting an alteration of the latw as to freeing negroes,
| S LY '
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ancf a comnntlee was appmnted to take 0pportumtv with as‘.
many members of the Assembly as they conveniently could
and let them have the perusal thereof. The author was al-

lowed to publlsh the piece entitled « Liberty and Property.”

Thus we see that tlie benevolent work had progressed.—,

-«

Friends were closely restricted as to buying and selling slaves
and care was taken of their usage and religious instruction.’
And if any felt uneaw in holding them provision was made
and encouragemeut held out for their liberation. But this
was not enough, The Stdlll of slaveholding must be w1ped
off from Friends as a socmty, and in 1775 the Western Quar-,
ter desn‘ed the yParly meetmg to revise thc query res[)ectmg
slavery, and to make such alterations therein as would relieve
some dlstressed mluds The subject was referred to a com-
mittee which after much confereunce, and finding that nothmg
shortofa pwhlbl;t_lon of either buying or selling uegroes with-
out consent of the mointhly meeting, would give the de-,
sired relief—returned the matter to the yearly meeting as too
weighty for them to determme.

Accordingly the meetiug took the matter under 1ts conside-

eration—and ordered «That Frlends in unity shall neither

buy or sell a negro without the consent of the monthly meet-
ing to which they belong.””  The query revised reads thus:.

¢« Query 7th.—Are all Friends careful to bear a faithful testi-

mony against the iniquitous practice of importing negroes? .

and do they refuse to buy or sell them without the consent of
the monthly meetmg to which they belong’ And do they .
who have them by mhentance or otherwise use them wellin .
every respect, endeavoring to dlscourage them from evil and

encourage them in that which is good?” , = . il

- Next year the Eastern Quarter ﬁndmg the above oxder.
too diflicult for them to manage, submit it again to the meet-
ing for its advice and assistance. A committee of 31 persons
is appointed to consider thereon. They after much brotherly
and sympathising conference, unanimously agree that the
minute of last year needs a revisal or reconsideration, and
that monthly meetings may require further help therein,—
This judgment is laid before the meeting. There is a time
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of weighty and deliberate examination. A persua&)on 18 f{,JF
that the keeping ol their fellow-men in boudage is inconsistent
with the law of righteousness, Divine goodness is percelv,cd
to be near and by the baptising power thercof several are en-
abled very aflectionately to express their sentiments, and 10
‘declare their willingness and resolution to set all their negroes
fully free. It is the unanimous sense of the meeting that all
the members thereof who hold slaves, be earnestly and af-
fectionately advised to clear their hands of them as s00n as

‘they possibly can; and in the meantime that no member be

permitted to buy or to sell any slaves, or hire any from those
who are not of our Society. And in the cases which now
lie under the consideration of Pasquotank wmonthly meeting,
or if any of our membﬁr% buy, sell or clandestinely assign for
Hire any slave in such manner as may perpetuate or prolong
their slavety, the monthly meeting to which they belong, af-
ter duly laboring with the'n-—-they reﬁmng to take such steps
as their friends may think necessary, and to condemn their
conduct, shal! be dlﬂ'owned as m other offences against the
Churci] o ' ‘
A committee was now appointed to visit and assist Friends
In setting their negroes {ree as way may open, and the month-
ly meetings were advrzod to. nominate sunitable fnendq to
join the said committee. A pamcular account of "their pro-
ceedings was to be rendered "to the yearly meeting and if any
of the liberated slaves shonld be 1merrupted I thII' ﬁeedom,
the Standing Committee were reqnued to have that or any
other matter re*:pectmg them undm particular care, and to
take the necessary steps for their preservation and assistance.
At the succeeding yearly meeting (1777) the above named
committee reported ¢ that they found a great willingness,
even beyond their expectation, to promote the work; and
a considerable number of slaves had been liberated by those
who held them 1n possession. Abont 40 of these were after-
wards taken up and sold in consequence of an act of Assem-
Bl passed at Newbern (after said negroes were manumitted.)
This seemed to put a stop to the work at that time, although
several Friends who vet held negroes, were believed to be

{ . i"'
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very uneasy in continuing a practice which they were con:
'vinced 'is not consistent with justice or ¢ doing as they would
be done unto.”

It -appears that the Standing Committee interfered in be-
half of the distressed negroes and made use of every expedl-
ent that occurred in their favor. They employed lawyers
‘'who extended their abilities in pleading much to the satisfac-
tion of Friends and for their extraordinary care and pains
(though to little purpose at present) they gave them £64 pro-

clamation money, which the meeting concluded to ralse at

the next sitting.

E

,Fnends. reasons for releasing their negroes from slavery :

« [f we are called in question concerning the good deed

done the much injured Africans in restoring to them that lib-
erty and freedom which 1 is the natural and inalienable rlght
:efall mankmd—-—-the cause 15 too good to deny it. And there-
fore we are willing to inform all whom it may concern of the

cause and. motive which induced us so to do, i order that 1f

any are found ﬁ. htmg ﬂgaIIISE God, mey may oe left W1thout
excuse. i

- From mature, deliberate consxderatlon and the conviction
of our own minds, being fnlly persuaded that freedom is the
natural right of all mankind, and that no law moral or divine,
has given us a. rwhtto or property in the persons of our fel-
low creatures any longer than they are in a state of mInority,
we are desirous to restore to them their liberty and thus to
fulfill the injunction of our Lord and SaviourJesus Christ—
:doing to others as we would be done by.' " ;

The above laudable motive, prevailing in our minds be-
yond all selfish and worldly considerations, we believe tHat

our conduct therein has the sanction of divine approbation

and ought to be approved by all reasonable men.

We have endeavored to be clear {rom the least stain of
suilt in the blood shed on the earth—when that awful day
shall come in which ¢ The earth shall disclose her blood and
no more cover her slain.”’--Isaith xxvi, 21,~-fully believing
that the trade in slaves and souls of men is justly chargeable
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with a large share therein, and that those who ‘do: remain .
partakers with murderers and manstealers will be involved
in their guilt. And therefore whateverignorance may sur-
mise to the contrary, having through divine asaistance, done
what we believe was our duty to do in liberating our slaves
if men shall be permitted to reduce them to a state of bond-
age and slavery, the guilt will lie at the door of those thatare
the cause thereof, and we shall appeal to Him who judgeth
righteously without respect of persons.””

Some of the manumitted slaves bound themselves to
Friends for life. ~ But the meeting discouraged such a course,
tending as itdid to lay waste the testimony in behalf of uni-
versal liberty ; for though some Friends may have been in-
~ fluenced by motives of compassion to receive them, in' case
' of death, such negroes might be deemed partof the estate
and their posterity involved in the same difficulties.

This year the answers to the queries show that no Friend
is concerned in importing or buying slaves—though some
have been sold. These cases were under care. |

In 1778 it does not appear that any Friends import, buy
or sell nezroes, yet a fear is expressed that those who have
them in possession do not use them so well In every respect
as is desired.

_Superior Courts of Law were now established, and the
Standing Committee hoped that by appealing to them from
the proceedings of the County Courts the ‘negroes that had
been manumitted and unjustly reduced again to slavery
might obtain their liberty. 'They accordingly employed at-
torneys who for their services were to receive£600 of the mon-
ey then in circulation; the Eastern Quarter raising £450 and
the Western the rest. The suit was attended to, and an or-
der obtained for the freedom of the negroes. ' But the spirit
of oppression has an hundred grasping hands.  Another act
was passed to reduce them again to bondage.

It was now concluded to address the General Aqsembly'
in their behalf, respectfully showing:

~ «That, whereas the Jast General Assembly nela at Halis
fax passed an “act for apprehending ang selling certain
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slaves set free contrary to law and to distract the public
‘peace, and for confifming the sales -of others ?’—referring to

the act to prevent domestic insnrrections.

In‘answer to this, we do declare, that the liberation of
our slaves was from mature and deliberate cot 1sideration and

‘the conviction of onr minds; being fm;y persuaded that free-

dom is the natural right of all mar‘nmd, and that no ‘law, |

‘moral or divine, has givenus a richt to or property 'in the
'persons of any of our fellow creatures any longer than they |
arein a state of minority; and being desirous to fulfil the in-
Junction of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in doing to
-others as we wonld be done by, These motives prevailing
In our minds beyondall selfisih and worldly considerations,
‘we believe our conduct therein hath the “.mctmn of dwme
approbation:  Arnd we are so far {rom doing a thing to dis-

tract the public péace that we do ardently wish and heartily
pray for the peace and happiness of all *'.m.f_t,l'.lnd_

. The aforesaid acts of Assembly and tha proceeding upon
them, we fully believe to be not ouiiv s violdiion of the ex-
plicit declaration of the Congress on the « mjbct of universal
hberty and the common riglits of mankind published at the

begmmng of the present contest with Great Dritain; but they'
manifestly contradict the Declaration and Bill of lerhts on

which depends your authority to make laws. Sec. 24 ex.

pressly declares « That retrospective laws, punishing facts
committed before the existence of snch laws and by them on-

ly declared criminal, are unjust, oppressive and incompatible

| rynth liberty ; therefore no ex post joclo law ought to be

made ’> . And in the Conqtltutmn or Form ot Government is
the following' expression: Sec. 44. That the Declaration of
nghts s hereby declared to be part of the present constitu-
{lon and ought not to be violated on any pretence whatsoever.
The Superior Court held at Edenton have publicly placed on

~¥ecord « That it appeared to them that the County Court in

their proceedings (ordering the sale of several of the negroes)

‘have exceeded their jurisdiction, violated the rights of the

subjects and acted in direct opposition to the Bill of Rights of
,thw State con81dered Ju‘ztlya part of the Consmutmn there-

'
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of, by giving a law not-intended to affect this case a teﬁ'dsa'
pective operation, thereby depriving free men of this State of
their liberty contrary to the law of the land. Ordered, there-
fore, that the proceedings so certified be quashed and held as
null and void.”

In Virginia many negroes have been manumitted smce
the year 1775 and none of them taken up and sold that" we*ﬂ
have heard of except one for misbehavior. In Maryland, as.
we-are credibly inforined, there is an act of Assembly pre-.
scrlbmg a method for mannmuunﬂ'slaves, by which any per-
son may liberate hisslaves provided they are under 50 years
of age and sound in mind and body, and that they are not 'so
freed 1n prejudice of creditors. In Pennsylvania, New Jer-
sey, New York,and New England the manumission of slaves'
1s frequent, by many of other Socleties as well as of our own,
without offence to authority. . | |

We believe that awful day will come in which « the darth”
shall disclose her blood and shall no more cover *ﬁe‘f? slain,”
—and apprehend that the trade in slaves and souls of men
hasa large share therein. - Wherefore we earnestly entreat .
you to take the whole matter under your senous considera-
tion and relieve the oppressed.

25th of 10th mo., 1779."

The above memorial was signed by eleven Friends who
had manumitted their slaves, and six of them were appom A

ed to present it, but after conversing with some of the mem- .

bers of the Legislature and thinking best to defer its presen-
tation, it was referred to the Standing. Committee by whlch
the subject was again revived after a few years. _
Hitherto Friends were prohibited from importing, buylng
or selling slaves, but were till permitted to hire them {rom
members of the Soff.iseai“ . out in 1780 an order was made for-
biding every instance of hiring except  of manumitted ne-
groes during their minoriiy, and those bPlongmg to orphans.
But slaves are still held and as the answers show, their in-
struction in piety is much neglected, ' More efficient meas-
ures -are now adopaed The }"68.113 meeting recommends
monthly meetings to continue to visit such members as hold.

Il
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slaves and to labor with themin ldve and tenderness, endeav-
oring to convince them of their inighity. But after this care
has been fully extended, and to no effect, then the monthly
meeting shall apply to a committee appointed by the Quar-
terly meeting for assistance in further laboring with them :
if after all, these endeavors prove fruitless and they still per-
sist in holding their fellow-men in bondage, the monthly meet-
ing may, with the consent of said committee, disown them
from Society. As the reports of subsequent years show, this
recommendation was productive of good effects. The slave-
l;lgld_ers more and more yielded to the convictions of Truth
and let the oppressed go free: many of them however con-
tinued to reject the advice of their friends—held on—and
some contended for the practice.

! lBiit love i‘§"‘_ unwearled in its exertions. M'onthly meet-
ihg':s‘a;je directed to exted further labor, and where any mem-
b:erk: still reject the counsel of their brethren and refuse to ex-
é;_éfur,t_e proper instruments of writing, fully releasing from sla-
very all who are in their power whether. arrived at full age
or in their minority, and there is no hope of Friends being
ﬂrdﬁtable to them,~—the monthly meeting having thus fully

4iséhargedij§ Christian duty may testify its disunion with

them. The position now occupied by the yearly meeting on
this s_ubjectff 1s shown by its adoption of the Lfollowing query :
“ Are Friends clear of importing, purchasing, disposing of or
holding mankind as slaves? and do they use those well who
are set free'and are under their care through nonage or other-
wiseg endeavoring to encourage them in a virtuous life ?”’

- In 1787 the following petition handed up from the Stand-
ing Committee of the Eastern Quarter was directed to be
presented. =~ PR iy

'Tp the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina
to be held at Tarborough : ,
The petition of the Yearly meeting of the people called

Qﬁékéré, held at Centre in Guilford County—for North Car-

olina, South Carolina and Georgia—respectfully showeth’s .
'e believe that the emancipation of slaves is in no wise

inconsistent with the principles of the present constitution,’

Tl
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and that it clearly correspo

A7

nds with a declaration of the Gen-
eral Congress in these words We hold these truths to be
self-evident that all men are created equal, that the.y are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that

among these aie life, liverty, and the pursuit c:f happiness,
and to secure these rights governments are instituted among

men.”’ . )
From full persuasion of these truths, as well as the obliga-

tion of the injunction of our blessed Lord ¢ to do unto all men
as we would they should do unto us,” divers of the menm-
bers of our religious society, in order to preserve a COUsCIence
void of offence both toward God and toward man, have
found themselves under the constraining necessity to yield up

a considerable part of what (by the laws and customs of the

was termed their property, and emancipate their ne-

“country i
) been afterwards seized and

groes. Severalso liberated have | __
sold into slavery, and others remain liable to like treatment,

These things coming under our consideration, we have
felt ‘our minds deeply concerned for the welfa}'e of our
country; and being animated with love te mankind we be-
lieve it to be our religious duty to bring them to your View.
Inasmuch asit is righteousness which exalteth a nation and
sin is'a reproach to any people, will not such treatment ?f
our fellow creatures incut the displeasure of that God who 1Is

our common Fatherand the rightful dread of nations ¢

We are aflected with sorrow that in this State there
_should remain in force laws whereby the civil and religious

liberties of mankind are so frequently sviolated., while it gue-
ry other State on this continent, except Georgia, there 1san

open door for such as choose to liberate their slaves. "
We do therefore earnestly request that you may takg tt.ns
subject under your serious deliberation and grant such relief
~as to you may appear just and reasonable. And we dqm-ost
“ardently wish that a total prohibition may be put to the 1m-

portation of slaves into this State. | | ‘
Under sincere desires that divine wisdom may goverl

vour deliberations for the welfare of the State, and to the

peace of your own minds, we 3are your friends.

-y
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1787, . LEVI MUNDEN, Clk.
The petition was accordingly presented and read, where-

upon a bill was introduced, which after being read the see-

ond time in the Senate, was rejected.
~The reports from year to year—show the progressive na-
ture of the work ; but the labors of the meeting on this sub-
ject now assume a more definite sphere. The object is two-
fold—to clear the Society of slaveholding members and to
Secure Dprotection and instruction to the manumitted ne-
groes. The committee appointed in the Eastern Quarter
had visited nearly all the members thereof that still held
slaves, and a considerable number had been liberated.—
Care ha_fl been extended to deficient members in the Western
-* Qum'ter t«d‘:-i degree of satisfaction. The inferior neetings
‘were directed to continue their care as horetofore. | |
- 1788.—Thesuflerings of the manumitted negroescalled forth
‘another remonstrance in their behalf, wherein is set forth the ille-
gality of th"'e' Acts 1n prohibiting the liberation of slaves, which
~acts,.unla\3irful as they were, had been Vigorouslyhp;ro‘secut,eld
-a.gainst.sgyéral that were liberated whereby they were again
‘reduced to slavery, being dragged from their lawful occupa-
_tions, a'ndle,xposed to public sile like brutes,  thus parting
“man and j.vifé, parents and children against the laws of na-
ture and of nature’s God. But the assembly adjourned be-
“fore the a.i'ijival of the Friends entrusted with its presentation.
10 'The year following a petition was adopted to the ensu-
Ing General Assembly of the State of North Carolina to be
‘held at Fayetteville, At 1 '
& The petition of the people called Qiakers from. their
Y ieai'ly., meeting held at Symons’ Creek in Pasquotank county,
*fqr Northand South Carolina and Georgia—respectfully show-
eth: . ‘.
~ That whereas there are now in force several acts of the

o +
General Assembly prohibitinig the liberation of slaves which

- fWﬁ'QOHCEl.Ve.ai'é pi:it consistent with those truths asserted in
‘the Declaration of Independence of the United States of Amer-

ica an‘t} believing that the dictates of consclence are of sov-
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Signed on behalf of the meeting, 31st day of 10th mo.,
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ereign’authority, and that it is our daty to endeavor to keep
a conscience void of offence ‘toward both God and man, and
to'do unto others as we would desire to be dQllQ' by, many. a-
mong us, as a people, cannot with peace of mind continue
their follow-men in slavery and transmit them fro_m one gen-
eration to another as beasts; but the aforesaid laws have
jI:)e,e-n so severely executed that divers slaves who were from
these laudable motives liberated have been reduced to astate
of slavery again. We think this circumstance must be aﬂ:ect,-‘
ﬁng to every true advocate for liberty, and demands a very
serious consideration. We are again religiously c_:oncerne@t@,
-bring the case of these suffering peoPle: to your _v1ew,_ and a_.r-
dently desire that you may please to give your attention io it,
énd grant an act of toleration to such as have bee.n or; may
be emancipated, with such restrictions as to you i wisdom
may appear just and reasonable.  Signed by order ofz,f;he
meeting. LEVI MUNDEN, Clk.”.
" 'This petition was presented to the &egmlature——bgt dia
not produce the desired. effect.. Another 9f nearly the'same
purport was adopted and four {riends appointed to attend with
it at Newbern. O, | | i
1792. From the answers to the queries 1t appears that
g Nbi Friends import, buy or sell slaves, but a'few yet hold
them. Some of whose cases were under care. Py
The Yearly meeting having several years Peuuoned the
Legislature on behalf of the celored peop}e without ii;he .de-
“sired éffect, this year agreed on the following communicauion,
‘respectfully showing - Ol
TBSIdech Senatte gnd HHouse of Delegates of North Carolina,
That your remonstrants deeply impressed with sorrow .::md
“eoncern at the contipned acts of injustice and oppression,
Whmh under sanction of law are permitted to/be’ exercised

- by unreasonable men on the African race within this State-—

‘are engaged once more to icuind this House of a subjectso
interesting and which to us appears loudly to  call the ‘atten-
tion and require the interposition of the Legisla;tur? as the
professed Guardians of every description of men Wlthltn the
State. S0 Uk - -
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It is declared that « God is no respecter of persons *> and
that his mercy is over all his works, and notwithstanding He
may for a time permit one people or nation to oppress and
afflict others, yet we find many instances in the Holy Scrip-
tures where such oppressors were made to partake of a por-
tion of affliction equal to what they had meted to others.—
This was thecase with the Egyptiansand Babylonians for their
pride and cruelty to the children of Israel, who again suffer-
ed by a famine of three years for Saul’s crueity to the Gibeon-
ites—whereby we are instructed that national evils are some-
times inflicted for the unrighteous acts of the rulers, as well
as for the sins of the people at large.

Your remonstrants lament that any State within the A-
merican Union, where those inalienable rights of human be-
ings to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness have been

80 clearly defined and happily enjoyed, should be so far in-

sensible of the source from which all blessings flow, as to suf-
fer a repetition of those cruelties which were exercised to-
ward the people of Africa in removing them from their own
country and every connexion esteemed most valuable in life,
and reduce them again to a state of abject slavery—~ata time
too when the benign spirit of l1berty is diffusing itself in vari-
ous parts of the world. |

They also conceive it to be hlghly unjust in itself and in-
consistent with the constitution for any law to remain in force
which deprives them of the privilege of disposing of what
the same law declares to be their property, in such manner as
they may conscientiously believe to be a duty to the Fatoer
of all the families of the earth. _.

They therefore earnestly request and entreat that every

“law now existing which deprives our free citizens of the
liberty of emancipating their slaves may be repealed and nev-
er agamn disgrace the annals of a christian people professing

“todo to others as they would in like circumstances be done hy.

Respectfully your friends.
blgned on behalf of the meeting.
LEVI] MUNDEN Clk o

- This was also presented and read—but rejected on the
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second reading. Another remonstrance was agreed on by
the next Yearly meeting. This met with the usual recep-
tion. In 1794 a revisal of the petition of ’92 was presented.
This also wasrejected on the second reading. In 1795 a pe-
tition was prepared by the Eastern Standing Committee. In
1796 the Yearly meeting unanimously agreed again to solicit

the Assembly, and the following was prepared.

““To the General Assembly of North Carolinato be held at

Raleigh.

The remonstrance and petition of the people called Qua-
kers from the Yearly meeting held in Pasquotank County,
respectfully showeth: ,

That your Remonstrants feel their minds impressed with
sorrow, that such injustice and cruelty should. be perpetrated
under sanction of law in any christian community as has
been exercised in this State towards numbers of the Afrlcan
race, who after they were emancipated from motives purely
consclentious, have been taken up without being chargeable

‘with the commission of any offence and sold into abject sla-

very, several being therebyv far separated from their nearest
We believe such proceedings are con—
trary to the law of nature and that it will surely mcur the
wrath of the Almighty who is no respecter of persons. He
made of one blood all the nations of men and sent his Son into
the world to taste death for every man that all might be

~saved; so that all people whatever their complexion may. be,

are ob_]ects of his mercy. .

For a legislative body of men professing chrlstlamty, to
be so partial as thus to refuse any particular people the enjoy-
ment of their liberty-—even when the holders of such slaves
are desirous from religious motives that they might enjoy it as
the natural right of ail mankind—is so incompatible with the
nature of a {ree republican government and so repugnant to

the spirit of the christian religion that the present case per-

haps, all circumstances considered, has never been paralleled
in christendom.

Yet we hope that divine wisdom may enable this House
to exercise the power vested in it to the honor of the most

- P
‘iﬁ—*"—u—-_._._




22
ﬁfgh and the welfare of the State, so that pigly and virtue

may be promoted and 1nJust1ce with other vice and immoral-
lly be suppressed.

‘Therefore we earnestly entreat that you may give your
attention to this important and interesting subject, and pass
an act whereby the free citizens of this State who cannot con-
sc1ent1ously hold slaves may emaneipate them and the per-

- sons so liberated be under protection of law. - Such a reason-

able request we hope will not be rejected, as we have no
mohve but a sincere desire that mercy, justice and equity
may be put in practice,—and are respectfully your friends.

~ Signed by direction. LEVI MUNDEN, Clk.”

~ This was offered to the Assembly, referred to a commlt-
t%e' and rejected

'1797. The Eastern Standing Committee prepared an ad-

dresisfroi“' similar 1mport showing how that for the sake of
p‘e’dee of mind divers members of the Soc1ety had gwen to

thelr slaves that freedom which is the nataral rlght of all man-
Kmd-—that these persons so liberated had been again reducéd

‘to abJect slavery-—and requesting that these cruel restrictions

and nnpqsmons may be remgved. Itis not thelr design to

9DJQma general emanmpatlon or to compel any to liberate
:theu.r slaves—-but only that liber(v of conscience in that re-

"spect may be allowed, which tiiey coaceive to be reasonable

and are not apprehensive th: at such an equitable step will be

1nJur1ous to the interests of the State.

This peuuon together with a bill was introduced 1nto the

| ""'ﬁouse The bill was putto vote and fell by a large malorl—
"ty ‘Yet Friends believed their attendance was of service.

“The reports show that there are yet'some few instances of

;slaveholdmg most of which are undercare. Itis also intima-

‘ted that the tuition and treatment of those in minority under
Frlends care is not sufﬁmently attended to.

©1798.  Another petition was prepared A committee at-

‘tended with it and endeavored to impress the minds of ‘the

members of the Leglslature with the subJect--but Wlth the

' ﬁsﬁ‘al effect. '

1800. The Quarterly meetings are recommended to ap-
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« And dear friends, we are constrained in love to remind.

boint suitable cornmittees to unite with others from the month-
ly: meetings in inspecting into the circumstances of the black
people among Friends, and in doing what may app._eafr expe-
dient, for their enlargement ; also in laboring with those mem-

bers who are deficient respecting the instruction and usage of

the blacks under their care. Next year the Quarters report-—

ed that they had necarly gone through withthe above service.

1803. Another petition to the Legislature was agreed
ol). It fell in the House of Commons on the third reading.-

T/ze minutes of the Yearly meeting from this time to

the year 1812 are lost ; but it is known that the subject
was still kept alive. |

The reports of 1812 show that Iriends had agaln 11-

terceded with the Legislature—and with the usual_ want of

success. . N
In the epistle of advice for 1813, we find the followmg

of the neglected situation of the black people under your eere,
with respect to a suitable education to enable them to minis-

ter to their own hecessities, and fit thern for the enjoyment of

freedom.” , ! .

At the next nieeting (1814) a special committee was ap-
pointed to take into consideration all the suffering cases and
to administet to them such counsel and assistance as ap-
peared best.

This year it Was stated that nearly all the black peOp,le he-'

' longing to Friends of the Kastertl @uarter, had been transfer-

red to the trustees appoitited for that purpose. Some of the
minors were placed out; miore than 40 had been conveyed to

Pennsylvania and some iwere freed by application to the

County Court. .
A petition to the Liegislature as heretofore, setting torth

the suffering condition o. i'ie people of color, was adopted.——

It expressed a belief that ihe happiness of the nation very
much-depends upon the administration of justice, and requests
the Legislature to take the subject into consideration and af-
ford such relief as may seem just and necessary.  The Friends
appointed on this subject attended thereto——but. finding the
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‘House in an unfavorable dispesition towards our society and

pointedly opposed to any law or measure being adopted on be-
half of the subjects of the petition, they thought best with
the friendly advice of some of the members of the House not
to lay the petition before il orintroduce a bLill.——1t was trled
again the next yearand without success. |

" The committee on suffering cases report that they have
taken assignments for 48 negroes within the verge of the
Western, New Garden and Westfield Quarters. 'And Friends
are in a particular manner exhorted to greater wvigilance
endeavoring to promote the religious as well as the literary
education of those under their care, in order to gualify them
to become useful members of civil and religious society. The
Standing Committees were directed to use spirited exertions
for the promotion of schools for their benefit. -

- 1816. The propriety of addressing the General Govern-
ment of the United States having been weightily conmdered
the following was adopted.

¢« To the Congress of the United States:
The memorial and petition of the religious society of Friends
from their Yearly meeting held in Guilford County,
North Carolina, respectfully showeth: '

‘That your memorialists, estimating the high regard with

which Congress will be disposed to consicer any subject ‘af-
fecting the great principles of civil and religious liberty, beg

‘leave to solicit your attention to the situation of the people of

color in our General Governmet. ©Our minds have been
solemnly impressed with the subject, and we believe it to be
our religious duty to address you in that love which wisheth
well'to the whole human family, ardently desiring that you

may consider the case of this much-injured people, who, not-
withstanding the excellence of our national constitution are
groaning under the iron hand of oppression—retained 'in

involuntary subjection. and doomed to wear the chains

of perpetual slavery. Here we behold human beings sold
like herds of cattle—children torn by violence from their pa-

monial ties disregarded—a system calculated to promote the

rents and sold in distant lands, conjugal affection and matri-
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Several instances of Friends having slaves are méntionéd,
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aggrandizement of one upon the misery of another, which ié
In its nature abhorrent {from every just and tender sentiment:

‘Desires have been raised in our minds that every open-
ing may be embraced that is calculated to meliorate their con-

dition : we therefore hope that you will be pleased to take
the subject into serious consiceration and afford such relief

as may seem proper, and that you may be influenced by that
wisdom which 1s from above'and is profitable to direct in all
things. _

Your memorialists, as christians, are deeply concerned for
the welfare of our nation, and believe that no worthier thanks
can be offered to the great Sovereign of the Universe, and on
no better ground can future blessings be solicited, than the
recognition and discharge of those great duties which we all

aﬁ.ﬁlike owe to the rights, the liberty and the happiness of our

fellow creatures. Thus we conclude and acknowledge with'
gratitude the many favors we have long enjoyed under our
government, and from you the rulers of this nation.” |
The Friends who attended Congress with the above, re-
ported that they met with a cordial reception. |

1817. The Standing Committee report that they have

made some progress in the education of the people of color.

one of 1ll treatment, all of which were under care. E’ome

~ pains taken to encourage them in a virtuous life. .
Though so often repulsed, a memorial to" the Leglslature.a |

\s this year again prepared, as follows :

“ Your memorialists, while we appreciate the blessings

which we enjoy nader a system.of Government so' mld as
ours, and while with gratitude we acknowledge the freedom

we enjoy to be invaluable, feel our minds seriously im-

pressed to solicit your attention to a speciés of oppression
which is pre

to perpetual and involuntary slavery. A o
We deem it unnecessary at this time to advert to argu-

ments to prove the propricty of «doing unto others as we

would be done by,” it being obyious to every refiecting mind:

iling in this land of {reedom—whereby a great -
number of the descendants of Africa are held in and doomed- --




26

But while we wish a reform of this evil, and that your body
may give the subject its due weight, we are not insensible of
the difficulty of effecting much in a short time. Yet we think
an amelioration of their condition may be gradually effected
—perhaps by acting in conecert with the plan of the General
Government for Colonization, and by prohibiting the intro-
duction of slaves into this State, which would in some meas-
ure be a means of discouraging the iniquitous trafic in our sec-
tion of the Union.”” This was also attended with little suc-
Cess.,

- 1818. The Kastern Standing Committee report: That
they have used some exertion for the education of the colored
people, some of whom can speil and read. They also brought
forward the case of a mulatto girl (Penny) supposed to be
free-born, but sought after with a view of reducing her to
slavery ; and were directed to interfere in her bebalf.

~ From the report of the Western Committee it appears
that most of those in minority are in a way to get a portion of
school learning, and it is their judgment that Friends should
~endeavor to extend the education of the males so as to enable
them to read, write, and cypher as far as the Rule of Three,
and the females to read and write. A case wherein an at-
tempt was made to subject some of them to slavery is men-
‘tioned and the meeting direeted the necessary expenses to be
-paid from its treasury. .
The summary answer this year says ¢« None held as slaves
- —a few instances of some disposing of their rights, which are’
under notice. Some care taken for the virtuousinstructionof
‘those under our care—yet more is necessary. No complamts
of ill usage.”’ /)

The Eastern Agents report that they bhave rece(fved as-
-signments for 24 people of color, The Westet‘n agents also
lepert a few since last year. :

- This yearthe Yearly meéeting appropnated $1= 000 to m&:
Amerlcan Colonization Society. | -

«Kull authority was granted to the agents to hire out the

colored people under-their care, receive their earnings and
apply it to the best use they can for them—and if they refus~

ed to coniply with the direction of the agents they were to be o

been conveyed to them within two years by Friends who had.
arrived at a competent age, and thatas near as they can as-

open for their education, except whatis done in Friends’ fam-
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delivered up to a course of law.
In 1820, the eastern agents report that 16 persons had

certain there are about 400 under their care belonging to the
Yearly meeting, that they had managed them so as (o avold
any expense to the meeting except a small part of what was
paid for recording assignments and assisting those who were
willing to go to the Northern States.

1821, The Eastern Stznding Committee report that
they have deliberated on the subject of educating the {free
people of color under Friends’ care, but no way seemicd to

ilies, and that not much progress has been made since last
year. They also report that there is a suit in Norfolk Coun-
ty, Virginia, wherein the liberty of sundry persons of color 18
depending ;—the meeting directed the expense of the witness
who attended thereto to be refunded to him.

They further report that in the year 1808 there was a per-
son of color by the name of Shadrack transferred to the Yearly
meeting’s Standing Committee, with the exception of 10 years’
of service, and that before the term expired he was sold and
resold and now remains in a state of slavery, and having ta-
ken counsel and made a demand to no purpose, the commit-
tee thought proper to bring suit at the expense of the Yearly
meeting. Care for the education of the colored people 1s still
manifested. |

In 1822 a proposition was received from Deep River Quar-
terly meeting that the Yearly meeting should consider the
condition of the people of color with the view of devising
some plan whereby Friends may get clear of the charge of
them. A Committee of 42 persons was appointed who gave
it as their judgment that an examination shoulcd be made of
the laws of some of the free States respecting the admission
of colored people therein, and if necessary that the Legislature
of that State of which the laws appeared most famfabie emwld
,be COIlSﬂlted with. | S S e gl 2 e L i1 R R
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The Agents for Contentnea Quarterly meeting reported
that they had taken assignments for 14 slaves, 3 of whom
had'been carried off to Alabama and sold—some of the oth-
ers had been in the possession of one of the sons of the for-
mer holder so long that it is believed they cannot be recover-
ed. «The others exceptone are 1 our posse:ssion. Sult has
been instituted for those in Alabama and our counsellors say
they think we shall obtain such a verdict against the claimants
that rather than pay the damages they will bring the negroes
back again. We have also brought suit against another per-
son for one he has in his possession. ‘The suits will probably
cost 8300. = We have taken assignments from John Kenedy
for 36, and cune from Joseph Borden for about 18,  We have
also taken assignments from most of the heirs of Thomas
Q;mlaﬂd,deceased, for 49.””  The Agents are directed to per-
severe in the work,

- The agents for the Eastern Quarter say “That at a meet-
ing the 30th of the 8th mo., 1822, a Friend was appointed at
a preceeding meeting to assist the clerk in procuring a book
and recording the names aud ages of ail the people of color
u.nder their care, also the births and deaths of all those born
since their mothers were transferred, reported that they had
p}'ocured one and that nearly all were recorded agreeably to
direction—the number is upwards of 450—they directed the
agents in the verge of each monthly meeting to take the birihs
and deaths of all in their respective districts and hand to the
Clerk at their annual meeting 1n the 3d mo. Eight have
been transferred since Jast year, and some care has been ex
tended for the education of such as live in Friends’ families,”’
of which the meeting approves. '

The Agents of the Yearly meeting are instructed to
Tecelve no assignments except from our own mem-
bers.

- The Eastern Standing Committee reported that the per-
sons appointed to bring snit for Shadrack had complied there-
with, and that the judge’s charge to the jury was against our
title on the ground that an absolute sale for a valuable con-
sideration and possession accompanying it was preferable to
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a voluntary gift, and the jury gave a verdiet in favor of the
defendant. Attorney’s fee, &c., $34 32. ‘ ;
1823, The Friends appointed last year to examine the
laws of some of the free States reported that they find
nothingin the laws of Ohio, Indiana or Illinois to prevent
the introduction ol people of color therein. The agents of
the Yearly meeting are therefore instructed to remove them
as fast as they are willing to go, or as may be consistent with
our religieus profession, and todraw on the treasury for any

~sum notexceeding $200 to defray the expense.

This year it was concluded again to petition the Congress
of the United States and also our Legislature on behalf of the
colored people—as follows : | * ' b AN

“ That while we duly appreciate the many privileges and
benefits resuiting from our excellent form of government,
we lament that there are nearly two millions of human be-
ings within the {imits of the Umted States, equally entitled
by the law of naturc and the deciaration of independence to
the same inestimable blessings—whoare yet deprived there-
of—and many of them reduced to the most abject state of
slavery and degradation. '

We your memorialists, in common with all other chris-
tian denominations, hold the marriage covenant the highest
civil engagement amongst men and that it ought tobe sacred
and inviolable. Notwithstanding this, the master is ;t.,olera?t;-
ed by the law of the land to break this most solemn contract,
by separating husbands and wiv‘eg. Parents are frequently
separated from their children and driven in chains to a dis-
tant part of the country to be soldTéQmetimes infants are ta-
ken from the breasts of their weeping mothers. These with
many other cruelties which the people suffer without redress
we are concerned to lay before you, _ | A '

Believing that you, with us, are enjoined ¢ to do unto ali
men as you would that they should do unto you ”’—we solic-

- it you to take the subject under serious consideration and a-

dopt such measures as you may thinlk best calculated to a-
meliorate the condition of those within your jurisdiction——at
least within the District of Columbia-—so that not only a hu:
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‘mane example may be set to the different States, but the stair:
dn some measure be wiped away {from our national character,’’

~ After acknowledging the many favors enjoyed by us as
a:gllg'mu§ society, in this country where every denomination
ma,yﬁnjoy the free exercise of religious liberty, the memorial
‘expresses a sympathy with others who are suffering great op-
Ppression. « The traficin human flesh is stil] continued and 1n
many instances under the most aggravated circumstances——
such as separating the nearest relations, husbands and
wives, parents and children. who are often torn assunder
without the hope of ever seelng each other again in mutabil-
aty. This we consider to be altogether inconsistent with the
spirit of christianity as well as the letter of our federal insti-

‘tutions, And moreover we suppose that this iniquitous trade

glves great encouragement to the vile practice of kidnapping
Wwhereby many free persons of color have been viclently torn
away frem their homes and friends and consigned to perpet-
Wal slavery. We feel solicitous that your body should consid-
er the evil and wretchedness of such a trafic. While mission-
aries are traversing foreign lands to convert the heathen, we
think it worthy our attention to inculcate moral and religious
principles among those who are destitute of such struction
iR our own.country.’’

- And we respectfully suggest to your considreation an a-
mendment of the law against slave traders’ passing with their
slaves through this State, as the law has been evaded in so
many ways that it seems, 1f not annulled, to have but little

.. A committee was appointed in 1824 to correspond with
the Haytian agent in this country or other persons in regard
to the removal of the people of color, and on ascertaining the
conditions to proceed as wisely and prudently as possible,and
0,remove as many of them as are willing to go to that place
aqgézglsewher*e,——drawing on the treasury of the Yearly mee-
ting for any sum not exceeding $200, to defray the expense.
. Lhe meeting also decided to aid and assist in defendingthe

suit for the slaves left by the will of Thomas Wright to New
xaraen monthly meeting., ,
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The agents for the Eastern quarter stated that one man
had gone to Philadelphia at his own expeiise and nine have
removed to Indiana at a cost of $9.00. There have been
thirty children born Since tlie report of 1822, and nearly as
many deaths, mostly of the aged. The whole number now

‘under our care is 500—257 females. Among the males there-
are shoemakers and rough carpenters——the others are 'éﬁfﬁlﬁjﬂ
ed in agricultural pursuits. There is no expense to the Y‘earrl_yif
meeting from suffering cases. o ‘ 'I R

The other Quarters report in substance as follows: From.

- the Western Quarter the number is 13—9 of whom have re--

cently removed to Ohio—out of the verge and atthe expense -
of Cane Creek monthly meeting—$55. i b
The number in New Garden 32—15 of whom have re--
moved to free States. The expense of their conveyance was:
$98. The remaining 17 are 4 women between the ages of 21
and 61, one managed 65,and 12 children all under 15. | |
In Contentnea Quarter there are 156—8 of whom are very:
aged persons; the others are 50 years of age and under, down-

to infants. Some of them are willing to go to the free State‘s, .

but few of them are able to remove without assistance.
The number reported from Westfield Quarter is 5.
Deep River 7 Southern 31 =~

One of these has removed Sih-ce last year .Wi’fhoﬁ}l‘t' aﬁy ex-
pense to the Yearly Meeting. Two of them are women 50
years old, one is 44. There are thrce men and two women

~between 20 and 32. All the others are in minority, and near--
Iy all of them desirous to get to free States. A few of those:
in minority are bound out, and are to ha'.velitéra;i"'?_feﬂuéé:ﬁﬁﬁ, -
others have already got a small portion. ‘ i ._
- From the whole of which it appears there are 797per30‘1ﬁ*
of color conveyed to the agents of the Yearly meeting.

In 1825, from the summary answers there appearsto be-
one instance of a friend purchasing a slave and Several of hi-
ring, which cases are under care; the titles to some others f}‘ﬁ
heid by friends . under particular circumstances. Notdﬁﬁ-

plaint of. bad  treatment, and ‘some care taken {o éricotirags -

them in:a virtuous life.
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propriety of removing the free people of color that are willing
to go from this State to Liberia in Africa, and such persons
as their masters may from scruples of conscience wish

to send to the land of their forefathers. This we ask not

for ourselves, having provided for the removal of our
own.”

1834. The meeting for sufferings produced a memorla’*l
to the General Assembly on the subject of the oppresswe
laws of this State prohibiting the literary instruction of slaves,
from which the following is an extract:

«Your memorrahsts are emboidenec under a welghty
sense of rellgtous dity to petition the present General As-
sembly to repeal all those laws enacted by precedmg legis-

latures of this State against the literary instruction of slaves,

whereby it is made a ﬁnable offence for any to be fouud
teaching their slaves to read. And they also respectfully re-

quest your consideration of the repeal of the laws recently !

enacted prohibitiug all colored persons in this State—bond

- andfree—under a penalty of corporal pumshment from preach- |

ing or exhorting publicly in their respectlve religious congre-

gations. We consider these laws umlﬂhteous—-contrary to

it of Christianity—offensive to God. And your mems-

*if not repealed, they will increase the diffi-
" ay are Intended to prevent

far from using any measure elther
would tend to increase the discon-
situation, feel it their mdlspeui!f-

s to encourage slaves to obe-
masters, as the probible

* and ameliorating their

* masters to be kind

ristian usage would,
etween them, and

" hoth. May we
“tice oﬁth‘e
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whole human family one of the grand purposes for which
this reltglon was introduced into the world?
And lastly your petitioners would respectfully submit to

your cousideration not only the repeal of the laws before
rnenttoned but the enactinent of other laws and regulations for
the general instruction of slaves in the doctrines of the Chris-
tian religion and in at least so much of literary education as
would enable them to read the Holy Scriptures, which would
undoubtedly tend to the improvement of their oeneral char-
acter, and greathr lessen if not whelly remove the apprehen-
~sion ef danger from them, &c it

The Friends appomted to attend with this memorlal—re-
ported that they dld S0, but wrthout success.

In the prosecuuon of th1s deswn one difficulty after anoth-
er presented-—the Society 1tself havmg advanced so far as 1n
mmd to clear itself of slavery, was still compelled not only. to
| . _retam the legal right to slaves but in many 1nslances to de-
| fend that right at great expense Heirs, contrary to the will
| of former holders were on the lookout—ready to take advan-
" _tage of any informality In the proceedmes and reduce thelr
| fellowmen to perpetual bondage.
| Such it would appear was the predjudice against freeing
! | the slaves, the danger of thelr being carried off and sold 1n

\ ~ distant parts, the ignominy of their situation, that there was
| _ ho way but to remove them to free gevernments as fast as
l | thelr cu'curnstances would permit.  Friends of other Yearly

irl' :

l meetmgs were consulted onthe subject. They appreved of
the conrse and freely, time after time, made donauons in ald

gf the undertakmg
fl | Thls then being the only hope of permanent security for
? T , " thelp, preparatlens were made to carry it into effect. But

dlﬁculues still surrounded. Some who had been set free
yere lnvolved in law suits commonced to reduce them again
maila!ery—-othels were intermarried with slaves out of socie-
. ty—others to free blacks—-some were unwilling to leave
thetl" ﬁatlve land, to break up their former attachments and
seek a home among strangers. But the work though-gradu
ol was persevered in. Their freedcm was dcfendad, to pre-

'..--._r
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vent the separation of families purchases were made, the
danger of their situation was explained to them by conferen.
ces 2ppointed for that purpose—they saw the necessity of an
escape-—some chose to go to (he Western States, some to the
Northern. some to Hayti, aud others to Laberia,

But in so.ne iastances evenr when Frierds were propﬂited,

to send them and they were withng to go——they were nos
permitted by the free States to enter their borders,  ('n one
occasion a number having couciuded to go to Indiana and be-.
ing prohibited, turnzd towards Pennsylvanian—there too they
were repulsed, not even being sullered to land.  Friends: of
Philadelphia fltled them out with food, clothing, tools, &e.,

and they sailed fur leel‘ld.
From a summary report in 1830 itappearsthat 652 had

been remved to {res Zrvernniivs af un expeise of $12759
50 and that 402 were still remaining noder Friends’ care.

To show the nature of these labors, tiie tenor of some of the
minutes of the meeting tor suflering 1s fiere shown:

1824. The emigration of the peonle 6f color under Friends’
care to Havti elauming the attention of the mieeting, a ¢ommits
tee was appoinied to wiiteto the agents for the Yearly mee-
ting in the IKastern and Contentnea gnarters. and asvérlaiu the

miumber of those that are willitig to go, and the prrilribllily' of
a passage from any portin the Uaited States and pamcularly

in this State.
It was the judgment of the meeting that the people of

color be hired ont nuder Friends’ care, their wages received,

their debts paid,and a part of their earnings reserved o pay

theirtaxes and to enabie themto remove 1o ntherfrm't‘*rnmen's.

1825. Those appointed to coufer with the people of eolor
respecting their willingness to remove (o I{avii or elsewhere
report: There are none in the Western Quarter that are
willing to go. New Gurden Quaiter hLas suspended its

proceedings nn'il further mformarnion 1s reeeived from the

Haytian gote nment. Southern Quarter  has 81, most of.
whom would be willing to go across to Ohio, if 1|1911“‘fdml|les
could go too, but not otherwise; one is in debt about $50;
one iamily caunot pay their taxes wuhout much difficalty.

_— —a
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1826. A letter was received and read in this meetiug,
giving an aceount of a hoy named Joe, claimed by the Yearly
meeting, who had been taken from Asa Folgerin Grant Co.
in Kentucky, on his passage to Indiana,  Measares were la-
ken for his relief, A correspondence was held with R, M.

Saunders, a member of Cougress {roon this State. e was
Auruished with a ceriificd copy of the deed of gift and other
‘necessary papers, A cousuitation was had with Col,Johuson,
a represeutative from Grant Co. Ky., who wrote home advi-
‘sing the surrender of Joe. . The papers and other instruetions

were forwarded by Saunders to Folger, who afterwards re-
ported that he had received Joe aud restored him to his lib-

erty.

Subsequent minutes show ¢hat after examining the titles,
the whole family of the forenamed Joe and one named Jacob,

were sent to ludiana. A commiltee wasappointed to provide

g wagou horses and other things necessary for the Juuruey.

They were the Symons fajly, 37 in number,

The friends appointed in the first month last fo visit the
agents in the Eastern and Coutentiiea Quarters, report that
they find under the care of I'riends in those two quarters 729
persons of color; of thase there are 202 children under 12
years old, that 516 are dh*)o%ed (o g0 10 l.iberia,one hundred
to Hayti, 101 to the wesiward, and 15 to Philadelphbia ; that
99 wish to stay; 63 of the OCutland family and 15 of the
.chkensou idmlly are in Liw—20 in the name of lixum Out-

-Illand y that 25 had gone westward after this list was made-

that there are 44 intermarriages with slaves who have 79
‘chlldren and 20 married to those legally {ree who have 50

i chlldren they have hired a vessel to sail from Beaufort 1n

Carteret county, to take 8Q persons or underto Hayt, farnish-
_ed and victualled, for $1100; forall above 80 which the vessel
ma‘y take they agreed to pay §5 eachj—ut the penple shonld

“not be ready to sail on the 3d of next month, they agreec to

']‘ny J5’20 demluraw for each day’s detention.  ‘They
~ $600 down and dgrend o pay tie retnaiader oh the r:.,mm ol

paid

the vessel orin 25 days after:—the vessel is &0 tak(, ;fwo a-

“gents without charge, and i{ they can leave Hayti YB “m%
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;_1hey are to return init aiso. They will lay in their own storcs
for the voyage. There appears to be 95 people of color left
‘without any legal claimants by Friends who have removed to
Jersey, Ohio and Indiana. Some friends were appointed to
carry into eflect the above contract. There were also 11 peo-
ple of color from the neighborhood of Deep River disposed to
go in the same vessel. Provision was made for them also.
‘George Swalin was appointed to go to Contentnea and Core

‘Sound, procure the necessary papers and try to have all the
necessary arrangements made for the embarkation, to do, act
and perform or: behalf of this Meeting all things reasonable
and necessary therein. Also to examine the situation of the
law suits in Wayne, on account of colored people. '

~« Phineas Nixon and John Fellow were appointed agents
for this Meeting to go to Beaufort and thence to sail with the
people of color to Hayti, and to endeavor to have them com-
fortably located there and invested with the rights of citizens-
' Considerable difiiculty was met with in getting the people
embarked. They were finally landed at Aux Cayes. This
year also it was reported that the Jessop familv bad been sent
to the West by Friends appointed dforthat purpose. |
i In 1827 it was reported that 67 sailed on the brig Doris
for Liberia—and that the people of color seem more unwilling
to remove from Perquimans and Pasquotank counties than

they were last year.

| .

bout 50 were disposed to go to different places, and ‘would

acquiesce 1t was thought in what friends would advise,
1534. « The Eastern quarter have succeeded in getting off

to the West 1338, includinig 23 free ones and slaves given up

twiich were connécted with ours by marriage, the greater part

of whose travelling expenses would’ be borne by Friends.
They unanimously preferred going to Indiana and were grat-

ified in the choice. . They: went in three companies and with

sultable young Friends to whom ‘were'executed powers of at-

torney to manumit, set {ree, settle or bind them out. One

company of 53 started on the 2d of 10th mo., arother of 350n

the 10th and another of 45 on the 15th. Thirteen ecarts and
wagons were bought. $1250 were furnished for the travel-
ling expenses, as the people were very destitute of clothing for
so long a journey, the climate to which they were going cold

, ;ni winter approaching. The whole cost amounted to about
B0 . 9 * 3L |

A written' account was received from Contentnea that a-

i X
tentnea, ‘ | eTe
properly under the care of Friends—two men intermarried-
with free wives having several children, one of the wives de~
ceased, the children of the other bouud out by the county
court at the request of the parents. None of these were con-;
veyed to the agents, but were under the care of individual
~ friends, so left by their legal owners who went to the west.,
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At Core Sound there were 2 woinen, one 50, the other 60

years of age, neither of them willing to go any where. One.

woman on Neuse River and 8 children, 5 of them bound out
by the county court as free persons. At Matamuskeel one.
woman, 2 children and 5 or 6 grand children, 2 slaves of the;
Newby family who pass for free persons. One olu man at,
Clubfoot with a slave wife, and 4 bgys said. to be bound to
David Helen who removed with them to Alabama.

- From Rich Square all were gone but 4, one woman the,
fall previrus left at the camp two small chilglren and per;
clothing the next night after they started and in the spring
had the offer of being conveyed with . another company but,
utterly refused. . Five law suits were struck off the docket:
and the cost paid. Those involved, with 8 or ten others, are

expected to go to the west next summer. it o
At Sutton’s and Simon’s Creeks—those connected with
free husbands, generally in debt, cannot go, and none of their
children are willing to go and leave them; those connected:
with-slaye husbands, except the indebtedness, are nearly in
the same condition. Arrangements were made to send 1n
companies of .10 or 12 at a time, 40 or 50 to the interior of
Long Island. A friend is willing to conduct about 20 to the
interior of Pennsylvania. These last reported were very
poor and destitute of the comforts of life and deplorably igno-
rant. ; - G T e O

- The friends that went with the companies last fall reported :
that they were kindly received by Friends there and many of
the minors bound out in suitable families, - e

- .One of the principal obstacles in the way of removing -
these people being their intermarriages with slaves and in-
debted free persons, some discretionary power was given to
the agents to pay small debts when several might thereby
be removed. O

From the repoit of the eastern agents (28th of 8th mo..

| 18385) it appears that since last report there had been 6 births

and as many deaths. Fifty-seven had been removed—-—ra.’l?st"
of them to Ohio and Indiana at an expense of $996 69. '1The

number remaining and actually transferred Js a.bo‘.g..lth 160, but,
is believed there are several whose names and ages have not

T In 1835 it was reperted that in the neighborhood of Con-
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