
PAGE 1. 
Introductory Chapter. 

It has seemed best to those who have been most closely connected 

with the scientist, George W.Carver during his years at Tuskegee, 

that something should be written of his early life and the steps 

which led up to his present position as a leader in his chosen work. 

If, in complying with the request that has come to me to undertake such 

a work, I can add one mite to the uplift of this down-trodden race,and 

prove to many how one of their own number has, through great difficulties, 
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a risen to eminence in h field of labor, time and strength will have been 

well spent. 
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repaye Having no choice of their own in coming to this country, going 

through long years of bondage, it was imposs ible not to have the blood in 

their veins poisoned by those long years of cruel servitude. It will take 

many years before the taint of those prenatal influences can be eradicated. 

In a speech made several years ago, Dr. Stagg, a leading @ivine of the 

South, said, "Of all the races, the negro is the most abused. Verily God 

will bring about the proper adjustment of these difficulties in His own good 

time." 

In a letter dated February,1905, George W.Carver says, "Slavery was a 

hard and terrible school, but I am sure it has something good about it, 

despite that fact. We are @ young race yet, not by any means perfect, but 

every day and year means a part or complete milestone upward," 

That the negroes are making rapid strides into the larger field of 

though and action where they are enabled to behold a life worth while, is 

very evident when we see the results that emanate from the work done at 
t 
on 

Tuskegee, Voorhees Normal and Indust rial “Institute, Utica Institude and 

kindred schools of the South. While these marks of true excellence are 
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there are many who will take as their examphes of the race, members of an 

inferior class, like some of the white race, who have never learned to control 

their own spirit, that they can be said to be greater than the man who takes 

a city. Nor do such remember, "Let him that is without sin cast the first 

stone.'t It seems if we study into the heredity and enviroment of many J 

a 

persons of the slave days, we 1 ight find some reason why the character we deem 

amiss, should be more thoroughly a part of their being, than those who have 
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never known slavery. 

Notwithstanding the blight on their lives of those years of servitude, 

there are those who would banish them from any help or betterment-- will not 

lend their aid or influence to those who are endeavoring to give them the true 

freedom of a perfect man. Then we ask how much think you is due those of the 

Colored who have set before us some of the best examples in schools which 
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are continually sending out more helpers in the race ior better thing wR
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Those men and women are as truly leading their people out of bondage to a 

Moses led the Children of Israel. 
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in hel} ping his own peopie to rise to the vest lifes: but he is also add ing 

riches to us as a nation. through his unusual gifts as a scientist. 

"He is’, as a student at Tuskagee expressed it, "Second only to Booker T. 

Washineton in the race for the larger and bett eT
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and in his individual talen he stands as a leading scientist." 

The chapters which follow, giving something of the life of this man are oHe 

kind and helpful sayings of many who desire to see God's kingdom come, and 

have been glad in this way to aid its advayjcement. With th he
e s purpose 
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uppermost, the compiler has done her best and tru: you, one and all, are 
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sending your blessing with the work as it goes out into the world.



Dr. Carver's 

That the early years of George W. Uarver were marked by a gift differing 

from that of the ordinary boy is very evident., Aas the hours which most 

children give to play were taken by him for roaming among nature's stores. 

We wish we might have the memories which come through the love and pride 

which cause mothers to repeat the sayings and doings of her child, for in 

this way much more which would have been of great interest to us, might 

have been impressed upon his moemory. 

Of all the happenings of those slave days, the saddest was the heart 

rendering separation of loved ones. While never a slave himself, farther 

J than his very earliest years when there was no memory of a master, yet in 
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The year of his birth he does not know. In his own words he tells us. 

"I was born in Diamond Grove, Missouri, about the close of the great Civil 

war, in a little one-roomeé@ log shanty, on tha plantdtion of Mr. Moses 

Carver, a German by birth, and the owner of my mother-- my father being the 

property of a Mr. Grant, who owned the adjoining plantation. “= 

I am told that my father was killed while hauling logs with an ox team. 

In some way he fell from the load, under the wagon, both wheels passing over 

him. 

At the close of the war the Ku-Klux was at its height in that section of 

ne os : : VAdidaese 
Missouri. My mother was stolen with myself, a wee babe in her arms. My brother 

James was grabbed and spirited away to the woods by Mr. Carver. He tried to 
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get me, but could not. They carried my mother and myseif down into Arkansas, 

and 5¢ ld my mo tr ~ At thie im T wre yaarl«w das oe } 3 | So La ny TO ner 2 pF this time ie was near ly dead with the whooping coug 1 

that I had caught on th ) £1. nA 3G On tne way wre ary £roi : We¥ 7 g © waye I was so very frail and sick that they thoucht 

Of course that I would a3 atakes x : 

wnat i would die within a few days. Mr. Carver immediately sent : med 1é n 
avery fine race horse and me m y “AOrse and some money to purchase us back, The man (Mr.Bentley 163! wil’ e DEN y 
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Rvery effort was made to find my mother, but to no avail. 

In the meantime, my only two sisters died and were buried. My brother 

James and I grew up together, sharing each other's joys and sorrows on the 

Splendid farm owned by i'r. Carver. ‘hen just a mere tot in short dresses 

my very sou] thirsted for an education. I literally lived in the woods. 

The boys nicknamed me the " Plant Dector", becarse I was so fond of plants. 

I wanted to know every strange stone, flower, insect, bird or beast. No 

ome could tell mee My only book was an old Vebster’® Elementary Snelling Book 

I wonld seek the aun here without satisfaction. I almost Ikmew the book 

by heart. 

At the age of nineteen years my brother left the 01d home for Payettville 

Arkansase 

Shortly after, at the aze of ten years, I left for Neosho, a little town 

just eight miles from our farm, where I could go to scheol. Mrs and “rs. 

Carver were perfectly willing for us to go where we could be educated the 

sane as white children. 

I remained here about two years, got an onportunity to co to Fort Scott, 

Kansas with a family. They drove through the conntry. 

Every year I went to school, supnorting myself by cooking and doing all 

kinds of house work in private familes, 

At the age of ninteen years I went back to see my brother and Ir, and 

Mre Carver. I had not improved much in stature, as I rode on 4 half-fare 

ticket. The conductor thought I was rather small to be travelling alone. 

I spent the summer here, and returned to “inneapolis, “ansas where I finished 

my high school works 

The sad news reached me here that James, my only brother, had died with 

the smallpox. Being conscious as never before that I was left alone, I trusted
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Page 5. Early Years. 

God and pushed ahead. In 

of laundering. I opened 
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After finishing high school here I 

aa) 7 12 Aan Taw T wae adm? + art » a 
CcCoisevce in Lowe i WaS aamitteds \ Cnt, 

i - 

sk HOG 

» a | 

nad 

working 

receive me. 

a | we 4 e £399 7 i 
presiagent saw I wa 

y money, and 

3 for others I had learned the minutia of 
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to open a laundry here. I was liberally patronized by the students. I 

remained here until spring." 

Two facts strongly impress themselves upon my mind as I read this statement 

First, the large-heartedness which must have prompted Tir. Carver-- the man 

who gave his name to the great scientist --to seek the stolen ones and pay 

three hundred dollars for a wee child with little prospect of its life 

being prolonged. 

@ can only hope that he may have lived to know something of the service 

the scientist today is rendering in preparing new edibles in these days of 

conservation. We cannot praise too much this love for his fellow man which 

prompted this man to unite the mother and George with the sisters and brother. 

What a home was thereby opened ¥ h gave to the boy the freedom to roam 
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God's creations, and desire to see the 

blossoming of life to the extent of eaeh ones possibilities, there is no 

desire to in any way stint the means by which this enrichment may come, but 

lesire to be co-laborers in such results. somestimes those who can 

give what seems to them very convincing arguments on "close communion" as 

they name it, forget the pith of their arguments in their every daydealings 

with thos whom God would bring into one great company of every tribe and 

tongue. 

Let us not forget as someone has written, “Americans are bent on th 

preservation of a social order in which men shall be respected not for what 

they inherit, but for what they achieve." 

Hamilton Wright Mabie says, "A free field must be kept for individual 

for those of industry and ability." 

Ex-Secretary James Wilson's thought is, "The treasury of America depends 

upon the inventions of unknown men, upon the originations of unknown men, 

upon the ambitions of unimown men. Every country is renewed out of the ranks 

of unknown men." 

A touch of strength of everyone of ability will get the door of opportunity 

wide in America. This open door has in the case of Prof. Carver as of many 

others proved a source of great benefit to our nation, and through the 

individuality of such of his race as Booker T.Washineton we have one of the 

pattern institutions of our land- an institution which people of other 

countries have sought to copy.  
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After seeking to enter an Iowa college from which he was turned away 

because of his color-= a college evidently not so broad as the prairies on 

which its freedom loving founders had permétted it to be built-- he came 

to Winterset. It had been the request of a friend that he start a green- 

house at this place-- a business for which he seemed peculiarly adapted, as 

flower and shunwb seemed to respond to his touch by giving of their choicest 

wealth of leaf and flower. But upon looking over the situation, he decided 

here was not sufficaent demand to make the undertaking profitable; hence 

the idea was abandoned. He then went into one of the hotels as cook. It 

took very little time for those with whom he lived to realize that he was 

superior to his surroundings, in ability of mind to grasp the higher 

intellectual problems. 

D@ not for one moment think that I would belittle the one who doea the 

every day duties of life; for these duties, well done, are among our greatest 

blessings; but we surely have gifts differing, and this man gave his best 

efforts to whatever he was doing. Always trying by so doing, to increase 

the world's supply of the best possible. If it 

most perfectly prepared; was it laundering, none could 

It was during the time he was working at this hotel, that some of the 

pedple of the town began to suspect something of his true worth. Being 

very noticablg a true | eentleman and a fine singer, he was asked 

one of the church choirs, His beautiful tenor voice was heard before it 

was known to belong to one of the dark-skinned race. 

nN 
It may explain why race lines were so far forgotten that he was viven such 

an invitation, when I say this was to be a revival meeting and consecrations 

~ A * 

were at par. Hence with one consent the way was opened for him to come. 

If any felt speechless. When he  
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did not immediately respond to the invitation and his voice was heard 

another evening in the rear of the congregation, he was urged, and 

replied, that he would come nearer the front and sing, but it might not be 

pleasant for some to have him take a conspicuous place. He had so recently 

come from that college which closed its doors avainst him; and he had 

either learned what it really meant to step higher or he was applying the 

rule of his inate nature to be considerate of others. 

His experience in our Iowa town with no higher school of learning was far 

from what his nature craved. For this reason he very soon started what might 

be called a private school for himself, and the hours for each branch were 

as rigidly enforced as in those where there are many students. Being asked 

by friends why one of his education and talents was working at something 

which might be done by many another, while he had talents not given to all, 

is own inclinations were stirred anew to rise above the depressing influences 
ie) 
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which had come upon him because of race prejudiceg. So he gave up his 

¢ Bd 

position as hotel cook and rented a little cottage, where he could xontrol 2 

his own time. Had any one asked him in those days, what his business was, 

methinks he could have appropriately answered, “Climbing with laundering in 

the intervening hours to get the wherewithal necessary to a livelihood.” 

During these days there were many who greatly enjoyed being permitted to 
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a@ avery rare cabinet at Tuskegee, the contents of which has been collected 

” ) ie , Hef a ie pe 1h A a Nae a Ae EN : lari “ a , en on Terme rau at ctl ite through all the years since his boyhood. A former student of Tuskegee says 

"ae by ae Se a Ra al t TG be hn vs Oa | 5 “ AP ele sie Pim 1 4 er, 7A EET ANDI of this cabinet, " From the large collection of what we call common things, 

stores of information can be gotten."
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Page li. 
Three Years at Simpson College. 

Had Winterset friends known of the very slender purse which he carried 

when starting to Indianola, some of the fir m
 t days there mightg.have been 

differently remembered by those who soon became his staunch friends, 

We say 'might have been', but from his own story in later years, we know 

he would have #6ceived no money as a gift. ‘Some little helps were offered 

ly received, but with his resourcefulness,-- never having seen 

him want for the necessaries of life,-- friends did not dream but what his 

the college laundrying would readily provide for all his needs. 

He says of those days, " I opened a laundry for my support. After all 

my mabriculation fees had been paid, I had ten cents left to live upon. 

yught five cents worth of corn meal, and the other five cents I spent 

£ 7 ae rene SN | See > oy Pr F re a wari on ir yes, Mee 

for beef suet. I lived off these two things one whole week. It took that 

long for the people to learn that I wanted clothes to wash. After that wee 

I had many friends and plenty of work. And he adds right here, "I would 

never allow any one to give me money, no difference how badly I needed it. 

I wanted literally to earn my own living." It was from this week of extra 

deprivation that there came impressions of an exten 5,
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ct
 art teacher, soon learning to know and appreciate his 

e
r
 

ability, went to one whom she thought would be interested, lrs. V.A. 

Liston, who was then also in the art department, and said, "There is the 

most wonderful student here you ever saw. He has no money nore friends, 

and is in great need. I want you to meet him, and find a room and help 

ed me if I would teach him art and if he ba
 

@ oD
 ae MA +} ee 7 

him get through schoole A aod aos 

could ssw wood for me to pay for his art lessons. What do you think of that? 

" 1 Tn ela 7 nN AKA ha maint haawk 4 fe) ee wy artiakic 
I let him come to the room, and he paints beautifully and is very artistic.
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Page 28. Christian Life. 

This band had been organized as a reading circle wi th three members, but 

it soon increased and at the time their first program was published. they i > FP 3 4 

had twenty-nine members, with two volunteers for the mission field. 

os 4 2 ° 2 , In a letter from one with whom he was associated at Puskegee, we glean 

this," Like a true scientist, Professor Carver is deeply religious and his 

sunday School and Sunday evening Bible classes are among his chief pleasures 

in the work for the young people there." 

How much greater influence for good his life has been to the spiritual 

side of thousands of young lives that he has touched and influenced, than 

if his teachings had been only cold facts. In all these years about the only ‘e. 
eo oe 

Sabbath days that he has failed to attend the morning worship in the school ta
 

Chapel, or to meet and teach his SundaySchool class have been when he was 

away on one of his lecture tours- and his vokunteer Sunday evening Bible 

¢iass tor the young people has been very popular. 
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irit of helpfulness she adds, "If a number o t
y
 J ~ aR 

the most to
d 

rs 

successful and useful young men who have graduated from Tuskegee were asked 

s mn ra ehh at res ral a i on A; 4 thos Baa te teas ie ed a NS ? get through school, no doubt they would tell you, "f 

  

told them never to mention it, for of his charities like any of his other 

virtues, he is very modest.” 

It seems that people fenerally think that the negro race to a man, is of 

that high-strung emotional temperament that carries them into the grotescue 

° sictur ain the sones 3 1d relicions ILCCUPEea nh tne songs and r GLigzious 

is f ont ala gia A ave ™ celear a TT way ar fervor of the old slave days. I am glad they were so 

  

able to create, if necessary, some sort of a sacred picture show to relieve 

de tn on ot ane, 4 o> 2 Pe ana mn 5 BY om | bs P. ma awe MAMI bak 8 : ‘L. ; at pet vne strain of those days; and methinks those songs and recitations have ofte 

3 aH a Pant Su xs eae Ce wiht my : 1. in ah PT ae ine since then been helpful in relieving strains which came to many self made 

7 , 1 - By 5 em, on “ on ie | q 2 + te Siavese. inose with high strung temperaments surely had their cause for t 
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