40 Hweng 14 Hsiang, Ranking, Aug.18, 1940

Dear Friendss

I em writing this from Chinkiang, a nearby mission station where I have came
week's reste This has been a very hot summer md it has been dif ficult ® rme to got away
for any length of imee I am new on the job md in ad#tion, I have two new workers help
get started, one a day shhool supertitor, and the otle r an evan ro-
sult has been that I have been needed at h
It has been umsually d
below normal, and the hot spells have been long
Usually there are oons that come every week or two which ha
us off (beside bl down trees ad such3 but this year there

I have plannedfor
day school, that ig a school in the afternoon for women
for education. It is really an adult education projeet
the Bible Teacls rat
em ntry sts ion.
There is in additim
ait ~ bl:: ﬂ;o & urch itself, is
rimary and junior igh sehool, but I have no s al respon-
sibility for that. I shall teach a little English eonversatien for the sabpegi‘ 50tt:§; ac-
quainted with the students.

to read, mostly old women. ey

Mrse Yeh, the old Bible wommm attends them every week,

When the weatle r gets cold, we open a bath house, where women san get a bathfor a few cart s,
Th» re are public bathhouses where nen may go, but none $r women, and those in poor homes
have no facilities in cold weather for bathing,

As there are many poor
dustrial worke It has
they em earn a 1% tle.
is used locally. I'm a

do
I e 1d put Pifty cents worth of work on each doll add still have
and materdale They would be dressed in Chinse costumes, and I hope
messengers of good will to Standerd Bearers end otherse I have decided that th eoptimum
length is ebout six inches. Smaller % an that is too hard to make, and larger talkes too
mich material. But they are still in the process of évolution, If I am successful, I may
send you one as a samplee This is a sort o & gamble, or a vertwre of faith, on my part,
far I must finance it myself, either out of my own money or out of personsl gifts. But
if a satisfacotry doll could be rroduced, I believe that & e scheme has possibilithes,
I would nothope to mice ap profit, but just to ever cost & materiel end labor, so that
We could give tie se poow women a little help to tide them over these difficult days,

Last night, the two of us slept outdoor in the bright moonlight. We had mosquito
nets over the beds, and it was really the first comfortable and restful night I've had for
a long time. We got up at daylight and cams in. I was really a little Bt cold, but the
house vms still hot md stuffy so that I got up about seven o'clock rather thamm lie in
bed and sweate But I felt soc muoh more refreshed than I usually do after sweltering all
night.




Page two is three days later them page one, but the writeris much more relaxed
and rested, so s re's hoping that t he delay is all for the g00de T have now slept
tiree nights out of doors in the igh 1d veryrefreshing anes they were too,

Iz the momming I streteh i iong chair under the t rees and look a%

of the city inthe v yellaw waters of the Yengtse in the distance and
feast my soul on quiet. I'vebeen so busy these last two months that I ealize how
mwch I need to shop md tdke stook and ® remember from wience is my source of strenth.

I » ent sane Hime this spring callingwith #s Bb le women in the homes of the
church members. The re is something I suppose about the very poor that is very
touching, Their willingness to share with those mar e needy than themse¥Bs, tip ir
appre¢ation of the little thet one ¢an do for theme It ig impossible to describe
their homes, crowded, dirty and baren of even the simplest comfris, And yet they
welcomed us as if to g palace,

All of the churches in the city were given money to open a class for very poor
ehildren, who because »f the high eost of living werenit getld ng emugh to eat,
They were given a good meal, all 4wy couldeat ang kept for a couple of hours inwhich
they were taught sa g8, told stories, etc, There were about a hundred in the group
which our church took cam of. The teathing was al1 volunteer work, done by the
youngpeople and church memb ors, teking turn and warn about,

Boromic cond tions arealways bad out here but they were many times worse thow
because of the fall in the value of the local curreney, There are ma y unemployed
and ma y whose income has not risen. Prices on the necessities of life have risgen
many times. Ruce, their usual staple of diet is out of sight and dif Picult to get
at a y price. Usually it sells for six to ten dollars, but this par the priceshas
ranged from twenty-five to eighty. Fuel , 0il, meat, amd everything have risen +o
four or five their na mal value. The burden falls especially on the families with
children. Th re has been a 1ittle relief money available, but itis difficult to
know how to dispense it.

I am afraid thet my frieni swill feel that they are getting more thanm their
share of my proglem whem I change jobs like #his, Things that to a more expe rienc wd
worker would be talen as a matter of fact, stand up 1like hugh mount ains to me. But
Ian greatly thrilled by the fact that I am & last in this kind of work for I feel
vhat it is going to be Veryrewarding. I have been deeply touched by the needsof
thse women, spiritual amd physical, and at the same time am overwhelmed by the sense
of my inability to do much for them. But over amg over agein I have had the won der-
ful experience of somehow finding courage in the midst of diseouraging dirsumsbances.
I gotobed feeling that the barden is more than I ean carry, and 1 wake up the next
morning to find that the strength has been given for enother day. MAs thy days, »
shall thy strength be." I know thst you remember to pray for me, md I hope you

will esp cially not farget to do so during the next few months vhen I an taking over
tle respmsibility for this new work B

This is a borrowed typewriter, much better then my old Remington, it somehow
not sowell adjusted to my touch. At least there seem to b ¢ more than the um al nunb er
of mistakers. Anyhow, let that be my elibi, it is as good as anye

With love, Jgesie




