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Dear Friends: 

T sunvose that aside from Santa As sant Soha Magog Teese ge, aia 

are i f) I am probably the most “christmas-ec™ f 

he rare ae mad I find that between Dec. 19th and 28th, I celebrated 

fifteen times. 

i t Thursday we have a special meeting for women. The one jus 

wie eubic tant Live 19th, 2 oe gong nae Sipictenars be iy oer 

Christmas play for the women. hey choose 4 a eS age 

j Ca, . I never see a play in China but that o no epros 

Soslf that © uan®s plan for more of them for they are aay beige § ae 

effective teaching medium. The audience was so sympathe ts wee % 2 

tive that it did not seem to matter that it was done pee nr cago a 

scenery and costumes. We had planned as a Christmas treat for e 4 nen y 

some sweet steamed roils, filled in the center with brown a on 

a sort of swect bean paste. We had such a large attendance ha ? af eye 

the refreshments had to be spread quite a bit thinner than we had p ee 
However I think everyone went away happy. The young women in tle eee 
Day School had the exverience of working together and succes&fully putting 
on a project, and I believe derived a great deal of satisfacti on and 
benefit from their own efforts. 

The next morning the church kindergarten had a special Christmas. 
Three little wisemen, rather wierdly clothed in bright colors presented 
their gifts to the manger baby. A third little one dressed as SantaClaus 
helped to distribute little packages of sweets. 

In the afternoon, the mdher§' Club and Cradle Roll had their party. I tried te count the number of babies present, but gave it up afte the third attempt because they didn't hold still long enough. fhe prin- cipal thing on the program was a Christms story, to be told by one of taeir members, but for some reason right at the last moment the woman was unable to come, It was due to the death of her Older sister, I learned Biter, However they had a nice time even with the shorter program. The presid ent asked each one to tell what she was thankful for during the year, and one after another, told of small blessings that had come to them, of anxious hours when the baby was sick, when the mother had prayed for mehbe help and found the comfort and strength that she needed. Smell gifts were given to each child there, as well as s little pack ge of sweets, The mothers were served tea and refreshments. There were about thirty-five children sand sixty adults there, since thet twas the number prepared for and there was none left, 

On Saturday there were two School $6hristmases. The first one was in what te call a "Poor-people's school" » & school for poor children which is held only half a day. The building is used in the afternoon for a similar school for adults, which we call the Women's Helf Day School. These children on Saturday morning have a little worship service, somewhat like a Junior League, and as this was Saturday morning, they took charge of the Christmas celebration. A little boywas chairman, in fact every- thing was done by the children themselves, except that a teacher played the organ. There were all the usual features of a Christmas program, songs, little drilis, reciting of scripture, and finally a little play, in which one child explained to another child the meaning of Christmas, In the process, a blind man comes in begging, so he is politely invited to have a chair and resta while, and taught to sing a Christian hymn, and pinalty given two little packages of food, one for himself and one forhim to share with others, The play was written by one of the teachers, 
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They were then given little pacdkages of cookies _ candy ee 

and sent home. The teacher's prénciples were pu 0 a ge Sei 

the children were marching out when a real beggar ery pig tay es eae 

gome help. She gave her a package of the sweets such as — bee Pe spat 

for the children, omitting to try to teach the 014 woman to sing as th 

lit tleboy hed done in the play. 

The other school was a regular primary day school ee Beebe ome are 

more then two hundred children. Their preg ee was very nice too. ; Be 

Chinese have a form of interpretive dancing of which they wre very ey 

I was very much embarrassed to see two such perlormers appear in two of my 

old sumwer wash dresses, rather ordinary American prints, but to Veines¢ 

eyes rather pretty. The suestion is nowwhether these dresses Are apyropri- 

ate for a staid old missionary to wear, sime they seemed to be very satis- 
factory dresses for two little butterflies to flit about in. 

The next morning, this school has a special Sunday School, and at 

that time they were given their treat. Like American children, many more 
attend Sunday Sehool at Christmas time than ordinary times. 

Trat morning in church, I was much snurprised to have a young Russian 
girl come in and sit down bedi@e me. Her story was this. Her home was in 
Peking but she had gone to Shanghai three weeks before to lock for her six- 
geen year old younger brother who had run away from home. She had started 
out with two hundred dollars, and when she left Shanghai, she still had 
about eighty-five. Ong the train the day before, she had put this money 
into her suitcase for safe keeping and some time during the day somone had 
stolen it, so that she was (according to her story) left without any money 
except for a little in her purse. She had gone to a Chinese hotel the 
night before and the next morning, had started out to look for an "American" 
chureh. I could not understand how she got to Wesley church for it is 
about as far from the station as it is possible to be. I had no way of 
checking on her story and I did not know what to do with her. I did just 
what you Would have done. I took her home with me for dinner and talked 
with her. She told me that she was really an Austrian, that her father had 
left Austria in 1914 to ezcape military service and come to Harbin in 
Manchuria. As a small child she was adoped by a Russian family so that she 
had a Russian name, was a Greek Catholic by religion, My guess was that her 
story was not exactly true as she told it. She was a dancer by profession, 
she said, and I suspect that she had gone to Shanghai te look for work, 
ending up with only enough money to get to Nanking. I gave her some clothes 
since she was not dressed warmly enough for a two days journey on an unheated 
train in December, an old sweater and skirt and old padded bathrobe, We 
also gave her fifty dollar (my housemate and I) and sent her on her way with 
our blessing, telling her to come back if she ran into trouble sgain. 
I made ter pin her money into her clothes this time. She promised to return 
the money to us as soon as she got home but we will probably never see it 
for even if her story was true and she actually went t Peking, it would take 
a woile to get that much together again. So we probably will never know whetieer we were merely easy-marks or really helped a sister in distress. 

Sunday afternoon, the Epworth League had a stwrial Christmas service, and Monday morning, the children from all the schools which center about our church had a joint service. In addtion to the ones I have already mentioned, was the Junior high from the church, Everything went very nieely considering that there were not enough seats so that the children were packed into the pews until they could hardly wriggle, 

VM, Honuday afternoon, I invited the teachers of these sehools, the pastors 
and other workers to my house for a party. 
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It was a cold rainy dey but everyone came except two or three. there 

. ‘abe j fi 2) her We vlayed games and then I served 
were about thirty-Tive altogXether. fe played € 16S ro Pca ee 

what the English wohd call a “high" tea, that is “gg ho ssa hy ee 

something ke ss than a real meal. Of all the things that we ne ec 

the Chinese like, the first thing seems to be our bread, so = aac rig 

buns with meatloaf filling, then rolls with Jelly in $Hems CORSs ests 

yeanuts 2né an apple for each one. I ion "t think any of eee were able 

® teat supper . I dntended that they should have enough | —_- of 

the high prices, their diet is short on meat and sweets and irult. 

Tuesday morning, (24th) was free, but I made up for it with two 
parties in the afternoon. We have five study classes in which et 

from a nieghborhood meet together once a week to learn to read. I went 

to the first one of these on Tuesday in a Chinese house. There were 

about ten people there, women 1 should say. After tla t was over, rss 

Yeh (the 014 Bible woman) and I went to the Half Day School party. The} 

were playing games when we arrived and having a very hilarious time. 
This sehool was opened this fall, having been closed since the war. 
There are about thirty students, girls above fifteen am women and in 
these few months they have attainec to a very fine spirit of unity. 
There is no grouv of students who appreciate their opportunity to study 

as much as this one. They are in charge of a young Bible School graduate, 
Alice Tzou who is very enthusiastic about them. 

About this time, I got the happy idea of inviting the Higm other 
four home's classes to my house for a real party. Hardened as I was, you 
see, the Christmas spirit was sort of getting me. I asked the Bible women 
what she thought of that, and she at once assured me that they would love 
to come to a foreign house, since man7vy had never seen one. I suggested 
first wire one group lived sofar away that we have them in the church 
put she assured me tsat they would rather walk the longer distance and 
come to my house. There were too many for having all f ur classes on 
one day, sowe invited the Wednesday and Friday classes for Friday, and 

the Saturday and Mondy classes to come together on Saturday. Each day 
there were about thirty-five women, about as many as I had chairs for. 
i had prepared a little talk on the meaning of Christmas, but I suddenly 
decided that what they needed more than listening to my doctrine was 
to laugh and have a good time, and so I shortened my remarks to a fer 
sem ences and invited them to play games. The bible woman was just not 
too strict about limiting the attendance to regular attendants of the 
classes so that in the two days there were most of th regular attendants 
of our church, that is women, and as one fat old lady said, she laughed 
so much at the games that she reelly hurt. Most of them were poor folk 
many of them very poor (everyone is poor now). These two varties were 
sort of a fitting climax to come at the end. They carefully wrapped up 
the refreshments in their handkerchiefs and took them home instead of 
eating. They drakk large auantities of tea. Then they wanted to look at 
my house, which one old lady told me was just like he: ven after which 
she viously added, “Thanks to the grace of God." \A 

* 

I see that I have omitted Christmas day altogether, Miss Search, my 
housemate and I were invited out to dinner to the Stewards, 2 missionary 
family. Mrs. Steward was preparing to take her two small children home 
to America so the party was tinged with sedness knowing that we were soon 
to see a family divided by an ocean, In the afternoon there was a union musical service of all the churches in the city in the big Presbyterian 
church, afterward Mrs, Sone invited the Wesley choir to her house for a farewell tea, since she too was having to evacuate, The choir pledged to her that they would be faithful during her bbsence, sand for the first rehearsal at least after she had gone kept their promise by appearing at Choir practice Saturday afternoon. Unfortunately there is no one to take ner place but me and as I never sang in a choir in my life, my support is moral rather than musical! : me 

 



40 Hwang Li Gsiang, Nanking 
February 11, 1941    

  

bear Friends; 

I am going to sond this letter via the President Cooldige which leaves Shanghai 

on Feb 25th, with American postage, I am writing early because I de not know 
whether I will have time later to bet a letter in. If I don't get personal 
notes added to this, I will send them leter, when I hope I will have more time. 

My Christmas mail was very late this year, some of 1% getting here only this 
week, But it was most satisfactory to know that so many of my friends had 

enough imagination to know thet I wop~ld still be out here and would greatly 

enjoy a letter. 

When the Coolidge sails next week, our Methodist group in this conference will 

lese three more, Misses Nagler, Joy Smith, and Luju Golisch, and Edith Youtsey, 
four I mean, It is going to be a regular Central China Conference boat. That 

leaves no woman worker in Wuhu, Clara Bell Smith in Chinkiang, and three of us 

im Nanking, Harriet Whitmer et Ginling College, Bianche Search, who really 

belongs to Kiangsi conference in the Bible Sehool, and myself in general work. 

There are in Nanking, two G.B, missionaries, one a doctor, and the other 

connected with the University. 

As for my future plans, I'm still unable to tell you anything very definite. 
I hope if the vorst comes to go into "Free" China, possibly to West China, but 
it is becoming incrsasingly difficult to get there, so that in the ond I may 

also have to come home. I hopé it will not be necessary for i have been back 

only two years and would prefer staying out here a little longer if it were 

at all possible. 

I thought for a while of @ plan ef going inlend inte Anhwei, settling somewhere 

far enough away to be safe from bombs, but still in this general neighborhood. 

Two members of the Christdan Adventist Mission have done that, When I was in 

Wuhu I considered it, and tried to get all the information I could, It seemed 

to me to be a not impossible possibility. (That sounds almost like Pheinhold 

Neibuhr.,) However as the things stand now, there is no one who can go with 

me, and it does not seem wise to try it alone. I would enjoy doint it, > ae | 
heave to leave here. | 

Therefore as things stand now, I am going to stay on here for the present. 

if nothing happens, I'll be here, and if something comes, I'il hope that there 

Will be an opportunity to get away somewhere, and if there is none, I suppose 

I shali just have to take what comes. After all, I am not the first who has 

had to stand up against a difficult situation, and my experience is that some- 

how ono always has the strength to meet what one has to meet. 

Howsver if war comes, and you do not hear from me, don't jump to any nesty 
conchisions that I am in an intermment camp. There are a number of other 

possibilities. One is that I could hide somewhere in the city. Several 

Chinese have intimated to me that they are thinking of that possibility for 

me. Another is that I might start on a thousand mile walk or so to West Chinas. 

I'm not so young as I once was, and don't make the same speed ss I once was 

famous for, but I still can go at & pretty good rete, Perhaps on a bgeycle. 

The third possibility and probably the most likely ome is that pressure will 

be put on us by the American Governmeng to leave, snd we wiil probably obey. 

 Qur missionary group is sadly depleted. There ary three Presbyterian ladies, 

one doctor and one general missionary, beside Mrs, Thurston at Ginling College. 

Miss Bauer and Miss Hind in the hospital, Mr. and Mrs. Matti in the Friend's 

mission, Mr. and Mreé. MacCallum in the Christian Mission, and Mr, Forster in 

the Episeapal. There is also Mr. Sone, 5. M. E. who is however due soon for 

 


