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Childhood and Early Youth
I - December 31, 1934
IT - Diamond Grove
IIT - Neosho

IV - Fort Scott and Minneapolis

V - Highland, Beeler, and Winterset

VI - Colilege Years - Simpson and Ames

PART II
Tuskeegee

VII -Early Days at Tuskeegee
Beginning his work in Agriculbural Chemistry; Contacts with studefits
and with people of both races in the surrounding community; teachin g;
Bullding up the Agrizultural department of the school...etce.

-Extension Work and Unusual Discoveries
Studies of soils, crop production, plant diseases, markets, prob=-

lems faced by southern farmers, possibilities for southern farming,etc...
Extraordinary discoveries of products, commercially valuable, to

be derived from peantits, sweet potatoes, clays, etc...

"Megsenger Extraordinary "

Lectures and demonstrations, with exhibits of new products, in
towns, cities, colleges, legislatures, Congressional committees,etc,
thruout the United States...

Growing recognition of his significent contributions...Spingarm
medal Fellow of British Royal Society of Arts and Sciences; Silver
Cup; School By,;ildings named for him; Invitation from Edison to work
with him in his laboratory,declined; Invitation from the Soviet
Government to come to Russia to work; One of his paintings secured
for ﬁallery at Luxembourg; Referred to by Einstein as one of the
ten "greatest living scientists"....Use of his discoveries, as po-
tato flour, during the World War,... etc, etc.

X - The "Little Family"

The intimate and ever-growing fellowship of his close friends,
drawn from both races, which comprises his "Little Fgmily"--chiefly
young men who have come under his influence in various ways, and
who keep in constant touch with him thru correspondence, visits,
requests for help in various forms of creative work, etCeees

XI =Further Experiments
With particular emphasis onr.experiments in the use of certain

peanut olls with massage inthe treatment of post-infantiie paralysis
cases-- work which has brought thousands of letters to him, and




Cris
" p-2

constant streams of visitors, in addition to the already amazingly
large volume of correspondence he carried on, and the daily receptions
of visitors from all over the United States and from other parts of the
world...A period of work once referred to by Dr. Moton as "the most sig-
nificant piece of interracial work being carried on in America today"...

XTI - December 31, 1938

The celebration of his 40th anniversary at Tuskeegee... His con-
tributions to Science, Art, Religion, Human relationships... The sig-
nificance of his discoveries in Agricultural Chemistry to the south...
His work with his young assistant at Tuskeegee today; their joint plans

and dreamsS.. ..
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Outline of Chapters

PART I - Childho od and Early Youth
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I - December 31, 1934 -
II- Diamond Grove

III- Neosho

IV - Fort Scott and Minneapolis
V - Highland, Beeler, and Winterset

VI - College Years - Simpson and Ames

PART II - Tuskeegee
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\ VIT -Early Days at Tuskeegéde -
Beginning his work in Agricultural Chemistry; Contacts with
students and people in the community; Teaching; Building up
Agrichltural Department; etc.,, etc,

N
e

| VIII - Extension Work and Discoveries =
( Studies of soils, crop production, plant diseases, marle ts, etc,

Extraordinapty Discoveries,products from peanuts,potatoes,
clays, etc.

"Wessenger Extraordimary" -
Lectures and demonstration of products before groups in towns,
cities, colleges, legislatures, expositions,8lubs;Congress Com.
Special recognitions: Spingarm medal, Fellow of British Royal
Society for Encouragement of Arts and Sciences; Silver Cup;
School buildins mamed for him; Invitations from Edison and the
Soviet Government; Ekmxx A painting secured for Luxembourg - Etc,

X - The "Little Pgmily" -

The gradual building up of a ® nstantly increasing group of
yowg men--a few women--of both races who onstitute his so-
'called"Little Family", students and others whom he has aided
in various ways--spiritually,financially,inspirationally-- with
whom he keeps in constant touch by visits,letters, prayer, etCess.

XI - Experiments in Therapy(?) -

His daily stream of visitors; special experiments in the
use of certain oils from peanuts combined with massage in the
treatment of post-infantile paralysis cases--referred to once
by Dr. Moton as "the most significant piece of interracial
work being carried on in America today";( Ca3ebration of his
40th anniversary at Tuskeegee.
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KESSENGER EXTRAORDINARY
Approximately 1915 -~ 1933

The poriod of publiec lectures north,east,south,west; recog=
nitions; offers of other positions; critlicisms; tremendouvs
acolaims; increasing demands +.,..s 8nd in the midst of it
all, continued quisék work and research in his chosen fields...

Death of Booker T, Washington
Special work during the war in food conservation program--appBenance ak
Washington to advise concerning flower from sweet potatoes
1917« ¥gde & Fallow of Bpitish Royal Soclety of Arts
1923~ Awarded Spingarm medal
of fered position by Mr. Egison
Invited by Russian Soviet Govs %o come to Russis for work in cotton
Lectures -- with exhibits and demonstrations- in citiss, schools, cdlleges
10%1I= Appearance Defore Ways and Means Goms in ccnnection with placing
a tariff on peanuts= Questioned for hour snd a half ==
1927« Awarded honorsry doctorate degree by Simpson College
Criticisms by scilentists; members of hls own rece; various groups
"He isnot a scientist®;®he is & quack chemist™; "he says he de-
pends on 'inspiration! rather than ‘nformetion®

"He cares more for white people then for his own race"
"lie will not commercialise his disscoveries--vhat good ere they ¥

"He is too secrebtive~- who will carry on his work when he dies ¥
®gis products have no real commercisl value"
" He has dfscovered nothing scientists did not know before"

Development of an ever=-wider circle of friends--bikek and white--
Continuing recognition of the ultimate velue of his acievments

Increasing demands

Bronze plaque of him presented to Tuskeegoe
Sghool buildins names for him in various places

ETC.




THE " LITTLE FAMILY ¥

Being an acount of the spiritual fellowship
very dear %o him which has developed from sone
tacts made during his lecture trips... A fele-
lowship ineluding meny young men and boys, a

few women, from whom he hears frequently, for
whom he has a great affestion end in whose cre
ative endeavors he has an immense interest....

Selected excerpts from letters %o him from the members
of his "Littles Pmily"««(Most of whom sve white ) and
from his letters to them.

Mony of his maxims, 1ldeas, habits of thought,

and beachings apposr in these letters sz they do
not appear elsevhore,... Axd many intimete pictures
of him in his everyday 1life st Tuskeege, as well as
xxm events happening teo him on his lectures trips...




UP BN THE SEVENTIES
Approximately 1933 « to the Present

Beginning with the date Dec. 31, 1033, when the AP carried
the first story of his experiments with peanut oll and massage
in the treatment of post-infantile paralsis csses.,.. the anazing
story of the thousands of lebtters that poured in upon himg the
meny cellse- and of his response to it allee- the whole thing
being once spokepof by Dr. Mpton as “the most significant pilecs
of intervscial work being carried on in America todey"eses.

Break-down and sever illness -- from over-work in response
to the inereased demands

Celebration of the 40th anniversay of his coming to Tuskeegese,
running thra the School yearw 1936-37 =- culminating in the
presantation to Tuskeege of a bust of him made by Steffen Thomas

Appearance on radioc prograligw-- lovieg made of him wew

Another severe illness and slmost oomplete break-down in the
spring of 1938 - Il nths in the school hoppital--

Removal to more comflortable quarters in an apartment in Dorothy
Halle fall, 1938 == and the beginning of work on the permament
housing of his collections, laboratory, paintings, in a building
neay Dorothy Hallsseess Working with hls youwng assistant I
Austin W, CGurtis,a Cornell man discovered by Pres. Pgtlerson and
greatly loved by Dr, Carverse..

July 25¢h, 1639 =~ A painting on whioh he had worked for years
unvelled ab Tuskeege, with s lecture before 2,000 peoplé-- a sixe
foot canvas portraying yuceca and cactuS.ss.

Roosevelt Award « Oct, 2¥th, 1930
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December 31,1933

It was long past his usual nine o'clock bed-time when Professer

Carver said good-bye to his last visitor,stoed for a moment watching
the car dfsappear in the sbar-lit Alsbama night, then turned and walked
across the porch of Rockefeller Hall, en across the corridor, and open=-
ed the door inte ﬁif own rooms., He had scarcely had a moment alone all
day, for before heﬁfinished breakfast, his first visitor ¥ad appeared,
and there had been a steddy stream of them to be recelved all day long.

Not that visitors were rare with him, for no day passed without
bringing someone to Tuskeesgee to see Dr. Carver, and it was nothing
uncommon for a big bus to arrive at Rockefeller Hall filled with an esgger,
excited group of & udents who had come to see him, He was very patient
with them, snd very generous. Semetime s he showed them his collsctiens
of micas; his paintings; his books; the plants in the windows of his
rooms, Semetimes he took them over to his laboratory --"Ced's Little
Work-shop” -- snd discussed with them the many and astounding pro-
ducts which, he had found, could be derived from peanuts,clay, slag
from coal mines,muck frem the swamps; from almost any everyday thing,
for that matter,

He leved these "little fellows®, ashe was wont to call these boys

end youmng men who often came to visit him, It seemed that something

within him rose up immediately and went out to mset them on th&bfown

light-hearted ground, for the eager gaiety of his own inherently youth-
ful heart found swift companionship in such cengenial company. And
here and there, in every sud group, there were two or three, or ons,

perhaps, to whom he felt almost instantly drawn by a more than casual




bond, That dear little fellow(He would find himself thinkinggs-though
the "desr little fellow" might actually measure up %o & height of six
feet two') Mow that little fellow is differsnt from the rest; he has &
apeative mind, I would like to tell him some interesting things asbout
himself; he can make something more than the usual out of life,

Not all of his visitors came in bus loads, nor all from schools
and colleges, but from all over the country and even from the remote
corme rs of the earth, yet 1% was his habit to give the same careful abe
tention te one as to msny, at times spending hours with one of his "boys"
who hsd come for a visit, or with some young lad who had brought some
gewgaw invention of his own to shew to Dr. Carver, There wers rare
instances-- as his friends would tell you -- when his usuval patience mnd
cordiality were suddenly displaced by an impenetrable alloffness, How
and then seme curious ealler would walk into an atmosphere of icy cood-

ness as WMo mfertable as 1t was inexplainsble, And the rank end calling

of such hapless visitors apparently had nothing %o de with 1%, There

was the legendary story of a notable bishop who came To the Professor's
office one day mnd was received so coldly that he madef & most precipe
itate departure, clerical cost-tails flying., And this was not the only
oft-told tale of how somebody or other found himself obviously persona
noen grata to Professor Carwr. Questioned by anxious friends as to the
peason or wisdem in such display of inhospitality, he wuld simply re-
mark thet he didn't like the look in the man's eyes -- and it would
have to go at that.

And then thers were the letters that eme every day -- letters md
letters and letters, Fpom Indis, requesting suggestions for a m itable
menu for Mehatme Ghendi. Yron California, or any other state, inquiring

4f he were available for a seriss of lectures., From an Art Spclety agke
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ing 4if he would lend a group of his paintings for the coming exhibit.
Fpom a mission station in Africa, wanting te lnow more sbat the powdere
ed milk he had made for bables of missionaries. From a school board in
Kansas, nobifying him that the new school building was being named for
him and Inviting him to speak at the dedication, From a Bpy Secout Ixe
ecukive, inquiring when the Betany manual would be ready. From a fam-
er:"I an sending the diseased plamt @ out which we talked. I hope you
can find out for us what the trouble is and what v de sbout it", Fprem
one of his "boys®™: " I am coming to Tuskeegee next week to see you; there
is something T want to talk over with you ".esses Se many, many letters §
He usually wrote the answer to sach one hs.msel_f, early in the mommne

ing long before anyone else wag awake, Of late he had noticed that his

hadi had grown wnsteddy with the writing, but so far he had steadily
refused the proffered s‘;:megr‘aphie aild, low that he was SiEin }the

seventies == jJjust how SSan, he himself did not emectly know, but some-

whers Wbl the seventies -- Tuskesgee suthorities left him practi-

gally free from all routine duties %o give his time to the vi%_f&tara and
Rlvess

sevendy, but

N
because the re were so many things demanding his time and sttention: Ex -

letters and to anything that he chose. Hyt because he wes

periments and explerations requiring long hours in hislaberatory; trips
inbo fields and woods to gather specimens for his experiments; writing,
for there were many bulletins needing to be written, as well as the Botany
text bookjthe endless stream of letters and visitors; lecture tours;

a daily eurrent
demonstrations-- and muixendiess of requests and inquiries for a
thousand snd one things no one else would ever take time to consider

save Oesorge Washington Carver,

Giving wp his regular dlass-room work, even the Sunday evening Bible
eclass, had not withdrawn him from the main stream of the engoling life

of Tuskeegee Institute, Indeed in some ways he seemed more sn essentisl




Ceiap
- P 4

part of it than ever. On mornings when there was med for him te be &b
his off'ice or laboratory early, he had found it necessary to take a
little-used path scross the campus froem Réckcfallor Hdl 1 to the Agri -
cultural building, rather than the main avenuve. Otherwise, with first
one persen and then snether stepping him, there was no telling how long
he would be delayed, Seme would step him merely to see what kind eof
flower he was vemping in his coat lapels there was slways a flower tThere.
And some would step to joke him about his ecap, wllﬁ earried in a
wad in his left hend., Some of the wemen of the faculty, in particular,
were concerned about thet cap. 4 disreputable looking thing, they called
it, and sometimes said such definite things to him concerning it that
he would appear for several days thereafter humbly carrying-- if it
were summer -- his st iff straw sallor dyed s deep purplish black with
a crepe myrtle dye of his own concoctione Byt the cap would soon reapesr.
And now, today, it seemed that there would be somthing else added to

all theése other things that already ®» filled his Hime; sombthing else

to be worked out, now that he was up 8 the seventies and better eguipped
for such working, He closed the door behind him md steod still forfds
long moment, apparently looking at the rows of beoks lining the walls
of the roem, but actually seeing them not at all, The day's visi®b rs
passed in swift procession 2@ in before him, Quickly brushihg aside
tl® mersly curious --"We just wanted to see what you look like" -« he
gathered the remaining ones with infinite tenderness into his memery.
What serrow and suffering and ¢lubching at a straw of hops he had seen
in their tired,searching eyes | 'Well, he would de what he could,
promising 1i# tle. The issue of 1t all, as he had long since discovered,
was not his responsibility; Seme One else would see %o that,
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Twrning to the table, he took up the paper he had found no time teo
road. There wes the Assoclated Press story, just as they had ssids "Dise
sovery of a mineral oil in peanuts that has aided in the recovery of
infantile paralgsis victims axd in the rejuvenation of tissues was an-
nownced today by Dr. George W. Carver, noted Negro solentist and head of
the rescarch department of Tuskeegee Institute,

'Tt has been given out that I have found a curs,' sald Dr, Carver.’
1T have not, but 1t looks hopeful..sse' "

Here was the £ ory that had started the procession of special visit-
ors that day, a procession destined te go on and on far out beyend the
borders of anyone's imagining.

might
Had he looked back apfoss the years, Prefssser Carver mawkd heve
sesn anethegi?ggceaaian, a2 long line of haxrs and months and days, of
svents an%ﬁhappenings and cirewmstanges, that had brought him during
these %«-@é& vears from g slave mbin on 2 Hissourl famm % his
present place among ke seientists,artists,seers and prophets ad the
exsmplars extraordinary of a new World Order, It 1s Tthe gtory of these

howrs and days, the story of the life of George Washington Cerver, that

the se pages set out te tell.
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DIAMOND GROVE

On & morning in early autumn, a decade after the close of the

Civil War, a strange little figure in jeans and homeppun came trudging
dewn a2 hilly country rosd nead Diamond Gpove, liissouri, The bundle he
carried slung ever his shoulder g ve a certain air eof purpose te his
trudging, but ether then that,there was nething in the outward appear-
ance of the incident te indicate the far<reaching culmination and sige
nificance it was ultimately to attain, Anyone in the nieghborhodd,
watching from a window, might have dismissed the 1i ttle figure with a
casual ,"M,eres goes Little George Cgrve., They say he is goingaway te
school, and he is not much more than ten years old; small for his ege,too”,

It was true, Little Yeorge Carver was leaving home and going
away to school, Net very far away,to be sure, as miles are usually meas-
ured, for he mant te ge no farther than Neesho, a small town eight
miles distant from the little Cress Roads settlement at Djsmend Grove.
But forhim it was a leng journey, and sespecially leng en that particular
day when he was leaving home for the first time slone, and--he felt
gcertein-- to stay.

He had known 2 pleasant home these ten years,there on the farm
with Mr. and Mrs. Meses Carver, the elderly couple to whom his meother
had belonged in the days befere the War had come ans given the slaves
their freedem, It was commonly said of the Cgrvers that they were peo-
ple of Dutch descent, and that their purpese in purchasing slaves had
been net so much te acquire them as property as to provide for them
g home snd Xkind treatment, Of hisg parents Little George had ne

recollection at all, for his father, Meses Grant, who had been a slave

on an adjoining plantation, had died before Geors;® WaS born
<D 2
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trampled to death by an ox teum., And his mether, Kgry Carver, had
boan stelsn by a band of the scalawag night raiders who appeared in
many sections of the south during the closing days ef the War, George
hinself had been stolen with her, and had heard frem the Carvers many

times ths atery ef that dresdful happenings
Capets

¥hen the news pﬁha.i; rajders were in the viciniiy esme-- so the

story wes teld te hime- the Cprvers set sbout hastily hiding away
preparty that might be seized by the marsuders, But there was only
time te concesl vhat money there was in the house, mmd James, ang older
brother of COeorge, before the ralding party sppeared, Kpry Carver was
gelzed and cerried sway, ¢l utching her thres-nonths-old baby clese in
her srms, And elways, later, when the stery wes teld, someons would
peint osutt the tres Yo which lgses Carver was tied and torftured in a
furils sbttempt to meke him disclese the wher:abouts of the hidden
monsy &nd Jamose

Mrs Carver sent osul a rider %o search for, and if possible o ree

v
purchase, the loat lgry snd hep childe Confl icting reports later sur~

rewndsd ths astuasl incidenis ef this rescuer*a Jowney, but his own
reporte. and the one conmonly accapted as true -- was that Mary Carver
had mysterionsly disappesred, leaving no trace whatsoever of her wheree
abouts. leng afterward it wes runoured that this rider had mctually
found Nary Cerver, bHought her, and ré-sgeld her with & margin of pree
fit for himsslf, returning wilk &« false report te the Cprverss Ancther
fragment of Pumour held that semec ne had seen the lest Mgry in the
midst of a amall group eof zoldiers traveling nevrthward, vhatever

may actuelly heve happened te her, it is certein thet en thst terri -

ble night Mary @srver disappesred forever frem her home 8% Diamond (rove.




e baby was found by the rider with a family in Arkansas, his
survivel being almost as mud of a mystery as that of his mother's dise

appearance, for in ks three short months in the world, this baby had

been suddenly snatched awsy frem home, and then had leost his mether,
and now was 111 with a bad case of whooping cough, Actually, there was
only a small spark of life left flickering in the tiny black body to be
sold back to Meses Carver, and the deal was soon ®mpleted. The Arkensas
family let ths baby go in exchange for s horse brought aleng by the
rescuer, a horse then valued at $ 300, Back at Dismond Grove, under
the care of Mrs, Barver, the feeble spark of life was fanned into flame,
and the baby came safely through the drastic disasters that had attend-
ed his first three monthss The two orphaned boys, George and his bro-
thre James, lived on then with the Carvers, cared for more as actual
children of the househoeld than as sons of a former slaves

‘For seme reason George, or Little George, as everyone called him ,
falled to grow and develop in & normal manner physicallye. The s ogk
of his experience with the raiders may have had something to do with
1t, or it may have been the effect of the whooping cough. Whatever the
reason, it seemed that nothing could induce him to grow. A droll,
stunted, dwarfed-looking little ereature, it appesred for a while that
he was destined to be almost an actual hunchbsek. But as time went en,
by dint of persistenly carrying across his back a strong straight stick,
hooked in some fashion under his elbows, he was able to smooth ocut the
wnsightly huape.

Unfortunately, no such simple remedy was foud for the trouble in
his throat. He spoke and laughed and sang in a shrill falsette whisper,
aid was addicted to stammering umder the stress of the slightest ex-

gitement or amusement, The stammer he was able to overcome, but it




was years before his voice took on a quality even slightly resembling
the nomal,

™e fragments of his recollections of these early vears spent with
the Cprvers and his brother James, present him as a strangely paradoxe
ical child, but one whe was obviously the ebject of affecticnate care
and training snd concern on the part of Mr, and lMrs Carwr, At i mes
he appears as a gay little elf,capering about the place in high glee;
stealing forbidden rides on the sheep when kp. Carver was not around;
or slipping out of doors on a snowy night when he was being kept in on

asccount of his croup, to run off with Jemes for a feast eof lusclious pess

simmonsg or singing in his gqueer falsetto volce the gay sengs that

bubbled up within him, Surrounded by the atmesphere of unquestiocned
gecurity existent in the Carver héme, he was blessedly free te laugh
his elf'in laughter, sing his gay songs, wniroubled by any sense of op =
pression er insecurity.

Yot it 4= not in his pixie role that he most frequently appears
durl g these & ildhood years, for a miner strain of wistfulness and
loneliness sounds again and again in the music of his sarly memories.
Though he had never knowm either his mother or his father, and although
the Carvers made a home for him in & way that probably has few para-
lels in all American history, he yet somehow strangely missed his owmn
parents, particularly his mother, There must have been a quelity in
his childish sadness resembling the nostalgia so poigm ntly expressed
in the old spiritusl,"Sometimes I feel like a motherless child, far,
far fran home.," As soon as he was olde enough to understand the story
of his Patherts desth and his mother's disappearance, he would ask
agein and again about his motheri how she lookedjwhat she said and did;

gnd whether she would ever return, Vaguely he gathored that Mary Carver
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had besn sn extraordinary weman, in the opinion of all whe kuew her.

He was certain that lrs. Capver had loved her sincerely, for whenever

she begen to go:k of Mary, she invarisbly burst inte tears. Twe relics
) N%M bY /
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of his mother were given him by the Garwi'n,?\relics vinich 'Alu has treas-

ured through the years, visible evidences of sn inner devotion effered
sontinually at a shrine crested in his ehildish heert for s mother
he never knew,

Down in the barn lot one winter dsy a tragedy occurred that the
bey was never to forgets He Was gmusing himself by throwing recks and
pebbles at mow birds rfaeding; on the grain strewn asbout on the ground ,
nis shrill lsughter rising high above the whirr of wings as the startled
bords rose in flight. Eventually a pebble actually hit a bird, and
this,tee, at first was & matter of glee to Little George. Ie ran to
£ind the wounded bird where it had fallen on the grownd, but the sight
of blood en its head scbered him instantly.Paking the little bedy gently
wp in his hends, he felt a fesble filutter in its breast , and then the
bird was stili. In that moment it seemed to him that all the misery
tn 8ll the world was somehow gaihered together in him, for, with no
excuse vhatever, he had taken away 1ifs from something he loved, and
sould never give it back again, Ther: was no censclation for grief
1ike this, and for days he went sbout the place a forlern little
ereature, weeping bitterly at the thought of the dead bird his own
thoughtless hands had killedsess. Ahd in later years he often repeatdd
the story of this childhood tragedy, invariably ending,"I have never
forgotten that poor little dead bird®,

Being ® 1little and frail, and thus unfit for much out-door
work,George spent mud time about the house with Mrs, Carver, a habit
whid eventually came ot be of much value to him, for she taught him
to
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to cook and to sews te scrub snd to clean; to keep a house and yard in
gpotless orders Too spotless, te the boy's way of thinking at that
time, for it meant that he wss net ellewed to bring flewsrs or plants
inte the house; mo bouguets must elutter up the place, And there was
no room for his rocks, vhich wes & matter for much goncern indeed, for
as soon as he was old snough %o go around by himself, he was forever
going out to the nearby fields and woods and bringing back Tflowers or
rocks or plants of some kind,

Leng, quiet hours he spent in the woods and fields, wabching the
birds snd imitating their callsy or gazing for a leng while at a leaf
or a flower; or finding all manner of curious things snd wondering
gbout them., What made one rock white and another one browm ¢ And why
was this flower small while another beside it was large ? And this leaf--
how was it made in the beginning, and could he sver, when he was grown,
make anything that would be like it ? Question after question took
form in his mind during the long gquiet hours he spent alone, roaming
the fields and woeds, finding and gathering his plants and recks te
take home,

The day finally csme when Mrs, Carver teldhim he weuld have to get
rid of his rockse- they were all over the house to be sbtumbled over,
and she simply oo uld not have it any longer. Considerably troubled, he
went out o try to think what he counld do. Just as few days before he
had found a wonderful rainbow-colored rock,broken into twe piecea,so
that the marvelous golors ah.?w all throughe He had brought both

plecca home, and to give themk&up now seemed ubtterly impossible., Finally

he took one plece in esch hand, went far out frem the house, d esed
his eyes, and threone plese ss far as he cowld fling it, then ran in
the epposite direction ¥ find a plece somevwhere to hide the pilece he
hed kept®
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There was diffia 1ty with Wps, Carver over his frogs, as well, He
had made a wonderful golleotion of frogs in graduated sizes, each one
a little different 4in size from all the rest--an enviable collection
indeed., But trouble came when he took to carrying the sollection arcund
in his pockets, for Mrs, Csrver, who probably shared little of his en-
thusigsm for frogs in the first place, certainly could net put up with
having frogs of all sizes go hopping about the house at night., And so
it was that the hard law was laid downs Little CGeorge would have to
turn 2ll his pockets out whenever he entared the house,

It was after these experiencies with his rocks and frogs that he m
made a little secret garden down in the edge of the woods, a place te
which he could bring the plants he was constantly {inding in his rape
bles her and there - finding and wenbing te keep, Here he brought
his beloved plants snd cared for them with a wisdom based partly upen
the knowledge to be expected of a MHissowrl country boy of his day, and
partly upen a strangs,intuitive understanding but poorly explained by
any hunsn logic or reasoninge.

Tue Cervers taught him to resd and to write, and gave him a @ py

of Webmter's Bluaback Speller -= & book whosge pages he searched eagerly

but vainly for answers to the questions that buzzed incessantly back

and forth in kis mind, James had been te school ab Neosho, the towmn
eight miles away, riding horsebak back snd forth each day. DBut James
was nobt able to tell his little brother the things he mest wanted to
know, partisularly the things he wanted to know abeut his rocks and
plmmts; nor was he able to get much help in this matter from the Carvers.

80 it was that the thought, and then the convictien, grew iIn his mind
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that he,toe, must ® to school; that he must go somewhere to find the

angwers te his questions for himself,

Telking over the matter with My, and ips, Carver, he found them

willing, theugh sous what reluctant, to have him go., He was much tee
amell to rids the eight miles esch day as Jgmes had done, and besides,
there was no ether her se forhim te ride, I¢ would be necessary for him
to find some place te stay in Neeshe. The Carvers had no meney for
his schooling, but if he wished %o go and try to make his own way, they
said they would raise neo objestions, He might go and try it for a
vhile, and then, if he wished to, he ooild come home sgain,

He hed been te NWeosheo hefore, for twice each year the wmgon was made
ready for the trip e Lewn,the purpose of the Journey being the pure
chase of a half year's supply of the houschold necessities it was ime
pessible to raise at home, Jgmes went on one of the trips each year,
Little George on the other; and it was always a great day. Mrs. Carver
never went with them; in all her life sle never went out of the county
in wiich she was borne But Little George had been to Heeosho, and had
seen the school theres How he would live or what he would de he did
not knew, but that would take care of itself when the time came. All
that he knew for certain now was that he was goinge

Thus he set about making his plans, and finally the day for his dee
parture cane, Nrs, Carverhelped him tie up his clothes and his Blue-
bagk Speller and some food in a little bundle, He put in some of his
precious plants, sand the piece of rainbow reook. Then he was ready te go.
Taking wp his bundle, he said good-bye, and his diminutive figuwre was
o on lost to the sight of the Carvers and James as they watched him go
trudging dewn the road and disappear over the hill. Dpell, stunted




Little Ceorges Carver -- the strangely gifted bub sbtrangely handiocs pped

son of twe slaves - was leaving his home to go sway to school and te

make his own way in the world,




Lucy Cherry Cpisp
319 Bardeman Ave.
Macon, Georgia

NEOSHO

Tt was an exciting journey, the eight-mile walk to Heoshe on’
that early sutumn day; there were S0 many new things to see and to think
about., Fgmiliar landmerks George had seen ®» fore on his trips with
lMeses Carver assumed & new aspect now as he walked aleng by himself;
there was & new glamour snd enchantment about them, for he was ® ing
to school. He would seen knew, now, many of the things that had puz=
zled him fer so long; the snswers te the questions that had buzzed aband
in his mind, School, schoel, schooleess the word ssng itself over and
over within him as he walked aleng, stopping now sand then %o gxanine
s plant, or to listen to the call of a bird.

He would magme to get slong somehow; of this he was quite con-
fident, He knew how to de so many ¥inds of works he ovld ceok, clean

house, milk cows, cub firewood -- many, maeny things. The people in

Heoshe must have somene te do such things fer them, and they would pay

him for his werk., Then he could take the money and buy foed to ea$, and
books to read; somedsy he meant to have a hundred boeksj;perhaps even

mere than that. And he would find some place to live; semeone would

1ot him have & home in Neosho, and hs would work snd pay for it., If

he should be sick so that he could not work, he could go back %te the
Carvers againg he ould always be sure of that., It was a warm, encouraging
gcertaintye.

&o he went on his way to Neosho, epnfident, haopy, excited, the
eagerness in his heert giving wings to his feet so that he felt 1little
tiredness from the walk ng. Neesho was not a large towm, but teo Libtle
George ib seemed large, accustomed as he was to the comparative isela -
tion of 1life at Diamond Grove, Yet he was not afraid. He had been %o

EXmEX
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some of the stéres with Er. Carver, and knew his way sround the tewn &
little; why should he be afraild 7 The first metter of importence was
to find a place te spend this first nighte Ii wae too late to lock
for sny work tedayjthet must e left wmtill tomerrews Bubt what should
he do tonight ¢

It turmed out te be very simple. On the edge of tewmn he found lﬁ

old barn that lecked zs 1f no one used it snymore; ho eould stey thers,
Certainly ne one would mind, md it would be a good shelter in ocmse a
rain should f3i1l, He had spent too meny heppy hours in the woeds alene
to be afraid %o stay by himsslf, even in so strange a place, And vhale
ever tugs of homesiskness he may have falt were soon overvcome by the
natural exhsustion of the sight.mils walk snd the excitement of the day,
so that it was not long before he lay fast asleep in the old sbandoned
barn, hisz head pillowed on the precious little bundle that held sll his
earthly psesessions,

For several days he was busy looking for work, coming back te the
barn to sleep st night. Sove of the store-~kespers recognised him ee
the queer-looking 1little bey they had seen with old Mr. Carver on his
rare visits te town, dut Ceorge hed 11ttls nobtion of needing er of aske
ing fer help frem snysne, What he wanted was work teo do by whioch he
might sern bis own livinge From house to house he went, an esger,cen-
fident, though at times tired 1little boy, inguiring if there were any
odd jebs which ke might dos And finally ke did find people vhc had
sudi jobs and were willing fer him to try theme. He looked far too
smell to b¢ sble te do the things he said he could do, dbut when given

the chence, he made good his premises in a remerkably effisient manner,

Aotuslly, these little house~andeyerd jobs were quite easy for him: he

kad been deing such things at the Cgrvers almest ever since he could Yeoe
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member.It wes harder having te look fer them, but people were paying
him fer them new, In money or dethes or food, If he ould find some
place to staye..that was the main problem. Tre eld barn would serve
for a little while, but winter weuld coune, a nd he couvld not live in a
barn, And then it was teo lonely to bs always by himself at night,
with ne one teo whom he might talk,... e wanted a2 home snd a family,

Then one day he found them, 1In his round s of job-huniting he
came te a neat, three-roomed frame cottage on the edge of town whore
& Mr, Watkins and his wife lived, people of his own race. MNMrs, Watkins
was & nurse, and was often away from home nursing sick people for days
et a time., They found that George culd ceek, and keep a house clean,
and work a gerden-- at least he =aid that he could, They had no chile
dren of their own, » if this bey couvld actually de the things he said
he ould do, he w uld be just what they had meeded--a handy boy te hawe
around fer company as well as for worke They felt very drawn te the
strange 1ittle fellow, snd the matier was seen sebttled. He would come
and live with them, worlking ebout the house and yard feor his board and
keep; and when school was in sessien, he could ge te school,

Az the weeks went by it was more and mere evident that the arrange=
ment was wisely madej George did the ooking, milked the cow,a nd loohéd
after the garden with the meticulous care demanded by his own sense
of beauty end orvder ss well 235 by the habits instilled in kim back in
tk2 Csrver househeld, He fouwl both Er.o nd Hps, Watkins sympethetie
with him ia his eagerness  learn, and willing te give him all the halp
that they could. They both could read and write falrly well, but their
help came chisfly through their understanding and encoursgement and care,

Mrs. Watkins was touched, as Mrs. Carver had been, by his physie

cal frallfty , ®nd did all in her power te make him mere vigercus and

heslthy, They were d-lighted with his little gesrden, for he had begum




Crisp p-l18

a new garden just as soon as pegsible after he lnew where he was to
live. Tt was not leng befeore he was spending all the time he could In
the weods end fiel s again, smong the flowers and rocks and wild things
he s loved, FNews drifted sbout that the little boy living wilth the
Watking family knew 2 lot sbout plants snd could meke them grow, snd
befors long the neighbers were bringing him their sickly plants, He
geemed to know how te find the treuble, and o start them growlng again,

He couvld scercely weilt for the time for scheel %te epen, bubt the day
did finally come. A disinterested enlecker might have found 1little eof
besut¥y in the ons-reom log house te which George went so eaxgerly. Bub
to him, during those first days st scheol, there was a mystic enchante
ment gbout it, Herdébhe wes te lesrn, learn, learn, What dld it ms ther
that the mirscle was to taks place in an ugly, uncomfortadble leg hut 1
He sat, with the fifteen or twenty other pupils, on backless wocden
benches, helding his slate on his krmes; and with the other fiftesn or
twenty, paid more or less heed to the wisdem unfolded by the man whe
wag their teacher, They were studying net only Reading and Weiting and
Arithmetic, bub Geegraphy, Spelling, snd Grammar, Intriguing vistas

his ereative

epened up befors Ceorge as the days went aleng, for Mmxwuxxahis mind
was sble to mske of the stray crumbs of Imewledge he received esch day
nourishing bread for his imsginstion and dreams. S%ill, though grateful
for these crumbs, he grew more and more hungry for the real bread. It
was & hunger that despensd and grew a3 time went on snd he found se

Y. 2

meny of his ceassless questions still umanswered, by either his books

or Y his teschér,

Thevre were times vhen he was very lonely . It was fun to romp and
play with the other boys a2t reces: time at scheel; but none eof then, he

discove red, liked to go with him teo roam the fields snd woeds, in seach
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of plants fer his garden, Se, again, he went to the woods alone. The
birds and little woods animals came to seem as much at home with him
as he was with them, for he had practised until he could whistle their
notes almost as well as they themselw 2 could.... If he could enly
understand what they said |

Now and then, when Mprs, Watkins cwhld spare him, he went back home
for a week-end visit, One Saturday afternoon as he walked aleng the
road on his way te Diamend Gpove, a men overtook him and offered him
a2 ride, He was scarcely settled in the rickety old buggy when the man
bagan te beat his beny, weak old horse with constant, cruel blows, Teo
George it seemed that each bleow fell upen his own sensitive bedy, and
finally, unable to stand it any lenger, he explained to the man that
he was almost heme, and getting out of the buggy, climbed a little cliff
beside the road te walk the remaining way home. Perhaps, he thought,
smong his friends of the woods, he could ferget that peor,poor horse .,

At times there were epportunities forhim to work at w rious jobs

for people of the town: sawing weod, beating carpets, geing on errands
here and there. It was a @ od m=y means of earning a little extra money

for his needs now and then., In his contascts with seme of the people

for whom he worked hef sometimes sensed what to him was a very s trange

attitude; he had never known anything like it in the Cgrver home, and
at first was greatly puzzled, 3cme of these people seemed to think
that he was very d&fferent frem them; they spoke to him in tones they
never used when talking smong themselves; tones that brough a big lumpp
inte his throat and a baffling question irt o his mind. Gradually it be-
gan te dawn upon him that this manner and attitude were somehow Cone
nected with the fact that his skin was dark, a fact that seemed in some

peculiar way to make a great diSference to these people, His edder
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had never seemed te make any difference in the years 2% Diamond Gpove;

at least he had never been made aware of it But it seemed that now,

to some of the peeple with whom he had dealings, it did. Gradually
realising that this was something he prebably would slways have %o

face, he made up his mind that he would try eadh day to forget these
incidents that hvrt him, remembering only those that made him feel happy.
It was a ¢hild's decision, but one he was faithfully bof adhere te insofar
as it was humanly possible all the days of his life,

On a day in late spring a cevered wagon stopped at the Watkins
colered
home and aﬂ?tn and his wife came in to ask for ledgingb for the night,

They were on their way back te their home in Fort Scott, Kansas, and
wisked %o stop for a rest, It turned out that they stayed on for seve
eral days, finding the hospitality ef the Watkins home very much te
their liking. They were alsm interested in the little bey, George,

and were not long in discovering his eager hunger and thirst fer new
knowledge. Presently they suggested that he go to Fort Scott with them.
They were unable to give him a home, or te help him finacially, they
said, but they would be glad te give him the #rip with them, md he
would find a geod school at Fert Sceott.

What should he de ¢ It was a2 big decision for a boy so small te
make, but frem the first George wa:s almost certain that he would po.
Fort Scott was a much larger town than Neesho, @snd he would have ne
family or friends there to whom he might go if something terrible shoudd
happen ® him; some immediate need srise, He might net find any work
to do; he might even go hungry until he starved., But he had ne ine
tention of letting that happens he had made his own way here in Neoshe,
and he could de it again in Fert Scett,

The school there, he imagined, would be wonderful, and there would
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be new people te tell him thingsimeny new places teo see, For some time
before the schoel session in Neosho was over, he had felt that there
would be 1little use in his going back to scheel there again; he felb
rather certain that this teacher had &l ready told him about all he

would be able teo tell, And there was semething else to be considered:

The doctor had %told Mrs. Watkins that George might be more étrcng and

healthy in some other climate., He had continued to be very frail, and
still had not started te grow at all; she had been very snxious sboub

the child at times. Perhaps the climate in Fert Scett would be exactly
what he needdd,

ARl in all, i1t seemed best for him to go; George himself was sure
of it., In a vague sort of way it seemoed teo him that it must have all
been planned somehow that he was to have this chunce to go on. Jyust
where he was te ge, or even where he wanted te geo, he was not sure al
2ll, but semewhere farther on.

And so the decision was made, His 1ittle bundle, a Xikkim bit
larger this time, was packed and tiled up again, And agein he said
good-bye te the comfortable security of a home and,—ebedient te an
urgent, inner Command,.set off with twe strangers in a cow red wagen,

westward into the Unknewn.
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FORT SCOTT AND MINNEAPOLIS

Fort Scott lay to the west and north of Neosho a distance
of little more than 75 miles, a mere commuter's journey teday. DBut
to the man and woman and eager little boy making their slew way in the
covered wagon, setting up camp in the open at night, sixty-edd years
age, it was a trip of memorsble magnitude consuming the greater part
of two weeks, The way led through relling co untry,wocedlands, ise=-
lated areas, a few small sebttlements, and fertile farming sectiens,
Little George was entrenwed with it all, drinking in the sights and
sounds of the strange new country with a1l the exci tement of a little
boy geing on his first leng journey coupled with the deeper ex-
citement of finding new foed for his hungry young mind, fresh fuel
forthe fires of his dreams, Writing eof the trip long afterward, he
said, "My chief recellections eof this journey are of the beautiful wild
flowers, the marvelous rocks, and the beautiful birds we saw,"”

Arrived at Fort Scott, the county seat of Bourben county and a
towvn of some importance as a railroad center, George began again his
search for work smd for a place to live, Years later, trying te piece
tegether his fragmentary recollections of the seven years he spent at
Fort Scott, he remarls d, quietly, "1 den't renember many actual ine-
cidents of those days, And you see, a little colered boy living about
in first one place and then another, expecting to be kicked around
and being somewhat surprised when he isn't, doesn't set down data
for future reference,"

By and large his Fort Scott life followed the pattern he had set

for himself duri ng the year st Neoshe. He lived for a part of this

period with a Negro family by the name o PayNe®
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doing work about the house snd yard to esrn his board and ledging, with
additional work for other femillesin town as a e ans of earning the
extras of liveiihood,
The school was good here -- a wlleorganised graded school housed in
& {ive-room freme building, with instruction that was much more sat-
isfying and stimulating than that experienced in the log scheool house
at Neosho, Here sgain he was studying Reading, writing, Spelling,
Arvithmetic, Geography, and Grsmmesy, enjoying them all except Arithme-
ticyf , which was a subject upen which he expended little affectione
axd probably ss 1ittle worke- in Fert Seett or snywhere else, He
was beginning now to draw, however, and to gve to his drawing the
time anl sttention that seme of his teachers might have considered
bett er séent on Arithmetic . He liked to sing, in his qgueer high
falsetto, but in these years he had yet te see his first pisno or orgsn.
Hgny hours during all these years, as at Diamond Grove and Heeshe,
he spent in the ou-of-doors, engressed in discevering and pondering
the mysteries he found all about hims, "I literally slmest lived in
the fields and woods™, he wrote of these years lsasbey/ And the country-
side about Fort Scett, rid in mineral deposits, provided s wealth
of material for his curious mind teo investigate, The Pgyne family,
1ike ¥r, end ¥rs., Watking in Weoshe, were interested in the gerdens
he was slways planting sand tending out in the yard, or in his windows,
or in bexes and various centainers he kept around him in the house,

Hiaplants were slmost like people to him, close and intimate a0=

quaintances teo be thought of constantly and fender cared fer-,?

et
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But he had many human friends ss well, of his own and of the
white race, among drildren of his own age and among his elders also.
Like sny normal child, he enjoyedthe daily play and pranks of his




companions of his own sage, but he liked at times to speni some tim
with elder people, as he had done at Dijamond Gpove and Neoshe; proud
when he o uld do some errand feor them; interested in their comments
snd conversstions, Some of these friends he found in the churches te
which he went on Sundays.

"T loved to go %o chuwrch and often went", he has said of these
days, ™ but the demonination made no difference to me-- a statement
which was true of him net enly in thess dasys efhis d 1ldhood, but $Ereugh
all his ensuing days.

The climate at Fort Secott, slightly elder than that at Neeoshe,
seemed to agree with the bey and he grew much strenger in physical
strength during his seven years there, Byt he still was a small,dwarf-
life creature, showing little appreciable growth of body as the deo-
velopment of his inmer perceptions and apprecistions went at rapid paee,
It would seem that a physical @iffereace of this kind might have set
him apsrt from companions of hisown age, making him sensitive cancerm-
ing his size, shutting him off from the interests and eccupations ef
normal adolesconce, But his rscollsctions deny the existence of any

such actuality.

"My school-mates never seemed to notice sny difference”, he obe

gerves, " I had meny frieds old and young who encoursged me to go on.
I cannot remsmber now the name of any particulsr person who was eof
grestest help to me, but there were thoss, both white and colored,

whe ftook an interest in me and did much to make me feel like otler
children with homes® ...."™ I had no particular sense of calling or
misai-n in those days. I just hungered te know about everything, real
or artificial 3 How did this get to be this way ¢? Why can't I mske

4%t 7 T must learn how".




One hérrible recellection out of the Fort Scebt years was d estined
to lie, like a livid scar, acress his memery ever afterward; The
recollectim of a lynching. Twe house in which he wes living st the
time was near the jail, resr enough that he ssw the crowd come, batter
down the jail deeor, mmd drag swsy the Negro prisener--his hesd scraping
along the rough street until the skull wes broken-- drag him awsy %o
the place where he was killed, This was & happening teo terrible te
be held within the bonds of the & ildish decisien George had mede in
the Neoshe days -~ the decision % forget, as far ss pessible, the in-
cidents that hurt him, remembering only the experiencies of jey. There
was no forgetting thisj; snd years later, when he was sought as 2 lec-
turer in many scheels and citles and celleges, and a cmmbroversy arcse
one day areund the fact of his race, this early horre returned tc hamnt
kim with & swift and nsmeless tsrrer, recalling for a moment in the maw
ture man the agony of fear born years before in the heart of the sen-
sitive boy.

After seven years in Fort Scott George flm lly vislided %o his growe
ing desire to see the Carvers snd Jgmes and Dismond Greve agsin, He
went home for a2 summer vacation, And s small was he in sizbture sven
yet that he beought & half-fare ticket for the trip, enly te learn that
even thet was unnecesssry. For the conductor on the train, when the

ticket was preffered, said in msstonishment, "Why, child, yeu didn't

need te bu¥y = ticket., You are small enough to rids fer nothing®.

It was 2 happy summer at Diamend Crove, George had kept in touch
with the Carvers and Jgmes by eoceasional serrespendence, bul there

was a great joy and satisfaction in actually belng back with them agsain,
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exchafiging experiencics, visiting again the places he bad loved; going
eccoasionally te see the Wytkins Femily &t Neoshe,

At the end of the suvmmer, for come réason leng since fergetten,
George did net return teo Port Scott as he had intended, but went eon
farther nerth snd west to Kinnespolis, a small town in Ottaws oo wmty in
north gentral Kensas, Here he gpent the mxt twe years, serning hkis own
1iving ss befere, end completing his High Schoel werk,

Two majer happenings stand out in sharply etched design sgainst
the bgkegrownd ef these Hinm apelis years. First, 2 major loss, &
letter came one daz from the Tgrvers besing the sorroful news that James
was Jdead, He haéq&%s@vwad fron an atiack of amall poxs For Ceorge
this meent thet ne living reflative, e persen of ble ed kin, was left
him in¥ the world., 7Twe daughters had been bDom to lgry Carver and her
husband, but these had 4ied in infaney, lsaving only the btwo boys,Junes
and Ceovge, And now Jmae3a was gone, and CGeorge was left with no live
ing kin, no Temily tles vhabtever, Ty the sensitive heari of the young
bey there in NMimmespolis, this realisation brought a senase of wnspeake
ables lonslineas frem v ich he was never te bs gquite free,

The ether mejor Minnsapolis experience wug one of much joy, howe
ever, for finally, after all ths yesrs of belng a littl e dwarf, Ceorge
Cerver begsn to grow. And go repldly d4id the long-delayed growth take
place that ,after s little more than two years, he stoed a litile nore
than six feet tell,comewhat stosped, bub~-at long laste-in sctual
physical height, a man. Along with this smasing development in sise,
there came 8lso 2 more normal voloe, high-pitched and of peculier
quality in speosking, but with a clear,treble-like tener Hr singing.

Ag he came nesr the end of his High School work, his desire to go

en to o llege deepened, finally orystallising inte definite pw pose

and plan, His cheloe of & solnge
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fell upen Highland Upniversity, a scheoel owned by the Presbyiterian chusch
and located at the lititle town of Highland, in Deonfphan ecommty np in Bhe
northeastern corner of Kansasy, Hers at Highland, in a acheol owmed and
operatad by a church, end lecatedin g small town whose 13fe centered
arowmmd its eollepe, its several stores, and its four shurches, he exe
pected to find the simple, kindly, religious anvirenment for which his

heart hungeraed,

usual tentative reservations, md throughout the swmer his plans made

strugsle to keep pace with his dreams as he lookad on eheed inte tho

days to come when he should acktually be in Vollece, Hp expected to

study Scisnce, as a matter of course, perticularly these zciences that
dealt with seils and plants. But alongd with hie Science he would study
Painting and ¥ si¢=- the prespvect was almest bresth-teking in 1ts ene
trancing possibilities, snd constently filled his mind with bager N
ticipations as he went sbeut his work during t he summer dsys, endeaver
ing to make the money essential for the trip and for the first few
weeks' requirements, His means of support thersafter was a matier he
would work out after he had resched Highland, at that time s village

of sbout 600 inhabitants, four miles from the nearsst rallreed, Thus
the swamer drew on to its close, and the day finally dawned when George
sarver found himself actus!ly arrived in Highland, his heart and mind

floeded with high hepe, and esonfidsnt, cewagecus dreams.
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HIGHLAND, B7ELER, AND WINTERSET

Ao~

At the time appeinted for registration, George, aleong with &50

other young meng and women who made up the student body of Heghland at
that time, presented himself on thecampus %o complete the matiriculs-
tion requirements -- a tall, extremely slender, eager youth keanly
aware of the high significance of the day. Then fell the incredible
blow: He was refused admissien to Highland University. His wpitten
application had been tentatively accepted, it was tren, but thet was
before his racial heritage was known, The tentative accpeiance was
cancelled nows he was a Negro. He would not be admitted 28 3 student
to Highland University.

Thare 48 of course ne recopd of the days immediately follewing
this sudden stagrering erash of his leng-cherfithed pleans, But an ine-
timation concerning them appeares in the faet that helf s century later
-= when his memory was quite clear concerning incidents happening both
sarlier and later than this Highland experience -=- it teok him some
time bo dig up frem i%s &@ep dburial place in his mifd even the name of
the collage that once had refused to admit him, Seme deep-boected impulse
of pre cm'e,im fm m had wgdmtly gseen it that swh an exveri-

A~ ’f‘*"f\ et P AL .
ence was buried éup/\ Alleng whi a aftevard he once made to 2 student
grow, in a different set of circumstsnces, a suggestion which he him-
821f must have follewed in thos empty hoursin Highland, Ksnsas, im-
medintely after a great #ione, which he seemingly had ne power to re-
move, had been rolled across the path of his hoves and plans and Speams,

"pposesd, "he said to this student group, " from the Ki;om to the

nearest relsted Unlmewn.” The K:own for him in those bleak days was
the fact that his
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@ rofully-plarned purpose of going ® college lay in fragmenta now

about him, leaving him faee to face with the sterk,immediate guestion 3

What shall T do now 7 The nearsst related Unknown ebviously was the
two-fold rpeblem of earning his living and findgng some way, outside
cellege walls, to weslise the urgent, invincible dresm the years had
desp-rostad wibthin him,

The habit efindependence hard-won duringt he years & & Heosho,
Fort Scott, and Minneapelis stoed him in god stend now. With ne funds
gufficient S0 tuke him elasewhere, he was obliged ® stay on in High-
land, in daily proximity te censbtan® reminders of the bitier frustra-
tion of his plans, Turing te fine laundry and houss-and-yard work
22 & meens ef liveliheoed, he set cut to study slene, for imbedded
within the seneitive spirit of this tall,quist-seeming youth, thers
wes semethins thaet was not to be defeated ner denied, even in the face
ef such sheak and dissppointment as had new befallen him, The sbory
of what had happened te him spread about the 1little town, and there
were these, particularly & few church wemen, who saw to it that he had
the werk by which he could at least earn & living. For a part of the
time during his stay in Highiand, he lived alene in towmn. Leter he
wrs employed at the John Beeler homestead, about a mile southsast of
town, for wrious types of work sbout the house snd fem, With F;ank
Baeler, a sen of the family, George became fast friends. Writing
later, in the "Hismhlend Vidette®, Fpenk Beeler give this plcoture of
Georze during his Highlend days 3

" He applied fo admission ®© the University but for some eumse
or other, never very clear to me, he was never accepted. Net dise-

couraged, he went diligently o work with his studies, meanwhile
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deing fine lauwndry work, Imitting, tatting, embreidery, and painting,
vocal and instrumenital music. Exceptionally bright, quite, medest, he
was a generla {avorise ab many soclal fwnetions. Mps. Wilson Baird,
Hirs. Drs Hpmmend, my mother, and others took an interest in the DeYee.
Next lio went to Nees couniy, Kensas, ang filed on a homesteand two
miles seuth of the 1libttle town of Beeler {About 525 miles southwest of
Elghlend) bullt e sed heuse on his elaim, and put in orops. He alse
got 2 job wilth the Gregg-Steeley Lyvest ook ranch & ing house work end
cooking, carrying on in the mesntime bis musie, peinting, shd dudies,
Mr, Stesley was & Tine vieliniss, lr. Oregg a good guitarist, George
organiat, and myself B Tlat cornet, I look baek with a great desl of
satisTactlon to the soncerts we purtled off in the sed houses snd nlac.'
in my stere alter business heirs. Those were the days of real jey", 5
A 1little further lock st the scheel bey pranks played by thess
young men on esch ether, as well as on thelr sod bouse neighbora, is OB
vided by Frank Beeler in his sbory of George snd the roagting emrn epl-
sedes About halfeway between Georg's houss and the little viklage
of Beslor -~ m the story goes -- lived g settler knowm 2: “Cyclone
Hum®, Plowing near the Munn house thers wes s smell eresk, making
ad in this
pesslible a gerden, wxiwhomws garden, #% one time, thers wore vows
of Green corn, a rare sight on thoss drry Xaness soras in these days
of the eighties, George and Fpank kept caraful watsh eon the growing
corn, gaily laying their plans for that day when the sars should be
ripe for roasting., When the time finally cams, asserding %o plan

George waited for a cloudy night, then mads his wey Be the Munn gere

den, transferred the juley corn sars from the stalks o the gwny seok

he had brought aleng for the purpese, and was on his way to the store
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when suddenly there werse shots , and bullets came singing by him,
Frightened slmost out of his semmes, he broke into a run and stopped
only when he feoll exhausted in the door of the Beeler store. But he
still had the gumy saek of corn, and when he had rocovered sufficient
breath, he began the business of ooking the tender esrs eof corn in an
old tin can over a fire built in a shallow hole in the ground. Inside
the store, Frank Beeler managed to eat the roasted ears almost as fast
as Ceorge brought them in, wntll finally poor George found himself with
only three ears of the delectable corn ® pay for all his pillagingl .
T™he painting, musiec, and laundry work mentioned in the Beeler
sketch might have been expected in any comment concerning George Carver
dnring those years, but "Satting, Imitting, u;l;re;dery'-..these seem
not s

strange words to comnect with him, And yet mhkke strange, actually,
for out of his early lessons with Mps. Carver had come the ability net

only to"sew a fine seam™, but also to work out intricage designs in

tatting snd crochet. The "fine sesm” Imowledge had been of practical
value to him all during the years when he looked out for himself, which
naturally had meant not only earing for his bodily wants but seeing %o
his clothing as well,

And as for the tatting, knitting, snd crecheting, throughout his
14ife these were to provide for him a pleasant recreation and hobby.
An inkling of vhat these mey have meant to him is found in a letter he
once wrote to a young artist in regard o the need for freguent re-
laxation from srtistic effortas "Semetimes the very best thing to de
it to work out a dQesign in crochet or tatting, as they require very
high concentration slong that particular line.," He has found his de-
signs in meny places -- dew-wet, freshespun spider webs being a faverite
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source of inspiration, It is not so stramge, after all, te find
George Carver, in his early twenties, in a lonely sed hut on the
plains of Ksnsas, working out intrick&e and beautiful designs in
tatting and crechet, Ag far back as he could remembesr he had looked
upen things about hiim with two incessant guestions in his minds Hew
was this thing made ? 4And can I ever make anything like it ¢ Ngyw,
as a young man, with his two«fold artist-sclientist m ture deepening
and developing, these constant questions spperently were at work even
in his recreation -~ the scientist seeing, observing, comprehending
the design in a new-spun cobwebj; the artist recreating the design in
tatting and crochet,

It is in this tw@-fold role of artist-acientist that we fre-
quently find him out on the plains around his "Dry Claim® near Beeler,
observing the sdil, the vegetation, the rosks, Few ofthe things eof
Nature abeout him escaped his minute attention, But he brought te his
investigations and conclusions, even in khese sarly years, mmething
more than the keen observations and interpretations characteristic of
the msusl so-called "scientific mind®, He brought also the artist's
out-pouring oftenderness and love for the besuty he found in them;
she arbtist's desire to reproduce in semething eof his own creation this
fragile, fleeting beauty, Se we find him painbting in eil, on smoeoth
beards,orpieces of tin, or any useable surfaces-- paiting landscapes,&
at times, but more often the portraits of flowers and plants he came
upen in his tours of investigation ; cactus plants, snd yucca --fl owers
struggling for life against great odds, even as he himsell had done,

There can be little doubt, moreover, that in these lonely, some-
what silent vears that followed close upon the terrible shock of being

denied entrance at Highland, George Carver's intuitive understanding

and grasp of the laws at work in the invisible universe deepened ad
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grew, slong with his growing understanding of the physlcal laws xicwsek
governing his d sible envirenment-- understandings out ef which there
later came his hsbitual ® nsciousness of his own intimate assed ation
with an invisible Creastor in working out m eternal purpese vibrant in
the heart of the universe, It seems probsble, alse, that during those
years follewing the Highland incildent there came to him, in some measure
at least, a sense of the responsibility he must ultimately assume for
helping to secure for his ewn peeple the reality of that emancipation
end freedom which had been preclaimed for them at the end of the Cévil
War.,

Having finally come to the ® nclusien that farming was an gdmos ¢

fnevitable failure on his "Dry Claim®, and probably longing,morsover,

for companiienships and oppertunities not te be found in Be@ler, George
acted on the suggestion #f a friend, so1ld a=% his claim, and made his
way east and north ® the little town of Wintersed, Iowa, a little
sogthwest of Des Meines, It was his intention %e begin a gresn-house
here, but when he had arrived and lecked over the situation, 1t did nos
seem to him thet there was much chance for success at such & venturse
in Winterset, » hs gave up his original idea and found s job as cook
in the Schultz hotel, Later, purchasing 2 small hand laundry, he set
himself wp in business as a laundryman, living alohe in a %tiny cottage
near the edge of town, and baking special cakes for the women of %the
towm as 8 side=line industry~-- again bringing inte practical use the
lessens in coeking and clesning begun with Mrs, Carver at Dismend Grove,
On 2 memorable Suynday night, according to his usual custom he went
into & church for the evening service, Coming in quietly, he bok a
seat nesr the deoor and joined the cengregation in singing the hymns
with that joy and child-like satisfaction he always experienced in
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singings In the cheir the leading soprano, Mps. J 0l lilholland, wife
of @ doctor of the town, heard the high,sweet tenod veice, identified
it with the young masn singing with such evident pleasure from the reay
of the church, and set out sftery the service to find out who he was.
Learning that he was George Carver, and employed at the hotel, Nrs,
Milholland the next day sent her husband, the dector, to the hotel $o
enquide sbout Geerge and to invite him to come andtalk with her.

The outcome was a friendship which lasted wntil the day of lirs,
Hilholland's death in 1935, and one which proved to be of extraordi-
nary significence to the boy. MNrs, Milhelland knew something of sing-
Ing, and wished teo learn to paint, Georgs, self-taught, lmew something

of painting and wanted %o know botber how to sing, So it was that

their agreement wes made g They would exchange leasons, George would
give krse Milholland instrucéion in pailmting, and she would tesch him
%o vecalise. She must havebeen an extraordinarily discerning weman,
for she evidently saw in this boy possibilities eof which he himself
was only half gwere; md net only saw them bubt had the insight snd
devetion te provide the constent stimulus of understending interest
and confident encoursgement that would bring into fuller growth and
fruition these latent capacities, As the acquaintsnce went aleng,
she would have him come at the close of each day to talk with her
and with her husband, telling them what he had done during the day;
commenting on its occurences, It is impossible to measure the value
of such a compenienship to George Carver in those days; impossible to
estimate its significence for all his eom dayse

But there is ample evidence &8 the fact that this friendship was
mutusl in 1ts values not only while Ceorge was in Winterset, but for
many following years. #rs. Milholland herself has made this very
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clesr in & manusoript concerning George Carver, written from her
memoirs several years befere her death, but never published. "His
expsrience in our Iowa town with ne higher school of learning®, she
wrote, " was far from vhat his nature craved. For this reason he
very soen started what might be called a private schoel for himself,
snd the hours for each branch were as rigidly enforced as in schools
where ther sre many students ..... During these days there were many
who grestly enjoyed baing pemiltted to see his o llection of NHature's
stores, and were made to mapvel at the besutiful specimens vhich re=
sulted frem his methed of polishing ... Hisgift for placing upon can-
vas reproductions of Xhm besutiful flowers and plants was & Jjoy not
only to himself but to those who saw in them the perfect likeness to
the study from which they had been taken. This was one of his pastimes
on his Ksnsas claim, we judged from the large mumber of nature studies
he had when he came to Winterset,. These were given later to friends dn
our oW ess o Thile he may have been an enigma to many from his boy-
hood days, he certainly was buch te those vho appreciated smmething of
his pare charscter and sbilities in his first days in our state... Evenm
in those days before collegiate doors had opened te him, one of men's
greatest faculties, the power of observation, had been very well de=-
veloped so that he had a wonderful fund of knowledge. T, 08¢ who ox-

pected little or nothing were astenished at the ready answers which

game to the most complicated questions,and found it a pleasurs to be
in his cempany. He was ever alert to lend from his rescurceful powers
to his friends, snd meny were his scts 6f kindness in the matter of
placing plantsee=semething which énly these whe have learned the seo-
erets of plant life can successfully de. And no effort seemd oo

2

much for him to obtain for & friend a coveted fern or Buld esse
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Other intimate glimpses of George's life during his days in Wintersed
have been given by another woman whe knew and was interested in him
then, " I first met him", writes Mrs. J .M.Rebbins, " in the home of
Dr. Milholland when he was engaged in gilving Mps. Milhollend lessens
in painting. I had known him by sight W fore, for he lived all alone
in a small cottage at the edge of town on the street by which I came
in from the country. 1 frequently weuld see him seated at the table
with the door epen, 1 ceuldyf net help noticing how nicely everything
wa: arranged, just as precise as though he were entertaining company.
Then, 0o, I frequently passed him on the streets carrying very care=
fully an srmfull of fine white shirts which he had Rsundered ( This
was when shirts had te be polished very shiny and stiff )

" Mo second time T met him was in Sunday Schoel in the Hethedist
durch, I was a visiter in the class and I well remember how amused
he was at a remark I made; he made allusion beo it afterward when he
was spending a few days in our home... I had 2 son in his late teens

at home then3 I think he found Carver rambling in the wods in the hill

on
abeve the house and invited him in. Anyway he had a basket mmamm his

arm and said he was lookimg for botanical o ecimens , He was auffering
from a bad case of tonsilitis and I asked him te remain until he was
better as I had a geed reamedy that I used with good resulis, S¢ he re-
mained until he was well, Being a very busy housewife, I left his en=
tertainment to the boy whe seemed to be greatly interested in him, I
remember one conversation they had in particular, He was trying te
get my son ® go with him teo ellege and my son said he was %00 old.
Carver said, "Loek at me", The boy had found a huge petrified tooth

of seme prehisteoric animal, and Cgpver %eld him he would take it and
have it classifed and find out what it wes. when he sent it back he

1e
gaid it was th teoth of a mastodoniit seemed big enough f or & WhO




jaw bens,

"Hew did he leok 7 Tall, angular, and gemewhai stooped, He dressed

plainly, and wss nest and clean, His voice was very peculier, almost

feminine., He was interested most in Bebtany and painting in eil, I
shall never forget the expression of disgust on his face when he saw
the plight Mrs. Milholland had her brushed in. He ¢ould not help exe
elaiming ¢ "0, your brushes | Your brushes | " ?

paing

Mrs. Milholland may not have kept her brushes slean , but she did
gontinue teo prod George daily with the idea of going back te scheol.
"she kept after ma sbout 1t all the time™, he said with a remimiscent
churckle when diseussing it afterward, "She would say, 'New Gecrge,
youtve got to go back te school., You know you ought to be in school,”
And I would snswer, "Yes, but how CAN I ? 1I've just gotten a start
with my laundry here, I still owe § 40 on the laundry equipment I
bought . How CAN Ingo back to schoel 7 "

"Phe idea kept bothering me, though, until it cams to ba an almoss
continual w ice, ding-donging in my mind g "You ought e go back Bo
school; you know you ought te be in schoel." Finally one day in mid-
summer, I suddenly sbtepped in the midst of a piece I was irening, left
my irening beard and went over to the window and steeod looking out fer
a while. Then I suddenly heard my own veice speaking, aloud and with
definite determination: "Well ,I'1l GO back to schoel then,"”

T%ﬁs for George the matterf was settled,and from the decision
made en that sumner afternoon thers was to be no fturning hack. Frem
that timé on he began te plan again feor gsollege, and te find extra ways

of making the money essential for the plan's Yegimming, In the adjoine
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ing ceunty eof Warren there was s school that would reaise ne racial
barrier against hinm == Simpson Cellege, in the town of Indianscla. And
80 1t was To Simpson that his thoughts and plans now turned, his

years of drifting dones




Lucy Cherry Crisp
319 Hardeman Ave,
Hacen, Georgis

COLLEGE YEARS -SIMPSON AND AMES

Simpsen Cellege, an endowed co-educational institutl on organ-
ised under the suspices off the Des Moines Conference of the Methodist
Episcepal Church, had, at the time of George Carver's arrival on its
campus in the fall of 1890, a faculty of 17 and a student body of ap-

proximately 3004 Accerding to the college catalegue feor 1891-1892,

three buildings comprised the entire plant : Cellege Hall, centaining
the chapel, secieby halls, snd recitation rooms ; Science Hall, which
housed the laboratory, museum, study and recitation rooms of the Nermal
Scheol, music reems, and " an elegant Art room immedistely under the
sky-light"; and a Ladfles' Hall , which afforded " good facilities for
sccomeodating young ladies with rooms and besrd™., Men students found
rooms in provate hemesf or in olub groups, sametim s boarding themselves
"n compsnies of twe to six", Tuition fees for the three termsyPal},
Winter, and Spring, were $15, $12, and $10 in the Cellege; slightly less
in the Preparatery School,

Cencerning the tewn of indianela, this cetalogue states "the last
general census gave it 2,400 inhabitants... It has two railroads, is
easy of access... is unusually quiet and pleasant, presenting ® the
students as few uhworthy atitractions and allurements teo vice as any
town in the state.” Three courses -- Philesophical, Scientific, and
Classical == were offered in the College, In additien, there were
Schools eof Music, of Art, of Business; the Normal School; and the
Preparatory Scheoel, The president of the Cellege, Rev. Edmund M.

Holmes, wes alse professer of Moral and Intellectusl Philosephy.
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The shemiesal laboratory is deseribed as containing an abundence ef
spparatus net only for demonstrations befere the class but alse for
"4ndividual werk on the part of the students®, The museum centained
extensive cellections == geolegical, betsnicel, zoolegical, end Mine
ersleogicel -- which were used " net only fer illustrations before the
various classes , but in individusl and original work by the students!
The Art rooms are pictured as ™ large, asiry, and pleasant, furnished
with casts, a large number of colored studies, ebjects fer still life
study, easels, etc,, With a system of steam heating and sky lights
making work possible at all times®, Thers were Yeung Mens! and Young
Women's Christian Asseciations; daily services of workhip in the chapel,;
"The Simpsonisn®, a falr-sized student monthly publication; feur Libt=
erary seocieties; jectures during the year by "nrominent men®, In the
statement of the general purposs of the Cellege, there is this sig-

nificant declaration : " The faculty regared the trewm function of tesch-

1
ing teo be to help the student think, observe, snd investigate for himself,"

This, then, was the cellege te which George Carver came in the
autumn of 1890, teo enrol as a special Art student, m wundergraduate #An
the School of M,sic; and a special student in the Preparatery Schoeel,

I & wa: a congenial and nurturing environment for a youth who for a nuu-
ber of years already had been " thinking, observing,a nd investigating
for himselfs™ who wished to study Art; who loved Musicj and who greate
1y desired to live in an abtmesphere of simple, kindly religious thought
and fesling, |

Gsorpe had been able, following his mid-summer decision to re-

turn to school, te earn enough money to pay the § 40 still due on his

laundry equipment, and teo take care of the essential tuition payments

and fees incident upon his registration at Simpson. When all the
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necessary regquirensnts had been met, he found himselfl with a I lance
of exactly ten cenis. Half of this went for corn meal, the other half
for besf svet, and on this incredily meagre supply of foed he lived
for about a week.

"It teok sbout that long", he afterward remavked, " for people te
know that I wanted and was equipped to do thelr laundry. After the¥y
found that oub, things were much easier,”

"Had his Winterset friends known of the very slender purse he
carried to Indisnela,™ Mrs. Milholland wrote, " his fipst days there
might have been very different. Bubt bescause of his constant resource=-
fulness, his friends did not dream bub that the coellege laundry work,
which had been promised him, would smply provide for all his needs™, s

Fupther infeormetion oncerning his early days at Simpson is given
by Nrse. Weds L,ston, who lived in Indlanola st that time snd was one
of his felleow students in the Art School g " One morning soen after Wr,
Carver's srrival, ¥iss Etta Budd, who was the &rt teacher, came to me
and said, *I have a talented boy whe wants te study Art, He has
asked to saw my shteve wood for his tuitien, and will you find him a
voor: 2 He is a very promising young msn, and we must help him?,

® T found that he had secured permissi on from the president of the
gellege to occupy and eld abandened shack, and se I started out te leok
for him there, When I mapped at the deor, and the young men timidly
epenedit for me, so medest was his demesnor that I scarcely knew hew
to approsch him, Something in his quite manner made it gifficult for
me to state my real errand, but a sudden thought came to me and I
found myself asking if he could do some skebohing for me. I wanted
to paint my flower gerden, snd needed some help with the sketching.
Thisproved to be an entering wedge for our long acquaintance and conkim

tinved friednship. Noticing in one corner of the room an old black

bread pan half filled with corn meal and water, end ang 0l S
#ove on
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which wes a bafler £illed wikh shirts snd coilars he was laundsring
forthe students, I finally ceme arownd to stating my real errand,
gnd t0ld him of an svailasble room he might seeure nesr our home, Later
e moved to this room and was there throughout the year. I frequently
saw him thers, since the people from whom he gecured th room were [{2iends
of mine whom I of'ten vislted,

" He was & constant surprise to me and to all who knew him, He had
a number of interssting collections of geologlieal snd botanlcal speci-
mens , Which he would show and explain to enyone he found to be interest-
ed in such things, He also had many of his own phmEimgsx paintings,

mostly in oil snd all dons from lifes, There was one very fine portrait

of & yucca; he loves especially to psint novel flowers, it seemed., One

dey I found Mp. Carver working on some crochet patiterns he was copying
from 8 magazine, snd, seeing my interest in his lace work, ke brought
out a lsrge box of samples of designs He had found in many places. I
looked st him in smazement and asked, 'Byt what are you going to do with
all those patterns ? Why sll this work 2 ¢
“ ¢+ 7 em going back south to my people later on', he seid, tand I
expect to use all these things in my teaching in the schools of the
south,t "
"He was a popular Doy with the students, his excellent tenor
voice making him mudz sought after as a singer, parylcularly in the
Y M C A, an organization of which hs was an interested and active member,
I s%41)1 have a plcture of four boys who were leasders of the student
Y ¥ C A in our sssction at that times Mp. Carver; a v ite American; a
Chineses snd a Japsneseé. They met at our home during a convention.” 3
Having no sctual femily of his won to whom he migh::E;e usual stu=

dent letters home, George wrote frequently to his 4 ose friends, Dre
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and ¥rs. Milholland, in winterset, In sht spring of his first year

at Simpson we find him writing hem schodl-boy letters telling of his

progress in his studles, easpecially his beloved painting; of his

teacherts favorable comments on his work; of his plansj of his plants

and their cere «- comments interspersed with humourous references to

jokes evidently mubually shared and enjoyed., In Harch, 1891, he writes:
"Dear friends, Dr. and Mrs. Milhollands

I shall try to write you & few liges in answer to yours
of sometime ago., I was very glad %o hesr from you, and had begun

$o think you had forgotien where I was, My health is very ® od ex~-
cept for a very bad cold I contracted yesterday --working in the
studio when there was g draft blowing through, Howewsr, I will
take some quinine tonight and hope to feel bettsr in the morning.

f have trebble the work I had last serm and 1t kseps me very busy,
and I beseech you, Dector, to walt until I come up and I will %ell
you the joke I have on you; it is very good indsed, better than the
key. I am getting along very well with painting, will begin
fiowers soon and then 1 will send the model for yours, I sm paint-
ing independently now and have been for some time, iy teacher

ssid today that in sll her contacts with people she had never met
snyone like {-==) and thet I was going bto excel in flowers, I am
doing & great desl of her fancy designing and when the other pupils
went to arrange the flowers they are papinting , they call on her,
@ d she calls on ( ==~ ) o She farther told me that she had been
watching my arrangemente of flowers in my drawings snd she had
never seen me get them stiff and ungainly, and she 1s not goling %o
let me copy & thing, but make my own designs snd peijt from Naturse,
She paid me two very pleasing compliments today. She is painting =
large panel from one of my orgfinal drawings, it is cactus end the

yucca of the plainas, I have done sll &hn

& Gact“s i ¢
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that is, all that has been done, and she says she fimly believes
ghe @ vid not do shem 2% all %o look X%kw as I have them and she
wants me to finish them for hoP .4
¥ Well, here it i3 merly 11 o'clock Sunday evening of the
next week and your letter not finished, I hiope tc be abls Lo finiah
2% this time, I havs Desn Seying to write ever since I received
your leotter as I was 80 very glad o hear from you, I have been

geite siek since you wrets end had to be sxoused from schocl one

afterncon but I am hottar nowse I get o seolding neuriy every day

from my teschar gbout working so hand, We will heve wacation In
g weok for 2 weosk, I want %o go up to Des koines during thet time.
welting %o vaint or rather get sn 1dea of the Ironse
in Slowers before sending vou the copye«s I heve
very lsrge m vine and sa painting on an original
sign of the ssotus and yucca like my teacher’s only very much larger,
the ganvas 1: 22 by 48 inches.

The people are very kind %o me aere and the abulanis are
wvonderfully goode Thay tock into thelr hesds that I was werking teoo
hard ond had not home comforts enouzh and they clubbad togsther and
bought me thres real nisce chairs and s very nice table, They left
than for me vhile 1 was at school, I have the name unjustly of
havine one §F the brosdest minds In sehool. By teacher told me Ethe
ether dpy thet she 13 30rry she did not find me oub soonsr so she

1 have pianmned differsntly for me, Well, this subject is get-
ting very momotonous and wag before I Begun it but I thoughi you

- ]

live anibes interestd in knowing what they Lthought of me,
lcase don't let anyone see thils letter but the homefolks.
"The Scott Brown end the Helectic are ve ¥y highly recommendsd,

the Eclectiw especially, I don't know anything sbout the former but
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presume it 1s good for the president recommends it. If you are
Ehinking of investing much in orchids I think you will regret it
as they are very hard ¥o raise snd you will meet with fsilure on
evory hand slmosts I will send you the nmmes of two of the cheape
est, they belong to the butterfly femily, they come very highly
recormendsd and are sald to be of easy culture, One is spobtted and
the other is g2 beautiful purple, very fine, this one

and the other 35, You can get them of Wm, H. Maule, 1711 Filbers
ste, Phiiladelphia.

" €11, Dr., you mey expatiate s much as you piease on the key
question, 1 hope you enjoy it and will keep right after your burkey
as you will not when I come up sgain for my joke on you is sof
good that 1% wlll monopolise all the time, Nearly 12 0'd occk.
Plesce excuse mo and write soon®r then you did befors, Ky bast re-

spects to all, T remain your humble servsent of God, I am lesrning

to trust and realise the blessed results from trusting in Him every

daye I am glad to hear of your sd@vancemont spiritually and finsn-

cially, I regard them 2130 as @specisl blessings of CGod,
Sinocerely yours,

George W, Carver

The "key" referred Lo several times here was an Arithmetic "Key" which
George had evidsntly used or tried to use 1in his strugsles with his Mathe
apparently
ematics, and mwidemkiIx the gubject for considerable trasing cn the vart
of the Doctor. Again in April, 1891, George writesz to the Milhollandss
*Or. and Kpse Milholland, dear Friesndsg
Since you wrote me rave been to Des Moines snd beck agein,
1% was very muddy, but I had a nice ¥ me, I weas to sse your sis-

ter, Mrs. Maley, and took dinner with her, I intended %o have

gene and seen her the next day but could not get my business

clog




d osed soon enough. She was very anxious to have me tell yvou what
I thought of her sick boy. T reaily think it is a2 severe throst
trouble and not his lungs and with the proper care of himself I
think he will get well, When about his age I was in slmost kgi-
actly the geme gondition if not worse with my throat which vesulted
in the logs of my voice pparbially, for & number of years., T thank
you very rmuch for the seed,part of them ave up, I lost 2ll of my
foliages during ths holiday wacation by pubting them 4n a cellar
that was too damp for them, My roses arve gust beginning to grow
againe I want to try to root on® of esch for you if I cans I am
getting slong with my painting quite nicely, nsve not yet finished
that very large plece I was working on when I last wrote you, My
teacher send her b & respects to yeu snd also send repested invie
tationa for you to come down.

"I am taking better cars of myself than I have, I reslise that
God has a great work for me %o do and comsequendly I must be very
careful of my health, TYou will doubtless be sprprised ko leasrn

{Pianod

thet I am taking both vocsl and Instrunental musiep&his term oI
don't have to pay any dirsct momey for my musie, but pay for it
in pain®%ings, They heard me sing several tizes and then they gave
me no rsess until I took ik, or rather consented to, they are very
kind and take espscial pains with me; I can sipg wp to high D
and Bhree ostaves below, and I have hed only one lesson, He told
some ol is students that he thought he could develop some wondeap =
ful %hings out of my voice, or words to that effect.

I hope your orchids are doing well, I saw some of thet w rieby
in bloom whike in Des Hoines, they are very pretdy indeed. I wish

you would send me & bulb of that oxalis lire we got from liss

Siders last fall, You can put it in & tiny box and send it by mail;
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I lost mine, I have two double fringed petunias(slips) I think
they are both growing, if you haven't any I will send you one.
You can't imagine how much good the reading of your lebter did me,
and tell the Doctor that I enjoy his preaching very much and that
I will finish Arithmetic this time key or no key, I would like
to come up a day or so before I go to Ames snd then you could see
and copy some of the flower work as I would bring some with me.
Mrs. Maley wantsf o be htere too if she can should I come.

"I am glad the outlook for the upbuilding of the Kingdom of
Christ is soo good. We are having a great revival here, 40 seek-

ing last night and 25 rese for prayers at the 8dese of the service.

I did not go tonight, My best regards to all and to your nephew

also as I suppose he is there now. Shall be glad %o hear from you

soon .
Geo, W. Carver "

The statement in the April letter, " I realise that Uod has
a great work for me to do", was not an idly made remsrk but a declara=
tion of a deepening conviction. UGeorge md come to college with the
desire to make painting his major field of study. He wanted to be an
artist -« %o paint the plants and flowers and things of Ngture he had
come to know with such intimate and abiding affection , But with the
broadened horizons of knowledge and understanding that were mtural
outcomes of his college experiencies, he came more and more to feel
a sers ¢ of responsibility to his own race, His ewn experience had
shown him something of the bonds by which his people still were en
slaved; something of the tremendous difficulties to be met in trange
forming such bonds into the rights and responsibilities of freew

born men. Hgs increasing knowledge of History, as well as of human
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nature, coupled with his inteiligence and plain common sense, seamed
to indicate that the most promising way out of bondage into freedon
for his om people~-- most of whom lived and would live for years to
come in the sgricultural south -- lay in :; ineressingkgxkakiexr knowledge
and practise of better methods in the whole field of farming.
By this time he was also somewhat aware of his own peculiar gifts

of discernment in the s -called mysteries of soils and plants-- those

mysteries with which iculture is eternally concerned, And gradually,
the simple but #ﬁliggious faith’which more and more permeated all
L e

his thought snd feeling,eaught up together the two NNEELE! elements 8F

his knowledge of the needs of his own people and his intimations CON=
cerning himself, fusing &haﬁ into an inescapeable conviction,

He wanted to be an arfist. But if, by becoming a scientist, dis-
covering and teaching more scientific and productive methods of sgri-
ehlture, he could be of more help to his owmn race than by becoming an
artist, then he must study Seience, Thus, having come to his decision,
he began %o shape hisg college courses %o sccord with i, md to major
in Chemistry,

It was not an easy decision, Dr. Holmes, them president of Simp-
son, has gald that when George told him of his determination not to
continue in Art as his major field, he spoke of having put away his
paints and brushes, adding, with indeseribesble pathos, "I couldn'g do
anything alselg;_a‘s day". " It was Impossible for him to keep his
paints sndbrushes locked up in disuse, of course. The urge in him %o
paint was too fundamental and too strong. Nut the main cdneclusion
held; the main sail was set, snd its course lay now toward Sgience
rather than toward Art. But it was then, and has always been for George

We Carver, the Science not only of a seientist but of sn artist-- and

of




of an srtist, moreover, who rirst GE all was a man of simple dut proe
- % -
found religious insights and

In pite of his difficulties with Arithmetic, jokingly referred %o
in his letters to the Nilhollands, Ceorg was rated by his teachers at

Simpson as " an excellent student, with perseverance, clear Insight,
5
and smaging patience®, In ﬁs contacts with hiefellow students, it

2otwed |

appears that he lgqua.s ly fedaitebe, Frank Cpswford, one of his friends

among the student group, has told of long walks he used to take with
Carver on Sunday afternoons, and of other extended conversations they
would have in Ceorge's room vhile the laundry work went on. Mr., Craw-
ford asserts that he never knew a men so intimately acquainted with
Hature as this boy, nor one who was a hetbter ® nversstionalist on ale
most any subject in which he was interssted-- and these were many end
various,. e

These days at Indianola were undoubtedly happy ones for George,
filled with fwmn and friendships as well as with hard and constant work
snd fascinating study, snd with ever unfolding vistas of thought and
imagination, ZXet the time ceme when he reslised that in some otle r
school he might find courses of study more definitely suited now to
his needs in /gricultural Science than were those offered at Simpsone.
Consulting with his frienl s and teachers, he began to think of going
on to Iowa Agricultural College at jmes, Iowa(Now Iowa State Colle ge)
--hende his reference to "going to Ames® in his April letter to the
Hilhollands, JAmes was north of indiancla a distance of about 50
miles,and the Agricultursl Collegs there, a state-pupported school, To
liss Budd, his Art teacher, probably belongs much oredit for CGeorge's
cholce of Ames, for her father was at that time professor of Hortie

gulture on the asgricultural faculty there, and thus she was familiar
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with the specidi facilities and opportunities for scientific study mwx

gvailable for a student of George's abilities and interests.

"I will take him to Ames to my father", Mrs. Liston quotes Miss
7

Budd as saying. "Carver will fit in beautifully there®,

This she did,and thus we find George W. Carver registered as a stu-
dent at Ames in September, 1891, although he was still registered as a
specisl student in Art at Simpson both in 1891 and 1892, Among others
on the agricultural faculty at Ames at that time there were certain
professors who Xmumk became intimately interested in George and gave mm@
evidence of théir interest in most practical and helpful ways: Prof,
Budd, beforementioned; L.H,Pammell, professor of Botany; James Wilson,
professor of Agriculture and H.C.Wallace, assistant professor of Agri-
cultre, both of whom later served as United States Secretary of Agri-
a1 lture,

¥ Miss Etta Budd interested herself in the boy because of his are
tietic sbility,"wrote Prof. Pagmmell, commenting on George's arrival at
Ames, She came to me one morningband asked if I could give lir, Carver
gome employment, I told her the only job I had was a janibor's job, but
I would be glad to give this to him, which I did, The next thing was
to find & rooming place for him, for rooms were hard to get at Ames
then. I allowed Mr. Carver to use my office downstairs on the first
floor of old North Hall, now demolished, and I moved back to the second
floor. MBr. Carver had this room during the entire time he was connected
with the collage,™ .

Professor Budd placed him in charge of the green houses, and ine
structed him to go b0 the comissary department to arrange for his ade
mission into the boarding hall, Herd the discoursging problem of racial

diserimination arose to confront him again. "No colored boy comes into
this colllege,” he was told. "You cannot eat with the white boya". 9
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Writing his friend, Mrs, Liston, of the matter, George asked her
advice as to what to do, There seemed to be feeling ageints him because
of his color, he said, yet he greatly desired to stay on in school here
at Ames, What should he do ¢

Receiving his letter, Mrs. Lisbon lost no time in putting on her
best hat and dress snd taking a train for Ames, There she found kiss
Budd and told her what had happened,

"Stand by him", Miss Budd is quoted as saying., "My father is

going to keep him where he is." |
And stand by him Mrs. Liston did. &She had dimner with h:i;inx

head carpenter's wife( a graduate of an eastern college) in
the basement room where Ceorge was having his meals with the hired
hands, Afterwards she walked with him on the campus, staying until
evening,

®"mhe following day", he reported to her later, “"everything was
different, ™e i¢ce was broken, and from that time on, things went very
much esasier,” i

At Ames, as at Simpson, it was of course necessary for CGeorge to
provide his own means of livelihcood, snd here again he found original
and wvnique ways of meeting this continuvous need, To the janibtor's job
and the supervision of the green houses he added the work of masseur
for the eollege football teams, gaining experience thereby which was
to be of value to him later when he began his experiments in the use
of massage in the treatment of limbs wasted adn dwarfed by disease,
And now and then, when specisl need arose, he sometimes made and sold
"lye hominy®, a food made of kernels of corn and by many considered
quite deligious.,

The suspiclons and entagonisms arising out of prejudice against
his color, which had made his first days at Ames discouraging and

j continuous
difficult, could not for long stand in the presence of his kindly,




humourous, somewhat childe-like spirit; his unassuming endeavors to do
his work well; his obvious endowment of distinetive and unique abili-
ties., It i=s no doubt true that for many of his fellow students he
remained an oddity and a curiosity. No other Negro student was at
Ames at that time; and for many of the students, coming as they did
from communities with small, if any, per centage of ® lored people in
their populations, oven the sight of a Negro was & rare experience,

In spite of this fact, however, George foun%ai:§:s’rriands among both
students and faculty, and entered into the extra-curricular affairgdsof
gstudent 1ife on the campiis with zest and keen enjoyment,

In the college cadet corps he attained the rank of second lieu-
tenant, and later of cadet captaln, and was with the battalion accome
panying Governor Boise to the World's Fair in Chicsgo in 189 - . (When
jokingly brought to task later by his friends sbout having once been
such a military man, he was accustomed to reply, rather sheepishly,

that he liked the uniforms and the musiec | ) In the ¥ MC A here, as

at Simpson, he found ® ngenial compenions and interests, becoming pres-
s

q Y ) ®i 4
ident of a Prayer and Mission group which was one of many !ﬁsuﬁni;TWNu?i

on many campuses scross the country linked together in the Student
Volunteer lovement, & vital force in the religious life of American
campuses for many student generations. A small group of these students
;::x accustomad to meet regularly as a reading snd prayer group in

the office of Professor Wilson., Concerning the work of thdls groupf

end of Ueorge in particular, Professor Wilson hes written: "A great
work was accomplised at Ames during those years, and now that Xim
gollege is famous for the firm stand taken by its students along
Christian lines, Carver and I would sit downy and plan how to get

boys who were Christians %0 go to the depot o meet new students,
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gome up with them, help them get registered and find rooms,and yall

that would establish acquaintance with them end enable young men of
Christisn leanings to get them into the prayer meetings. Along these
lines Gaorge Carver was my grestest help “? I¢ 3is not surprising,iEmkie
then, to find that for two summers Gecrze was gent as a delegate from
Ames to the swmmer ® nference of the student Y ¥ C A held annually at
Lake Geneva in Wisconsine.

In addition to these various sctivitles he carried on along with
his studfies and work, George yet found time for his habitual long ex-
cursions of investigation sbout the countryside, and for guiet come
mrmion with his silent friends of the woods and flelds., On some of
these Wwalks he had with him friends and acquainbtances, sharing with
them his stores of information, whetting their curiosity concerning
the mysteries at hand, sometimes even succesding in sending them oud
on discovery jaunts of their own. A small boy named Henry sametimes
sccompenied him, the son of Ppofessor Wallace == a small boy who
later, as United States Secretary of Agriculture, gpsaking to & group
of scientists and educators at the Waldorf -Astoria hotel on Feb.23,
1939, decalred; " When I was a boy, George Carver introduced me to the
mysteries of botany and plant fertilisation., Later on I was to have
an intimate scquaintance with plants myself, because 1 spemnt a good
many yoars breeding corn. Perhaps this was partly because this scientist
who belonged to another race had deepedned my appreciation of plants
in 2 way T could never gorget.”

In the meantime, Carver was deepening his own und erstanding and
sppr ‘¢clation of plants constantly, He still slways had a garden of his
own, and in 1%, smong other things at this time, there wers various
varieties of Amaryllis with which he was carrying on experiments in

cross-breeding " 4, partial fulfilment of the requirements of his
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® My dear Fplandss

I was indeed mors than pleased to hear from youshad you
not written you would hava received a letter from me soon as I
intended writing .... I sm glad to know that you are all well and
that the Lord 1s blessing youn so msparingly ... The Lgrd is won-
derfully blessing me and has for %hese many years, I cannot begin
to tell you all. I presume you know that 1 had some paintings at

the Cedar Rapids Art Exhibit, was there myself, and had some

work selected snd sent %o the World's Fpir, and was also sent %o

Geneva twice to the Y M ¢ A Summer conference as a representative
from our college.

"And the many good things the Lord has entrusted to my care
are too numerous %o mention here, The last but not least I have
been slected assistant Station Botanist, I intend to tske & post
graduste covrse here, which will take two years, one year of rea-
idence work and one of non-residence work. I hope to do my none
residence woark next year and in the meantime take a course at
the Chicago Academy of Arts and the Moody Bible Ipstitute. I am
saving all the permies I can for that purpose and am praying a
great deal. I belleve more and more in prayer all the time,

" I thank you for your kind invitation to visié youjnothing
would give me greater pleasure and I will do so if I can but I
will have to cancel some other contempla ed visits, There are so
many that are so determined that I shall make them a visit this
winter. But I think T will get to ses you as I have mush to tell
you and ask your advice abouk.

" I have been to a reception nearly every night last week
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work for his méster?s degree., The subject for his thesis wes 'The Ime
7
provemen% of Planks by Hen”. These experiemnts with cross-breeding

Amaryllis have goné on continuously ever since these days at smes ,
having developed into a life-long plece of study and experimentation,
Symbolic of his love of plunts, even in his studentd days, “arver wore
alweys in his coat lapel a flower or leaf or sprig of - me kind of plant,
a2 heblit which csmintgﬁgg saxakningxet & beloved symbol Ho =xXX his
friends auysrywkaxsx and scquaintsnces.

During vacations, especially at G, ristmas, he went to visit friends
in Indianocla and Winterset, "His sbilities were equel toc slmost any
oscasion, " writee Mrs, Milholland. "Once vhen he was with us at Cprist-
mas time, we asked him to be master of ceremoniss in the arranging of
presents, and in the morning the grotesque figure in our dining room,
with the gifts artistiocally arranged, afforded a time of much merriment.
His power of adaptability was a great factor in the making of friends.
Mr., Carver was with us over the Sabbath once when thej president of
Simpson College preached at the Methodist churck, and through the happy
greeting exchanged by presaident and student, one'cgild readlly recog=
niss the warm friendship existing between them,

Of his work ss a % udent, Professor Pammell said, "He was the most
wonderful collesctor I evem heve known, much interested in collecting
funpl, among other things" .12 The most significant testimony to the
estimate placed by his Beachers upon his work, howsver, lies in the
fact that when he recsived his B,S, degree on November 14,1894, he had
already been offered a place on the Agricultural ataff at Ames as
Station Botanist, In a letter to the Milhollands, dated October 15,

1894, George writess
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end the cards are out for part of this week, one given by the XX
president of the college snd several dovntown that are not cone
nected with the instibtution, I don't pretend to go to all of them ...
"mclosed please find catalogue and classification Bf our
#ission library which has been secured snd paid for this yesar, Our
band two years ago was orgenised as s resding circle with 3 meme
bers 1naluﬂéng myself. We now have a membership of about 20 with

2 volunteers . God bless you.

George W. Capver ¥

Mrs. Liston went up to Ames from Indisnola to see him raceive
his degres of Bachelor of Science, In November, 1894, She fowdd a sit-
uation very different from the one she had dissovered on her first visit
to him there, He came to the train to meet her wesring a fawn-colored
suit, with new hat, gloves, and & ces == an outfit which was a gradua=-
tion gift from s number of his student friends, Mrs, Liston had brought
a bouguet of red carnations, the class flower; another bouguet came frmm
his Art class; and still another from three girls who were former fellow
students in the Art School at Simpson, e was very happy", Hrs. Liston
writes, " snd very proud of his new suit", During the exercises he
read the clsss poem which he himself had written. Afterwards he took

Mirs. Liston tc dinner, not in the basement this time, but in the student

dining room, where they sat & a professor's table, with &t he young Bgche
9

elor of Science pouring tea.
Two years later, on November 10, 1896, George W. Carver was granbed
the degres of Master of Science, the first of 1ts kind ever awarded a

student at Ames., He had not carried out his idea of spending one of his

P e T
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graduate years in Chimego, sbudying at the Art Institule and a¥t Moody

Bible school, but had stayed on at Ames, bteaching end carrying on his
independant research work snd painting, while fulfiliing the requirem
ments for his master's degres,

Although he had been assured the continustion of his plsce on the
college faculty, he was somewhat o neerned as to vhat he shouid do when
he hed completed his work for the new desgree, An offer came %o him o
take a position with a2 florist. Fis reply was brief, and couched in the
erisp, emphatic terms which came to be chracteristic of his replies to
gueriss or comments he considered somevhat ridieulous. " I told them”,
he said, " that I hadn't gotten my educetion to learn to arrange flowers
for the dead", Wo, not for the dead; it was the living for whom he was
goncaerned, There was now in his heart & great longing to return to the
south, bo work among hisown people whe had once besean slaves but were
now trying to becoms in reality free men, It was for this that he had
prspared himself == How would Bhe chence come %

In the spring of his last year of graduste study, it did come,
In 1881, by = legislative Ack carrying a small annuel appropriation for
mainiensnce, a Nermel Sghool for eolorsd beachers had come into being
in the village of Tuskeegee, Alsbama, with Booker T. Washington, wito had
been born a slave, as is Founder and first Ppincipai, Ths school under
his inspired leadership hed grown incredibly in its fifteen years of
life, and now D,. Washirgton needed & wellesguipped man to become head
of & department of Agriculiture, one of the most important divisions of
the school's total preogram., In his search for such a2 man, his atbention

weg directed to George Carver, a gradusite student at Ames, a young man
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recommended as highly qualified for the place by his Beachers, Pro =

fessors Wilson, Wallace, and Psmmell, S0 1t was that in April, 18908,

correspondence destined o be of lasting significance began between
Dr. Washiggton and yowmg Cgrver, The replies of the lebter to Dr.

Washington's letters give the gist of the story i

Isgwa Agricultural Collage
Deplirtment of Bpbany
Anes, ITowa

Offics of Bobanist

L.H.Pammel, professor Gsorge W, Carver,
Station Assistant
Ce.BJWoaver Robert Combs,
Huua Sirrine Assistants Collection in Cuba
in
Collecting

April 12, 1896

Pres. Booker T, Washington
Tuskeegee Institute, Alabama

My dear Hr, Washingtons

Yoors of April 1 just received, and after a careful consideration
of its contents, I now venture a reply., It is certainly very kind
of you to take the interest you have in me,

Of course it has always been the great ideal of my life to be
of the greatest good to the greatest number of 'my peoplet posaible,
and %o this end 1 have been preparing myself for these many years,
feeling as I do that this 1line of education is the key to umloock
the golden door of freedom to our people,

Please send me catalogues and any other daba you may have with
reference to your Institutlon, so I my get some idea of the present
sgope of yowr work and ibs possible and probable expansion, I should
eonsider it a great privilege %o have an interview with you, but cane
not say if I will be in the West or NO «ess

I am so glad you met our dear Brother N rshall., I dearly love
him, Should I not agccept the position above mentioned I will be
here at the college all sumer except when my occupation c¢alls me
away. At the next writing I hope %o give you a more definite answer,




May the Lord bless and prosper your work,

Geo. W. Carver "

April 21, 1896

" v ours of the 17th inst. received and the contents care-
fully noted., T hasten to reply because I must decide very soon
whether I am to stay here, or go somewhere else in the south, or
come Lo you.

1 am very much pleased with the spirlt of youwr letter, and
assure you if I come money will not be the sole cbject, only
8020Nd8YY seeee I Ex¥m already have a position heve as you will
see by the letter head, and one of the professors told me boday
they would raise my wages here if I would staye. But I expect, as
I have already sitated, to go to my people and I have been looking
for some time at Tuskeegee with favor, So the firenciasl festure is
at present satisfactory . I shall be pleased %o do all I ean %o
eooperate with you in the brosdening of the work and mkeing it far-
reachking in extent,

Fnclosed please find the four years' course of Agriculiure
from vhich T graduated in 1894, I had specisl training in the ones
T have ma rked aside from the regular course, I would iike to know
if your course in Agriolture will be something of ¢hia kind, and
what T will be expected to teach, I have been for several years
making lerge ollections slong economic lines and should I come %o
you I will bring my collections and cabinets with me for use.

When would it be necessary for me 0 come ? I will finish my
post graduate work this fell. If the course of study 1s not some~
thing ouk of my renge, I will sccept the offer, I shall await en
gnswer with a considerable degree of anxiety as I must decids soon,
Mgy GOd bless you and your worke.

Sincerely yours, Gevs W o Carver

W o ...e It affords me great pieasurs o be identified as one of the
Paculty of Tuskeegee.... iy post graduate work.has been arranged %o
run through the college year which cloges in N vember....However,
if vitally important, T can arrange to come tohyou at your opening
or shortly aftereiscess

Geo. W. Carver v




June 21,1896

sesese I have arranged to meet you at Waterloo on July 3rd and will
be there Prévidsnce permitting. Two of my professors will endesvor

to meet you at Spirit Laske., Ppofessors Wilson and Wallace hope you
can see them there ceeees "

September 12,1896

ssnss Yours of 8 few days ago awalted me upon my return and should
nothing peevent, I will leave here ghout October 7th, sooner if I
can arrange to do 30.
Very respecifully yours,

Geo. Ws Carver

Thua, for George Carver , the chance M long M sought had

cone, and coming, had found him ready -- well-equipped, eager, filled

with buoysnt confidence and faith. He would begin hils work at Tuss

keagee, Alsbama, in October, 1806,
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Lusy Cherry Crisp
312 Hardeman Ave,
Hacon, Georgia

TUSKEEGEE ORIGINS

During the years when George Carver -= on the lonely plains
of Kansas; in a small towmn in Iowa; and on college ﬁampusas at Indiancla
and Ames -- dreamad of the day when he should reburn $o the south and
worked o prepare himself for it, certaln potent factorg, facts, and
circumstances, in those strange ways indlcative of an invisible Pgttexn
and Design , were bringing into bsing the environment essential for
his drean's eventual fulfilment,

*In the Spring of the year 1881 --just o ter the 4 cse of
that poriod of some achievments snd many tregic blunders known as Lhe
Reconstruction -- four feebors were effectively united for the first
time in the lower south in an educational movement Lo nelp the Negro.
The se four--all of vital imporiance -- were the Hegroes themselves; khe
gouthern whits peopley the government; #nd nertnern philsnthropys Sub~

stantial elements in all these groups wanted to advancef the cesuse

of Negro education, agd sgually important, ey agreed on the main

lines of a poliey.” Thus spoke the Reverend inson Phelps Stokes
in an historical sddress on the oceasion of Founders! Dagy at Tuskeegee
Institute, in April, 1931,

"he negroes were represented by Lewis Adams, a former slave of
Tuskeogee, lHe was kighly regarded by 2ll the best elements in the
communityd and it was ke whe first urged the esteblishment of s normal
school for nis rece in the town., Hs had never had 2 day's formsl
schooling, but he could read end write, snd kad learned in slavery to

be & tinsmith,
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% T™e government of Alabama was ropressnted by two members of the
Stats Legislature from Mgeon county -- W.P.Foaber, in the Senalte, and
Arthur L. Brooks in the House -- who secured the psssage of an Act
establighing the school, the bill being passed by the Hpuse in Deceome
ber, 1880, and by the Senate in February, 1881. It proposed '$o
establish s Normal school for colpred teachers at Tuskeegse and %o
eontribute § 2,000 a year for this purpOSE sses

"Moo white nitizens of the south--descendents of the old-time
slave~holding aristocrascy -- were represenied by Geo. W. Campbell, a
merchant and banker of Tuskeegee..,.

" T™he philsnthropy of the North~-dseply inberesied in the edue
eation of the freed Wegroes-- was represented by Samusl Chapman Arme
gtrong, a former CGeneral in the Union army. He was born of pionser
Now England stock in the Hawailean Islands, whers he had seen the vslue
1f industrial training, snd wes educated gt Williams College, During
the Civil War, 28 commander of Negro Sroops, he had become specially

intsrested in the Negro, and abt its close #s8 supsrintendant of the

Freedman's Bureau of the Ninth District of Virginia, and with the zid

of the American Missionary Association, he had opened up in 1868...2
school st Fempton for the moral snd industrial Sresining of Hegro
voulth. This was formelly incorporaced as the Hampbon Normal and Ip=~
dustriazl Institute undar a chavier of the General Asssmbly of Virginia
In 1870 eies

" Such were the four 'conspirators' , representing four dif-
ferent groups,in one of the most pregnart movenmsnts in sducabional
history, They were all at one in believing the Negro pecple of
Alebame
fomeimx -~ only 16 years out of slavery -- needed education, and that

educating
the problem of properly xmxkxiwixg the former slaves of the State,




Crisp p=62

who at the time of Emancipation numbered 435, 132 , or about onew
third of the total population, could only be met by training Hegro
teachers,

"Mhe state had passed through troubled waters as s result of the
aftermath of the Civil War, but during the previous decade there had
been substantial pProgresse.s.s. public education was beginning do be
in the air,a nd although the white population was reseiving the greater
share of attention, the Hegroes were not entirely overlooked. In the
year 1820, just prior to the fowmding of Tuskeegee Institute, 72,007
of them averaging 50,184 dsily, wers in public schools, albelt the
averaze school term was only 67 days and the total appropriation for
all publiec schools in the state both white and colored was only
$397, 465 see. It was under these conditions that the Legislature
passed the Act ' to establish a lormal School for col ored teachers at
Tuskeeges ' " « An Aot vhichn provided also for an annual appropriae-
tion of § 2,000 for the maintenance and support of the Sechool, and
for a board of three commisd oners who should have the "directiom,
control, and supervision"of the School. "

"It is specially interesting to note that this Board named by the
State of Alsbams wnder its new constitution, 1875, and after the

elose of the Reconstrustion period, included a Negro--Lewls Adamse-as

well as two white men... m:us provision was made for that happy coop-

eration between the races in the final determination of all policies
which hes always marked the Institutec....”

"Me stage was now set for the first attempt on the part of the
State government in Alsbams, or in any one of the Gulf states, to
tackle seriously the problem of Negro education through the training
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of teachers. A cooperstive spirit on the part of the four groups was

assured, but nothing eould be done without a leader. In the provie 28

dence of Cod the leader appesred in the person of Booker Washington ..%..
This man, Booker T, Washington, had graduated at Hampton Ine

stitute in 1875; taught school end Sundasy School in his former home

tom of Hglden, West Virginiasj studied for a winter at Woyland Semi-

nary in Washington; and had returned to Hgmpton as 2 member of the

staff, in charge of Indien students and director of the newlyeestablished

night schoole Born & slave near Lynchburg, Virginia, he had known

in the childhood ﬂ;e hard privations of utter poverty; head begun his

own education in a Blueback speller®; had gone to school at night after

long days of work in the salt md cosl mines; and had made his omn

way through Hampton Institute, resolwd--as he later declared-- to lbdt

no obstacle prevent him from putting forth the highoskaerfart to

fit himself to sccomplish the most good in the world.

In the vivid, moving story of his life, "Up from Slavery", Booker

T.Washington has left a stirring narrative of the circwmstances sure
round ing his appointment as head of the new school at Tuskeegee, and
of the inecredible difficulties met and overcome in the founding of
the school g

"In May, 18681, near the close of my first year in teaching the
night school, in & way I had not dared expect, the opportunity opened
for me to begin my life work. On® night in the chapel, after the
usual chapel exercises were over, General Armstrong referred to the
fact that he had received a letter from some gentlemen Iin Alabama
askinzg h'm to reconmend saneons to take charge of vhat was to be a
normmal school for the colored people in the little tom of Tuskeegee

in t hat State, T se gentlemen seemed to take it Tor granted that
no colored man suitabls for%y the position
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eould be secured, and they were expecting the Usneral to recommend =
whites man for the place, The next day the Ggneral sent for me to come
to his office, and much to my surprise, asked me if I thought I could
£111 the position in Alabema, I told him that I would be willing o
trye. Accordingly he wrote to the people who had applied to him {hat
he did not know of any white man to suggest, but if they would be wille
ing to take a colored man, he had one he could recomnmendessss

"Some time afterward, one Sunday evening during the chapel exe-
ercises, a messenger came in and handed the General a telegrem. At
the end of the exercises he read the telegram to the school. In sub-
stance, these were its words : 'Booker T, Washington will suit us.Send
him ot once' ,There was & great desl of joy expressed anong the stue-
dents and teachers.....mnd I began to get ready at once to go %o
Tuskeages," .

Arriving at Tuskeegee in June, 1881, the young Prineipal, then
25v years of age, found no buildings, no spparatus, but “hundreds of
hwngry, easrnest souls who wanted to secure knowledge". He spent a
month traveling through Alsbama, studying the conditions among the
people whom the school wa to serve, advertising the new school, and
making arrangements for its opening. Whatt he sa during the month
left him “"with a very heavy heart™, md served to strengthen his coe
vistion that something more was needed than an imitation of "New

England education as it then existed", "Mere book education®, a few

hours at the time, would not do for the children in the homes he had
geen —-- of this he was quite certain, . And it was out of this con-
viction, coupled with his knowledge of the theory and practise of
Industrial education as csrried on at Hampton wnder CGenersl Arm-

stréngts direction, that the sturdy foundations of the Tuskeegee
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3EE-Br 1dea of the e aning of education were hewn -- foundations,

eventually, for one of the most d gnificant and distinctive cone
tributions yet made to American education.

On July 4, 1881, with 30 students and Washington as teacher, the
school was opened in an oldf ¢hurch and a tumble-down shanty beside
its ATter gix woeeks Miss 0livia Davidson, a graduate of Hympton and
Framinghem, came to the school as co-teacher and co-consultaent with
the Principal in ell matters coneerning the future as well as the im-
mediate needs of the school., In & letter to his friends at Hampton,
the earnest young Prineipal dessribes his school, his immediate plans,
fareresching ideals, his gratitude for various encouragementag

"I opened school last week., At present I have over forty stue
dents, anxious and earnest young men end women. I expect guite ang
increase in September and Ogctober, The school is tawght at pregent in
cne of the colored churches, which they kindly let us have for that
pw pose, This building is not very well suited to sechool purposes,
and we hope to be able to move to a more commodieusm place in a shors
time, The place referred to is on a besutiful and cmveniently lo=-
cated farm of 100 acres, which we have contracted to buy for § 500,
The state pays for tuition, The farm I hope to pay for by my own
exertions and the help of others hers, As a rule, the coclored people
of the South are not and will not be able for years to board their
ch1ldren in school at ten or twelve dollars per month, hence my obe
ject is, as soon as ppesible, to get the school on a labor basis,so
that earnest students can help themselves and at the same time learn
the tru dignity of lasbor, in institution for the education of colored
youths can be but a paryisl success without a bosrding department, In
it they can be taught those correct habits which they faill to get at




home Wikhout this part of the training they go out into the world
with mtrained intellects and thelr morals and hodies neglecied,

After the land is paid for, we hope te get & Dboarding department on

foot as soon as possible,

"the wpod will manifested towards the school by both vhite and
colorsd 18 a great encouragement to me %o push the work forward. I
have had meny kind words of encouragemsmt fromthe vhites, snd have
been well treated by them in every way. Twe Trustees seem to be ex-
eeptional men, Whether I have met the colored people in their churches,
socleties, or homes, I have receiw d their hearty cocperation and
a2 'Cod bless vout, *

Despite these wvarious encouragements, there were many staggering
difficulties to be m» & and solved in the launching of such an adventure,
not the least of which was the fact that Washington's idea of induse
trial edum tion was received with extreme disfavor and deep distrust
by meny of his own race who wanted mersly "book =learning®, "associ=
ating ordinsry manusl lsbor with t he dsgradation of slavery®, T is,
however, was a discouragement which ,like many others, was evantually
dispelled by the warm fervor and amazing outcomes of the Principal's
consuming convietion,

T™e farm of 100 acres was purchased and paid for within five
months, "the greater part of the money hsving been gotten from the
white and colored people in the town of Tuskeegee =wsse by holding
festivels and concerts, and from small individual danntic@s".?. T™he
plantation house on the farm had burned down, but four old bulldings
still were standinge~ & cabin, and old kitchen, a stable, and a hen=
house. These were repaired as much as possible, and the Sehool

lost no time in moving into its new guarters,
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"our next effor#f, writes the Principel,” was in the direction 6f
the cultivation of the land, so as to securs some return from 1t, andd
at the same time give the students training in Agriculture... We began
with Parming because we wanted something %o eat ...the first animal

possessed by the school was an old blind horse given us by one of the
8

white oitizens of Tuskeegee" . And with another gift of § 100, Mr,

Lewis Adams went out on a purchasing trip and, in his own words,”made
1% go so far that when I eame back %o the sechool I had s good horse,

g secondehand lumber wagon,harness, a plow, and a sack of corn %o Do
gind to feed the horse on." .

Ag the need for a new buillding became imperative , brick-making
was introduced on the campus, the first three burnings--in kilns con=
structed by the students themselvese-ending in ubtter failyre. But the
dauntless Washington, having not a penny left to invest in more ma-
terisls, went to the towm of Montgomery; pawned his watch for $15;
rallied his Ydiscouraged and rather demoralised forces”, and set to
work sgain. This effort was blessed with success, the bricks were
made, and the erection of Porter Hylle- by student lsbor--began.

"wsom the very beginning at Tuskeegee",wrote Wyshington, " I
was determined to have the students do not only the sgria: ltural and
domestic work, but to have them erect their own buildings. iy plan
wes o have them, while performing this service, btaught the latest and
best methods of labour, so that the school would not only get the ben-
efit of their efforts, but the students themselves would be taught %o
goe not only wbility in lsbowr, but beauty and dignity; would be taught,
in foct, how to 1life lsbowr wp from mere drudgery and toll, and would

learn to love work for its own sske. My plan was not to tesch them to
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work in the old way, but to show them how to make the foreces of
m ture-~ gir, water, steam, #lectricity, horse-power--assist them in
thelr labour®,

Thus, from insuspicious and apparently insignificsnt begimmings,

there came Iinto being, under the leadership of a men whose far vision

an
kad the constent support of Xkx invincible coursge snd s boundleas

falth, = great Experiments "On that day, in Jyly, 1851, vhen the
modest, quied, unassusing young man, Booker T. Washington, reporbed
with 2 letter from General Armstrong, his former tescher, and was
cordislly received and welcomed to this comnunity by Mr. George W.
Campbell ;then it was that a form of cooperation begsn, the scope and
ef'fectiveness of which was destined to command the respect and admie-
ration ,not only of this country, but also of the entire elvilised
world," .

Thus, moreover, was "launched a program of educational practise
based upon the theory of learning by doing, with the idea of making
economically independant, self-respecting citizens, The fundamental
gbnception of the whéle progranm in this instibtution was that of learn-
ing to do more effectively society's work. This prasctise was op=
pesed not only by the purrent educational theory but also by out=
steding members of the Nggro race who svidently were influenced by
the dominant theory of edumm tion prevalling at that timessesss

"1t 1s intevresting to note that the prastise of Tyskeegee, as spone
gsored by its leader, was to afford the best example of & new edue
cationel Bheory begimming at the end of the nineteenth century and dee
veloping up to the present time in the twentieth century. The extent
tc which this incoanperable lesder was conscious of the fact that he

was making a contribution of profowund significance to educationsl the-

oYy as well as practise,
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we do not know, but his wisdom in other resp-octs leads us to believe

that he saw farther than the immediate practicsl problem of equipping
12

young men and women better for the responsibvilities of life",

Fifteen years passed --fifteen hard bubt rewarding years for Tus-
kee Institute and its Founder. New buildings stood on the campusinew
industries were a part of its progrsm, Almost a thousand students were
now enrolled, representing 24 states. 4 night school was in session
for students who hed to work by day for s living. The Farmers' Con=
ference had been organised and snnually brought to Tuskesges hundreds
of colored fammers who took home with them not only new knowledge of
agriculture, but something of the Tuskeege spirit. A hosplial and
nursas?! training school, as well a;?é{bla Training school, had been
added to the curriculum, The U.,S.Congress had made a gift to the school
of 25,000 acres of mineral lands in northern Alabama.

And now, in 1896, there was urgent need for the presence on the
faculty of an expert in Agricultural Seience-- a man well-equipped %o
tesch the students the mysteries of the soill and its mastery. And,
even more, there was need for a scientist whose vision would be at ome
with the vision of the Principal, snd whose sbilities could be cownted
on to measure up to the continuslly increasing opportunities for
gservice that csme knodking at the doors-- the hospiteble doors-- of
Tuskeegee Institute,

Snd once sgain, "in the providence of God", a man emazingly
endowed and equipped to meet the need was found and brought to

Tuskeegee, this ¥R time in the person of George W, Carver,




Lucy Cherry Cpisp
319 Hardeman Ave,
Macon, Georgia

EARLY DAYS AT TUSKEEGEE

Traditional in the annals of Tuskeeges iz the story of the arrival
of the new professor on a Sunday afternoon in Oectober, 1896, The
student sent to the train to meet him, arriving a little late, found
Prof. Carver quietly exsmining some plsnts near the railroad station.
It is a likely story, for the soil and plants of this southern state
wers different from the soil end plants of Iowa, md the Adert curi-
osity of the young sclentist undoubtedly went swiftly out to investie
gate the unfamiliar surroundings.

Arrived at the Institute, he established himself in Porter Hgll ,
one of the residence halls for men, getting his meals with the students
and other faculty members in Alabama Hall. About 32 years of age, the
new professor was a striking-looking figure as he went about the campus,
A photograph made of him during his late student days por trays him
holding brushes and palette and standing beside an easel on which was
one of his flower portraits -- dark-skinned, tall, straight, slender;

e sensitive, somewhat wistful mouth beneath a neatly-trirmed mustache;
a broad high forehead above the far-looking, comprehending eyes of
an artist and a seer -~ an appealing face of intermingled gentleness,
discernment,and strength,

Insofar as actual laboratory equipment was concerned, Prof. Carver
found that he had 1little to begin with, But there were things he
did find provided which were of much more importance to him, Nowhere
else in America, certainly, and probably nowhere else in the world at

that time could have been found an environment more ideal for his own

tastes and purposes than he found at Tuskeegee Institute, In the first
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place, it was in the south, and among those who, while not of his

acbual blood kin, were yet of his own race., In the second place,

in Booker T, Washington he found not only a wise counselor and »rare
friend , but a man of like mind and faith, vision and undespstanding,
though w stly different endowments; a man, moreover, who had lasting
eonfidence in the contributions this new teacher brough%, and would
in the south
bring, to Tuskeegee, Here MxxExzkamymm he found also an wrgent need
for the very stores of information, understending, snd skill he had
spent a quarter of a century scquiringe- need not only wrgent and
immediate, but of far-reaching, accumulative import. Agriculsure in
the south was 8ff great need of the help which Sgience, if interested,
could give; snd the Agriculture of the south was a maiter of national
and even international significance., THere at Tuskeegee were the "raw
materials® for the experimental research and demonstrations essential
to any plan or progrsm involving such seientific aids soils, plants,
students, teachers, contacts with the outside worlde- channels already
provided for the fresh and vitalising flow of the now much needed
knowledge, Over and sbove snd around all these tangible provisions,
Prof. Cerver found also that nameless, intangible reality sometimes
gpoken of jestingly as "esmpus atmosphere" - that envigorating mix -
ture of care=free gaiety and poignant concern} fallures and achieve
ments, discouragements and devotions; the intimate impact and inter=
play of ideals and emotions, maturity and youth forever incident
upon the relationships involved in the daily life of a campus. I%
was a congenial air for the young professor; for seven years he
had lived in it, breathed the breath of its life. He was at home in

it now at Tuskeegee,




He was at home, moreover, with the necessity for securing tools
and equipment for his work with little financial aid, hence was undis-
mayed by the sbsence of the conventional laboratory supplies. Sending
nis students out o hunt for old bottles, hollipw reeds, cracked pleces
of pottery--old cups and saucers and the like-- he declared that the
equipment in the head of a man was more important than that in the
laboratory., Near at hand he gathered also the specimens for study
and experiment, With the dawn each day he was out on the hills, carry-
ing his botany san and retuning loaded down with various gsamples of
soils, clays, diseased or unusual twigs and branches;mmixiInzmziayx In-
gects found preying on plants, These he took back %o his makeshift
lsboratory--practical, useful specimens for his own and his students?
study.

These hours out-of=doors at dawn were Rmwxiim more, however,

than trips for gathering laboratory specimens 3 they were for him

hours of gquiet commmion as well-- communion with the invisible Cpeator

whose presenee he e%:}gll ® out him , out here on the hills in the
davn, amid the lovef%\f§2%gs of His ereation, This practise of out=-
door communion mmetyximxithmxdxyx at the beginning of the day became a
1ife-long habit with Ppof,. Carver, and one never broken mxcept for
illness or inescapeable demands or interruptions,

The sight of this man with his arms fille d with branches, his
botany can slung over his shoulder, was a strange one to the residents
of the Tuskeegee vicinity in the early days of his residence there,
Some of them thought he must be a "herb doctor" out gathering his
supplies 1 Dp. Washington relates that, noting the increasing number

who came to the Institute to ask Prof. Carver questions about plants,

he asked him one day,“ﬂow do all these people find out that you




know about plants ¢%

" ? Well, it was this way', Carver answered. ' Shortly sfter I came
here I was going along one day with my boteny can under my arm, look-
ing for plant diseases and insect enemies, A lady saw what she thought
was 8 harmless golored man with a strenge-loolking box under his arm,
and she stopped me and asked 4f T was a peddler, I told her what I
was doingy she seemed delighted and asked me to come and see her roses
vhich were badly diseased. I showed her what to do for them, in
fact, sat dowm and wrote 1% out for her, In this way, and several
other ways, it became noised sbroad that there was a man at the school
who knew about plants. Peo-le began ealling upon me for information
and advice!' ",

"I myself remember®, Dr, Washington continues, " that several
years ago a dispubte arose downbtown e2bout the name of & plants: no one
knew what it was. Pinally one gentleman spoke up snd said that they
hed a man out at the Normal school by the m me of Cgrver who eould
nsme sny plant, tree, bird, stone, ete. in the world,s nd if he did
not know there was no use to look any rfarther | A man was put on

a horse and the plant brought to Ppef. Carver. He nmed it and sent

it basck. Since then Prof. Carvertyg laboratory has never been free
i §

from specimens of some kind",

Hor were diseased plants and soils and peculiar insects the only
"specimensy brought to the professor for disgonosis, information , mid
help. lNr. Davidsan Washington, son of the Ppineiapl, was fond in
latef years of relating the story of his pet goose. "All of the chile
dren aboun the ceampus thought that Dr. Carver could do anything®,
he declared. "So, when my pet goose got sick one day, I thought that
I would take 1%t to Dr. Cgorver andhe would make it well again, But
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1 kept putting 1t off until one morning Father said,*'It's too late
now; your goose is dead's And with absoclute conf'idence, I quieckly
roaplied, 'Well, I'l]l take it to Dr. Corver anyway.' "

At the urgent request of Dre Washington, thr Aleabam Legislature
in the session of 1896«07 passed a Bill " %o establish a Branch
Agrieultural Experiment Station for the o lored race and to make ape
propriations therefor -- o be located at Ty,skeegee and run in cone
nection with the Normal and industrial Institute", The Board of
Control included the state camisioner of Agriculture, the presi-
dent of the A and N College mikxtwhuwem and the Director of the Ixe
periment station at Auburn, and members of the Tuskesgee Institute
Board of trustees who resided in T,skeegee, This Board was charged

to "cause such experiments to be made at s2id station as will ade

vancef the interests of soientific Agrieulture, and to cause such

ghemical snalyses to be made as are deemed necessary”. § 1500 out
of the Agricultural fund was appropriated Tor equipment and improvee
ment, Tuskeegee Institute to furnish all necessary lands and dullde
ings for the use of the sald station snd school," .

Prof's Carver was made Director and consulting chemist for the
new Experiment Stetion, Thus, during his first year at T,skeegee,
another channel was opened through which he might come into intimste
touch with the needs he had prepared himself to meet, The Institute
catalogue for 1897098 has this itenm eneerning the Station $"A bullee
tin showing the experiments made and the results obtained, as well
as giving more dotalled information respecting the Station, will be
prepared duwring the coming year by the Director, Prof. Cprver",

The title of this first bulletin, published as promised in 1898,
is significant 3 " Feeding Acorns ", Plainly, it was the purpose of
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the Director of this Experiment Station to bring toge ther the lnowle
edge of Science and the actuasl needs of the farmers., A farmer who
owned nothing, who had not an extra perny %0 spend, wss free at least
0 gather up the acorns that fell from oak trees upon the ground. And
there was food value for livestock in ascorns. Hence, Tirst, a bulle-
' $in off "Peeding Acorns”, A second bulletin in 1808 was coneerned with
"ixperiments with Sweet Potatoes", Thus began s series of such pam-
phlets eoming out from the Tyskeegee Experiment Station whieh has
grown during s period of 41 years to s sizeesble bulletin library,
bulletins which, with but fow exceptions, have been written by the
Station's Director.

The purpose of the Agrim:ltural Department, as set forth in the
School catalogue for 189798, was " to make the instructions practis
eal as well as seientific, that the knowledge acquired by the student
ghall be of direct material aid to him in hisfubture vocations as
famer, dafryman, or tescher, Geo. W. Cgrver is listed as Director
and Tpstructor in Selentific Hpewinmx Agriculture and Dairy Seience,
Five pssictants were responsible for Practical Agriculture and Farm
Hanegement; Stod: ralsing; truck gardeningj hortisukture; mmd the
Dairy Herd, 075 studsnts were enrolled at the Institute, representing
24 stetes.

Novenber, 1807, saw the Slater-Ammstrong Agricultural buillding

stand ready for ogcoupancy, and it was a matter for much gratitude to

Prof. Carver that his former teacher, H n. James Wilson, new U.S.
Secrefiary of Agriculture, came down to make the address at the formal
opening of the bullding. I¢ was probably an occasion of no less
gratification for the Secretary as well, It is of interest &0 note
that the nexy year, 1808-90, the following eourses were offered in




Crisp
p=76

the Agrieultural Depertment sHorticulture, 8hop Work, RLive Btock,
Market Gardening, Drawing, Economic Entomology, Botany, Bectericlogy
e Vegeteble Physiology, Betany Cryptogamiec, Agricultural Chemlstry,
Principles of Heredity, Seeds and Grasses, Practical Agriculture,
Applied Bytany, Vegetable Pgpthology, and Dajrying. No more revealing
sommentary on the work of the Director of the department could prob=-
ably be found then t hat which lies inherent in a comparison of mxE=Ex
courses aveilable in 1897-08 and in 180899, 3

During Prof. Cerw r's second year at Tuskeegee there came one
of those "great oscasion days"™ that have characterised the Institute
elmost sines its origin. Booker T, Washington had early formed a
gsegred rgsolution that he would endesvor ™ to build up a school that
would be of so much service to the co untry that the president of the
Tnited States would one day come to see it." . This desire was resl=
jsed on December 15, 1898, when not only Pres, MeKinley himself, but
Mrs, McKsnley and all the Cgbinet officers except one, most of them
with their wivesor some other members of their families, came to see
Puskesgee Institute. Learning that the President would come %o At~
lanta for the Peace Jubilee celebrating the e¢lose of the Spanishe
Americen War, the Principal went to Washington %o invite Mr, MeEKsnley
to come and see his school., The invitation was accepted, and "the

morning of the 16th brought to the little city of Tuskeegee such a

crowd ss it had never seen before" -~ Citizens for miles around; the

President's party; the Legislaturs of Alabama (ihan in session at

Montgomery) headed by the Governor and ~ther State officials == Pa=
rades, speeches, music, toastS.... And George Carver, with other
members of the faculty and the student body, heard the President say:
"muskesges Institute is ideal in its conception, has already a large

and growing reputation in this country, and is not unknown abroad,.
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I congratulate all who are assowiated in this undertaking for the goed
which it is doing®. y

Carver knew many sueh "great occasion days" at Tuskeegee, but for
him the ordinary inebetween days were continuously full and interest-
ing. H4s work demanded long hours of concentrated study snd experi=
ment, cesseless and patient daily cevotion %o his tasks, Requests
and queries came to him in graduslly inereasing numbers-- to all of
which it was his habit from the first to give careful and painstaking
attention, Yet he was in no smnse withdrawn from the main stream of
campus life, but becsme more and more a well-loved pert of it. An
individualist in his peculiar endowments and main interests; and
by his very nature-- g2z well as by the demands of his work -- com=
pelled to walk a somevhat lonely way, he yet loved ® ngenial come-
panionship and throve innits atmosphere, Having comparatively few
very close and mmex intimate friends, he yetbhwwithin himself felt
constantly and intimately &mz=m close to many,i§§o Fgtherhood of God

was not a glibly=-quoted thaae Q1
the Brotherhood of Man a dally reality to him,

Opn the faculty at Tpskeegee, not long after his arrival, there

was & young women to whom he was strongly drawn, and s drsam of ul-
timate canpsnionship began to take form in his mind, During a group
eonversation one day, however, he chanced to hear her give expression
to certain ideas, certain abtitudes, sojffccompletely at variance with
his own that nothing was left him of his half-formed dream but a

rude shock and & wound in his sensitive spirit, He had always felt

a d-ep pride in his own racej this ycung woman, obviously, d4id not.
There could be no nitimats compenionship on such a basic difference
as this, Her desth within a few years led him to the coneclusion ,
expressed long afterward, that perhaps it was well that "things came

out as they did". And he sometimes sald, when an intimate friend
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would ask why he never mrried, "Well, I believe in 'Wnat Gpd hath
Joined together......' DBut what God doesn't join had better be
left unjoined®,

In 19035, when Rockef'eller lgll was erested, the gift of Johnm
De Rockelfealler and a reasidence hall for men stud nts, Prof. Cprver
moved to more comfortsble quarters on the first floor there, cone
tinuing to get his meals in the School dining hallew the meals, that
is, that he did not prepare for himself in his rooms, from his own
menus and recipes | Zmmismmam Soon after his removal to Roekefeller
Eall, landscape psnels in oil appesared in the corridor leading to his
roous; books lined portions of the walls of his living roam; glass

ea.{s containing collesctions of stones, micas, ete,, stood on the

the beloved Painbow rock of his boyhood smong thems)
tab asﬁ‘ paintings and pleces of handiwork hung on thé walls ; his

mother's spinning wheel stood by the fireplace; plants bloomed in
the windowse~- They were the rooms of sn artist,
2 scientiat, a teacher; rooms thet gathered unto themselves a great

treasure of memories as the procession of years went bye.

Students wers free to come to him here, or in his offics, or on
the street, for thet matter. "Perhaps one of the finest thixgs about
his life at Tuskesgee 1s the constant sccess the students have for
personal conktact with him™, one of them wrote, "When advice is sought
by the humbleat student there is no 'red tape' to encounter in snter-
ing his office, no hesitancy in appreaching him on the street onece
you have met himes One of his charscteristis pastimes is teaching the
students how %o train the wrinkles in their forshoads: 'Always

6
lengthwise never up and down' %,
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Upon aeccasion he could be as gay as the gayest of them, and know-
ing that they could count on this, his students concocted many pranks
to play on him from time to time. A group of them one day, for ine
stance, took the Gb&y of one bug, the legs of another, the wings of

pasting
snother, a head from yet snother, and, ¥xmtxy them carefully togsther
on & bit of cardboard, eveolved & very strange-looking new insect whdch
they took to the next class with them, Just before ths recitation be-
gan, the most plous-appearing student in the group came up bearing the
new bug, and with seemingly serious concern,a sked the Professor %o
1dsntify this new inssct they had found. BEgually serious, Prof. Cagver
looked at thelf bug carefully, thought for a moment over the problem,
then turned %o the class and said, "Well, this, I think, is what we
would pmobably call s humbug®,

These gay pranks, sometimes even instigested by the Professor
himself , were likely to break out even in the Sunday evening Bible
elass, a volunteer group with Carver as teacher that met for years
Just before ths evening chapel service, smetimes with an abtendance
of 200 or more. Seience and the Seriptures, he would often say, agree
fundamentalily for those who have thovough knowledge of both, but may
appear quite conbtrary %o those who are lacking in such knowledge,
"Many revelations were mads by his detailed explanstions and scientifi-
ic demonstrations™, said oneof his studsnts. Such a demonstration
took place on "he night when the lesson concerm d the destruciion of
the wicked cities of Eddom md CGomorreh, a demonstration which sdded
another incident ® the beloved lore of campus life at Tuskeegee.

The story of the wicked cities had been told, explanations made, time
given B r questions, etc. Prof, Carver toyed witk certain articles

on the table, carrying on a rumning line of comment the while. "These

wicked clties -~ and what became of them ¢ " Suddenly fumes and
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and f"lames and seeming fury rose up in wrath from the table before
them, a nd the youthful Bible students, choking and coughing from
from the chemiocal finmas fumes that had guiekly filled the class
room, took a prscipitate departure, But they were unlikely ever to
forget the lesson of S&dam and UGomorrah i

"He understood beys as few men do", one of his former students
saide And girls, perhaps, as well,..there are storfes told of the
prizes he offered to girls for the most artistic flo@ arrangenents,
"His accuracy in xX¥x everything he did impressed us sll as students,
espacially his acowrate observations, HMore then that, he was like a
father © many of us ..." thus were they sccustomed to spesk of him,

Dr, Washington was by no means unaware of ¢t hese smd other dis-
tinctive contributions Prof. Carver was making to the Institute, snd

gave him constant support snd encowragsment , Commenting on the man

hingelf and on his work, he dechkaredi"One of the most gifted men of

the Hegro race whom I haw ever happened to meest is George We CaPverse.es
As a result of his work in breeding cotton ad of the bulletins he
khas prepared on experiments in building up wornout soils, he has be-
cone widely nown toc both colored and vhite farmers throughout the
south When some vears ago the State secretary of Agriculture called
& meeting at Mgntgomery of the leading teachers # the State, Prof,
Carver was the only colored man invited to that meeting. le: was atb
that time invited to deliver an address to the convention and for an
hour he was questioned on the inter=sting work he was doing at the

when
Experiment Station.««s & fow yoars ago the colonial secretary of the

German Fmpire, accompsnied by one of the cobion experta of his depart=
s B» paid a visit

ment, traveled through the south in a private car '
to Tuskeegee largely to study, in comnection with the other work of t
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the school, the cottonegrowing experiments that Prof. Carver has
been carrying on for soms years. In his book,!'The Hegro in the

New World!, 3ir Harry Johnaton says ,'Prof. Carver, who teaches
scientific Agriculture, Botany, Agricultural Chemistry, etc. , at
Tuskesgee, is, as regards complexion and fesbtures, an absclute Regrog

but in the cut of his ciothes, the sscent of his speech, the soundness

of his Sclence, he might be professor of Bntany not at Tuskeege, but

et Cxford or Cgmbridge?',

Continuing, Dr. Washington says,”Althougk Prof. Carver impresses
everyone who meets kim with the extent of his knowledge in the mabter
of plant 1ife, he is quite the most modest msn I have ever met.In
fact, he is almost timid., Hr dresses in the plainest and simpless
manner possible; the only thing he allows in the way of decorabion
is a flower in his bubtton-hcle.... He lesarned frou books when he could
get them; learned Irom & xperience always; and mads friends wherever

?
he went,"

In the midst of his busy life at “uskeegee, we find Prof. Carver
writing to his old friends back in Iowa. In a letter which besrs ou t
his Principal's statement concerning the imnate modesty of the man,
&s well as his generous apprecistion of the help given him by kis
friends, %o the Milkollands on October 2, 1901, he writes:

"Y ur esteemed favor of Jyly 23rd reached me s few days ago

and 1 was indeed glad to hear from you esssess I think of you
often and shall never forget what you were in my life, how much
help and real ingpiration you gave me, You, of course, will
never know how much you 4id for a poor colored boy who was drife-
ing here and there 23 a ship without e rudder., You helpsd me to
start aright, and what the Lord has in his kindness ad wisdom
permitted me to moocwmplish is due in very grest measure ¥ your
re2l genuine Christian spirits, How I widh the world was full

of such peopleswhat a different world it worvld be .

"Should I ever come so near you agein, rest sssured I em coming

to see you, snd I plan to come to Iows during some of my vacationss
Qur school opens on the 10th of this month, We have Rlready ad-

mitted over a thousand & udents, I am glad for your words of
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cheer and goodewill. These from those we love always make life much
easlier,

Must close as I have about 20 other letbers to mnswer szside froam
my other dutiss. Mgy God continue to bless and help you...Love 3o
T Yours very gratefully,

Geo. W, Carver ¥

In 1906 &m 258h Anniversary of the School ws:s celebrated —-
snothoer great occasion on the campus, President Eliot, of Hervard;
Mir, Andrew Cgrnegie; Bishop Galloway of Mississippl; President Aber-
erombie of the University of Alsbsme; Seeretary of Wap Teft; and other
notable figuresin American life were opresent as speakers and guests.
It ¥es for this occasion that Paul Lawyrence Dunbar, the celebratecd
Negro post, wrote the now well-known "Tuskeegee Sons™. Reports at
this time indicated that the School was now sn institution of 156

teachers; 1500 regular students; 83 buildings; 2300 acres of land

near Tyskeegee; an endowment of § 1,225, 664 in addition to &he 22,500

acres ol saleable land grafited by the U.S.Congress. Indiestive of
the mxkmnk scale of the schoolts farming operations, 1t was reported
that during the previous year 195,261 pounds of beef and hogs were
slaugntered, and 8,000 bushels of sweet potatoes reised, ?

of
Impressive also was the report Prof. Carver of the work carried

on in the Research and Experiment Station during its first ten years
of existence, Included in this thers were reports on experiments with
sweet potatoes; feeding acorns; pess,beans,snd corn for forsge; 13
varieties cf cotton; Irish potatoes; onions; veteh snd erimson clover;
cotton; and pesnuts, Seven bulletins and sixteen leaflets had been
issued; schkool gardens and districutions of seed samples smong farmers
carried on; monthly Farmers' Institutes held on the campus with an

a
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averasge abttendance of 753 20 trips made through the county, reaching
1,000 persons; Annual Farm Fgirs heldj newspaper articles written
and published in sounty and nationzl pspersi bulletins sent to 10
foreign post offices; 115 samples of soil anslysed for farmers and mk
written instruetions given as to quantldy amd kinds of fertilizer
needad, Conceraing work out of the state, " the Director this year

has hed 7 calls in Ceorgismi 1 in Tenmesee; 1 in Fiorida“s An agri-

el tvral wegon was being fitted wp in whioch "lecturers, demonstrations,

cie

snd mxhibits would bs carrled around’, A vivid and revecling narras
briefl,

tive is this report, even though 1t is teld in thﬁ\t@rsa; ke words

of madormd statistics
The sgricultural wagon mentioned was an outgrowth of the Annual
'

Confersnce, organised by Dr, Washingbton in 1892, "fo Dr ,Wash-

keeges Inatitute...e At this andf subsequent conferences, Dr. Washington
glways conducted the progran and discussions in suth an informel and
gimple nmarner that the fswmers were ssgsured of thelr welcome to the
sahool and wers mads to feol tha: they were an integral part of the
meetings. Usually someone was ¢alled upon to lead in an old Hime
plentation mslody. Soon all pressnt jolned in, humming, nodding, and
goftly patting their feet. HNgny times when the ¢limax of & spiritual
was reached, the almosphere was surcharged with that oneness of spirit
which so completely characterises the Hegro rural church gathering.
e emstraints of fear and self-consciousness were swept away, and
kindred souls felt only the stir of emotion whieh served to open their
hesrts and minds to the inspirstion that was to follow. Dr. Washinge
ton, in Mis tactful way of spproaching the most delloats subjects,

would launén into his program, c2lling the atitnion of the pecple

to the vital facts affecting their lives, without offending or




embarassing them,

"At the fourth annual meeting Dr. Washington definitely outlindd
the purpose of the conference, in his statement that 'The aim will
he, as in the three previous years, to bring btogsther for a quiet con =«
ferences, not the politiclans, but the representatives of the common,
hard-working farmers and mechanics ~- the bone and sinew of the Hegro
race, mnd its ministers and teachers, Two objectives will be kept in
view, First, to find out from the people themselves the facts as to
their ennditions and to get their ideas as to the remedies for the
present evils, Semnd, to get information as to how the young men and
wonén now being educs ted can best ude thelr sducation in helping the
masses ' ., This conference was the forerumner of the many modern farm
econgresses held at numerous egricultural colleges for both white and
ecolored people in various parts of the country.® -

As followsup extension work among the farmers, in those early
daysit was Prof. Carver's custom " in addition to his regular work,bo
put a few tools and demonstration exhibits in a buggy and set out, in
the msnmer of Dp, Washington, on Saturday afternoons to visit rural
areas neasr Tuskeegee, There, during week-ends, he would give practi-

sy O laid much stress on Sunday demonstrations,
d=monstrations,  The church was, sd 8till is, the biggest influence

in the 1ife of the rural NHegro. “n Sundays it was always pos;ihls to

find them in numbers at their respective places of worship”.

So eager was Dr. Wagshington * to exter helpful information snd
inspiration throughout this and adjacent counties that he concelved
the idea of itinerant demostrators , or '"The MOovable School of Agrie
eulture'/ He appointed a committee, headed by Cgo. W. Carver, to
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dvaw up def'ini te plans for a demonstration wagon, ind uding the
kind of equipment it should ecarry to the very door of the Wegro
fapmar who did not or could not attend an sgrim ltural school, With
these plans, Dr, Washington was able to interest a friend, Merris E.
Jesup, of Wew York, in the project. MNr. Jesup made a donation with
witeh to purchase and equip a vehlele to carry exhibits and demon=
strations to the homes of Negro fammers.." "

“me Jesup Agricultural Wagén, the first 'Hovable Sehool?,
started £ om the grounds of Tuskeegee Institubte on 1bs mission of nsee
fulness May 24,1906, under the guidance of Ge. R. Bridgeforth of the
Agricul tural Depariment”, reports the "Tuskeegee Student® in NHovember,
1908, TAfter the wagon hadl bsen operated three months @nder Nr,
Bridgeforth, and the success of this Stype of work seemed assured,
the idea was presented by Dr. Washington to the Federal Government
and acmpted".ls Thomas M. Campbell, a recent Tuskesgee graduate,
was placed in charge of the M, vable School, withthe title of "Agrie
sultural collsborater for the U,3.Department of Agriculture®, Thus
the Jesup wagon, designed by Geo. W. Carver,"became the whicle
of the first Negro demonstration agent in federal employ, and went
forth froa Tuskeegee on a regular schedule & o the surrownding come
mmmu“..]f and once again Tyskeegee Institute, through lts Founder,
1ts Seientist, and its friendly Bhilsnthropist, had made a signife

{eent contribution to American education.

In the swmmer of 1908 Prof. Carver had the pleasure of making
a visit to his shildhood home at Dismond Opove , and of seeing his

mothert's mester, Moses Cerver again, And not only of sesing him,

but the add-d pleasure of presenting him with a sult of clothesS--




& sult in which Wr,. Carver was buried when death came %o him not long
afterward. MNrs. Carver had alresdy passed on, #wpeiting to Dr. Mil-
holland of his Dismond Grove visit, Prof. Carver says, " I was to my
old home in Hissowrinlast sumer, and a vhite lady who knew me as a
boy was laughing and telling me how I used to doctor her sick plants
for her, I have much of that same reputation here seeese :

By this time the Agriculbural department and the Experiment Staw
tion hed long since ouvt-grown the Armsbbeng ~Slater building. The
active supervision of the Agriecultura! gepsrtment had been placed in
the hands of Prof. Ceo. R. Bridgeforth,w ith 18 aessistents, in order
that Prof. Carver might be free to give his time entirsly to the R -
gearch and Experiment work, the inereasing demands and requests for
lectures, demonstrations, research, and experiments that esame in from
an ever-widening area, In 1909 snother milesitone was set up ¥ith the
erection of the Nilbank Agrioultural buillding, the gift of Ceorge
Eastman. On the second floor of this fouwr-story, well-equipped
building there were rooms set spart for Prof. Carver: a spacious labe
oratory,which came in time to be known far and wide as "God's Little
Work-Shop", and a comfortable office just across the corridor.

Symbolie of the widening horigons of his work, the broadening scope
of his service, was this new building to which Prof, Carver now transe

ferred his headquertera, The Institute catalogue for 1910-1811 has ¢

this to say of the work of the Agricultural department and the Exe
at

peroment Station 3 T,is department seeks to give, In a technical and
experimental way, scientific facts which will lead to a better knowledge
of Agriculture in all its branshes... Both physiesal and chemical
analysis of soils, fertilisera, forage plentg, milk, butter, cheese,

food adulteration, dletaries, ete., are given special sttention.
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" In the Experiment Station mumerous experiments are attempted in
the improvement of the soil, cobtbon and corn breeding, inoceulation
of the soll, experiments with fertilisers, tests of forage plants,
various garden vegetables, €tCess. In the poulitry yard the student
has opportunity to see several kinds of incubatoras in operation and
various experiments in feeding, breeding, etc, being conducted.” The
School farm now included 2,400 sores, with 1,000 of them umder culbi-
vation. 1,702 students were enrolled in the Sghool representing 38
states and 15 foreign cownitries. Courses offered now in comnection
with Ageicoultural Chemistry ineludsd Compoaition of Proparties and
Mattor; Laws of Combination of slements and compounds; Chemistry of
Eilk and Milk products; Chemistry of solls and fertilisers; Agricule
tureal chemistry for post gradusbtes,

In addl tion to his regular work as Director of the Station, Prof
Cagrver wa: constantly csrrying on various other experiments ani scile
entific research on hisown iniative and out of his own concern. From
the day of his comi ng to Tusktesge he had continually taught the need
for erop rotation, endeavoring to show the folly and waste involved in
the vieious one-crop system prevalent in the south, Even in the midst
of experiments with cotton, he was saying,"Plant something else bew
sides eotton., “lant pesnutsy plant sweet potatoes--they are easily
and cheaply grown in the south and are good for the soil¥,

menace of the
When the |[boll weevil Dbegan to make 1ts appearance in southern

cottm fields, thers were farmers who began $o take more seriously the

gdvice of Prof. Carver, and to plant potatoesz and peanutss Byt there
was little market , they found, for these things. Letters began to
gome in t %o the Director of t k- Station $®™You advised us %o plant

these orops. HOow vhat are we to do with them %
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Seience had taught these farmers how to raise abundant erops of
pesnuts snd sweet potatoes; Science must now find a way to make pea-
nuts and potatoes pays With this convietion Prof. Carver went into
his lsboratory to see what could be done, Could camercially valusble
products be made from peanuts end sweet potatoes ¥ It was his belief
that they could be, And, as the weeks and months went by,his experiw
proof that his
ments begen to offer proofikixkmmto his own mind, at least-- mmemmix
theory might be true.Now
and then to groups of farmers he began to speak of products which he
was finding eould be nmade from pesnuts, or from potatoes; products
whrich he believed would be of widespread commerecial value, Demands

and requests for his lectures inereased; people began tos ense in these

strange $hings of which he spoke -- these peculiar exhibits with whibh
usually
he illustrated his talks - undreaned-of possiliilites. ei%sas were

busy,busy days with Prof, Carver,as Tuskeegese Institute, along with

the peat of Amerieca in those days, was swept along on the hurrying

tide of Progress, unaware of Imminehit world eatasbtrophe, or of its omn
imvending grisf and loss. The World War-~ end the daéth of Tuskeogee's
Founder and Principal, e yet to cone,
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