Hwel Ven School, Nanking
March 14, 1946.
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‘Dear Ruth: '
While I think of it, let me say not to mail the sweater unless

you have already done so. Another missionary, Pearl McCain wrote me and
asked if she could bring anything for me and I told her to write to you.
You probably have heard from her. The books have not yet been received,
However ordinary mail, other than airmeil, has Jjust begun to come through
and during the last two weeks, I received letters which you wrote right
after I left and early in December as well as letters dated January.

So perhaps the mail is stacked up somewhere and they will get around to
sending books and magazines soon.

You are guite mistaken about the medical book., In fact far
from crowding the exchange, she allowed me a little profit. She paid
15,000 when she should have paid only 14,500, or thereabouts. There is a
difference between buying and selling. She is one Chinese who is self-
supporting. You will recall that I begged $20 from you once to help her
buy books. A yeer later, after Pearl Harbor, she offered to return if to
me as it was still in the bank. -If I needea it, I could have it she said.
She had a job in the post office and earned her way through medical school
urntil inflation got so bad that her salary would not even pay for her bus
fare. Then she managed to get some sort of a scholarship. She gets very
low pay now, about 30,000 a month beside her board, but every other month
she takes 15 or 20 thousand and buys a medical book. However she will be
glad to get the book. I haven't seen her since I got your letter. She told
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me that she turned down an offer of 100,000 a month in a hospital in a
small eity because shefelt she needed the training she was getiing in this
present job. I think if you haven't sent the medical books, you might wait
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and see how thef other books come through if at all. I think they will all
My guess is thal they are piled up in U.S.A. somewnereifor

arrive in time.
ack of ships. I base my guess on the slowness with which folks zre coming.

Tle have had a long cold rainy spell. With fuel so expensive,

I just wish the sun would come out and warm us up before I burn up all my
fuel. The pond in our yard has enlargec itself about three times and a
lot of the yard is under water.

The Y.W. has borrowed my house for a tea party tomorrow to talk
about student relief and other student work. I think it looks pretty bad
but aprparently they don't think so. I have the covers off of two chairs
which I washed yesterday when the sun shone for a couple of hours now draped
over some -chairs by the stove trying to (et them dry before tomorrow. The
chairs are some that the Jaranese left in one of our buildings and while they
are fair chzirs, the upholstery is faded and dirty. The covers are not much
better but washing them has helped a little I hope.

Marie Bretheorst is finally enroute and should be here before the
enf of the month. I have been rather surprised to find quite a little
opposition &o her coming and even open criticism of her, which is a l1little
startling when I consider how tolemant they are of my inefficiencies.
Perhaps I am not as bad as I think. She is terribly domineering and I dread
having to live with her. Furtunately she prefers to live alone and so I aw
noping that she will manage to arrange something. It will seem strange for
us to have two separate establishments but it is deslrable. The Chinese are
trying to gether appointed to Wuhu where there is no missionary iumediately
in prospect. She told me she wanted to do country work and she could do it
from there as a center, I think she senses the opposition to her. Itis
a case where one needs a bishop to settle the matter. However I shall let
her take what work she wants and do the rest myself. Tinere is plenty for all.




I had a terribly heavy day yeste(aay and have another one tomorrow and so

I am taking it easy today Kt i rainy and cold. I have been writing
letters, mostly business ¢etters. I had trouble sleeping last night and so
don't feel like much today.

I was interested in your remakkk about sleeping pills. It is
interesting sometimes to rezlize how complex we are. - I have been thinking
about the matter of what one gets out of going to church. (oing to church
here has & real value to-me and yet all the faults are present which were
also there in the churches at home. I never get muc:ii'out of the sermons.

I think it is partly that I have a sense of belonging to Tesley church in

a way I never had at Trinity Church in Berkeley. ' Perhaps it is partly that

I come with a greater sense of need, although I ceriainly had a sort of
hunger then that was unsatisfied. T suppose -the truth is that more important
than what we get from a church service is what we bring to it. The fact is
that I really belong out here and am in fact a foreigner in America.

It is interesting how things sort of work themselves out.

You look at the whole situation and it is difficult to see how it is to be
handled, but taklng things step by step, there seems to be a way through
the maze. There is a bunch of children outside my gate who are rather g
good friends of mine, mostly little ones under -eight or nine. whenever T
go out the back gate, they surround me and talk to me. They make fun of
my white hair. They admire my gaudy wool gloves. They wanted to know why
I didn't open a school for them, and I have been wondering why I shouldn't.
8o now I am looking for a sultable teacher. It would be a commonerts
school, ‘that is just for literacy, and not follow a regular curriculum.
They would have it only in the morning, would be taught to read and write
and to sing and to play some games. I would have them all in one class and
then if next year some of them get a chance to enter some regular school,
they will have this much of a start. The difficulty is thatsuch a school
is more difficult to manage than a regular schcol. I haven't been able yet
to think of a proper teacher. I was talking to the Y.W. secretaries about
it and they offered to let me have some of their relief students. They
also promised me help on what ‘sort of a course to plan. I am thinking of
starting one in the south city too, in Wesley church. I think T could use
relief money to pay the teacher. !

I had a letter from Harry this week in which he said he was
sending me five dollars through the board and csklng me- what he could send me.
It seems that liiss Ygutsey one of -our missionaries who 11ves in wichits called
on him and so he wrote to me. I guéss you must have sent him one of my
letters. It was as if he wanted me to know that now he is in a position
to contribute to the poor missionary, instead of zs formerly to borrow money
from her. I am going to ask him to send me some good pencils. I'm very
fussy about having a pencil that is neither too hard nor too soft and I
thought I would see if he could get me some good ones. I meant to buy some
myself but didn't get around to it.

Your letters recently have been very satisfactory. Are you
keeping a carbon of them? It helps to go back and reread the letter that
is being answered. But the things I am interested to know are just the
sort of things you would tell me if you were with me, in person ‘as Jimmy
Durante says. »

I think you might get the green glaso divh@s started beCause
after all they don't represent any very great value and the substitute
I would have to buy out here are quite expensive. I think they will come
through eventually. Juniort!s sweater is another matter. I have sentimental
associztions such as I do nothave toward the green dishes. T still have
not written him. I keep intending to do so, but I think such a letter is
-hard to write. All I can think of to say is that I was wondering if he
really waBn't going to give me a sweaier. I'm not sure how he would take
that.
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