
Nanking, January 20, 1946 
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at last well enough to start to work so that I am BOLE es set up housekeeping 

q if beginning tomorrow. This is the io st x tir e | 

Chinese food, and I really haven't aindec it, but I don't “think it is ag 

1. | ontinue it indefinitely. For breakfast I eat. soft rice, with two fried 

eggs. That is not typical Chinese brea kfast, but just a con cession to my 
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foreign tastes. I also m xed up some milk powder and ate som 

porrige. 

Tive been 

one. forel 

antt say thet I cared much for either combination. Of course 

ited out a great deal but always to Chinese food. I've eaten only 

eal, mm at the American consulate. So much company food has been 

so on my digestion, I admit. I probably would do better on regular food. 

T mean everyday food. I plan to eat two meals, breakfast and dinner, 
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which will be md kK. powder. 

I wish I were doing as well in some other respects as [I @ 

For instance in the matter of a bath. If I'd “pealized how hard it was going 

be to get a bath out here, I really would have taken one berlore I ieft Spirit 
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Ce. a nese a few gestures with a wash cloth every morning, but somenow m 

p.J- to be frozen on me so I don't get very far. I keep resolving tha 

will ac. “do, put somehow never quite seem to find an auspicious occasion. 

I see it is getting around to a month or at least tT s since I got oif 

the boat. I could just as well wait to spring. However I consider myself above 

1e general level of the unwashed in that IT occasionally change my c | 

We are facing quite a serious situation here pec f high 

T expect that even with the most stringent economy, pen only. aa se products 

having almost no artificial heat, that my living is going 1 : 

much as it did in Berkeley in ieluding the rent. I pay no rent here "eithough I 

have the overhead on a house, sucn as ligh. and servants. 

The funds that were raised for the rehabilitation.of our works, sucn as 

for repair of buildings are turning out to be very inadequate because of the 

high prices. It is estimated that in the matter of building and reed both 

material and labor 
tenth of what it fo 
true of miss: 
only the mos 
broken windo 
badly in nee 
dition. 

Tell Mrs. Chaffee that I have the three pairs of curtains which she gave 

me up in my study where I live work. I expect they are»the only curtains 

in town. They fit the wincows very nicely and make the room seem less barren. 

The Chinese really dontt minc if there are curtains or not, so J am not 

worrying about the rest of the house. TI just feel better to have them up in 

the room where I spend most: of the time. 

The Chureh Committee on Kelief in Asia sent a Case of Vib&dlines Wita 

each of us and so wnenver i see anyone looking thin, or hear of someone who 

has had a rather hard time of mh it, I give them a bottle with instructions to 

take six a day. They aregreatly appreciated as it- is impossible to buy tnem 

here at any price. 
T have had a very Bad cold but tt is at last getting better. [J can't 

>C1GE whether it is better to have a fire or not. I have some wood which 

s a little damp as it doesn't burn very well and some "coal-balis" i. e. 

Oal dust mixed with clay. They will burn but don't give ort much heat. 

e best thing is to find a sunshiny spot. To really Kee 
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one American dollar will do only about one-se 

Srmerly would. -I expect that the same thing 1 

onar support. We are adopting the policy for the pr . tha 

Necess ary repairs should be made. In this house, .[ haa the 
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W pat panes fixed, but expect to do nothing more to it. It is b 
ad of paint, both inside and out, but otherwise is in good con- 
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warn with those coal’ balis would cost me about oUU a aay, and I don't kn 

T could do it then. 

In lots of ways, the work here is very encouraging. In some respect 

I feel that the church has gone ahead, especially in the matter oil seit “support. 
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There was some Gifficulties with the Javanese, altnough no actual persecu 

here. Some people were annoyed by being re dLy d T6: 

and of course tiany peopie left the church asea result But the sifting 

process was all for the good for we know now whic ame tor the loaves 

f the Chinese like to quote the Bible 

  

and. fishes as the Chi 

are new faces snd veovle who came in undel 

for any mate ga in. 
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he in thing apo ut be ing & MLSsionsary in /china is that it is 

r tne 

rely sitterent f om tha which I faced when I returnec 1 

situa tion to day is stiil different. People are returning irom 
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and taking their places among tne bP eople who staye. nere. Botn nave been 

ar m on + 4. } . my en oN ce ane vite wes ome wl Lian ates TT. a +. 2 wy Ln ie Sen 

changed by the experiences and hardships passed tnrough., rach tiihas ULE 
€ 

other suifered less. T'tve seen ever so many people wnom ] have nov se 

1937, students and church people. Many have not yet returned but most of 

them will come back when they can T think the veriod ahead is going 

entirely different from any we have faced. It will have its own pecul 

problems and difficult ties as well as its own compensations. 
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The welcome I have received tm has been a very Sincere one. fbmaimmme 

without meaning to be boastful, I stiil can say the t I think my coming nas 

been good for everyone. There is a ereat deal of discouragement ana dis- 

ililusionment about the peace. They looked forwara so rie to the end of the 

war and freedom from the Japanese that they have forgotten how corrupt their 

own govt usually is and how inefficient. It is partly that the present is 

always worse than the past. TI think there is some strong leadership in 

Chins but a lot of weakness and corruption in the lower ranks, but I- have 

feith to believe that in time things will improve. 50 I g0 around exhorting 

people not to lose hope out to hang on for a while Longer. 

Everything is very much run down ana seedy Looking. T went cut to Ginling 

College last week and toeir really beautiful bull idings looked very much neg- 

tected. and uncared for. Very little repairs have been tiade on anything for 

eight years. Places that nave been occupied by soldiers look especially bad. 

4 It wakes one sick to think about how spick and span things once were, but 

at the same time, we can be glad that our people -have survived without any 

4 serious consequence. None of the dreadful things that I nad imagined are 
a) 

4 

3. true. I nad feared very baa physical condition and while most of them 

"a suffer want, I think it hasbeen witnout serious bare arate e At least that 

«@ is the way it leoks now. I had feared they would be in baa nervous and 

_'> mental condition, but outwardiy so far as l can tell, things are as usual. 

I was afraid that the strain and stress of living would have sed und ve 

26 fri¢tion to develop between feilow workers, but if it has bee Oo, at least 

S' JT have not found it, out yet. 

This house looks very baie and forlorn. » is very little of the 

original furniture left in it, partly because I sold most of it before T 

left, and partly it has just disappeared. The kitchen has to be entirely 

reequipped, althou h the stove is still good. [ am glad for the few things 

I brou; ht. Even SO, the expense OF vane bare mininun still needed : 

to be high I was given 

ir. Kiang has boaned me 
and chairs and some apho: 
However I have enough 
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 stored chairs , is 

r myself. ‘There is one good bed left. 
I came, mostly sunshiny & brignt. 

ne Lora temper ring the wind to the shorn lamb. Fvery day 

snow. Things are very dry and the winter wheat is in need 
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OS Albert Steward, : 
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is going home soon and will turn ogver ail the res 
work over to me. JI wiii be treasurer and secretary of the 

lontt know how much actual work I am going to be avle to ao as 1 snall be 
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3a from Am. There is another woman here who came in from West China. . I expect 

od A th will be nany frou poth paac es perore iOMng. Fricase o hare THis Letter 
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