40 Hwang Li Hsiang, Nanking, Jan.2, 1941

Dear Friends:

T sunnose that aside from Santa Claus (withtwhom gnwouidogogngliigme
N nys \ bably the most "christmas-ed”™ pers i
?:5;3 :ha¥ between Dec. 19th and 28th, I celebrated

to compare myself) I a
if not in the world.
fifteen times.

Tt day we have a special meeting for women. The og? Just
beforﬁvg€¥h5:;£:, %he 19th, I iagitedhthe Halgh?igszcgggiigg g§e£?§§eis
Christmas play for the women., IThey choose a £ .

i a . I never see a play in China but that I do pot reproac
33§;§§miﬁa€q§oéon't plan for morg of them for they are cerpalnig a Ygrxic_
effective teaching medium, The audience.was so sympathetic ?tl agy eciza
tive that it did not seem to matter that it was done almost W1Laou"
scenery and costumes. We had planned as a Christmas treat fpr the Eomen,
gsome sweet steamed rodbls, filled in the center with brown sagaftag gt
a sort of sweect bean paste. We had such a }arge.attendance tha ay v;nd
the refreshments had to be spread quite a bit thinner than we had plamed.
However I think everyone went away happ#. The young women in @1 e Half .
Day Scheool had the exverience of working together and succesffully putting
on a project, and I believe deriwed a great deal of satisfacti on and
benefit from their own efforts.

The next morning the church kindergarten had a special Christmas.
Three 1ittle wisemen, rather wierdly clothed in bright colors presented
their gifts to the manger baby. A third little one dressed as SantaClaus
helped to distribute little packages of sweets.

In the afternoon, the mdhersd' Club and Cradle Roll had their party.
I tried to count the nugber of babies present, but gave it up afte
the third attempt because they didn't hold still 1 ong enough. The prin-
cipal thing on the program was a Christm s story, to be told by one of
th eir members, but for some reason right at the last moment the woman was
unable to come, It was due to the death of her older sister, I learned
b ter, However they had a nice time even with the shorter program.
The presid ent asked each one to tell what she was thankful for during the
year, and one after another, told of small blessings that had come to thenm,
of anxious hours when the baby was sick, when the mother had praved for
hedde help and found the comfort and strength that she needed, Smsll
gifts were given to each child there, as well as g little packs ge of
sweets, The mothers were served tea and refreshments. There were sbout
thirty-five children and sixty adults there, since that %¥zs the number
prepared for and there was none left,

§aturday there were two School pehristmases, The first one was
2L We call a "Poor-people's school™ » 2 school for poor children which
only half a day, The building is used in the afternoon for a
similar‘gchool for adults, which we call the Women's Half Day School.
These children on Saturday morning have a little worship servic e, somewhat
like a Junior League, and as this was Saturday morning, they took cbarge'

of the Christnas celebration. A little boyw as chairman, in fact every-

thing was done by the children themselves

hemse Ss except that a teacher nlaved
the organ. Ther? were 2ll the usual features of a Christmas prog}amf
songs, little drilis, reciting of scripture, and finally a little play,

in which one child explained to another child the meaning of Christmas
In the process, a blind man comes in begzing, =0 he is politely invitea to
h?veﬂﬁ chglr and resta while, and taught to sing a Christian h&mn; and

finally glyep two little packages of food, one for himself and one forhim
to sha?e with others. The play was written by one of the fcachers. .




They were then given little pacﬂkgges of cookies an% candy ;n% pia;gzié
and sent home, The teacher's principles were put o a rga_ esd g
the children were marching out when a real beggar wandere hinban. ~r':o§éi
some help. She gave her a package of the gwgcts such as 2au been f Eﬁé“ ¢
for the children, omitting to try to teach the old woman to sing as Th

1it tleboy had done in the play.

The other school was a regular primary day school 1n.“h1%h thegg are
more than two hundred children. Their program was very nice too. ; ed
Chinese have a2 form of interpretive dancing of Whlch they wre very fond.

I was vervy much embarrassed to see two such pgriorme?s appear in two of my

0ld summe r wosh dresseg, rather ordinary Amerlcanwprlnts, but to Chi?es? s

eyes rather pretty. The guestion is nowwhether these drgsses are appropri-
ste for 2 staid 518 missionary to wear, sime they seemed to be very satis-
a6 for two littls butterflies to flit about in.

The next morning, this school has a special Sunday School, and a2t
that time they were given their treat., Like American children, many more
attend Sunday Sehool at Christmas time than ordinary tires.

That morning in church, I was much smurprised to have a young Russian
girl come in and sit down bedide me. Her story was this., Her home was ip
Peking but she had gone to Shanghai three weeks before to look for her six-
feen year old younger brother who had run away from home. She had started
out with two hundred dollars, and when she left Shanghai, she still had
about eighty-five, Ong the train the day before, she had put this money
into her suitcase for safe keeping and some time during the day some one had
stolen it, so that she was (according to her story) left without any money
except for a little in her purse. She had gone to = Chinese hotel the
night before and the next morning, had started out to look for an "American®
church. I could not understand how she got to Wesley church for it is
about as far from the station as it is possible to be. I had no way of
checking on her story 2nd I did not know what to do with her. I did just
what you would have done. I took her home with me for dinner and talked
with her. She told me that ghe was really an Austrian, . that her father had
left Austria in 1914 to emcape military service and come to Harbin in
Manchuria. As a small child she was adoped by a Russian family so that she
had a Russian name, was a Greek Catholic by religion, My guess was that ner
story was not exactly true as she told it. She was a dancer by prefession,
she said, and I suspect that she had gone to Shanghai to look for work,
ending up witk only enough money to get to Nanking. I gave her some clothes
since she was not dressed warmly enough for a two days journey on an unheated
train in December, an 0ld sweater and skirt and old padded bathrobe, Ve
also gave her fifty dollar (my housemate and I) and sent her on her way with
our ble ssing, telling her to come back if she ran into trouble sgain.

I made 'er pin her money into her clothes this time. She promised to return
the money to us as soon as she got home bui we will probably never see it

for even if her story was true and she actual ly went ® Peking, it would take
a waile to get that much together again. So we probably will never know
whetleer we were merely easv-marks or really helped a sister in distress.

Sunday afternoon, the Epworth League had a smeial Christhas service,
and londay morning, the children from all the schools which center about our
church had a joint service. In addtion to the ones I have already mentioned,
was the Junior high from the chureh. Everything went very nicely considering
that there were not enough seats so that the children were packed into the
pews until they could hardly wriggle. :

Yonday afternoon, I invited the teachers of these schools, the pastors

1~ o

and other workers to my house for a party.




3

it was 2 cold rainy dsy but everyone came excgpt two or th?ee.l Ther?’
were %Unut thirtv-five nltogXether. We played g¢me§‘nnd t@e? . sgrz&s
what the English wolidd eall a "high" tea, that is quite a lot ;o eat b:
something ¥ s=s than a real meal. Of all the things that we @a\ez 091?:
the » the first thing seems ?o bq our pread, 80 lihau ilg;-
buns with meatloaf filling, then rolls with jelly in them,1c¢<e, Cﬁ?&i“
me anute 2nd an apple for each one. I ion't think any of them were able

] hev should have enol Because of
2) ﬁﬁet sSupper . I dntended that they should have enoagh.1 }Fggasc 0
the high prices, their diet is short on neat and sweets and fruit.

Tuesdayv morning, (24th) was free, but I msde up for i& w1t? tﬁo
parties in the afternoon. he_have five study Slafaeg in Nwi?@ NO?G?r~t
from a nieghborhood meet together once =z WCCk'uO learn to rggu. I wen
to the first one of these on Tuesday in a Chinese house. There were
about ten people there, women I should say. *After tla ¥ was over, ;rif
Yeh (the 01d Bible woman) and I went to the Half Day Sgnoo} parﬁy. T
were playing games when we arrived and having a very h}larlous time.
This =chool was ovened this fall, having been closed since the war.
There sre about thirty students, girls above fifteen anml women and 1in
these few months they have attained to a very fine spirit of unity.

2 +

There is no group of students who appreciate their opportunity to study

Y @
e

X S :
as mueh as this one. They are in charg f a young Bible School graduate,
Alice Tzou who is very enthusiastic '

About this time, I got the happy idea of inviting the Hgf other

four home's classes to my house for a real party. Hardened as I was, you
gsee, the Christmas spirit was sort of getting me. I asked the Bible women
what ghe thought of that, and she at once assured me that they would love
to come to 2 foreign house, sinece man/y had never seen one. I suggested
first wirc e one group lived sof ar away that we have them in the church
but she assured me that they would rather walk the longer distance and
come to my house. There were too many for having all H ur classes on

one day, sowe invited the Wednesday and Friday classes for Friday, and
Yhe Saturday and liondy clacses to come together on Saturday. Each day
there were about thirty-five women, shout as many as I had chairs for.

I had prepared a lititle talk on the meaning of Christmas, but I suddenly
decided that what they needed more than listening to my doctrine was
to laugh and have a good time, and so I shortened my remarks to a few
sert ences and invited them to play games. The Bible woman was just not
too striet about limiting the attendance to regular attendants of the
classes so that in the two days there were most of the regular attendants
of our church, that is women, and as one fat old lady said, she laughed
so much at the games that she reslly hurt. Most of them were poor folk
many of them very poor {evervone is poor now). These two Harties were
sort of a fitting elimax to come at the end. They carefully wrapped up
the refreshments in their handkerchiefs and took them home instead of
eanting. They drskk large quantities of tea. Then they wanted to look at
ny house, which one 0ld lady told me was just like he ven after which
she piously added, "Thanks to the grace of God."

I see that I have omitted Christmas day altogether, Wiss Search, my
housemate and I were invited out to dinner to the Stewards, 2 missionary
family. Mrs, Steward was preparing to take her two small children home
to America so the party was tinged with sadness knowing that we were soon
to see a family divided by an ocean., In the afternoon there was a2 union
mugiecal service of all the churches in the city in the hig Preshyterian
church, afterward Mrs, Sone invited the Wesley choir to her house for a
farewell tea, since she too was having to evacuate, The choir pledged to
her that they would be faithful during her bbgence, =znd for the first
reh§ar9ﬁ1 at least after she had gone kept their promise by appearing at

no1lr practice Saturday afternoon. Thfortunately there is no one to take
leT place but me and as,% never sang in a choir in my life, my support is

rather than musical!l




40 BEwang Li §siang, Nanking
February 11, 1941

Dear Friends:

I am going to sond this letter via the President Cocldige which leaves Shanghai
on Feb 25th, with American postage, I am writing early because I de not Imow
whether I will have time later to ket a letter in, If I don't get personal
notes added to this, I will send them leter, when I hope I will have more time.

My Christmes meil was very late this year, some of 1% getting here only this
week., But it was most satisfactory to know that sc many of my friends had
enough imagination to know thet I wopld still be ocut here snd would greatly
enjoy a letter,

When the Coolidge sails next week, our Methodiest group in this conference will
lose three more, lMisses Nagler, Joy Smith, and Lulu Golisch, and Edith Youtsey,
four I mean, It is going to be a regular Central Chinsa Conference boat. That
leaves no woman worker in Wuhu, Clara Bell Smith in Chinkiang, and threo of us
in Nanking, Herriet Whitmer at Ginling College, Bianche Search, who really
belongs to Kiangsi conference in the Bible School, and myself in general work.
There are in Nenking, two G.B., missionaries, one a dgoctor, and the other
connected with the University.

As for my future plans, I'm still unable to tell you enybthing very definite.

I hope if the Torst comes %o go into "Free" China, possibly to West China, but
it is becoming incrsasingly difficult to get there, so that in *he end I may
also have to come home, I hopé it will not be necessary for I have been back
only two years snd would prefer staying out here a little longer if it were

at all possible.

I thought for a while of & plan of going inlend inte Anhwel, seltling somewhere
far enough away to be safe from bombs, but still in this general nelghborhood.
Pwo members of the Christdan Adventist Mission have done that, When I wes in
Wuhu T considered it, and tried to get 2ll the informetion I could, It seemed
to me to be a not impossible possibility., (That sounds almost like Fheinheld
Neibuhr,) Howover as the things stand new, there is no one who can go with
me, and it does not seem wise to try it alone. I would enjoy doint it, If I
have to leave here.

Therefore as things stand now, I am going to stay on here for the present.

if nothing happens, I'1l be here, and if something comes, I'1l hope thet there
will be an opportunity to get away somewhere, and if there is none, I suppose
I shall just have to take what comes, After all, I am not the first whe has
had to stend up against & difficult situstion, and my experience is thalt some-
how one always hes the strength to meet what one has to meet.

Howsver if wayr comes, and you do not hear from me, don't Jump to any nesty
conchaisions that I am in an internment eamp., There are a number of other
possibilities., One is that I could hide somewhere in the clty. Several

Chinese have intimated to me that they are thinking of that possibility for

me. Another is that I might start on a thousand mile walk or so to Test Chinag.
I'm not so young as I once wes, and don't meke the same speed &g I once was
famous for, but I still can go at & pretiy good rate. Perhaps on a bgeycle.
The third possibility and probably the most likely one is that pressure will

be put on us by the American Governmeng to leave, snd we wilil probably obey.

Our missionary group is sadly depleted. There ar~ three Presbyleriean ladies,
one doctor and one general missionary, beside Mrs, Thurston at Ginlirg College.
Miss Beuer and Miss Hind in the hospital, Mr. and Mrs, Mettl in the Friend's
miseion, Mr, and Mre, MacCallum in the Christian Mission, and Mr, Forster in
the Episcapal., There is also Mr. Sone, 5. M. E, who 1# however due soon for




