
  

October 2, 1940. 

Dear Family: 

I see it is time to tear another page off of the calendar and start another letter on its Journey to the U. Ss. A. 

First news is thet I have aequired a housemate. It seemed eX= pedient to do so, since my electric light bill was more than I paid altogether for living two years ago. fo have someone to divide it with me, ought to help. Her name is Blanche Search. She igs teaching at the Bible School, but really belongs at Nanchang to which pleee she is not able to return because of the war and her somewhat uncertain health, I think we will enjoy living together. We meet only at meal times sime our work leads us in different places, 

Second news is not go good, that I may lose my good cook, The house next door which has been occupied by a German refugee doctor has been rented to the French Consul, and since my cook is living in the servant's quarters of that house, he will either have to go to work 
for the ner occupants or move out. He is none to anxi ous todo either, 
However I seen my duty end done itnoble, as they say, and asked the newcomers if they wished to hire him, and they have said "perhaps. * 
The German femily has not yet found another house to move into, so 
things are ag they have been and will be so for a few weeks. I wish 
the status quo could continue until after October 22nd which is conference 
but I suppose the change wll cime Just about that time. The cook is as 
independent as a4 hog on ice and says he will try them for & month and if 
he does not like them, will come back to me. Since they will pay him 
seventy or eight where I pay him only thirty, you can see how I rate, 

I certainly dontt like the recent foreign poticies of the U.S.A, 
All last year, I kept my suitcase packed so that I could leave on a short 
notice, but now I am wondering if I shoulda not return to that cusbm. 
And my goodgess, I've got my wirter coal all bought, so it seems to me that 

I ought to be let use that up before getting out. The local newspapers 
which are of course controlled by a certain country as the Chinese say 
have it that all Americans will be out of China in a month. So be pre- 
pared for the worst. By the time you get this, E may be going somewhere, 
Only goodness, I do hope not. Just when I'm getting a little bit eas ier 
with my Chinese, 

Last week Friday and Saturday there was a special meeting under the 
auspices of a special committee called the National Christian Hom s Comhi tte 
Each church sent delegates and is suppose to put on a Christin homes 
program of some sort, One day we learned to cook. Because of the high 
price of rice, the Chinese in this pert of the country are being forced to 
eat ma e flour produects, and since they donot know how to cook them, they 
are heving to leery from the Northern Chinese who live largely on flour 
mde thims. So that day we learned to make some common flour things. 
I got my hand in it too, just to see if it was difficult end found that 
it was not. We are going to invite for our ehurch some northern women to 
teach the women in our church how to make some of their steamed bread and 
other things. The northerners say that they can eat wheat for a hundred 
days and not have the same thing twice. The people here only know how to 
make three or four different kinds, I shall buy materials ®r them and at 
our midweek meeting have a cooking class. I+ will have to be October 17th 
in case you are interested, 
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ft have been concentrating on the church wor! these past two weeks, l have things pretty well organized now, 1 feel and hope that we ean 
Ss delayed by the fact that we 
ehobl {Joy's School) to 

c 
he 
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be al really get to doing something som, 9I wa were going to use students from the Bible oY ; help us. The pastor conplieated things a lot by deciding to put some- thing on for the students of the school that afternoon too. 

Je ally school was dismissed on “ednesday afternoon and we had the place to ourselves for the women's work, At two o'clock there were classes and at three a service. But the Bible School wanted us to change our day to Thuredey, sinee that wag the Gay they hada greed on for practice work for their students. There seemed no reason why we should no do’so, and so we made the change last week fran Vednesdsy to Thursda Ve 

The @ stor asked me to be responsible for the primary st&ool students and for the Classes for the woneanand girls. Fortunately I was able to get four helpers from the Bible “ehool,. We mve thus two classes for junior high school Girls, one for fifth and sixth erace boys and one for fifth and sixth grade girls, one for the half day school students (girls) ana then a number for womene These are 
divided seeording to their religious attainment, old members, new members, ond {lliterntes. The last group is divided up into four or Tive groups and are jearnimg to rend, they are my @ ecial problem and I hone to see then make a little progress this year, They are also newcomers into the church for the most pert. 

"e found on Thursday when we started to put our plans into operation that there were some students in the fifth md sixth grades who were tuo big to be put into the recular classes which we have hai with these students. I put the girls sho were fewer in number wi th the high school Eroupss but the boys were too many and the pastor asked 
me to get a special teacher for them, He had no idea of whom to ask, but I final ly got a teacher from the Bible School, I seem to be drawing pretty ‘we avily on them this year, having got a housemate, a man teacher and four student teachers from them in one week. I'm trying to serew ap courage to ask if they can give me a wan to teach 
themen's Sundsy School Class which the pastor is now teaching. f don't think he should have to do that when he is also pre aching, ¥@ also have what we Call "HOmes* classes, really neighbar hood 
classes, and the vast week I have been attending them in a Bs0rt of Opening of sh ool exercise, Ye bought a little tea for them and had 
a little program, I+ Yan into three weeks before I got to all five 
of them heesuse of the Mid-autum festival and some Other things which conflicted, There are between ten and fifteen in each class. I think they have a good time and they are learning to read a little slowly it seems to més. If we could put some Yealiy good teachers in them, they could be madé quite worth while. The only Group that had gotten past the first two books was the one which had a Bible sehool gracuate in charge of it, Some of them are still in the first book, The Bible woman, Mrs. Yeh attends them all and keeps then going pretty 
much. She goes out ana rouncs up the students, If someone is not there she coez and finds sut why, and if there is no good reason, she 
makes them come, 

 



omy Iiy three English classes rather suffered from neglect last 
week since these other activities came at the same time. They 

are rearranging the schedule so that I hope to get to them a 
little more regularly. 

ish class with the teachers which I have 
i meet on Monday and Vednesday and will 
i meet at fourthirty in the afternoon. I'm 
er on ‘tuesday afternoon for outsiders, 

that is young people who are not in school. I know of three of 
four na at are possibilities and after a thing gets started there 
are always more who come. 

z Aalsp have an En 1g. 

not yet started. It wi 
begin next week. It wi 
considering having anoth 

re ey Fae) 

ihe Healt day school started with less than twenty students 
and now it has th dety = Sevens Alice Tao, the girl in charge of it, 
is very pleasec about ae Whenever we conie across 2 girl or young 
woman who is not in school or who has never learned to read, we 
urge her to come to this school. They, Mrs. Yeh and Hiss 720, = end 
two mornings a week liing on church members and doubtless she has 
gotten a few as a result of that. Last week in vidting these hore s 
@iasses I found ac ouple who said epee woubd come, My idea i that 
we have a definite duty toward the church people on the matter of 
education. Ye ought ® sec that their children are not only in school 
but in a Christian school, 

i started my medical cj&ss again Liab pom They are boys who work 
in the clinies which are held in the various churches of the city. 
The one in our smim@on church is dsoeetaiiy 3 for diseases of the eyes 
and according to their report, they treat more than a hundred 2 Gays 
about three thousand a month, Their char ‘ges are very low as they are using Ry stain’ bo of little training. But they learn to treat ¢ 

rery COMMON, @.e J. trachoma. Dr. Li, th 
cing a really constructive pbece of work. 
boys whom he considered esvecially promisme and 
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<< them 1m Sees? day. There are two of them in my Junior III 
be fans 7 ¢ i ~ -* a ‘ wndta tt v yee Sed = es ik : , 

CLASS. evepal ers which I + Lught Ja st year are also in : ns 
SCa09 is term, 

Conf erence comers in two weeks, Two weeks after this one j shiv Ten ert of 7 i we ou r Hi eh 107 De The bi e are 3 ome a et iwi ti es hal 

€ carried ‘alk bef ore that, 

 


