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' Hwei Wen School, Nanking, Sept. 5, 1946

D ear Friends: . . A o L e of dotashitow dood
- " 1% hag been said that it is /bad .psychology to begin a .
letter with apologies, so I shall avoid that pitfall by calling my remakis
nexplana tion.® T there 1s ever a prize offered for pinch-hitters, ex-:
pec t that on the basis of this yearts wo k, I could qualify for a high
place, for sometimes it seems to me that all I have done or tried to do
was to somehow keep. things going until the regular bearee of that respon-
sibility could arrive. Umtil you have tried such a job, you won't realize
that it is harder than taking over the job permanently. One has to avoid
comunitting the project to any line of action of which the ultimate super-
visor will not approve.
Right now, my particular bugbear is a primary school &
kinderga.rten. Itve run these before and c¢oUld again after a fasion &f
necessa ryy but we expect momentarily the arrival of the Chinese woman who
in pre-war days ran this school very successfully. She has been on the wa y
sinc e June, but because of the difficulties of securing transportation,
she is still in Chungking, hoping for either an airplane or steamer ticket.
She has sent word several times that she was arriving on such and such a dax
I say she is the one person in all the world that I want most to see right
now. So instead of working on my long overdue letters, I have been con-
ferring with a group of Chinese girls about giving examinations and the
other details of opening school.
¢ : The parcels sent arrived surprisingly promptly in some-
thing over a month, first twelve and then 9 more. There was no duty charged
just a small handling charge of about seventy-five cents a package.
¥hen I wrote that letter, I had no idea that I would receive such a
generous response. Not that I regard the Spirit Lake people as other than
generous, but I supposed that the UNNRA had gotten in ahead of me and al-
ready taken advantage of your good nature. T was therefore a little per-
plexed as to how to prpceed in distributing so many things to the best
advantage, but finally I invited a C hinese friend to help me one after-
noon. She is one of our evangelistic workers who is legving us this fall
to marry an E piscopalian minister. As a prospective bride, 1 told her
to first pick out whatever she could use. So you see, you helped outfit a
C hinese bride. First we made a 1list of the women workers and considered
what each would like and made up a bundle for her. Then we took on the
families of the pastors(the re are five appointed to various types of work
in the city¥ and considered what was suitable for them. Each :received a
large box full. We considered as far as possible giving things to persons
who culild use them without alteration. Families with boys got boys!
clothes, those with small girls got little gresses, and the one family
whe.re a baby is expected got all the baby clothes.

F ormerly Chinesegirls very rarely wore western style
clothes but now they are very common, especially a skirt & blouse costume.
S o the adaptation of these things was not as difficult as it would for-
merly have been. One mother told me hat her big girl, just enterin g
senior high school had been teasing her for a skirt & blouse but they could
not affo 4 to buy her one, so the girl was very happy when there were
two old ones in the clothes they received.

One dress went to a particularly needy case--a poor
missionary. Asshe had spent her furlou: h in San Francisco and Seattle

where the weather never gets very hot, it was very difficult to buy clothes
suitable to mhmm the hot humid summers we have here where onets dress gets
wet with pe rspiration in a short time. She had a lot of nice rayon dresses
which because they dry slowly are sticky and unfomfortable. Two dresses
just fit her and were most grgatefully received and have helped to splice
out her scanty supply of cotton dresses. She was caught between two extreme
in America, cotton dresses were difficult to find, in China they are so ex-
pensive that she could not affor@t them. I fared better than her since I

did my shopping in the middle west.




I am hoping that soue of the other places I wrote to will do as ‘well
as my S. L. friends to supply the folks I misseds Or overlooked.
I can't -tell you how much everything was appreciated by everyone.
One of them said, "These things may not seem like so much to you but
they look wonderful to us."  _You can be sure that a ldtéde of . nter
little' Chinese preacherst kids are going to be better dressed ecause
oi'your’gifts;”'Ihfthg*name“of,all of them, I say "Tiank you every . .
orieue ;o s 9751 , ; o L e

: 'Siﬁgéﬁely?&ours;” 

~‘Jessie L. Wo1¢ott_ 




