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t }liay 12: started from home about 7, had coolie take me to the bus
Mrs. Kwo, pastor's wife from Yuin-tsao'also. on it, but seated far up in
front, ./ Found the bus already loaded, the aidles piled high with baggage
~and peéaple sitting in aisle, nearly the last person to get on. Seats all
reserved in advance, WMy seat not very good, over the wheel, but seat make
a nice Chinese man who allowed me to put the duffle bag between us and the
musette bag at his feet. Rather on his feet since he was too polite to put
his feet on it, but it was not very heavy. Perhaps he did not understand my
assurance that it would not matter if he put nis feet on it..  VWhen the bus
started a few minutés later, it was filled up by several standing in front
of door so that it was literally impossible to taeke on any more passengers.
However at each stop, there was a long opb argument between the driver and
passengers, usually soldiers who insisted upon crowding in. He refused to
start unless door could be closed. There seemed to be no provision for the
people in the towns along the way, since the bus was filled largely with
through passengers, so there was a lot to be said for their side. At ontge
place, it looked as if I might be thrown to the lions when & group of
the Ch'ing-nen-twuan, insisted that some way be provided for letting them on
to the buss Someone suggested that the foreigner be put off to make room for
them, but when the #mbbm argument’ persisted for & while, the passengers began
to come to ‘the assistance of the driver and urged them to be reasonable as
there was really no room for them., #Had a pillow to sit on, and the road was
certainly much improved from the last time, more then a year ago, when 1 went
. over the road, but at that my poor/ old fanny took quite a beating. Howcver
I've learned that the best method is to relax and bounce somewhat as one does
riding horseback, not te hold oneself too rigidly. Other buses end truck
which we met had men riding on the fenders, on the hood of the engine, even on
the bumpers, but tie diiver refused to start until his was clear. He apparenty
had very strick instructions. A Chinese crowd in such circumstances is
always amazingly patient and good-natured. We arrived at Wuhu about a helf
hour ahead of schedule,

At dinner, there was Hennah Stocks and Sylvia Whitman of the Adventist
missions, also Miss. Cassidy and Miss Rediger from the sawe mission, the two
former being refugees from a country station shreatened by the Comwunists..

In the afternoon, Pastor Chu, the D .S, called and sszid that because of the
recent heavy rainsy we would have to go by launch, would need to start early in
the morning, to be at the wharf at least by six in order to get a place on the
*boat. Later Edith Youtsey and I went down to Second Street to the church,

»to call on Miss Ting, the principal of the school, but she was not in. . E. want
me to talk to her about certain financial matters. We looked at the school
building and the work, met the teachers, and then called on rastor Cheo at

the parsonage, also found pastor Chu there and had a nice visit with him},
For_supper that night, Uulley came. I promised to stay with her on my return.
I gave Pastor Chu wy check for four million which he said he could get sent to
Hsuan-ch'eng for me through a shop which did business in bosh pdaces and wanted
the money in Wuhu. Ticket cost 685,000, Nanking to Wuhu.

May 13: Thursday. Got up at 5, too early could not gat any breakfast.
Then a long ricksha ride of about a half hour to the wharf where we had to wait
about a half hour for the D.8: Tickets however cost only $200,000. Boat was
very crowded but he found- g place for us in a boat being towed, a barge covered
with a matting roof. ‘To get onto the boat, had to step onto a raft which was
mzde of very slippery wet boards about six inches apart and onliy barely above
the surface of the water, Then he hauled me up on the boat which was about
four feet up, but I managed to make Bt, WMEs. Chang had more difficulty, as
her Chinese dress was tight and to step that high, she had to pull her dress up
and not being so tall, it was all she could do to make it. The Chinese are not
so daring and agile as I am and such things worry them. ©She and I sat on.my
duffle bag on top of which I also put my musette bag and pillow, as I am taller
and my stiff knees wouldn't stand being stretched out all day. > ip althou
long and tiressome, we finally arrived about six p. m, was not difficult.
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utlined the plan of what we were to do. At n:
for each O: ree daj there was to be a prayer meeting with churc
I to lead the first day, MIS. Chang the second, and himself the third
the afternocn, together with local people, he wanted to do some street
preaching, and in the evening, a nwai-tlan" evangelistic meeting, that
non-Christians. He said that he would take the burden of the stree
but wanted us all to help in it. The same w th the evening meetings,
is all three of us, if possible were to speak.

lay-14; Friday: Qur clocks were =zbout & nalf hour faster-than-the
local-time, I—geot up and worked for a while on my talk for the first weeting
before brezkfast. Used the-story of the Seas of Galilee and the Gead sea
as to what happens to Christians who won't work! The roof of the bullding
used for the church had fallen in during the rcent hegavy rain so that the
meetings had all to be neld in the small hall in this house. It had back-
less benches, crowed as close together as possible, so that 80-90 people
could be crowded in., On the first worning, 1 counted 14 wen. The women
were'two or three_ti@e that many but I could not count them. We finished
by sing ng Isa. 32:15. :







1 teng, page 3. : :
astor CUhi Suid he also hoped to have a special meeting at the local
primary school, conducted by the local church, which had not been satisfactory,
Also with the teachers, with the hope of giving the school a closer tie-up with
the local chureh,
o The Woman's work building was very nicely situated on a little elevation
about 15-20 feet above the street level, with a small garden (not completely

- covered with broken tile and bricks). TYormerly there was & small girls' school¥

v/

/

building on tris site as well as a D.W,. Tresidence.

The food was simple but tasty, consisting of "chang-teo" a kind of lima
bean, salt pork, eggs, and various kinds of greens, mostly frow her own garden..
we had leeks several times. No fresh meat at all, said it was iupossible to by
it there. Each morning before breakfast she brought me an egg poached in
a sweetened drink somewhat like ovamaltine. For breakfast, we had a salted
vegetable (somewhat like sauerkraut but made of another leafy vegetable) a kind
of cheese made of bean-curd, and peanuts. rs, Chang had a woman helping her
but did the cooking hérself. She speaks with a sort of a drawl which reminded
we of American southerners.

The school here a problem as it is entirely without mwission support and
the teichers get such a small salary that it really could be said to be run
on a voluntary basis. The principal is also the dean of a local government
school, a Christian, a graduate of the Boys! high school formerly conducted
fiere, but his regular job Kept him very busy so that he really gave little time
to the school, He was a member of the local church board, a second generation
Christian. His daugher was dean of the school. . 411 the reports we have had
of the school was that it was conducted in a haphazard wanner, with very little
eguipment and supervision. The local people are determined to keep it going
even on these low standards. It has about 300 students,

After supper, yesterday, we went to call on Pastor & sirs, Shen Yu-shu.
After moving here a little more than a year ago, he suffered what he considered
was a slight stroke from which he made quite & good recovery, but t is week,
he felt that he had not been so well again, 5o far as I could see, however,
he walked and otherwise got around as usual, I urged him to come to-either
Wuhu or Nanking and have a thorough examination made and end his uncertainty,

I was sure that he had years of useful service ahead of himw., He.is about 58
years old, I think, He seemed a little depressed in spirit and not so tzlkative
as usual, 4Ahey were living in a few rooms in an old hospital building there
under very bad conditions, Another building was being repaired for parsonage
an old school building, but really quite nice, but was still unfinished because
(Chu said) Shen had offended the carpenter and he refused to finish it. It
looked as if a couple of weeks work would finish it. His present quarters too
inadequate and unhealthy.  He gave me the sense that it was a sort of camping
out, that somehow he had never gotten his roots in here. I was really much
touched by his hopelessness. My guess that his sickness is mostly mental and
spiritual, and the more the pity, since he is really an able man, a gifted
speaker, and in his way, deep with a trace of the mystical in him., Such when
he loses out, seems to lose everything. He frankly adwitted to Tracey before
fhe left Nanking that he was thoroughly disillusioned and would have left the
‘ehurch if he had not been too old to get into something else,

The situation is complicated by the fact that the former pastor, Tsu
Ming-kwan, who came here first 32 years ago 1is still here, now in a supernumer-
gry relationship (or retired, I'm not sure which) and acts as if he were in
dharge. It reminds me in meny ways of the situation at Hwei Wen with old Fathe
Kiang. 'He aets as if he really owned the place. He really controls the proper
ty and finances and is in a position to make it difficult for any succeeding
pastor.

Friday, after morning service, at whieh I spoke, very briefly, but
Pastor Shen said 0. K3 since people had to g0 to their work, but felt. it was
“to0 bad, that such a targe group did not have a-better preacher, After meeting
we went to the school compound across the street and a little to the west.

They told me that the compound wall had tc be taken down and moved in about
7 feet as street was to be widened. All buildings in a bad state of repair,




