
49 twang li Usiang, Nanking, Nove 25, 1949 
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Denar Friende: 

i ¥now you are wondering what is te become of me and your other frie s 
in the Tar Fast. Of course we are wondering too, and reslly are still in 
the situstion# where we must say I don't know. We are not planning right 
not, novever to take our departure, but our plans sre all very tentative and 
subject to change without notice. Those of us, like myself, who have no 

special reason for wanting to go home, no hedth problem, and are recently 
back from furlough will stay on as long as possible, and then probably will be transferred into "Free" China, probably ‘vest China. 

I don’t know if I told you that since July I have had «a new job, different from any previously held in wy checkered caresr. I took over the wrk of a 
migsiomry tho went on furlough, and the list of schools of which I am prin- 
cipal is (if I do say so myself) impressive. Beside thet I heve the evan- 

gelistic work in a big city ehurch. In fact I heave so many jobs that all I 
lave time to do is to run fusm one to the othe with no time to stop and 
do snything. iI smooth down the feathers of those in one school, only to find th t a little difficulty has arise elsewhere and I have to start all over again in the next place. 

But seriously it is very interesting and very stimulating and I am just 
sick at the thought of going eff and leaving it. In fact that thought does not 
eecur to me as often as it should. I expect I am indulging in some wishful 
thinking when I assure myself {and anyone else who will listen) that nothing 
is going to hapsen, and that we won't have to go after all. Something like 
hoping it is all a bad dream and isn't true after all and in just 2 minute we will wake up and everything will be heap py. 

However = situation like this has its values. It makes everyone stop and 
take stock, like the man in the parable who was starting to-Wulld a house, to 

see if we can see the job through. It has been very ineptrisg to see the 
reaction of our fellow workers. We can €%, but they have to stay and take what comes, certainly. some umm insecurity of income, and possibly persecution, 

the job and keeping things going as long as they can. SD all, 

     

  

     

& Tew miscionaries, cspecially in North China, men and women, have decided to stay, te t it is their duty to stay regardless of whatis shead. Most_oefoug_ take the attitude thet we will stay as long as we ean be of servic e, bit that ~ 

the time is likely to come when we will mot only not be able to do-anything, 
vat th t we will be an actusl source of enbarrascment to our Chinese Seay 4 workers, The Chinese are rather urgent that we should ag vines linen ge 

actually gets serious, It seems to me that it ig a mtter for each person t 
decide for himself, and t decide if he has the resources, spiritual ai physical to see such a thing through. Some peosle have and others have not. 

The group which ig hit the haréest are the married folks. Women with chil- 
dren of necessity needto take their children with them, but thet means the separation of families. The wives hate to go and the husbands hate to be left. 
It may be years before they will be united again. If war eames they (husbands) would try to get out into free territory and make their way west, and it would be months before snyone would ‘now what had hapoened to them. in the meantime we sare going on as if nothing was going to happen. We 

are making clans to turn 211 responsibility over to the Chinese @ far as possible, and making such finaneisl clens as are possible for their future. i am going to give everything away if I leave, Se aeeee gee en eer 
things I left, That surely ought to make me fecl like Santa Claus or same- 

‘ I've always wanted to fecl like somebody importemt and body iuportan 
Pik ee eave oe oad 

 


