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My first meeting with George Washington Carver is a clear and cher-
ished memory in my mind. On a morning in May, 1933, I sat in the Y.W.
C.A., office on the campus of the Woman's College of the University of
North Carolina, at Greensboro, awaiting che arrival of the speaker for
the chapel convocation. As General Secretary for Religious Work at that
college then, I was at fHimes responsible for securing speakers for the
chapel programs. Some months earlier Mr., “Yames T. Hardwick, of the
Southern Student Y.M.C.A. staff, had written me, saying We are arrang=-
ing a series of lectures bry Dr., Georgs W. Carver in colleges and uni=-
versities in the Hast and South. He is a very unusual speaker, as you
know, and one whom students long remember, I am writing to inquire if
yvou would like to have him ak for your students while he is on this
Lo As a result of this inquiry, the engagement had been made,
and the date for Dr. Yarver'g coming to our campus arranged.

v -
And now, today, he was to come, As we sat wﬁbing, I was conscious

of the sense of unsasiness I always felt when I had scheduled a chapel
speaker whom I myself had never heard. And of Dr, Carver I knew little
except ,vaguely, that he was a famous Negro scientvist and .ecturer who

e

had made from peanuts and sweet potatoes a number of extraordinary pro-

duets. But now Mr., Hardwick was at the office door,saying, “Well, huls
out and meet him--wetre parked near the auditorium" . &s we
he drive I saw the venerable-looking "chariot™, as they
car of wvery ancient lineage which they had acguired for

transportacion on this particular tour; and as we came nearer, there

was our speaker, sitting quietly waiting for us on the 1ront seat of
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the "chariot", behind him the high-piled seeming confusion of collection
cases, boxes, branches of troes and shrubs, rocks}and slabs of earth
which formed, I was to learn, his custemary traveling equipment,

“mhis is Dr., Carver", Mr. Hardwick was saying, and a voice peculiar-
1y high in pitch was replying, with a gentle sort of deference and dig-
nity," am so very pleased to meet you".

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly expectant, as
if placing himself fully in our hands,’'listening to our conversation as
we spoke oI the chapel program)and making occasional brief comments or
sugcestions. He looked almost feeble, his broad sheoulders slimped a
little, his words soft-spoken, his hair white above his brown-tinged
black face, when he had taken off his natty-looking checked traveling
cap. So feable, indeed, ihat when lr. Hardwik jokingly asked "Do you
think it's about time we started to get him out of here?" I quite inne-
cently answered "Well, how long does it vake to get him out b

An immediate shout of laughter from both of them greeted my ques-
tion, leaving me considerably abashed at having been so completely
taken in. But as our speaker-te-be continued to laugh, even vwhen he
had descanded quite agilely from the "chariot" and we were walking
toward the back-stage door-- ® ntinved to laugh in spontaneous, irre-
pressible bubbling-over cagscades of high-pitched laughter-- I began to
feel something of definite alarm. This man was our chapel speaker,
Would he recever himself and return vo his dignity in time ? And what
sort of chapel sp.ech was this man likely to rake, EETEERETs.

we
I might have spared myself any such concern, for now,were

back-stage in the auditorium, and the presiding professor was coming
to meet us. Turning to make the introductions, L found our speaker dig-

nity personified-- and a moment later, just before time for him te
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appear on the stage, Mr., Hardwick turned to me and said" He likes to have
prayer Befeore he talks, if you don'ﬁ mind", I closed my eyes, and heard
my name spoken --"Miss Crisp" -- in the quiet high-pitched veice I was

to come to know so well, Toe startled actually te pray, I must have

waid some words, for then I heard "Mr. Hardwick", in the same voice,

and Mr. Hardwick offered a petition., Then in a simple sentence or twe
Dr. Carver had spoken his own prayer, the presiding professer was re-
turning, and I was going down che corridor te cake my place eut in the
audience with the 1800 students gathered there for chapel, my mind at
ease now concerning the speaker for the daye.

I saw them several times during the next few days, vhen he was
speaking in and around Greensboro, and again when they came through on
their return from cthe vour ,which had taken them up inte New York City
and several eastern universities, They took me with them when xhwmx he
went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away. OR our way over, the"chariot?®

breke down, and while Mr, Hardwick and the student wheo was with us at-

tended to the egsential repairs, I walked with D,. Carver along the

edges of the field.

"This", he would say, bemding down te pick a small flower or weed
I never had noticed before, "is a most remarkable little plant. You
will note tne brilliant purple of its flower, Now that is what cdchey are
using in the manufacture of (So-and-se-and-se) ... A very useful 1lirttle
plant." He was completely at home here--on intimate, appreciative,
friendly terms with these little grasees, weeds, stones,a nd flowers
among which I, who had seen them a thousand vimes, moved a total stranger.
It was a memorable hour for me,

Returning ho.e after the lecture, someone started a song, and the
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four ef wus sang, then, song after song: old hymns of the church, long
familiar felk sengs, fragments of tunes only half-remembe.ed-- the high
tenor voice of our speaker souxdl ing clear and true with t he eothers,
"That song always reminds me", he would say now and then, and go on to
tell us of some cherished recollection connected in his experience with
that particular bit of music. As bl by bit these tragments of his
1ife stery appeared, and 1 began in my mind to piece them all togecher,
I was increasingly excited ever the astonishing nature of tne story as
a whole-- the story of the 70 years this man had known, from his birth
as a lituvle black siave child on a missoupﬁi plantation during the
closing year of the Civil War, to his presunt status among the most
well—knﬂwnuﬁékenLlsts of uhe world.,

Discmssing it with Mr. Hardwick the following day, I enquived
if there were biegraphies of him already available er being prepared,
and was bold that there were none. Many newspaper and magazine stories,

Brd & lriel stoy of hig [,

Ajﬁ’t as yet, no real bloprmnhy. Semehow we carg around to the conclusion
that this piece of work should certainly be begun, and begun now, and
that we mightv start outc te work en it ourselves, ill-equipped though
we knew ourselves to be for any such undertaking. Dg. Carver's own
warm and enthusiastic endorsement of the idea served to vitalise our
conclusion-- and definite details for the ini.ial stages of the project
took form, the firgt item being that I should go to Tuskeegee Instltut

+o Qg S .
when I was free ¥ o begin work with D.,. Carver on the storye.

50 the idea for this boeok was born, and so it was chat on a Sunday

e
arternoon in June, , L found mysell on a train out of Atlanta with

8 ticket that read “Chehaw, Alabama™., As I left the train at the di-
minutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue uniferm of the Tuskeegee

Institute cadets appreached, touched his cap, and said"You are Dr.
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Carver's guest ? The car is waiting here"., The drive was brief, and

we were soon passing through the gates of the Institute campus and draw-
ing up before Derothy Hall, one wing of which is the Guest House. Gra=-
ciously received and assigned a room by Mgs.'Martin, the hostess, 1
was told that I had arrived just in time fer ‘1ea, and was invived te
come direcvly inte che dining room, .uere, where we were served by nome
Economics students, several other guests were already assembled-- this
yuest House, as 1 was soon to discover, being a place where one may count
oen meeiing interesuing people from all parts of the world. it is a
deiightful experience to be a part of this group, as 1 have realised
time arver time .

Dr. Carver, or Professor Carver, as many on che campus still call
him, lived in nockefeller Hall, they told me, and had been busy receliv-
ing visitors all day longe. Greeting him by telephone, L made an appeint-
mant to come and see his laberacvory and office early tne follewing morn-
ing, then walked for a while &n the June twllight on the bread peace-
ful campus., raced with the immediate reality ef actually beginning this
venture we had planned, I was suddenly overwhelmed by my own smallness
and inadequacy for the task.:-put something of c¢he peace of this lovely
campus , upen which the man of whose Life 4 was to write had walked among
his students for 35 yearsg, must have flowed into my troubled mind, for
L was asleep early, eager for the morning To cone.

At nine the fellowing morning 1 was at Milbank Agricultural Hall,

v 5 - 2 s
enquiring Irom a student whom 4 met/ln the corridor where I might find

Dr. Carver, and being shown into nis off'ice. And if I had been concern-
ed ever his seeming loss of dignity just before his chapel talk in
treensboro , even more concerned noew with t he awful prependerance

of it | This solemn elderly man who rese from behind his littered
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desk to greet me with such distant formality and chil. reserve ceuld neot

possibly be the same Dr. Carver who had walked with me so recently in

the edges of the f'ield, calling the weeds by name; who had lirte#his

voice with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot I rer
a moment or uwo L was panic-stricken, but happily some casual remar k
brought laughter to the surface, and the ice of shyness and self-con-
sciousness was comple.ely gone, melted in vhe sun of laughter, oack
again now was The smmse of mutual understanding and contidence, the fun-
damental feeling of mutval inner surmise -- and we were ready te begin
our workse
I have spent many hours at ‘tuskeegee l,stitute during the years
that have passed since that June morning, for I have returned for visits
of a week or longer whenever responsibilicies elsewhere would permit
it. During che earlier visits we talked frequen.ly of Dr. Carver's
early childnood and youth, some of nis recollections-- dim at first--
becomin: clearer as we discussed tnem. L6 gave me also names and ad-
dresses of people stili living who nad known him during his student days
in Kansas and Iowa, and Irom cthese--his early friends and acquaintances--
have come many of the incidents related in the chapters demling with
that period in his life., On the caypus at Tuskeegee there have been
those who have told me of his 1ife there in the Intitute comnmunity. Orten
in giving me the name of some person who might give infermation concern-
him, he has said “Now go and talk wich him. 68 can tell you a lot
more about me than I can tell you about myself," I have foudd many
such people here and there-- though none, of course, who could quite
live up co chis preidction., Some of them have been his “"boys", whe
count themselves tortunate t® be numbdred among the members of his so=-

called "little family". Some were his rormer students; some have known
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him enly as .hey have heard him present his lectures and demomstrations;
sorie hawe known him as s neighbor and as a colleague on the Institute

Taculty. Xﬂf"
1t is rrem such sources as theset hac the materials for the s tory in

AN
the fellowing pages have come.: From Dpe Carver himself, during my trip:
to ‘l'uskeegee and in between times tnroughbfhe letters which have come

oo BLuce o :
to me wherever I have gone thesec mteslllk vears, treasued letters which
begin"My esteemed rriend, wiss Crisp"y from his acquaintances and
friends; from the excellently ordered riles and records bureau in the
Ins tizuve library; from clippings and various fraguents of fact and com=-
ment Sent me by my own rriends here and there who have been, irom tche
Irirst, deeply interested in seeing the story come to its present com-
pletion,

It would have been a better story had deorge W, Carver himself writ-
ten it. ihis, howwwer, he has had neither the uime nor the inc.ination
te de. But because of his deep and abiding interest in che endeavor,
his generous and consvant assistance with it, perhaps through even such
an inadequate portrayal as this wust inevitably be, something of the XXk
life of this extraerdinary American, and someliing of its meaning, may
eventually stand clear,

there has been ne attempt, no purpose, here to write an exhaustive
analytical study of his lire. <YThat will come later, and will be written
by uhose qualified tvo make such an analysis, such authentic evaluatione
nere the purpese and design has been simply to wrive of him as I myself

have come to know him during these pasc seven years; to tell th? story

G
of his lire as &+ have learned it .rom his eown words, his work,ﬁgis

daily lif'e as I have observed it as Tuskeegeg; and as I have heard of

it from ouners who have known him -- some intimately, some with little
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or no underscanding,

it is my cherished hope that uvhrough these pages some who read may

come to feel thatnthey,tee, have knwon Georges w, Carver; that chey,tee,

have felt themselves in the presence of an unusual but profoundly sim-
ple man-- a man with answers for many of the perpiexing problems that
haunt our hearts teday; and that they,toe, have come away, as many in

truth have come, with new vision and faith; new insights and devetions;

newly-discevered and full-flowing wells of conffidence and courage.




)

On the morning of January 641943, 1 awoke unaware that any 'W
break had ocecurrad in my cherished Iinner circls of Fbilnds. I quamb;r
that on that morning I overslept my usual hour of riging and droasagd
hurria®ly and left for work without taking t“qitig, fov a breakfaste

=
tabla ol 'nea at the haadlines in the morning n@gé; I hf‘ not far to
zo to rasech the Community Art Cantor where I worked. It wea= housed
not many blosks away in the ziviec library, a frianﬁly,mnﬁy-winﬂowed
S
rqﬂ b“i"b building in L“a/hnqniinhln tow n,&u/ Graonville, North Caro-

linP. 5’\,,,:@«—-1?\71"7‘“’3 ’7— 92:4—9*—#'1?(; IQQ‘BWM

\ = £ the_library stalf came to

&»\.m H""VY_"’&"‘-‘*\ ( (1 9_5 st %44/}/\) C/"r’r“«-.,é_ L L& . ’_’&
hﬂ&_LJﬂ&F tha mﬁwéln" nn-«aa)qw)in *q“ hand 3 l 7% T

- ) )
\
"Have 'ou sean the pd; G?{“ she asked, /and from ‘hq lool _in har ayas

I know that soriething mus’x “ba WP ONS o f / )
"Wo", I waplind. Mithat 4§ it?"

Shs hanidsad me/tha Toldad papsr, pointing to ' a gtory on the front

.

‘ pagot//I looknd, and foadysees And so it was that under the white=
o /. : ‘
0 /61 tha/uhaqnnnf ﬁamo.iel Librnii}/ﬁ learngd/ the griove

N
my friend, Dnp, Goorgae W, Carver.

NEGRO SCIRNTIST DIES RRCOGNIZED AS ONE OF
O JTSTANDING AG RIVUTWTFAL SCIRNTISTS OF THE WORLD

Thase wera tha headlines, and undernsath vwas the astory fram the

tha Asgociated Prass, the story baginning "Tuskogee, Ala,.,Jdan
Gaorgo Washington Carvor,tha noted Hegro sclontist, died today
homa in the Tuskagea Institute,

Dr, Carver had been in failing hoealth for soma fime,

went on," and was sonfinead to his bed for the past ten days,

"Born of aslava pa-ante,at Diamond Grovn,llos, ho naver» was sure

of his birthdate, but onco eatima’ed it was tabout 1864',...He will bo
Booker T, Washinge
buriad xEmemerrx in Tuskegan cometery, “heras alego lias
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ton,foundar and first president of the schoole..e.."

Thara wars many othor wordsg"Best<known for his ~ontributions to
Southarn agriculturn, he also wa=s 2 noted artist...He was an humble man
who pasaad up worldly g-in to 'work among the treas and forns and the

grass of Upod's grann sarth.. ." lany words,

Finally, I took tha papar in mv\\sndn and wont silently 1nto thae

building and down the stepﬂ to the Art /Cantar OP”icn/p workshop in the

hasAment,” Were,alond in the workshop or a‘ my offiba desk, perhaps/1I

comprahend the fact that my frisnd #;; ZONG o %
| ‘ sl

It sermod inep<dible, as death inevitably does. And yat I shoud
have boaen preparad for it, for I knew that he had been 111, On my desk
af~hamo lay a letter that had come from him only two days bafore, a lote
ter dated Decombar 30,1942, le had told ma of his i1llness, and of the
fall that had pracaded it,

"My beloved friend,Miss Orisp", the lattar began, with the charac-
torlistis salutation he frequently used in his lattars to his friend
"Mis 19 to axtend you greatings and to thank you for your splendid lote
tor, I have bean wondaring how you ware getting along sinece I had not
heard from you for quite soms timae,"

Chapastaristis alsp were the paragraphs that followed, paragraphs

a brief

that naed,parhaps, to ba read against akx background of pracoding days
and evontse I had met Dr, Carvor in North Carolina, in the Spring of
1633, whon ho wee on 2 lectu'a tour that took him to & numb-r of Southemn
and Fastnrn Bo0llere and Univarsit y campuses, Jim Hardwick, of the staff
of the Southorn Student Y M C A Council, was with him on that tour, and
the thras of us had spent ~onsidarabls time talking togethar of commonly
gshared intar-sts and aconcaerns 1 thraa of us wera constantly with stue
dents:Jim traveling throuchout the South, Dr, Carver at Tuskapgae Instie

tutn, and I at Woman's Collaga in Graonshoro,lorth Carolina, Out of thase

of discussion togathar, ard out of our many similar inter-sts and




ideas, had coma tha frisndship with Dp, Carver that almost from the mo=
mant of our meeting, served to anlarge tho horizons of my thinking, and
to opan to me new vistas of vision, now depths of understand ing ,and new
possibilitiss of spiritual achievmant,

Early In our acquaintance I inguired wheth~r I could find anywhare
a written story of Dr, Carvar's life, It se~med to me such a ramarkable
story, from the crumbs of information I had bren able to gathesr from him.
I was eacar to know moro of it,mora of his 1life and of his thourht. One
brisf biography had been written, I learned, but in it I found not much
mora than ths meagre information I already had securad, It seomed to me
that a much mors complete story now was neede? and should soon be begun.
Discussing it with Jim Hardwick, I found him in immediate agraeoment.

"Thy don't you get to work on such a book," he said, "I can help

you get the Information you will nsed at ths baginning., I have krown him

for about teh years, and can tsll you of his work duing that pariod, The
am naar aenough ‘
next timo I ®A to Tuskegee, I will go and see him and find out what he

thinks of the idoa,"

It seomed a prosumptuous idea to me,as of course it was, By whatt
far stretch of imagination could 4 consider myself equipped to rocord the

.{',L’C-%QW

life of such a man | But 4t wae notlenc=hafons I found myself actually
agreecing to undertake it, The raport from the confarence with Dp., Carvar
was that he would be glad to hawve us write tha story of his life if we
wished to do itjhe would help us all he sould, In reality, he had no
interast whatever in having his biograghy written by anyone then, but he
did have a definito,hahitual ints-ast in ancouraging any kind of work
he ~onsidared creative, when he found any "dean young paople”, as he was
accustomad to spaak of them, ready and sagor to undortake it, In our pro-
posal to write of his life, ho saw what he felt to be an urge toward the
kind of creative endeav r ha wasg always 2ager to find and to further, no

matter how busy he might be with his own much mora important work,




That was how it happened that by sarly in the summer of 1934, when

thn/tollngn year ondad and my vacation began, arrangoments had been made

for ma to go to Tuskesgeoe to begin dafinite work on our book. During the
next fivae years I was thare & numbnr of times,staying for a weak or more

the tims in the Guest House maintainad for visitors on thn Tuskegeo Ine
stitute ~nmpusgworking in the library filles, and talking wit' Dr, Carver
and with soma of his friends and associates among the Institute faculty
and stulents. We planad a book of twelva chapters, an unpretentious >
chronological narrative of the story of his 1life, At first I would send
him pacreas of questions,wlith spacaes laft blank for his answors. And he
would take the time out of his busy,erowded days to fill in brief answers

raturn the pages to mees As the first draft of each chapter wans come
plated, I would send & copy to him for his porsonal comments and suggose
tionse This was our plan of procedvre, not an ideal one,to be sure, but
tha best one we could devise at the momontd And tan of the proposaed twelve
chapters wersa actually written in this fashion,

thny things intervened to delay tha completion of tho bookiExtende
assential
ed illnessas, lack of funds for.travel and research, professional demands
that must of necoessity come firsts many obstaclas such as thesae Thare
was navar any thought of giving up the project short of ite completion,
howaver, until wa laarmed in 1939 that a Carvar bhiography hal basn come
missionad by a publisher,to be written by Rackham Holt,
Ure. Carvar wrote moe about this whan he loarned of ity and I re=

he d4id not think we should give up the idez of
proposed story,now that a full and definitive bilography was to be written,
Immadiate liO,
n

will wnite tha book wo had in mind some day", he wrote. "It

will ba difforant from this onae "

ol

Thore tha mattar sesmed to reas! for a while, but always thanra was
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in mv mind a sense of obligation to fulfil sventually his expectation and
his confidence, and I sontinuad to work at intervals asg# as I could on
the menuseript we had begun, always with his encouragomonte

In March,1940, he wrote "I think it is batter for you to hold wup
on tha wmitings of your book and profit by soma of these othors that will
come out,as I am very confident that you have data that none of chem have,
and it may be that later ong your book will be even more valuable than
one that comas out nows"

In the Autumn of 1942, however, aware of his illnsss and his ine
groasingly tenuous hold on 1life, and fillad with an vrgent desire somshow
to porteey him ae I had some to know him,while ho yot lived, I suddenly
denridad to try & clay portrailt, I had done some amatour work in sculpe

turs, but nothing approashing professional status, nothing In the nature

of a lifa=sizas bust of anyona., Spurred now by an innor compulsion stronge

£

ar than logic or rsason, I determined tC sae 1gjin the madlium of

clay, 1
sould bring inte baing any suggostion of the likeness of the Carvaer whom

I 'maw: Tha %in? ~ompassionate,pationt yot alert face, with its raflection
of both gentleness and strength, both wisdom and wistfulness. A sonsitive
faco,serene in raepose like a& mirrvor of a degp inward poaces Even as I made
the dacision to try it, I was conscious of the familiar oldsaying that
“Foola rush in whore tho angzals fear to tread", No bettar oxample of

guch a saving could ba found than this attempt I was about to make, But

"Nothing vone

I recalled also another familiar seying, one that declared
turad, nothins geined," This one, I thought, would be Dr. Carver'd own
choica of the beattar ona of th- two to follow, thas ona that he would choose
for himasalf, Then it should also ba mine,

There was clay at hand raady for use,liorth Carolina clay that we
kept on hand for use in the schildran's art classos, We foud it in abune

dant enonply on tha erask benks and hillesidas nnarby, &n excellent,plastic

elay,gray in color with vains of beautiful brick red running




like an old=fashioned "marble cake", We preparaed it for usiby the
simple expedisnt of molstening it and punning it throush a large food

grindar and packing it away in large moetal cans, Emaerged {rom the

erinding, 1t was no loncar marbled,but an ovorall warm briﬁﬁ%ed. The

children loved to work with it, and so did I, And it se~med a suitahile
material to use for a Barver portrait -« a congonial matorial, for hey
had anjoyed working with native clays himself, and had derived a nlie
ber of usaful products from his studiss of thome Ons of his mos® popw
lar lostu 'os was on various clays and the possibilitias he had found
within them. In his office at Tuskegee I had seen a numbor of small
clay plscas, bowls and vases and the like, that he had made in his
tests of various clays for thsair possible ceramic values, He had alsp
made painte from clays, and some of his own paintings)f had bean done
with eclays of diffarent colors,used in the mannar of pastels, One
of these, a glowing stillelife of three luscious praches, had bean
sought for the Luxembourg Museum in Paris.

“I had no intention of latting it go", he told me onece,when
we ware discussing it, "It will naver go as long 8s I am hare, It
would braak up my sollaetion and spoil tha exhibition as a whole. You
wouldn't take one bar of music out of a symphony or an oratorio and
sond it away somewhaore,”

Aggsembling ealay and tools end pistures of him I had saved from
magazine and newspaper articles, and summoning my own many memories
of how ho looked, I started to work to seo if clay eoul@now bo pore
suadad to yisld for me a likeness of my friend, Lang hours were spent
in the ondeavor, and finally some semblanse of a liksness did begin
to apprares I had writton Dp, Carver what I was trying to do, but he
was away Trom Tuskegaea at that time. During tha summner of 1942 he
woes far Crom wells In early July ho had written "I have boasn muzh below

for two or three wenkse,in faect have baen unusunlly ind ieposad,.




"It is most important now that peopls s-e me as 1little as possibleeee I
do hope that arrangements can be made for you to come this way at some
time, as I want you to ses my art collaction while I am hare," Later in
July he acecapted an invitation from his friend,Honry Ford, to come and

spend some time in Doarborn,Michigan, at Greenfiled Village whara lir,

Fbrﬁ had hd constructad a "Georps Washington Carver Cabin®,in tribute

to his friend,

Whan he roturnad to Tuskeges earl in the Fall, I sent him sove
eral "work in prograess" snapshots of the portralt bust as it then appear-
od,asking what he thought of ite. lis rnply,on October 5,confirmod my
fanr that tho summer trip had brought no sizeable increaso in his strength.

"I wish to say with roforonce to the pictures,” he wrote, "that my
eyes are not sufficiently strong to judsge just what they look like ,and
I am sure you are sufficiently well scquainted with ayes 80 years old
to know they have los® their power of discerning, and it 4is all I can
do to discern figuras at all, Therefore I rogret that I am not able to
pass on your work...Again, if my ayas waras stronger,I do not know how I
look,"

On Oetobar 22 he wroto again:"I have not basn 50 woll lately and
hod a very sevargspell of illness a fow days 2go and cama vary near loave
Ing, but i am hare yete, I am wondering how vou arn gotting along with
your sculpture,"

I sent anothar enapshot,and he ,aplisd on Octobar 20:"T am sorry
my oy~s wWill not permit me to pass upon it, Thon,too,you woulin't oxe
pect mo to judga 1t correctly bacause 1 don't know ho~ I look, and in my
prasaont condition would havea 1littla Intarast,as it 1s all I esan do at
the praseont time teo keep breath anourt to keo toing. We all have to

come alonz the samae road and must sececant it at as 1t comag,."
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When this latter came,I know that I must soon send the bust to Tus
kegan if it was to arrive in time for Dr, Carver to ses 1t,as I had hoped
1t might, I thus hastenad to complate it as best I could, and took 1t to
the Cosiminis, an Italian firm in Raleigh, North Carolina, wher~ cagting
into plester was done,baing unable myself to do this kind of ecrsting. It
would have baen better fired into terra cotta,as 1 knew, but I was not
sura the slay would fire well, and rather than risk losing 1t sltogether,
I docided to hage 1t cast in plaster, with several raproductions.

As sculpture, it was not good work;l was kesnly aware of this, And

clay
in the plaster reproductions,somathing of the 1life and warmth of the orige
But some resemblancs apparently was left, for the Cosi-
minia,who ecast it, told me of travelers who stopped by thair workshop and
xymm gooing the bust execlaimed "That's Carver"} His public lectures, as

wall 2s tha freguent appearance of his pieture in the newspapors in cone

noction with his lectures and hi%;cientific achisvments, had by this time

mads his fane familisr to many Americans, and the popular rafaeronce to him

wes simply his surname. "That's Carver", tho poople would say,upon seoing
VA Vi

him or his photographe I was glad that in théﬁgzst I had made there was

at least enough raosemblance to the man to call forth from travelers this

sizn of recognition.

In Dacamber,I shipped tha bust to him,knowing 1t fell far chort
of being the portrait I had hoped to achieve, yet wanting ,naverthalasgss,to
provids for Dr, Carver a tangible evidance of my asontinuing offortd to
justify the confidence he had raposed in me. s
G
I sent him,too, in the latter accompanying ths W&k, a check for

two dollers as o ~ontribution to tha Carver Foundation he had astablished

to carry on his rasearch after he was gonees A young logro prinelpal of
A

a achool near Gronnvillnﬁpaﬂ purchansad for his =chool onea of the ropro=

ductions of tho bust,paying $10,00 for it, And since from the beginning
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of our work on the proposed biography, I had meant upon its completion
to arrange for a percentage of all royalties to go to the Carver Founda=
tion, I wanted to carry out this idea also with tlse purchase of the
clay portrait. Small token thouch it was, it would constitute at least
a symbol., This check for $2,00 was, I supposa, the smallest contribu-
tion aever received by the Carver Foundation, but to Dr. Carvar it was,as
as I had hoped it might be, a token of romembrance raceivad from a
frisnd during the closing days of his 1ife on the earth, This was how

t hanpened that in his December 30 letter, after his opaning paragraph
of greeting, he continued:

"I wish to thank you for the check for two dollarse. I am so hape
py for you as you have worked so long and faithfully, and this is just
as it should be----history in the making, and I am so glad.

"I have not seen Dr. Patterson since the bust arrived as he
hes basn out of town a great deal and had to leave us Christmas day on
acecount of the death of Mrs. Robert R, lioton at her home in Virginia.

months

"I have not been at all well for the past throe mxmkx and
two woeks ago suffered a severe fall which has kapt me in bad for the
holiday 80880Neec e

"with much love, and the hope that the New Year will bring you
much happiness andmx prosperity in spite of the war and genaral ture
bulent condition of the world,

So gratafully yours,

G.W.Carvsor "

I thought of this laetter as I sat reading the Assoclated Press
story of his death, on the morning of January 6,1943, And the thought

came that thdd4 would be his last lettor. For almost ten ysarsmwherever

I had pone, now and then in my mail I vould count on seeing aﬂf envelope

from the Ressarch and Exporiment Station at Tuskegee, bringing a latter




from him, Now they would come no more.

But one moras latter did coma, for that very day I was startled to
find in my mail the familiar Tuskegone envolope, bringing a latter from
hime It was dated December 31,1942, the day on whish ho had dictated it,
but postmarked January 4. " My osteoomed friend,liiss Cprisp," this one

road,in pert - again with his characteristic exaggeration of
aven the smalle=t tolkens of friendship and of erentive inclination and
endaevor « "This ia to acknowledze sgain the preceipt of what I considaer
one of the most romaskable lotters that has come to my deske Just to
think that you have gone to work and stuck to it all of thess yoers and
turned out a bust,and f-om the sale of the first one given a donation
to the Foundation at Tuskegee., I think 1t is perfectly remarkable. It
was such a beautiful thing to do and I know that Dr, Patterson, the Foune
dation,and all wish to extend to you and all those who have holped you
so faithfully to turn out a worthwhile produst thoir sinecora
think it is perfactly marvelous for you to do a thing like this
the way you havesee 1 am so anxious to ses the bust I emn hardly hold
myself down sufficisntly,

"With every good wish and most haarty congratulations, I am
S0 sincerely yours,

GeWoCarvar "

| 2
re 7

7T wag plad that ho melor saw thq;b?ﬁtﬂgigjxg%ﬂ?\f didsthat

not//mood, But I have always /basn |zlzd that T méﬁo the e“ﬂobt, a
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From the reading of this last letter, I turned to the immediate
task of preparstions for the long war=tims Journsy to tuskegee to join

his many other friands in the ferewoll service now being arranged for him
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It was a lqnc slow ovarnight trip to T#skegae for the funeral‘of

'y

For

my iend., A" journey by day coach, for £# pulman reservations Were avall-

able for civilian travel during thoge war tlme ﬁayg;ggéfaéa%%yWﬁﬁ uzh {J
ot Thar | @rriiis wih X i - Sl -

I -
short—netiee—aa—i-gouid-—hore—riven bnen.‘ But it wa&,ﬁ;&ﬁdng th&%—iﬁffévol.-
%

S Al

by day coach, sitting up all nig ht lqﬂg, on my way to Dr. uarver's fun-

by B

earal, He had traveled many miles qlffﬂnv up a1l nldh+'h&m=$ﬁf faw pul-

man reservations were ever available for him.

puring the long night hours,as the train moved Southward toward
Atlanta, I found myself thinking of the journey'¥§ﬂtnskeg that George
Carver had made, a journey of a little mors than 30 ysars. For, from
parspective that ensuing years provide, it is evident that the days
childhood and early youth were indeed a journey toward Tuskegee;

47 years of uniqwe service he was to

world,throuch the avenues hs found or

himsalf at Tuskeeces Institute.

S gr?du11??zmﬂiﬁﬁ-0c awareness and strong conviction of the
AL
a Iowef in the universe that determined the di-

his journeying found expression eventually in the passage
from the Bible he adopted as his motto - a passage from Proverbgsthat
declares "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”
He often quoted these words in his lotters to his friends. *“Remember our
motto", he woukd say, and then o on to quotg the words of the passagee.

Once, w%cn I had written him of some perplexity with which I then was
'ﬂ—'f\ﬁ.g_'

gnsaaﬁﬁd“he suggested that I remember this motto{@uotinﬁ 1h, ggggﬁqu
“added '"A direct promise;why not face the issuve and do it ? BY and by
all things will be made clear. You will understand and »e so very happy
besavsa vou do undarstand,"
wise enough to know, however, and honsst enough to admit,
not always does such understanding come. On another occasion,when

=

quoted his motto, he went on to write "These paths often lead




me into places and conditions I do not understand,but when it 1is made

clearmI see the widdom of it. Some things have never been made clear,I

am sure never will be. NO doubt just as well that they are not."

The paths of his childhood and youth - the,visible paths - began in
llissouri and took him Jm#w here and there into mexy s—mmPer—ef towns and
~—
communities in the neighbroing states of Kansas and Iowa,




Carver Biography
Chronological COutline

A~ Early ILife

-D " -F t
I "ﬂosesﬂﬁarv o ha rg%nagnbgeaggtggrhis 1ife spent hor‘,in home

IT- ¥eotho,Ne. - One year hera, hisz first yecar "on his om"

I7T- Fort Secott, Fansas - Sevan or eight years hore, in school ,making his 3
owmn way ‘

IV¥- Summer Vacatlon Dack at Lismend Grove

‘Y- Minneapolis, Kansas - 2 years - Minishad High School hore,and applied
for edmission to Highland University, was accepted- Haw his first
_lynehing hsre = :

///VI- Highland ,Kansas, end leeler, Kansas - About three years- iefused ad-
mittence to fiighlend U, when his race was known, worked at odd jobs,etc
for a time, then took up dry claim in beelerispoent two years thess -

\\Rzgijinteraat, Iows - (ne or two years - Han hand laundryjwdrked in hotel-
' Towa
ViII- Indisnola, immas--3impson OGllege - Approx. O yoars, studying Art,
uslic, Scionces - Paying his own way Dy work - ‘

IX- Ames, Iova- Iowa State College - Heooceived B.S. snd ¥,id. here, and was -
working &s Assistant in Botany vhen Booker T. Washington offered him
a place =t Tuskeegeo

B=- Tuskoegee

Berly Days at 'vaknﬂaee -Beginning his work in Agrcultural Chemistry-
Comtaets witﬂ atudonts and peopls in community; teaching; building up
leboretory equipment , eic,

XI- Ixtension work nmong farmors--carried on along with his taacﬁing-
8tdies of poils, crop production, plent diseases, etec,

XITI- Perind-of Discoverigs- Extraordinary products thet may be derived
from pesnuts, potatoes, elays, stc.

XIII« “"HMessenpar Extreordinary" - Lectures and demonstrations of pro-
ducts before groups in various torms, cities, colleges - Special rocog-
nitions of his unique contributions:spingsrn medeliFPellow of Royal
College of Arts and Scionces;Offer from Ecison; “nvitetion from Soviet
Governient=-atcse

XIV- Hils "Little Pamily® - *he gradusl building up of the group of young
8

men of both races who constitute his so-cslled "Femily"--students whom
he has aided Tinencislly, spirituelly, inspirvetionally--in various weys,

XV~ The Present - His daily snd constant streem of visitors; his special
experiments with the use of certain oils from peanuts with massage in
tha treatment of infantile peralysis cases -- gpoken of by Dr. koton as

" ®the most significent plece of interracisl wokok baing carried on in
Americe today"
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// Part I =

Chapter I~ Dismond Grove

Cha pter 1I- Neosho

Chapter III- Fort Seott

Chapter IVe A Summer Vagcation

. Chapter V- Minneapolis

Chapter VI- Highlani and Beeler

Chapter VII- Winterset

Chepter IX= Indisnola = Simpson CGollege

Chapter ¥~ Ames = lowa State College

Part II « Tuskeeges
Chapter XI- Early Day e
Chapter XII- Agrieultursl Chemistry - First perioa et luskeegee

Experiments with crops and soils
Extension work among farmers
Teaching
“gthods
dAglationshipe with students
His place in tne gemersl campus life
A Helgtionshipe in the community around him

Chapter J&III- Strange Discoveries =~ Second period at LUBKEEgee

£ eriod of diseovery of unusual products Iro peanuls,
sweet potatoes, clays, etc., &lc.

Cha pter XIVe Messenger Bxtraordinary = Third period at Tuskeegee

Lgetures and demonstrations of digcoveries in
collegesy mities, etlc.

Chapter /(W= ' The "Little Family"

Development of tie "Inmer Circle" group,
his spiritual "femily"

Chapter XVI - "Working Uut Something " « Fourth Feriod at tuskeegee
(beginni ng with tne AP article Lec. 31,19%4)
gxperimezts with oils with massage for treatment

of infantile peralysis, with rage barriers aown




Charter I- Dismond Grove

vhapter 1I- Eeosho

Chapter III- Fort Seott

Chapter IV- Summer Vacatiom, Djamond Grove({ %

Chapter V- Minneapolis ( Kansas )

Chgpter VI- Highland (%)

Chapter VII- Winterset
Chapter VIIiI- Indisnols, Simpson College
Chapter I1X- imes, Iowe State College
Undergraduste
Greduste student
Instructor
Chapter X- First days st Tuskeezee
Chapter XI- Agricultural Chemis%ry
Teaching
ﬁzpsrimqntawinh grops.snd soile
xtension work smong fummers
Chapter XII- Strange Discoveries
/JBeriod of diseoveries -in-peanuts, potatogs, ete.
Chapter XELI- A Megssenger Bxtraordinary

+ Lgetures -axd demonstrations in oolleges, towne, etc.

Chapter XIV- The"Little Family"

Chapter X¥- "Working Out Something"-
(Leginning with AP article Dec. 31, 1934)
Experimsn#s with oils for medical purposes

The healing of epirits g3 well se bodiss,
Chasms betwesn clagses and races removed, etc., eta.
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Chgpter I~ Diamond Grove
Chapter I1I- Beosho
Chapter III- Fort Scott

Chapter IV~ Summer Vacation, Diamond Grovel ? )

Chapter V= linneapolis ( Kansas )
Chapter VI~ Highlanda (%)
Chapter VII- Winterset
Chapter VIII- Indianols, Simpscn College
Chapter IX- Ames, Iowa State College
Undergraduate
Graduate student
Instructor
Chapter X~ First days at Tuskeegee
Chapter XI- Agricultural Chemistry
Teaching
Expsrimentswitn erops snd soils
xtension work smong fammers -
Chepter XII- Strange Discoveries
/¥Beriod ot discoveries in peanuts, potatoes, &lcC.
Chapter XLEI- A Messenger Bxtraordinary

Leotures.and demonstrations in collieges, Towns, etc.

Chapter XIV-~ The"little Family"™

Chapter XV~ "Working Out Something"“-
(beginning with AP article Dec. 31, 1v34)
Experimsnts witn oils tor medieal purposes

the healing ot spirite as well as bodies,
Chasms between classes gnd races removed, etc., etc,




Ludy ﬁhor‘r)!‘ Crisp
L \ PLANS FOR WORK

3L ,
€1 ) carvER, BEOGRAPHY
I-Preliminary StatementsI became interested in working on a biography
of Dr./Carver soon after I met him four years ago. Many newspaper add
magazine stories have been written concerning him, but there is only
one so-called biography published so far, and that is a work which
seems inadequate in almost every respect. With the help of several eof
his friends, and with his own interest and consent, I began gathering
material for a book about his life and work,.It is my hope that it can
be one which will appeal to the general reading public, and yet a beok
done with that high degree of artistry and scholarship which its subject
demands. The material gathered thus far has deslt mainly with the out-
lihe facts of his life story, as suggested in the chronelogical out-
line attached hereto, sketched from materials gathered to date. I have
gathered this from his owmn statements, given during my two ten-day
visits at Tuskeegee, and from conferences snd correspondence with him
and with some who have known him in various periods of his life. Since
he is now in his middle seventies, and increasingly frail in physical
strength, there is need to gather much more material in the near future
if mueh that is valuable in his own memoirs and observations is not teo
be lost. The necessity teo earn a living has made it impossible for me
to give the needed time to this. Hence my application for a stipend
that would free me,financially, for a yesr's work. Thus far I have no
plan for the eventual publication of the book.

IT-Actual plans for the Year's Werk:
A-As"T see 1t now, the preparatiom of such s work would demand g
l-Ascurate knowledge of the story of his life
2-Aequaintance with the places where he has spent his life--as they
are tddayjtheir historical backgrounds
S-Knowledge of his work-(a)Prom his own viewpoint;(b)From the view-
point of those associated with him
4-Evaluations - gathered from many competent to judge - of the sig-
nificance of his contributions in the fields of Science; Art(Paint-
)3 Human Relationships; end(perhaps) Religion
B-In orgder to meet these ebvious demands, the year's work would includes
l-Much time spent at Tuskeegee,with him and with his associates
2-Travel -(a) To the places where her has lived (b) For conferences
with people who know him or his work
S-Residence f'or part of the year in a place where there would be ad-
equate library facilities(For reading and studying historicsl back-
grounds, etc,) and also opportunity for conference with people
qualified to discuss his importance in various fields~-probably New
York City or some University center
4-A "brooding™ and writing period -~ I should like very much to spend
one perliod of the year in the Lake Country of England--though th is
might not be desirable nor practical as the work progressed.,

( 2 ) Creative Writing in the field of poetry

It is my hope and belisf that work and study in the field of
poetry would geo along hand in hand with the year's work on the Carver
book. I think that two basic needs I feel deeply now would be mets
l# T™e need for a certain ssmse of leisure of mind; and (2) The neod
for much study and practise in eraftasmenship. :
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New Outline as Plannod lNow

INTRODUCTION to CARVER

A.First meetings, in Greonsboro, May, 1933

Bellls lotters to me,first year,and declsion to begin womk
with him on a biography

Ce My first trip to Tuskegee, June,1934, to begin work

THE CARVER STORY -

AsChildhood and Youth (Thru his collage years)
ByThe Tuakeger Yoers i
CeWidor Filelds, during tha later years at TusBegee

TERE CARVER STORY CONSIDERED :
fiis basic philosophy, controlling motives, personal
habits of thought and action, central teachings, etec,

Ay"In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
thy paths" '
Be "Be yourself, Don't ba somebody else, Ninoty-nine por
cent of us are trying to be somsbody else,"
Ce "You can't harbor bitternessy it clogs the channolese
I can't do my work if my hoart is bDittere.."
De "You will learn to walk and $alk with the Great Creator
thru the things He has creatod,.."
Ee "god's Little Workshop " « the real work and signifie
canca of Georga Carver in American life




Lugy Cherry Crisp
116 Bast Jones Straat
Relaich, Werth farolina CARVER 1

It was on a morning in lay,19335,that 1 firs{ mat Goorge
Washington Carver; a memorable morning, it was destined to ba, I
had, of course,heard of him long before that day, for "Carver of Tuse
kegee" was a familiar name in newspapsr headlines than.‘And any mene
tion of him in publie parlance,during those years of the early thir-
. ties, was likely to be followed by thae identifying phrase "the man
who has made so many things from peanuts." For it was through his

public lacturas on the produsts he was evolving from such humble

: ;
sourse matarials as peanuts and swest potatoes, swamp muck%nd clays,

in his laboratory down at Tuskegee Institute in Alsgbama, that he first
became known to the general American public,

. From a mutuval friend I had also heard of him, Jim Hardwick,
of the 3outhern 8tudent Y.M.CeAs Council in Atlanta, Georgia,had on
several occasions spoken to me of his friend, Dr, Carver, "I first
heard him speak when I was a student at the Virginia Poly#echnic In-
stityte in Blacksburg, Virginia," Jim had said, with a tone in his
voieca closely akin to the wonder and warmth of a boy's words when he
spraks of a welleloved haroe "I cantt desecribe him to you,"Jim had
declared, "He is diffarent from anybody else I hava svr known, And
nobody else has avar mrnant to ms what he has maant, YOH'll have to
mant him somedays th n you will know what I mean,"

This day of meeting finally came in the Spring of 1933 One of

tha lecture tours made by Dre. Carver during that ysar took him to a
nunbar of collegss and univarsitiné in: the South and East, At the Wo=
man's Collega of the University of North Capolina, at Grasnsboro, we
had schedulad him for *wo talks, He was to speak briefly at the noon=-

day chapel convocation of faculty and students, and then, in the aeven-
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ning, he would present for both atvdents and the goneral public his
popular lacture on the Pnénutq a lecturs in which he discussed this
so-called "lowly" product of Southern §oil, and illustrated some of
the discoveries he had made conceprnins its not-so=lowly nature and
f+s manifold possibilities., He was traﬁeling by car on this tour,
with Jim Hgrdwikk as his tour manager and travaling companion, this
sorias of lectures being uder the sponsorship of the Southern Student
Y.¥aCsAs Council, i

On the scheduled day in May, along about noon, Jim appeared at

my office door to announce their arrivals Dr, Carver was waiting for

: ; college _
us in the car, he said, parked near theAguditorium where ho was to

apeak, "Come out and moet him", Jim continued."He 1s expecting you",
That was how it happened that my earliest racollsction of Goorge
Washington Carver, the first of many memories of him efched daeply
in my mind during the nine years that followed that morning in May,
{8 the sight of him as he sat that day on the front seat of the faded
011 blue touring car of very "ancient lindage",to borrow a phrase
from Littls Lord Fauntleroy's description of his @ A applewoman
friends an antiquated car they had purghased for travel on the tours
"The Chariot", they had immediately named it, motivated,no doubt,
by both affection for the "museum piece" look of 1ts high-slung de=-
sign and Ry faith that eventually it would carry them home again,
Tt was a ear that obviously would require a large maasurse of both
affection and faith from those for whose transportation it was held
rasponsible,

As we approached tha "Chariot", I eould see at first only the
head and shoulders of our spaaker, for he was sitting low in the

utterly relaxed
front seat, leaning back in mkkmwxymiaxmiimm fashion against the
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back of the seat,épparently‘roating-while'he4awaited our arrival,
When we came near, he sat up stralght, t ook off his plaid twaeed
traveling cap, and held out his hand to me through the open window,
“I am so very pleased to meet vou", he said, and I found myself
looking into deepset eysas strangoely light in color against the dark,
black-bronze background of his face,grayeblue syes that were f£illed
with an ancient wisdom and a warm compagssion,welling up from some=-
whare In their depths; welling up and flooding his wggiﬁiga face
with a light that was'wonderful to seas His voice was surprisingly
high in pitch, but soft in tonal quality; his words gently spoken
and deliberate, - I sensaed in him, even in those first moments of our
meeting, a certain indefineable quality of quiétness that brouzht to
my mind immediately an old Biblieal phrase:"in quietness and fonfi.
dence shall be thy strangth", There wes somothing more hare, I

somehow knew, than a mere surfacs calmj; such quietness as this came

only out of a constant central confidence somewhaere within a man,

He was wearing a worn but neat-looking suilt of some plain dark
worsted material, with a tiny white flower,unfamiliar to me, fastened
in his coat lapsely a flower that repeated the white of his halr that
lay on his head like a close-fitting white skulleap fitted low in‘

g scallop at the center of hiﬁmgiifgiggjaggg}forehead,but receding
far back at eith side, His foureinehand tie was of some loosely woven
gtuff and wider than ﬁhe type then worn by most men, a tie that he
had woven for himself,I later learned,

I found it impossible not to take special note of his hands,

supple, slender-fingered
aven as I had of his eyes. Long,xxppiasfitwmxxesdchaxnizx hands,with
a deep inward curve on the outer side of sach thumbjunusual-looking
handss Both sensitive and strong,tﬁey xErax became an eloguent medium

of communication in themselves, in the slmple gestures ha sometimes

used to punctuate or emphasize hislwords.




CARVER I  ped

!

Behind him, as he sat there in the 0ld blue car that morning,
thars was an ektraordinary array of suitcases,packing boxes,branches
and twigs from a varlety of trees and shrubs apparently seen along the
way, and even rome rocks and large lumps or slabs of clay; a strange
assortment of luggage, but one which, I later learned, was his usual
accumulation when his tours were made by car, That day it seemed to
me & suitabls setting for himj he was obviously a man who could be
counted on to earry unsxpected luggage.

He could.also be counted on for a quick change of mood, as I
suddenly discovered, We had beeh talking for a quarter of an hour or
80, Jim and I, standing by the car,discussing the chapel program that
was soon to follow, with Dp, Carver putting in a question now and then.,
It was a serious conversation, not a solemn one by any meansg, but in
serious veing, having to do whth the plans we had made for the Carver

the Cityof

lectures on our own campus and at other places in the vicinity of
Graonsboro « Than, following é pause in the conversation, Jim suddenly
looked at his watch and said, with a mm& change into a tone of affectione
ate humour, "Don't you think it's about time we started to get him out

of hara 2 "

Whthout thinking how silly such a remark would sound, and ace

tually, half-gserious - after all, how couvld I be certain of Dr, Carve

er's state of health ? Sitting thore mmxmti3® in the car, he soemed
22::& frail, and as.ancient as the hills or the pyramids gwithout thinke
ing,then, I answered "Well, how long will it take to get him out 2 "

A sudden shout of laughter went up frem both of them,loud,bois-
terous laughter in which I was obliged %o joln, even though I hed put
my question halfe-geriously, and felt: considerably abashed at having

been so taksen in by a question apparently spoken in jest, It was some

time bofors thﬁﬁv'laughtn? subsided, Finally it did, and then Dr. Carver
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openod the car door, and stepping out!w%ﬁEAﬁg?uggility of a sixteanw

year«-old lad, stood up to his ful%ﬁ&gight of -six feet or more‘even with

the =slicht shoulder stoop that made his coat collar stand up in a hump
in the back) and began walking in longy vigorous strides toward the

stage door of the auvditorium.
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Ay Cherry Crisp

FOREWORD

This bodk about George Washington Carver had its beginning on a
morning in May, 1933, when Is at in an office at The Woemen's College of
The University of North Carolina ( Greensboro, N.C,) awaiting the arrive
2l of the chepel speaker, As % for student religious activities

at that college then, I was alh times respensible for securing speakers
for the chapel oonvooutions,\or that po.rtioular day 1:;_!&7—,—\1-935- I had

A, '|

i s il St/ A fd',(___.

scheduled a speaker nnno-orn-tng whom I/@uw v.‘}-y 11tt1¢ - r&-sl:r—-bmm

y. -**N]ub

as anyone acquainted with student epinion on the whole matter of chapel
speakers @f oax?utostiryj_.

4

On several eccasions \i-ha Hardwick, then a member of the field staff
of the .Southern student Y.M.C.A. Council, had said to me "There is a
man I want you to meet someday -- George Washington Carver, Ry §ou
ahaw heard of him as 'the man who has made so many things from peanuts's,
He has done a lot of'locturmg on college campuses, and stillis makes
8 touwr now and then. I hope you get him at Woman's College sometime,.
He's great 3" So, in the winter of 1933, when Mr. Hardwick had written us
that snether lecture trip was being arranged for Dr. Carver, we had
scheduled him for a chapel talk on owr campuse.
AadMiow, today, he was to come, and I was conscious of a feeling
of definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much-heralded
speaker who turns out to be, in student language, a “"flop", is a hard
matter to live down en a college campus, as I knew from too many expe-
riencesessee+« Bubt now Mr, Hardwick was at the off ice door, saying"wWell,

he's here .’ Come out and meet him, We parked down at the auditorium",




As we walked down the drive, I gst my first glimpse of the venerax
ble-leoking car of very"ancient lineage™ whichthey had purghased for
transportation on this perticular tour, and there-- onnthe front seas of
the "chariot", as they called it -- was our speaker, enthrcned among
the high-piled seeming confusion of packing cases, bags, slabs of earth,
sticks and stenes and branches which formed, as I later lumod his
customary travel equipment vhen the journey was made by !"éhnrm"’“

"This is Dr. Carver", Mr, Hardwick said, anda voice peculiarly
high in pitchy replied, with a gentle seort of deference snd dignity,"I
am so very pleased to meet you",

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly alert, listening
to our conversation as we spoke of the shapel program, and msking occa=
sienal inquiries or suggestions about it, There was a quality of quiete

ness about him fscnsod immediately , even in the midst of the gy bane

ter and repartee of the moment -- a quality of quietness for which I have
never found more deseriptive language than the words of the ancient Bibe
lical phrase, "In quietness and eonfidence shall I thy strength..."

Outwardly, he looked quite feeble, his broad shoulders slumped,
his words soft-spoken, h%}a?’h white abow his brown-tinged black face
when he had taken off his ,.Ql_.aid traveling cap. So feeble that when Mr,
Wijokingly asked "Is 1% about time W%e started to get him out of
the—ohuriot?" I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, and answered, "Well,
how leng does it take to get him out 2"

A spontaneous shout of baughter from both of them greeted my silly
% leaving me considerably abashed at having been so taken in, A
few moments later, however -- when our Speaker-to~be had descended quite

a tall,strongly-built figure,
agilely from the ohariot,\md was walking toward the auditm-ium in leng

vigorous strides -- he continued to laugh in cascade after cascade of
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delighted highepitched laughter, I became a little alarmed. nis man
was our chapel speaker«- would he recover himself nn,&_ x;&tw to his
)

dignity in time ? And what kind of speech would this man be likely %o
make 9

I might have spared myself anysuch ® ncern, for now we were ab
the back-stage _door, the presiding proflessor was coming to greet us,
and tuming te make the introductions, I found our speaker dignity per-
sonified, A mement later Mr, Hardwick said "He likes to have prayer be=-
for he spekks, if we can", I closed my eyes and heard my name , spoken
in the gufid4jbied, high-pitched voice I was to come %o know 80 wells
"yiss Crisp". Too surprised actually to pray, I said a sentence or two,
and then the quiet voice spoke again™Mr. Hardwick", A brief prayer by
Mr, Hardwick, Dr, Carverts own simply-speken petltion, and the presiding
professor was returning. Geing down the corridor ,then, to find my

plase out in the audi torium among the 1800 students gathered there for

chapol} I found my mind at ease concerning our speaker for the daye

T saw thems everal times during the next few days, when Dr. ‘arver
was spesking in and around Greensboro. They took me with them ﬂ}-’n, he
went te speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, a young man from %'a-;;o:.!':h:r
cellege also accempanying use On the way to Salisbury the "chariot"
broke down, and while My, Hardwick and the student attended %o the es=-
gential repairs, Iwalked with Dr. Carver sleng the edges of the field.

"This", he would say, bending down ‘t;o, pieck a spray from a weed or
some kind of little grass or flowox;, is a mowat remarkable little plant,
You will note the brilliant purple of its flower. Now, that is what they
are using in t he menufacture of 80eand=80=and S0eses A most useful little

plant.,® He was completely at home here, on intimate,appreciative

germs with all these tiny weeds and flowers and plants among which I,




who had seen them thomsands of times, yet wallad an utter stranger. As
we turned to go back to the repaired chariet, he stopped a moment, are
ranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had been gathering,
looked at it for a long mement, then handed it to me,saying"I'D like

to paint that semeday.e.Perhaps I shall®, It was sn unforgettable hour
for me.

On the way home from Salisbury, someone started a song, and the
four of us sang, then-- old folk songs, spirituals, hymns of the churech,
fragments of tunes only hnlf-rconllod,.the high tenor veise of our
speaker sounding clear snd true with the othefs. Now and thwwihh
a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds mo",)ﬁg:eli%jon
to tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that particular
plece of music, some incident of his life story.

LI :
Later, beginning to &,eeo together these bits of ineidents, and

others I had gathered in cmversn’éion with him, I found myself growing
greatly interested in the extm ordinary story of this men's life-- in
the remarkable pattern of the sixty-ofid years that had brough him from
the Missouryi slave cabin into which he was born en up to the presemt—
distinguished place he held among the living scientists of the world.
Discussing it wish Mr, Hardwick, I inquired whether there were any bi-
ographies of him already written or being prepared, and learned that as
yet there were none. A brief beok about his 1ife, and numerous newspaper
and magazine articlesand stories, but as yet, no adequate bilegraphy.
Agreeing that this was an important matter, and one that should have
immed iate attéention, we csme to the conclusion that we would begin work
on 1t ourselves, ill-equipped though we knew ourselves to be for any
such undertaking -- a decision undoubtedly ayjother excellent example of
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"fools rushing in where angels fear to tread" .Dr, Carver's own warm
enthusiasm and endorsement of the idea served to vitalize our canclu-
sion, however, and initial plans for carrying out the idea were made,
the first step being that I should go to Tuskegee Institute as soon as
possible to being work with Dr, Barver on the story.

S¢ it was that the idea for this boeok was born, and do it was that
on a Sunday afternoon in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of
Atlanta with a ticket that read "Chehaw, Alabama™, As I left the train
at the diminutive Chehaw depot, a st udent in the blue uniform of the
Tuskegee Institute cadets approached, toushed his cap, and said "You
are Dr, Barver's guest ? The car is waiting here", The diive was
brief, and we were soon passing through the gates of the Institute came
pus and drawing up before Dore thy Hall, in which is the Guest House,
Gracidusly received and assigned a room by Mrs. Martin, the hostess, I
‘was told that I had arrived Jjust in time for Tea, and was invited to
come directly into the dining roem, Here ,where we served by Home Ecow
mnomics students, I found several other guests already assembled-- fer—
this Guest House, as Iwas soon to discover, ¥s a place where one may
count en meeting e Interesting people from all parts of the world,

Dp, Carver, or Prefessor Carver, as many on the campus still cell him,
lived in Rockefeller Hall, they told me, and had been busy receiving
visitorf all day long. Greeting him by telephone, I made an appdintment
to come and see his lasboratory and office early the nmxt day, then
walked for a while in the June twilight on the broad, rolling campus,
Faced with the immediate reality eof actually beginning this venture we

had pl ed, I was dudde overwhelmed Db wn -analness and inadequac
e et R oo

¢ No wun $2 7 T~ o PrabaimTwn Uan el /
for the taskesseseeGradually, something of the pamee
At ol
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eampus, upon which the man ef_ whose life Iwas towrite had walked among
his students few 35 yurztju::mohew r{lomd into my %roubled mind, and I
was asleep o,arl;r:j eager for the mom % to come,

/mn; bhihfollewing morning Fw-w¥ at Milbank Agrioultural Hd 1,
inquiring of a student whom I met in the corrider where I might find Dr,
Carver, md being showmn into his offices And if I had been concerned
over his sesml-ng loss of dignity just before his chapel talk in Gremse
bore, I was terrified now by the awful preponderance of 1t } This

grave-~faced, selomn#ldorly man who rose f rom behind his littered desk

to greet me with such distant formaplity and chilling roa;z:go could

not pessibley)be the same Dr, Carver who had walked withe me Fecently in
the edges of the fields, calling the weeds by name; who had lifted his
veics with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot § PFor
brief but leng-seeming moments Iw as ipdEssdicken, until happily some
casual remark brought laughter to the Waaw—-\( As it has done on many
occasions &imee ) and the awful ice of shyness and self-consciousness on
the pawt of both of us was cempletely gone, melted in the sun of laughter,
Back again now was the sense of mutual wiSpdéanding snd ® nfidence, the
fundamental assurance of mutual inner swmise =~ and we were ready te
begin our work,

I have spent many hours at Tuskegee Institute since that June
morning, for I have returned fer visits of a week or longer whenever
respensibilities elsewhere would permit it. There, talking with Dr,
Carver in his office, his laberatory, his museum, or out on the campus or
at Dorothy Hall, I have heard fran his own lips much of the story that
appears in this book, particularly that part of it comprising the earli-

er chapters, for to no ether source save his own memory could we go for

the story of his early childhoed, During my earlier visits at Tuskeegee
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we spoke frequently eof his heyhood and early youth, some of his memo-

ries, dim at first, becoging clearer as we discusspd them.

As for the later chapters =- now smmd then Dp,Surver would mim
the name and address of same person who had known him at some time of
his 1ife, saying,"Now, you go and talk to him. He can tell you a lot more
sbout me than I can tell you abou: myself." I have found many sush peo~
ple here and there, though none who could ever quite measwre up te thad
prophecy. Some of them have been friends of his early manhood = frem
Iowa, Colorade, California , and Tennesee thé#r letters have came in
response to my request for help, letters describing the young Carver as

staff and faculty members
they knew him, At Tuskegee Institute I have belked with/{ho-o who most
generously have told me of his life among them there, And here and
ther~ in many places I have come across his "boys" and others who have
known him, some intimately and some only through his public lectures,who
had added their own particular contri‘but_:l;rﬁs. to this & ory of his life.
Among the excellently ordered files in the Institute Research library I
have spent many hours, deading the hundreds ef newspaper and magazine
articlesand items written of the man himself and eof his dork during the
past half centurye. It is from sources such as these -~ and frem his
letters that have sems e me regularly ze#j wherever I have been, these
last nine years - that I have gathered the materials for thdsstory of
the life of George Washington Carver.
It is not a complete story, and mekes no pretense of being. Its
purpese—ts §Tmply to porbray the Goerge Washington Carver whom T myself
g the past nine-years, and fo J;_;Mt ory of
T 3&# 2. }g;i%ﬁ}i:ito me .
Iagh ey e

=
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si ifiamt lnd hant 'chings od-- of this I am

keenly awarg/ 15/3 10!184}0{1113 out /of omplotc ;ﬂ:‘dgo 'on the one

# and inadequate conce nnd mdyrstandinga on

th}ﬁgs that I hnvo seen, haw J.cnrn;d;/fnvo krbwn, and
have believed t,o/‘bo true == those things I have written.

Today, at 46 Dr. Carver is still busily at worm va? \)g‘;,t

his fail:l.ng 8 tg ;vill l.lﬁ.‘l‘ h!mwto bes; still ah !anortmt&nrt of the
of—bhe" gurrents or-hﬂm;ifo. There will undeubtedly be
many books written about him ai: the years gn_"li'*.l‘;. This one will well
fulfil 1ts purpose if, in the end, it can add ewen an;;n“\;io contribution
to the full portrayal, the eventual understanding of the measure and the
mesning of the life of this extraordim ry American, George Washington

Carver,
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Lucy Cherry Crisp

FOREWORD

This book about George Washington Carver had its beginning on a
morning in May, 1933, when Is at in an office at The Woman's College of
The University of North Carolina ( Greensboro, N.C,) awaiting the arriv-
2l of the cherel speaker, As secretary for student religious activities
at that college then, I was at times responsible for securing speakers
for the chapel convocations. For that particular day in May, 1933, I had
scheduled a speaker concerning whom I knew very little -- risky business,
as anyone acquainted with student opinion on the whole matter of chapel
speakers well can testify .

On several occasions Jim Hardwick, then a member of the field staff
of the southern student Y.M.C.A. Council, had said to me "Thers is a
man I want you to meet someday -- George Washington Carver., MNaybe you
have heard of him as 'the man who has made so many things from peanuts'.
He has done a lot of lecturing on college campuses, and stilli makes
2 tour now and then. I hope you get him at Woman's College sometime.

He's great 1" So, in the winbter of 1933, when Mr, Hardwick had written us

X 5 ) X 1
that another lecture trip was being arranged for Dr,. Carver, we had

scheduled him for a chapel talk on our campus.

And now, today, he was to come, and I was conscious of a feeling
of definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much-heralded
speaker who turns out to be, in student language, a "flop", is a hard
matter to live down on a collsge campus, as I knew from too many expe-
riencesesses.. But now Mr. Hardwick was at the office door, saying“Well,

he!'s here. Come out and meet him. We parked down at the auditorium".
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As we walked down the drive, I got my first glimpse of the veneraa
ble-looking car of very"ancient lineage"™ whichthey had purghased for
transportation on this particular tour, and there-- onnthe front seat of
the "chariot", as they called it -- was our speaker, enthroned among

the high-piled seeming confusion of packing cases, bags, slabs of earth,

sticks and steones and branches which formed, as I later learned, his

customary travel equipment when the journey was made by "chariot",

"This is Dr. Carver", Mr, Hardwick said, anda voice peculiarly

high in pitohﬂ replied, with a gentle sort of deference and dignity,"I
am so very pleased to meet you's

I shall never forget him as he sat there, quietly alert, listening
to our conversation as we spoke of the shapel program, and making occa-
sional inquiries or suggestions about it, There was a quality of quiet-
ness about him I sensed immediately , even in the midst of the gay ban-
ter and repartee of the moment -- a quéiity of quietness for which I have
never found more descriptive language than the words of the ancient Bib-
lical phrase, "In guietness and confidence shall be thy strength..."

Qutwardly, he looked quite feeble, his broad shoulders slumped,
his words soft-spoken, his hair white above his brown-tinged black face
when he had taken off his plaid traveling cap. So feeble that when lire
Hardwick jokingly asked "Is it about time we started to get him out of
the chariot?™ I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, and answered, "Well,
how long does it take to get him out 2"

A spontaneous shout of paughter from both of them greeted my silly
question, leaving me considerably abashed at having been so taken in. A
few moments later, however -- when our speaker-to-be had descended gquise

a tall,strongly~built figure,

agilely from the chariot and was walking toward the auditorium in long

vigorous strides -- he continued to laugh in cascade after cascade of
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delighted,high-pitched laughter, I became a little alarmed. ‘his man
was our chapel speaker-- would he recover himself and return to his
dignity in time ? And what kind of speech would this man be likely to
make ?

T might have spared myself anysuch ® ncern, for now we were at
the back-stage door, the presiding professor was coming to greet us,
and tunning to make the introductions, I found our speaker dignity per-
gonified. A moment later MNr, Hardwick said "He likes to have prayer be-
for he spekks, if we can", I closed my eyes and heard my name,spoken
in the seoft&toned, high-pitched voice I was to come to know so well:
"Miss Crisp". Too surprised actually to pray, I said a sentence or two,
and then the quiet voice spoke again"Mr. Hardwick". A brief prayer by
Mr,., Hardwick, Dr. Carver's own simply-spoken petition, and the presiding
professor was returning. Going down the corridor ,then, to find my
place out in the auditorium among the 1800 gstudents gathered there for
chapel, I found my mind at ease concerning our speaker for the daye.

I saw thems everal times during the next few days, when Dr. Carver
was speaking in and around Greensboro. They took me with them when he
went to speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, a young man from a nearby
college also accompanying us. On the way to Salisbury the "chariot"
broke down, and while My, Hardwick and the student attended to the es-

sential repairs, Iwalked with Dr. Uapver along the edg of the field,

"This™, he would say, bending down to pick a spray from a weed or

some kind of little grasé or flower, "is a most remarkable little plant,.
You will note the brilliant purple of its flower. Now, that is what they
are using int he manufacture of so-and-so-and So.... & most useful little
plant." He was completely st home here, on intimate,appreciative

teyms with all these tiny weeds and flowers and plants among which I,
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who had seen them thamsands of times, yet walle d an ubtter stranger. As

we turned to go back to the repaired chariot, he stopped a moment, ar-
ranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had been gathering,
looked at it for a long moment, then handed it to me,saying"I'D like

to paint that someday...Perhaps 1 shali". It was an unforgettable hour
for me,

On the way home from Salisbury, someone started a song, a nd the
four of us sang, then-- old folk songs, spirituals, hymns of the church,
fragments of tunes only half-racalled) the high tenor voice of our
speaker sounding clear and true with the othefs, Now and then, with
a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds me", going on
to tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that particular
piecs of music, some incident of his life story.

Later, beginning to piece together these bits of incidents, and
others I had gathered in conversation with him, I found myself growing
greatly intsrested in the extm ordinary story of this man's life-~ in
‘the remarksble pattern of the sixty-ofld years that had brough him from
the Missouryi slave cabin into which he was born on up to the present
distinguished place he held among the living scientists of the world.
Discussing it with Mr, Hardwick, I inquired whethsr there were any bi-
ographies of him already written er being prepared, and learned that as
vet there were none, A brief book about his 1ife, and numerous newspaper
and magazine articlesand stories, but as yet, no adequate biography.

Agreeings that this was an important matter, and one that should have
qmmed iate attéention, we came to the conclusion that we would begin work
on it ourselves, ill-equipped though we knew ourselves to be for any

such undertaking -- a decision undoubtedly agether excellent example of
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"fools rushing in where angels fear to tread" .Dr. Carver's own warm
enthusiasm and endorsement of the idea served to vitalize our conclu-
sion, however, and initial plans for carrying out the 1ldea were made,

the first step being that I should go to Tuskegee Institute as soon as

possible to bqﬁﬁ@ work with Dr. Sarwer on the storye

So it was that the idea for this book was born, and @o it was that
on a Sunday afternoon in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of
Atlanta with a ticket that read "Chehaw, Alabama". As I left the train
at the diminutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue wniform of the
Tuskegee Institute cadets approached, touched his cap, and said "You
are Dr. Barver's suest ? The car is waiting here"., The drive was
brief, and we were soon passing through the gates of the Institute cam-
pus and drawing up before Doro thy Hall, in which is the Guest House.
Graciously received and assigned a room by Mrs. Martin, the hostess, I
was told that I had arrived just in time for Tea, and was invited to
come directly into the dining room. Here ,where we served by Home Eco-
momics students, I found several other guests already assembled-- for
this Guest House, as I was soon to discover, i1s a place where one may
count on meeting most interesting people from all parts of the world.

Br. Carver, or Professor Carver, as many on the campus still call him,
lived in Rockefellsr Hall, they told me, and had been busy receiving
visitord all day long. Greeting him by telephone, I made an appéintment
to come and see his laboratory and office early the nsxt day, then
walked for a while in the June twllight on the broad, rolling campus.
Faced with the immediate reality of actually beginning this venture we
had planned, I was duddenly overwhelmed by own smalness and inadequacy

for the tasK.esese..Gradually, something of the peace of this beautiful
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campus, upon which the man of whose life Iwas towrite had walked among
his students fep 35 years, somehow flowed into my troubled mind, and I
was asleep early, eager for the morning to come.

At nine the following morning Iw as at Milbank Agricultural Hd 1,
inquiring of a student whom I met in the corridor whére I might find Dr.
Carver, amd being shown into his office, And if I had been concerned
over his seemi ng loss of dignity just before his chapel talk in Gre=ns-
boro, I was terrified now by the awful preponderance of it } This
grave-faced, solemn elderly man who rose f rom behind his littered desk

to greet me with such distant forma#lity and chilling reserve could

not possiblﬁ be the same Dr. Carver who had walked withﬁ me recently in

the edges of the fields, calling the weeds by name; who had lifted his
voics with ours in song above the rumblings of the old chariot 1 For

brief but long-seeming moments Iw as panité=ssricken, until happily some
casual remark brought }aughter to the mescue ( As it has done on ma;;?:SSLV
occasions shnce ) and the awful ice of shyness and self-consciousness on
the pa®t of both of us was completely gone, melted in the sun of laughtar.
Back again now was the sense of mutual undérasanding and ® nfidence, the
fundamental assurance of mutual inner surmise --- and we were ready to
begin our worlk,

I have spent many hours at Tuskegee Institute since that June
morning, for I have returned for visits of a week or longer whenever
responsibilities elsewhere would permit it. There, talking with Dr.
Qarver in his office, his laboratory, his museum, or out on the campus or
at Dorothy Hall, I have heard fram his own lips much of the story that
appears in this book, particularly that part of it comprising the earli-

er chapters, for to no other source save his own memory could we go for

the story of his early childhood, During my earlier visits at Tuskeegee
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we spoke frequently of his boyhood and early ydﬁth, some of his memo=
ries, dim at first, becoming clearer as we discussed them.

As for the later chapters -- now and then Dr. Carver would givetme
the name and address of sone person who had knovn him at some time of
his life, saying, "Now, you go and talk to him. He can tell you a lot more
sbout me than I can tell you about myself," I have found many such peo=-
ple here and there, though none who could ever quite measure up to that
prophecy. Some of them have been friends of his early manhoed -- from
Iowa, Colorado, California , and Tennesee thadr letters have came in
response to my request for help, letters describing the young Carver am

7 : _ (ggigé_gggfﬁgcglty members/
they knew him. At Tuskegee Institute I have talked w1th7@!ﬂ:ﬁ who most
generously have told me of his 1life among them there, And here and
thers in many places I have come across his "boys" and others who have
known him, some intimately and some only through his public lectures,who
;;;:addad their own particular contributions to this & ory of his life.

Among the excellently ordered files in the Institute Research library I

have spent many hours, beading the hundreds of newspaper and magazine

articlesénd items written of the man himself and of his w@work during the
i

past half century. It is from sources such as these -- and fram his
letters that have cama e me regularly s, wherever I have been, these
last nine years -~ that I have gathered the materials for thdﬁétory of
the life of George Washington Carver,

It is not a complete story, and makes no pretense of being. Its
purpose 1s simply to portray the GQ§rge Washington Carver whom I myself
have come to know during the past nine years, and to tell the story of

his remarkable life as T have learned it from the sources available to me,




Crisp Foreword -~ 8

I

There ~j%ﬁany significant and important things omitted-- of this I am
keenly aware; omissions growing out of incomplete knowledge on the one
hand, and out of immature and inadequate concepts and understandings on
the other. Those things that I have seen, have learned, have known, and
have believed to be true -- those things I have written.

Today, at 79, Dr. Carver is still busily at work, zxixX insofar as
his failing strength will allow himito be; still ah important part of the
main flow of the currents of America's life. There will undoubtedly be
many books written about him as the years go along. This one will well
fulfil its purpose if, in the end, it can add even a minute contribution
to the full portrayal, the eventual understanding of the measure and the

meaning of the 1ife of this extraordire ry American, George Washington

Carver.,




faorge Waghin-ton Carver was in his early sixtiss,and in the

midst of some of the busiesft years of his lifa,when I first met him
and basame one of the clese circle of friends he called his "Little
Family",

Our mo~ting occurred at the Woman's College of the University
of North Carolina, at Greensboro, It was on a morning in May, 1933,
that Bes., Carver cama to speak on our campus., He was to speak twilce
that day, first at the noonday convocation of students and faculty,
and againi??a dwening, when he wes to present his already famous lec-
ture on "The Peanut and Some of its Ugses", T™e evening lecture was too

be opan to the general public, as wall ashgtudents and faculty.

During the period of the twenties and hhirties this extrazwds
Agricultural
#rdinary American , then Director of theBE?snarch and Experiment Sts-

tion at Tuskegee Institute, in Alabama, was frequently called away
from his laboratory and classroom at Tuskegee to go out to lecturse
‘all across the country,teking with him, to show and to discuss{qoma
axamnlas of tha ineredible songlomeration of products coming out of
his Tuskegee laboratoryj;products which, to his way of thinking,had
high potential value commercially even though they were born of such
commonplace parentage as peanuts,sweet potatoes, and soybeans from f
the fieldsjwood shavings he picked up from the wastes at sawmmillsj;or
fhm pichly colored clays dug up from Alabama hills. Fuuzkad 3 xundaestERGE
Touched by his keen,informed scrutiny,his &sEsgeEsa creative mind his
sensitive highly~trained hands, such commonplace things had a way of
being tran-formed into produscts caleculated to stagger some of their e

beholders,to amuse others, and to stir the imaginations of yet others
i

into investigative and creative actiony 0k H W
It was this third group, made up of those who would see,
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ﬁarver

hear,"catch the spirit", and go out on their own far vogages of dis-
covery and schievment that Professor Carver considered potentially
Inportant enough to justify his leaving his lahoratory, his classroon,
his hours of quiet search and contemplation at Tuskegee for the ex-
haustive physical and emotional strains involved in his traYﬁling, T
legturing ,mingling with ecrowds of strangers;and all the othéiiéis-

ruptions of his accustomed way of 1life én the campus which was, fopr

most of his Xifa adult days,his home ,his workshop, and,in some Q::t:fg/

his native habitat,
Thet spring of 1933, when I first saw him, Yarver jad agreed

to a lecture tour sponsored by the Southern Student Y M C A Council.

He wes to speak 4in a dozen or more colleges and towns in the South

and along the eastern seaboard., Jim Hardwick, a young Virginian who

had graduated some years before from the Virginia Polytechnic Imakiku

at Blacksburg

Institute and wee then a membear of the Southarn Council's staff in

Atlanta, had made the advance arrangements for the lecturss and would

serva as the sveakar's assistant and traveling companicn. Such an

assistant was essentiel, if for no other purpose than to act as baggage
carefully designed ;

man, for the large,mspamimxityxmaxis cases in which “arver's provocative

apmnlas of his"prpducta” were packed and carried( packed in bottles
stacked

which in turn wero pEmkak,sach in its own place, in rows within the

cage ) were heavy and hard to handle. An assistant from the Institute

or from the sponsoring organization usually went along en all the jonr-

neys of any langth,

Thers wes no swift plane servics available for publie transporta-

tion in the years &f the twenties and thirties, Train service, yes,

but no first class service on many of the publle travel facilities

in Amarieca then for George Washington Earver, who was an American Ne-

gro, When possible, he traveled by car,and this was what he planned to




do on his 1933 spring journey for the YMCA Council, To Jim Hardwick,

then, fell the multiple role of tour manager,lecturer's assistant,

baggage man, and chauffeur,

It was a role that delighted both of them,
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Lucy Cherry Crisp
116 Bast Jones Street
Raleich, North Carolina CARVER I

frogrt 1
J,\‘_,v_f‘ﬁ) gg} kL 2GPAC ;
It was on & morning in May,1933,that I first met George

Washington Carver; a memorable morning, it was destined to be., I
had, of course,heard of him long before that day, for "Carver of Tus-
kegeo" was a familiar name in newspaper headlines then., And any men-
tion of him in public parlance,during those years of the early thir-
ties, was likely to be followed by the identifying phrase "the man
who has made so many things from peanuts." For it was through his
public lectures on the products he was evolving from such humble
source materials as peanuts and sweet potatoes, swamp muck?nd clays,
in his laboratory down at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, that he first
became known te the general American public,

From a mutual friend I had also heard of him, Jim Hardwick,
of the Southern 8tudent Y.M.C.A., Council in Atlanta, Georgie,had on
several occasions spoken to me of his friend, Dr. Carver. "I first
heard him speak when I was a student at the Virginia Polysechnic In-
stitnte}in Blacksburg, Virginia,"™ Jim had said, with a tone in his

volce closely akin to the wonder and warmth of a boy's words when he

speaks of a well-loved hero. "I can't describe him to you,"Jim had

2
declared., "He is different from anybody else I have eﬂg known. And

nobody else has ever meant to me what he has meant, YOH'll have to
meet him someday; thon you will know what I mean."

This day of meeting finally came in the Spring of 1933. One of
the lecture tours made by Dr. Carver during that year took him to a
number of colleges and universities in the South and East, At the Wo=-
men's College of the University of North Carolina, at Greensboro, we
had scheduled him for two talks. He was to speak briefly at the noon=-

day chapel convocation of faculty and students, and then, in the even=-
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ning, he would present for both students and the general public his
popular lecture on the Peanutg a lecture in which he discussed this
so-called "lowly" product of Southern $0il, and illustrated some of
the discoveries he had made concerning its not-so-lowly nature and
its manifold possibilities. He was traveling by car on this tour,

with Jim Hardwdkk as his tour manager and traveling companion, this

N
series of lectures being qgor the sponsorship of the Southern Student

Y.M¢C.A. Council.
On the scheduled day in May, along about noon, Jim appeared at

my office door to announce their arrival. Dr. Carver was waiting for

college
us in the car, he said, parked near thoA?uditorium where he was to

speak. "Come out and meet him", Jim continued."Hs is expecting you".
That was how it happened that my earliest recollection of George
Washington Carver, the first of many memories of him etched deeply
in my mind during the nine years that followed that morning in May,
is the sight of him as he sat that day en the front seat of the faded
0ld blue touring car of very "ancient lindage",to borrow a phrase
from Little Lord Fauntleroy's description of his old applewoman
friendsy an antiquated car they had purshased for travel on the tour.
"The Chariot", they had immediately named it, motivated,no doubt,
by both affection for the "museum piece" look of its high-slung de=-
gign and ggffaith that eventually it would carry them home again.
It was a car that obviously would require a large measure of both
affection and faith from those for whose transportation it was held
responsible.

As we approached the "Chariot", I could see at first only the
head and shoulders of our speaker, for he was sitting low in the

utterly relaxed
front seat, leaning back in mkkamexwaimxmkiwm fashion against the
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back of the seat,apparently resting while he awaited our arrival.
When we came near, he sat up straight, took off his plaid tweed
traveling cap, and held out his hand to me through the open window,
"I am so very pleased to meet you“, he said, and I found myself
looking into deepset eyes strangely light in color against the dark,
black-bronze background of his face,gray-blue eyes that were filled
with an ancient wisdom and a warm compassion,welling up from some-
where in their depths; welling up and flooding hiﬁAyggggiga face
with a 1light that was wonderful to see. His voice was surprisingly
high in pitech, but soft in tonal quality; his words gently spoken
and deliberate. I sensed in him, even in those first moments of our
meeting, & certain indefineable quality of quietness that brought to
my mind immediately an old Biblical phrase:"In quietness and fonfi-
dence shall be thy strength". There was something more here, I
somehow knew, than a mere surface calm; such quietness as this came
only out of a constant central confidence somewhere within a man,

Ho was wearing a worn but neat-looking suit of some plain dark
worsted material, with a tiny white flower,unfamiliar to me, fastened
in his coat lapel; a flower that repeated the white of his hair that
lay on his head like a close-fitting white skullecap fitted low in

a scallop at the center of hisﬁWrinklod/hgrk}forohead,but receding

N
o e

far back at aith?gide. His four-in-hand tie was of some loosely woven

stuff and wider than the type then worn by most men, a tie that he
had woven for himself,I later lsarned.
I found it impossible not to take special note of his hands,
supple, slender-fingered
even as I had of his eyes. Long,xnpmiaxfimgawsdxhandxx hands,with
a deep inward curve on the outer side of each thumb;unusual-looking
hands. Both sensitive and strong,they wamax became an elogquent medium

of communication in themselves, in the simple gestures he sometimes

used to punctuate or emphasize his words.
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Behind him, as he sat there in the old blue car that morning,
there was an extraordinary array of sultcases,packing bozes,branches
and twigs from a varlety of trees and shrubs apparently seen along the
way, and even some rocks and large lumps or slabs of clay; a strange
assortment of luggage, but one which, I later learned, was his usual
accunulation when his tours were made by car, That day it seemed to
me a suitable setting for him; he was obviously a man who could be
counted on to carry unexpected luggage.

He could also be counted on for a quick change of mood, as I

suddenly discovered, We had been talking for a quarter of an hour or

so, Jim and I, standing by the car,discussing the chapel program that

was soon to follow, with Dp. Carver putting in a question now and then.
It was a serlous c;nversation, not a solemn one by any means, but in
serious veing, having to do whth the plans we had made for the Carver

the Cityof
lectures on our own campus and at other places in the vicinity of
Greensboro . Then, following a pause in the conversation, Jim suddenly
looked at his watch and said, with a xmi change into a tone of affection-
ate humour, "Don't you think it's about time we started to get him out
of here 2 "

Wathout thinking how silly such a remark would sound, and ac-
tually, half-serious - after all, how could I be certain of Dr. Carv-
er's state of health ? Sitting there Xmmmbdlf in the car, he seemed
2:::; frail, and as ancient as the hills or the pyramids jwithout think=
ing,then, I answered "Well, how long will it take to get him out ? "

A sudden shout of laughter went up from both of them,loud,bois-
terous laughter in which I was obliged to join, ewven though I had put
my question half-seriously, and felt considerably abashed at having
been so taken in by a gquestion apparently spoken in jJest. It was some

\Wh e
time before their laughter subsided.,Pinally it did, WP <@gk Dr. Carver
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year-old lad, stood up to his fulll\height of six feet or more(even with

opened the car door, and stepping out with tdlie agility of a sixteen-

the slight shoulder stoop that made his coat collar stand up in a hump
in the back) and began walking in longp vigorous strides toward the

stage door of the auditorium.
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This book sbout Geepge Washington Carver had 1ts beginning on

a morning in May, 1933, when I sat in an office at The Woman's College
of the University of North Carelina (Greensbere, N.C, ) awalting the
arrival ef the chapel speaker, As counselor for student religious ac=-
tivities at that college then, I was at times responsible for securing
speakers for chapel convecations,snd feor that particular day I had sched-
uled a speaker eof whom I persenally knew very little -- a camnsiderable
risk to take on a cellege campus, as anyone acquainted with shudent epine-
4on on the whole matter of chapel lecturers can well testify.

On several occasions J.T, Hardwick, then a member of the field
staff of the Southern Student Y M C A Council, had shid to me,"There is
a men I want you to meet someday-- George Washington Carver, You may have
heard of him as ' the man who has made so many things from peanuts'.
He has done a lot of lecturing on coellege campuses, and still makes a
tour now and then, I hope you get him at Weman's College someday. He's
great § " Se, in the winter of 1933, when Mr, Hardwick had written us
that anoether Jecture trip was being arranged for Dp. Carver, we had

gsoclieduled him for a chapel talk en our campus.

Now, today, he was to come,a nd Iwas conseious of a feeling of

definite uneasiness as I sat awaiting his arrival, for a much~heralded
speaker vh o turns out te be, in student language, 2 "flop", is a hard
matter to live down on any school eor cellege campus, as I knew frem teo

many exXperiencesS.eccee But now Mr. Hardwick was at t he office door,
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saying "Well, he's here | Come out and meet him, We parked down at the

auditorium,"

As weyf walked down the driveway I had my first glgmpse of the ven-
erable-looking car o f "very ancient lineage® which they had purcha sed
for transportation en this particular tour., And there, en the frent seat
of the "chariot®, as they called it, was our speaker -- enthroned smong
the highepiled seeming confusion of packing cases, bags, slabs of earth,
sticks and stones and branches which formed-- as I later learned-- his
customary travle equipment when the journey was made by car,

"This is Dp, Carver™, Mr, Hardwick said, and a voice peculiarly high
in pitch replied , with a gentle sort of deference and dignity, "I am seo
very pleased to meet you",

I shall never forget him as he sat there,quietly alert, listening be
our conversation as we spoke ef the chapel pregram, and making occasional
inquiries er suggestions about 1it, .Thero was a quality of gquietness about
him, sensed immediately, even in the midst ef the gay banter and repartee
of the mement -« a quality ef quietness fer which I have never found more
degeriptive language than the werds of the ancient Biblical phrase "In
quietness and confidence shall be thy strength."....

Outwardly, he looked quite feeble, his bread shoulders slumped,
his words sof t-spoken, his hair white abeve his brewn-tinged black face
when he had removed his natty=leoking plaid traveling cape. Se feeble that
when Mr, Hspdwick Jekingly asked "Is it about time we started to get him
out of here?"™ I thought perhaps he spoke seriously, snd snswered "Well,
hew leng does it take to get him out 2"

A spentaneous shout of laughter frem both of them greeted my

g8illy remark, leaving me consid~rably abashed at having been so taken in.
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A few moments later, however, my embarrassment turned into something eof
alarm, for when our speaker-te-be had descended quite agilely from the
sharie$, a tall, strongly-built figure, and started walking toward the
auditorium 1in leng, vigerous strides, he continued to laugh in cascade
highepitched .
after cascade eof delighted laughter . This manwas our chapel speakere-
would he recover himself and return te his dignity in time ? And what
kind of speech wwmld this strange man be likely to make ?

I might have spared myself any such concern, for now we were at
the back-stage doer, the presiding prefessor was coming to greet us, and
turning te make the intreductions, I found eur speaker dignity perseni-
fied, A moment later My, Hardwick said "He likes te have prayer before he
speaks, if we can®. I closed my eyes and heard my name,spoken in the
quiet, high-pitched voice Iwas to come to know se wells"Miss Crisp". Teo
surprised actually te pray, I said a sentence or twe, and then the quiet
vefce spoke againg"r, Hardwick", A brief prayer by My, Hardwick, Dr,
Carvert!s own simply-speken petition, and the presdding professer was re-
turning, Geing down the corrided, then, to find my place out in the au-
diterium ameng t he 1800 students gathered there fer chapel, I found my
mind at complete ease cencerning tho_spcak.r for the daye.

I saw them several times during the next few days, when Dr,., Carver
was speaking in smd around Greensbore, They toek me with them when he
went te speak in Salisbury, 50 miles away, & young men from another cellege
alse accempanying ms. On the way to Salisgbhry the "chariet" broke down,
and while Mr. Hardwick and the student attended teo the essential repairs,
I walked with Dr, Carver aleng the edgesg ef the field,

"This", he would say, bending dewn to pick a spray from a weed or

some kind of little grass or flowring shrub, "is a most r emarkable little
plant. You will note the brilliant purple of its flower., Now, that is
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whatbthey are using in the manufacture of 850=8Nd=80,¢00 XX & most
useful little plant".He was completely at home here, en intimate,appre-
ciative terms with all these tiny weeds ans flowers snd plants among
which I, who had seenthem thousands ef times, yet walked an utter strane
ger. As we turned to go back te the repaired chariet, he stepped a
moment, arranged into a quaint little bouquet the sprays he had bea
gathering,loeked at it for a leng moment, then handed 1t te me,saying
"I'd 1like to paint that somedayyeees perhaps I shall,” It was an e
forgettable hour for me,

On the way home from Salisbury, someone started a song and the
four of us sang, then -- old felk songs, spirituals, eld hymns of the
church, fragments of tunes only half-recalled-- the high teneor veice
of our speaker sounding clear and true with the ethers, Now and then
with a little chuckle he would say "That song always reminds me", and
go on to tell us of some experience linked in his memory with that pare
ticular piece of music; some incident eof his life stery,

Later, beginning et piece tegether these bits ef incidents, a nd
others I had gathe red in conversation with him, I feund myself growing
greatly interssted in the extraerdinary stery eof this man's life; in the
remarkable pattern of the sixty-edd years that had brought him frem the
Missourl slave cabin inte which he was born on up teo the distinguished

~place he new held among t he living scientists of the werld. Discpmssing
it with Mr, Hardwick, I inquired whetls r there were any biegraphies ef

him already written or bbing prepared, and learned that as yot there weme

none, A brief book about his life, shd numerous newspaper and magazine

articles and stories, but as yet, no adequate biegraphyd,
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Agreeing that this was an impertant matter, and one that sheuld
have immediate utﬁontion, we came to the concluiien that we would begin
webk en one ourselves, ill-equipped though we kmew ourselves to be for
any such undertaking -- a decision undoubtedly anether excellent illuse
tration of "fools rushing in where angels fesr te tread ™, Dp. Carver's
own warm ehthusiasm and endorsement of the idea served to vitalise our
eonclusion, however, and initial plans for earrying out the idea were
made, t he first step being that I should go to Tuskegee Institute as soen
as possible teo begin work with Dr, Carver on the stery,

So it was that the idea for this book was born, and se it was thad
on a Sunday afternoon in June, 1934, I found myself on a train out of Ate
lanta with a ticket that read "Chehaw, Alabama®", As I left the train at
the diminutive Chehaw depot, a student in the blue uniferm of the Tuskegee
Institute cadets appreached, touched his cap, and said "You are Dr.
Carver's guest?The car'is waiting here™, The drive was brief, and we
were soen passing through the gates of the Institute campus and drawing up
before Dorothy Hall, in which is the Guest House, Gracieously received
and assigned a room by lirs, Martin, the hostess, I was told that I had
arrived just in time for Tea, and invited to come directly into ‘the dining

room, Here, vhere we ﬁoro gserved by Home Ecenemics students, I found sev -

eral other guests already assembled, this Guest House, as I was soon te
discever, being a place where one may count on meeting interesting people
frem all parts ef the world,

Dr, Carver-- or Professor Carver, as many on the campus still eall
him -~ lived in Rockefeller Hall, they told me, and had bean busy re-
ceiving visiters all day lenge Ureeting him by eampus telephone, I made
-nn appeintment to ceme and see his laboraterya nd office the next day,

then walked for a while in the June twilight en the bread relling campus
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Faced by the immediate reality of actually begimning this venture we had
smallness
planmmed, I was suddenly eoverwhelmed by my own immidmmuxzx and inadequaey
for the task, Whowas I %o write of the life of George Washington Carver }
Gradually, however, sanething of the peace of this memery-laden campus,
upon which the man of whose life Iw as to write had walked among his stu-
dents for 35 yesars, must have flowed into my treubled spirit, and I was
asleep early, eager for the merning to come,

Nine eo'clok the fellewing morning found me at Milbank Agricultural
Hall, inquiring of a student whom I et int he corridor where I might find
Dr. Carver, and being shown inte his eoffice,. And if I had been concersd
overhis less eof dignity Just before his chapel talk in Greensbore, I was
terrifed now by the awful prepondernace of it § This grave-faced, selemm
elderly man who rose fram behind his littered desk to greet me with suech
distant formality and chilling r’iﬁiﬁﬂ oquld net nosaibly be the same Dr,
Carver who had walked with me so—rvctﬂtty“tﬁ"fﬁ?“?agésof the fields, calle
ing the weeds by name; who had lifted his voice with ours in song abeve
the rumblings of the eld chariet § For brief bpt long-seeming moments

I was panic-stricken, until hnppily some onqpal rumark brought quieck lsughe

ter teo the rescue(As 1t has ﬂwna on many oocasions sipee) ana the nwful
ice of shyness and self-consciousness on the part of beth of us was com-
pletely gone, melted in the sun ef laughter, Back again now was thet.‘_
sense of mutual understanding a nd cenfidence, the fundamental ussurunnoﬂ
of mutual inner surmises-- and we were ready to begin our work,

I have spent many hours at Tuskegee Institute since that June morne

ing, for I have returned for visits ¢f a week or longer whenever respen-

sild lities elsewhere would permit it., Thers, talking with Dp., Carver in

his office, his lashoratory, his museum, or out ‘on the campus er at Dorethy

Hall, I have heard fram his own 1ips much of the story that
appears in
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this beek, particularly that part ef it comprising the earlier chap-
ters, for to ne other source save his own memery could we gom for the
story of his early childhood., During my earlier visits at Tuskegee we
spoke frequently ef his boyhoed and youth, some of his memories, dim at
first, becoming cleawer as we discussed, There remained much vagueness
at some points, however, particularly as to dates and exact lengths of
time spent at one place eor another, He has novor'kﬁown the exact date
of his birthdafor instance -« only its apprciimnto time,
As for the later chapters-- now an@ then he would give me the

name and address of some person whe had known him at some time of his

life, saying "New, you go snd talk te him, He can tell you a lot more

about me than I can about myself.™ I have feund many such people here
and there, though nene who could ever quite measure up te that propheecy.
Some of them have been frfiends of his early manhoed-- from Celeradoe,
Towa, California, a nd Tennesee their letters have come in respense to
my request for help,letters deseribing the young Carver as they knew
him, At Tuyskegee Institute I have talked with staff and faculty meme
bers who have most generously told me of his 1life among them there,

And here and there in many places I have found his "boys"™ and others
whe have known him, some intimately and semo only through his publie
lectures, who have added their own particular contributions te this
story of his life, Among the excellently erdered files in t he Institute
Research library I have spent many hours, reading the hundreds of news-
paper andmagazine articles and items written of the man himself and of
his work during the past half century.It is from sources such as these,
aﬁd from his own letters that have come to me wherever I have gone these

nine vears that I have known him, that I have gathered the materials for
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this story of the 1life of George Washington Carver.

It is not a complete stery, and makes no pretense of being. It 1is
simply an effort to portray authentically &he George Washington Carver
whom I myself have come te know during the years that have passed since
that memerable lMay morning when I first saw him enthroned in the old
"ghariot™; the story ef his life as I have learned it from the seurces
available to me,

Teday, in his seventy-seventh year, Dr. Carver is 8till busily
at werk insofar as his failing strength will alow him to bes still and
important and influential part qf the onflowing currents of his country?s
1ife, There will undoubtedly bé many boeka';vrittan about him as the
years pass. J‘his one will well fulfil 1/.‘1:3 purpese if, in the end, it
can add even a minute contribution ta he full pertrayal, the evantual
understanding eof the measure and the meaning of the 1life of this extra-

erdinary American, George Washington Carver,
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«#0ctober, 1896.The student sent to the train to meet him--so the famil-

ar story goes--reached the station to find the train arrived and gone.
No anxious-loocking newcomre was anywhere to be seen, but a 1iitle dis-
tance down che tracks a tall, ve®y slender, well-dressed man strolled
casually,stogﬁgng to examine the shrubs nh? soil, the general aspect
"e)" A
oft things around the little railroad dCQUu..oo. It 13 a likely story,
this being emactly the kind of thing that this new professor had Iong
been a ccustomed to do wherever he happened to be, whethar the surround-
were new and strange, or long familiar. A casualqgmeming event,
this Sunday afternoon arrival -
hint that setw@Ily it was bringing to the south a

#ff

who was to give chemistry a new meaning,’ agrivulture a new outlook,

” o
—

and industry a new alliance".

Arrived at the Institute, a mile outside the little town of Tuskee-

gee, Professor Carver esyabll shed hlns 1f in Porter Hall, ome—ef—the

BPEUEER e

-

residence hal%ﬁ for men students and faculty members, getting his meals
with faculty and students in Alabama Hall, A litctle more than 30 years
of age af this—time, he was a striking-laoking figure as he went about
the campus, in—-these—earty-dnys. A photograph made during his *at®s stu-
Yy “'f,_/- - - . ] . »
dent Hays- portrays him standing beside an easel on which i1s one of
his flower paintings, 'pélette and ' brushes in his hands =-- g dark-skinned,
‘ M‘»ﬂ ™ - 4 I
tall, very igh dlonder figure withﬂFﬁéflong;éupple-flng@red hands
ewhat wistful mouth benenth a neatly-trimmed
head above the far-looking,conprehending
eyes of an artist and a seer-- a distinetly appealing face in which

gentleness, discermient, and strength are paainly intcrmingled.
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There was no Agriculture building on the campus as yet, no lab-
orétory equipment for agricultural science, But with this kind of sita =
ation Professor Carver was well able to cope, having had long experience
in the necessity for practically "making something out of notning“. With
an office in Hall, he s ot about wopking with his students to set wup
laboratory equipment adequate for iheir needs. "The equipment in the mind
of a man', he told them, " #s vastly more important than that in his lab—

s At
oratory“—— a s=ying typical of the feachingé generations of students were

2\

to hear from the lips, and deduct from the activities, of this new pro=-

\ A JD A )

fessor, Of o0ld bortles, hollow reeds(‘CFackﬂd OIEEEE~6£_poBtory,old cups

and saucers and the like, brought in by the students from searching trips

instituted by thair teacher, was the rirst laboratory equipment created;

of cast-off bits of junk they made their Birst green-house -- but the

results seryed thedeaperpoass until botter facilicties could be attained--
W‘M Jusr= N—tard 2N L

the purpose of this department of agriculture being "to make the instructions
practical as well as scientific, that the knowledge acquired by the student

shall be of direct material aid to him in his Tuture vocations as farmer,

n

detrmamx dairyman, and teacher, In addition to being the director of the

department, Carver was instructor in Scientific Agriculture and D airy

Science, with fiwe assistants who were responsible for courses in Practi-
& and
cal Agriculture and Farm Management; Stock aisingy trugk uardening, Horti-
(e “ D/l“’\"”"“&r “»ga
Pl x
CUlture e and for the dairy herd. Such was thef arricultural Deourtrﬂnt

~

when Cerver cams to Tuskesgee --worthy of note here as the point of

for his work, but soon_fo hm experience an e xpansion and growth

[(SVPY oW 1 T Iy b el a2 e PN e AT e

A e T - alae
’ . - 03 L) e = e e
Tt is doubtful that apywhere in America at that time co 1ld Carver

have found an enviromnment more suited to his needs, nor a—2+oC8 Or work

mors likelwy to develop to their full fruitim his unusual endowments and
3 1

axtraordinary training, than he found herec at Puskeegee Institute. In the

first place, it was in the South, a fa’t which in itself was the fulfilment




of one of his dreams., He had long wanted to return to the South, to live
among members of his own race who, altho not of his own actual bldod kin,
wera yeot, he felt, eloser to him in those intangible realms of wpiritual
background and inheritance then oaem his closest friends of the white race
could ever be. Linked with this fundamental desire simply to be among His
%own peopsie" was the gradually acquired determination to be of help to them
in their long struggle upward from ignorance and poverty.

In thes econd place, here at Tuskeegee he r'ound himself surrounded
by stark,tragic instances of the very needs he had long since envisioned
and set out to help overcome, Here, within walking and driving distance,
were Negro families living in the conditions that had ler't Booker T, Wash=-
ington with “a very heavy heart", conditions not unusual but typical of
poverty-stricken farm families thruoughout the entire South. Nor was the
need for the help ”h:c} S%ance could bring to Agriculture confined to Ne-
gro families alone-- B§¢n£#Umean\; Worn-out and depleted 3011)anﬂ meagre
starvation harvests were ,common sew=we®l on the farms of once-wealthy

,w)v\"’/['-’
plantation owners--theo tEEEEes® . out-come not only of the war but of the

Qo Lefs . : .
wiai-eusl/one-crop system then prevalent in the South. It was inevitable

that the presence of such need all about him should act as a continual spur

to a scientist Xikax@magw 6f ¥Parver's nature-- a man who had added to his

S
inborn love of the soil and its fvultdw/,flang,vear of patuent stpdy of

AN SN
its natureits needs; its diseases, and their treatment--its~§;g;5ﬁ&ai
JEJ%14J*'€¢{N e Y it

Ve e

harvests and tneiJDvalue in terms oﬁA?uman bondgge and freedom.

Another factor of prime 1JpOW*ance for C rver at*tﬂ%@rtfﬁe was the

fact that hera &t iuskee ea he found already organised and functioning chan-
J g A

ok

nels thru wnich his qtovﬁ/ of knowledge, skill, and understanding tm tim—field
of—soienticic agpifiuliuee might be made lmmﬁdlntﬁlv— available to farmers in
‘Wt

m od of eeesr; as well as to southernh agriculture as a whole. <*hru his

classes and gener.a direction of the department's work he was in direct
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daily contact with students from many farm homes, many of whom would
themselves go back into rural communities to teach. Th Annual Farmer's In-
gtitute, already established by Dr. Washington, gave opportunity for lec=-
tures, demomstrations, exhibits, and personal talks with hundres of Negro
farmers, many of them influential in cheir home communities.

lioreover, TuskeeBee Institute was already widexy known in America, by

reason of the earnest, effective eloquence and clear, far-seeing vision of
Booker T, Washington. From his speech before the National Education Associ-
ation in Madison, Wisconsim, and his great "Let down your bucket where you
are" address at the Atlanta Exposition in 1895, Washington had emerged as
a man of giant stature, a leader of his race, and a man whose leadership
could be confidently trusted by white and colored races alike-- a man of

whose Atlanta address newspapers had said "

A Negro Moses stood before a
great audience of white people and aalivered an oration that marks a new
epoch in the hisotr ofthe South. " Inevitably such acclaim for its Founder
and Principal awakened interest in his school, and set up a constant stream
of visitors interested in observing it at first hand, and brought about a
wide-spread familiarity with the Institute's ideals, its purposes, its
work, and its desire to be of service to both racese.

Added to all these , during his firt year at the Instituteyf Professor
Carver saw yet another channel of communication established for him, one
whichwas to come to be, in many respects, the most important one of them all,
At the request of Washington, the Alabama Legislature in its 1896-97 ses-

sion passed a Bill "

to eatab'!ish a Brach Agricultural Experiment Station
for the coloraed race and to make appropriations therefore----to be located
at Tuskeegee and rin in connection with the Normal and Industrial Insti-

tute." The Board of Control included the State commissioner of Agriculture,

the president of the A and M uColleg@ at Aubumn and the director of the

Experiment Station there, and members oif the Tuskeegee Institute Board
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of trustees who resided in ‘Tuskeegee. This Board was to "cause such ex-
periments to be made....as will advance the intcorests of scientific Agri-
culture, and t& causa such chemical analyses bo—bo—mado as are deomed nec-
essary". § 1500 ouv of the Agricubtural Fund was appropriated for equipment
and improvement, Tuskeegee Institute to furnish all necessary lands and
buildings for the use of the said station and school."™ Carver was made Di-
rector and consulting chemist for the ne Experiment Station -- a position

wnich was to open up to him the lines of communication through which he wa
to make qﬁt;JJ}()#,
—Soleeet Nis ma jor contriout*onﬂ km not only to Agriculture, but to thre—fenld ,

- "f N *f_/ Lt w a““- 0{ 4
VorErus Ehar rFN" Lo 4 /\wwvt»u_. e Sreirely c:.ff s
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Over and above and around these ‘ v sigmifioant factors in the
X ’ /’?J
Tuskeegee Inspitupe gnvironment, there was yet another which should’not
~ 5 LN P
Pl tbAt0 \
be omittedgman intangible factob, yetﬁof much importance to George Carver-%

/p X >
'afﬁhat“indescribeable reality sojetimes referred to in jest as "campus at-
stimulating
mosphors '-athds smykguratinxg mixture of care-free gailety and poignant

discouragements and devotions; the
constant ﬁﬂfgcti@bgflntiﬁﬂ 56 interplay of ideals and emotions, maburity
M ¢ ST
and vouthpfareve? incident upon the concerns and che relationships imwoTVed

]
ﬁ’? W8 daily 1ife of a campus. It wag a congenial air for the® new professor;

N v W '___,_..-r""
for seven years he had lived in the midst of it, breathingt the breath of

its life, He fellt at home in it now at Tuskeegee,
L

In the‘friandship and constant cofifidence and support of Booker T,
Wgshington Pwefwsmeown Carver found at Tuskeegee yet another factor of immense
Importance to him, not only in his professional work at the Institute and
elsswhere, but in his own nersonal growth and development. From their first
acquaintance to the day of Washi jston's death there existed betweent hese
two men a basic sense of spiritual kinship and fundamental understanding
which made their association a steady source of mutual stimulation and en-

ccuragement, Differing greatly in their dominant traits and native endow-
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ments, end at wide w riance in their individual filelds and methpds of work,
they yet were in ciose accord in cheir foundational concerns, their basic

conceptions of the meaning of 1life and its purposes, their unswerving ded-
i tion to the practical applications of the teachings of the Christian uufhﬂw

\LH%O- (o) o
religion. They wero in complete accord, moreover, in their conceptions of

the needs of their own race, their convictions concerning the be= uty an§
¥y =4

dignity of common dail" (¥ i} their ovm habits of ceaseless industry “their

steadfast 5T &ﬁ

XiRExXanx devotigQ to thw service heir tellow men, of whatewere race

oy 7 s o 'ﬂ* ﬁ-“'c, e :ﬁ x
or society. 7& ’J£J§L}/T _Aff' 7 e a&lﬁl
A yea ’ {e g er }nfs G

Agricultural %uildingfgignd ready for occuaanéz, iﬂ!’had the ﬂlstlnﬁt pleas=-
Y oY~
ure of having hid former professor Jameg Wz}son how,U.S. Sgcretary of

g ; e ¥ p- ; |

m el

Agriculture, come down to make thée'dedicatory address, in November, 1897.

It was undeoubtedly an occasigaJof gratification to the Secretary no less
!

than to his former student, ;EEP Institute Department of Agriculture and

the new Research and Experiment Station mew had an actugzv;gﬁg gn the cam-

pus, a much-noeded home, obviously, for che following year's bulletin
from the Institute describes this department as offering 17 courses, among
them such subjects as Economic Eﬁtomology, Botany Crypt%wnic, Principles
of Heedity, Agricultural Chemistry, and Vegetable Pathology--in additim
to such immediately practical courses as Dairying, Liwv stock, and Market
Gardening,

Indicative of the rapid expansion not only of thés particular depart-

ment, but of the school as a whole, and ,of widening seeemmee=etTlgEe 1 oc-

4 2 A
ognition baiga:assannn&-;gg &givﬁ;mpxﬁbnatlonﬂl importance, is the fact

0

that in 1898 it was wvisited by no 1ess a personage than the president of
the United States. Booker T, “ashington had early formed a secrot resolu-
tion that he would endeavor to "build up a school that would be of so mueh

service to the country that the presidsnt or the United States would one

day come to sea it". Thus, learning that the President would come to At-




lanta for the Peace Jubilece celebratving the elose of the Spanish-American
War, he invited Mr. McKinley to come and see his school. The invitation
was acceppted, and "the morning of xkam December 16, 1898 brought to the
little city of Tuskeegee such a crowd as it had never seen before"-- thn

Vi /v’j.,,_f\,
President and lirs. McKinley and all the Cabinet members except one, mout

of them with their wives or other members-of fheir families; the entire

"jA. -, ‘-'_.._4‘.,_ { A ALK )J\L - L AN e
Legisiative Assembly of the ®tate of Allabama--then jn session af Iontgouery-

Citizens for miles around, hothgyhjh 2 and black; the Governor and other
N b Bl [ S

State Bfficialsees. It was a great occasion imdee®, with bunds, varades,

toasts, "

and speeches gabewng, and Professor Varver, with othermembers or the Insti-

o
e

tue faculty amd student body, heard thePresident éay "fuskeegee Institute
1s ideal in ics conception, has already a large and growing reputation in

country, and is not unknown abroad. I congratulate all who are asso=-
ciated in c¢his undertaking for the good which it is doing."

. i Ul
There were many such "great occasion days at Tuskeegee Institute--
later
other presidents came: Theodore Roosevelt(A member oi the Institucve Board

of Urustees) in 1905; Coolidge , as vice=-pr:sjdent, in 1925; FDR in 1959.

Almost from its origin the school hab Kt ovm ﬁhﬁé&/ great occasion days".

For Professor Carver, nhowever, the ordinary in-between days were from the

first continuously full and interesting. His work demanded long hours of
Cong b
econcentrated study and experiment, patient daily devovion to his various
and ghlting chemist ;
tasks. &s director of A£he Expe&iment Station , he received requests for

r

aid and ingﬁfmation n such ¢§nstantly 1ncrea ing volﬁne that 1txmaxxsmmn
RAZAKFARY bocame
;;rect%pn of the

devéte the ma

-. -

ghere has & - , been %fclOSA and qr ranic connaétion H&tween the
Vi

_fwotk of t Station and the Instfitute's AprLcultuPal deoartment—- the ag-

rf

tivities being interwoven and interdependant.
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Out on the red Alabam hills and into the surrounding fields and woods
he went at davn each day, c rrying his botany can, gathering specimens and

practical matarials for his own and ;gy his students' study. Samples o Q

}‘.r",' AL
soils for analysis and experiment; specimens of plant diseases angdzgsecﬁﬁ

dnemiss——practical ,useful, near-at-hand illustrative materials for his
class room and laboracory. ‘‘his stramnge man striding acorss the hills

and fields ahis arms filled wich branches, his botany can slung over his
shoulder, stopping now and then to stand for long moments gazing intently
at a leaf or a lump of clay.was a strange sight to vhe residents of
the Tuskeegee vicinity during his early days there. Who was this man,
and what was he doing ? There were various speculations--perhaps he was ons
of those "herb doctors" out gathering his supplies ! But it was not long

before Lluskeegeer esidonts came to know who this strange’'mgn was, and not

<
LA

only to understand what he was doing out there on the hills, but to avail

§ R
themselves of the results of his activities. g \

Noticing t%%hnumbov 3? people who came to the school toa sk Prof. Carve
concaerning plants, Booker Washington said to him one day “How
do all these psople find out cvhat you know so much about plants on
”Neli, it was this way", Carver replied."Shortly after I came here
was going along one day with my botany can under my arm,looking for planmt
omies. A ladysaw what she thought was a harmless
his arm, and
and asked iy Iwas a
lighted andjaqxed 1 me and see her roses

\
+

I showed her what ; 1 fact

s 1%

her, In this way, and other 8, it became noised abroad

th=2re was a man at the school who knew about plant and peopla b«

caliling vpon me for information and adwvic

1 e, - 17 S o el = . - o
T myself , Washi on continues, in his narrativs of

2 A an- L ol - e A Al I 3 ! yo
incident,” that several ye ago a di te . about the




of a plant: no one knew what it was finally one gentleman
gaid that they had a man out at the Normal school by the

1d name any plant,tree, bird, scone, etc, int hew orld, and

who con
did not lnow there was no use to look any further! A manwas put on a horse
and the plant brought to Prof. Carver, He named it and sent it back. Since

then Prof. Carver's laboratory has never buen free

kind".
An interesting Lictle sidelight on the habit even the campux children
T R - 1 o/, p s
had of "bringing their problems to Carver  is g@ven in a suory that
Mr. Davidson Washington, son of' the Principal, was fond of relating. ®we—

EkXdren ZARERE -in-the-Institube-eemmunity; he 3gid-- 4411 of the chil-

dren around the campus, WExmsax@--children of faculty members and other
- he said
families in the Institute community-- were/ponvinced that Professor Carver
Y

could do Oractlc%%;y anything, e that he knew almost everything, and
()
{ i

covld remedy anything chat was wrong. He himself once had a pet goose of

A A

which He was very fond. One day it was discovered that this goose was
sicke.
"mather told me that I had better take the goose to Professor Carver

and let him find out what was wrong", he @aid. " I meant to do it, bub
it
kept putting it off and forgetting. Finally one morning Father came in and

said thatb it was too late to do anything nowjthe goose was dead. 'Well,

1111 take him to Professor Carver anyway', was my confident reply.' I
come
know he can £xx make him alive again'., And I was perfectly certain that

he could § "

For a dead pet goose thsrs was probably little that Professor Carver
every day )
could do, bubt—thovrse wors "p“hhlnmql' and guestions-braught to dn, AFOTTe -
F r” £
LB
A.ch*hw—euwld“§q7smweehi But eowesy day brought
é?%l”'¢r4~ o PP LAY s RE 4 =

c;auhﬁm prob]ems concerning which he conld and did, do sometﬂlnm.

8 - ”‘”‘1 B .
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but there were many problems and quesbions-= and important ones--about
which h e could, amd constancvly did, do something. The problem of poor
land, for instance .Soon af’er his arrival Washington had expressed the
hope that something cowld be done to beautify their campus. "The land
is very poor here,"he said. "We haven't been able to get grass to grow
at all on some parts of it. Do you suppose you could 2" “Lhe beautifyl
rolling groen slopes on che campus today offer their pemenially verdant
Bestimony to the fact that this land would bring forth grass when a

man who knew what to do for it took it 1in charge.

Ths probelm of poor soil and worn-out land being a basic one in
souwEwesn agriculture, it was toward soil building and renewal that Prof,.
Carwver dieected much thousht and experiment when he first came south.
for experiment
Using 19 acres of soil so poor that for years, even when highly ferti-

most productive

lised in the method considered km=mk in that day, it had comsistently

produced a net loss annuaily of $16.25 per acre, he experimented with

crop rotation and practical fertilisers composed largely of leaves and

swamp muck and various similar porvisions of Nature usuvally left to
waste ,unused. 16 end of his first year'ts work
net gain per acre was S yoars 1ter he had grown a 500 pound
bale of cotton on me of those acres, and had made one of his "poor-land
acres yield 80 bushels of sweet potatoes, with another crop as well.

Continuously carrying on such practical demonstrations of what could
be done with soil when its nature and needs wers underssood

Carver had actual tangible evidence of the truth

=

theories and suggestions he was con

nstan
6 :

his students in the alass rooms sAd aed vorlkime with

t 1y xmaERILE

rpimenta: to the farmers who came to tho Annual and
tes held on the campus; and to the wider cir-

farmers and agricult rists owbside who made use of the service




available at the Reasearch and Experiment Station, a group waich

the establishment ofh the Station knew no "color line"--queires and re-

quests for service coming in from whiate as well as Negro farmers.

ﬁf% his insistent teaching and demonstrations of € and values

inherent in building up worn-out soil, Professor Carver added as a

constant and urgent corrolary the neccessity for crop rotation and di-

versification -~ obvious and widely practised teachings in this day,but
somewhat

new enough to seem "strange doctrines" in the agricultural practises of

the sout offorty years ago. Strange doctrines, perhaps, but timely

teachings, preceding, as they did, the disastrous attack of the deadly

boll weavil on southern cotton fields.

"paaht something else besides cotton", Carver Laé said."Plant sweet

otatoes. Plant peanuts., These mxXIxprERXwillxgPowisss xX® are easils
i8] P LE _ J
A

grown, and will hekp build up your land. It is worn out JZth cotton."

TExXwARR <
Ut was a teaching greatly needed when the boll weavil came |}

Ly
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But there is more to farms and farming than these ma:ters of soil

and its maintenance, plants and their ylelds, important as these things
und oubtedly are., There are also the concerns of family and household-=-
the ugliness or beauty of a home and its surroundings; the right kinds
proper
of food for the growth and sustenance of human bodies--c' othing tog
cover and adorn them, And such questions as these, along with the broader-
scaled Barming activities, were included in the work of the agricultural
dept., e@specially in the monthly Farmers' I'sticutes, and in the larger
Annual Institute which has been one of the big events of the School year
since Booker T. Washington planned and inaufurated the first one in 1892,
In the Carver museum on the campus today there is a colorful exhibit of

his
canndd fruits and vegetables used in xmxh demomstration work at these In-




stitutes early in the eentury-- still delectable to look at, and signif-

jcant as evidence of some of the rirst farm demonstration work actually

carried on in America. éyg(JAﬁ/

In these Institutes Profes®5r found opportunity also to make use of th
tatting and crochet patterns and designs he had shown to Mrs. Lyston and

other friends of his Kansas and Iowa days. Fammer'!s wives found them ine
these and
teresting, esm cially as Pyofessor Carver discussed other possibilities

that might make a great difference in the appearance of home interiors.
9 W T e
Having actual samples and illustrations, he could show them how ool

attractive cent,vaieces ar curtains could be made from such hu'ble
\ K I-tad

materials as tan—bwrimp bags, for instance-- when a few toushes of hand-
work were added as border or embroidery. Nor were object lessons in
cLothing and "fine feathers", moitted } Visitors in the museum on the
campus today sc2e an exhibit of the actual feathers used--featchers from

common farmyard fowls, but dyed,or curled, or artistically arranged to
be used for addrnment
mxkmxadwemmanksxfer  of fetghing millinery; there is one whole hat made
a Wie- (rvruon -4"0“\21_» J. ’

of feauhers)&--- No wonder these *armers' Institutes consistently drew

I

f: \Z-‘."‘ 5 Il 1 4 P
a%ﬁraverage monthly attendance of 75 } Wl e

(VN

m

As follow=-up work for theogq
f&f‘_} ) Wi/J

early years at Tuskeegee, put a few of his demonstration materials in a

bugey on Saturday atrternoon and set off--a student with him, sometimes-e

to spend the week-end in some rural community, visiting people in their
e i
owvn homes, and speaking on Sunday morning at somechurch¥ where he could

always be sure of an int-rested audience-=- discussing with these people
in the isolated areas the things they might do to improve their homes

and,incidentally:tdemselves. Booker T., “Washington had done such visiting
' /
since he Pirst camoe Lo Alabama, and believed firmly in its power for
and a practise actively =aAmIXRXAAX
good-- a belife which Prof., bqrverf§harod.

Q-1
-~

y
AN
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To reach the wider circles of farmers and agriculturists whp neiter

came to the Institutes on the campis nor could be reached by suchw eck-end

demonstration trips, Carver bagan even as early as 1898 tosend out f rom the
Experiment Station bulletins and leaflets containing suggestions and advice
to farmers based on tests and experiments made at the st&tion or in conect-
ion with the school agridultural department. Obvious in the first bulletin,

=1

was his intention that this Station should give information and suggestions
useful
sound,practical, workable nature, ®» the most humble farm family as well
to agriculture as a whole, The title of the first bulletin, published
1898, was "Feeding Acorns"., Any farmer, no macter how poor,
che acorns that feel 1rom the tr:es upon vhe ground, And acorns were
good food for livestock. Hence, first, a bulletin on "Foeding Acorns'. the
second, also published in 1898, was concerned with "Experiments with Sweet
Potatoes", a crop easily grown and valuahle for food not only for livestock
but for the ramer's family,

3

Since the appearance of the firsts two pamphlets,a long series of sim-
ilar ones, written with few exceptions by Professor Carver himself, and
printed by students in the Insticute department of printing, have been sent
out from Tuskeegee Instituvte, fidning their way to remotest corners of Amer-
jca and to various countries abroad. The one on "How to Grow tho Peanut and
105 ways of preparing it for human consumption", probably the m st popular
of all the series, fjas gone thru six editions and revisions. Written in
simple, direct, scientifically accurate language, these bulletins have

been a major means of communication between Carver)the agricultural chemiszy/

and the Parmers and agriculturists a the south., Logical and cleagr in/outjf

e ‘i r,-‘\vc AN A

line, practical in intent, thet afford useful informatvion on ageiculiuwrsel coh-
cerns not only, but interesting insights into the habits of trnought and

trends of mind of the man who wrote them, as well,
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"How to grwo the Cow Pea and 40 ways of preparing it as a table delicacy"
begins, for instance, by saying "Ariong the many rish blessings especially
given to the south, there are but few, if any, that stand out more porm=-
inently thsn the Cow Pea, for the following reasons $---=" Then follow

ten reasons having to do with the cow pea's value as a soil-builder and as
{ & Ve

foodAfor man and boangni;smadaptab L1ity, its dependability, and the
W R Ll e

ligzs , endlnﬁ with this eleventh reason :"The cow pea rightly handled is
both a bank and a mortage lifter to the poor man." The hiStOSZﬁiid origin

IS
oft the cow pea then are given, its varieties listed) esd then fetiews &
L/ﬁ} «q,-\,g WL

d;ﬁgnsséeaﬂof climate, soil, selection of seed, planting, inoculation,

5

cultivation, and harvesting . The middle section of the bulletin is de=

-
voted to the cow pea as food, w ith discyssion of its valuesy and instructions

for its preparation for both the livestock in cvhe stables and the family
around the &4méme table, "As food for mén", the reader is told,"it(the

cow pea) may be prepared, in a sufficient humber of ways to suit the most
fastidious palette?" Porty recipes are tden given, ith explicit instruc-
tions in the art of satisfying the "fastidious palettes" by means of the
cow pea-=-recipes ranging from "Hopping John" and "Pea Bouillon" on thru
fritters, salads, soups, "Chatruese of peas", "Dried Peav Roast(Very fine)
and "Bow pea custard pie"

By way of conslusion, this &ow pea bulletin discusses diseases which
may attack the pea, with suggested remedies., Here we com= ipon such
botannical terms as andothers; but in parenthesis
following these %xmxm botannical names there is invariably their tranalation

T s af,_kc\,a -
into the cormon idiom ,as (Root Knot); (Smoky Spot), etc. RFingllays word
concerning 'Insect Enemies" of the cow pea, and what to do about them, and

plant acres
then ;ﬁe expressed hope that farmers will begin to x®rmw more and more each

year of this wvaluable crop.

Not all of the bulletins follow this particular out-line, of course;




not all are concerned with particular crops, for that ma.ter., They deal als:
with such things as the pickling of meat, howr to bulld up soil, the raising
of hogs and other livestock, various products which may be dsrived from far
crops, and on thru a lon list of titles.mxXIxxeaxizEniaikrdxknxbeExrRxingaxmsk
EpXAXRXZNXEnratxAmurkongx Now and then, tucked away in a paragraph of one
of these lictle pamphlets, thure will appear an intimate back-stage glimpse
of Professor Carver as he carried on the work of experiment and testing

which preceded the publication of the bulletin. In the popular one ofi

peanuaﬁﬁ for instance, there is this interesting paragraph:"Below are given

105 ways of preparing the penut for human consymption, with t he hope that
avery farmer will learn to appreciate them and raisx large quantities for
the

his own consumpftion; and also with the hope that city folk will find the
diet not only wholesome, satisfying,helathful, and appetizing, but very
economical., Fourteon recipes were selected from this number, and a five
course lungheon served to ten food specialists; and each ne smkd& without
exception was enthusiastic over it, and said that it was the most satisfying
luncheon he or shs had ever eaten". But lictle imagination is required to
visualise the ten "food specialists" sitting dovn ® the r five-course
luncheon of peanut dishes prepared from Carver recipes, and exciaiming upon
the deliciousness thereof | It must have been anninteresting occasione

It is not strange that these little,unpretentious bulletins have
been in constant demand during the more than forty years singg0t£é§sﬁaawo
their £irst public appearance, Valuable as reports from a Research and
Experiment Station,and helpful as sources oftested,practieel information

)

and sugeestions for better and happier living in both rural and urban houseo-

L

hold s, they are e ‘ .
=y = xxreda something more, gy are, I : irect personal

£

from a humanitarian-minded scientis imately acquainted with

messaces
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the resources, of Wafu-e on the one hand, and onthe—ether, with the daily
L ‘o' v

oA L . Intimations
needs of men; direct personal mess=ges to any ne who may read them. Xastimax

\

fxx® of th- fact that Profossor Carver hirmsell has felt in the preparatlon
of these bulletins a sense of intimate personal authorship beyond the mere
duty of professional reports and suggestions, appear now and thell=in sEERXxX
Zrxmxmxaz his "Dedication" found in febulletin on the Tomato, for in=-
stance-- a dedication which reads mEEXRakiwx

"To my esteemed friedn and co-worker, lirs. Adella Hunt Logan,

ES

tireless in her efforts to help cths farmer and his family; and who
sa¥ in the tomato a panacea for many of his i ; and who contributed more
data of real value along this line than any ne else with whom 1 have come
in contact, I affectionately dedicate

These were no idle words, for lirs, Logan was one of Professor Carvers
most cherished friends in the Institute community. As the wife of Mr. Warren
Logan, who was the school's first treasurer and its acting Principal in the
absences of Washington, she was among the group of earnesuv devoted members
of the faculty and stai'f who labored tirelessly with Booker T. "ashington
to bring his drearf/for the school into reality,. Iﬂfhéf;PPofessor Carver
found a friend of kindred artistic discernment and appreciation=--a woman to

3

he could bring his paintings for sincere and sensitive appreciation

Whon
and crificism,.

"Sometimes she would make no spoken comment at all", he has sajds "when
E showed her a painting I had just finished.AShe would just stand and look

at it for a long time,a nd say nothing., And then I would sce that there were

e

. She didn't need to say anything,"

o

Such a friendship meant much to George W. Carver, ror, while he was friend=-
ly with many p2onle, his circle of actually intima o friends was closely drawn

and smalle In the midst 6f this small and intimate group he was freely

o

I=

b-spoken and




i B
his desepest conclusions,according to the mood or the demands of the occa=-
sion. But in crowds or among strangers he was shy and withdrawn,se

accord a**rﬁsuiv;l" A3Li”7 in

g

R T Y =]

£ f % v { |
or new é“qw¢intan6ﬂs,___;kwr TN et s
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"AltHOH'% Professor Carver impresses everyone who mee

5 A
ets him with tre

\

tent of his knowledge in the matter of plant life", Booker T, Washiggton
of him, " he is quite the most modest man I have ever met. In fact,he is
almost timid."
Reing by the very nature of his unique gifts and interests, as well as by
the "Onulant damandq OP his work,destined to spend much time alone, he has
-\,{,}“.,w P (e )
never overcorsa .8 timidi%y-agd shyress in thoe presence of strangers or of
made friends.
to quote his friend, Washington,
and made friends whereve

went s Yob *%gg friendScame not as ”'wn“th of, his a:rP?O“lve
R T

gk as concomitants ... AN, [ R N e Ry

Nof, long atiesr he .ca QQ Muskeegee, there,was 4 Founs,
- L - ‘#J_- .,‘ f’ WEs A A 2 i je

strongly drawn, and a Jpos of ultimate comp

i

form in his mind. But he happened one day, i he course of a é%uu; conver -
gatlion, to hear her express certs ideas and attitudse ompletely at
varlance with nis won that there was nothing 1lef f his dream but its shat=-
tared fragments and & wound in h kit Bpari 2 had alwas faelt
T pride in being a maembe f his ow aceys th Joung woman,
#bviously, did not, lhere could be no ultimate companionship built on so
lif'ference as this, Her death, "ew years later >d him to the
expressed long arterward, tl I X as well that "thin
came out as they did" g et G~ rme e, 'T Doliove in '"What

4o

God has joined together, e has said to close iriends now and then,

"But", he continues, af ter ief pause, "what God doesn't join had better

o

Left unjoined", e has led.
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In the midst of his busy life Tuskeegee, he found time to keep
in touch with his Towa friends by occasional correspondence. To the KMilhol=-
lands, on October 2, 1901, he writess

"Youresteemed favor of July 23rd reached me a few days ago and Iw as
indeed glad to hear from you esseee I think of you often and shall never for-
get what you wers in my life, how much -help and real inspiration you gave
me. You, of course, will never know how much you did for a poor colored boy
who was drifting here and there as a ship without a rudder. You helped me
to start aright, and what vhe Lord in his kindness and wisdom permitted me
to accomplish is due in vert great measure to your real genuine Christian
spirits. How I wisht he world was full of suci people; what a different
world it woirld be,

Should I ever come so near you again, rest assursd I am coming to see
you, and I plan to cme to Iowa duri g some of my vacations. Our school
opens on uvhe 10th of this monthe. We have already admitted over a thousand
students., I am glad for your words of cheer and good-will. These from those
we love always make life much easier.

Must ci.ose now as I have about 20 other latters to XEAxX®E answer XXXWmXX
asied from my other duties, May God continue to bless and h=lp you..,bove
Yo Bl Leq e

Yours very gratefully,

Geo. W. Carver "
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and flames and seeming i1ury rose up in wrath from the table before them,
and the youthful Bible students , ekoking and coughing from the chemical
fumes that had quickly filled the roam, took a precipitate departure. But
it is unlikely chey every torgot the lesson of Sodom and Gomorrah 1

"He understood boys as few men do", one of his former students has said
of him. "And his accuracy in everything he did impressed us all as stu-
dents, especially his accurate observations. More than that, he was like a
father to many of us".... thus were they accustomed to speak of him,
Those, that is, who actually knew him. There were many who never di%jwho
never came close to him at all, for among his students,. as among memﬁsrs
of the faculty and his wider acquaintance as the years went on,.there were
many to whom he remained an enigma, a very peculiar person with a strange
high-pitched voice-- an odddbty and a curibsity--even as he had to many
of his fellow students at Ames.

Any form of dishonesty pr deceit, or any attempt at '
Jy P ’ P

'grand airs",
consistently drew from him a stinging rebuke delivered in no uncertain terms,
So was it also with laziness and slipshod habits of work =- facts which un-
deoubtedly kept some of his students from coming to him freely, pr from feel-
ing comfortable in his presence. But any sincere nced, any honest effort,

was certain to received his carefuvl attention, his understanding help and
encourasement, And any evidence of creative artistic effort,scientific
curiosity, or inventive turn of mind found in him a quick and spontaneous
enthusiam# and generous nurturing. Students giving evidence of pessessing
even a small spark of such trends of mind or effort were immediately with-

- o A YNAL - el LPAS A}
duller minds thers remained KhOSESCEEEENEe 1 is conpassion --- to the L

inb the inner circle of Professor's. Uarver‘s!keen intsrest;-—-xuo the, 1

Y

slipshod or the dishonest, his cuntempte It is not km amazing, then, that

the recorded opinions spoken of him by his students should exhibit a wide
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gratefully
variance-~ that XsmExmxx xzxkmw there should be many who remember today
P the fun they had Xkmxzkheexx with him
the many hours spent in talking or working with him; meny who say " he was

like a father to uQ@? snd more"; many,‘onﬁgaﬁngyher hand, who say "I

-dl'p.

/ ———
i

Desphte the long‘hours regquired of him by the daily demands of his

various tasks, he yet found time, as at Simpson and Ames, to take part in
total
the extra-curricular affai s which figure so largely in thn content of

B

life on any school campus . In general outlinoithe nab sern hlq davs as=-
sumed dur' g the fist years at Tuskeegee was tafcharactorisﬂ hia habitual
daily regime for many years to come., One practise in particular was of such
-paramount importance and became so essential a part of his day that nothing
was allowed to interfere with it unless some emergency entirely beyond his
own control arose, This was his habit of rising at dawn to spend the early
hours of the day in guiet, thoughtful, pray=rful communion with the Great
Creator , i e v , -0ut among the silent woods and fields among
the lgyely,%;?a?esting,.eeriOﬁglndrj things of His Bgfnoi?” Fveablﬂn.l

AN 4 - . - [t o i i e

e :
, I'rces, rocks, red clay earth, loaves, flowers fm ewly-wakened birds,
: e

L : ——— )
,{? ghy 11<tle woods unl*nf]s minute forms of life-- adk nhﬁ1ﬁmmn ol llobtuna. .

=4
111 swqil v01ce§§rarﬂlv hesrd at all by the rank and file of their

hunan kin, were distinetly audible in the dawn to George M, Carver, spe: king
to him of their common rmthov¢ﬁf;;isible Ureator, God. "A Nature mystic"
some havs called him, seeking to explain Professor Carver's unusual gifcts

p«xb;'Jé.
of spiritnal discernment and power. He himself would be_the l& person

‘ M R - - - > " . . . -
}# think of his religion as being in anyway "mystic - is so intimately
and naturally a part of him. Foundational in every area of his life for

years "as been ithe simpls but profound basic assumption that back of all




creation there is a loving invisible Creator who is constantly work-

ng out His infinite purposes in t he world thru human minds and hands. Re-
ligion with him, then, becomes the natural but compulsive matter of trying
to underscand what the Craeator wants done, then doing it with altl the knowl-
edge, intelligence, understanding, and skill one may possible command. But
the human partners in this eternal enterprise must keep in ciose touch with
the Gre=t® Creator if tney are to understand His purposes and have power
to work them out.

There are many ways in which men may come to know the Creator's purposes
for them, mav come to have a sense of working in partnership with God,Pro=-

fegsgor Varver often has said. But as for himself, the most natural pathway

loading dirsctly into a stimulating end sastaining certainty of, the preg-

(PP )/

snca of God 1is the daily early dawn Ccuuamderns; contemplation, a ndd study of
r} 5

God's visible out-gif-door creation. lhus it was that when Tuskeegee res-

P
gl |

(s e etn,

idents saw Professor Yarver returning firom his morning walks ,his hands
filied with twigs, his botany can under his arm, they saw something more
than a scientist and teather with specimens for laboratory and cl ass=room
experiment and study. They saw also a man equipped for the day with a sus=-
taining assurance that the Great Creator ,his invisible Partner, would work
through him that day to carry on to further fulfilment some portion of
for the world

an eternal purpose thal doth throush all the ages run". It was a powerful
equipment Bor a teacher and a scientist to bring back to a class-room
and laboratory =-- or anywhers, for that matter - as the years were abundantl:
tO Pprove.

On thrut the day's schedule, then, he would go,wherever his work might
call him, into class room, laboratory, green house, farm; or to chapel ex=

2
}(lr;-u
ercises, committee meetings, entertainments -- sometimes for an hour or two

&1@4 his painting. AFter supper it was his custom to read his mail for the

day, attending to any that needed immediate replies, writing the answers in




his own hand. Then to sleep, as early as possible, to be ready to rise
again with the dawn.
So went vhe genral pattern and plan of Professor CVarver's days on th

campus, and in 1906 there came another of the "great occasions" at Luskee-

gee--this time the celebration of the school's 25th Anniversary. Many nota-

ble figures in American life were present to take part in the celebrathon--
President Eliot, of Rarvard; Mr. Andrew Uarnegie, Bishop Galloway of Miss.,
Pres., Abercrombie, of the U. oi Alabama, Secretary of “ar Taft, and other
distinciive men of the generation - all present as speakers or guests.
There was abundant cause for celebration, for the school which had started
25 years before in an old church and shack, with one teacher, was now an

85 buildings;
institution of 156 teachers;l,590 regular stu 'nts; 2300 acres of landnear
the campus 3 and en endowment of § 1,825,664 in addition to the 22,500
acraes ol saleable land granted by the U.S.Gongress.

Professor VYarver, rcporting on the work oif ivhe HResearch and Experiment
Station for its first decade, said that experiments had been carried on
with sweet potatoes;feeding acors;peas,beans,and corn for forage; 13 vari=-
eties of cotton; Irish potatoes; onions; vetch and crimson clover; cotton;
and peanuts. He had #ssued 7 bulletins and 16 leafl ts; had distributed
seed samples to farmers and to school gardens; held monthly Farmer's In-
stituteson the campus with an evarage attendance of 75. On 20 trips theu
the county he had reached 1,000 people. There had been annval Farm Fairs,
newspaper articles written a dn publ! shed in county and national papers;
bulletins sent to 10 foreign =mmwx post offices; 115 samples of soil analysed
for farmers and written instructions given as to quanity and kinds of fer-
tilisers needed., As to work ourside Alabama, "the Director", he said, "nhas
this year had 7 calls rrom Georgia;l from Tennessee; and 1 from Florida,"
An agricultural wagon was being fitted up im wheih "lecturers,demonstrations,

and exhibits would be carried around.,"
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oun fwo most urgent needs ", he wrote, in concluding his report", are

a smafz.barn where tools could be kept,grains s 8rasses, and forage stored,

cotton ginned, etec, Now our tools are of necessity kept in a dark wet base-
where
ment where they constantly rust, We cannot dry anything, and where it is

tuvo dark to weigh with much accuracy. %The other thing wen need is a wire
fence around the field so the crop would be sesen to much beiter advan vage
along therroad. Such a fence int he end would be much cheaper than the cum-
bersoms boards which now surround it and are nearly always out of repair",
Modest requests., indeed, to follow such a report -- a small barn and

a wire fence | Bubt they were characteristic of the man who made them. A
good
man whose sense of thrift and economy was out-raged to see tools going to

.

rust and ruin for the simple lack of g dry shelter to house thems a scisntis

whose habitual accuracy dengnded a work-room light enough to make accurate
weights and measurements; and artist whose love of beauty and order was cone-
stantly offended by the sight of a tumbledown board fence surrounding the

lovely fields whose, gro owing crops dnd harvests ohould ba 3131§1e tﬁ passsrsby.
il \/'Lf/ L’ "r"“ i '\_,; L, A ‘ - A F ﬂ/) e ¥ '-!"H-.,
A man, aﬂﬁ SClQﬂblSt and an artlst XKXBREKxx whose flT V ten years in the
S bbbt
AT
soutgﬂwere to be but% as a brief prelude but a brief announcement of the

major themes and motifs waieir—wersT arate the developing scope and
increasing significance of k&’ his work Xmxxkm and his influence in the

years yot to come.
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sThree yoars after the celebration of Tuskeegee's 25th Anniw rsar
'*the'agricultural departmont and the Research and Experiment Station had com=-

pletoly our-proun'thelr quarters int the Slater-Armstrong building, and S
Agricultural
" 1009 saw a new building PeExthazaxdaparimanxkx so—up on the campus--Milbank

Hall, the gift of Geore Eastman., On the second floor of this four-story bldg.
there were rooms set apart for Professor Carver, a confortable,roomy office

and a spcaious, well-equipped laboratory which am in time to be affectionate=
L" eI W 8 title justi-

1y roferred to all across America as "God!s Little Work-Shop" -- mméxwikx

fied by the extraordinary things which wErmkxEmxwikbxin came out of it.

XRRRIOK LR K R ZX TRREKETR KKK R XX TR XK X ok KA X AR K KR A KA A X K BXFH KX X XK KR AKX

The active supervision of the agriculturald epartment was now in ths
hands of Professor Geo. R. Bridgeforth, with 18 assistants, in order that
monre fully
Puafassor Carver might be free to give his time =xkixwnxx  the Reasarch
research, and
and Expsriment work, the increasing regueatsafor lectures demonstrations,
smixx that were coming in from an ever-widening area. The School farm now

included 2,400 acres, with 1,000 under cultivation. The enrolment of the

Institute had 9‘@ reached 1,702 -~ a student body representing 38 states and

15 foreignﬁcountries. The wagon which wmx Carver had mentioned in his

25 anniversary report as being fitted up for carrying "lecturers, demonstra-

tions, and exhibits around™ had been out on the roads and around in the va-

rious conmunities withing reach of the Institﬁte for several years, the

Tuskeegee "MoWwable School of Agriculture . Determined to do everything pos=
extend the school!'s

sible to maEmyxkhmxtmfimsrzexsmd benefits mxx to those unable actually to

come to itsv campus, Dr. Washington had conceived the idea of having a

"sehool on wheels" ,equipped with practical demonstratim materials amd

v

traveling teachers, to go about among the people and teach them 29 their
v

homes and communities, as he and Professor Carver had done their week-
out

end trips through the vicinitye With plans for such a wagon drawn gﬁ by

Professor Carver, Washington was able to interest a firend,Morris K.

Jesup, of New York, in progiding the mony to Rimsmzm purchase and equip
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such a behigié:. So it was that the “"Tuskeegee Student" in November,

%

1906, reported that "The Jesup Agricultural Wagon, the first 'Movable
School!, started from the grounds of Tuskéegee Institute on its mission Of.
usefulness May 24, 1906, under the guidance of Prof. Geo. R. Bridgeforth
of the Agricultural deoargment. "After the wagonb had been operated
three months wmder Xkx Mr, Bridgeforth, and the success of this tyoe of
work seemed assured, the idea was presented by Dr. Washington to the
Federal.Government and acceptad", Thomas M. Campbell, a recent Tuskeegee
graduéte and one of Professor Carver's out-stending students, was placed
in charge of the Movable School, with the title of "Agricultural collab-
orator for the U,S.Department of Agriculture", Thus the Jesup wagon,
d esigned by George Carver, "became the vehivle of the first Negro agent
in Federal employ, and went forth fPEﬁL?HSRSGgee on a regular schedule
to the surrounding communifies“.-f%Eﬁskeegee Institute hes¥ng again,
through its Founder, its scientist, and its friendly philanthropist,
hﬂ;;d? a significant contribution to Ameriéan education., The Movsable School
continues today-- in its new motorized “vehicle® -- to be & valuable mesns
of extension education, and Mr. Campbell one of the moZ%dziﬁful members
of the entire Tuskeegee staff, '

A pleasant interlude for Carver came in the summer of 1908, when he
went back to his childhood home at Diamond Grove for a bkief visit with
rixxfxrmrxxmaxkExy Moses Carfer, now a man well along in years. Mrs. Garvef
had already passed on. During this visit he had the distinct pleasure of
presenting to his former master a new sult of clothes -- a suit in which
Mr. Carver was buried when h#® death camépépt lbng afterward. Writing to
Dp, Milholland from Tuskeegee later, Professor Carver mentioned this visit,
saying "I was to my old home in Missouri last summer, and a white lady
was laughing and telling me how I used to doctor her sick plants for her.

I have much of thats ame reputation here.e...”

~mb doubt Ay
A_reputation undeoubtediy-well deserved, in hoth instances-<=but-now




) 3
He was "doctoring sick plants" on a wider scale now, howevere--as

a bulletin from the Experiment Station in 1QOb indicates-~ a bulletin en-
titled "The San Jose Scale in Alabama", He had been "doctoring sick agri-
for more than a decade,
culture"RExxavarxxivzexhaxhadxzomaxxrxkk, for that m dgtter, diagnoq}ng and
’ﬁll\-i—--
prescribing for its basic 1lls mmbxzympkmms ss revasléd in pbor soils, low
yields, unscientific methods of planning and cultivation. 1In these basic

conditions there was beginning to appear here and there some sign of im-

provementgsome active putting into practise of the sound scient;flc theo~

ries of soill conservation and imprpvemant cr iversi{ica io home g
ﬂ"k S .: IR M LA ’ 7 " U, an%

’ifns, homegr wmn me and dair;)prqﬁucts¢' But now another basfb ;1
Ay f "-:""“V:

et ,'.-' 5 T

; "Yu-""") s ﬁ
appeared -- one which dem ded scientific diagnosis and prescription :

L

i

bevond anything kRxkxmixkixh@axdrzmm concerned merely with the production of
agrizwitxeatx crops and
xhxmdxwkt harvests, no matter how diversified and abundant they might be:

The question nmow was not so much how tot%ggie Plen;;ful crops of
/D‘Q/) IVW"’*‘) EIT——
sweet potatoes, for instance, or of peanuts of‘ﬁnxgge, but what to do with
7, :
them when they werse 1sed£ Science, Professor Carver now saw, g xkxuxhi

I

gg;ExEEE_inx_halp Agriculture do better farming; it must also Alsgt%g;
: griculture

how to make farming paye e

0f what value abundant harvests of sweet potatoes or peanuts if

Y

there was to be no market for them ¢ A farmer must of 1 cessity raise

>

a "money crop" of some kind. How, then, to make "money crops” out of farm
produce never before considered in any shch light ? It was a problem whose
solution involved the/lope”and despairs the comfort a£& g;;erty, the eventual
fulness or emptiness of life for countless Americans, black and white,
living in the Doﬁfﬁtiallybabundant VRFfﬁgﬁh}culturally and industrially
undeveloped aréés oéléég:;fgggréaakh Of this George Carver was aware.
of—thIs Weorge—oenvar wes #Ware., Here was a problem requiring of Science

something mére than analytical and remedial researchj;there must be creative

research as well.And who should be better equipped for creative scientific




research than a scientist who was also -- if not, indeed,primarily--
an artist, with an artist's gifys anﬁiskills and habits of creative ac=

tivity ? Tt was a probleé‘peculiarlv aneé— hisw own, and &eorge

*V—(\J-" 'y < \ 7
Carver knew it. He must find an answer tq/;hﬁﬁ tionfbeﬁ thajﬁouth he

deeply loved. .
LA i

7)

Into his laboratory, then, he went with working\;ghples of farm pro-
ducts--peanuts, sweet potatoes, cotton, etc. -- and " the application of
ereative research to farming ( which ) marked the beginning of a new era
for the south and for the evolution of agricultural policies " had begun.,
Professor Carver was not alone in his laboratory there in lilbank Hall-=-=-
of this he was continual!ly certain, Working with him,usin _AE;S mind his
hands, his unders?andingjrhis resources of &unlrgg;;klll—— was _ God. The
work he was to do was the Great Creator'!'s work; the answer must be Hls

personal /<
answer. Intimately =w=aX and vi allv real to Carver in thﬁfe ﬁ@urs in hls

\ WLJ i'\)\ “'*“" f #Vr
laboratory were the ancient words ﬂthe Father worketh in me".. Hwe ordinsary

looking 1abq;3¢ory in @Vﬁ;;;puu-agricultural building had indeed become
e ¥

"Goqts Little Work-shop".

To a mind skilled in scimhific research as Carver's mind was skilled,
and equipped as his was equipped with an extraordinarily broad and intimate
knowledge and understanding of plant life and Nature lore, the initial
stepi in the search for an authentic answoer Lo this problem wéfg‘immedi-
ately clesar, Here, for instance, was a peanut, easily grown in southern
soil but one of the lowliest of all farm products. What hope did a peanut
hold for a southern farmer, beyond i;; already somewhat accepted values
as a soil builder and a €F°§ for livestock % The answer to this gusstion
of course involved first anbéécurate knowledge of the actual make-up of a
peanut----of what, actually, was it composed ? "puuling a peanut avart" in
his laboratory, Carver the chemist s oon knew exactly what was iIn a peanut,

what amounts of protein, starch, sugar, oli, fat, gum, pentfose ,




h/ k. _/, wY

pentosan, arachin, corarachin, amino-acids, etc., etc,.,,-amd was ready for

the next question N€w¥ﬁwm can be made from these contents of a peanut,
other
in new combinations or combined with compatible elements, that willgeDe

masketable products, meeting essentialdemands of human existance--commor-
cially valuable products %

Here the actual "creative research™ began., Food -- that was one of
the fundamental needs of human existence; what food products could be made
from the lowly peanut ? And presently the answer began to appear in the

c aryer 1aboratorv,_to appear in the visible, tangible, edible forms of
9'\\ 4 t h

Uowderqd milk, butter, cheese, candwe%, coffee, pivkles, sauces, breakfats
e GaAn ’f}f& o

foods, flour -—=—wa st wh*ch ﬁas fengthened with the yearsand 1s yet by no
means comnnlete.s And what other commodities, useful and of potential come
mercial value, might a peanut be induced to produce ? Again the tangible

answers came : wood stains, ink, insulating boards, paper, plastics,creams,
Ot pa e

massage 0113, dves blem"sh removens, etCe, 95Ces oo .ﬁ:ﬁh_Hnﬂhjf :
JM-- g & ______-d———ﬂ'v"_":‘——'f" i~ & p -”."
Tunnlng from the pes nut to the swaet Dotato, Professor Carver drew forth

-t
]

such interesting repllesﬂas flour, breakfast food, syrup, tapioca, starch,

i

o

fuel alcohol, stains, stock food, glue, etc., otc. Prom cotton, another
southern farm product, came such additionla answers as paper, rugs, cordage,

insulating boards, and asphalt road paving blocks. Not content to limit

o

his search to tne plants ﬁnxnx grcwn on southern farms, Carvey turnef theld?ﬂ“f

Tt A ; e efli aAeper by Tl Cu A Sy

spot-=light of his 1maginatlon upon the natural resourées provided by Nature,

=4

A

and offered freely to anyons for the taking, gfsmef--the clay in the hills,

for instance, in all its lovely varietiss of shades raWing from a pale yela-
il
low on through orange, grey, saffron, roge, and a mellow Bed. What could
NN T

L*

come of clay ? Color, of course1£paints and pigments, dyes and ssains,.as

1 I
|~

- wokl=as washing powders, shoe polish, materials forlp}gst&cs and pottery,.

Yet another untouched area of resourcef materisl for aputhentic answers to




Professor Carver found in the wabte materials not only of farming but of
industry, and from these began to appear such suggestions as a synthetic
marble from wood shavings-- there are benches made of it on the Institute
campus today : insulating boards from peanut shells; wvaluable fertilisers
from swamp muck; paint from waste crank case o0il -~ on and on goes the

incredible list, assuming more and more siginficance thru the years as a

definite and dependable answer to the initi%i4Problem wikk which Carver, the

s took
agwnicultural -chemisd and.creative research 55&:!%%&%, manx into his labora-

| L4
e =

tory enzthe'Tuskeegee Tnstitute CHNEREs "dgiﬁﬁff“g;“f‘ S P f”;gm

As the days went along, and more and mhre of these actuaiwévi—
dences of commercially valuable possibilities appeared in his laboratory,
Professor Carver bagan to feel and’assurance that in such products eventualy¥
would lie a sound and workable solution to the problem of how to make farm-
ing pay -- and, even farther on, perhaps, "the mapp of the furure greatness
of the South." And when the accumulation of evidence reached the pojht of
offering to his own mind valid and sufficient proof of the truth of his the-
ory that products from farm crops, natural resources of‘the %gnd, by=-producss
and wastes , could be made to undergird, support, andﬁsaéﬁéiﬁMAgrioulturagK
he began to speak now and then of his "discoveries" to the groups or indi-

viduals with whom he talked, offering the actual samplef products in support

of his spoken statements. Such "discovery", he was sure, was no "light

to be kept under a bushel": it must éra&u&ily be "plaved upon a candlesteik"

where it might "giwe light te-aii-.men".

Dr Washington was by no means unaware of these and other distinctive
contributions Professor Carver was making to the Institute and to an ever-
and gave to him his constant support and encouragemente.
widening area beyond the bounds of the campus. Commenting on the man himself

and on his work, Washington declared "One of the most gifted men of the

Negrp race whom I have ever happened to meet is UGeorge W. Carver.... As a

result of his work in breeding cotton and of the bulletins he has prepared




%

on experiments in building up wornout soils, he has become widely known

to both colored and white farmers throughout the south. When some years
ago the State Secretary of Agriculture called a meeting at Montgomery of
the leading teachers of the State, Professor Carver was the only colored
man invited to that meeting. He was at that time invited to deliver an
address to the convention and for an hourhzas questioned on the interest=-
ing work he was doing at the Experiment Station..... A& few years ago when
the colonial secretary of the German Hmpire, accompanied by one of the
cotton experts of his departments, traveled thru the south in a privated
care, he padi a visit to Tuskeegee largely to study, in connection with
the other work of the school the cotton-growing experiments that Professor
Carver has been carrying on fo§0§Zars. In his book, 'The Negro in the
New Word!', Sir Harry Jjohnston says “'Professor Carver, who teachers sci-
entific Agriculture, Botany, Agricultural Chemistry, etc. at xuskeegee,
is, as regards complexion and features, an absolute Negro; but in the cut

of his clothes, the accent of his speech, the soundness of his Science,

he might be poBessor of Botany not at Tuskeegee, but at 0xford and Cambridgl.
Having mown such support and encouragement from his friend,Washing-

ton, thru all his early years atb Tuskeegee, Professor Carver, with other

members of the school faculty and in cammon with hundreds of people thru=-

shécking

out America, heard with a sense of overwhelming loss the news of the death

of Booker T, Washing on. Stricken ill in New York City, eand taken to a hos-

pital there, Washington insisted that he must come home-- a plea to which

his physicians, much against thelr professional judgment, finally gave

sonsent. Knowing his grave condition, they doubted that he could reach home

alive. But reach home he did , and there on the campus of the school to

which he had literally given his 1life, Booker T. _ashington's great spirit

took leave of his tired body, on November 14, 1915.

"pho South as well as the mation mourns the loss of a great man", the




8

governor of Alabama wired Mrs. Washington, "He had won the confidence of our
peoprle, and no man since the Civil War did more to create harmonious relations

between the races, " <+

n the local paper appmared this tribute:; "L%cally
almost to a man our own Tuskeegee and Macon county citizens are realizing as
never before how wonderfully this man wrought for himself a plase in the

confidence and esteem of this community and country., In a thousand ways his

influende for helpfulness has been felt and everybody mourns his going away.."

In Tuskeegee, all stores were closed at the hour of the funeral: in Boston
all flags on municipal buildings flew at half-masty ...A great man had
passed on,

Acting as promptly as possible, a cammittee appointed by the Trustees
with Ex-president Low, of Columbia University, as Chairman, took up the
work of finding a man to be Tuskeegee Institute!'s second Principal. To
Hampton again Tuskeegee turned, this time to bring to Alabama Booker T.
Washington's able successor -- Major. W.W., Moton, & close friend of the
first Principal, and like him, a member of the staff of Hampton Institute.
In his inaugural address Major Moton gave reassurance to any who may have
needed it that the committee's choice had been wisely made®e a reassurance
which the coming years were increasingly to renew.

"Tn order™, he said, "that this institution shall continue to carry on
forward the ideas and ideals of its great Founder ; in order t hat we shall
not cease to render large service to humankind; in order thatwe shall keep
the respect and confidence of the people of this land, we must,first, every
one of us,principal, officers, teachers, graduates, and students, use every
oprortunity and strive in every reasonable way to developn and strengthen
between white and black people,North and South, that #nselfish cooperatim
which has characterized the Tuskeégee Institute frém its very beginning.
Second , we must patiently and persistently and in the spirit of unselfish
devotioj follow the methods of education which, in this school, have been so

distinctive, so unique, and so halpful. Third, we must consecrate and re-
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(:areported the re wspapers", when members, as well as spectators, for the first

1

time in recent history applauded a specch at one of the sessions. Geo. W,
Carver.... had delivered a discourse on peanuts and their bW-WYOdH“ES/
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attracted more attention than any other feature of the
at Suffolk last week. Every day farmers, peanut grower hemists, manufac-

turers and people in all walks of ife gathered around Prof.

»
3 L 3
axhibit and marveled -he wondarful discover! £ the col=

.

orld the wide range of possibillvies possessed
peanut.,
Carver himself attracted almost as much attention as the 100 or more pro=
8 has Als: red in the peanut, full-blooded Negro,
er dolls up when
Professor larver was rather disappointing in
dle=-agzed white Far e | game al o HU"’ "f.j 8Y e .One had no BE g
AT phetdy B T . CUM

when- 1; %ﬁioﬂq ed ,ou him, ow%e- RIS ﬂﬁijifﬂ§ Is that him 1"

..F fé 4 f/ s T (‘..' - Fe {fb
Such evidence of interest in the man and

blolll.qu
same year, he was presented a
] Y s
in token
e 2 = s Ak N . | g £ L £3 > : Fal T RY Jia 1 e
ion aclarad I whichthie Larnmers i the South

South alone

na I,. iona. ‘

e
was

to be awarded

have beest gxphbcted, the anngfﬂcament of this

3 extanded Pfofﬂﬂaﬁ; Carvegy for wub1“' %9P\HP )57 %U
/ - : | ‘

and 1924

T8

ne se

/




On

[l
0 L

Roosevalt,a

Royal socie

Colored

o onnds

Asheville,

i

b
Y 4

uriivers:

raars for

&M¢;;;;

 Carver went wi

Arrived

certainty afd

loneliness,

= P )
. 36 rq

trails 1z the po:

=
A

aonf

d

e
2 Lllw S

+\

Che awaXl
8 navy;br

Dorothy

A gooup

[ 4

= o )
surrounding

oY ax

an

€

and

Y
YWLLlCE

)

R U |
Coul

of voung

d ﬁwcgt
ey O
oppresive sense of

walk up

i

1re

J ohn

his

Nnoart=




companionshipe this trail he met one of the students, a young man from a
college in Virginia, and they began to taik, This student fortunately had the
insight to sense immediately something of th reordinary qualitgs of mind
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The introducions dome, this gquiet looking man arose, a tall strong-looking
Aoca
fellow who was apt to stride Back and forth across the tage during t he early
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sions when his shoss happened to xgmak squeak, as t hey s ometimes did | Nor
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interested c one desirad to be a food chemist, another research chem-
1tely than they had dor

to read God out of Nature!ls

Georgia
delegation had already engaged my services for the two evenings The

second evening I Britton, Fresiden " the George Tech, joined us and made

it very pleasar indeec Those were truly fine young men. Onelvolunteered

A - i)

to take me € he train at B more in order to get in his fifteen minute
interview, He hal hemica that were troubling him, Many of

hen I come to Atlanta, I come oubt to see them

have before me forty-one lesters from vhose dear boyses

a paragraph, from one in Kentucky, which is characteristic of

'I sure have puvofited greatly bu the Blus Ridge Xonference.,

count it one of the greatest privileges of

the bridge before breakfast and ta

and how He has planned che universe., | loolked.

Mo, ! have forty-one pictures from them and
for mxxpikzixrs mine.... I met a young man there irom
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They consult me about health, physical development, and it seems like
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conceivable thing. Two have sent me picuures of cvheir lady friends
ees oAt Blue Ridge, one stepped on some=
and ran a thorn in his foot; he came To me
vemoved it. Another got poison osk and I had to apply an old fashioned
remedy to it; another had a badly sprained ankle and I showed him what to
do for that,... The w e atmosphere secemed saturated with Christ?!s ypirdt
of helpfulness he deax vs geemed cake special delight in making me
very happv. This was equally true of uihe professors.,.. Divine love is des-
tined to ruel the world. I boiieve dospite thd many things ohat often ir=-

.

= - 1 s ) 1. il o I o
3 dition is being brousgnt about aster uvhan

depress us this conc

o =

. st { o o . s - =51 = £ - i 21 Ay
Just from the Post Office with a peck of Iine apples 1rorm one of the

Wor th Cerolins boyS.... LThe same mail brought a cap from an Alabamna bDOYess

Two years later one of these or ] at Princeton,

written form a statement

e o L 2
ents, He

myster:
= | 1 LERE T 1. el Py
day, and went forth witht

thou mine @eyes tl ma.y behold wo

lowship begin at B Ridge was destined

= 14

represented by Dr. Carver, but by the 1 and beauty of his charact

-

responadwith him "‘:'ﬂ;“ﬂ- ar Ly tThe Pellowship will seek to satimulate




period

mily "group Profess:

"jear bovs" sre now mature men, at work in their various

o 1~ 1;'. o
But as as they can, af Al @ Rhrees
5 R

Sl
w - 2 -

anamorad

wa.
partnars

No real




25=

a
FPollowing kixx lecture

York city, in November, 1924, a wa I sueh er] lsms spread
the news journals, followed by considerable journalistic debate on the ques-
tion of kki®m the valididy of this man's science. ‘he "Baltimore Sun" observed
"Carver..,.has astonished New York where he recently delivered a lecture, by
2 things. One is the large number imple products of the ﬁoil%,such as
peanuts and sweet potatoes, for which in his laboratory he has demonstrated
iotion of his success to divine
refreshing to find a chem who does
the field

nas ¢cnosesl

red iz he dav] s own work of

m‘ following thi.
was
war® Carver's assedtion (As reported by
my laboratory. The t%lng% Lo bo @ end the
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obviously what szmpixhwﬁaX:mlquxna EExBRRnx W 142 [¥hea/Ba , And
FEAXMRERXIMR XA T ® might have been expected, The New York
rebuke 1in no uncertain temms :; "It is for
is worthy of recognition...It is..bo
ovmn achievments, should use
that reveals a complete

"Science",

it cannot even stand for religious reversnce to

jﬁf? Professor Carver's own raply to the "Fimes™

a reply so typical of both the though and words of

under editorial fire as to mer: mplete quotationg
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To

MARY CARVER

3lave Mother of a Proe Man




Tuskegee Institute, Alabama.
November 24, 1924

To the ZFditor of the Nao
Times Building
New York City

My dear 3ir:

I have read Ultﬂ oo interest your editorial pertaining to ﬂyself
in the issue of jovesmber 20ta.

1 regret exceedingly tnat suca a gross mi;undnrszanding snould arise
as to vhat was meant by "Divine inspiration.” Inspiration is never
at variance witn information; in fact, tne more informstion one has,
tiie greater will be tie inspiration. /

Paul, fae great Scholar, says, Second Timotay 2-15, "Study to show
tayself approved unto God, & ‘orkman t:at nesdetn not to be ashamed,
rigatly dividing the word of truth."

k.
Again ne says in (alatians 1-12: "Ror I neither received it of man,
neitiner was I taught it, bdut by tae ravelation of Jesus Qgarist.”

Many, many otner equally strong passagss could be citzd, but thesa
two ars suificient to form a base around whica to cluster my re-
marks. In tie {irst verss, I nava followed and am yet Lollozlnb

tre first ward *° study.

I am a graduate of ths Jowa State College of Agriculturs and Me-
chanical Arts, located at Amss, Iova, taxking two degrees in Scientific
Agriculture. Did consicarable work in Simpson College, Indianola,
along tha lianss of Art, Litsraturs and Music.

In Chemistry, tas following psrsons nave besn my inspiration and
gulde for study; Justiu Von Liebig, Dr. Leroy J. Blian, Dr. Ira
Remsen, Drs. L. L. De Zoninck, Z. Dieis, Robert Mallet, *7illiam
G. Valsntin, J. Meritt Matthews, @Zdwin =. Slosson, Ii. Luckiesh,
darrison . Howe, Charles Vhiting Baker, Helen abbott, Michael,
Mad. Currie, Geo. J. Brush, Charles @. Caandler, G. Drigendorff,
Frederick Hoffman, Josef Bersca, Arthur C. Viright, . V. OfBrineg,
Lucien Geschwind, Stillman, V/iley, Dana, Ricaards & {/oodmen,
Harry Snyder, Coleman and Addyman, iead2, Ostwald, Warrinztonm,
W/inslov, and a nuamber of others, all of vhieh ara in my owvn li-
brary witn but few exgeptions. In Botany, Lopdoa, ogw, Coulter
Stevens, Knigant, Baily, De Candole, pammel, Bessey, (hapian,




Editor, New York Timas,

Gray, Goodals, Yownans, lMyers, Britton and Brown, Small, and others.
These books are alsc in my own library. Dietaries, Henry, Richards,
Mrs. Potter Palmsr, Miles, VWing, fletcher Berry, Rellogg, Nilson,
and others.

In addition to the above, I receive the leading scientific pub-
lications. I thorousily understand that taera ara scientiekg~to™
whom t,he W0 ,mm.i bS-merely.the resuls-eof ~chemical~forces-or
120 not belong to tais.elass. 1 fully

ag:ae wi‘t*f""vm Rt. Rav. Irving Psake Jonnson, D. D., Bishop of
Colorado in 2 littie pamphlet entitled "Religion and tiae Super-
natural." It is published and distributed by the Trinity Parish
of your own city. I cefy any one wWro has an open mind to read
this leaflet through and then demy therz is such a ihing as Di-
ving Inspiration.

In evolving new creatior I am wondering of what vaius & book
would be to the 00T s is not v ‘.—,,.,tn“ of analytmal vork

both qualitﬂfive and C'Lb.u. 1tltative.” I can see reaally “115 neeq

.¢-=. e

e — ?
fOI‘ LS 00 LT %;¢mlﬂa_w,_&m a.n.;l*'tlca,l meiaoe-Se The 1aS—
1vgt Loiite, e 1s at liberty to take 2part and

|
ut tD-?oth':r guoatarne ¢coapatinls or non co.;.kaulaj.e 0 suit his
] =

own particular
An Txample

While in your bsautiful eity, I was struek witi the large number
of Taros and Yautias alaolaym in many of your markets; thay are
edibie roots imrorted to tris cowntry largely from Trinidad, Poria
Rico, China, Duich G.nana and Peru. Just as soon as I saw these
lusecious roots, I maxvslsd at the wondorful pos3ibilitizs for thesir
2x¥pansion. Dozadns of tunings cams to me vwhils standing thars look-
ing at them. I -ould follow ta2 sam: or similar lin:s I have pur -
sued in developing products from t.o vhito votato. I know of no
one who has sver worked witn thosz 100ts in tais way. 1 know of
ao boox from whiee I can got tais inTormation, y2t I will hove no
trouble in doing it.

If this is not inspiration and information fron a source greaagter
than mysz21f, or graatsr tian any ons has wrougnt up to the proscnt
time, kindly t=11 mo .?nat it is.

"And y3 shall know tha truth andé ths truth shall make you fra:
Jona 8 - 32.

Science is simply tha truth about anyth ing.
Yours very truly,
Director of Research and Txperimsnt Station.

GW&:H
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Chapter X - Lecturer Extraprdinary, cont,.
1924 - 1933

This chapter, begining with the Southem Exposition in
New York City in 1925, will deal with

1- Further public lecture work by Dr, Carver, sponsored
mainly by the So. Interracial Commission and the Southern
YMCA Student Council -- lectures taking him back and
forth across America during the years 19256~ 1933

Further honors and recognitions

Honorary Doctorate conferred by Simpson College, 1928
Bronze Bas Relief of Carver presented Tuskegee , by
Tom Hus ton Peanut Combany

Invitation from Soviet Government to come to Russia to
carry on experimm ts in cotton there - 1931 -

Gradually increasing recognition of, and respect forg him
among scientists = Continually growing popularity
and esteem among "laymen" groups -

Criticisms of his lack of interest in commercial develop-
ments of his "discoveries" - especially among members of
his own race - :
Bnd TaaTE
5- His widened influence on southernﬁﬁhite student groupsd,
follawing college and university lectures in 1932 and 1933 -

6= Further excerpts from his letters to his personal friends,
portraying his more intimate 1life on the campus and on
the lecture trips during this peridd.




Chapter XI - Experiments in Therapy
1933 - 1937

On Decamber 31, 1933, the Associated Press carried a story
beginning " Discovery of a mineral oil in peanuts that has aided in the
recovery of infantile paralysis wvistims was announced today by Dr. Geo,
W, Carver, noted Negro soientist ,..... ote", Before the day was
over, cars were lined up before his rooms in Rockefeller Hall, and a new
period in his work &s & man with answers had beguneeces e

This chapter will deal with his astivities during the years
immediately foklowing this AP announcement - a period of work which
turned out to be not only experiments in physical therapy, but of sige
nificance in the areas of mental and spiritual therapy &s well ==

l- Experiments with certain peanut oils eombined with massage in
the treatment of post-infantile paralysis cases-
a=The astonishing response to the AP story, with hundreds of
people wiring, writing, coming to see him for help,etc,
b=-His theory concernii g the oil-massage treatment; his belief
in its efficacy in certain cases
e-The significance of the work in other than medical areag--

"probably the most significant pnd important piece of inter-
racisl work going on in America today"- (Dr. Moton )
d=Carverts complete and tireless devotion to this work
o~ Modical skepticism concerning it, and other coments

2« Lectures and Recognitions during this period

3= Year-long celebration of his fortieth anniversay at Tuskeegee,
culminating with wnveiling of bust of him at Tuskegee, May, 1937

4~ His severe illness and break-down,begimning in autumn of 1937




Chapter XII « UP in the Seventles

This chapter will deal with the years 1938 - to the
Ppesent, and will discuss

l- Long, slow recovery(partial) from the breaksdown of 1937-38 ‘
making necessary ocurtailment of prasctically all public lestures,
eto.

2« Removal from Rockefeller Hall to apartment in Dorothy Hall

d=Preparations for housing permamently his collections, exhibits,
paintings, laboratory, etce = Building set aside for this pure
pose, with green house, laboratory, offices, etc. ,near Dorothy
Hall ~- His work, as his strength permitted, in connesction with
these preparations, which go forward continuously now,

4- Plans for, end present work on, the plans toe stablish the Carver
Creative Research Laboratories at Tuskegee, designed to sarry on,
under the direction of his present assistant, the work to which
Dre. Carver has devoted his time and energies for years,

5« His continuing work in his laboratory boday

6~ Keoent awards, recognitions, honors

a-School at Ways, Oas, dedicated to him by Henry Ford
b=Theodore Roosevalt iunrd for distinguished service in the field
of Science - Presented in Now York City, Fall of 1939
o=~ Speaker on 9th annual Herald~Tribune Forum - "Chemistry and Peace"
Fall of 1939

7« Excerpts fromf his letters to hif friends during this period
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This concluding chapter is designed to be somewhat in the
naturef of a "Postword", similar to the "Féreword, May, 1933", in
that here the author comes back inte the story in person -- the
opening paragraphs to run something like thisg

"It 1s now eight years since that morning in May, 1933, when
I sat awaiting the arrival of the chapel speaker at Woman's College
in Greensboro, North Caprolinas During the elght years that have come
and gone since that May morning, I have come to know George V. Carver,
who was merely & namé to me then, not only &s & genuine and greatly
cherished friend, but as a man of lasting significance and impore
tence in the life of Zmerica; a man who set cut to find answers to
the questions in his own wnmusual mind, and found them -- not alone
for himself, but for many of his own generation and for generations
yet to COM@eavse

"Poday & letter arrived fcom Tuskeleo Institute-- a letter
beginning 'My esteemed friend, Miss Crisp' -- and with it, a wealth
of treasured resolleations overflowed in nmy memory; scenes and words
and incidents were again fresh and new in my mindecssee

Her 11 follow first-hand stories of oconversations I have
had with Dr, Barver at Tuskegee--in his laboratory, his office, on
the eampus, at Dorothy Halls.. chosen to portray, in simple direct
manngr the tenor of his days during these past 8 years; the simplickty
of his dally life; certain characteristic oddities and eccentricities
of his naturej his response to the honors, publicity, etc. heaped
upon himsy his joy in his close friends; the enduring values of his
unassuming personal influences the very human and practical --yet
inherently profound nature of his "answers".....




May, 1941

This concluding chapter is designed to be somewhat in the
naturef of a "Postword", sigilar to tho "Féreword, May, 1933", in
that here the author “oﬁes back inteo the story in person -- the
opening varagraphs to run something like thiss

ow 0ight years since that morning in Ma;, 1935, when
the arrival of the chapel spsaker at Jowap's College
North Carolinaes During the sight years at have come
that lay morning, I have come to know George W., Carver,
31y a name to me then, not only as a genuine and greatly
CheTﬂoA”d friend, but &8s a man of lasting significance and impor-
tance in the life of America; a man who set out to find answers to
the questions in his own unusual mind, and found them -- not alone
for himself, but for many of his own generation and for generations
VAL BO COMBx e v

"Poday a letter arrived from Tuskepee Institute-- a letter

beginning 'My esteemed friend, Miss Crisp! -- and with it, a wealth
of treasured recollections overflowed in my memory:; scenes and words
and incidents were again fresh and new in my mindees...

Here will follow first-hand stories of conversations I hawve
had with Dr. Carver at Tuskegee~-in his laboratory, his office, on
the campus, at Dorothy Hall... chosen to portray, in simple direct
manner the tenor of his days during these past 8 years; the simplickty
of his daily life; certaln characterigtic oddities and eccentricities
of his nature; his response to the honors, publicity, etc. heaped
upon him; his joy in his close friends; the enduring values of his

unassiming personal influence; th ery human and practical --yet
inherently profound nature of his




For: Mr. Ryerson

Notes concerning Carver MSS, materials, sources, otces

Concerning source materials:

For chapters I thru III, I have depended almost entirely on Dr.
Carver's personal recollections, as he has told them to me., The
vagueness concerning dates, lengths of time spent in certain places
etcs, grows out of his own lack of certain knowledge eabout these
thingse He does not know for sure, for instance, when he was born;
nor is he sure just how long he remained in Neosho -- just how long
he lived out in Beeler, Kansas. I have endeavored as best I could
to "check and double-check" on such matters -- but there is bound
to be a vagueness hera, Probably some statement concerning this
should be made in the Foreword, when it is written into kig final
form, its

I have so far omitted foot-notes of any kind; I hope it will not be
necessary to use them. My idea was that for a book of this kind,
designed for popular reading yet aspiring to be an authentic source
book as well, foot-notes might be omitted, and a Bibliography at the
end, with the "pAcknowledgements" in the beglnnlng, be counted on to
take care of quotation sources, otcC,

For chapters IV and V, T have used materials which are not, I think,
available to anyone else thus far, Both Mrs. Milholland and lirs.
Liston, who furnished bhasic first-hand information for these chape
ters, are now dead. The Milholland MSS was sent to me, to use as I
saw fit, by Mrs., Milholland's daughter-- after Mrs. Milholland's
deathe In every story of his life I have seen, except one brief
sketch by Frank Beeler, all mention of his years in Highland and
Beeler is omitted. The statement is made that it was a college in
Iowa thatr efused to admit him-- which is, of course, untrue. When I
first began to talk with him about these early years, he had for
gotten the name of the college, After I ran across the sketch by
Frank Beeler, and mentioned it to him, he was able to recall much khat,
I judge, he had long since forgotten concerning the Highland and
Beglsr periode The point of this here is that the materials used
for these particular chapters are perhaps of unusual value , in that
thev have not heretofore been made available to the reading publicCes.

Materials for Part TI have come chiefly from these sources:

/

1- Personal observations and conversations on the Tuskegee Institub
campus, during my visits there during the years 1934- 1940

2= Study of the materials in the Institute Library, concerning
The history of the school
The l1life and work of Dr, Carver

Letters =
A file of letters from Dr., Carver to Mr. Hardwick, covering
the period 1923 - 1934
My own letters from Dr., Carver - 1933 = the present




Notes, conte

Copies of (And some originals) letters to Dr. Carver, a mis-
cellaneous group furnished me by Carver

4-Conversations with various people I have found here and thore--peo=
ple who have known Dr. Carver in some way or other; some who have
not known him personally, but know of his work, etc.

5- All written material I have been able to discover, in magazines,
newspaners, brief sketches in books, etc., etce

6= Concerning Chapter VI - A beief discussion of Tuskegee Institutee=—-
its origin, nature, atmosphere, etc., seemed to me necessary to
a real understanding .of Dr. Carver's work, and of his daily life
there. I think that the fact that this School is the kind of
place it is has had much to do with the kind of contribution he
has been able To make in the various areas of American life where
his influence has been, and will be, felte *this explains the in-
clusion of Chapter VI as an introduction to Part II,

7~ The partial out-lines for the un-written chaptsesrs - X thru the
"Postword"-- are intended as purely suggestive, and are not to be
taken as actual outlines. These may, in the writing, shape up
differently from the suggestions as here given. But these sug-
gestions will indicate the nature of the remamnder of the story.

The article enclosed was written as a part of class work last sum-
mere. It is enclosed here as additional suggestion of the nature

of the dast few years of Dr, Carver's life- and as indication of
what is "yet to come™ in the unwritten chapters,

The "Postword" idea may not be a good one, and could easily be
dropped out. The idea was that I could here say more vividly, per=
haps, thru the medium of convarsation, some of the things about
him that it is difficult to get into a narrativef about him . I
have thought,too, that it could be made to round out the whole work--
being balanced against the Foreword, chapters outside the main
bady of the narrative, yet actually an important part of it. But
I may be wrong about thiS.sees




NOTE:

These pages should have gone along with the MSS, but were accidentally
3

left behind. They follow Chapter IX -




Concerning Dr. Rarver in Highland and beeler

1- What was the size of the town of nlghland at this time - about what

was its population ? () oy 114?j O ATV

2-Was the 1life of the town centered cniefly in the University, or were
there OTher major interests that held tne town dogetner 7 ?//hfwxﬁvﬁa
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3=1f there were otrers, what were they -- mining, etc., etc,

4-Wge Highlend University a_church-cndowed and controlled college 7
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b=wWhat was the approximate enrolment of the University at this 1 St Jdrbi
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6=Was it co-educationsl, or a college for men students only 7 “ 0~ LA
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7«Pid the students live in the town or in dormitoriess ¥ ~4° “},r
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8=«Is this University stilli in existence % #/ %@
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9=Did you recall ever having heard Lr, Usarver say why it was he happened
t0 choose Hdighland VYnivers ity a8 the col 15?6 T0 which he would apply
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12= Do you recall how it caume 10 be known that he had been refused ad-
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13- Wgs there a great deal 0 discussion acout it in the town and in
the University iteelf, with groups giding strongly either with him
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15=here did Dr. Carver stay wnile thils was going on --- With soweone

i1 $he town, or in S

ome 1ittle shack by hiumself,
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17-Do you happen to remerber how it was that Dr., Carver came to work
on your father's farm-- Did your father and gother, in protest against
the decision of the board, make an effort to get in toueh witn him
and help him by givingy work, Or did he hapben Lo apply t0 tfu—;m in,
his search for something TO ao ?/_ Lt AL 4l arvwg e P,
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18-What kind of work did he do for your tatner ¢ =7
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19-Were there many coloreu peotle living in or around Highland at that
time 7 ("‘“‘“ (1 q, /mamc"
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ol-After Dr. Carver had worked for your Ifatner, your femily was very
much interested 1n him and tried to help him in any possible ways

rad .
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oo- You often Saw and talked with him when you Were at home On vaca-
tions from Drake T (fu~

2%~ What would you say sgemed to De hls mosST unvsual characteristics
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7= With whom did Dr. Carver study peinting, music, etc. while he
stayed on in Highland, after he was not allowed to matriculate atv

tne University ¥ oimply by himseif, or under the instruction
some 0of tne Un1Verblty racul ,f?r gided by other peoOple in town
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31- Were there other tamilies like your own in Highlend especially
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