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Prices are dreadfully high this winter so that fthere is su

of ou’*erla . is many times its normal price. Charcos

seven tiuek, nd even grass or hay is three or four times. C:,u is now
$154 a ton. war it was about $28 and last summer when we bought
it was $70 to i en the coal we wwve is gone, we will have to
do without. W ave started the stove in the dining room, bu xcept for
the bathroom ve not had fires elsewhere. If it should be a cold winter,
we may need it the weather warms up again. I figure we need it
more in the spring when w 1sed to a fire than we do now when we have
had the cold n

for the very poor, it is a matter of bing Tu for cooking. How
are going to %uTVlV@ is a question. :‘*3 rlﬂ y Which are
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I had a little excitement this morning, the meaning of which I don't know.
Before I got down to breakfast the cook called me to say that some police-
men wanted to see me. When I got down they told me that there were some
shells on the ground outside my gate. It was really the gate leading into
the house next door, the "Bishop's" house which is now empoty, the gate
leading into thegarage. I went out to look and found just as they said,
several, eight or ten, brase sheTTs about a half inch in diameter and
three or four inches long They lookedas if they were unexploded and were
dirty and corroded as i hey nac peea lying about f a couple of years.
Neither they nor th rants had any idea Hvere they ] i
They were very polite he police) and asked me f
had been in the house and taken anything. But noth
investigated the house nex door without finding any
been disturbed. My cook is also caretaker Hor tha
matter to the consul however, just in case it has
it avpears to have. L think someone picked up th
i em for two vears and decided

iche in the wall by that gateway to put
epped on.
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I don't worry about myself in a case like this
&3 b

to involve some of the Chinese connected vjuﬁ
instance. may be engaged in subversive a
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'm not enterprising, what do you know about my
n Good FlerT after not having had them all winter.
cteﬂ gné I have to sleep with my foot sticking out to
as often as I get one pair warmed up. It

r9 /?4"&)
Wuhu for more than a week. As‘€he little boys s
home that I am glad I went. t seems to me that

much more comfortable in uncomfortable weather t:ia,ﬁ
Anyhow, when I go away from home, I have another
was my P. K. training, but ay amnetite uddenly iner

J
culty getting er 1 to0 eat.
% .

that I have diffi
uoug, and yet he can h I _
haVﬁ to consume large quanti 11 es f read and butter to stave off
starvation. It is most embarrassing.

away

One night last week, I was awakened by the most terrible racket in the
front yard. I could hear the cook "1ﬁw'@: and it sounded as if some one
was trying to break down the gate. a8 8 d that I almost jumped
out of the window and climbed a tree. uld not imagine what it was.
But a few minutes of 1 1eue11n“ revealed me that the servants had caught
a thief and were beating 1 with a bamboo pole which made a dreadful
noise. The poor wretch was oegﬁing for mercy adL promising never to do it
again, so they let him go. The cook told me that a thief had annoyed them
a great deal by stealing any little thing they left outside. He saw him
go past his Window and chased him and as he was climbing over the gate,
knocked him off with a bamboo pole and then beat him good and hard. Tth
were threatening to beat hin jeath when I woke up, but I guess hewon't
come back again soon.

The cook is a very uil‘, propver 1i man, and he was as proud ¥he next
morning as a cat is which Pa rat. We are going to have the gate
fixed so that it will not

I went over to see the poor children's school yesterday and saw some thing
very cute. A couple of kids tried to bootleg in a little brother. Each
child brought a bowl for rice and another for the ve¢euawTe which they eat.
Two kids sat in a seat and we noticed that one had a little brother sitting
beside him, a little big headed kid vho looked like "Henry" in the funny
pictures. They put all the vegetable in one bowl, and used the extra bowl
to put rice in and DU‘lSQ out anothe paid of ChO)SZle“ from the desk and
gsoon all were eating merrily. ; just like the Henry pictures. The
lady in charge u““esteu tha hey brought the little brother tomorrow,
they would all be sent home. Poor little waifs, it was hard to be Levere,
but they have more than a hundred and planning on weeding out a few of the
more DITOS ﬂerou looking ones.

Rice is above fifty dollars now. The weather has been very dry this spring
and there is not water enough to flood the fields, and if there is not a
heavy rain soon, this district is in for a hard year. There has been a
drouth in Japan this year, but there was a bumper crop here last year.

If there is a drouth in both countries, it is hard to imaginé what the
result will
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