


LADY IN THE MOON
(Eskimo Legend)

One time there was Eskimo girl who did not
want to marry - no metter what her father and mother say she
did not want to marry. One day when she was out berrying -
ting Salmon berries, she find skull of man. This skull she
home to her camp and hide in the remndeer skins of her be
sleep high upet her bed way above the bed of her father and mothere
e gvery lay whén she go berrying and she come home at ni;ht/f
she labe half her berries asnd give to father and mother
she tgkes to her bed and feed to skull of man ¢
and laugh when berries drop through the mouth snd drip down

By and by she give to her father and mother oﬁly

" =

a few berries and they ask ker where are the berriesf?} amwd they
ask her why she laughs when she goes to bed at nighg # but ske will
not tell them. Wellif one day when she is gone out berrying

her father looks into reindeer skins her bed and finds the skull

of man. He is angry and he takes long sharp stone that he uses ﬁy
—

e
to fik(wick of stone lamp and he drives it through one eyes of
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skull. Then he wraps skull in skin and takes it out. Hﬁﬁ/éhere
is high cut bank over the ocean.# anﬁﬂge takes the skull with the
sharp stone that he drives through théfeyes and he throws itaway
as far &s he caﬂ}% over the cut bank into the water.

¥Well, -when the girl comes home at night she

takes berries to be% 7 but she cemnot find skull,s=& she goes to
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father to ask him where is that thing I have in my skins,- And
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is angry and Says?ta-$hié why you will not marry any man?ifand
she cries and eries and says nothing but'éive me "that thing, 4
give me that thing"! n aad Qer father say'—“go to the cut bank
and in the water you will find skull if you want him so muchfj
SV :\:%‘ o

So the girl packs Tittle wooden bucket with lunch
and starts out to walk. On cut bank she wraps herself round
end round in reindeer skin)# thinking to roll down bank into
water and drown maybe.

= Diad=umhen Epe rolls way down in ﬁater.gown,
downg, ;retty soon she opensﬂﬁer eyes and looks round. <She is stand-
ing on_just like landlﬁ only under the water e~ ©She starts out to

walk down beach and she sees some men talking. ©he stops &and ask%jﬂ

e
them if they have seen man going east,}:ﬁnd they Say!yes;ff three
days ago they saw man going east with stgnainAhis eye # o éhe
Sl - =

hurrys on walking fast carrying ﬁéﬁp%éttle wooden bucket .7l When
she goes st the men say to her "turn and look at us when you
go past" and she turns and looks back like people quH over their
shoulders )t and she does not see men (humans) ,+ but she sees
instead some tome=cod. Then she knows she is in %he ocean only it
seems just like on land.

She keeps on walking very fast 3 down beach‘andffhe
sees two three men, and she stops and asks them have they seen ény
man going that way # and say yeﬁfthey have seen man going to east -

with stone in his eyeew s she hurries past them/ffcarryiﬂg her Sveals -
-
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little wooden bucket gt &aﬁ;;hen she goes past they say turn and
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look back as you go past:o awi ghe turns and looks back)ﬂ’and there
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are no men there atrgll only bull head%fishir_ghen she knows
she is in ocean,Qiaﬂﬁ 80 she goes - seeing more men, snd when
she looks at them they'are not humans but different kinds of

]
figsh. By and byelé some tell heg;%an has passed by toward east

l
only half day , ' runs and runs down the beach hunt-

,, &

ing his camp.
After & whole she comes to his camp on the beach;

. * 1 - . /
and looks in thro the window :}nnre she sees the man of the skull,
-~

only he is not skull now but human 4 aﬂﬁ_fe is standing with two

Z

women one ons*esch side of him!— behind}{ S ge has his arm streteh
l‘(

out v swd one hand on breasts of each woman ¢ %gﬂ the blood is

streaming down from his eye over his cheek - and in his eyes is
the long pointed stone that her .ather drove thro the eyes of the

skull,ghd_she starts to run away  but he calls out to her, swé he
[ g
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is very angry 4 and she goes into his camp and he says why have
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you come here, I am very angry - for your father drives stone

) n . - o ; e
thro my eyes - ggd she begs to stay with him for she loves him
very much 5 but he say no 4 and drive her out of his campy- aké

she starts to walk back to beach, just like it was on land and

not under the water. Anﬂp}he men calls out to her snd tells her

if she wants to go home torher father she must do what he says,+
After a while you will come to a fork in the trail and one will
go to the right and one to the lefte~ = you must keep to the
left and not walk the right hand trail. Tie one on the 1£t will
be narrow, rocky and the one on the right will be smooth but

you must keep to the left'trail if you want to get home to your father




))
and your mother. )
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frd g9 the girl walke® along carrying ;;%?f{ttle
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wooden bucket with her lunch in itw- emd after a while she cémeS
| . A SR :
to the forks of the trail and there vwe® the road jw t as smooth,-
)
g e : A
on the rlgnﬁlh‘and the rocky narrow road wes on the left. Sure
\
n
enoughjﬁ the rOad\ﬁ-é'narrow,f and full of stones rough f nigger
\a
heads g awé she look across and the road to the left wes so nice

rn
and smootyjso she just

across to the right hand road and begins
walking fast along the smooth road./ She heard the man calling -
'kkeep to the left ¢ if you want to get home and see your father
and motherg Eut she kept running along the smooth road, and just
then she looééﬁ backland she-%ﬁ% out of the sea and into the air;-
and as she lookef back the trail behind her fadef away and she was
way up in the airj+ with no man behind her and only the smooth
trail leading into the sky.

Well,the girl kept on walking until she came to a
land and it was the moon p and it had mounts and a ravine and a
river @ awd she saw a man in s Kyak coming down the river,a
ghen he got }ust opposite to her he stopped his boat and got out
Lis hook and began fishing and after a little the girl saew him
draw up his line and he had a wooden bucket on his hook - omeé ;YB
looked in the water to sze where he got the bucket but she co;ldn’t
see g awé the man never looked at her but he threw in his line
again and commenced to fish)414‘gellf+ after a while he pulled up
one skin boot p @@ again the girl looked down into the water to

see where he got it but she couldn't seey- then she looked at her

feet and one skin boot was gone off her foot and she thought that




was funny but she saw man had it on his hook # smd ghe couldn't
-
move}ﬁ-and man fished until he had hooked all clothes off her &
v
’7f ghen after that he caught her on his hook and carried her away to

his camp and shut her in his cabin and the man was going to keep

her for his OWn,bézigfter awhile - something - a spirit or medicine

man knocked at the window and told the girl that man was not human #
gl if she staid there that bye and bye he would eat her up and

killfher. S50 she tried to run awayiJ’&mﬁ §he got out of the camp
end ren away,but he man caught her and'saidfgf you will run sway

/ /\
I will set a watchman to look after you:andnfo he set a watchmani-
@nd~ when she tried to run away the watchman ;ould call out ,- and-
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A}{ashe said to herselfﬁ; I mist get rid of the watchman and throw

him the river fég'when voice spoke in the window to hex it We¥
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ssid that there was an 0ld woman who lived up there, smd jf she

would go to her camp the old woman would look after her ;nd not

let the man in the moon get herQi'B%t_when she got to the camp

of the 0ld woman she would find a big brown grizzly bear lying down
in front of the door, but the girl must not be afraid but step right
on the belly of the bear and would right oanlﬁnd not to mind if the
bear growled a little rg?go the girl pushed tﬁe watchman into the
stream and he sank @ he went on to find the camp of the old

woman, akdwwhen she got there, the bear was stretched out in front
- WV J

= L
o s

of cabin @ She was afraid the bear would eat her but if she turned
back the man in the moon would get her, and she was afraid of him,.
S0 she stépt right on the belly of the bear ¢ =M he growled but

he didn't eat her o amd she went on and there was enother bear #
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med she stept on its belly and then she was at the doo:régg the old

wrt

woman's cabin ¢ saé she opened the door and went in @ and the o0ld
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woman asked who it was and the girl told here.- @@ She said,
-
H
well r you can stay with me and I won't give you to the man.

and }he girl stayed and helped the old woman in her house 4 with

her cooking and with her sewing 4 and she carried water for her
to0o &

1 -- One day the man in the moon came way round the house g
a@d it was Eskimo house with window at the top ,and the man kept cell-

ing-énd calling for the girl until the old woman got tired and called
I\ ]

out e go away + gut he didn't go away +# he kept calling for the girl

and he crawled on top of house and looked thro window down into house.

» ' i

“+* So the o0ld woman bresthed like this - puff # and
fire went out of her mouth right up thro the window and burned the

man and he rolled over =nd over down from the house to the ground.
ithen o0ld woman saié éo out and push him into riverj;
But the girl was afraid but the old woman said I'll burn you just
"
the same unless you domF aw& the girl is afraid to go but she is
afraid of 01d woman &#d old ﬁoman says -}%o on - and get rid of him.

gfe wl
I don't want him sround here to smell bad - (stink). So she goes
out and man is deadjﬁ turned his hair and everything and she push

him into water.

{hen she stays with old woman and heps hery but all

the time she wonders about her father and mother and if they are
dead. One night the 0ld woman tskes up one plank out of her floor
snd t ells the girl to look downlaﬂd‘§he looked out through the hole
in the floor to the earth. ©She couia see it all spread out like
it was in her hand but & long way off. She could see water and

earth & then she could see people S_Efter a while she could see
3, =

the people looking up and pointing and saying "New lMoon - New ioon" !




And after a little 3¢ the 0ld woman took up another plank +

amf then another until the whole floor was up, and it was
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ﬁgliimoon. 'hen the old woman waved & reindeer skin toward
the ecrowd and the people cried out;tnere would be plenty of
)
caribou meat # and 8 hat she waved a seal skin over the
sea SO0 there would be plenty of seals in the water.
# Pwt the girl kept thinking about her father

and her mother and cryinge- so the old woman said ;‘well}if you
want to go homeJ&’I will tell you how you can go: Get to work

and make siﬁhew thread 4 and mittens}*ugome seal mittens, some

W\ IR
reindeer skin. / 5o the girl made the sirdw rope and braided it

like She braids her hair, and a bag full of mittens. <Then she
sta?ﬁs out and throws out the rope from the moon to the earth.

Vigbhe puts on some mittens and carries the others with her, sud she
¢limbs down the braided sinew rope y hand over handiund when
mittens wear out she throws them away ¢ if they are seal skin,
she throws them into the seasané ;f they are reindeer skin, She
throws them on the landquéhe clikbs down and down until at last
there is only one pair of mittens left and only a little sinew
rope. Now the 0ld woman had told her to keep her legs straight
when she got on the earth & for if she had straight legs she
would be young just like she'was when she went to the moon, but
if she curved her legs,she would be bent like an old woman.

/
50 when she hsd on her last pair of mittens they

began to Wear out ¢ @@ only a little rope ¢=saé it was too short,@""“{[
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the earth was a long way down @ iinellw%’there was nothing for

her to do but dropjf and she did ¢'ﬁrying to keep her legs straight

~




so she would be young as she was when she left the earth #4
)
@mt it was too far and her legs bentg+ @@ there she was bent
. _ 4 ;

like an o!d woman gy and she couldn't straighten
gn old old woman &
She hurried L= as where her mother

father lived ¢gp @ all she found was a sunken place, - Where

the house had fallen in a long time ago® and that is the story of

the lady-in-the-moon.
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