
(Excerpts from letters of Jessie Wolcott, Nanking, Chin 1a.) 
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I had a party Last night for my Sunday School teachers nere were 
of them, past and present teachers, and we ate "mekn" avediea) and 
played games and had a Santa Claus or a Chinese version of one. I asked 
he principal of the primary school to verform that job. He is an old 

man about sixty five but he was very funny a added a lot to the occasion 
We gave each one a little pocket diary and a calendar. He vresented 
each one with quite a flourish. He pranced around as only a Chinese 

GUer can. 
Goer 15, 19F9) 

      
Now that I am in en's work, I am getting acquainted with the children 
xf the neichborh they are all quite frie iy 46 te. Today as I 
went over the they ran after me yelling, so I stopped and talked 
to them a te en one littl irl named "Little Devil" ran behind 

me and I put my hand be and she grabbed it and tried to pull me back. 
I wish I could do more them. They are small, under six or seven. I 
don't want to give them things because I don't want them always begging. 

They are not desperately poor, as they are well fed and warmly icGione, 
put.,not being sent to school. bower middle class families, you know. 

2,
 

Ly Ptices are dreadfully high this winter so that there is sure to be a lot 
of suffering. Fuel is many times its normal price. Charcoal is six or 
seven times, and even grass or hay is three or four times. Coal is now 

$154 a ton. Before the war it was about $28 and last summer when we bought 
it was $70 to $85 a ton. When the coal we have is gone, we will have to 
do without. We have started the stove in the dining room, but except for 
the bathroom have not had fires elsewhere. If it should be a cold winter, 
we may need it before the weather warms up again. I figure we need it 
more in the spring when we are used to a fire than we do now when we have 

had the cold come on gradually. 

   

+. 

But for the very poor, it is a matter of getting fuel for cooking. How 

they e going to survive is a question. So many things which are 

really necessities to them have doubled or more in price 

md e 

PPoaely YG IG40) 
I had a little excitement this morning, the meaning of which I don't know. 

Before I got down to breakfast the cook alled me to say that some police- 

men Wanted to see me. When I got down they told me that there were some 

shells on the ground outside my cate. It was really the gate leading into 

the house next door, the "Bishop's" house which is now empty, the gate 
leading into thegarage. I went out to look and found just as they said, 

several, eight or ten, brass shells about a half inch in diameter and 

three or four inches lone. They lookedas if they were unexploded ond were 

dirty and corroded as al Poses had been lying about for a couple of years 

Neither they nor the servants had any idea where they ‘had come from. 

They were very volite (the police) and asked me to tell them if a thief 

had been in the house and taken anythi 

'@
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hing. But nothing was missing and l 

investigated the house next door with es finding any trace of it having 

been disturbed. My cook is also caretaker for that ates: I reported the 

matter to the consul however; just in case it has more significance than 

4+ avoears to have. + think someone picked up those shells and has kept 

them for two years and decided to get rid of them, and picked that little 

niche in the wall by that gateway to put them where they would not be 

stepped on. 

I don't worry about myself in a case like thi but it might be a plant 

to involve some of the Chinese connected Srey: the mission, my Siti tor 

stance. He may be engaged in subversive activities, but I doubt it. 

 



-:    
Anyhow, if you think I'm not enterprising, what do you know about my 
getting chilblains on Good sipio ro oe after not having had them all winter. 
Just one toe was affected and I have to sle ep with my foot sticking out to 
keep it cool, change my shoes, as often as I get one pair warmed up. It 
looks like a burn. 

er 
I have been back from Wuhu for more than a week. little boys said, 
I am so glad to get home that I am glad I went. r seems to me that one's 
own house is much more comfortable in uncomfortable weather than some one 

else's house. Anyhow, when I go away from home, I have another difficulty. 
I suppose it was my P. K. training, but my appetite suddenly increases to 
such proportions that I have ee ogy Be eave enough to eat. ly cook is 
better than most, and yet he can hardly tempt me to eat , and away fro 
home, I have to consume large Bett tice of bread and butter to stave off 
starvation. It is most embarrassing. 

One night last week, I was awakened by the most terrible racket in the 
front yard, I could hear the cook screaming and it sounded as if some one 
was trying to break down the gate. I was so scared that I almost jumped 
out of the window and climbed a tree. I c ould not imagine what it was. 
But a few minutes of listening revealed to me that the servants had caught 
a thief and were beating him with a bamboo pole which made a dreadful 
noise. The poor wretch was begging for mercy and promising never to do it 
again, so they let him go. The cook told me that a thief had annoyed them 

a great deal by stealing any little thing they left outside. He saw him 
go past his window and chased him and as he was climbing over the gate, 
knocked him off with a bamboo pole and then beat him good and hard. They 
were threatening to beat him to death when I woke up, but I guess he won't 
come back arvain soon. 

0 ta
 proud the next The cook is a very mild, prover little man, and he was 

soing to have the gate mornine as a cat is which has caught a rat. We are 
fixed so that it will not be so easy to climb over. 

I went over to see the poor children's school yesterday and saw some thing 

very cute. A couple of kids tried to bootleg in a little brother. Each 

child brought a bowl for rice and another for the Ud Saban pe which they eat. 

Two kids sat in a seat and we noticed that one had a little brother sitting 

beside him, a little big headed kid who looked like “WHenry" in the funny 

pictures. They Dut all the vegetable in one bowl, and used the extra bowl 

to vut rice in and pulled out another paid of choosticks from the desk and 

soon all were eating merrily. It was just like the Henry pictures. The 

lady in charge suggested that if they brought the little brother tomorrow, 

they woulé all be sent home. Poor little waifs, it was pare to be severe; 

but they have more than a hundred and planning on weeding out a few of the 

more ovrosperous looking ones. 

Rice is above fifty dollars now. The weather has been very dry +t . 

and there is not water enough to flood the fields, and if there is nota 

heavy rain soon, this district is in for a hard year. There has b 

drouth in Japar “this year, but there was a bumper crop here last j 

If there ig a drouth in both countries, it is hard to imagine wha 

result will be. 
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