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My first meeting with George Washington Carver is a clear and cher- 

ished memory in my mind. On a morning in May, 1953, I sat in the Y.We 

C.A. office on the campus of the Woman's College of the University of 

North Carolina, at Greensboro, awaiting the arrival of the speaker for 

the chapel convocation. As General Secretary for Religious Work at that 

college then, I was at times responsible for securing speakers for the 

chapel programs. Some months earlier Mr. Yames T. Hardwick, of the 

Southern Student Y.M.C.A. staff, Had written me, saying “We are arrang- 

ing a series of lectures by Dr. George W. Carver in colleges and uni- 

versities in the Hast and South. 

oO
 know, and one whom students long remember. I am writing to inquire if 

you would like to have him speak for your students while he is on this 

tour." As a result of this inquiry, the engagement had been made, 

and the date for Dr. Yarver', coming to our campus arranged. 

And now, today, he was to come. As we sat Wiving, I was conscious: 

of the sense of uneasiness I always felt when I had scheduled a chapel 

speaker whom I myself had never heard. And of Dr. Carver I knew little 

‘except ,vaguely, that he was a famous Negro scientist and iecturer who 

had made from peanuts and sweet potatoes a number of extraordinary pro-#= 

duets. But now Mr. Hardwick was at the office door,saying, "Well, he's 

here. Come ovt and myst him--we'tre parked near the auditorium" ,. Ba we 

walked down the drive I saw the venerable-looking "chariot", as they 

called it-- a car of very ancient lineage which they had acquired for 

transportation on this particular tour; and as we came nearer, there 

was our speaker, sitting quietly waiting for us on the front seat of 
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the "chariot", behind him the high-piled seeming confusion ef collection 

cases, boxes, branches of trees and shrubs, rocks, and slabs of earth 

which formed, I was to learn, his custemary traveling equipment. 

‘jis is Dr. Carver", Mr. Hardwick was saying, and a voice peculiar- 

ly high in pitch was replying, with a gentle sort of deference and dig- 

nity,"I am so very pleased to meet you". 

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly expectant, as 

if placing himself fully in our hands,'listening to our conversation as 

we spoke ot the chapel program ,and making occasional brief comments or 

suggestions. He looked almost feeble, his broad shoulders slitmped a 

little, his words soft-speken, his hair white above his brow-tinged 

black face, when he had taken off his natty—looking checked traveling 

cap. So feeble, indeed, vhat when Mr. Hardwik jokingly asked "Do you 

think it's about time we started to get him out of here?" I quite inne- 

cently answered “Well, how leng does it take to get him out <" 

An immediate shout ef laughter from both of them greeted my ques-~ 

tion, leaving me considerably abashed at having been so completely 

taken ine BUt as our speaker-te-be continued to laugh, even when he 

had descanded quite agilely from the “chariot” and we were walking 

toward the back-stage door-- wntinved to laugh in spontaneous, irre- 

pressible bubbling-ever cascades of high-pitched laughter-- I began te 

feel something of definite alarm. This man was our chapel speaker. 

Would he recever himself and return to his dignity in time ? And what 

sort ef chapel spvech was this man likely to make? ctepemmgee2. 
we 

I might have spared myself any such concern, for now,were 

back-stage in the auditorium, and the presiding professor was coming 

to meet us. Turning to make the introductions, 1 found our speaker dig= 

nity personified-- and a moment later, just before time for him te 
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appear on the stage, Mr. Hardwick turned to me and said" He likes to have 

prayer Before he talks, if you don't mind", I ciosed my eyes, and heard 

my name spoken --"Miss Crisp" -- in the quiet high-pitched voice I was 

to come to know so well. Too startled actually to pray, I must have 

gaid some words, for then I heard “Mr. Hardwick", in the same voice, 

and Mr. Hardwick offered a petition. Then in a simple sentence or two 

Dr. Carver had spoken his ewn prayer, the presiding professor was re-~ 

turning, and I was geing dewn the corridor te take my place eut in the 

audience with the 1800 students gathered there for chapel, my mind at 

ease now concerning whe speaker fer the daye 

I saw them several times during the next few days, when he was 

speaking in and around Greensboro, and again when they came through on 

their return from the tour ,which had taken them up inte New Yerk City 

and several eastern universities. They teek me with them when xkax he 

went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away. OW our way over, the"chariot 

breke down, and while Mr. Hardwick and the student who was with us at- 

tended to vhe essential repairs, I walked with D,. Carver along the 

edges of the field. 

"This", he would say, betting dow te pick a small flower or weed 

I never had noticed before, “is a most remarkable little plant. You 

will note tne brilliant purple of its flower, Now that is what chey are 

uSing in the manufacture of (So-and-so-and-so) ... A very useful Little 

plant," He was completely at home here--on intimate, appreciative, 

friendly terms with these little grasses, weeds, stones,and flowers 

among which I, who had seen them a thousand times, moved a total stranger. 

It was a memorable hour for me, 

Returning howe after the lecture, someone started a song, and the  
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feur ef us samg, then, song after seng: eld hymns ef the church, leng 

familiar felk sengs, fragments of tunes only half-remembe.ed-- the high 

tenor voice of our speaker soul ing clear and true withthe others. 

“That song always reminds me", he would say now and then, and go on to 

tell us of some cherished recollection connected in his experience with 

that particular bit ef music. As bis by bit these fragments of his 

life story appeared, and 1 began in my mind to piece them all together, 

Iwas increasingly excited ever the astonishing nature of tne story as 

a whole-- the story of the 70 years this man had known, from his birth 

as a litule black siave child on a missourfi plantation during the 

closing year of the Givil War, te his present status among the most 

vell-knomiastentists ef the world. 

Discyssing it with Mr. Hardwick the following day, I enquired 

if there were biegraphies of him already available er being prepared, 

and was told that there were none. Many newspaper and magazine stories, 

Prd a lriel Story of hte [ipe> ) 
rbut as yet, no real biography. Somehow we care around to the conclusion 

IK 

    

that this piece of work sheuld certainly be begun, and begun new, and 

that we might start outst te work en it ourselves, ill-equipped though 

we knew ourselves to be for any such undertaking. Dr. Carver's own 

warm and enthusiastic endorsement of the idea served to vitalise our 

eonclusien-- and definite details for the initial stages ef the project 

teek form, the first item being that I sheuld go te Tuskeegee Institute 
. +o dy Sb 

when I was free t begin work with D Carver on the story. * 

se the idea for this boek was born, and so it was that on a Sunday 

od Weed 
afternoon in June, peng i found myself on a train out of Atlanta with 

a ticket that read “Chehaw, Alabama". As I left the train at the di- 

mMinutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue uniform of the Tuskeegee 

Institute cadets appreached, touched his cap, and said"You are Dr.  
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Carver's guest ? The car is waiting here". The drive was brief, and 

we were soon passing through the gates of the institute campus and draw- 

ing up before Derethy Hall, one wing of which is the Guest House, Gra- 

ciously received and assigned a room by lips, Martin, the hostess, I 

was told that I had arrived just in time fer t¢a, and was invited te 

cone directly inte cone dining room, iere, where we were served by riome 

Economics students, several other guests were already assembled-- this 

Guest House, as i was soon to discover, being a place where one may count 

en meeting interesting people frem all parts of the world. it is a 

delightful experience te be a part of this group, as i have realised 

time arver time . 

Dr. Carver, or Professor Varver, as many on the campus still call 

him, lived in nockefeller Hall, they told me, and had been busy receiv- 

ing visitors all day lenge Greeting him by telephone, 1 made an appeint- 

meant to come and see his laberavory and office early the follewing morn- 

ing, then walked for a while @m the dune twilight on the bread peace- 

ful campus. raced with the immediate reality of actually beginning this 

venture we had planned, I was suddenly overwhelmed by my own smallness 

and inadequacy for the task.--sut something of cuhe peace of this lovely 

campus, upen which the man of whose life 4 was to write had walked among 

his students fer 35 years, must have flewed into my troubled mind, for 

i was asleep early, eager for the morning to come. 

At nine the tellowing morning I was at tiilbank Agricultural Hall, 

enquiring from a student whom 1 et Ain the corridor where I might find 

Dr. Carver, and being shewn inte nis office. And if I had been concern-= 

ed ever his seeming loss of dignity just befere his chapel talk in 

Greensboro , Lwas even more concerned now with the awful prependerance 

er it t Tis solemn elderly man who reese from behind his littered
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desk to greet me with such distant rormality and chil. reserve ceuld net 

possibly be the same Dr. Carver who had walked with me so recently in 

the edges of the field, cailing the weeds by name; who had Lirtednis 

voice with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot ! Fer 

a moment or wwo L was panic-stricken, but happily some casual remar k 
’ 

brought laughter to the surface, and the ice of shyness and self-con- 

sciousness wag completely gone, melted in che sun of laughter. ovack 

again now was the smmse of mutual understanding and confidence, the fun- 

damental feeling of mutual inner surmise -- and we were ready to begin 

our worke 

I have spent many hours at 'tuskeegee 1i,stitute during the years 

that have passed since that June morning, for I have returned for visits 

of a week or longer whenever responsibilities elsewhere would permit 

it. During the earlier visits we taiked frequenvly of Dr. Garver's 

early childnood and youth, some of nis recollections-- dim at first-- 

becoming clearer as w@ discussed tnem. ue gaye me also names and ad- 

dresses of people stili living who nad known him during his student days 

in Kansas and Iowa, and rrom these--his early friends and acquaintances=- 

have come many of the incidents related in the chapters dealing with 

that period in his life. On the caypus at Tuskeegee there have been 

those who have told me of his life there in the Intitute community. Often 

in giving me the name of some person who might give information concern-~ 

ing him, he has said "Now go and talk with him. H® can tell you a lot 

more about me than I can tell you about myself." I have fourid many 

such people here and there-- though none, ef course, who could quite 

live up to this preidction. some of them have been his "boys", whe 

ci
 

count themselves fortunate @ be numbé@red among the members of his so- 

called “little family". Some were his 1ormer students; some have known
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him only as chey have heard him present his lectures and dsnomstrationss; 

some hawe known him as a neighbor and as a colleague on the Institute 

Faculty. 
Xi) 

it is rrom such sources as bahay cha the materials for the story in 

the following pages have come? From Dp. Carver himself, during my trips 

to tuskeegee and in between times thr ough|t he letters which have cane 

to me whepveyer I have gone these ssa treasued letters which 

begin"My esteemed friend, Wiss Crisp"; from his acquaintances and 

friends; frem the excellently ordered files and records bureau in the 

ins tituce library; from clippings and various fragments of fact ami com- 

ment sent me by my own friends here and there who have been, rrom the 

tirst, deeply interested in Se@ing the story come to its present com- 

pietion.e 

ft would have been a better story had George W. Carver himselt writ- 

ten it. this, howwwer, ne has had neither the wime nor the inc.ination 

te de. But because of his deep and abiding interest in the endeavor, 

his generous and consvant assistance with it, perhaps through even such 

an inadequate portrayal as this must inevitably be, something of the xx 

life of this extraerdinary American, and sometiing of its meaning, may 

eventually stand clear. 

There has been no attempt, no purpose, hee te write an exhaustive 

analytical study of his lire. ‘that will come later, and will be written 

by unose qualified to make such an analysis, such authentic evaluation. 

rere the purpose and design has been simply to write of him as i myself 

have come to know him during these past seven years; to tell the story 

er his life as i have learned it trem his ewn words, his work, his 

Gaily life as I have ebserved it as Lluskeegee ; andas [I have heard of 

it from ovners whe have known him -- some intimately, some with little  
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er no understanding. 

it is my cherished hope that through these pages some who read may 

ceme to feel thatothey,tee, have knwon George w. Carver; that vhey , toe, 

have felt themselves in the presence of an unusual but profowumdly sim- 

ple man-- a man with answers for many oi the perpiexing problems that 

haunt our hearts teday; and that they,too, have come away, as many in 

truth have come, with new vision and faith; new insights and devevions; 

newly-discovered and full-flowing wells of conffidence and courage.
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On the morning of January 64,1943, 1 awoke unaware that any 

break had occurred in my cherished Inner circle of fribnds. I remomber 

that on that morning I overslept my usual hour of riging and arenned 
Sid aA. 

hurrie?ly and left for work without taking the atin ne for a breakfaste 
«ys mes i i 

tabla silence at the headlines in the morning — mi had not far to 

mo to reach the Community Art Gentor where I worked. It was housed 

not many blocks away in the nivic library, & friendly ,m nafry wind owed 

red brick ‘pbuilding in (th the hospitable Cae, North Caroe 

2m ha See ies yoy (443. AS a ae 

ric tha —ste abe f the Library staff came to 
Oo the re aoa 7" ary 6 1G 43, Murs eae Pryenro Grad Fu ho Mires 

the morning nowapa3ew|in har seiaicia 
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I know that sonia th ing mugs “ne wPONE » hi / / a 

"No" , Ay roplinds Muhat As ate" | | 

Sho hended me/ tha, foMaad papsr, pointing to/a story on the front 

\ pagoe “I looked, and ithe ses And so it was that under the whitee 

Ph 

umnoed portico/of the Sha phord jomoyia1 sits pil, 4 Learned ‘the eriove 

  

of my friend, Dr. deores We. Carvore 

y
e
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NEGRO SCISNTIST DIES. RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF 
OUTSTANDING AGRICULTURAL SCIENTISTS OF THE WORLD 

Thase were the headlines, and underneath was the story from the 

rides “of tho Associated Press, the story beginning "Tuskegee, Alfe,dane 

5. Dr. Geaorgo Washington Carvoer,the noted Nogro scientist, died today 

at his home in to Tuskeszeo Institute, 

4 Dre Carver had been in failing hoalth for soma time," the news 

went on,” and was confined to his bed for the past ten dayse 

"Born of slave pavents,at Diamond Grovo,ifoe, ho nover was sure 

of his birthdate, but once estimated it was tabout 1864!,,..eHe will » 
Booker T. Wlashing= 

buried xemerrex in Tuskesec cometery, ~“hera also lias 

 



Carvor 2 

ton,founder and first president of the schoole...." 

Thore were many other words: "Best-known for his contributions to 

Southern agriculturo, he also was a noted artisteeeHo was en humble man 

who passed up worldly g-in to ‘work among the trees and ferns and the 

grass of God's green earthee ." Many words, 

Finally, I nnn paper in ee and wont silently into the 

build (ine and down the Ateps to the sou) center ia aa workshop in ‘tho 

hashmanty~ Mere ,alond in the workshop’ or at my of fico desk, perhags/ I 

could Sorter comprohend the fact thelt my friend io gone. 

4 it seomed thor<dible, as dea an a inevitably doese And yet I shoum 

have been prepared for it, for I knew that he had been ille On my desk 

~otizkeme lay a letter that had come from him only two days bafore, a lete 

ter dated December 30,1942, He had told ma of his illness, and of the 

fall that had preceded it. 

“My beloved friend,Miss Crisp", the letter began, with the charace- 

teristic sslutation he frequently used in his letters to his friends. 

“oh 4s is to extend you greetings and to thank you for your splendid lete 

ter. I have bean wondoring how you were getting along since I had not 

heard from you for quite somo time," 

Cheractaristis also were the paragraphs that followed, paragraphs 
a briof 

that noed,perhaps, to ba read against xem background of preceding days 

and eventse I had met Dr, Carvor in North Carolina, in the Spring of 

1833, whon he was on a lecture tour that took him to a numbor of Southem 

and Bastorn Gollece and University campvses. Jim Hardwick, of the staff 

of the Southsrn Student Y M C A Council, was with him on that tour, and 

the throae of us had spent considsrable time talking togethar of commonly 

shared inter sts and concerns. All throe of us were constantly with stue- 

Gents:Jim traveling throuchout the South, Dr. Carver at Tuskegee Instie 

tuto, and Lat Woman's Collega in Groonshboro,North Carolina. Out of these 

hours of discussion together, ard out of our many similar intorssts and
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ideas, had come tho friendship with Dp, Carver that almost from the moe 

ment of our meeting, served to enlarge tho horizons of my thinking, and 

to open to me new vistas of vision, now depths of understanding,and new 

possibilities of spiritual achicovment. 

Early in our acquaintances I inquired whether I could find anywhere 

a written story of Dr. Carver's life. It seomed to me such a ramarkable 

story, from the crumbs of information I had been able to gather from hire 

I was easer to know moro of it,more of his life and of his thoughte One 

brief biography had been written, I learned, but in it I fowmd not much 

more than the meagre informstion I already had secured. It seamed to me 

that a much mora complete story now was needed and should soon be begume 

Discussing it with Jim Hardwick, I found him in immediate agreomente 

“Thy don't you get to work on such a book," he said.e "I can help 

you get the information you will need at the beginning. I have known him 

‘4 
ing that period. The 
BN am near enough 

: : 
next time I gm to Tuskogeoo, I will go and see him and find out what he 

® 

for about teh years, and can toll you of his work du 

thinks of the idea," 

It seomed a prosumptuous idea to me,as of course it was. By what 

far stretch of imagination could + consider myself aquipped to record the 
- LASS 

life of such a man § But dt -wee-not-lonc before I found myself actually 

agreeing to undertake it, The report from the conference with Dy. Carvar 

was that he would be flad to have us write the story of his life if we 

wished to do itshe would help us all he could. In reality, hse had no 

interost whatever in having his biograohy written by anyone thon, but hoe 

did have a definite,habitual inte-est in encouraging any kind of work 

he considered creative, when he found any "dear young poople", as he was 

accustome’ to speak of them, ready and eager to undortaka it. In our pro- 

posal to write of his life, he saw what he felt to be an urge toward the 

kind of creative endeavor ha was always eager to find and to further, no 

matter how busy he might be with his own much mora important work.
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That was how it happened that by sarly in the summer of 1934, when 

thefcollege year ended and my vacation began, arrangoments had been made 

for ma to go to Tuskefses to berin dafinite work on our book. During the 

next five yoars Iwas there a numbor of times,staying for a weak or more 

at the tims in the Guest House maintained for visitors on the Tuskegee Ine 

stitute enmpuss3working in the library files, and talking wit’ Dr. Carver 

and with some of his friends and associates among the Institute faculty 

and studentse We planned a book of twelve chapters, an unpretentious mae 

chronological narrative of the story of his life. At first I would send 

him paces of aquestions,with spaces laft blank for his answers. And he 

would take the time out of his busy,crowded days to fill in brief answers 

and roturn the pages to mee As the first draft of each chapter was come 

pleted, I would send a copy to him for his psrsonal commants and suggese 

tionse this was our plan of procedure, not an ideal one,to be sure, but 

the best one we covld devise at the moments And ten of the proposed twelve 

chapters were actually written in this fashion, 

% 

feny thines intervened to delay the completion of the book:Extende 
essential 

ed ilinesses, lack of funds for,travel and research, professional demands 

that must of necessity come firstg many obstaclos such as thesee There 

was novor any thought of giving up the project short of its completion, 

however, until we learned in 1939 that a Carver biography had been come 

missioned by a publisher,to be written by Rackham Holt, 

Dr. Carver wrote me about this when he lsarned of ity and I ree 

plied a’ once to ask if he did not think we should give up the idee of 

our proposed story,now that a full and definitive biography was to be written. 

His answer was an immediate No, 

"You will write the book wo had in mind some day", he wrote, "It 

will be different from this ono,* 

There the matter sesmed to rest for a while, but always thoro was
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in my mind a sense of obligation to fulfil eventually his expvectation and 

his confidence, and I continued to work at intervals sm as I could on 

the manuscript we head begun, always with his oencouragononte 

In March,1940, he wrote “I think it is better for you to hold up 

on the writting of your book and profit by soma of thease othors that will 

come ovt,as Il am very confident that you have data that nono of them have, 

and it may be that later ong your book will be even more valuable than 

one that comes out now." 

In the Autumn of 1942, however, aware of his illness and his ine 

greasingly tenuous hold on life, and fille? with an urgent desire somehow 

to portrey him ae I had come to know him,while he yot lived, I suddenly 

decided to try a clay portrait. I had done some amateur work in sculpe 

ture, but nothing approaching professional status, nothing in te nature 

of a lifaesizo bust of anyone. Spurred now by an innor compulsion strong= 

er than logic or reason, I determined tc seo if, in the modiua of clay, I 

eould bring intc being any suggsstion of the likeness of tho Carver whom 

I knew: The kin? ,compassionate,pationt yest alert face, with its reflection 

of both gentleness and strength, both wisdom and wistfulnesse A sensitive 

face,serene in repose like a mirror of a degp inward poace.s Even as I made 

the decision to try it, I was conscious of the familiar oldsaying that 

“Fools rush in whore the angals fear to tread", No battar example of 

such a savings could be found than this attempt I was about to makée But 

I recalled also anothor familiar saying, one that declared "Nothing vone 

tured, nothine gained,” This one, I thought, would be Dr, Carver's own 

choice of the better one of the two to follow, the one that he would choose 

for himsslf. Then it should also be minge 

There was clay at hand ready for use guorth Carolina clay that we 

kept on hand for use in the children's art classes, We foumd it in abune 

dant evenly on the creek banks and hillsides noarby, an excollont,plastic 

clay,gray in color with veins of beautiful brick red running through it
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like an old«fashioned “marble cake", We prepared it for uskeby the 

simple axpediont of moistening it and running it through a large food 

grinder and packing it away in large metal canse 8merged from the 

erindine, it "as no loncer marbled,but an ovorall warm brigitred. The 

children loved to work with it, and so did I, And it seomed a suitahile 

material to use for a Barver portrait = a congenial material, for hey 

had enjoyed working with native clays himself, and had derived a nue 

ber of useful products from his studies of theme One of his most popw 

lar lectu‘es was on various clays and the possibilities he had found 

within them. In his office at Tuskegee I had seen a number of small 

clay pisces, bowls and vases and the like, that he had made in his 

tests of various clays for thair possible cersmic valuese He had alsp 

made paints from clays, and some of his own paintings had been done 

with clays of different colors,used in the manner of pastels. One 

of these, a slowing stillelife of three luscious poaches, had been 

soucht for the Luxembourg Museum in Paris. 

“I had no intention of letting it go", he told me once,when 

we ware discussing it, “It will never go as long as I am here, It 

would break up my collection and spoil the exhibition as a whole. You 

wouldn't take one bar of music out ef a symphony or an oratorio and 

send it away somewhere," 

, Assembling clay and tools and pictures of him I had saved fron 

magazine and newspaper articles, and sumuonins my own many memories 

of how he looked, I started to work to seo if clay couldnow bdo pere 

suaded to yield for me a likeness of my friend. Long hours were spent 

in the endeavor, and finally some semblance of a likeness did begin 

to appoar.s I had written Dr. Carver what I was trying to do, but he 

was away from Tuskeges at that times During the summer of 1942 he 

was far Crom well. In oarly July ho had writton "I have boon much below 

par for two or three weoks,in fact have boen wmusually ind isposade. 
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"It is most important now that people s:e me as little as possibleesee. I 

do hope that arrangements can be made for you to come this way at some 

time, as I want you to see my art collection while I am horas" Later in 

July he aceopted an invitation from his friend,Henry Ford, to come and 

spend some time in Doarborn,Michigan, at Greenfiled Village whore Mr. 

Ford had hed constructed a “Georges Washington Carvor Cabin",in tribute 

to his friend, 

When he returned to Tuskegee early in the Fall, I sent him sove 

eral "work in progress" snapshots of the portrait bust as it then appeare 

ed,asking what he thought of ite His roply,on October 5,confirmoed ny 

Foor that the summer trip had brought no sizeable increase in his strengthe 

"I wish to say with roforonce to the pictures," he wrote, "that my 

eyes are not sufficiently strong to judce just what they look Like ,and 

I am sure you are sufficiently well scquainted with eyes 80 years old 

to know they have lost their power of discerning, and it is all I can 

do to discern figures at all, Therefore I rogret that I am not able to 

pass on your workese,Again, if my ayes wero stronger,I do not know how I 

look." 

On Octobor 22 he wrote arain:"I have not boaen so wall lately and 

had a very severgspell of illness a fow days ago and came very near leave 

ing, but * am here yet.~ I am wondering how you are getting along with 
your sculpture," 

+ sent another snapshot,and ho paplied on October 29:"I am sorry 

my eyes will not permit mo to pass upon it. Thon, too,you wouldn't exe 

pect me to judga it correctly because 1 don't know how I look, and in my 

present condition would have little intorest,as it is all I ean do at 

the peasent time te keen breath enough to keen going. We all have to 

come along the same road and must accant it just aa 4+ eomog," 3 
wat D J Pi Ys * 2 3 9 
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When this letter came,I knew that I must soon send the bust to Tus 

keger if it was to arrive in time for Dr, Carver to sea it,as I had hoped 

4t mighte I thus hastened to complete it as best I could, and took it to 

the Cosiminis, an Italian firm in Raleigh, North Carolina, where casting 

into plaster was done,veing unable myself to do this kind of essting. It 

would have been better fired into terra cotta,as 1 knew, but I was not 

sure the clay would fire well, and rather than risk losing it altogether, 

I desided to have it cast in plaster, with several reproductionse 

As sculpture, it was not good work;I was keanly aware of eee And 
ela 

in the plaster reproductions,something of the life and warmth of the ON 

snal- was lost. But some resemblance apparently was left, for the Cosie- 

minis,who cast it, told me of travelers who stopped by their workshop and 

ween socing the bust exclaimed "That's Carver"$ His public lectures, as 

woll as the frequent appearance of his picture in tho newspapors in cone 

noetion with his lectures and hisscientific achievments, had by this time 

mada his face familiar to many Americans, and the populer referonce to him 

was simply his surname. "That's Carvor", tho peopje would say,upon seoing 

him or his photograph. I was glad that in tnd bust I had made there was 

at least enough resemblance to the man to call forth from travelers this 

sign of rocognition. 

In Decomber,I shipped the bust to him,knowing it fell far short 

of being the portrait I had hoped to achieve, yet wanting »navertheless,to 

provide for Dr. Carver a tangible evidence of my continuing efforts to 

justify the eomfidence he had reposed in mée Zero 

I sent him,too, in the letter accompanying ths wae, a check for 

tvo Gollears as a contribution to thse Carver Foundation he hac astablished 

to carry on his rosearch after he was gonee A young Nogro principal of 
Vs 

a school near Groonville had purchased for his school one of the repro 

ductions of the bust,paying $10.00 for it, And since from the beginning 
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of ovr work on the proposed biography, I had meant upon its conpletion 

to arrange for a percentage of all royalties to go to the Carver Founda 

tion, I wanted to carry out this idea also with tiie purchase of the 

clay portrait. Small token though it was, it would constitute at least 

a symbol. ‘This check for $2.00 was, I suppose, the smallest contribu. 

tion ever received by the Carver Foundation, but to Dr. Carver it was,as 

as I had hoped it might be, a token of remembrance received from a 

friond during the closing days of his life on the sarth, This was how 

4t havpened that in his December 50 letter, after his opening paragraph 

of greeting, he continued: 

"Tt wish to thank you for the check for two dollars, I am so hap- 

py for you as you have worked so long and faithfully, and this is just 

as it should boe---history in the making, and I am so glade 

"T have not seen Dr. Patterson since the bust arrived as he 

has been out of town a great deal and had to leave us Christmas day on 

account of the death of Mrs. Robert R. Moton at her home in Virginia. 
months 

"I have not been at all well for the past throe xamkx and 

two weeks ago suffoved a severe fall which has kept me in bed for the 

holiday seasOneeces 

"wath much love, and the hope that the New Year will bring you 

much happiness andmm prosperity in spite of the war and general ture 

bulent condition of the world, 

So gratefully yours, 

GeWe Carver " 

I thought of this letter as I sat reading the Associated Press 

story of his death, on the morning of January 6,1945. And the thought 

came that th&% would be his last lettor. For almost ton yearsmwhorever 

I had gone, now and then in my mail I would count on seoing ang envelope 

from the Resoarch and Experiment Station at Tuskegee, bringing a lotter pas oF  
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from hime Now they would come no more. 

But one more letter did come, for that very day I was startled to 

find in my mat the familiar Tuskegoe envelope, bringing a letter from 

hime It was dated December 31,1942, the day on which he had dictated it, 

but postmarked January 4. " My esteemed friond,iiise Crisp," this one 

began, and read,in part » again with his characteristic exaggeration of 

even the smallest tokens of friendship and of ereative inelination and 

endeavor « "This is to acknowledge again the receipt of what I consider 

one of the most romagkable letters that has come to my deske Just to 

think that you have gone to work and stuck to it all of these years and 

turned out a bust,and fom the sale of the first one given a donation 

to the Foundation at Tuskegee. I think it is perfectly remarkable, It 

was such a beautiful thing to do and I lmow that Dr, Patterson, the Foume 

dation,and all wish to extend to you and all those who have helped you 

so faithfully to turn out a worthwhile product their sincera thanks, I 

think it is perfectly marvelous for you to do a thing like this and in 

the way you haveee.e i am so anxious to see the bust I ean hardly hold 

myself down sufficiently. 

"With every good wish and most hearty congratulations, I am 

So sincoroly yours, 

iw G.W.Carver 

pi was Bis Duan weap aN? iy      
ms aware (of / As, | Vy hf 
A heal rg 

From the reading of this last letter, I turned to the immediate 

task of preparations for the long waretime journey to tuskegee to join 

his many other friends in the farewoll service now being arranged for hin



  

It was a bio a ma overnight trip to TwWskegee for the ach ar 
Lek 

‘V eer 

my friend. AY journey by day coach, for gap pulman reservations were, ava 1 

able for civilian travel during those yh a =bime Sa oe 

  

  

  

  

byt Tha yea liners SS hata poe a soon ae 

S eudd—he-re— erent oon, * a es en uae Libbine thet Eatravel 
any r sr Le, 

by day coach, sitting up ail night. LES on cis way ‘to. Dr. Garvor's a 

eral. He had traveled many miles er nee: Sich! heen faw le ae 

man reservations were ever available for him. 

During the long night hours,as the train move Southward toward 

Atlanta, 1 feund myseif thinking of the jeune hates gee that George 

W. Carver had made, a journey of a little more than 50 years. For, fron 

the perspective that ensuing years provide, it is evident that the days 

of his childhood and early youth were indeed a journey toward Tuskegee; 

a period of preparation for the 47 years of uniqye service he was to 

.. * a 
Gi afr hn AS te. ¥ 

give to his own race and to the world,throuch the avenues he found or 

created for himself at Tuskegee Institute. 

His gradual IY anledsammd » awareness and strong conviction of the 

{ OY sde* 

presence of ay invietile a ttn the wniverse that determined the di- 

reaction of his journeying found expression eventually in the passage 

from the Bible he adopted as his motto - a passage from Proverbgsthat 

declares "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy pathe." 

He often quoted these words in his letters to his friends. “Remember our 

motto", he woukd say, and then go on to quote the words of the passages 

jaa when I had written him of somd perplexity with which I then was 

  

2 

“added "A direct promiseswhy not face the issue and do it ? 

  

all things will be made clear. You will understand and be so very happy 

because you do understand.” 

He was wise enough to know, however, and honest enough to admit, 

that not always does such understanding come. On another occasion,when 

he had quoted his motto, he went on to write "TMese paths often lead  



me into places and conditions I do not understand,but when it is made 

clearmI see the widdom of it. Some things have never been made clear ,1 

am sure never will be. No doubt just as well that they are not." 

the paths of his childhood and youth - the,visible paths - began in ~{ Vs Pak eal f 1 

Missouri and took him sagem here and there into samme anumber—ef towns and 
ray 

communities in the neighbroing states of Kansas and Iowa.
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a Karly Life 

~ Bfonart Bete Sp ont {rst sf 1s nother of fae Alte spent here,in hone 

ee
 ae ‘Feotho Mo. - One year here, his first year “on his om" 

foe Fort Scott, Kansas ~ Seven or eight years here, in school yneking his \ 

| {ome Summer Vacation back at Diamond Grove : 

He ye Minneapolis, Kansag «- 2 years « Paintahod .} wigh School here, and \ eppkiek 
for edmission to Highland University, was aecepted= Saw his first 
Tynehing hore « é 

        

   

              

   

— # 

| VWI~ Highland ,Kansas, and Beeler, Kansas «+ About three years- ‘NePosec ad- 

mittence to Highlend U. when his race was known, worked at odd jobs,ete _ 
for a time, then took up dry clain in beelersspent two years thepp <« ae 

Vit-winterset, Iowa + One or two years - ven hand laundry swOrked in hotel= 

sree ah Towa 

’ VITI- Indianola, tuxses-~Simpsorn Gliege ~ Approx. 5S years, studying Art, 
sa Music, Seiences - Paying his orn way Dy work - 

  

IX Ames, Iowa- Iowa State Goliege «- Received B.S. end M.a. here, and was 
working as Assistant in Botany when Booker T. oe offered him — 
@ place et Tuskeegeo, 

eR
 
V
A
Y
 

Fs
 

| Be Tuskoeges | : Dh 

: on Berly Deys at Tuskeegee «Beginning his work in Agreultursl Chemistry- if 
 Gomteets with students and people in oe te building up 

laboretory ecvipment , @tc. 

Xs Bxtension work smong farmers--carried on along with his teaching noe 
|  « Stdies of soils, crop production, plant diseases, @tte as 

XII~ Poeriod-of Discoveries-~ ix traordinary products that may be derived a 

from peanuts, potatoes, clays, ets. - oY 

AITII«~ "Messonaer Rxtreordinary” - Lectures and demonstrations of prow | |} 

ducts before groups in various toms, cities, colleges = Special roscee i 
“nitions of his. unique contributions: Spingarn medelsPellow of Royal ay 
College of Arts and Selonces;0ffer from “isons; *nvitetion from Soviet 4 
Governnent-—6tc~« 

4 

_xIv- His ®*Little Femily® ~ the gradusl building up of the group of young 

men of both races who constitute his so-called "femily*--students whom 
he has aided financially, spiritually, inspivationally--in v various weys. 

ove the Present - His daily and constant streem of visitors; his special 
experiments with the use of certain Oils from peanuts with mnassege in 

the trestuent of infantile peralysis cases <-~. spoken of by Dr. Moton as 
Pipes most hon geage aide of interraciel wokol being cerpied on in 
es ee 

 



      

   
    
   
   
   
   
   
    
   
    
   

      
   

    
    

  

   

    

   

  

       

Part I +    
Chapter I+ Diamond Grove 

Re 

Me 

i 
ie 
if 

Cha pter II- Neosho 

: Ghapter III- Fort Scott 

| Chepter 1 IVe A Summer Tacation 

Pi Chapter V- Minneapolis ) 

Chapter VI- Highland and Beeler 

Chapter VII- Winterset 

Chapter Id- Indianola = Simpson College 3 A 

Le . Chapter 2 Ames = Iowa State College 

Part Ii. + Tuskeeges 

Chapter XI- Harly Day s 

Chapter ATi- Agricultural Chemistry ~ First period at luskeegee 

Experiments with crops aid soils 

.  Sxtension work among shesaeasibe 

Teaching 
ee ge “ethods : ) | ! 

ka a : ele Relationships with students ane bia 

ee | His place in the gemeral campus life ee | oe 

i ; ikelationships in the commun ty around him 

Chapter /sITI- Strange Discoveries = Second period at Ltuskeegee 

< eriod of diseovery ci wnusual products fro peanuts, 

gweet potatoes, clays, 6te., Ete 

Cha pter ,XIV- liessenger Extraordinary = Third period at Tuskeeges 

Lectures and demonstrations of discoveries in 

    

" eollegesy mities, ete. 

Chapter iW- ‘the "Little Family" | | | 1 | 

Development of the "Inmer Circle” grow, 

his spiritual ae abe aga 

‘Chapter XVI - "Working Out Something ' w Fourth Period at tuskesgec - 

oN (eginnt, ng with the AP article bec. 31,1934) 3 :     
par ef imente wi th Brae ot bb massage for treatment 

ane race barriers down       
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Chapter Viil- Inf isnols, Simpson College 
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Undergraduate . : 
Graduate student 
instructor. 

cusses X- First days st Suede 

  

Wr Chapter XI- Agricultura! Chemistry 

: Teaching 
f>perine tewith crops.ad soils ~ 
xtension work among fhrmers 

Chapter XlI- Strange Discoveries — 

/¥®erioa of discoveries 4n-peannts, potatoes,” etc. 

| Chapter XELi- A Messenger Extraordinary : , 
: , * Leetures and demonstrations in oolleges, towns, etc. 

Chapter XIV- The“Little Family" 

Chapter X¥- “Working Out Something"- 

(Leginning with AP article Dec, 31, 1934) 

Eyperisenés with oils for:-medical purposes 
ine healing of epirits as well as bodiss, 
Chasme between classes and races removed, 6tc., etc.
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Chapter I- Diamond Grove 

Chapter II- Beosho 

Chapter III- Fort Seott 

Chapter IV- Summer Vacation, Diamond Grovel ? ) 

‘Chapter Y- Minneapolis ( Kansas } 

Chapter VI- Highland (?) 

Chapter VII- Winterset 

Chapter VIII~ Inflianola, Simpson College 

Chapter IX- Ames, Iowa State College 

Undergraduate 
Graduate student 
Instructor 

Chapter Z~ First days at Tuskeegee 

Chapter XI- Agricultural Chemistry 

Teaching 
| lesb erops and <r 

ension work among farmers 

Chapter XII~ Strange Discoveries 

/FEeriod of discoveries in peanuts, potatoes, 6tc. 

Chapter XEEI~ A Messenger Bxtraordinary 

Lectures.and demonstrations in colleges, towns, etc. 

Chapter XIV~ The"Little Family” 

Chapter X¥- “Working Out Something"~ | 

(Deginning with AP article Dec. 31, 1y34) 

Eyperiments with oils tor medical purposes 
the healing ot spirits aS well as bodies, 
Chasms between classes and raceS removed, 6tTC., EtG. 
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a PLANS FOR WORK 
Pr : . 

(4 } caRWeR, BmocRAPHY 
I-Preliminary StatementsI became interested in working on a biography 

me/Garver soon after I met him four years ago. Many newspaper ard : magazine stories have been written concerning him, but there is only i one so-called biography published so far, and that is a work which : seems inadequate in almost every respect. With the help of several of 
his friends, and with his own interest and consent, I began gathering 
material for a book about his life and work.It is my hope that it can be one which will appeal to the general reading public, and yet a book done with that high degree of artistry and scholarship which its subject — demands. The gaterial gathered thus far has dealt mainly with the out- 
line facts of his life story, as suggested in the chronological out- 

line attached hereto, sketched from materials gathered to date. I have gathered this from his om statements, given during my two ten-day 
visits at Tuskeegee, and from conferences and correspondence with him 
and with some who have known him in various periods of his life. Since : he is now in his middle seventies, and increasingly frail in physical strength, there is need to gather much more material in the near future : if much that is valuable in his own memoirs and observations is not to 
be lost. The necessity to earn a living has made it impossible for me to give the needed time to this. Hence my application for a stipend 
that would free me,financially, for a year's work. Thus far I have no 
plan for the eventual publication of the book. _ 

TieActual plans for the Year's Work: 
“As i s it now 16 preparation of such a work would demand; 
1-Ascurate knowledge of the story of his life 
2-Acquaintance with the places where he has spent his life--as they 
are téday;their historical Backgrounds | 

5-Knowledge of his work-(a)From his own viewpoint;(b)From the view- 
point of those associated with him 

4-Evaluations - gathered from many competent to judge - of the sig- 
nificance of his contributions in the fields of Science; Art( Paint- ing); Human Relationships; end(perhaps) Religion Bein orgder to meet these obvious demands, the year's work would include; 

i-Much time spent at Tuskeegee,with him and with his associates 2-Travel -(a) To the places where her has lived (b) For conferences 
with people who know him or his work 

S-Residence for part of the year in a place where there would be ad- 
equate library facilities(For reading and studying historical back- grounds, etc.) and also opportunity for conference with pecple an to discuss his importance in various fields--probably New ork City or some University center 

4-A “brooding” and writing period -- I should like very much te spend one period of the year in the Lake Country of England--though this might not be desirable nor practical as the work progressed. 

( 2 ) Creative Writing in the field of poetry 

        

: It is my hope and belié€f that work and study in the field of 
poetry would go along hand in hand with the year's werk on the Carver book. I think that twe basic needs I feel deeply now would be mets oe i# The need for a certain sanse of leisure of minds; and (2) The necd - 
for much study and practise in craftsmanship. : te 

\ 
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New Outline as Plannod Now 

INTRODUCTION. to CARVER Os 
A.First meetings, in Groanaboro, May, 1933 : 
BeHis lotters to mo,first year sane decision to begin work 

with him on a biography 
Ce My first trip to paren Juno 41034, to begin work 

THE CARVER STORY . é : ae 
A.Childhood and Youth (thew his college yoars) ey 
B,The Tuskegoo Years | 
Ceidor plane Gur ing tha later years at Tusteges 

THE CARVER STORY CONSIDERED | 
His basic philosophy,. controlling motives, per sonni 

_ habits of thought and action, central teachings, etc. 

Ae Daal): thy ways. acknowledge Hin, and He shall direct 
‘thy paths” : 

Be “Be yourself.. Don! t be gomeboiy. ‘hay Ninoty-nine por 
eont of us ara, trying to be somebody else." 

Cy "You. can't harbor bitternesss it clogs the Stanneless 
I can't do my work if my hoart is bittore..” 

De "You will learn to walk and talk with the Great Creator 
thru the things He, hag’ peMeatad ere. 

Be “God's Little Workshop." = the real work and signifi« 
cance of Georga. Carver in American life : 

   



kegee" was a ‘fomdliar name in newspaper headlines thens And any men- 

   a Lily cieeey Crisp a 

116 Bast Jones Street 
Releich, Worth Carolina i a 

It was on a morning | in way ,1958,that 1 firs{ moat Goorge 

Washington Carver; a ‘memorable morning, it was destined to be, I 

had, of course, heard of him long before that day, for "carver of tale 

tion of him in public parlance dun trig’ those years of the early thire 

ties, was Likely to be followed by the identifying phrase "the man 

who has made so many things from peanuts.” For it was. ‘through his 

“public leeturss on the products. he was evolving Prom stich humble 

source matorials as peanuts: and swoot potatoos, swamp mucland clays, 

ble LEDER N CRY down at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, fhat he first 

became known to the genera. American public. 

From a mutual. friend T had also heard of him, Jim Hardwick, 

of the Southern Student Yella Ged, Counc 11 in Atlanta, Georgia,had on 

several occasions spoken to me of his friond, Dr. Carver. "I first | 

heard him speak when I was a student at the Virginia Poly#echnic In- 

stityte an. Blacksburg, Virginia, " J4m had said, with a tone in his 

voico closely akin to the wonder and warmth of a boy's words when he 

speaks of 2 wolleloved horoe "T can't describe him to you, "Jim had 

declared, "He is different from anybody else I have evr known. And 

nobody else has evar moant to ma what he has moant, YOU'11 have to 

maot him someday; thn you watt grew what I mean." 

This day of meeting finally ¢ came in the Spring of 1933. One of 

: the lecture tours mate by. Die Capen dar ine: that year toby him to a 

Neue of colleges and universities: in the South and Baste At the Mow |i. 

oot g College of the University of North Carolina, at Graensboro, we | 

. had schedule dad him for: *wo talks te He ‘was tn speak briefly at the noon- 

aaa oh pened sonvoce tion of faculty and 1 stutenta, ant then, in the even=__ 
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ning, he would _prasent for both o udonts: and the goneral public. his 

popular lecture on the Peanuty a lecture in which he discussed this 

so-called "lowly" product of Southern goil, and illustrated some Of 

the discoverios he had made concern ine its noteso-lowly nature and 

ite manifold possibilities. “He was traveling by car on this tour, 

with Jim Hardwhek as his tour manager and traveling companion, this 

7 series of lectures veing wer the sponsorship of the Southern Student 

YeMaCeAe Councils : | : 

On the scheduled aay in way, along about noon, J im appeared. at 

my office door to ‘announce their arrivals ‘Die Carvor was yi for. 

us in the car, he. said, pared near tnaagid | Fordum where ho was to 

speaks "Come out and moet him”, “Jom cont inued ."He is expect ing you". 

That was how it happened Hhat my earliost recollect ion of recrae 

Wash ington Carver, the first of many momor ies of him etched deeply | 

in ay mind during the nino years that followed that morning in May, 

~ the sight of him as he sat that day on tho front seat of the faded 

012 blue touring car of very "ancient. Linéage" ,»to borrow 4 phrase 

from Little Lord Fauntleroy! S description of his. 

  

gi applevomen 

friends an antiquated car they had purshased for travel on the tours 

"the Chariot", they had Amnediately named it, motivated, no doubt, 

by both affection for the "museum piece" look of its higheslung de- 

sign and ky faith that eventually it would carry them home againe 

It was a ear that obviously would require a large meneure.of both 

affection and faith from those for whose eemhapertat ten it was held 

_ responsible. | | 

As we approached the "chariot", I gould soe at first only the 

head and shoulders of our spaaker, for he was sitting low din the 

a uttorly relaxed 

front seat, leaning back in MXLLANXRALAXAKENA fashion against ‘the 
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a bank of the soat apperently: resting while he awaited our arrival. 

When we came near, he sat ‘wp straight, “took off his plaid tweed. 

traveling eap, and held out his hand to me through the open wind ows 

aa am so. very pleased to moot you", he said, and I found myself 

looking into despset eyes strangely light in color against the dark, 

blsck-bronze background of his face ,gray-blue eyes that were Filled ; 

with an ancient wisdom and a warm compassion,welling up from some- 

where in ‘their depths; walling up and flooding hiapvrinielsa face 

with Fz) “Light that was wonderful to see» His voice was surprisingly 

high in pitch, but soft in tonal seated his words gently spoken 

and deliberate. a sensed in him, even in those first moments of our 

moeting, a certain indofineable quality of quietness that brought to. 

my mind immediately an old Biblical phrase: "In quietness and €onfi- 

dence shall bo thy strength", There was something more hara, I 

somehow knew, than a more surfacs calms such quietness as this came 

only out of a constant central confidence somewhere within a mane 

: Ho was woar ing a worn but neat-looking suit ef some plain dark 

“worsted material, with a tiny white flower, unfamiliar to me y fastened 

in his coat Labels a flower that repeated the: whtte of his heir that 

lay on his head like a close-fitting white skulleap fitted low in 

a scallop at the center of hig wrinkled dark) forehead, but sased dni 

far back ‘at eith side. His ahaa aun tie was of some loosely woven 

stuff and wider than the type then worn by oat men, a tie that he : 

had woven for himself,I lator learned. 

I found it impossible not to take special note of his hands, 
supple, eieneens sere 

even as L4 had of his eyose Long, sumpiaating xeatx : hands,with 

    

 o Benn inward curve on the outer: side of each thumb ; musual-looking 

hands» Both sensitive and strong, thoy: maEax became an eloquent medium 

of commun tea t4on in themselves, in tho simple gostures ha sometimes. 

“used to punctuate or emphasize his words. 
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ae Bohind him, as che sat these in the old blue car that morning, 

there was an extraordinary arrey of suiteases packing boxes bratiches 

and twigs from a variety of trees and shrubs eppanentiy seen along the 

“way, and even some rocks and lerge lumps or slabs of Slay) & etrance 

assortment of luggage, but one WERGR I later learned, was his usual 

accumulation when his tours were ‘made by care That day it seomed to 

me a suitable setting for hams he was obvious ly a man who. could be 

counted on to carry unexpected luggagee 

He could also be counted on for a quick change of mood, as r 

suddenly discovered. We had been talking for a quarter of an hour or 

| so, Jim and I, standing by the car,diseussing the chapel program that 

was soon to follow, with Dp. Carver putting in a question now and then. 

It was a serious conversation, not a solemn ¢ one by any means, but in 

serious veing, having | to do with tho plans we had made for the Carver 
the City of. 

: Lectures. on our ovn campus and at other places in the vicinity of 

Groensboro « Then, following ; a ‘pause in oe conversation, Jin suddenly 

looked at his watch and said, with a sat change into a tone of affection- 

ate humour, "Don't you think it's wont time we started to get him out 

of hare 2 . 

_ Without thantine how silly such a remark would sound, and ace 

tually, half-serious - after all, how could I be certain of Dr, Carve 

er's state of health ? Sitting there maxnttie in the car, he soomed 

We pret frail, and as ancient as the hills or the pyramids swithout thinke 

Ang, then, I answered "Well, how long will it take hs get him out ? * 

| A sudden shout of laughter went up Prom both of them, loud ,bois~ 

terous laughter in which I was obliged to join, even though I had put 

ab cuddsved halfsseriously, and f61t- considerably abashed at having 

Deen so taken in by a question apparently spoken in jost. It was some 

time bofore theiv laughter subsided, Finally it did, and then Dr. Carver 
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iF ote 
opened the car door, and stepping out with the agility of a sixteens 

yoareold lad, stood up to his a ee of six feot or morefeven with 

the slicht shoulder stoop that made his coat collar stand up in a hump 

A a the back ) and began walking in Longy vigorous strides toward the 

| -gtage door of the auditoriums 
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Cherry Crisp 

FOREWORD 

This bo@k about George Washington Carver had its beginning on a 

morning in May, 1933, when Isat in an office at The Woman's College of 

The University of North Carolina ( Greensboro, N.C.) awaiting the arrive 
SCout. le 

al of the chapel speaker. As secretary for student religious activities 

at that collece then, I was a times responsible for securing speakers 

or that partigular day ta Kags, 209% I had 

rN aol vee R Cons; jp eva i wal. 

ey pega a speaker aonoeeninns whom T imew very little -- réi-sicy—business, 

as aie acquainted with student opinion on the whole matter of chapel 

epeskere (weil o oi \ostity_ = 
a 

On several eccasions he Hardwick, then a menber of the field staff 

ef the Southern student Y.M.C.A. Ceuncil, had said to me “There is a 

man I want you to meet someday -- George Washington Carver. MeyBe You 

Chave heard of him as tthe man who has made so may things from peanuts’. 

He has dome a lot of lecturing on college campuses, and stillis makes 

a tour now and then. I hope you get him at Woman's College sometime. 

He's great t" So, in the winter of 1933, when Mr. Hardwick had written us 

that snother lecture trip was being arranged for Dr. Sarver, we had 

scheduled him for a chapel talk on ow campuse 

Adtal|\how, today, he was to come, and I was conscious of a feeling 

of definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much-heralded 

speaker who turns out to be, in student language, a "flop", is a herd 

matter to live down on a college campus, as I knew from too many expe- 

PienGeSecesese But now Mr, Hardwick was at the office door, saying"well, 

hets nere/ Come out and meet him. We parked dow at the avditorium",
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ye 
As we walked down the drive, I gst my first Zlimpse of the veneraad 

blemleoking car of very"ancient lineage" woich they had purghased for 

transportation on this particular tour, and there-- onnthe front seat of 

the "chariot", as they called it -- was our speaker, enthrmmed among 

the high-piled seeming confusion ef packing cases, bags, slabs of earth, 

sticks and stones and branches which formed, as I later learned, his 

customary travel equipment when the journey was made by Yehartot", 

“This is Dr. Carver", Mr, Hardwick said, anda voice peculiarly 

high in pitch# replied, with a gentle sort of deference and dignity, "I 

am so very pleased to meet you", 

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly alert, listening 

to our conversation as we spoke of the Ghapel program, and 

  

sional inquiries or suggestions about it. There was a Bee of quiet. 

ness about him A sensed immediately , even in the midst of the gay bane 

ter and repartee of the moment «- a quality of quietness for which I have 

never found more descriptive language than the words of the ancient Bib« 

lical phrase, “In quietness and confidence shall te thy strength..." 
Outwardly, he looked quite feeble, his bread shoulders slumped, 

his words softespeken, ne white above his brewn-tinged black face 

when he had taken off his welata traveling cap. So feeble that when Mr, 

npretias Sekinedy asked "Is it about time we started to get him out of 

the-crmriot?” I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, and enswered, “well, 

how long does it take to get him out 2?" : 

_ A spontaneous shout of baughter from both ef them greeted my silly 

Are leaving me considerably abashed at having been so taken in, A 

few moments jater, saad ~~ when our speakeretoebe had descended quite 
tall, strongly-built figure, agilely fram the charset pend WAS walking toward the’ auditorium in long 

vigorous strides ~~ he continued to laugh in cascade efter cascade of 
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delighted high-pitched laughter, I became a little alarmed. ‘th4s man 

was our dhapel speaker«- would he recover himself ang ret to his 

dignity in time ? And what kind of speech would send ic be likely to 

make ? 

I might have spared myself anysuch @ncern, for now we were at 

the back-stage door, the presiding professor was coming to greet us, 

and twming to make the introductions, I fowmd ow speaker dignity pere 

 gonified.e A moment later Mr, Herdwick said “He likes to have prayer be~« 

for he spekks, if we can". I closed my eyes and heard my name, spoken 

in the quits pbied , highepitched voice I was to come to know so well: 

"Wiss Crisp". foo surprised actually to pray, I said a sentence or two, 

ani then the quiet voice speke again"Mr. Hardwick". A brief prayer by 

Mr, Hardwick, Dr. Carver's own simply-speken petition, and the presiding 

professor was returning. Going down the corridor ,then, to find my 

place out in the auditorium among the 1800 students gathered there for 

chapel, I found my mind at ease concerning our speaker for the daye 

I saw thems everal times during the next few days, when Dr. Carver 

was speaking in and arowd Greensboro. They took me with them eS he 

went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, a young man from ile 

cellege also accompanying us. On the way to Salisbury the "chariot" 

preke down, and while My. Hardwick and the student attended to the esq 

sential repairs, Iwalked with Dr. Yarver slong the edges of the field. 

mis", he would say, bending down to pick a spray from a weed or 

some kind of little grass or flower, "in a most remarkable little plante 

You will note the brilliant purple of its flower. Now, that is what they 

are using inthe manufacture of somand-so-and 80.ee- A most useful little 

plant." He was completely at home here, on intimate, appreciative 

terms with all these tiny weeds ani flowers and plants among which I, 
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whe had seen them thousands of times, yet walled an utter stranger. As 

we : turned to go back to the repaired chariot, he stopped a moment, are 

ranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had been gathering, 

looked at it for a long moment, then handed it to me, seying"X'D like 

to paint that someday.e.Perhaps t shall", It was m wiforgettable hour 

for M@e 

On the way home from Salisbury, someone started a song,and the 

four of us sang, then-- old folk songs, spirituals, hymns of the church, 

fragments of twmes only half-recalled.. the high tenor voice of our 

speaker sounding clear end true with the ethefs. Now end then, with 

a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds me", per tac on 

to tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that particular 

piece of music! some incident of his life story. 

Later, beginning to decay 4 together ‘these bits of incidents, and. 

| ethers I had gathered in conversation with him, I found myself growing 

greatly interested in the extm ordinary story of this man's life-= in 

the remarkable pattern of the sixty-ofid years that had brough him from 

the Missourfi slave 7 which he was born en up to the presert— 

distinguished place he held among the living scientists of the world. 

Discussing it with Mr, Hardwick, I inquired whether there were any bi- 

egraphies of him already written or being prepared, and learned that as 

yet there were none. A brief boek about his life, and numerous newspaper 

and magazine articlesand stories, but as yet, no adequate biegraphy. 

Agreeing that this was an important matter, and one that should have 

immediate attéention, we came to the conclusion that we would begin work 

on it ourselves, ill-equipped though we lmew ourselves to be for any 

such undertaking -- a decision undoubtedly axjether excellent example of
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"Pools rusitting in where angels fear to tread" .Dr. Carver's own warm 

enthusiasm and endorsement of the idea served to vitalize our conclu- 

sion, however, and initial plans for carrying out the idea were made, 

the first step being that I should go to Tuskegee Snatitese as soon as 

possible to being work with Dr. Garver on the storys 

Se it was that the idea for this book was born, and @o it was that 

on a Sunday afternom in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of 

Atlanta with a ticket that read “Chenaw, Alabama". As I left the train 

at the diminutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue wmiform of the 

Tuskegee Institute cadets approached, touched his cap, and said "You 

are Dre Garver's guest ? The car is waiting here", The dtive was 

brief, and we were soon passing through the gates of the Institute came 

pus and drawing up before Dorothy Hall, in which is the Guest House. 

Graciously received and assigned a room by Mrs. Martin, the hostess, I 

was told that I had arrived just in time for Tea, and was invited to 

come directly into the dining room. Here »where we served by Home Ecow 

nomics students, I found several other guests already assembled-- #er— 

this Guest House, as Iwas soon to discover, f a place where one may 

count on meeting ieee interesting people from all parts of the world. 

Dy. Carver, or Prefessor Carver, as many on the campus still call him, 

lived in Rockefeller Hall, they told me, and had been busy receiving 

vis itor® all day long. Greeting him by telephone, I made an appéintment 

to come and see his laboratory and office early the naxt day, then 

walked for a while in the June twilight on the broad, rolling campuse 

Faced with the immediate reality of actually beginning this venture we 

. 7 ed ae @udde erwhelmed b ine d d pra mbpieniy, prechoteet Wy, pra guaipeen snd, taadequeny 
f 

tor the Saikicstivotosaniiig: something of sik peace of this bey ian ce me 
‘aie eal yi sd Pune, A
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Gampus, upon which the man of , whose life Iwas towrite had walked among 
_Y) 

his students fev 35 years, somehow waowesd into my troubled mind, and I 

was asleep hay pg he eager for the mor: ng _fo comes 

Sibine the following moming Ew-rs at Milbank Agricultural Ha i. 

inquiring of a student whom I met in the corridor where I might find Dr, 

Carver, md being show into his office. And if I had been concerned 

over his seemi-ng loss of dignity just before his chapel talk in Gremsq 

bore, I was terrified now by the awful preponderance of it 3 This 

graveefaced, solennjelderly man who rosef rom behind his littered desk 

to greet me with such distant form lity and chilling reserve could 

net pessible)|be the same Dr. Carver who had walked withe ne ponennsy in 

the edges of the fields, calling the weeds by name; who had Lifted his 

voice with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot § For 

brief but leng-seeming moments Iwas    pemkasseahicken, until happily some 
i | : sthil= 

Gasual _ brought }aughter to he yam ; 

occasions simee ) and the awful ice of shyness and self-consoiousness on 

( As it has done on many 

the past of both ef us was completely gone, melted in the sm of laughter. 

Back again now was the sense of mutual uniétatand ing and @mnfidence, the 

fundamental assurance of mutual inner surmise -== and we were ready to 

begin our worke 

I have spent many hours at Tuskegee Institute since that June 

morning, for I have returned for visits of a week or longer whenever 

responsibilities elsewhere would permit it. There, talking with Dr. 

Garver in his office, his laboratory, his musewm, or out on the campus or 

at Dero thy Hall, I have heard fran his own lips much of the story that 

appears in this book, particularly that part of it comprising the earli- 

er chapters, for to no other source save his own memory could we go for 

the story of his early childhood, During my earlier visits at Tuskeegee 
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we spoke frequently ef his teyhood snd early youth, some of his memo~- 

ries, dim at first, becoging clearer as we discussed them. 

As for the later chapters <~ now md then Dy,Garvér would ghyotme 

the name “all address of same person who had known him at sone time all 

his life, saying,"Now, you go and talk to hime He ean tell you a lot more 

about me than I can tell you about myself." I have found many such peoe 

ple here and there, though none who could ever quite measure up te that 

“prephecy. Sene of them have been friends of his early manhood ‘ fren 

Iowa, Colorado, California , and Tennesee thé&r letters have cane in 

response to my request for help, letters describing the young Carver as 
staff and faculty members 

they knew hime At Tuskegee Institute I have talked with ian who most 

generously have told me of his life among them there. And here and 

there in many places I havs come across his "boys" and others who nave 

seis him, some intimately and some only through his public lectures,who 

had added their own particular shenanigans we’ to this dory of his life. 

Among the excellently ordered files in the Institute Research library I 

have spent many hours, beading the hundreds ef newspaper and magazine 

articlesand items written of the man himself and of his dork during the 

past half century. It is from sources such as these -« and fram his 

letters that have seus te me regularly seg wherever I have been, these 

last nine years «« that I have gathered the materials for thisstory of 

the life of George Washington Carver. 

It is not a complete story, and makes no pretense of being. fs 

purpese-ts Simply to portray the Goerge-Washington Carver whom TI myself 

cy nee _ ell the story of 
ne F t from the source ai able to Me e 

  

    
    Ve
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“emitbed-» of this I am 

Anomplete ee the one 

have believed tobe cee “ “in ines e hie: written. 

Today, at +e Dr. Carver is still busily at a ome & anpesag ill ll 

his failing st 
at a Ee a , pie 

. aerate There will wdeubtedly be 
hig d Paro ’ 

many beeks written dvout him as the years go-aleng. This one will well 
Frnt... 

fulfil its purpose if, in the end, it can add even a minute contribution 

  

 _ % 

FeOe4 
be £ 

  

       
      

to the full portrayal, the eventual understanding of the measure and the 

mesning of the life of this extraordimry American, George Washington 

Carver. 

a a 8 he Kee 
heg }1 _ os 

Th? oN ae ie og 7 

tan TR blo arreshattt 2 ee 

 



Lucy Cherry Crisp 

FOREWORD 

This book about George Washington Carver had its beginning on a 

morning in May, 1933, when Isat in an office at The Woman's College of 

The University of North Carolina ( Greensboro, N.C.) awaiting the arriv-~ 

al of the chanel speaker. As secretary for student religious activities 

at that college then, I was at times responsible for securing speakers 

for the chapel convocations. For that particular day in May, 1955, 1 had 

scheduled a speaker concerning whom I knew very little -- risky business, 

as anyone acquainted with student opinion on the whole matter of chapel 

speakers well can testify . 

On several occasions Jim Hardwick, then a member of the field staff 

of the southern student Y.M.C.A. Council, had said to me “There is a 

man I want you to meet someday -- George Washington Carver. Maybe you 

have heard of him as 'the man who has made so many things from peanuts'. 

He has done a lot of lecturing on college campuses, and stillm™ makes 

a tour now and thene I hope you get him at Woman's College sometime. 

He's great 8" So, in the winter of 1933, when Mr. Hardwick had written us 

that another lecture trip was being arranged for Dr. Carver, we had 

scheduled him for a chapel talk on our CampuSse 

And now, today, he was to come, and I was conscious of a feeling 

of definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much-heralded 

speaker who turns out to be, in student language, a "flees is a Bard 

matter to live down on a college campus, as I knew from too many expe- 

riencese.....- But now Mr, Hardwick was at the office door, saying"Well, 

hets here. Come out and meet him. We parked down at the auditorium".
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As we walked down the drive, 1 got my first glimpse of the venerack 

ble-looking car of very"ancient lineage” whichthey had purghased for 

transportation on this particular tour, and there-- onnthe front seat of 

the "chariot", as they called it -- was our speaker, enthroned among 

the high-piled seeming confusion of packing cases, bags, slabs of earth, 

sticks and stones ead bhanekes which formed, as I later learned, his 

customary travel equipment when the journey was made by "chariot", 

“Tia is Dr. Carver", Mr, Hardwick said, anda voice peculiarly 

high in pitchg replied, with a gentle sort of deference and dignity,"I 

am so very pleased to meet you". 

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly alert, listening 

to our conversation aS we spoke of the shapel program, and making occa- 

sional inquiries or suggestions about it. There dea quality of quiet-= 

ness about him I sensed immediately , even in the midst of the gay ban-= 

ter and repartee of the moment -- a quality of quietness for which I have 

never found more descriptive language than the words of the ancient Bib- 

lical phrase, "In quietness and confidence shall bt thy strength..." 

OQutwardly, he looked quite feeble, his bread shoulders slumped, 

his words soft-spoken, his hair white above his brown=tinged black face 

when he had taken off his plaid traveling cap. So feeble that when Mr. 

Hardwick jokingly asked "Is it about time we started to get him out of 

the chariot?" I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, and answered, “Well, 

how long does it take to get him out ?" 

A spontaneous shout of paughter from both of them greeted my silly 

question, leaving me considerably abashed at having been so taken in. A 

few moments later, however -- when a speaker=to-be had descended quite 
a tall,strongly-built figure, 

agilely from the chariot and was walking toward the auditorium in long 

vigorous strides -- he continued to laugh in cascade after cascade of 
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delighted high-pitched laughter, I became a little alarmed. this man 

was our chapel speaker-- would he recover himself and return to his 

dignity in time ? And what kind of speech would this man be likely to 

make ? 

| I might have spared myself anysuch wncern, for now we were at 

the back-stage door, the presiding professor was coming to greet us, 

and tumning to make the introductions, I fowmd our speaker dignity per- 

sonified. A moment later Mr. Hardwick said “He likes to have prayer be- 

for he spekks, if we can", I closed my eyes and heard my name,spoken 

in the softstoned, high-pitched voice I was to come to know so well: 

"Miss Crisp". Too surprised actually to pray, I said a sentence or two, 

and then the quiet voice spoke again"Mr. Hardwick", A brief prayer by 

Mv. Hardwick, Dr. Carver's own simply-spoken petition, and the presiding 

professor was returning. Going down the corridor ,then, to find my 

place out in the auditorium among the 1800 students gathered there for 

chapel I found my mind at ease concerning our speaker for the daye 

I saw thems everal times during the next few days, when Dr. Varver 

was speaking in and around Greensboro. they took me with them when he 

went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, a young man from a nearby 

college also accompanying us. On the way to Salisbury the "chariot" 

broke down, — while Mr. Hardwick and the student attended to the es- 

sential repairs, ITwalked with Dr. Carver along the edges of the field. 

"Mis", he would say, bending down to pick a spray from a wwed or 

some kind of Leis erass or flower, “is a most remarkable little plante 

You will note the brilliant purple of its flower. Now, that is what they 

are using inthe manufacture of gomand~-so-and soe... A most useful little 

plant." He was completely at home here, on intimate,appreciative 

terms with all these tiny weeds and flowers and plants among which 2, 
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ve had seen them thousands of times, yet walled an utter stranger. As 

we ‘turned to go back to the repaired chariot, he stopped a moment, are 

ranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had been gathering, 

looked at it for a long moment, then handed it to me,saying"I'D like 

to paint that someday.eePerhaps I shall". It was an unforgettable hour 

for M@e 

On the way home from Salisbury, someone started a song, and the 

four of us sang, then-- old folk songs, spirituals, hymns ef the church, 

fragments of tunes only half-recalled, the high tenor voice of our 

speaker sounding clear and true with the othebs. Now and then, with 

a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds me", going on 

to tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that particular 

piece of music, some incident of his life Story. 

Later, beginning to piece together these bits of incidents, md 

others I had gathered in conversation with him, I feund myself growing 

greatly interested in the extm ordinary story of this man's life-- in 

‘the remarkable pattern of the sixty-ofld years that had brough him from 

the Missour#i slave cabin into which he was born on up to the present 

distinguished place he held among the living scientists of the world. 

Discussing it with Mr. Hardwick, I inquired whether there were any bi- 

egraphies of him already written or being prepared, and learned that as 

yet there were none. A brief book about his life, and numerous newspaper 

and Magazine articlesand stories, but as yet, no adequate biographye 

Agreeing that this was an important matter, and one that should have 

Smmediate attéention, we came to the conclusion that we would begin work 

fe it ourselves, ill-equipped though we knew eurselves to be for any 

guch undertaking -- a decision undoubtedly ayether excellent example of
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“Pools rushing in where angels fear to tread" .Dr. Yarver's own warm 

enthusiasm and endorsement of the idea served to vitalize our conclu- 

sion, however, and initial plans for carrying out the idea were made, 

the first step being that I should go to luskegee Institute as soon as 

possible to bef @) work with Dr. Garver on the storye 

So it was that the idea for iis book was born, and @o it was that 

on a Sunday afternom in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of 

Atlanta with a ticket that read "Chehaw, Alabama". As I left the train 

at the diminutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue wmniform of the 

Tuskegee Institute cadets approached, touched his cap, and said “You 

are Dr. Garver's guest ? The car is waiting here". The dive was 

brief, and we were soon passing through the gates of the Institute cam- 

pus and drawing up before Dorethy Hall, in which is the Guest House. 

GraciOusly received and assigned a room by Mrs. Martin, the hostess, I 

was told that I had arrived just in time for Tea, and was invited to 

come directly into the dining room. Here ,where we served by Home Eco-~ 

momics students, I found several other guests already assembled-- for 

this Guest House, as Iwas soon to discover, is a place where one may 

count on meeting most interesting people from all parts of the world. 

Dr. Carver, or Professor Carver, as many on the campus still call him, 

lived in Rockefeller Hall, they told me, and had been busy receiving 

visitord all day long. Greeting him by telephone, I made an appointment 

to come and see his laboratory and office early the naxt day, then 

walked for a while in the June twilight on the broad, rolling campus. 

Faced with the immediate reality of actually beginning this venture we 

had planned, Iwas guddenly overwhelmed by own snalness and inadequacy 

for the task....+--Gradually, something of the peace of this beautiful
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campus, upon which the man of whose life Iwas towrite had walked among 

his students fon 35 years, somehow flowed into my troubled mind, and I 

was asleep early, eager for the morning to comée 

At nine the following morning ee at Milbank Agricultural Hal, 

inquiring of a student whom I met in the cerridor wheré I might find Dr. 

Garver, md being shown into his office. And if I had been concerned 

over his seeming loss of dignity just before his chapel talk in Gresns- 

boro, I was terrified now by the awful oreponderance of it § This 

erave-faced, solemn elderly man who rosef rom behind his littered desk 

to greet me with such distant formaslity and chilling reserve could 

not ey the same Dr. Garver who had walked with¢ me recently in 

the edges of the fields, calling the weeds by name; who had lifted his 

voice with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot § For 

brief but long-seeming moments Iwas pantésasbiicken, until happily SOM 

casual remark brought }aughter to the pascue ( As it has done on aa 

occasions since ) and the awful ice of shyness and self-consciousness on 

the paet of both of us was completely gone, melted in the sun of laugh tere 

Back again now was the sense of mutual undérasanding and wnfidence, the 

fundamental assurance of mutual inner surmise --- and we were ready to 

begin our worke 

IT have spent many hours ees Institute since that June 

morning, for I have returned for visits of a week or longer whenever 

responsibilities elsewhere would permit ite There, talking with Dr. 

Garver in his office, his laboratory, his museum, or out on the Campus or 

at Dorothy Hall, I have heard from his own lips much of the story that 

appears in this book, particularly that part of it comprising the earli- 

er chapters, for to no other source save his own memory could we go for 

the story of his early childhood. During my earlier visits at Tuskeegee
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we spoke frequently of his hoyhood and early youth, some of his memo-=- 

ries, dim at first, becoghing clearer as we discussed them. 

As for the later chapters -- now and then Dr. Carver would givetme 

the name and address of sane person who had known him at some time of 

his life, saying,"Now, you go and talk to him. He can tell you a lot more 

about me than I can tell you about arse! I have found many such peo-~ 

ple here and there, though none who could ever quite measure up to that 

‘prophecy. Some of them have been friends of his early manhoed -- from 

Iowa, Colorado, California , and Tennesee th@tr letters have cane in 

response to my request for help, letters describing the young Carver as 
(staff and faculty members 

they knew him. At Tuskegee Institute I have talked with )\(t#mee who most 

generously have told me of his life among them there. And here and 

there in many places I have come across his "boys" and others who have 

known him, some intimately and some only through his public lectures,who 

Vow. added their own particular contributions te this x ory of his life. 

Among the excellently ordered files in the Institute Research Library £ 

have spent many hours, beading the hundreds of newspaper and magazine 

ar ticle spnd items written of the man himself and of his dork during the 

past half century. It is from sources such as these -- and from his 

letters that have cams te me regularly mmw, wherever I have been, these 

last nine years -- that I have gathered the materials for th&sstory of 

the life of George Washington Carver. 

It is not a complete story, and makes no pretense of being. Its 

purpose is simply to portray the Geer ge Washington Carver whom I myself 

have come to know during the past nine years, and to tell the story of 

his remarkable life as IT have learned it from the sources available to me.
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There many significant and important things omitted-- ef this I am 

N 

keenly aware; omissions growing out of incomplete knowledge on the one 

hand, and out of immature od inadequate concepts and understandings on 

the other. Those things that I have seen, have learned, have known, and 

have believed to be true -- those things I have written. 

Today, at 79, Dr. Sarver is still busily at work, sx&kk insofar as 

his failing strength will allow himto ber esi ah important part of the 

main flow of the currents of America's lifee ‘There will undoubtedly be 

many books written about him as the years go along. This one will well 

fulfil its purpose if, in the end, it can add even a minute contribution 

to the full portrayal, the eventual epee eee of the measure and the 

meaning , of the life of this extraordimry American, George Washington 

Carvere
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George Washincton Carver was in his early sixties, and in thé 

midst of some of the busies#t years of his life,when I first met him 

and bacame one of the close circle of friends he called his “Little 

Family". 

Our mocting occurred at the Woman's College of the University 

of North Carolina, at Greensboro, It was on a morning in May, 1933, 

that Be, Carver came to speak on our campus. He was to speak twice 

that day, first at the noonday convocation of students and faculty, 

and egain,tne émening, when he wes to present his already famous lec- 

ture on "The Peanut and Some of its Uses", The evening lecture was too 

students and faculty. 
rw 

During the period of the twenties and hhirties this extramds 
Agricultural 

@rdinary American , then Director of soe) phat and Experiment Sts~« 

be open to the general public, as woll as 

tion at Tuskegee Institute, in Alabama, was frequently called away 

from his laboratory and classroom at Tuskegee to go out to lecture 

all across the country,teaking with him, to show and to diseuss some 

axamples of the incredible conglomeration of products coming out of 

his Tuskegee laboratory;products which, to his way of th ink ing ,had 

high potential value commercially even though they were born of such 

commonplace parentage as peanuts,sweet potatoes, and soybeans from # 

the fields wood shavings he picked up from the wastes at sawmills;or 

kha richly colored olays dug up from Alabama hills, Ssuskatyxundaratents 

Touched by his koen,informed scrutiny,his eeegmese creative mind,his 

sensitive highly—trained hands, such commonplace things had a way of 

being trancformed into products calculated to stagger some of their 6 

beholders,to amuse others, and to stir the imaginations of yet others 
é 

into investigative and creative action# 0, he adios a 

It was this third group, made up of those who would 800,
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hear,“catch the spirit", and go out on their own far vogages of dig 

covery and schievment that Professor Carver considered potentially 

important enough to justify his leaving his laboratory, his classroon, 

his hours of quiet search and contemplation at Tuskegee for the exe 

haustive physical and emotional strains involved in his traveling, ee 

lecturing ,mingling with crowds of strangers , and all the other, dis- 

ruptions of his accustomed way of life én the Gampus which waa, for 

most of his x4f@ adult days,his home ,his workshop, and,in some ee a, 

his native habitat, 

Tat spring of 1933, when I first saw him, Yarver gad agreed 

to a lecture tour sponsored by the Southern Student YMC A Council. 

He wes to speak in a dozen or more colleges and towns in the South 

and along the eastern seaboard, Jim Hardwick, a young Virginian who 

had graduated some years before from the Virginia Polytechnic xtmskigu 

at Blacksburg 
Institute and was then a member of the Southern Council's staff in 

Atlanta, had nate the advance arrangements for the lectures and would 

serve as the sveaker's assistant and traveling companion. Such an 

assistant was essentiel, if for no other purpose than to act as baggage 

carefully designed 
man, for the largo ,mupamtatiyxmaka cases in which Varver's provocative 

semples of his"prpducts" were packed and carried( packed in bottles 

which in turn were kcal in its own pjace, in rows within the 

caso ) were haavy and hard to handle. An assistant from the Institute 

or from the sponsoring organization usually went along en all the jonr- 

neys of any lengths 

Theres wes no swift plane servics available for public transporta- 

tion in the years @f the twenties and thirties. Train service, yes, 

but no first class service on many of the public travel facilities 

in America then for George Washington Karver, who Was an American Ne- 

gro, When possible, he traveled by car,and this was what he planned to
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do on his 1935 spring journey for the YMCA Council. To Jim Hardwick, 

then, fell the multiple role of tour manager,lecturer's assistant, 

baggage man, and chauffeur, 

It was a role that delighted both of them.
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It was on a morning in May,1933,that I first met George 

in
 

, 

Washington Carver; a memorable morning, it was destined to be. I 

had, of odutke hueed of him long before that day, for "Carver of Tus- 

kegee" was a familiar name in newspaper headlines then. And any men- 

tion of him in public parlance,during those years of the early thir- 

ties, was likely to be followed by the identifying phrase "the man 

who has made so many things from peanuts.” For it was through his 

public lectures on the products he was evolving from such humble 

source materials as peanuts ang sweet potatoes, swamp muckpnd clays, 

in his laboratory down at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, that he first 

became known to the general American public. 

From a mutual friend I had also heard of him. Jim Hardwick, 

of the Southern Student Y.M.C.eA. Council in Atlanta, Georgie,had on 

several occasions spoken to me of his friend, Dr. Carver. "I first 

heard him speak when I was a student at the Virginia Polyéechnic In- 

stitute in Blacksburg, Virginia," Jim had said, with a tone in his 

voice closely akin to the wonder and warmth of a boy's words when he 

speaks of a well-loved hero. "I can't describe him to you,"Jim had 

declared. "He is different from anybody else I have evr known. And 

nobody else has ever meant to me what he has meant. you'11 have to 

meet him someday; then you will know what I mean." 

This day of meeting finally came in the Spring of 1933. One of 

the lecture tours made by Dr. Carver during that year took him to a 

number of colleges and universities in the South and East. At the Wo- 

man's College of the University of North Carolina, at Greensboro, we 

had scheduled him for two talks. He was to speak briefly at the noon- 

day chapel convocation of faculty and students, and then, in the even-  
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ning, he would present for both students and the general public his 

popular lecture on the Peanuty a lecture in which he discussed this 

so-called “lowly” product of Southern Soil, and illustrated some of 

the discoveries he had made concerning its not-so-lowly nature and 

f4ts manifold possibilities. He was traveling by car on this tour, 

with Jim Hardwiwkk as his tour manager and traveling companion, this 

series of lectures being uder the sponsorship of the Southern Student 

Y.M¢C.A. Council. 

On the scheduled day in May, along about noon, Jim appeared at 

my office door to announce their arrival. Dr. Carver was waiting for 

: college 
us in the car, he said, parked near phejend tor tem where he was to 

speake "Come out and meet him", Jim continued."He is expecting you". 

That was how it happened that my earliest recollection of George 

Washington Carver, the first of many memories of him etched deeply 

in my mind during the nine years that followed that morning in May, 

is the sight of him as he sat that day on the front seat of the faded 

old blue touring car of very "ancient linéage",to borrow a phrase 

from Little Lord Fauntleroy's description of his old applewoman 

friends: an antiquated car they had pursghased for travel on the tour. 

“Te Chariot", they had immediately named it, motivated,no doubt, 

by both affection for the “museum piece” look of its high-slumg de- 

sign and BY faith that eventually it would cetny Suen home againe 

It was a car that obviously would require a large measure of both 

affection and faith from those for whose transportation it was held 

responsible. 

As we approached the "Chariot", I could see at first only the 

head and shoulders of our speaker, for he was sitting low in the 
utterly relaxed 

front seat, leaning back in mkkaexeataxakinm fashion against the 
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back of the seat,apparently resting while he awaited our arrival. 

When we came near, he sat up straight, took off his plaid tweed 

traveling cap, and held out his hand to me through the open window, 

"I am so very pleased to meet you", he said, and I found myself 
looking into deepset eyes strangely light in color against the dark, 

black-bronze background of his face,gray-blue eyes that were filled 

with an ancient wisdom and a warm compassion,welling up from some- 

where in their depths; welling up and flooding hiswrinkiod face 

with a light that was wonderful to see. His voice was surprisingly 

high in pitch, but soft in tonal qualitys; his words gently spoken 

and deliberate. I sensed in him, even in those first moments of our 

meeting, a certain indefineable quality of quietness thet brought to 

my mind immediately an old Biblical phrase:"In quietness and fonfi- 
dence shall be thy strength". There was something more here, I 

somehow knew, than a mere surface calm; such quietness as this came 

only out of a constant central confidence somewhere within a man. 

He was wearing a worn but neat-looking suit of some plain dark 

worsted material, with a tiny white flower,unfamiliar to me, fastened 

in his coat lapel; a flower that repeated the white of his hair that 

lay on his head like a close-fitting white skullcap fitted low in 

a scallop at the center of hisxwrinkled ark) forehead , but receding 
oll nea 

far back at eith »side. His four-in-hand tie was of some loosely woven 

stuff and wider than the type then worn by most men, a tie that he 

had woven for himself,I later learned, , 

I found it impossible not to take special note of his hands, 
supple, slender-fingered 

even as I had of his eyes. Long, suppiaxfingaratxhantsx hands ,with 

a deep inward curve on the outer side of each thumb; musual-looking 

hands. Both sensitive and strong,they mazax became an eloquent medium 

of commmication in themselves, in the simple gestures he sometimes 

used to punctuate or emphasize his words.
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Behind him, as he sat there in the old blue car that morning, 

there was an extraordinary array of suitcases,packing bozes,branches 

and twigs from a variety of trees and shrubs apparently seen along the 

way, and even some rocks and lave laps or slabs of clay; a strange 

assortment of luggage, but one which, I later learned, was his usual 

accumulation when his tours were made by car. That day it seemed to 

me a suitable setting for him; he was obviously a man who could be 

counted on to carry unexpected luggage. 

He could also be counted on for a quick change of mood, as I 

suddenly discovered. We had been talking for a quarter of an hour or 

so, Jim and I, standing by the car,discussing the chapel program that 

was soon to follow, with Dr. Carver putting in a question now and then. 

It was a serious stadéeaatien, not a solemn one by any means, but in 

serious etude. having to do with the plans we had made for the Carver 
the City of 

lectures on our own campus and at other places in the vicinity of 

Greensboro . Then, following a pause in the conversation, Jim suddenly 

looked at his watch and said, with a smt change into a tone of affection- 

ate humour, "Don't you think it's about time we started to get him out 

of here ? * 

Wathout thinking how silly such a remark would sound, and ac- 

tually, half-serious - after all, how could I be certain of Dr. Carv- 

er's state of health ? Sitting there mmmume@i in the car, he seemed 

att frail, and as ancient as the hills or the pyramids ;without think- 

ing,then, I answered “Well, how long will it take to get him out ? " 

A sudden shout of laughter went up from both of them,loud,bois-~ 

terous laughter in which I was obliged to join, even though I had put 

my question half-seriously, and felt considerably abashed at having 

been so taken in by a question i ut areal spoken in jest. It was some 
; hAde 

time before their laughter subsided.,¥inally it did, yg Dr. Carver
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opened the car door, and stepping ut with the agility of a sixteen- 

year-old lad, stood up to his full helght of six feet or more(even with 

the slight shoulder stoop that made his coat collar stand up in a hump 

in the back) and began walking in longy vigorous strides toward the 

stage door of the auditorium.
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This book about Geogge Washington Carver had its beginning on 

a morning in May, 1933, when I sat in an office at The Woman's College 

ef the University of North Carelina (Greensboro, N.C. ) awaiting the 

arrival of the chapel speaker. As ceunselor for student religious ac~- 

‘tivities at that cellege then, I was at times responsible for securing 

speakers for chapel convocations, and for that particular day I had sched- 

uled a speaker ef whom I personally knew very little -- a cmsiderable 

risk to take on a college campus, as anyone acquainted with shudent epin- 

4on on the whole matter of chapel lecturers can well testify. 

On several occasions J.T. Hardwick, then a member of the field 

steff of the Southern Student YMC A Coumecil, had said to me,"There is 

a man I want you to meet someday-- George Washington Carver. You may have 

heard of him as ' the man who has made so many things from peanhts'. 

He has done a lot of lecturing on college campuses, and still makes a : 

tour now and then, I hope yeu get him at Woman's College someday. He's 

great t " Se, in the winter of 1933, when Mr, Hardwick had written us 

that another }ecture trip was being arranged for Dr. Carver, we had 

scheduled him for a chapel talk en our campuse 

Now, today, he was to come,and lwas conscious of a feeling of 

definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much-heralded 

speaker who turns out to be, in student lenguane, a "flop", is a hard 

matter to live down on any school or college campus, as I knew from too 

many experiencesSescee But now Mr. Hardwick was at the office door,
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saying "Well, he's here § Come out and meet him, We parked down at the ~ 

auditorium," | | 

As wey walked down the driveway I had my first glgmpse of the ven- 

erable-loeking car o f “very ancient lineage" which they had purchased 

for transportation on this particular tour. And there, on the frent seat 

of the "“shariot", as they called it, was our speaker ~- enthroned anong 

the highepiled seeing confusion ef packing cases, bags, slabs of earth, 

sticks and stones and branches which formed= as I later learned-- his 

customary travile equi pment when the journey was made by Car, 

"This is Sis Carver", Mr, Hardwick said, and a voice peculiarly high 

in pitch replied , with a gentle sert of deference and dignity, "I am so 

very pleased to meet you", , 

I shall never forget hin as he sat there, quietly alert, listening be 

eur conversation as we spoke ef the chapel program, and making eccasional 

inquiries er suggestions about it. ‘There was a quality of quietness about 

him, sensed immediately, even in the midst ef the gay banter and repartee 

ef the moment -<- a quality ef quietness fer which I have never found more 

descriptive language than the words of the anges on’ Biblical phrase "In 

quietness and confidence shall be thy strength," eeee 

Outwardly, he looked quite feeble, his broad sheuldere slumped, 

his words softespoken, his hair white abeve his brewn-tinged black face 

when he had removed his natty-looking plaid traveling Gape So feeble that 

when Mr. Heydwick jekingly asked “Ig it about time we started to get him 

eut of here?" I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, ad answered "Well, 

hew leng does it take to get him out ?" 

A spentaneous shout of laughter fran both of them greeted my 

silly remark, leaving me consid*rably abashed at having been so taken ine
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A few moments later, however, my embarrassment turned into something of 

alarm, for when our speaker-to-be had descended quite agilely from the 

chario}, a tall, strongly-built figure, and started walking teward the 

auditorium in leng, vigerous strides, he continued to laugh in cascade 
highepitched 

after cascade of delighted laughter . This manwas our chapel speaker-- 

would he recover himself and return to his dignity in time ? And what 

kind ef speech weald this strange man be likely to make ? 

I might have spared myself any such concern, for now we were at 

the back-stage deer, the presiding prefessor was coming to greet us, aut 

turning te make the introductions, I feund eur speaker dignity perseni- 

fied. A moment later Mr. Hardwick said "He likes to have prayer before he 

speaks, if we ean". I closed my eyes and heard my name,speken in the 

quiet,high=pitched voice Iwas to come to know se well:"Miss Crisp". Too 

surprised actually te pray, I said a sentence or two, and then the quiet 

weice spoke again;"Mr. Hardwick", A brief prayer by Mr. Hardwick, Dr. 

Carver's own simply-speken petition, and the presddimg professor was re- 

turning. Geing down the corrideB, then, to find my place out in the au- 

diterium among t he 1800 students gathered there for chapel, I found my 

mind at complete ease concerning the speaker for the daye 

I saw them several times during the next few days, when Dr, Carver 

was speaking in md around Greensboro. They teeok me with then when he 

went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, a young man from another euxhent 

alse accempanying nse On the way to Salisbury the “chariet" broke down, 

and while Mr. Hardwick and the student attended to the essential repairs, 

Iwalked with Dr. Carver along the edgesf of the field. 

"Mis", he would say, bending dewn to pick a spray from a weed or 

some kind of little grass or flowring shrub, "4s a most remarkable little 

plant. You will note the brilliant purple of its flower. Now, that is
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whatbthey are using in the manufacture of sewandesOsee.. EN a most 

useful little plant".He was completely at home here, on intimate,appre- 

ciative terms with all these tiny weeds ams flowers end plants among 

which I, who had seenthen thousands of times, yet walked an utter stran- 

Ler As we turned te go back te the repaired chariet, he stepped a 

mement, arranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had bem 

gathering,loeked at it for a long moment, then handed it to me,saying 

"I'd like to paint that somedaysgeees perhaps I shall.” It was an ume 

forgettable hour for mee 

On the way home fron Salisbury, someone started a song and the 

feur of us sang, shen +o eld felk songs, spirituals, old hymns of the 

church, fragnents of tunes only half-recalled-- the high tenor voice 

ef our speaker sound ing Clear and true with the others, Now and then 

with a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds me", and 

ge en toe tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that pare 

ticular piece of musics seme incident of his life story. 

Later, beginning ot piece tegether these bits of incidents, a nd 

ethers I had gathered in conversation with him, I feud myself sgrewing 

greatly interested in the extraordinary story of this man's life; in the 

remarkable pattern of the sixty-edd years that had brought him frem the 

Missouri slave cabin inte which he was born on up te the distinguished 

place he new held among the living scientists of the world. Discyssing 

it with Mr. Hardwick, I inquired whetipr there were any biegraphies of | 

hin already written er being prepared, and learned that as yet there weve 

none. A brief book about his life, ahd numerous newspaper and magazine 

articles and stories, but as yet, no adequate biography¢. 
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Agreeing that this was an important matter, and one that should 

have immediate attention, we came to the conclusion that we would begin 

webdk on one ourselves, ill-equipped though we knew ourselves to be for 

any such undertaking «- a decision wndoubtedly another excellent illus= 

tration of “fools rushing in where angels fear te tread ". Dr. Carver's 

own warm ehthusiasm and endorsement ef the idea served to vitalise our 

guibleelen, however, and initial plans for @arrying out the idea were 

made, the first step being that I should go to Tuskegee Institute as soen 

as pessible te begin work with Dee Carver on the stery.e 

Se it was that the idea fer this book was born, and so it was that 

en a Sunday afternoon in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of Ate 

lanta with a ticket that read "Chehaw, Alabama", As I left the train at 

the diminutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue uniform of the Tuskegee 

Institute cadets appreached, teushed his cap, and said "You are Dr. 

Carver's guest?The car-is waiting here", ‘The drive was brief, and we 

were seen passing through the gates ef the Institute campus and drawing up 

before Dorothy Hall, in whteh is the Guest House, Graciously received 

and assigned a room by lirs, Martin, the hostess, I was told that I had 

arrived just in time for Tea, and invited to come directly into the dining 

POOMs Here, where we were served by Hane Economies students, I found sew = 

eral other guests already assembled, this Guest House, as I was soon te 

discever, being a place where one may cout on meeting interesting people 

from all parts ef the world, | 

Dr. Carver-- or Professor Carver, as many on the campus still call 

him -- lived in Rockefeller Hall, they ‘told me, and had bem bese ree 

ceiving visiters all day long. Greeting him by campus telephone, I made 

an appointment to ceme md see his laberaterya nd office the next day, 

then walked for a while in the Jyne twilight en the bread relling campus 
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Faced by the immediate reality of actually beginning this venture we had 
smallness | : 

planned, I was suddenly overwhelmed by my own tuadenuxex and inadequacy 

for the task. Whe was I to write ef the life of George Washington Carver 3% 

Gradually, however, sanething of the peace of this memory-laden campus, 

upon which the man of whose life Iwas to write had walked esmong his stue 

dents for 355 years, must have flewed into my treubled spirit, and I was 

asleep early, eager for the morning to come, 

Nine efclok the follewing morning found me at Milbank Agricultural 

Hall, inquiring of a student whom I mt inthe corridor where I might find 

Dr. Carver, and being show into his offices, And if I had been conceraa 

everhis less ef dignity just before his chapel talk in Greensbore, I was 

terrifed new by the awful prependernace of it § This gmave-faced, solem 

elderly man whe rose fran behind his littered desk to greet me with sueh 

distant formality and chilling reserve Seuld ta gh peasibly be the same Dr. 
AU A TF ) - oe 

TS edgeuof ‘the fields, calle 

  

Carver who had walked with me se 

ing the weeds by name; whe had lifted his voice with ours in song above 

the rumblings of the eld chariet § For brief bat longeseeming moments 

I was panic-stricken, until it Dd some ssh posal remark brought quick Laugh= 
    

ter to the rescue(As “it has done on many poy stppe) and the awful 

ice of shyness and self-consciousness on the part ef beth of us was oom 

pletely gone, melted in the sum of laughter, Back again now was the ie ee 
Aanaot 

sense of mutual understanding and confidence, the fundamental assurance 

ef mutual inner surmisege- and we were ready to begin our work, 

I have spent many hours at Tuskegee Institute since that June morne 

ing, for I have returned for visits of 4 weels or longer enegayer respon-~ 

siti lities elsewhere would permit ite [mere talicing with Dp. Carver in 

his office, his laboratory, his muset, or out, ‘en the campus- ~or-at- Berg 

Hall, 1 have heard from his own lips iuch of the oT that 

appears in
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this beek, partiqularty that part of it comprising the earlier chap- 

ters, for to ne other source save his own memery could we gom fer the 

story of his early childhood, During my earlier visits at Tuskegee we 

spoke frequently ef his boyheed and youth, some of his memories, dim at 

first, becoming eleaser as we discussed, There remained much vagueness 

at some points, however, particularly as to dates and exact lengths of 

time spent at ene place or another, He has never mown the exact date 

ef his birthgafor instance <« only its appromimate time. 

As for the later chapters-- now and then he would gave me the 

name and address ef some person whe had imown iim at some time of his 

life, saying "New, yeu go od talk to him. He can tell you a lot more 

about me than I can about myself." i anee/ tend many such people here 

and there, though none whe could ever qui. te measure up to that prophecy. 

Some of them have been frends ef his early manhood-- from Colorado, 

Towa, California, and Tennesgee their letters have come in response to 

my request for help,letters describing the young Carver as they knew > 

him, At Tyskegee Institute I have talked with staff and faculty meme 

bers who have most generously told me of his life among them there. 

And here and there in many places I have found his "boys" and others 

who have known him, some intimately and semo only through his public 

lectures, who have added their own particular contributions to this 

stery of his life. Among the excellently ordered files inthe Institute 

Research library I have spent many hours, reading the hundreds of newse 

paper andmagazine articles and items written of the man himself and of 

his work during the past half century.It is from sources such as these, 

and from his own letters that have come to me wherever I have gone these 

nine years that I have known him, that I have gathered the materials for 

e
e
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this story of the life of George Washington Carver. 

Tt is not a complete story, and makes no pretense ef being. It is 

simply an effort to portray authentically the George Washington Carver 

whem I myself have come te know during the years that have passed since 

that memerable May morning when I first saw him enthroned in the old 

"chariot"; the story ef his life as I have Learned it from the seurces 

available to mee | / , (4 

Teday, in his seventy-sever.th year, Dée/Carver 4s still busily 

at werk insofar as his failing strength wild alow him to bes still ang 

4important snd influential part of the onfiowing currents of his country's 

life. There will undoubtedly ve many books ‘weitten about him as the 

years passe This one will well fulfi2 ts purpese if, in the end, it: 

can add even a minute contribution bo ire full portrayal, the evantual 

understanding ef the measure and the meaning of the life of this extraq 

erdinary American, George Washington Carver.



me FG Mo 
fraditional in the annets—ef Tuskeersee Feathi uke lore is the story Yr 

the arrival oft the new Professor Carver, on a Simday afternoon in 

ober, 1896.The student sent to the train to meet him--so the famil- 

iar Story goes--reached the station to find the train arrived and gone. 

No anxious-looking newcomre was anywhere to be seen, but a liitle dis- 

tance dow eek tracks a tall, ve® slender, well-dressed man strolled 

casually,stopping to examine the shrubs the soil, the general aspect 
we 

ert things around the little railroad depot..... It is a likely story, 

this being emactly the kind of thing that this new professor had long 

been accustomed to do wherever he happened to be, whether the surround- 

ings were new and strange, or long familiar. A casual; 739 em ing event, 
Lh be 

indeed, this Sunday afternoon arrival -= ces y elving no prophe ve. 

hint that setuilly it was bringing to the south "a great scientist 

who was to give chemistry a new meaning, agrivulture a new outlook, a 

and industry a new alliance" 

Arrived at the Institute, mile outside the little town of fuskee- 
hiebne “ig 

U ? . ft nre ees PONE ck hacen 

gee, Professor Carver espablix shed ‘himself in Porter Hall, ore—ef—the 

On oy w han. | * 

residence hallf for men ‘Students and Pacwies members, getting his meals 

  

with faculty and students in Alabama Hall. A little more than 30 years 

of age atthis-time, he was a str&king-ldoking figure as he went about 

the Pan pus , iwthese-carty-days. A photograph made during his tete stu- 

1 1 2 

dent sbi portrays him standing beside an easel on which is one of 

nia flower: paintings ,‘ palette and. ra shes in his hands -- a darkeskinned B ao} 3 

ae, arn 
tall, very sila ha al ender figure wity Guess Toneyeupple- fingered hands H+ &5- 

3a sensitive, somewhat wistful mouth benesth a neatly-trimmed 
PNAN LVARAD SI 

» 

mustaches ab broad high forehead above the far-looking,comprehending 

eyes of an artist and a seer-- a distinctly appealing face in which 

gentleness, discernment, and strength are paainly intermingled.  
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: There was no Agriculture building on the campus as yet, no lab- 

oratory equipment for agricultural soienee. But with this kind of situa -~ 

ation Professor Carver was well able to cope, having had long experience 

in the necessity for practically “making something out of nothing". With 

an office in Hall, hes et about woyking with his students to set up 

laboratory equipment adequate for their needs. "The equipment in the mind 

of aman’, he told them, " tts vastly more important than that in his lab- 
Vp 

oratory"-- a s*ying typical of the teachings dedarations of stud ents were 
oD 

to hear from the lips, and deduct from the activities, of this new pro- 
: A, Rach & vg A My we ‘me 

fessor. Of old bottles, hollow esau cue pigeds—e&. pottery,old cups 

and saucers and the like, brought in by the students from searching trips 

instituted by their teacher, was the first laboratory equipment created; 

of cast-off bits of junk they made their Birst green-house -- but the 

    

yey dei che td until better facilities could be attained-— 
garewt he Gam Stank 

the purpose of this department of agriculture being "to make the instructions 

practical as well as scientific, that the knowledge acquired by the student 

shall be of direct material aid to him in his future vocations as farmer, 

datemanx dairyman, and teacher." In addition to being the director of the 

department, Carver was instructor in Scientific Agriculture and D airy 

Science, with five assistants who were responsible for courses in Practi-~ 
and 

cal Agriculture and Sarm Management, Stock Keisingy tru ok Gardening, Horti-~ 

ny pe A se — ¢ / 

culture wand for the dairy herd. Such was thef a: een Department 

when Carver came to Tuskeegee --worthy of note here as the point of depant- mI ‘ 

Raff 
est 

   

  

ure for his work, but soon to ha experience Dale alts saadata as and growth. 

: had 4 WA we ha the qe dtr n 

    

LAM RVALS Shan, © 
YA €     

i+ is doutral that ar Mhepe 4m Muerice at that time could Carver 

have found an environment more suited to his needs, nor a-—eroce of work 

more likely to develop to their full fruitim his unusual endowments and 

extraordinary training, than he found here at TPuskeegee Institute. In the 

first place, it was in the South, a fact which in itself was the fulfilmens   
an

t 
Ca
e 
e
g
 

om
ea



  

of one of his dreams. He had long wanted to return to the South, to live 

anong Savers of his own race who, altho not of his own actual bléod kin, 

were yet, he felt, closer to him in those intangible realms of «spiritual 

background? and inheritancé than oeverr his closest friends of the white race 

could ever be. Linked with this faademental desire simply to be among *his 

"own peop.e” was the gradually acquired determination to be of help to them 

in their long struggle upward from ignorance and poverty. 

In thes econd place, here at Tuskeegee he found himself surrounded 

py. stark,tragic instances of the very needs he had long since envisioned 

and set out to help overcomé. Here, within walking and driving distance, 

were Negro families living in whe conditions that had lett Booker T, Wash- 

ington with “a very heavy heart", conditions not unusual but typical of 

poverty-stricken farm families thruoughout the entire South. Nor was the 

“yt Mw g 
need for the help which ae could bring to Agriculture confined to Ne- 

gro families alone-- BM nef |\moanky Worn-out and depleted soil,and meagre 

S
T
 

T
T
 

a starvation harvests were common aswel on the farms ot once-wealthy 
b pe Van ae ‘a 

plantation owners--the 

Aap tw. 

  

out-coame not only of the war but of the 

i
e
e
e
 

rE 

/one- -crop system then prevalent inthe South. It was inevitable 

that the presence of such need all about him should act as a continual spur 

to a scientist kikax@uagn 6f VYVarver's nature-- ss ee wno had added to his 

wd te 

inborn love of the soil and its fruitags, Long. years of ‘sho bran stpdy of 
} RAs . 

  

   its nature,its needs; its diseases, and poe sy trgatuent--its perms 
Via. nto ph Aeten 

harvests and bois ales in terms of aunen ondees and freedom ¢ 

Another Line Nas prime importance for sade ot orete—t ato was the 
emmy 

     

a ae 

   
ae 

nels thru which his storef of knowledge, skill, and understanding i the -fteld 

might be made immediatcly available to farmers in 
aad 

  

med of eees, as well as to southern agriculture as a whole. “hru his 

elasses and generia direction of the department's work he was in direct



we 
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daily contact with students from many farm homes, many of whom would 

themselves go back into rural communities to teach. Th Annual Farmer's In- 

: ening already established by Dr. Washington, gave opportunity for lec-~ 

tures, demonstrations, exhibits, and personal talks with hundres of Negro 

farmers, many of them influential in their home communities. 

Moreover, Tuskeegee Institute was already widezy known in America, by 

reason of the earnest, effective eloquence and clear, far-seding vision of 

Booker 7. Washington. From his speech before the National Education Associ- 

ation in Madison, Wisconsin, and hits great “Let down your bucket where you 

are" address at the Atlanta Exposition in 1895, Washington had emerged as 

a man of giant stature, a leader of his race, and a man whose leadership 

could be confidently trusted by white and colored races alike-- a man of 

whose Atlanta address newspapers had said " A Negro Moses stood before a 

great audience of white people and celivered an oration that marks a new 

epoch in the hisoty ofthe South. " Inevitably such acclaim for its Founder 

and Principal awakened interest in his school, and set up a constant stream 

of visitors interested in observing it at first hand, and brought about a 

wide-spread familiarity with the Institute's ideals, its purposes, its 

work, and its desire to be of service to both racese 

Added to all these , during his firt year at the Institute Professor 

Carver saw yet another channel of communication established for him, one 

whichwas to come to be, in many respects, the most important one of them all. 

At the request of Washington, the Alabama Legislature in its 1896-97 ses-= 

L
G
 

sion passed a Bill " to estab'ish a Brach Agricultural Experiment Station 

for the colored race and to make appropriations therefore----t» be located 

at fouk sence and rin in connection with the Normal and Industrial Insti- 

tute." The Board of Control included the State commissioner of Agriculture, 

the president of the A and “College at Aubuym and the director of the 

Experiment Station there, and members oi the Tuskeegee Institute Board



    

Bu     

of rustees who resided in luskeegee. This Board was to “cause such ex- 

periments to be made....as will advance the interests of scientific Agri- 

a culture, and ta-cause such chemical analyses te-be-made as are deemed nec= 

: essary". $ 1500 out of the Agricubtural Fund was appropriated for equipment 

and improvement, Tuskeegee Institute to furnish all necessary lands and 

buildings for the use of the said station and school." Carver was made Di- 

rector and consulting chemist for the ne Experiment Station -~ a position 

wiich was to open up to him the lines of communication through which he was 
to make Sea eo sa 
—ipweme? his major contributions km not only to Agriculture, but to the-Wexld. 

Poe A Le 5 Jaane Matenger, Barth Speer aa at] i J } { AAT Ln J boiz bbe eo NOY Se aad 

  

Over and abaye and around these rm eee 

luskeegee eens tute nvironment, there was yet another which should‘not 3 
Jyedto “i : n : 

be ,omt odes intangible factud, Scat sata much importance to Veorge Carver-; 
ie JIA ‘ 

: An hat Nia ddcribecvie reality sojetimes referred to in jest as “campus at- 
stimulating 

: 
mosohore "--thé anyviworat ing mixture of care-free gaiety and poignant 

oe failuers and achievments, discouragements and devotions; the 

constant set ee ee te interplay of deals and emotions, maturity 
BA rr vot 

and. youthafar ever incident upon the concerns and che relationships imvoTrvéed 

ou" 
oe WH daily Ae, of) B Campus « ft was a congenial air for thes new professors 
; ir ) ya CA etd | j ent NU AAO” ee | mise 

for seven years Ls had lived in the midst of it, breathingt the breath of 

its life. He felt at home in it now at Tuskeegee, 
a 

En the friendship and constant cofifidence and support of Booker T, 

Washington Paefesse= Carver found at Tuskeegee yet another factor of immense 

importance to him, not only in his professional work at the Institute and 

elsewhere, but in his own personal growth and development. From their first 

acquaintance to the day of Waal iaten's death there existed between t hese 

two men a basic sense of spiritual kinship and fundamental understanding 

which made their association a steady source of mutual stimulation and en- 

couragement. Differing greatly in their dominant traits and native endow 

aeperront factors in thae--—- 
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ments, and at wide wriance in their individual fields and methpds of work, 

they yet were in ciose accord in their foundational concerns, their basic 

conceptions of the meaning of life and its purposes, their wmswerving ded , 

a ( 
ication to the practical applications of the teachings of the Christian n/t”) 

Aiea eg” 
religion. They were in complete accord, moreover, in their conceptions of 

the needs of their own race, their convictions concerning the beauty anf 
ay?) 

dignity of common aati yoil,their own habits of ceaseless industry, their 
ane steadfast Las 

xkikfaxkonx devotig ee ote service vneir [el locate of whatevere race 

Co Ue pin | TE gg’ }-<, 

or society. a co! , mer dies 
A year eonae 1-32 es : Speers Bi ay ale Ee, 

   
end, 
ao ~ Mien 

  

Agricultural Building stgnd mee vie Oo emt had the distinct pleas- 
ox (Ci 

ure of having hie former otgeson 3 east tmnt * now aes a Peat of 
Spotl hon Phe Pe q « 

Agriculture, come down to ie th oe ry adie kee, in November, 1897. 

Tt was undeoubtedly an occasion of gratification to the Secretary no less 

Nw 
than to his former student. pcre Institute Department of Agriculture and 

: Vyreen J 
the new Research and Experiment Station mew had an actual home pe the cam-~ 

pus, a much-needed home, obviously, for the following year's bulletin 

from the Institute describes this departmmt as offering 17 courses, among 

then such subjects as Economic Pitomsieey, Botany CryptZamic, Principles 

of Heredity, Agricultural Chemistry, and Vegetable Pathology--in additin 

to such immediately practical courses as Dairying, Liv stock, and Market 

Gardeninge 

Indicative of the rapid expansion not only of thts particular depart- 

ment, but of the school as a wna wat 08 es plan tt Spm CCM 

pagpnational importance, is the fact 

      

that in 1898 it was visited by no less a personage than the president of 

the United States. Booker T. “ashington had early formed a secret resolu- 

tion that he would endeavor to “build up a school that wovld be of so much 

service to the country that the president or the United States would one 

day come to see it". Thus, learning that the President wovld come to At-
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lanta for the Peace Jubilee celebrating the elose of the Spanish-American 

War, he invited Mr. McKinley to come and see his school. The invitation 

was accepted, and “the morning of xx December 16, 1898 brought to the 

little city of Tuskeegee such a crowd as it had never seen before"=—= the 
a peg nage Le eg 

President and Mrs. McKinley and all the Gabinet members except one, most 

of them with their wives or other ape eile of their families; the ey 
AY os ia of ™ A "Deg {\- woh Sons / WALK rt Ane 7 re ae AL Arcot 

Legisiative Assembly of the %tate of Allabama~-then ig session at Montgomery; 

Citizens for miles around, b mhite,and etack 3 the Governor and other 
wh AO Bad eae: ys, : 

(\~-~ 1? } fe 

State 8fficialsee. It was a ae occasion eeu, with pands, varades, 

toasts, é 
and speeches gadkemo, and Professor Yarver, with other members ot the Insti- 

(| 

   
yl 

; heard the President 

  

tue faculty and student body Mn say “Tuskeegee Institute 

4s ideal in its conception, has already a large and growing reputation in 
3 = cS 

this country, and is not unknown abroad. I congratulate all who are asso- 

* 

ciated in this undertaking for the good wihich it is doing.” 
il ad 

There were many such “great occasion days at Tuskeegee Institute-- 
later 

other presidents came: Theodore Roosevelt(A member oi the Institute Board 

of trustees} in 1905; Coolidge , as vice-presjdent, in 19253 FDR in 1939. 
elie, 

Almost from its origin the school wa) kywown Srbthy "oreat occasion days" 

For Professor Carver, however, the ordinary in-between days were from the 

first continuously full and interesting. His work demanded long hours of 
Cou Pah 

concentrated study and experiment, patient daily devotion to his various 
and ae chemist | é 

tasks. As ae    

    
   

ef ficvityral sopfoetnont, fr g darver frore free to 

Prov of thé S 

tivities being interwoven and interdependant.
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Out on the red Alabam hills and into the surrounding fields and woods 

he went at dawn each day, w@rrying his botany can, gathering specimens and 

practical materials for his own and iy his students! study. Samples 5 ( 
i 

soils for analysis and experiments; specimens of plant diseases ia eee 

Gnemtes—-practical ,useful, near-at-hand illustrative materials for his 

elass room and laboratory. ‘his stramge man striding acorss the hills 

and fields, whnis arms filled with branches, his botany can slung over his 

shoulder, stopping now and then to stand for long moments gazing intently 

at a loaf or a lump of clay wwas a strange sight to the residents of 

the Tuskeegse vicinity during his early days there, Who was this man, 

and what was he doing ? There were various speculations--perhaps he was ons 

of those "herb doctors” out gathering his supplies $3 But it was not long 

before luskeegeer esidonts came to know who this, strange’man was, and not 

only to understand what he was doing out there on the hills, but to avail 
toe A jhe f 

s Sd i\ i 

themselves of the results of his activities, ee V 
‘ 

2 
Noticing Che nemb or de peovle who came to the school toa sk Prof. Carver 

questions concerning plants, Booker Washington said to him 

do all these people find out that you know so much about 

"well, it was this way", Carver replied."Shortly aft 

I was going along one day with my botany can under my 

diseases and insect enemies. A ladysaw what she 

colored man with a strange-looking box under his arm, and 

and asked iY Iwas a peddler. i her what I was doing: 

Lighted and asked ! me ¢ s er roses which were badly di 

I showed her wha 1 hor them’, in fact down and wrote it 

her. In this way md severa her way became noised abroad 

there was a man at the school who knew about plants, and people beg 

cailing upon 

"TI myself remember", Washington continues, in his narrative of the 

ia n + VAX <7 ri ‘as Par cP Tsay by 8 ¥ | Fe pe + ~ incident. that several years ago a dispute arose downtown about the name  
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of a plant; no one knew what it was. Finally one gentleman spoke up and 

pm 1 

Said uw hey had a man out at the Normal school by the name 

wie could name any plant,tree, bird, stone, etc. int hew orld, and if 

did not know there was no use to look any further! A manwas put on a horse 

and the plant brought to Prof. Garver. He named it and sent it back. Since 

then Prof. Yarver's laboratory has never bven free from specimens of some 

kind . e 

An interesting little sidelight on the habit Ha the campux children 
e 

ie a iy 
Ww, an 

had of "bringing their problems to Carver" is” (fren in a story that 

Mr. Davidson Washington, son of the Principal, was fond of relating. #r#e— 

ghikdren uxmm_in—the—institute-community, he said-- gil of the chil- 

@ren around the campus, maxumkd--children of faculty members and other 
he said 

families in the Institute community-- To ree that Professor Carver 

: nel 

could do ee nes ae ee he knew almost everything, and 
A Nar 

could remedy anything vhat was wrong. He himself once had a pet goose of 

which he was very fond. One day it was discovered that this goose was 

sick. 
"mother told me that I had better take the goose to Professor Carver 

and let him find out what was wrong", he @aid. " I meant to do it, but 
Lt. 

kept putting it off and forgetting. Finally one morning Father came in and 

said thatb it was too late to do anything now;the goose was dead. ‘Well, 

I'll take him to Professor Carver anyway', was my confident reply.' I 

come 
know he can #kx make him alive again’. Rnd I was perfectly certain that 

he could 3 " 

For a dead pet goose there was probably little that Professor Carver 
every day 

could do, pyut—_thero—were Novoblans" and questions brought Gh of oa ake ore — 

wey jehono Wr 
iere~eonld 7Psomething But ews day brought 

Ady gt BI Nhe aAcme . or 

hichhe- Coulde and did, do somethinge 
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but there were many problems and quesbions-= and important ones~-about 

which h e could, md constantly did, do something. The problem of poor 

land, for instance .Soon af’er his arrival Washington had expressed the 

hope that something covld be done to beautify their campus. "The land 

is very poor here,"he said. "We haven't been able to get grass to grow 

at all on some parts of it. Do you suppose you could ?" ‘the beautifyl 

rolling green slopes on cvhe campus today offer their pepenially verdant 

testimony to the fact that this land would bring forth grass when a 

men who knew what to do for it took it in charge. 

Ths probelm of poor soil and worn-out land being a basic one in 

soyeeen apriculture, it was toward soil building and renewal that Prof. 

Carver digvected much thought and experiment when he first came south. 

for experiment 
Using 19 acres of soil so poor that for years, even when highly ferti- 

most prottuctive 

lised in the method considered bask in that day, it had cmsistently 

produced a net loss annuaily of $16.25 per acre, he experimented with 

Crop rotation and practical fertilisers composed largely of leaves and 

swamp muck and various similar porvisions of Nature usually left to 

waste,unused. he end of his first year's work on this soil, its 

net gain per acre was $ 4. A few years later he had grown a 500 pound 

bale of cotton on one of those acres, and had made one of his "yoor={lLand 

fm) 

acres yield 80 bushels of sweet potatoes, with another crop as well. 

Continuously carrying on such practical demonstrations of what could 

done with soil when its nature and needs were undersvood and ful- 

rof. Carver had actual tangible evidence of the truth end tre 

bee sche theories and suggestions he was constantlyxmakingzx 

to his students in the alass rooms a&@ aeé worktime with 

experiments; to the farmers who came to the Annual and 

ners Institutes held on the campus; and to the wider cir- 
; 

cle of farmers and agricultvrists outside who made use of the service  
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available at the Reasearch and Experiment Station, a group wnich from 

the establishment ofh the Station knew no “color line"--queires and re- 

quests for service coming in from whiate as well as Negro farmers. 

Ay his insistent teaching and demonstrations of the needs and values 

inherent in building up worn-out soil, Professor Varver added as a 

constant and urgent corrolary the neccessity for crop rotation and di- 

versification -=- obvious and widely practised teachings in this day,but 
somewhat 

new enough to seem "strange doctrines" in the agricultural practises of 

the south offorty years ago. Strange doctrines, perhaps, but timely 

teachings, preceding, as they did, the disastrous attack of the deadly 

boll weavil on sovthern cotton fields. 

“panht something else besides cotton", Carver he@ said."Plant sweet 

VI ve) 
grown, and will hekp build up your land. It is worn out with cotton." 
tkxXWaEX Pe 

Ut was a teaching greatly needed when the boll weavil came 1% 

potatoes. Plant peanuts. These a Ame ee are easily 

} the 
But there is more to farms and farming than these matters of soil 

and its maintenance, plants and their yields, important as these things 

und oubtedly are. There are also the concerns of family and household-- 

the ugliness or beauty of a home and its surroundings; the right kinds 
proper 

of food for the growth and sustenance of human bodies--c'othing tog 

cover and adorn them. And such questions as these, along with the broader- 

scaled Barming activities, were included in the work of the agricultural 

dept., especially in the monthly Farmers! I"“stitutes, and in the larger 

Annual Institute which has been one of the big events of the School year 

since Booker T. Washington planned and inaufurated the first one in 1892, 

In the Carver museum on the campus today there is a colorful exhibit of 
his 

canned fruits and vegetables used in muah demonstration work at these In-  



stitutes early in the eentury-- still delectable to look at, and signif- 

icant as evidence of some of the rirst farm demonstration work actually 

carried on in America. bee 

In these Institutes Profesor found opportunity also to make use of th 

tatting and crochet patterns and designs he had shown to Mrs. byston and 

other friends of his Kansas and Iowa days. Farmer's wives found them in- 
these and 

teresting, eswcially as Professor Carver discussed other possibilities 

that might make a great difference in the appearance of home interiors. 

Having actual samples and illustrations, he could show them how oosiry” 

attractive Cari? ee anes ar curtains could be made from such hunble 

ay. Pea 

materials as tan-beurbap bags, for instance-- when a few toushes of hand- 

work were added as border or embroidery. Nor were object lessons in 

« s i > Ld a » Ld 

clothing and "fine feathers , moitted | Visitors in the museum on the 

campus today sce an exhibit of the actual feathers used--feathers from 

common farmyard fowls, but dyed,or curled, or artistically arranged to 

be used for addérnment 
mxkaxad wRrnMankax kor of fetghing millinery; there is one whole hat made 

R ly its \harunn. Beh a if 

of daha ial” naa a No wonder these *“armers! Institutes consistently drew 

yf 
ye ‘ 74 

ang average monthly attendance of 75 4% PY oor t 
betes 

eer 

As follow-up work for thegq Institutes, Professor freguentty, in the 
Writ ti ~ 

early years at Tuskeegee, put a few of his demonstration materials in a 

buggy on Saturday atternoon and set off--a student with him, sometimes--= 
Aw 

to spend the week-end in some rural community, visiting people in thei? 

or AC 
* ae FY 

own homes, and speaking on Sunday morning at some Vehurchy where he could 

always be sure of an intcrested audience-- discussing with these people 

in the isolated areas the things they might do to improve their homes 

and ,incidentally, themselves. Booker T. “ashington had done such visiting 

since he #irst came to Alabama, and believed firmly in its power for 

and a practise actively mamuxeixadx 

good-- a belife which Prof. i 

We ante 
fe  
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To reach the wider circles of oe and agriculturists whp neiter 

came to the Institutes om the camps nor could be reached by such w eek-end 

demonstration trips, Carver bagan even as early as 1898 tosend out from the 

Experiment Station bulletins and leaflets containing suggestions and advice 

to farmers based on tests and experiments made at the station or in conect- 

fon with the school agridultural department. Obvious in the first bu}letin, 

was his intention that this Station should give information and suggestions 
useful 

of sound,practical, workable nature, ® the most humble farm family as weil 

BS go egriculture as. a whole, fhe title of the first bulletin, published 

in) 1698S, was "Peeding Acorns”, Any farmer, no matter how poor, had access 

to the acorns that feel rrom the trees upon the ground. And acorns were 

pood food for livestock. Honce, first, a bulletin on "Feeding Acorns", Lhe 

second, also published in 1898, was concerned with “Experiments with Sweet 

Potatoes", a crop easily grow and valuable for food not only for livestock 

but for the ramer's family. 

Since the appearance of the firsts two pamphlets,a long series of sin- 

ilar ones, written with few exceptions by Professor Carver himself, and 

printed by students in the Institute department of printing, have been sent 

out from Tuskeegee Institute, fidning their way to remotest corners of Amer- 

ica and to various countries abroad. The one on "How to Grow the Peanut and 

105 ways of preparing it for human consumption", probably the most popular 

of all the series, las gone thru six editions and revisions. Written in 

simple, direct, scientifically accurate language, these bulletins have 

been a major means of communication between Carver the agricultural chemist, ~ 
KF 

and the farmers and agriculturists a the south, Logical and clear pig iy 
‘ ova a hen rw YX he UA, 

line, practical in intent, thet afford useful information on agricultural coh- 

cerns not only, but interesting insights into the habits of thought and 

trends of mind of the man who wrote them, as well.



14 

"How to grwo the Cow Pea and 40 ways of preparing it as a table delicacy" 

begins, for instance, by saying “anong the many rish blessings especially 

given to the south, there are but few, if any, that stand out more porm= 

inently thsn the Cow Pea, for the following reasons :----" Then follow 

ten reasons having to do with the cow peats value as a soil-builder and as 

(ES a7 FL 
aptability, its dependability, and the 

  

(Co ones ae aoe ee yensh reason :"The cow pea rightly handled is 

both a bank and a mortage lifter to the poor man." The epg! logge origin 

of the cow pea then are given, its varieties listed, sed then Potten as 
ee py Sone perme 

discussiem vf climate, soil, selection of seed, planting, inoculatim, 

cultivation, and harvesting . The middle section of the bulletin is de- 

voted to the cow pea as focd Wie a be yaci on of its valuesy and instructions 

for its preparation for both the livestock in the stables and the family 

around the dtetee table. "As food for man", the reader is told, "it(the 

cow pea) may be prepared, in a sufficient number of ways to suit the most 

fastidious palette," orty recipes are ten given, -ith explicit instruc- 

tions in the art of satisfying the "fastidious palettes’ by means of the 

cow pea--recipes ranging from "Hopping John" and "Pea Bouillon" on thru 

fritters, salads, soups, "Chatruese of peas", "Dried Peav Roast(Very fine) 

end “Bow pea custard pie", 

By way of conslusion, this &ow pea bulletin discusses diseases which 

may attack the pea, with suggested remedies. Here we comes ipon such 

botannical terms as me ee ne andothers; but in parenthesis 

following these xmem botannical names there is invariably their tranalation 

into the common idiom ,as (Root Knot); (Smoky Spot), etc. Rinaiaebe one 

concerning ‘Insect Enemies" of the cow pea, and what to do about them, and 
plant acres 

then the expressed hope that farmers will begin to mwemw more and more each 
in 

year of this valuable crop. 

Not all of the bulletins follow this particular out-line, of course; 

 



not all are concerned with particular crops, for that ma.ter. They deal also 

With such things as the pickling of moat, how to bulid up soil, the Praising 

of hogs and oter livestock, various products which may be derived from farm 

crops, and on thru a lon list of titles smmkixxenkeniakwdxkw xe xorxink arene 

KmXARRKRNKEMRAXXANBKEKEAsX Now and then, tucked away in a paragraph of one 

of these little pamphlets, thcre will appear an intimate back-stage glimpse 

of Professor Carver as he carried on the work of experiment and testing 

which preceded the publication of the bulletin. In the popular one off 

peanuty, for instance, there is this interesting paragraph:"Below are given 

105 ways of preparing the penut for human consymption, with the hope that 

every farmer will learn to appreciate them and raisx large quantities for 
the 

his own consumption; and also with the hope that city folk will find the 

diet not only wholesome, satisfying,helathful, and appetizing, but very 

economical. Fourteen recipes were selected from this number, and a five 

course lunsheon served to ten food specialists; and each ne smk&»without 

exception was enthusiastic over it, ad said that it was the most satisfying 

luncheon he or she had ever eaten". But little imagination is required to 

visualise the ten "food specialists" sitting down » their five-course 

luncheon of peanut dishes prepared from Varver recipes, and exciaiming upon 

the deliciousness thereof [| It must have deen anninteresting occasione 

It is not strange that these little,wmpretentious bulletins have 

been in constant demand during the more than forty years sinGe°thay adle 

their first public appearance. Valuable as reports from a Research and 

Experiment Station,and helpful as sources oftested,practisel information 
) 

and suggestions for 
+ 

better and happier living in both rural and urban house-— 

hold s, they are oy an , a cv? rs xMHeae something more. they are, in fact, direct personal 

messages from a humanitarian-minded scientist intimately acquainted with  
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the resources, of 1 Kye -@ on the one hand, and on—the-other, with the daily 

wr Intimations 

needs of men; direct ee al messages to anyone who may read them. Eatin a 

RXXZ of “the fact'that Professor Carver himself has felt in the preparation 

of these bulletins a sense of intimate personal authorship beyond the mere 

duty of professional reports and suggestions, appear now and then=in smainxx 

khimexxaxx his "Dedication" found in the-bulletin on the Tomato, for in- 

stance-- a dedication which reads azuxfakiwx 

"To my esteemed friedn and co-worker, Mrs. Adella Hunt Logan, 

who was tireless in her efforts to help the farmer and his family; and who 

L
J
 

sae in the tomato a panacea for many of his ills; and who contributed more 

data. of real value along this line than any ne else with whom I have come 

s e j > a 5 Oe: = i 

in contact, I affectionately dedicate this bulletin. 

These were no idle words, for Mrs. Lo#an was one of Professor Carvers 

most cherished friends in the Institute community. As the wife of Mr. Warren 

LOgen, Wno was the school's first treasurer and its acting Principal in the 

absences of Washington, she was among the group of earnesudevoted members 

of the faculty and staff who labored tirelessly with Booker T. “ashington 
t ade 

{ yx NV 3 \ ‘ 

to bring his drearf/for the school into reality. In'her,Professor Carver 

found a friend of kindred artistic discernment and appreciati«c 
& 

© n—-2 woman to 

whom he could bring his paintings for sincere and sensitive appreciation 

and crtticism,. 

"Sometimes she would make no spoken comment at all", he has said, "when 

£ showed her a painting I had just finished.AShe would just stand and look 

at it for a long time,a nd say nothing. And then I would see that there were 

tears in her eyes. She didn't need to say anything." 

Such a friendship meant much to George W. Carver, ror, while he was friend-= 

ly with many peoole, his circle of actually intima’e friends was closely drawn 

and small. in the midst 6f this small and intimate group he was freely hin-~ 

gelfe--gay, entertaining, md witty; or quiet-spoken and thoughtful, sharing 
hie cd 
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his deepest conclusions,according to the mood or the demands of the occa-# 

gion. But in crowds or among strangers he was shy and withdrawn,seldom of 

his own accord aggressive Ly, a 4y0 An the matter of going om make friends 
i, ‘<> ‘ oe F i“) rr A s | { ie { a 

4 ? amet od ¥¥ { \ ti Le ? 
NX \ Eta Me cs one a = vee aes Mae de 

or ney, ap quaintances pli ow pe a eT ee ee pp hm rs 

i , A. Ate Ly yu A Nf Ree ad supeae aml eee eet 
| dl ‘UD Wie a 3 r\ Aspe pe ae i shea f 7 le “~y " Vee ses Sine ay = — 

4 
him wie ex= 

  

Walthouch Professor Carver impresses everyone who meets 

tent of his knowledge in the mattor of plant life", Booker T. Washiggton sai 

of him, "he is quite the most modest man I have ever met. In fact,he is 

Bimost timid." 

Being by the very nature of his unique gifts and interests 

the cons tant demands pr his work,destined to spend much time alone, he has 

ee See 
never overcome this timidity and shyress in the presence of strangers or of 

crowds== is not to say that he has not made friends. He has. "He 

Joarned from books when he could get them" quote his friend, Washington, 

again;" im lecrned from experience always; and mde friends wherever he _ 

went", Yet the friendScame not _as s he Ssive sooking, “ieee y ” 
5 5 < @6 as concomitants ..,.. Gre*"™ ily FO Gr 

Npé, PONE , i or he LS BUY of 9 Yon by 9 there, was a FoOuns, woman to ywrom, he 
i ~ gi cota Deby ON ee mt ety AD ON 

Pelt str ei drawn, oe a’ dream of ultimate | companion¢ Aa A mato + telco : 

ee 7 é 

ft 

f fom 
es 
“h 

f i 

* C 4 Tr » s , aren a / 
form tn nis ming, Bub he happened one day, inthe Course of. 4 wide conver= 

Co 

sation, to hear her express certa and attitudes so completely at 

variance with nis won that there was nothing left of his dream but its shat= 

tered fragments and a wound in his sensitive spirit. 

a keep sense of pride in being a member of his own race his young woman, 

@dviously, did not. there could be no ultimate companionship built on so 

basic a difference as thise Her death, a few years e, tod him vo tne 

concivsion, expressed long at'terward, that perhaps it was well that "things 

came out as they did" »- die gei= sme seeiremee, 'T believe in 'What 

God has joined together, etc.'"he has said to close rriends now and then. 

"But", he continues, after a brief pause, "what God doesn't join had better 
NAM | 

be Left unjoined", And he has need mamarricd .  
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In the midst of his busy life at Tuskeegee, he found time to keep 

in touch with his Iowa friends by occasional correspondence. To the Milhol- 

dands, on October 2, 1901, he writes: 

"Youresteemed favor of July 23rd reached me a few days ago and Iwas 
indeed glad to hear from you eeeee I think of you often and shall never for- 
get what you were in my life, how much.help and real inspiration you gave 
me. You, of course, will never know how much you did for a poor colored boy 
who was drifting here and there as a ship without a rudder. You helped me 
to start aright, and what the Lord in his kindness and wisdom permitted me 
to accomplish is due in vert great measure to your real genuine Christian 
spirits. How I wisht he world was full of sucn people; what a different 
world it wovld be. 

Should I ever come so nvar you again, rest assured 1 am coming to see 
you, and I plan to come to Iowa duri:g some of my vacations. Our school 
opens on the 10th of this month. We have already admitted over a thousand 
students. I am glad for your words of cheer and good-will. these from those 

we love always make life much easier. 
Must c.ose now as I have about 20 other letters to mraxm answer Axxmmxt 

asied from my other duties. May God continue to bless and help you...bove 

BO Rls ae 
Yours very gratefully, 

Gao. WW. Carver " 
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had 

would ask why he neveryme rried, "Well, T believe in 'Wnat God hath 

    

joined together......' But what God doesn't join had 

In 1905, when Rockefeller Hall was erected, the gift of JOhn 

, ‘ 3 — FS NN Sion EY BE al re as ei aoe £ i 3 

D. Rockefeller and a residence hall for men stud nts, Prof, Carver 
. ce a Bedesem 

b * ‘ 

Cok, Ad TON pen Crete 

moved to menemcumrortable quarvers am the firs 

  

      

inuing to get his meals in the School dining hall-- the meals, that 

is, that he did not prepare for himself in his rooms, from his own 

veer Ga An A we ‘ oe ea ly Lan eh a pi ie + Cs te 

menus and recipes | Kanmtamape Soon aiter nis removal to Rockefeller 

| 

Hall, landscape panels in oil appeared in the corridor leading to his 

Lu
le
 

rooms; books lined portions of the walls of his living rocm; glass 
: 2 

pbul 

    @ taining collections of s the 

the bel rainbow rock of his 

tablegy paintings and pieces of hanc his 

mother's spinning wheel stood by tne fireplace; plants bloomed in 

RRKEXANAXERMRAMXEAMSXKM the windows=== Voge abate: the rooms of an artist 

  

2 $ ee be PN © 1 Se Ne ca im ty As i cep 

a scientist, a teacher; rooms that gav eree® unto themselves a sreat 

  

treasure of memories as the procession of years went is yA, * 

Sa oe Soa em aay Oh \ : ae a Ve m ae lag  # OBE aae Py oe eee se 

the street, for that mater. Perhaps one of the ranest tnings about 

Ms Lite at LusKe egoe 14. Bae CONS Tant 4cCess Ene students have tor 

} ‘a PS ‘. CIOL me A egy. Waa tivwer. 2. -) ae UE! . + 

personat CON een es One Of Baek Wi rote. Winen aavice is sought 

by the humblest student there is no typed tape! to sncointer in enter- 

aT ln artreé a rs a AG ON ea \ ree ke Se Balas 

y ov. have met him. One Of nis Marac CerLS>Le 

students how to train the 

1} 4 os Ue al ol oy me 

lengsthwise never up and down! ° 
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“0 
he gayest of them, and know- Ine a OV T - DS aS @ay as Upon accasion he could 

ing that they could count on this, his students concocted many pranks 

d. A an ey ~ Ln 54 
bo play OV ik A group of them © 

  

ne day, for in- 

stance, nook the Coby of one bug, the legs of another, the wings of 
pasting 

another, a head from yet another, and, Bumkux them carefully toge 

  

o 3. 7 

on a bit of cardboard, eveolved a very strange-looking new insect which 

they took to the next class with them. Just before the recitation be- 

gan, the most pious-appearing student in the group came up bearing the 

new bug, and with seemingly serious concern,a sked the rector sor to 

identify this new insect they had found. Equally savias, Prof. Cagver 

looked at they bug carefully, thought for a moment over the problem 

3 J. PONS ; : Thy oe a ie Ht 4 pe Le ee bf 
then turned to the class and said, “Well, this, I think, is what we 

ovld probably call a humbug" 

Ths. a cs aaa spe gi ahs tna P rs HR eg AT Shc AE he NBN Vel Ds ea These gay pranks, sometimes even instigated by the Professor 

himself were likely to break out even in the Sunday evening Bible 

: PIAS MN SI (a Bee UAE YG ORGY, Ga Roa HO EE REIS CAN ee CU UR ECS CEASA ARUN OD 2 ENRON pag 
elass 5 @. VO lunteer group with Carver as teacner that met Tor y Ss 

  

eg, a laa Pa a eG Uae Acie pe el Se Oe ean hae Vs VASO: iE igs ee 
JUSL before the even woe aha pe 1 service » Sev Ime@S WLtUh an avtvenacaeancse 

Tae 9 Ye : IB ans Fea C nt SES So ral CEES LAST ae ae 2 «ac prane: a b 
or ZOO or Mores. Ei1ence ang the GPLDUUPeS, AS WOULC or ten say, agrees 

fundamentaily for those who have thopough knowledge 

1 knowledge. appear quite contrary to those wno are lacking in suc 

"Many revelations were made by his detailed explana ti 

4c demonstrations", said oneof his students. Such 

  

7 a 4 dua Oo ak ae 8 as, Ye ders ~ - BO Pre pany $f, 4 «TP, tN a 

another incident » the beloved lore of campus life at Tuskeegee, 

rey Pa ae Tas omnes. 3 NAN. Fh RRR Eo pe A an Hea ne FS ee 8 te Ces a 

The story of the wicked cities had been told, explanations made 

i ee alee eo "3 bat ape pO oh nt fh ety wary eas oy de. wh cee on ; Bah man ta ah on qe Ae - 

Given D.Y Quescions GUC « Proi. Varver toy ed with certain articles 

"3 a a, Hig eee Mace A é on Pat Mey CEASE Zam Pe a Wim 

on the table, carrying on a running line of comment the while. ‘Thess 

vicked 21 ties -~« and wha Deacame of ther a 2 WicKeG C1lvles and what became of them ? Suddenly fumes and Abd 

 



and flames and seeming tury rose up in wrath from the table before them, 

and the youthful Bible students , skoking and coughing from the chemical 

fumes that had quickly filled the roam, took a precipitate departure. But 

it is wmlikely chey every torgot the lesson of Sodom and Gomorrah 1} 

"He understood boys as few men do", one of his former students has said 

of him. “And his accuracy in everything he did impressed us all as stu- 

dents, especially his accurate observations. More than that, he was like a 

father to many of WA Gee. TOUS were they accustomed to speak of him. 

Those, that is, who actually knew him. There were many who never ae ee 

never came close to him at all, for among his students,as among membe 1s 

of the faculty and his wider acquaintance as the years went on,,there were 

many to whom he remained an enigma, a very peculiar person with a strange 

high-pitched voice-- an odddity and a curibsity--even as he had to many 

of his fellow students at Ames. 

Any form of dishonesty pr deceit, or any attempt at "grand airs", 

consistently drew from him a stinging rebuke delivered in no uncertain terms. 

So was it also with laziness and slipshod habits of work a facts which un-= 

deoubtedly kept some of his students from coming to him freely, orfrom fcel- 

ing comfortable in his presence. But any sincere need, any honest effort, 

was certain to received his careful attentio, his understanding help and 

encouragement. And any evidence of creative artistic effort,scientific 

curiosity, or inventive turn ot mind foud in him a quick and spontaneous 

enthusiam¢ and generous nurturing. Students giving evidence of pessessing 

even a small spark of such trends of mind or effort were immediately with- 

— hoe ye" perner | 
his compassion --- to the ‘ 

inb the inner circle of Professor's. varver |s) kan intoregts$---/ to The) 

  

duller minds thers remained 

slipshod or the dishonest, his cuntempte [It is not km amazing, then, that 

the recorded opinions spoken of him by his students should exhibit a wide
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gratefully 

variance-- that jaar aes there should be many who remember today 

the fun they had kugszkaeexx with him 

the many hours spent in talking or working with him; many who say "he was 

. 8.4 

ed pf em 

dike a father to us ond mores many, on the er hand, who say ny 
’ u / i PEP na, ¢ 

never did really know hime 71" a Vr dN rend lh, 
Z Ps om r aa 4 ie 4 ; f / o~ sae 

ah} MG. r ieee Avadé, 5 Mecsas ve 4 4 
grew 4 / a ’ i w 

\ 

Desphte the long hours required of him by the daily demands of his 

various tasks, he yet found time, as at Simpson and Ames, to take part in 

total 

the extra-curricular affai s which figure so largely in the content of 

his days as-= 
an é. ~ a 

@ hia habitual 

‘ ees % 

3if6 on any school campus . In general outline, the pattern 

od 

sumed dur’ ¢ the fist years at Tuskeegee was we characteris 
~ 

daily regime for many years to come. One practise in particular was of such 

‘paramount importance and became so essential a part of his day that nothing 

was allowed to interfere with it unless some emergency entirely beyond his 

own control arose. This was his habit of rising at dawn to spend the early 

hours of the day in quiet, thoughtful, prayerful communion with the Great 

Creator ,. * cnly etree .-,out among the silent woods and fields among 

ry i erp t < iggy eager eum potions ' 
the lovely, imtepesting, extraordinary things of His on-going creation, /y4 yf 
“ os f # 3 pe NG pore Lanes % } ia \ As 4 i iy rasta 2 eae » jane - 4 \ aes 

rees, rocks, red clay parth, leaves, flowers hewly-wakened birds, 

an ng eet. 
% a 

WAYS 

“7: w 3 é SE fae ¥ vee yi i 

AO shy tivtle.woods animals, minute forms of life-- abi,~Ghildrenofetume_   

ici a. « 

‘ 

IIE EE vipa ace ere, maa we ™ 

ehbse stiil small Coe analy heard at all by the rank and file of ther 
%, . 

Se MR “ it ge eT + ° e } pe q . kf human kin, were distinctly audible in the dawn to George Bm Carver, spe king 

to him of their common vatherg invisible Yreator, God. "A Nature mystic" 

some have called him, seeking to explain Professor Carver's unusual gifts 
vue 

of spiritual discernment and power. He himself would be_the last person 
  

je think of his religion as being in anyway "mystic -- it is so intimately 

gad meturaily a part.of him. .Foundetiona! in every. area of His Lite for 

4 

years “as been the simple but profound basic assumption that back of all  
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visible creation there is a loving invisible Creator who is constantly work- 

ing out His infinite purposes int he world thru human minds and hands. Ke- 

ligion with him, then, becomes the natural but compulsive matter of trying 

to understand what the Craator wants done, then doing it with all the knowl- 

edge, intelligence, understanding, and skill one may possible command. But 

the human partners in this eternal enterprise must keep in ciose touch with 

the Gnea? Creator if they are to understand His purposes and have power 

to work them out. 

There are many ways in whic» men may come to know the Creator's purposes 

for them, may come to have a sense of working in partnership with God,Pro- 

fessor VYarver often has said. But as for himself, the most natural pathway 

leading directhy into a stimulating and sustaining certainty of, thé en 
Piso ag, a 

ence of God is the daily early dawn camuuater> contemplation, a ndé st buat roe 
SES 

God's visible out-gif-door creation. thus it was that when Tuskeegee res 

idents saw Professor Varver returning from his morning walks ynis hands 

Cilied with twies, hi: 
See? 

ca
 botany can under his arm, they saw something more 

than a scientist and teacher with specimens for laboratory and dl ass=room 

experiment and study. They saw also a man equipped for the day with a sus-= 

taining assurance that the Great Creator ,his invisible Partner, would work 

through him that day to carry on to further fulfilment some portion of 
for the world 

an eternal purpose that doth through all the ages run". It was a powerful 

equipment Bor a teacher and a scientist to bring back to a class-room 

and laboratory -- or anywhere, for that matter - as the years were abundantly 

to prove. 

On thrut the day's schedule, then, he would go,wherever his work might 

call him, into class room, laboratory, green house, farm; or to chapel ex- 
pate 

ercises, committee meetings, entertainments -- sometimes for an nour or two 

lark nis painting. AFter supper it was his custom to read his mail for the 

day, attending to any that needed immediate replies, writing the answers in 
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his own hand. Then to sleep, as early as possible, to be ready to rise 

again with the dawn. 

So went vhe genral pattern and plan of Professor Varver's days on the 

campus, and in 1906 there came another of the "great occasions" at Luskee- 

gee--this time the celebration of the school's 25th Anniversary. Many nota- 

ble figures in American life were present to take part in the celebrathon-- 

President Eliot, of 4arvard; Mr. Andrew VYarnegie, Bishop Galloway of Miss., 

Pres. Abercrombie, of the U, ot Alabama, Secretary of “ar Taft, and other 

distinctive men of the generation - all present as speakers or guests. 

There was abundant cause for celebration, for the school which had started 

25 years before in an old church and shack, with one teacher, was now an 
85 buildings; 

institution of 156 teachers;1,590 regular stu i nts; 2500 acres of landnear 

the campus ; and en endowment of $ 1,225,664 in addition to the 22,500 

acres of saleable land granted by the U.S.Gongress. 

Professor Yarver, reporting on the work ot the Xesearch and Experiment 

Station for its first decade, said that experiments had been carried on 

with sweet potatoes;feeding acors;peas,beans,and corn for forage; 135 vari- 

eties of cotton; Irish potatoes; onions; vetch and crimson ciover; cotton; 

and peanuts. He had assued 7 bulletins and 16 leafl ts; had distributed 

seed samples to eee and to school gardens; held monthly Farmer's In-~ 

stituteson the campus with an evarage attendance of 75. On 20 trips theu 

the county he had reached 1,000 people. There had been annual Farm Fairs, 

newspaper articles written a dn publ! shed in county and national papers; 

bulletins sent to 10 foreign mmmx post offices; 115 samples of soil analysed 

for farmers and written instructions given as to quanity and kinds of fer- 

tilisers needed. As to work ourside Alabama, "the Director", he said, “nas 

this year had 7 calls rrom Georgia;1 from Tennessee; and 1 from Florida." 

An agricultural wagon was being fitted up im wheih * ecturers ,demonatreu' aa 

and exhibits would be carried around," 

 



  

' oun two most urgent needs ". he wrote, in concluding his report", are 

a malt where tools could be kept,grains, grasses, and forage stored, 

cotton ginned, etc. Now our tools are of neewestty kept in a dark wet base-~ 

ment where they constantly ee cannot dry anything, and where it is 

tvo dark to weigh with much accuracy. ‘he other thing wen need is a wire 

fence around the field so the crop would be seeen to much beiter advan vage 

along the sroad. Such a fence inthe end would be much cheaper than the cum- 

bersome boards which now surround it and are nearly always out of repair", 

Modest requests., indeed, to follow such a report -- 4a small barn and 

a wire fence § But they were characteristic of the man who made them. A 4 
good a 

man whose sense of thrift and economy was outeraged to see tools going to q 

rust and ruin for the simple lack of a dry shelter to house thems a scientis: 

whose habitual accuracy demanded a work=-room light enough to make accurate 

weights and measurements; and artist whose love of beauty and order was con- 
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stantly offended by the sight of a tumbledown board fence surrounding the 

lovely Sac a whose, growdne. crops and pervade should be eae of passers. 
: a Upto e, phe etile ) One Lalas 1 Nias 
A man, age eer Seta and an artist, suxxhorky whose first ten years in the 

  

southytwere to be busy as a brief prelude, but a brief announcement of the 1 

     

the developing scope and 

  

major themes and motifs wk TAP ATS 

increasing significance of kite his work xmxxea and his influence in the 

years yet to come. 

 



ree years: after the celebration of Minwaaeea "a Bou Auntw ou 

cultural department and the Research and Experiment Station had com- 

ly eur-growm t heir quarters int the Siater-armatron pbuilding, and “er 
: Agricultural 1 eee : 

909 aw a new building fmrxthasaxteaparkmanks gso-ttp on the campus--Milbank 

all, the gift of Geore Eastman. On the second floor of this four-story bide! 

here were rooms set apart for Professor Carver, a confortable,roony office 

and a spcaious, well-equipped laboratory which @ne in time to be affectionate: 

¥ PV Ve 2 title justi- 

ay Pohannad to all across America as "God's Little Work-Shop" -- mmkxwikkx 

fied by the extraordinary things which WEREXBAXMXKXK LM came out of ite 

“ ARRAXRERK HN FX ARNATTNA KK AIAN AA AOLRA AAW RAHA MAA HAIRS ON AK BARE AR ORI 

The active supervision of the agriculturald epartment was now in the 

_ hands of Professor Geo. R. Bridgeforth, with 18 assistants, in order that 

a | more fully 

Professor, Carver might be free to give his time mmkkexxx to the Reasarch 
research, and 

Po gna’ lx goriment work, the increasing requestsefor lectures, demonstrations, 

 mmiixx that were coming in from an ever-widening area. The School farm now 

included 2,400 acres, with 1,000 under cultivation. The enrolment of the 

Institute had offi roach ed 1,702 ~- a student body representing 38 states and 

‘15 foreign countries. The wagon which max Carver had mentioned in his 

25 anniversary report as being fitted up for carrying "lecturers, demonstra= 

tions, and exhibits around” had been out on the roads and: around in the va- 

_ rious communities withing reach of the ins 4tuee for several years, the 

“Puskeegee "“Mowable School of Agriculture" » Determined to do everything pos-= 

extend the school's 

sible to maxxyxkwextnfiuengexand benefits axx to those unable actually to 

geome to itsv campus, Dr. Washington had conceived the idea of having 

"school on wheels" ,equipped with practical demonstratim materials nd 

traveling teachers, to go about among the people and teach them in their 

homes and communities, as he and Professor Carver had done their week- 

“end trips eon tas vicinitye With plans for such a wagon drawn yp by 

pace eesor Carver, Washington was able to interest a firend,Morris K. 

Jesup, of New York, in protiding the mony to Riwenem purchase and equip:  



(1906, F ported, that Sree Jesup ier eu Wize: the first ‘Movable 

“School!, started from the grounds of Tuskeegee Institute on its mission ) 

usefulness May 24, 1906, under the guidance of Prof. Geo. Re Bridgeforth — 

of the Agricultural deoargment. “after the wagonb had been operated 

three months under xk Mr. Bridgeforth, and the success of this tyos of 

work seemed assured, the idea was presented by Dre Washington to the 

_Federal-Government and accepted", Thomas M. Campbell, a recent Tuskeegee _ 

graduate and one of Professor Garver's out-standing students, was placed 

in piace of the Movable School, with the title of "Agricultural collab- 

, erator for the U.S.Department of Agriculture", Thus the Jesup wagon, 

a esigned by George Carver, "became the vehivle of the first Negro agent 

in Federal employ, and went forth Alay Ui tes ong on a regular schedule 

to the surrounding communi ties" ee. Tuskeegee Institute hewtug again, 

through its Foumder, ah scientist, and. tye friendly philanthropist, 

are a significant contribution to American educatione ths Movable School 

Deak ina s today~-- in its new motorized “vehicle” -~=- to be a valuable means 
widely 

of extensiom education, and Mr. Campbell ome of the most useful members 

of the entire Tuskeegee staff. se 
> 

A pleasant interlude for Carver came in the summer of 1908, when he 

went back to his childhood home at Dieona Grove for a brief visit with 

ninxitnxmexxmaxkexy Moses Carfer, now a man well along in years. Mrs. Carver 

had already passed one During this visit he had the distinct pleasure of 

_ presenting to his former master a new suit. of slothes -- a suit in which : 

Mr. Carver was buried when h¥® death cane not Long afterward. Writing to 

Dp, Milholland from Tuskeegee later, Professor Carver mentioned this visit, 

saying pas was to my old home in Missouri last summer, and a white lady : 

"was laughing and telling me how I used to doctor her sick plants for her. 

I have much of thats ame reputation here....."  



  

   ite was "doctoring sick plants" on a wider scale now, howevere--as : 

a bulletin fron the Experiment Station in 1908 indicates-- a balletin en- 

titled "The San Jose Scale in Alabama", He had been "doctoring sick agri- 
: for more rose a esate 
culture "Ruxxavaxxxitnueexhaxkadxs D2 

  

ma, for that matter, dia osing and 
bo y/ WAL 1 nal 

prescribing for its basic ills RNGxxyMpkmME as _rovealed in poor seria, Low 

yields, unscientific methods of planning and cultivation. In these basic 

@onditions there was beginning to appear here and there some sign of in-~ 

“provementssone active putting into practise of the sound ties i go theo= 
me f i Sod 

pure KA L UAH CRW 

ries of soil conse on,and im a t, ero iversif ca ion, /home 

Th Ss Fe Pree” ime i é eat a ge fon, he a 

rae | 
peer wn moa<?- a ea prod nets But now another ba 1 y Sg 

1 

ae wy TR- ay ai aa FL, Sen Pee o ae 7 i 

ee Ded 
Cnt 

appeared -=- one whi ded scientific diagnosis and prescription none e 

  

   

  

bevond anything kuakxmtenkxbaxdemm concerned merely with the production of 

mexicanikkueaix crops and 
akundamk harvests, no matter how diversified and abundant they might be: 

The question now was not so much how Logit Pees ul crops of 

sweet potatoes, for so ney or of peanuts or forage, but what to do with 

them when they were aoaeal Science, Professor Carver now saw, ri Eps 
| bay z 

oo RI ara ae better farming; it must it oe 
griculture 

how to make farming pave fre 

vr yw 

Of what value abundant harvests of sweet potatoes or peanuts, if 
fe 

there was to be no market for them ? A farmer must of mcessity raise 

a "money crop" of some kind. How, then, to make "money crops" out of farm 

produce never before considered in any stich light ? It was a problem whose 

solution erly on the sope” and despair, the comfort nae ie the eventual 

fulness or Se iiec ca of life for countless Americans, black and white, 

living in the potentially abundant, but agrioul Surely and industrially 
or: ven Aamae, tte eee 

undeveloped areas 4 south. Of this George Carver was aware. 

  

ae aneare. Here was a problem requiring of Science © 

something more than analytical and remedial research;there must be creative — 

research as well.And who should be better equipped for creative scientific 

4 

 



   
research than a scientist who was also -- if not, indeed, primarily-- 

an artist, with an artist's gifts, and sills and habits of creative ace 

fy 
tivity | it was a ee ee end—e=a-=— iam OWN y, and George 

= 

  

Carver knew ite He must find an answer to Bars flea tet eg ae he 

deeply loved. ; 

Into his laboratory, then, he went with Poe oe farm pro- 

ducts--peanuts, sweet potatoes, cotton, etc. -=- and "the application of 

creative research to farming ( which ) marked the beginning of a new era 

for the south and for the evolutim of agricultural policies " had begun. 

Professor Carver was not alone in his laboratory there in Milbank Hall--- 

of this he was continually certain. Working with him,usin s his mind , a 
tie =r J 

hands, his eek all a ages ca resources of acquired cent: was bees, ‘The 

work he was to do was the Great Creator's work; the answer must be His _ 

personal fc 
answere iIntimately emmk and vitally real to ae eres jr th ae 

ty Lidl S 

laboratory were the ancient words “the Father Sonieth Ss mo". Ske ordinary 

looking laboratory ee ies teui tural building had indeed become 

"Godts Little Work-shop". 

fo a mind skilled in scimhific research as Carver's mind was skilled, 

and equipped as his was equipped with an extraordinarily broad and intimate 

knowledge and understanding of plant life and Nature lore, the initial 

atvepy in the search for an authentic answor to this problem vere tee 

ately clear. Here, for instance, was a peanut, easily grown in southern 

soil but one of the lowliest of all farm oroducts. What hope did a peanut 

hold for a southern farmer, beyond ee: already somewhat accepted values 

as a soil builder and a ies 8 piel livestock ? The answer to this question 

of course involved first an accurate knowledge of the actual make-up of a 

peanut----of what, actually, was it composed ? "Puvling a peanut apart" in 

his laboratory, Carver the chemist s oon knew exactly what was in a peanut, 

what amounts of protein, starch, sugar, oli, fat, gum, pentyose , 
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/ fix i 
fy Span Ay Pigg een 4 

o yr Ary & Y ' i 

‘4 h i 
pentosan, arachin, corarachin, amino-acids, etc., etCe,—amnd was ready for 

  

the next question ¢ Mas bh st sen be made from these contents of a peanut, F 

in new combinations or combined with Se ini elements, that willbe 

mapketable products, meeting essentialdemands of human existance--commer- 

cially valuable products ? 

Here the actual "creative research” began. Food -- that was one of 

the fundamental needs of human existence; what food products could be made 

from the lowly peanut ? And presently the answer began to appear in the 

C ete laboratory mto appear in the visible, tangible, edible forms of 
4 ga - La gute 

powdered ae ile yaar cheese, candies, coffee, Divkles, sauces, breakfats 
ye een Gaby a = ~ om Nad it cea 

foods, flour —m_a t4-b- eetoh TEs Sane thened—wi-th—bhe- years” and is’ yet by no 

means complete. And what other commodities, useful and of potential com- 

mercial value, might a peanut be induced to produce ? Again the tangible 

answers came : wood stains, ink, de oe af ng boards, » paper, plastics greams, 

massage tpg l) dyes, blemish remove ns, CtCe, obese oe 
Ph Are *o 3 | ve A» 

ee ipernity Re wsiedes bmost ¥ ; oh ve ; 

6 py. j yi ra baal OtLd 2f id     
GFT PP poe PEA A, Pr? wa f"2 Use 

A ee the pes Hee 0 en. swe ot potato, NEN Car ver drew forth 
~ ; , pine 

such interesting replies, as elem. breakfast food, syrup, tapioca, starch, 

a eX ‘ 

avd is # 

fuel alcohol, stains, geek food, glue, ate., etc. From cotton, another 

southern farm product, came such additionla answers as paper, rugs, cordage, 

fesuieting daphne and asphalt road paving blocks. Not content to Limit 
yi ee 

¢ 

his search to the’ plants _EnERX hal mite Nhat ly farms, , Carver turnef the! Suds 
“Vite VA de ae Kh&he tn 1 Cad aa 

spotelight of his imgeination upon the Ed hie Se ay provided by Natune. 
PT 

and offered freely to anyone for the taking, sfS&et--the clay in the hills, 

fer instance, in all its lovely varieties of shades raging from a pale yel- 
ee, Lo 

low on through orange, grey, saffron, rose, and, 2 mellow ped. What could 
ANAL St 4 AA 

come of clay ?: Color, of cg and pigments, dyes and séains, ag 
AN Nab Aa 
“\ 

wott—es washing powders, shoe polish, materials for plast&es and pottery. 
| 

Fi 
i 

| 

| 

Yet another untouched area of resourceg material for aythentic answers to 

 



  

Professor Carver found in the waste materials not only of farming but of 

industry, and from these began to appear such suggestions as a synthetic 

marble from wood shavings-- there are benches made of it on the Institute 

campus today ; insulating boards from peanut shells; valuable fertilisers 

from swamp muck; paint from waste crank case oil -- on and on goes the 

incredible list, assuming more and more siginficance thru the years as a 

@efinite and dependable answer to the parr problem wik which Sarver, the 
Ay ST took 

agvicultural chomisb.and_creative research » Maux into his labora- 

  oe ad eo Aad 
tory ometrre Tuskeegee Institute cape” Hote GAS ty a? 

i 
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As the days went along, and more and more of these ee “évi- 

Professor Carver bagan to feel and assurance that in such products eventualk 

would lie a sound and workable solution to the problem of how to make farm- 

ing pay -- and, even farther on, perhaps, "the mapp of the furure greatness 

of the South." And when the accumulation of evidence reached the pojht of 

offering to his own mind valid and sufficient proof of the truth of his the- 

ory that products from farm crops, natural resources of the land, by-producss 
A 6 aks &« a F. 

and wastes , could be made to undergird, support, and sigtain Agrioultureg 

he began to speak now and then of his "discoveries" to the groups or indi- 

viduals with whom he talked, offering the actual sampleg products in support 

of his spoken statements. Such "die overy)" '» he was sure, was no ight 

to be kept, under a eae it must eeeederly be “plaved upon a candlestcik” 

where it mecn. 4 pone light te-atmen", 

Dr Washington was by no means unaware of these and other distinctive 

contributions Professor Carver was making to the Institute and to an ever-~ 
and gave to him his constant support and encouragemente 
widening area beyond the bounds of the CAMPUS 4 Commenting on the man himself 

and on his work, Washington declared "one of Heme st gifted men of the 

Negrp race whom I have ever happened to meet is George W. Carvereses As a 

result of his work in breeding cotton and of the bulletins he has prepared  



on experiments in building up wornout soils, he has become widely know 

to both colored and white farmers throughout the south. When some years 

ago the State Secretary of Agriculture called a meeting at Montgomery of 

the leading teachers of the State, Professor Carver was the only colored 

man invited to that meeting. He was at that time invited to deliver an 

address to the convention and for an ae questioned on the interest- 

ing work he was doing at the Experiment Station...e. A few years ago when 

the colonial secretary of the German Empire, accompanied by one of the 

cotton experts of his departments, traveled thru the south in a privated 

care, he padi a visit to Tuskeegee Largely to study, in connection with 

the other work of the school the cotton-growing experiments that Professor 

Carver has been carrying on bot Ge cueae In his book, 'The Negro in the 

New Word!, Sir Harry Johnston says “'!Professor Carver, who teachers sci- 

entific Agriculture, Botany, Agricultural Chemistry, etc. at tuskeegee, 

is, as regards complexion and features, an absolute Negro; but in the cut 

of his clothes, the accent of his speech, the soundness of his Science, 

he might be voBessor of Botany not at Tuskeegee, but at Oxford and Cambridgé. 

Having known such support and encouragement from his friend ,Washing-= 

ton, thru all his early years at Tuskeegee, Professor Carver, with other 

members of the school faculty and in common with hundreds of people thru- 

shécking 

oub America, heard with a sense of overwhelming loss the news of the death 

of Booker T, Washing'on. Stricken ill in New york City, and taken to a hos- 

pital there, Washington insisted that he must come home-- a plea to which 

his vhysicians, much against their professional judgment, finally gave 

emsent. Knowing his grave condition, they doubted that he could reach home 

alivee But reach homie he did, ani. there on the campus of the school to 

which he had literally given his life, Booker T. _ashington's great spirit 

took leave of his tired body, on November 14, 1915. 

"te South as well as the nation mourns the loss of a great man", the  
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governor of Alabama wired Mrs. Washingtm,. "He had won the confidence of our 

people, and no man since the Civil War did more to create harmonious relations 

between the races. " +n the local paper appeared this tribute: "DT cally 

almost to a man our own Tuskeegee and Macon county citizens are realizing as 

never before how wonderfully this man wrought for himself a plage in the 

confidence and esteem of this community and comtry. In a thousand ways his 

influende for helpfulness has been felt and everybody mourns his going awaye." - 

In Tuskeegse, all stores were closed at the hour of the funeral: in Boston 

all flags on municipal buildings flew at half-masté ...A great man had 

passed one. 

Acting as promptly as possible, a canmittee appointed by the Trustees 

with Hx-president Low, of Columbia University, as Chairman, took up the 

work of finding a man to be Tuskeegee Institutets second Principal. fo 

Hampton again Tuskeegee turned, this time to bring to Alabama Booker T. 

Washington's able successor -- Major. W.W. Moton, a close friend of the 

first Principal, and like him, a member of the staff of Hampton Institute. 

In his inaugural address Major Moton gave reassurance to any who may have 

needed it that the committeets choice had been wisely madeO9 a reassurance 

which the coming years were increasingly to renew. 

"In order", he said, “that this institution shall cotinue to carry on 

forward the ideas and ideals of its great Founder ; in orderthat we shall 

not cease to render large service to humankind: in order thatwe shall keep 

the respect and confidence of the people of this land, we must,first, every 

one of us,principal, officers, teachers, graduates, and students, use every 

opportunity and strive in every reasonable way to developn and strengthen 

between white and black people,North and South, that tnselfish cooperatia 

which has characterized the Tuskeegee Institute from its very beginning. 

Second , we must patiently and persistently and in the spirit of unselfish 

devotioj follow the methods of education which, in this school, have been so 

distinctive, so unique, and so halpful. Third, we must consecrate and re-=  
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Thor came also in this 3 yoar ,an opportunity to leave Tuskegee to 
Wnt ae a 

| Shenest one of the 7 ” scientists.of this @erwanmotber day in    
     

erican history--thomas Alva Ha teen, Mr. Hdison sent his personal rep~    
      

  

sresentative to Tuskeegee to talk with Carver ane a bibs invite him-- at a huge 
Ya An. duet A 

salary-- to come to New Jersey tc oes in the Bilson laboratories there--an 
      

           

offer amd invitation which Carver immediately, though with sincere thanks, 
in 
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declined, : : ' 

“But you didn't even consider it at ai astonished friends Asked him, 

“when the news of tt got around \ fete chance at a big salary like That, 

and work with Edison ?" | : 

"No", Carver replied. "Tt knew what Iwas going to oF There wasn't any 

  need to consider it. My_pleace is here in the South”. 4 
  

"But turn dow all that salary?" 

"Well, Lf have all the yyone” IL need. What would I do with any more ? 

, Bean tt take much for me. No, I shall stay on in the South. LI belong here", 
i 

be In his lesters to Dr. Washington concerning his coming to Tuskegee fran 

Ames, Carver had said"Money will not be the sole consideration; only secondary, 
poe 3 e ie » 

Now 1 20S at the school, this statement was still true, ad remained SO. 

S
i
e
 

me 

oN : : 4) 
ei money was required bv his simple everyday needs~- he was still wear- 

: r b a ontad wr7 i nag 

a ing,and quite contentedly, /suits of clothes he had brought with him upon 
Cd 

: his arrival in 1896,kept clean and neat-looking by Ee ih personal cares 
bi f Gael” 

E ¢ a \ 

; Waxkxmee He had no dependants. He often loaned money to needy students, 

but that took Little, canparatively speaking, out of the accumulation of 

‘ years of salary checks. Frequently he ui tek sedis socks in his pockets 4 

: A wha 
and left them there, forgotten, until a routine auditing of the Institute(sq > 

pookSsent someone to axkxkkmxabentxkham to him with a “searchwarrant" for 

Bo the idea that he needed more money 
ounce t 

the missing und eposited sae 

seemed pee ee his way of thinking, and certainly no reason for leav=, 

ing his established home and work at Tuskegee.    
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Thus the only visible result of the visit from Edism!s representative 

to Tuskegee was the appearange of two autographed photographs of Mr. #dison 
given 

on the walls of Professor Garver's office-- one neazenked when the i bakers 
| The Uae 

1 
tion was presented, and the other sont/finen the news was received. that bre 

| American 
offer was declined. But there remained between these two scientists 

a mutualr espect and appreciative admiration to which the two photographs 

bear wiStTple witness tectttimmdem, oven as they bear witness go to Carvers 

° ‘ és ‘: i + 
unde -conviction concerning his own particular field of sda art 

his lifelong lack of conern for the accumulation o8 material wealth and 

possessions. 

Despite his decision to remain in the South, his determination to maine 

tain at Puskegee Institute his home center of Nile aan are a agen er ao: 

tivities, the strong currents of needs he was now equipped to add surged about 
ahd 79 ¢ 

ae)     Nemiskogoea scientist more and more demandingly, drawing him out into a widen-=- 
ee ae 

ing tide of ease and concernse Upon Americats entrance into 

the World War in 1917, the Institute campus, like other school and college 

campuses allacros America, was busy with the various activities thru which 

“oale- a + ~ 

such ins ae chug o pit to oo ex their parte Moat th @ task of @ country 

BO. te fie Dem torce, 
Hr Marly. Fron the RecN Ny crops young pn aus out ot camps in America 

and to battlefields in France; from the nurses! training school went well- 

ae san 4 a wa 

trained nurses. On the campus there was the Red Gross work, the knitving, 
6a 

the conservation of we as Suppl des common to all American communities 
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in those days. Major Moton was gent to’ France to look into and insure tne 

" 

welfare of Negro American soldiers; and Professor Carver ,called to Washing- 

ton for consultation , ecmtributed to the now emergent needs for food con- 

Fa 2 nt acl jue 2 4 ‘ AT ha i | 

servation, substitutes for foreign dyes, ana utilization _,of Lela danas” uy in 

RA deh poo 

formation on these matters which he had been gathering over a) long period 

te
 

of yaarse 

In February, 1918, nowspapers carried a s tory Bfon Denmakr, 5.C., @en= 

f £* iB da} wy ¢ fan oon . io 

‘sit thore; saying, "Fhe feature of the 9th Annual session of 
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the Farmers Conference here at Voorhees Institute was the address of Prof, 

  

| Geo. W. Carver, eminent agricultural scie mntist of Tuskegee Instituto.... Prof. 

Garver came waxrax to Voorhees after having spents everal days in Washington 

® 
} 

where he had been called by the government todemonstrate his famous sweet po-~ 

  

  

fa 4 nai ‘ oye Ba shag odes rs pen Peon Haar Lege dae a The ‘ 4 

toto flour whichthe Tuskegee Institute has been using since last Fall as a sub= 

POR AA el Da PEON q c AE eal oy ee 3 1 ee ues 

stitute for wheat cpio. Prof, varver stated that the 

government made a very exhaustive investigation into the possibilities of his 

sweet povato flour ter gue oie view of using same in the army,and to give ofLicial 

recaen 701 O, a decided that the wweet potato flour offered 
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probably the greatest possibilities in the way of saving wheat flour of any- 
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: Negro—femmers..Prof. varver urged, Lem te go back to their homes, orge = 

i and individual seve 

and not let one singlq@ potato go nae ere erect community, driers any 
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their sweet potatoes,sack chem...in this way they would be rendering an in- 

    

    

valuable service to the nation inn 4¢t9 afforts for conservation. 
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Jed, the need and demand for thg¢ eee and practical 
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omtbributions 6 Professor Carver were by nog means pas but increased, “Many 

thoughtful ,pvogressive men. and women, "reported the Hampton 'Journal and Guide? 

in March, 1919," have become familiar during the past few years with some of 
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ne ta Jenuary,1931, 2, fino} ¢ he Congressional Ways and Means Committee had 

under consideration tho inclusion of ‘peantts in a protective tariff provision, 

peanut growers \invited © arver to appear as one of their spokesmen beiore the 
g PE is 

4 

com mittecg ?P Ehe stort of that comnittee i held a) ga of Professor Carver's 

  

~ arrival in Wasnington to attend ityhave become classicSin the mass of Carver aoe / “Vr Uprd Any, 

anecdote and sas Sulla: _ ab the Washington station, Cggaeem, then in his 

middle fifties, gave little appearance of a person on important mission bent. 

ve } 
2 het 

Wo ertere on of him written by a Boston minister who spoke at Tuskegee about 

Poser must have looked as he 

  

that time gives a good idea as to how 

left the ypadin at Washingt one ep allowing Cor s Lethe | 'slicking up" for the oc~, 

casions—|mM {T is Snik ae pie wre fh phrase some |_eA Mretrvtng py et MAM bh teh 

ake ide me on my right! ; says this'mihister,” was a tall, lean, lanky 

na (oa ( Yr & fA ALS ek (! \ se 

5 hes pure ABrican, who seemed to have no connection with the rather 

a. 

well-dressed grovp--but who wore shabby suit, dusty boots, and by way of 

en od, 

contrast, a delicate flower in his worn button hole... His whole attitude was 

that of a very plain,humble, unassuming townsrian. when the service was over, 

and Iwas shaking hands with the men, this lanky fellow moved up and gave me 

his hand. 

§cood morning, sirt, ho said, in a high-pitched voice. ®rIm Professor Carver ™, 

he ie * 

"Garver, che peanut wizard | 

But he had no look of a peanut wizard to the red-cap whose services he 
a i £ A ay . ¥ \ Q 

ar 
L 

sought to engage for help with hie-heavy—exhibi
t_case, vhst day in the oe 

  

Ton statlon.s 

“Sorry, can't help you now, Pop", called the hurrying porter, over his 

shoulder. "Got to find a big scientist up here trom Alabama ".... and the 

pig scientist", in person, was left to find his own way to the.committee 

meeting , managing his baggage as best he could. 
te LAW 

Arrived there, he waited his turn to spesk, which was the last Fate 

the allotted list of 10-minute speeches granted by the committee. "Down at 

uv 

Washington the committee on Ways and Means surprised itself the other day’, 
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(reported the rw wspapers", when members, as well as spectators, for the first 

., time in recent history applauded a specch at one of the sessions. Geo. W. 

Garver.... had delivered a discourse on peanuts and their eee ae uhe 

committee, burdened with aonsideration of many dry as dust tariff figures, 

    
   

aereed it. had a delightful time in listening to the professor's | 

‘ : ‘ : ys ie ; “or i RAW? 
he exhibits he had brought alomg...." ,: v7 

Excer ts from the hear ingg heforg /he, 
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eo \ 1airman : Al} right, Mir. Carver, Wwe sive you 10 minutes 

¥Y hee) : atk by the United Penut Growers Association 

‘ "Carvers Mr. Che ivaen: IL have been asked .e.eto tell you something. about the 
possibility of the peanut and its possibie extension. I comefrom uskegee, 
Alabama. I am engaged in Agribulturalreacarch work and I have given some 
kimaxamdt attention to the peanut, but not as much as I expect to give...I 
am peapecially interested in southern crops and ctheir possibilities, end 

Ss the peanut on wea. tn, 2 think, as one of the most remarkable crovs that we 
are acquaini od. with. It will “soll us a number of things we do not already 

: know, and ed will observe chat it has pos Stata aa that we are just be- 

Piaotne To find out. this is the cryshed cake( Taking a specimen cake from 

his exhibit case) which has a great many SOSuaDLLLt ies. The crushed cake 

may be used in all sorts ofxmx confsekxone combinations--for PY lLours ang 

meals and breakfast foods and a great many mkkax things that I have not 
| tome to touch upon just now. +hen we have the hulls which are ground and 

made into a meal for burnishing tin plate. It has a very important value 
d 

Ga tnat darection, Mors of 10 ig soing to be used as the tin-blate manufac- 
“4 * oe 3 

turers understand ee valuee thi 
* ait Ks 2 ‘ ma 2 NE aE els a oe 

8 is another confectim.Lt is peanucgs 
a ee cov red with chocolate. As I passed thru Greensboro, N.C. I noticed in one 

of the svores this was displayed..and as it is understood beter, more of 

4t is going to be made up into this form, Here is a breakfast food. I am \ 

the way, one of the neoet breakfast foals that you or anyone else has 
ever seen. It is a combination of the peanut and the sweet potato. And 
a. Vou will pardon a little cain here, 1 will state that the peanut 
and Sweet potato are twin brovhers and can not and should not be separated, 
Here is the original salted peanut, for which there is an in creasing demand,, 
and here is a very fine peanut bar. ...then we have the peanut stock food, 
Tata is Now 1, which consists of the ground nay eae into meal, much the 

same as an alfafa hay. satis is peanut meal No. 2. that can be used for mak- 
ing flours and confections and candies,doughnuts, Zu Zuz, gingerbread, md 
Q@ii sorts of things of that kind. Here is a sample of peanut hearts. It 
is not necessary for me to say that the peanut hearts must be removed from 
the peanut before many of the very fimme articles can be made, suchas pea- 
nut butter and various confections that go into candies, etc. Now these 

peanut hearts are used for feeding pigeons. Pigeon ZrO owers claim that 10 

4s one of the very best foods they have found...» ow here is an entirely 

new thing in the way of combinations. It is for making ice cream..a powder 

very sorry that you cannot taste this...Now this is a combination,a nd ,by 
. 
rt 

4
 

le sweet potato injected into it to made largely om peanuts, with a litt : cy J 

give it the necessary consistency. Here is another thing that is quite 
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» Ainteresting. this consists of the little skins that come off m& the peanuts. 

These skins are used in a great many ways. They are used ror dyes. About 50 

different dyes can be made from the skins,ranging from black to orange yellow, 

and in addition to that they contain a substance very similar to quinine... 

Tyey are using a good bit of this now as a substitute for quinine and phy- 

S@icians find it quite attractive.... Here is another breakfast food..4ere is 

a stock food, cmsists of a combination of peanut meal and peanut hay, together 

with molasses and chinaberrics. the chinaberry has a great many medicinal 

propertiesm such as sapavin and mangrove, and many other of those peculiar 

complex bodies that make it an especially valuable product thatwe are soing 

to use as soon as we find is value." 

ute period was up, and Professor Carver closed his ex= 

hibit case, the chairman, and ore par foa4to take his place aga 

une rear of ‘ Astonished committee members, however, left kr 

and almost literally speechless at what they had seena dna heard in 17! 

brief ten minutes, roused to indictae their desire that he should go on 

       

: what else this Theyw anted to know what else was in that bulky looking case 

we
e 

| 

amazing scientist could tell them concerning the peanut and its possibilities. 

So the hearing kaxanxaz: x was continueds 
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Chairman: We will give you more time, Mr. Varvere 

Garver: Thank you. 

Mr. Garner: (D+Texas) Yes, I think this 
t4me should be extended," 
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Then Professor Carver, opening his exhibit case again discussed for the 

Committee nere~vabues--of the chineberry,—ene anovner 
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his laboratory) as powdered milk ang cream,from peanuts, instant coffee 
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Sug, ca eats said "War has taught us many things. »Ccinanes i
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has touched these things in a way what is bringing to light whatwas intended ater Loh A poe eh aR 

should be brought to light, and there is scarcely a vegetable product that we 

have not learned something about. ..-If you go to the first chapter of Gene-= 

oy 

sis, we can interpret very clearly, I think, what God intended when He said 

"Behold, I have given you every herb that bears seed upon the face of the 

garth, and every tree bearing a seed. Fo you, it shall be meat.! -+hat is 

what He means about it,'It shall be moat', There is everything there to 

strengthen and nourish and keep the body alive and healthy."
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A few months after this appearances before the Ways and Means Committee, 

Professor Carver was back again,this time to discuss with 

experts the conservation of by-products he had observed going to waste 

ato government power projects. In a letter to an editor, dated May 6,192, 

he mentions this trip, saying:"I want to express my appr of the 

very fine cartoon you were kind enoush to (The artist's original 
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Leng rae Ae iy AN eat a Ge Wocaiaeas rated UNGAR 2 RLU tho AR nea caayen CAL OT LAH pa cartoon of Carver used by the editor) It is very gooc 
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"Goo, W. Carver's exhibit of products extracted from the wily peanut 

  

attracted more attention than any other feature of the ped ae thei held 

at Suffolk last week. Every day farmers, peanut growers, chemists, manufac- 

turers, merchanst, and people in all walks of life gathered around Prof. 

Carver's enique exhibit and marveled at the wonderful discoveries of the col- 

ored man’ who has shown the world the wide range of possibilicvies possessed 

by the peanut. 

"Carver himself attracted almost as much attention as the 100 or more pro-~ 

ducts he has discovered in the peanut. A full-blooded Negro, tall,eiderly, 

to 

dressed just about like the average farmer dolls up when he goss to town, a
e
 

Professor Varver was rather disappointing in appearance to many.... Two mid- 
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Such evidence of interest in the man and his work grew out of somo- 
5 byt 

thing sounder and more lasting that curiosity, however. Following a a vs ate 

a lec ture tour throuch North Sarolina in that same year, he was presented a 

neautifual silver loving cup by the N.C. Negro Farmers! Congress, “in toke   

of the esteom"=--the citation declared-~" in whichthse farmers of the South 

hold him and his service", Nor were the farmers of the South alone in taeate 

On of the values inherent in the service this scientist from Tuss« [H
e a u i apprec 

kegee was rendering ror in 1923 came a national honor when he 
q) N, co 

was selected as recipient of the Spingarn medal, given by Joel Biias : Spin garn 

  

> to be awarded each year to that American 6: Africandescent who had,during the 
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On the committee making the award were Bishop John Hurst, The of6r e 

bacenntnemientinemennmneraaned 
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Roosevelt,assistant secretary of the navy;Dr. James H. Dillard, Oswald 
  

Garrison Vilgard, Dr, W.E.B.Dubois, Dorothy Vanfield Yisher, and Dr. John 

Phope . 
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 hi in agricultural chemistry, his recent recognition oe be 

by a British Royal society, and for lectwes during the last year before 

white and Colored audiences akkkex ,particularly in the South, where his 

Glear thought and strdightforward attitude have greatly increased inter- 

racial Imowrledse and respects." 

Almost coincident with this annowmcoment(June, 1983 ) Professor Carver 

Le SEARS age 3 te ani 1 Beh Su i ‘ a ay ae i a 

was entering into an experiencs wnicnhwas a validation--if one had been 
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Arrived at Blue Ridge, and heart-heavy with an oppresive sense of WMe- 

certainty atid loneliness, Carvor set out for a walk up one of the mountain 

rails, seeking the peace and assurance ne invariably found in Nature's
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terally fell in love with those fi [H
e aa Wisitine thru 8.6. a a" 

men, so full of possibilities, and so full of the love of Jesus Christ, I 

suffered terribly with my throat all the way,and at every point I could see 

ae } 
really that they synpathised and wished they covld do something to help Meese. e/ 

O
 

I certainly thank you for your kindness and shall endeavor to do as much of 

wour work as possible, and do hope the good Lord*will enable me to do 160% 
WRC a ake ter Uni [wae 
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directed by me such strength and influence as Major Motom and Dr. Will 

Commission has Bumxxaxmma play 2 ma part in the progress 

made toward interracial understanding and cood=-will he Sotth during 

Gifficult after-war decades of 

Xi i . Hi \ 

wizextoexsnekh the psevdo revival of the Ku Klux Klan 

etween the es resultins from widespread memployment. 
j} 4 q a bea! ea “ 

oe pore aécision in A. sponsor Carver lectures on BBUXKEENH 

colleges mpuses Pie WADERS he have show Po Professor Carver 
a) j 4 “| e st 

ts 
* 

4 > ” 

lec oe were eratifying experiences .des} 9 the,fact that he labored 

art of the time under the handicap of a mekmiuxk i trouble that made 
p i B 

public speaking painful, and ih spite of thé 1ifficulties and discomforts ; Lo, 

to which he was constantly submitted in the mavtesof travel and 1 ¥ 

the 

due to the prevalent Jim Crow laws and lack of decent hotel accomoda 

available for a member of his 

Th av were 

Me tangidlé/ and vié 8 spin YW), 

Nh | 
/wixmesa NT can do so much better wi something in my hands to fk about", 

if a haven't mug ay along the lines of the puré abstract. 
fe 

fF he would insist';"I'm not much at home v 1 uhe pure abstract 

tovns- 

men, the Carver tures were like nothing heard or seen before on land or 

on the sea l Gathere 1 their chape class roan groups, 

elderly looking, broad-shouldered Negro man seated in a relaxed 

deeei-- a DOX or case , or several of them, on the r down on the floor 

beside it. (tnverteply these exhibit cases were there : seldom could 

Professor Carver be persuaded to lecture without some ich tangible and visi-~ , i | 

ble illustrations around which to center h remnark "T haventt much to gar 

Er | 
4 s Ll an eA we a / * 4 

along the lines of theories and the pure abstract he wou  
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The introducions done, ane quiet looking man arose, a tall strong=looking 
yw wre 0 pode As 

fellow who was apt to sin laa mask and forth across the stage during the early 
fs & 

s portion of his talk-~- a habit whichwas mmamekimes emphasised on those occa-~ 

Sions when his shoes happened to mamak squeak, as they sometimes did § Nor 

were his first words likely to add anything to the gravity of the moment=—"I 
VY kg aA ah 

a dil : like to hear myself introduced", the startling high-pitched votes would begin. 

"TJ learn so much about myself I never knew before. I have gathered considera- 

ble inspiration, aspiration, and a few more-ations from this introductionses.. 

i 

ed
 Now , we shall try to hit a few high places here and t mostly cthere=- Te 

An almost inevitable wave of laughter greeted these obs servations, which 

was, Of course, exactly as the professor dona 

"Now", he would continue,” I want to take you with me on a little journey. 

We will walk and talk for a little while withthe Great Cre gator, and get some 

imrormation from Him. To do this, we must get ourselves in condition to hear 

what he has to say to use Once when I was speaking in a distant city, my 

Lee
 hostess left the living room arter saying to me that I might find something 

of inserest on the radio. Whn she came back, she asked if I disliked lis- 

tening to radio programs. 

"No", Is aid, " bute I didn't know how to tune in * 

rae] 

, : 
' There are a good many of us liket , nhate- we don!tt know how to get in 

touch with the source of information; don! , know how to tune in with the Crea- 

tor. Now I am going to show you how I tune in. If you have some better way, 

that's all right. But this happens to be the method I iyself use. I am going 

to quote some verses of Srripture-- now, don't be alarmed, I'm not soing to 

preach. I'm simply going to do what many of the ministers do--take a text and 

thend epart from it, never to return. (Laughter 1) Ou Lirst verse is"Be- 

hold"-}-which means,look --"I have given you every herb that wars seed upon 
we el PART a ne s hich one ‘ : uw, ¢ . r * a + the face of the earth , aid every tree bearing seed. To you it shall be meat", 

j
e
 Second:"I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me": next, | 

" { \- we <t y ALTER A TIS yw -y i i In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct tny paths", now for the
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Pay
 fourth verse: "there is much food in the tillage ot the poor".Now we are 

Jt
 

. ready for two verses that are to bring us into closer tune with the Creators 

"The earth shall be filled witht he knowledge of God as the waters tover the 

sea": "Bohold, £ show you a mystery".. Now for the final turn of the dial 
a/ 

that is to put us into kmmek tune;:"Open thou mine eyes that I might see +e 
v 

wondrous thing s_ ous of thy aa 
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see and old the mysteries out of his lawe c
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Taking a simple rubber band out of his pocket, he would stretch it between 

> a+ ire ye my WN gy RS hy. Ne ae ea ee : aa | * + h : 

his hands. "Here is a mystery. Nobody knows why rubber stretches, Wit a Ld 

our vrofound ocrofwmdaities we don't know that. A freshman, of course, would 

S
 pai Pa Hees i | nt xe ~ a“ Ba) Hy Z ep gekt eens We aa Fuses py ee ee 

1s djview. Nature ft T oniee Nad a Letter Twom a Ganacian In Vain» j N 

i f ne ie HR OTs pe i é f - tau sin hye RL Es Tl og nO ATA STE al akc anak Ebel e 

7s vases long--explaining his theory of why ruoopser stretcnes, and king what 
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coolio nts TL weaviied, 'T don't koow.s! There are vysteriesint he world. 
C+ nGoomn 

We ave besinning to understand some of them. Now we are ready to say, 'Mr. 

fr ot 38 PE NRL 4 Pie aes) an etal mn _ in od oA Q ses my me 

No e a t O hg 9 hi Want pu @) tik h Vy aI We bh abd OU TC th 9 G iy 8 at HOT. ne) Oe Vy Fy ' 

A) Lape y 
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'T'm surprised, this belongs to the an tinive. the finite cennot Brasp 

the infinite, Suppose you narrow the extent and increase the intent,! 

Well, then, Mr. Creator, I'd like to know this: Why did you make the 

peanut?! 

‘Itve given you a few brains. I won't say how many, but some, Here is a 

peanut. Take it into a laboraotory md analyse 

to find the answer to your question. 

J due} Boe 2 rt | 
Bi 4 4 pe : e Cae a Fis Hk HE ae we a K ay ett | 

“So we take the peanut and analyse it and tind ou that it is made up of 
‘9 " mary t 46 " vind es at res wv 

“ 

Plight atarosinzguny pentose , -penbosing-ar ack. iny-aorarachin;-amino- acids,s- 

( ian Ni-o ip va Aft rere bp (Sere CL 42-6 bh 

¥ Veet od 

i ae ! COs es aa ie 

prone tn -Starches- SUMAT se see Now you know oxackyliv i 16 Jin ea peanut ) , 
C yy) 

—
 

  

Now the Creator says "you look puzzled.M eh. Me ar 3 

' 7 am'. 

if 7 ! Oe fe | eae pa at ton! Vise stn ry 4- £ Sa Nay i sf a lami owrng Py 

(Well, you know what you've taken out or a peanut. You know what Dr. 
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the syvnthéaéte ev 

slosson and other chemists are saying about adding a fourth kingdom,to the 
Ly ‘ ae AY yer 

familiar three--aninal,' vegetable, and mineral. Before many y ars chemists 

will be able to reproduce in the laboratory almost everything Nature hag 

Wade...” 

'I see now, Mr. Creator, what you mean. I am to take theset hings and make 

wiet I can out of them.s' 

'Yes, but be careful about compavibility. Don't put thinse together tar 

! +t f Ln 1 
swear at eachotner,. by

 

i. tvou mow, Mr. Creator, so many people never touchmealaty. They owen say 

| : | wr F =r + a esa la na ows 

when they pray:0 Lord, bless me and my wife, my son John and his wife, us 

da AT dare “1,4 A i . nae 2 4. 

four and no more. I want to make something that has a humanitarian use@e 

T!d like to make something to help fill the empty dinner pail. Can I make 

i * ie b} apie a AUTH Coa oe i as | it 5 4 azln 2 Wak 

uuxiekx kind ?---- And with this, he would reach down in his exhibit case, 

bringing out a bottle of powdered milk, cine ae it and setting if on che 

table."Here we have a very deli®ious milk wnich is being used with good re- 

sults for the babies of missionaries in Africas. And here is another that 
‘ pA0 

Mr. Ghandi in India has fovwmd very helful in building mm strength ss 
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 z fi wee AS Gach product was taken from the case, and mentioned, 

4t tas placed beside the others on tne table 

" explore the crea- 
Moet us now for a few moments", he would continue, 

Mh inc v ak away f st rules and regulations md 
tivo mind. This mind dares to break away fro set rules an 

a i fs dy a oe & adlh to Seva ak A ae : € % 1 ¥ 1 d 

blaze out a trail ofn its own. In our present systme ot education & mln 

* be | ia ye es | <7 2 er i 

like that is usually in trouble-- but by and by, if). you; tet 

; ns Feat en oa won ea eae - ¢nsitutions are beginning 
$t111 accomplish something. Ft am glad some of out insitu ar g g 
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ty this group, 
my mind stays now in the emulsion group « We have been thinkin®@ of milk- 

ity takes no mental gymnustics to think next of cream. Here is a bottle of 

: rich cream; it can be made to prottuce butter. And here is a nice bottle of 
} 

: buttermilk. These arevfruit juices combined with milk--wild plum and black-~ 

Derry. Mr. Ghandi is now using both the peanut and soy bean milks in his 

diet. Here is another very interesting product, “Penol", a medicine for 

bronchtal colds--creosote and peanut oil in a combination that does not dis-~ 

turb the most delicate stomach. 

Now we come to a tangent--¥ no relation except in a subsidiary way. This 

is vinegarm and here we have a group of wheys,orange, lemon, and cherry. 

This is woreheshire sauce. Here is a postum coffee, and this is an instant 

G@offee with sugar and cream already added; needs only water and heating-- 

B& very delision drink. This is chop. suey, and this is peanut pickle@sse. 

You see, 1 am noW answering my own question. This, vo me, is why God made 

the peanut... Here is a dandruff cure, and here some more pickles, These 

are beauty preparations-- I am told that they will dothe work, I myself have 

not used them. (Laughter) " 

Thus the lecture proceeded for an hour or more, with product after 

product lifted from the case and set in its place until the table held a 

most astounding and unbelievable array of them. And all the while the even 

more astounding comments concerning them went on--Science and Keligion 

Dietetics. Tne S 5 sling in a most unheard-of manner, 

ms 
i with scintillant flashes of humour and curiosity=provoking side remarl 

r/? 
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i Apes MAN py, sealabe Pele. ; tapestry of thought and     playing A and 1) the 
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Voy a SG BER ae OSA, Gat gh NO Eig ad UA Sag ga See be a? NSERC, SG Bit at 1 : AONE, say ‘Ws haven't even begun yet to explore the possibilities, but I hope 
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EEN UN. ipo ; Seal pile BAN ae et ace i tesa Je ben ey she Cones oon a4 ~ Bg SND is ee Re Ses ig Pe eft “7 i have said enough now to show you that we can truly walk and talk with the 

i Creator, Sometimes he yNould quote, as concL usion, some linscsof verse 

which began"Study it out for yourself, my lad 
You have alb the equianent the gqutmmant. Wy RE, nt i 

Rave Hac s ees” 
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-—~ and the lecture was over. But often large groups from the audience 

stayed on for another half-hour or so toask questions and to examine the 

Gisplay of products at closer range. 

There were other lectures that went along with exhibits of products 

from clay, or miscellanaous groups. And there were, of course, many varia- 

tions from the general ovtline and procedue as here given. But by and large 

this peanut lecture was the most popular and most sought after, and contained 
; > 

ine oe the “uta seam fag ee the message this unusual scientist brought time et i 
CP ae 

igee in the nea i end thirties toa udiences al& across the continent, 
of 

lo Professor Carver it was a natural and logical thing tp spealkof Science 

4. 

ana th nd the creative mind whew rer ® 09 Scriptures, peanuts, 4d potatoes, 
} 

you happened to be smaz becturing, be it a great metropolitan church in 

New York City, Oe 2 State legislative ASsembly, ff a University campus, or 

an annual Macon County Fair, 

But to most of those who heard him it was an extraordinary thing, and 

to newspapers it was head-line news, Strange indeed were some of the titles 

bestowed upon him by the head-line writers-~ the trail-blazer, the miracle 

man, the goober wizard, a prophet of science, beneolent chemist, apostle 

of interracial avpreciation-- titles which , with one exception, he never 

would have thought of bestowing upon himself. The exception was "the trail 

blazer", "That Se ta I hope.to be", he would Bars iw want to blaze a 
7 aged iE We vA 

trail and Sesw tafe wey See eos who come after me #o follow." 

Typical of the more thoughtful responses to his lectures was that of 

an eminent sociologist who arote, afver hearing Praiesor Carver speak, 

"He combines in the most surprising way the simplicity of a child, the humil- 

Aty od devout faith, md the confidence of scientific certainty . His first 

words are apt to impress y.ou as almost childish. Then you became conscious 

s ct 

of an unfathomabie vein of mysticism an@ faith, Finally you wield to apeech- Lal
 Jo

 

t 

less wonder as he opens for you a few windows into the scientific maze 

te 

where hie feev. are so much at home.....Asked how he has made so ny d .
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coveries,he promptyy tells you 'I didn't do it. God has only used me to 

reveal some of is wonderful providences,! All his work has been done in 

t
e
 

that spirit. Chemistry is its physical basis, Dut faith 1s its inspirevicg, 

prayer its atmosphere, and service its motive. To Geo. Carver, there is no 

conflict between Science and religion." 

And there was the little boy Sy apa the Professor speak, exam e came 

to his mothe. the tollowing day, carrying a walnut and a hammer from his 

toy toob chest in his diminutive hand. "Mother", he said, "if that mand can 

find all that many things in-e peanut, there must be a lot more than that 

Dery A 

in a walnut, and I'm ee@iha\|find out right NOWeseses & type of response 

that , needless to say, was a delight to Garver when he chanced to run across 

it, as he sometimes did, particulark¥y among student audiences, @kxamuexaxttx 
this 

waxxaxdekinhkxexinexitkewarxkhnisxrssnonsax And naturally so-- for XXX WHEX 

a atts had a LJ 

to the fuskeegee scientist's mind, was the chief reason why the lectures 

should be made, the products exhibited-- mainly that there might be some 

here and there whose own minds and imaginations would be fired tog explora~- 

tion and creation of their owm...e. in Science, and “rt, and Keligion, and 
3 

in constructive 
industry, and the great broad field of human relationships. <aoo 

In college groups he frequently found them, After his week-end stay at 

Blue Ridge in 1924 (By stuient requess he had been secured for a second Ssum- 

mer for the Southern YMCA Conference) he wrote, in his report to the spon- 
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soring Councils T had a most wonderful time.Was the guest of the Virginia 

y 4a Fo ye at | ae § | I> wr i\ ae hb dn Pa Osea immales pan ye 

delegation, as you knowl Qithout—eny-attempt—at I have never 

  

sy ct
 

et a finer group of young men-- truly Christian gentlemen, The first af- 

ternoon I arrived, the personal interviews began with some of those I met 

ee | pie ilk ot is as a ang eer ti PEER. ESS hie ax y Ce, ft " ai aN ape 

last years Theve were so many that... I would begin at four in the morming 

Ty wise mad $ Jn ax a8 “ye heen Tare RE RE diane Be aa} eee sh oe Bay ert ty 

and have my last interview at twelve at night. Sometims several would come oe 

and I wovld answer their questions as best I could. More frequently, only 

one would come who desired information along vhe lines in wht h he was msost 3
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interested, i.¢., one desired to be a food chemist, another research chem- 

ist, others desired to find Jesus more definitely than they had done before, 

All wanted to know how it was possible to read God out of Nature's great 

Book as 1 swemed able to do. these interviews were most wonderful and re- 

freshing.e.. I was asked to visit and talk to two orth three other State 

delegations, but owing to the fact that immediately after supper was the only 

time at their disposal a@sr a delegation, I could not accept as the Georgia 

delegation had asready engaged my services for the two evenings. The 

second evening Dr. Britton, President of the George Foch, joined us and maje 

it very pleasant indeed, Those were truly fine young mene On elvoluntoered 

to take me to the train at Biltmore in order to get in his fifteen minute 

interview. He hal some chemical problems that were troubling him, Many of the 

Georgia boys urged me that when I come to Atlanta, I come out to see them 

at the school.,.e.. I have before me forty-one leuters from those dear boySe 

May I quote a paragraph, from one in Kentucky, which is characteristic of 

all of them: 'I sure have profited greatly bu the Blue Ridge Xonference, 

I count it one of the greatest privileges of my life. I shall never forget 

4 nm that morning when we stood on the bridge before breakfast and talked of 

the wondger1 God and how He has planned vuhe universe. We looked at the 

trees, shrubs, flowers, and weeds, as you told us of their uses. It has 

Mane a Detter man of me,! I have forty-one pictures from them and quite 

a number have asked for mxxpkekxma mine.... I met a young man there trom 

North Carolina, who is making a spcialty of food chemistry . He asked for 

the privilege of coming to Tuskeegee and getting me to help him with his 

chemistry. H ¢@ stayed 10 days. He wenta way very,very happy; I was equally 

happy to render him this little service. Since his return, this expression 

comes from his mother;'I can't express in words the appreciation I feel in 

my heart to you for all you have done for my son, You made his trip so 

; i: ia AG ames a i ‘ fe pleasant and profitable, too. You have Given him wonderful inspiration...! 
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They consu}t me about health, physical development, and it seems Like 

ing. ‘two have sent me pictures of vheir lady friends every conceivable th 

to seo what It think of them % ove At Blue Ridge, one stepped on some- 

thing while bathing in the pool and ran a thorn in his foot; he came to me 

end I wemoved it. Another got poison oak and I had to apply an old fashioned 

} 4 Ao % rh owec hag wh ib GB 

remedy to it; another had a badly sprained ankle and I showed him what to 

do for that.... The whole atmosphere seemed gaturated with Christ!s spirit 

of holpfulnesse The dear boys seemed to take special delight in making me 

ma Sh 4 TaN +arine wo Fj AAQg—_e 
very havovye This was equally SPrue Of tne pr of@ssoreais,+.. Divine love is des 

ir= 
tined to ruel the world. I beiieve despite thd many things that often 

ritate and depress us this condition is being brought about faster vhan 

many of us rOalis@..esee 

! ” mm sf 2 km ‘ ay ia Cte ONY ia “ et a oa gal a 

m2. gust from che Post Office with a peck of Tine applies irom one of the 

~ 
jis North Carolina boys..-. the same mail brought a cap from an Alabama DOYees 

f 

Two years later one of these "fine young men", then at Princeton, 
be pod 

put into written form a statement ae iy ee Po, Q, -known to 

1924 
Dr. Carver himself as his "Little Family"-- which grew out of the Blu e 

j en 

  

Ridge meetings and has added unto itself new members as the years have gone 
Oe ol 

alongs "St the first meeting(Blue Ridge Dr. Garver spoke for well over an 

oe e » 

hour to a spell bound group of interested students, He spoke of the oneness 

of God and Nature and showed thruthe products he had with him how God had 

permitted him to pierce behind the veil and bring to light some of the hidden 

i asa | ane ee OORT 

mysteries of N LN >
 ATULG» To many men life took on a new and deeper meaning that 

ay | 
f @ay, and they went forth witht eh words of the Psalmist on their lips:!0Open 

thou mine syes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law'. The fel-~ 

s + my tT i 2A ae are J » oh ~ ' a] : ae erg nes 2 ‘i He i 

lowship begun at Blue Ridge was destined to go on thru the years and a small 

group who were captivated not only by the powerful conception of the universe 

Pepresented by Dr. Carver, but by the charm and beauty of his character, cor- 
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pepe owing tke lecture in Fifth Avenue's Marble Collegiate Church in New 

York city, in November, 1924, a wave of such criticisms spread through 

the news journals, followed by considerable journalistic debate on the ques- 

tion of xie the valididéy of this man's science. the "Baltimore Sun" observed 

"Carver...has astonished New York where he recently delivered a lecture, by 

£ 2 things. One is the large number of simple products of the 8o041g,such as 

peanuts and sweet potatoes, for which in his laboratory he has demonstrated 

% new possibilities. And the other is his ascription of his success to divine 

4 

ion. As to the latter, it is refreshing to find a chemist who does ct
 inspira 

mot feel it necessary to bar God out of his work-shop. And as for the field 

e2)
 Waich he has chosen for research, it is plesant to find a scientist who is 

not engaged in the devil's own work of producing destructive combinations, 

but devotes himself tod eveloping new means of ministering to human needs...” 

The focal point pRxkhexerkkx at which criticism following this par» 

was 
ticular lecture weee aimed were Carver's asseption (As reported by the press) 

No books ever so into my laboratory. The thing§ I an to do, and the way 

of doing kkam it, comesto me. I never have to gropw for methods: the me= 

thod is revealed at the moment I am inspired to create something new. With- 

out God to draw aside the curtain I would be helpless..." That words like 

these, coming from a scientist, should immedia;yely draw iS BRXERKRERY 

obviously what xetmpkyxnnataniahtxharexbeanx "W142 ek ba, And 

sen etd names might have been expected, The New York 

Times efGerttl editorial q-exet—esd rebuke inno wcertain temms : "It is for 

chemists to determine whether Garver is worthy of recognition...It is..to 

be regretted...that Dr. YVarver in discussing his own achievments, should use 

n 

ta
 

Div Teiae ae language that reveals a complete lack of the scientific 

"Science", another journal came back in reply, “ isf so jackassical that 

it cannot even stand for relisiou reverence to interfere with tt <i." M 

Oe 
BE Professor Carver's own roply to the "Fimes" editorial was in ets. 

letter to the editor -- a reply so typical of both the thoughand words of 

this scientist then under editorial fire as to merit complete quotations:



2 Ga 

With the writing of this letter the controversy, so far as Professor 

Carvér was concerned, was over. His days were far too full, he was much too 

busy to take time out for d iscussion as to whether he was "worthy of recog- 

hition",mor was possessed of the true “scientific spirit"--even had such 

guestions been a matter of great concern vo him--which they obviously were 

Hobs. rh onots from his leuters to his "boys" indicate something of the 

fulness of his days on the campus in betwem lecture trips that now called 

hin so frequently away from home: 

Mees L am working now on micas. I have gotten 17 different things 

out of one of uhe samples I had at Blue Ridge. The micas were the ones I 

had in the little bottles. ‘Iwo new peanut products cane to my mind Sunday 

i want to work them out right away... 

Oe. sk Bad such a wonderrul day all day yesterday. One of the most ine 

1 
i spring sermons I ever listened to was delivered by our chaplain on "Thought", 

| 
Fa bane 2 Ae 5 4 ~ oh ~ mrt | My volunteer Bibie class in the evening numbered nearly 100. I had as my ; 

subjecu tHow the persimmon trees talk’, This was suggested Bat. by a young 

man coming to me with four types of persimmons, some ripe, some green, some 

fiat, sone long. I tried to show what God meant in making them that way. It : 

seemed to have stirred them up wonderfully, they say they never heard any~= 

Civee Tike Tt sey es” 

Nov « 7= 1923 

" a A das 1 * q- vant so ies amn4 aw Soc 4 + + PO rye bets really love to paint... My ambition is to paint a flower or a 

fruit so that you can see God in it. Some say I have attained to some do- i 

gree of SUucCESSeeee" I am making “ip enough paint now/f or a box car .this 

/ 4) 4 Ce ie 

is to we used for an advertiggment. I shaly ‘We ein ma kink OP foodsseoducts 
— Lo 7 j (/ i / 

ay weg ae) ; Vs 

as sannl s/s seon as I can ‘gqt/to ites..." 
/ Jane 25,1924 

s *.-LOU ask me now what = am doing ? Well, it is hard to say, I have se 

   



-ev7# many things going on, and people from the N.E.S. & W. are 

information. One man representing the Great Coosa River Power 
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Mone with the hope of 
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enlisting my interest and help 

R==-- CGhocolate Co. has 

also a multiplicity of problems they have submitted. A big manufacturing 

plant in Chicago who manuf 
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{ out. Another man 
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from Atlanta was here 

ve many = 
v a he 

pent the day to see 
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 tion with their immense 

¢loth of various kinds on 

  

a @igentic scale. Thoy say just name your price,money is no object to us, 

we want your services, I could not do it because I do not think God wants u 

to sell ont in shat way. 1 am going to straighten them out on some knotty 

problems....0,how 1 wish the young people could get a vision of what the 

world is demanding oa Pen every day someone is begging me to phease 

eome end talks... 2 cannot go now as much as I used to as you know £ an 

getting aiong in years and cannot sit up and ight, like I used 

a Ol. ae” 

1923 

Oa ey Oy 24 to me last Sunday while listening 

  

on an Afrixan clergyman. He rekated such a D B AT a a Wb Gs cate Eh ga n pa~ 

thetic story of a native girl who became a Christian, became ill, and soon 

her gentle spirit went to the God who gave ite As Is at ad listened I 

said to myself,'Poor child, she probably died from tuberculosis...Make a 

peanut product that will be a boon to suffering humanity. Churchwas out 

by 12, we had dinnergat once.l went to the laboratory immediately after 

dinner and ina short tame I had a product that our two leading physiciang 

Say is very remarkable. It is a food and medicine combined,made from the 

peanut. It is creosote,perfectly emulsified with the peanut products. TI 

have had a slight cough since my break-dowm tn Nove,a bronchial trouble. I 

TOO Lv freely and regularly and ae
d 

BS
 it er
 9 -y stopped the cough.TI do 

problems they want 

plant
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Ht ag & hae 2 2 s “~~ Pa 4 % * e+» I tried to speak at a joint meeting of our Y.M. and Y.W.C.A. yesterday ¢ 

on the meaning of Spring. I got all of my illustrations Bnom the woods. fT 

+ thought of and longed f s
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a j- % $ Bt the b> st way to grow in 

. a4 VA wy Bee “) aan nr ua 45 daly Gan ce ae Be 18 to grow in the knowledge of the things He has created ...eeL am work-~ 

+ 7 wep = de) = } nee | 4 4 eee 1 Be 2 ing now with orange, lemon, and grape fruit peelings(rinds) and getting 

Ar é es ae Fm | ns Yn SR og x pt ia Le Vs wv on igh ; ‘ a some wonderful things out of them. eo or 30 precious stones have been 

sent to me from Michigan. Stone cutters and geologists, they say, are 

puzzled to knoww what they arem, and thought I might teil them...It will 
however 

take some time to work them out, but I am sure I can do it. They are not 

diamonds as they think. they are wonderfully brilliant when cute 

: ber you were here Ir eceived several packages of precious 

stones for identification.... I did the best I could, God directing me. I made 

two very full and careful reports, descriving the strata in which each 

was found, tracing them vo an ancient river bed. I also named each gom, 

eee ef80logists have taken my statements,searched t 

and found them absolutely correct. Of course I never was inthe State and 

know absolutely nothing about the geology of the state,except as the rocks 

told me. gob advises that we get in kmwgk league with the rocks, meaning 

hoet Goo will speek thru them te yous...” 

this man to whom the rocks speak an understandable language was then 

mn b
s
 sixtieth year-=- an ase at which some men begin toretire in sane mease 

ure from the most strenuous pursuits in whivhthey have engaged. But there 

 



SS 
Se

 
P
E
E
D
 

= 

a
 

: + 

sod 29 = 

was to be no such retiring from the metemid-stream gumrantxof affirs 
tre bs ree Cate 

Fen Yrofes 1 

or CGafver for many years yet to come. Although he had spoken K 
of himseff as “getting along in years", and thus unable to travle as widely we 

oi
 

as he had done, the coming years were to prove him equal to an extent of 

travle, and to demands for public appearances, beyond any he had yet en- 
4 

visioned. Late in 1924 we find him, as eager=hearted as a youth of 25-~ mk 

Se
ed
 

making plans for his work for the coming year, and for other years ahead, 

writing to the "Manufacters! Record", in November, 1924 ;"I believe that 

the South is the riehest section of the entire Uhited States, on account 

of its undeveloped resources. I believe, withthe Manufacterers Kecord, that 

the time is ae ripe for the development of a number of them.... I want to 

nake my Exhibit at the Southern Exposition in New York next Je inuary, which 

is strictly a Southern Commercial one, of the highest type. I should like 

to show you a few things that are really astonishing saa reins one to wonder 

why they have not beend eveloned before." ~~ Randxkkoxax ue ae 

Ko 
observed the Asheville Ci 

Ae Hila fe ae, QU ay peg Be US setae Wn ee ny * is 
OL ZS n+ npc j.e Ve 7 QUO G a bone Le tter Te oes   

columns, " is the map of much of the South's future greatness”, 
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“Puskegee Institute, Alabama. 

November 24, 1924 

To the Sditor of the New York Times 

Times Building 
New York City 

My dear Sir: 

I have read with mucn interest your editorial pertaining to myself 
in the issue of November 20ta. y 

i regret exceedingly tnat suci a gross misunderstanding snould arise 
as to what was meant by "Divine inspiration. Inspiration is never 

at variance Witn information; in fact, tne more information one has, 

tue greater will be tie inspiration. 

paul, tie great Scholar, says, Second Timotny 2-15, "Study to show 
toyself approved unto God, @ Yorkman tiat needetn not to be ashamed, 
Yigntly dividing the word of truth." 

cd 

Again ne says in Galatians 1-12: "For I neither received it of man, 

neitner was I taught it, out by tae revelation of Jesus Christ." 

Many, many other equaliy strong passages could be citad, but these 
two are survficient to form a base around vwhicn to cluster my re- 
Marks. in tie first verse, I have foliowed and am yet rollowing 
tie farst word © studs. 

{ am a graduate of tne Iova State College of Agriculture and ve- 
chanicai Arts, located at Amss, Iova, takinz two degrees in Scientific 
Agriculture. Did considerable work in Simpson College, Indianola, 
along the lines of Art, Literature and Music. 

In Chemistry, tae rollowing persons nave been my inspiration and 
guide for study; Justin Von Liebif, Dr. Leroy J. Blinn, Dr. Ira 
Remsen, Drs. L.- Le De Koninck, ©. Diets, Robert Mallet, vYilliam 
G- Valentin, J» Meritt Matthows, “dwin 5. Slosson, M. Luckiesh, 
Harrison 5. Howe, Charles \hiting Baker, Helen Abbott, Michael, 
Mad. Currie, Geo. J. Brush, Charles #. Chandler, G. Drdgendorff, 
Frederick Horfman, Josef Bersca, arthur C. Wright, M. W. O'Brine, 
Lucjen Geschwind, Stillman, ‘/iley, Dana, Ricaards & ‘joodma, 
Harry Snyder, Coleman and Addynan, Meade, Ostwald, Warrington, 
Winslor, and a number of others, all of which ars in my own li~ 
brary witn but few exGeptions. In Botany, Lopdoa, Wood, Coulter 
Stevens, Knignt, Baily, De candole, Pammel, Bessey, Chapiman,  



Editor, New york Times, 

Gray, Goodale, Youmans, Myers, Britton and Brown, Small, and others. 
fnese books are also in my own library. Dietaries, Henry, Richards, 

Mrs. Potter Palmer, Miles, Wing, fletcher Berry, Kellogg, Nilson, 
and others. 

In addition to the above, I receive the Leading Scientific pub- 

lications. JI thorouch, 2erstang 3272, ara.8CLonbierg-to~” 
eho the whotsWrld-is.aerely..the. Seanid-et=chentrest—foreee-or 

erial electrons. i so not belong to.tais.elass. I fully 
ree ‘Wrtirtfe"Rt. Rev. Irving Peake Jonnson, D- De, Bishop of 

Colorado in a littie pamphlet entitled "Religion and the Super- 
natural. It is published and distributed by the Prinity Parish 
of your own city. I cefy any one who has an open mind to read 
this leaflet through and then deny there is such a thing as Di- 
vine inspiration. 

  

In evolving new cre: i I am wondering of what value a book 
would be to the crea beens is not a master of analytical work, 
both qualitative and ¢ ay i_oan see reaaily his neow 
or tas BE SSE et is ans ea eee {ae mas- 
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An @zuamole 

While in your beautiful city, 1 was struck with the large number 
of Taros and Yautias displayei in many of your markets; they are 
edibie roots imported to this coumtry largely from Trinided, Porta 
mico,. China, Duten aa anc Perue Just as soon as I saw these 
luscious roots, I marvslisd at the wonderful possibilitiss for their 
expansion. Dozéns of tunings came to me whils3 standing thera look- 
ing at to2m. I ‘ould follow th2 sams or similar lines I hav> pur 
Sued in developing products f10m t.v white potato. I know of no 
one who has ever vorked with thess xoots in this Way. J know or 
no book from whicn I can got tais information, yet I will have no 
trouble in doing it. 

If this is not inspiration and information from a source greater 
£0an myseli, or zroater tian any Ons nas wrougat up to the vresent 
time, nia eared tell mo what it is. 

"And y2 snall know tho trutn and the truth shall make you free." 

Science is simply the truth about anything. 

Yours very truly, 

Director of Research and “xperiment Station. 

GWE:E  
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Chapter X - Lecturer Hxtraprdinary, conte 
1924 - 1933 

This chapter, beginting with the Southem Exposition in 

New York City in 1925, will deal with 

1l- Further public lecture work by Dr. Carver, sponsored 
mainly by the So. Interracial Commission and the Southern 

YMCA Student Comcil -- lectures taking him back and 
forth across America during the years 1925- 19335 

2- Further honors and recognitions 
Honorary Doctorate conferred by Simpson College, 1928 
Bronze Bas Relief of Carver presented Tuskegee , by 
Tom Huston Peanut Company 
Invitation from Soviet Government to come to Russia to 
carry on experimmts in cotton there «= 1931 - 

S- Gradually increasing recognition of, and respect for, him 
among scientists - Continually growing popularity 
and esteem among “laymen" groups - 

4— Criticisms of his lack of interest in commercial develop= 
ments of his “discoveries” - especially among members of 

his own race - 
And UnTirw 

5- His widened influence on southernxwhite student groupd, 
follwwing college and university lectures in 19352 and 1933 - 

6= Further excerpts from his letters to his personal friends, 
vortraying his more intimate life on the campus and on 
the lecture trips during this peridd. 

Jy



Chapter XI - Experiments in Therapy 
: 1935 ~= 19537 

On December 31, 19355, the Associated Press carried a story 
beginning " Discovery of a mineral o11 in peanuts that has aided in the 
recovery of infantile paralysis vistims was announced today by Dr. Geo. 
W,. Carver, noted Negro sGientist ssoo.- eto". Before the day was 
over, Cars were lined up before his rooms in Rockefeller Hall, and a new 
period in his work as a man with answers had berumsecesss 

This chapter will deal with his activities during the years 
immediately foblowing this AP announcement «- a period of work which 
turned out to be not only experiments in physical therapy, but of sig- 
nificance in the areas of mental and spiritual therapy as woll «« 

l- Experiments with certain peanut oils combined with massage in 
the treatment of post-infantile paralysis cases- 
aeThe astonishing response to the AP story, with hundreds of 

people wiring, writing, coming to see him for help,etce — 
beHis theory concernii g the oll-massage treatments; his belief 

in its efficacy in certain cases 
G-The Significance of the work in other than medical areas-~ 

“Srobably the most significant pnd important piece of inter« 
raCisl work going on in America today" (Dr. Moton ) 

d«Garver's complete and tireless devotion to this work 
e- Medical skepticism concerning it, and other coments 

2e Lectures and Recognitions during this period , 4 

Se Yearslong celebration of his fortieth anniversay at Tuskeegee : 
culminating with unveiling of bust of him at Tuskegee, May, 1937 

4 His severe illness and break-down,beginning in autumn of 1937 
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Chapter XII «- UP in the Seventies 

This chapter will deal with the years 1938 + to the 
Present, and will discuss | 

le Long, slow recovery(partial) from the breakedown of 1937-58 
making necessary curtailment of practically all public lectures, 

etc. 

2e Removal from Rockefeller Hall to apartment in Dorothy Hall 

S-Preparations for housing permamently his collections, exhibits, 
paintings, laboratory, etee = Building set aside for this pure 
pose, with green house, laboratory, offices, etc. ,near Dorothy 
Hall «— His work, as his strength permitted, in sonnection with 
these preparations, which go forward continuously now. 

4— Plans for, and present work on, the plans toe stablish the Carvar 
Creative Research Laboratories at Tuskegee, designed to carry on, 
under the direstion of his present assistent, the work to which 
Dr. Carver has devoted his time and energies for years. 

5 His continuing work in his laboratory today 

6= Recent awards, recognitions, honors 

aeSchool at Ways, Gas, dedicated to him by Henry Ford 
beTheodore Roosevelt Award for distinguished service in the field < 

of Science «~ Presented in New York City, Fall of 1939 
G- Speaker on 9th annual Herald«Tribune Forum «- "Chemistry ani Peace" 

Fall of 1939 

7o Excerpts fromf his letters to hig friends during this period 
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May, 1941 

Ce ee ee ry 

This concluding chapter is designed to be somewhat in the 
naturey of a “Postword", sigilar to the "Féreword, May, 1935", in 
that here the author comes back into tho story in person «=< the 
opening paragraphs to run something like this: 

"It 4s now @ight years since that morning in May, 1933, when 
I sat awaiting the arrival of the chapel speaker at Woman's College 
fn Greensboro, North Carolinas During the eight years that have come 
and gone since that May morning, I have come to know George W, Carver, 
who was merely a name to me then, not only as a genuine and greatly 
cherisheé friend, but @s a man of lasting significance and impore 
tence in the life of America; a man who set out to find answers to 
the questions in his own wmusual mind, and foumd them -- not alone 
for himself, but for many of his own generation and for generations 
yet to COm@eees. 

"Today a letter arrived from Tuskegee Institute-- a letter 
beginning 'My esteemed friend, Miss Crisp! -~ and with it, a wealth 
of treasured recolleaticons overflowed in my memory: scones and words 
and incidents were again fresh aid new in my mindesesee 

Her 11 follow first-hand stories of conversations I have 
had with Dr. Warver at Tuskegee--in his laboratory, his office, on 
the campus, at Dorothy Hall.s. chosen to portray, in simple direct 

manner the tenor of his days during these past & years; the simplic&ty 

of his daily life; certain characteristic oddities and eccentricities 

of his natures his response to the honors, publicity, etc. heaped 

upon him; his joy in his close friends; the enduring values of his 

unassiming personal influences; the very human and prectical -<yet 
inherently profound nature of his “answers” essere 

 



  

This concluding chapter is designed to be somewhat in the 

natureyx of a “Postword", similar to the "Foreword, May, 1933", in 
that here the author comes back into the story in person -- the 
opening paragraphs to run something like this: 

"It is now eight years since that morning in May, ie when 
T sat awaiting the arrival of the chapel spsaker at Woman's College 

in Greensboro, North Carolina. During the sight years that have come 
and gone since that May morning, I have come to know George W. Carver, 
who was merely a name to me then, not only as a genuine and greatly 
avert ahead friend, but as a man of lasting sienificance and impor- 
tance in the life of America; a man who set out to find answers to 
the questions in his own unusual mind, and found them -- not alone 
for himself, but for many of his own generation and for generations 
YOt GO COM@s..c.-. 
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"Today a letter arrived from Tuskegee Institute-- a letter 
beginning 'My esteemed friend, Miss Crisp! -- and with it, a wealth 
of treasured recollections overflowed in my memory; scenes and words 
and incidents were again fresh and new in my mind.....e. 

Here will follow first-hand stories of conversations I have 

had with Dr. Carver at Tuskegee--in his laboratory, his office, on 
the campus, at Dorothy Hall... chosen to portray, in simple direct 
manner the tenor of his days during these past 8 years; the simplictty 

his deitly life: certain characteristic oddities and eccentricities 
of his nature; his response to the honors, publicity, ae heaped 
upon him: his joy in his close fr Lends; the enduring alues of his 
unassiming personal influence; the very human and pra an --vyot ‘ 

inherently profound nature of his Monswors" ee... 

 



For: Mr. Ryerson 

Notes concerning Carver MSS, materials, sources, etce 
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Concerning source materials: 

4 For chapters I thru III, I have depended almost entirely on Dr. 

Carver's personal recollections, as he has told them to me, The 
vagueness concerning dates, lengths of time spent in certain places 
etc.e, grows out of his own lack of certain knowledge about these 
thingse He does not know for sure, for instance, when he was born; 
nor is he sure just how long he remained in Neosho -- just how long 
he lived out in Beeler, Kansase I have endeavored as best I could 
to “check and double-check" on such matters -- but there is bound 
to be a vagueness here, Probably some statement concerning this 
should be made in the Foreword, when it is written into hig final 
forme its 

T have so far omitted foot-notes of any kind; I hope it will not be 
necessary to use them. My idea was that for a book of this kind, 
desisened for popular reading yet aspiring to be an authentic source 
book as well, foote-notes might be omitted, and a Bibliography at the 
end, with the "Acknowledgements" in the beginning, be counted on to 
take care of quotation sourges, etc, 

For chapters IV and V, I have used materials which are not, I think, 
available to anyone else thus far. Both Mrs. Milholland and Mrs. 
biston, who furnished hasic first-hand information for these chape 

} ters, are now dead. The Milholland MSS was sent to me, to use as I 
saw fit, by Mrs. Milholland's daughter-- after Mrs. Milholland's 

| deathe in every story of his life I have seen, except one brief 
| sketch by Frank Beeler, all mention of his years in Highland and 

Beeler is omitted. The statement is made that it was a college in 
Iowa thatr efused to admit him-- which is, of course, wtrue. When I 

) first began to talk with him about these early years, he had for» 
gotten the name of the college, After I ran across the sketch by 

| Frank Beeler, and mentioned it to him, he was able to recall much that, 
I judge, he had long since forgotten concerning the Highland and 
Beeler period. The point of this here is that the materials used 
for these particular chapters are perhaps of wnusual value , in that 
they have not heretofore been made available to the reading publice.. 

Matetials for Part TI have come chiefly from these sources: 
; 

| 1l- Personal observations and conversations on the Tuskegee Institus 

campus, during my visits there during the years 1934- 1940 

2—- Study of the materials in the Institute Library, concerning 
The history of the school 
The life and work of Dr. Carver 

S= Letters - 
A file of letters from Dr. Carver to Mr. Hardwick, covering 
the period 1925 = 1934 
My own letters from Dr. Uarver - 1933 =~ the present 
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s Notes, conte 
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Copies of(And some originals) letters to Dr. Carver, a mis- 
cellaneous group furnished me by Carver 

4—-Conversations with various people I have found here and there--peo- 

ple who have known Dr. Carver in some way or other; some who have 
not known him personally, but know of his work, etce 

5- All written material I have been able to discover, in magazines, 
newspaners, brief sketches in books, otce, etce 

6—@ Concerning Chapter VI = A brief discussion of Tuskegee Institutes 
its origin, nature, atmosphere, etc., seemed to me necessary to 
a real understanding .of Dr. Carver's work, and of his daily life 
there. 1 think that the fact that this School is the kind of 
place it is has had much to do with the kind of contribution he 
has been able to make in the various areas of American life where 
his influence has been, and will be, felt. +his explains the in- 

clusion of Ghapter VI as an introduction to Part IT. 

7~ The partial out-lines for the un-written chapters = X thru the 
"Postword"~- are intended as purely suggestive, and are not to be 
taken as actual outlines. These may, in the writing, shape up 
differently from the suggestions as here given. But these sug- 
gestions will indicate the nature of the rematnder of the story. 

8= The article enclosed was written as a part of class work last sum- 
mere It is enclosed here as additional suggestion of the nature 
of the bast few years of Dr. Carver's life= and as indication of 
what is “yet to come” in the unwritten chapters. 

9- The "Postword" idea may not be a good one, and could easily be 
dropoed out. The idea was that I could here say more vividly, per-= 
haps, thru the medium of conversation, some of the things about 
him that it is difficult to get into a narratived about him. I 
have thought,too, that it could be made to round out the whole work-- 
being balanced against the Foreword, chapters outside the main 
bédy of the narrative, yet actually an important part of it. But 

L May be wrong about thise.s.ae,. 
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es should have gone along with the MSS, but were accidentally 

1nG 4 They follow Chapter IX - 
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Concerning Dr. Garver in Highlend and beeler 
  

l- What was the size ot the town of ened at this time -- about what 
was its population ? bow bo ca Lotune 

2-as the life of the town centered chiefly in the ip deh ace ig or were 
there Other major intercsts that held the town @ogetner ? Winery 
Auk H Chub - Creal TO A 

S-If there were others, what were they -- mining, ete., ste. ? 

    
} 

4—Wias Highland University a_church-endowed and a college ? 
  

® re & j 

If so, what church or dendmination ? NUAtyy ve ir CUA, Wiener 

a 
Or privately owmed md controlled 7? Wy» 
  

Or a State- awned and controlled institution ? WW 

5-What was the approximate enrolment of the University at this tiuwe ? 156, 

es 1 ee eae 
6-lias it co-educational, or a college for men students only ? We-ter 

LD ‘ nf im + 4 ” 4 ba 4 ‘ ‘ €> cl, ge REE are 2 & said 4 feria tie atudents live in the town or in dermitories + Ow” a 

PVT pers 

SeI[s this University still in existence ? 4A 

9~Did that 6éver having heard br. Varver say why it was he happened 
to ehooge Highland ‘niversity, as Guy col LLeg 6 to which he would apply 

re ra A Lor admiss Hae H &, re Oey ne Jw fr Cre ¢ OC ro ft y~ f aw VRAAA ttt hy i 

é 
E ba 4 

fy 
Py A i 

lo- He was probably tne first negro who had applica for adinhission % / (Rt 

Da flee Mere, HE é VV, ACM Ace Dor hor- Boe Ca Ula eer 7 tog h¢ 

a MLG Lae, flechtiic of Afro the ¢—-kater VVLOP PLE eb (Oe is Z 

dort was the decision of the board rgther than of, tne president mee 
bd that he Snhouia nov ve aailitlea § Othor gh wedded. Sn ee.  eedeba 

  

Me, Pega pla Mint Cibketleoucd, tt 7 

aot I ote hag Pray | 
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lee Do you recall how it caime to be known that he had ay refused ad- 

mission to the University * Ar tt cf i4 f tiie 4 . TU Ah Qa _ 

  

1z- Was there a great deal ot discussion about it in the town and in 

the University itself, with groups siding strongly either with him 

or saint him ? > eyo meant Zt A Adena ne oom mye : 

: ; é j ij 

bs cams ‘oe ta fA, oa we 4a. wy : 

  

14~Do yer lide anytaing of how tne Lo dtl 
/ 

Ot / 

  

    
      

    

4 

15<Where did Dr. Carver stay wnile this was going on ~~~ With someone 

in the town, or - some Little shack by himself, or did he leave tne 

() eaete immedi a hand ¢ MO Arty A Ofou Ay Ov YY oy far ) ; ft “¢ Bee i 

Le Ad Mv A 4 Or ry ont tf \ ett. Ae & th : ac fo 2 a “4 fi 

‘arr €, id Ut Yihar, Mitleg hs tages a mel. ae | 
Aopth A o A dpe, Key Ra le or ep fathn Y Auch} 

“ CWE é ee fe! oa Aw up ii : cd a 4 
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r é f 
f oe gs ph. 0 hh 
“nn? At Att? 

you 

1é-Were you at home wnen this, happened, or were_in les lloines at Drake ' 

University tnen ? SL tuetict ~— Mgt f cater eof Ant. toner Ly art hh. 

bi ch 47 woe Pr Ae dire vr frets Lerner they on 

17-De you happen to remember how it was that Dr. Carver came to work 

on your father's farm-- Did your father and mother, in protest against 

the decision ot the Board, make an effort to get in touch wito him 

and help him by givingy work, Or did he Sage agin to apply to : em a 

his search for something to do ? sh “ae OAL fad - Karwan “from Pes. 

Oe A oe Upte, ” Trte they Po + hur na cone pe a fered, f 

OY ARAA fn Oo of At: eae i ha Cy k, Ma é ‘4 jf ts A tres i. SY ve ve 

Soe 
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    What king of work did he do for your tatner 7? FO. Lee DR {Ste/. 

fi} TA fuk Me 
oh 9 f ( f : , fe 
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e
 

ae ‘ , frat g ¥ Lady LOB IAE 

 



19-Were there many colored pegtle living in or around Highland at that 

time ? {yaar A 4 oO iets - 
4 q 

20-4id colored and white hs her PE gO to de) Same public stage ig" in, and 

around that yi, V hes b then, , 2 NA ~ Ure fiat er Colored. PAM honther 

) Aap’ Gj Tere GEL a ni Woe) LL ening VALLI & fH SAL AS eae 

ol-After Dr. Carver had worked tor your tatner, your Tami ly was very 

much interested in him and tried to help him in any possible ways ? 

was 
te 

22- You often saw and talked with him wnen you were at home on vaca~ 

tions from Drake 7? \ ad 

{oJ 

23= What would you say 8 pay to be his most unusual characteristics 

7 A ' 
at th ot t 4 ‘ AY. Ao caer @ Neo ty aan €. Ahaha! 4 ie fr ~ J ae vd anol wh Ruortpr Lp LIAS f 

‘WA A, a me i ; afl A Arua Cr Pe La ; i f # £ fA Bas tf FIV) < £ ro? AA £ fe is f i Pe, 4 “ff A. , B 

g i ) Zé  F- dll a 

YO fA 4 ag R a f f 

  

quad 
UA 

we    elt Pop Say 

a hace wh at She is se ere ? Pe ph voy a 

25@De you recall how he nappened to come Ain to you at Secler-- Ww as 

    

it at your BREE of tion, or his, or whose iY iv ke Leteatud S Mont : 

of fev ? ai f Ny Le : 
/ “~~ 

A herd : a ig 4) He api be hee jer Lt “at € “lee E OPAL Vl t Ott) 

| 

| ©, ; if 3 Fd rN a f 

roa q” VER: Pepi: alte. Soa re ja ye $e rey 44 ( . A rol, ron pe 

iy pea i COL ple jaa pt a a Flan , f 

ied / 

play: “pO KH Ot 
VASA 

26-What size town was Beeler then 20 fri And what was its principal 

interest ? Farmety ¥ frag att gy ¥ ge 6 

It was given your neme because you surveyed it * lf CLA = ‘ “4 

 



i-f Sys 

p-4 

o7= With whom did Dr. Carver study painting, music, etc. while he 

stayed on in Highland, after he was not allowed to matriculate at 

tne University * simply by himseif, or under the instruction of 

some of tne University facult a aided by other people in town ? 

[yy furse~ Act 
y 

a 

28~ orl was a “dry Claim" ? ee vfrrevee’ 6 (60 Acre, Hh 

ae pe tin PU fl PAW er Ty 

a; 

é ne one 
: : bo j be 

Wheat did it mean to “take up a dry elein * 7% 7 Use We ap 

Oy ye oe 
29 Fj / 

/ f a Vd P . 
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ie eee “Ff or oe Ard Oe) pe Kecke Ay ittlecu i Wg 
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29~- Are any people still living for whom oy wor ked on tne Yrege~Steeley 

Live Stock Co. ? If so, who are they ? Sra “a ¥ On a aye oh Rit rif ~ 

Ranch 
i 

30= Do you happen to know why he decided to leave Kansas and go to 

Winterset, lowa * VD 

wn in Highlend especially 
Zl- Were there other families like your 0 

ds as your people were : 
interested in him and whe were nis frien 

If so, who were tney, and do they still live in Highland ? 
ted TY “tht ’ Yy P 

“}Y¥LMe Lyk bored, ied Aa Pr A frre 

arrmnaan de « Wey Ae phe. ab “bs Reh-y, TM y 7 Aaethrr, 13 acrrdtan, Yo hte vad 

rian BAA tf i ON) Vi Aer “eo we 

3oWhat was the country surroynding. Highland eda ere? time-- 

flat plainsVfmé. torests\7e%.. mountainous. “Whiily and 

rolling.. et. Webl » pu hinges ieAecd.. * COMPA Alvar y isolated 

section of/ country Dev oN « gi! om PR ming country wtAxe% «6 710 act, 

Loa i: om bf Hnrctee ORE % esl. yy Fite big Vas ee th a Pe kit foe VAI vette. 
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glad ye hay tro 

 


