Wabhu, China, June 1, 1940
Deer PFriends:

“I-have come up here for z weck's rest md am taking advantage of
the time to get some lbtters written, Wiss Bretherst is threatening to
turn o er the books and most of the responsibility to ms Hhen I return
but e wanted me to get awey for a 1lititle rest basfors she goe s,

I don't know 1f I told yo: that I hava mw 8, Ny address now is
40 Hwang Li Hslang, Nanking, A couple went on furlough this spring and
offered their house to me fully fumished and syulpped 1f I would agree
to liwe in it while they are away, 4t was too tempting an opportunity
to P2 turned down d though I wasn'+ sure how 1 would lie living slone,
It & nesrer my place of work end is therofore ma e convenlent gs well
a8 belrg more quiet. But I decided thet since I hed mn ny points of
contact throush my wo¥k, there was no chence of mg getting lonely,
Alsc I soon acqyuired a cat, a small kitten named Oscar Vay Ofceanwave
who sess to it that I don't gat lonely, I gave it thne name of Oscar
before T dizcovered its sex, and tried to correct my mistake by adding
the kay. Bubt the name, I % ink is rather nice for = cet, 7

I think I told you about my new appointment to evangelistic w rk
at Wesley Church, 1 have sSpent the past rthres months trying to ges
acquainted with wmy job, I decided that I needed to know the members of
the church betier and sb the Bible women en d I have sterted out b ecall
on all of them in % eir homes, We sre geing o go every Monday and
Thursday morning for two hours , nine to eleven. We have done 1t just
twice and 1% has been very Interestlng, 4And I beli-ve very profitable.
The people are =0 friendly end are really glad b hsve us come, Krs,

Yie , the B, W, is e o014 lady about sixty, very deaf, but very grestly
loved by the peopie,

We called Thursday on en old ledy whe wes very 111 amd in great psin
i what I zuess wes srthritls, She wes very dls couraged snd vhen we
Tame in, begm © cry. Mrs, Yle started out to comfort her, and befar e
she left the old lasdy was fesling .uMe cheerful. The oK ldey was feeling
rath er Imrt becsuse her sons were not supporting her , and she was depend-
ent on her married daughter, vho wes inc identally very good to her,
Mre, Yie seld, "Well, we all of us have to get along wthout something,
You have sons but no mmey, and I hsve money ut no sons. " She prayed
wih the 013 lady snd everybody felt better, /

Many of these homes are desperately poor, All are poor according to
American standards, One thing we alweys try ® do is té help the sick,
They cean usmlly manage to get elong if they don't get slck, but that
1 tle extra is the last Btrsw. Then the situation looks pretty hopeless
to them, ¥his old lédy ebove lad had a trip to the hospital and some
modlcine at liss B,.'s expense, They 1 oked at me a 13t tle dublously as
to my abi¥ity o be the friend to them in time or need that she had been.

nteresting poject is e provided by reli«zfmrgzgev for
3 or children, to get them in. and give them a good a%uxartsh%rtv.to qe
gg;:'sf 'Iizgheld after the day school ehildren are gone,l gi;mrv(i)ior STy
' 4 : to take charge every day 2s genera <k & o
z%tZ;r%deagggg? to see that it is cooled, armd plan the activities for

Another very 1




¥y garden is very beautiful now. It is the sort of garden which
I had in mind vhen I worked so hard in your backyard. The suapdragons
are the most beautiful I'we seen outside of a sreenhouse. HNone of the
eredit of course goes to me because Dre Gale had it all planted hefore
she left with instructions to the gardener what to do through esch month.
It is especially pretty right now as there are many red flowers in bloonm.
der roses are not so nice as those at Hwei "en but the other flowers
are 58 nice or nicer. : :

Barie and I visited a couple of the “"Homes" classes, vwhich are
literacy classes held in seveal neighborhood homes. It was very interesting
to me to go into their homes. CSomewny I was grestly touched to realize
the conditions frem which these women whom I see every week comee
“e are so0 apt to forget or to rezlize the disconfort ani crowededness
and the bareness and dirtiness of them. Ve were treanted royallyp however.
On Sunday we went to a specianl service in which a dead church nenber
wag put inte her coffin, (She had died the day before.) It is customary
to have a 1it'le religious service in connecection with the encoffining.

1 had never seen one before. ZEverything wos all ready and appareatly
there were some profescional undertakers there in charge. 7The coffin is
filled with packages of lime so. that there is just room for the bodye.
She was wrapped in a2 cemforter z2and there wae 2 red cover to put on dop
80 that only her face showed. After the two men carried her out and put
her in her eoffin, they had a regular rigamsrole vhich they had to go
throughe A red stiving with a cash tied in the niddle was stretched
aeross the coffin to see if the body was laid in exactly in the center,
Then when they had zdjusfed the head b their satisfaction, they bmoke the
string. Zefore that the dead wonan's sister had been told to get hew
the dead's woman's towel and wipe off her face: Then she threw the towel
up gnto the roof of the house, to indicate that it would not be used
afalne

These Chinese Mouses are bullt sme eourtyard behind another and
there are always several fanilies living in them. There was a crowd
gathered, some of them church members s2nd friends, but most of them
outsiders who had come in to see what was going on.

The pastor's remarks were very interesting. TFirst they sang s hymns
and then when that was over; the postor explained that the lyam was not
mourhing, or wailing as they perhaps thought. Then he went om to explain
the Christian idea of denth. e said:s "There iz a place many times
brighter than the sun, and this old "tai-tai" has gone there. 7e do not
weep Tor her because we know ghe 1is much happier than she was here.”

Then he called on iirs. Yéa the Bible woman to pray. Then the 1id was

put on the coffin nand nailed down. The nesrest relative, a woman (2 sister
or sister-in-law) took the hammer Tirst and hit the nail first. Then

the eoffin was 1lifted up off the floor and put on sswhorses in front of

a door. The funeral vas a couple of days later and I did not 2o to ite

Afterwards, as we were leaving, some neighbors,; who were church=-
membersy, begged lHarie to come %o their house, Harie thought they wanted
something from her, but when we got there, we found that it was only that
they vanted to give us a eup of te=., It was Treally v ery sweet of thenm.
They took us into a erowded little room, and we sat and drank a cup of
tea while the people of the house stood around and looked at us. Ve
filled the room, ¥arie and I and Yrs, Yen, so that the people had to
stand in the doorway and loeok in.

Yrs. Yea wants to tske me calling in the homes and I hope I ¢can get




started at that soon for I think it would bLe very interesting 2nd helpful.
In talking to the women on Vednesday, I felt the difficulty of not being
near enough to them in understanding to reaully be able to speak nelpgully.
It 18 easy to talk to students, perhaps because I'm used to it, but I feel
a 1ittle haffled by this ET0UPe

I've taken over two of YMarie's classes. One of them I had on
Tuesday and were boys who work in the clinie which is held in the church.
It is 2 special eye clinic and these noys are glven special training in
treatment of common eye eonditionse There are crowés of people there
every afiernmoon, more than a hundred the bevs t0ld me vesterday. They
are studying Inglish medical termse I hope to get a textbook to ause
after this for the list of words which liarie had given them is -~ather
haphazard. Anyhowv there were so many that I did not exactly know the

o, 4 ~. <
TeaniNng o9l

Ten on Tharsd»y T have a classég of teachers: of about Junior
high school grade. They will come heres XNogt of them I already now
from other contasts in the Tororth ieague oad elsewhere.

e are also opening soon some children~aid work, FPoor children
whe are getting only one me~l a days are brought in snd given a good meal.
They are kept far two hours, and taught a littles. It is sup osed to be
for the very poorest, and the pastor and others are investigating thenm
now trying to find the neediest., They will be children who are not now in
8chool, The Social Service Department of the Lpworth League is going to
help in the management of it. Theve is a woman in charge who will be
there every day and = servant to prepare the food, bt with s hundred
chill ren they rneed fore help than that, The money comes from the Red Cross
I believe, 1t is being done in all the ehurches throughout the ecity.
It +111 Ye ¥ept up for twn or three nonthe, de ending on how loag thc money
holds out,

Next week there is 2 woman from the Hational Christian Couneil
to be in towm in the interest of "Homes™ work, The idea is to teach the
women eacy vays of improving their homes, their responsibility to their
omfliee, etes That is, T supose that 1% what it will bes far 1t & bey
to me,

™is “eeR, on Friday is our local Mother's elub, There are 2hout
thirty members In 1€, Thic is the second meeting, Sunday is MHothepr's Day
hut = Chinese version of ifh in which the father's sre also to be honored,
I have to get together encugh flowers for 211 the members of the congre-
gation %o wear. Iarie suggested I could use pansies! I don't have enosugh
roses. Counting the children there will be about three hundred people.
The Chinese cde-rly love flowers. I suppose because they have so few of
them, There is notulng that one caungive them that they aprreciate more.
I've kept picking the pansies and giving them to different grouns and
they always appreciate them. Tor some reason they especially like pansics,

; Hoping wou are +he sene. I cuce thought of naning Osear, Pensys but
having gotten & little ncquainted with him, I can see thet he is no. pansy.
Osear just fits hin (or her). Ir he looks like his mother, he will be a
handsone e2t seue daye

Hopl g you are the same, T mean it this time.

Lovingly, Jessie




