40 Hwang Li Hsiang, Nanking
Hay 8, 1940

Tear Familys:

Well the deadline is fast approaching when if I am to get any letters
off they need to be written, I guess it is a long time between bosts this
time for I ean't remember vhere I left off last tine,

First iten of imvortance, I supposes is to introduce you to Osecar.
He is angry with me right now because I had to discipline him about = little
matter, He is a little black kitien, so black that even the whites of his
eyes are blaek, if you underst-nd what I mean, I nemed him Osesr becouse
the first few dave he was here he was so wild. Somehow Oscar scemg to he a
very fitting name for him. He cried almost continual 1y at first and stayed
hid , but he is gradually asecouiring a few more human characterigtes, such as
to have sense enough not to ery unless he is sure that there is someone to
hesr him, L don't kno# if he will ever becone as affectionate as Percy
or not, but he has shown some improvement. I ecan pick him up now (If I eateh
hix unaware) without being hitten as lwas the first day, It is amaxing
thenumber of nlaces he ean find to hide. He is so black that unless he
moves, he 15 practimliy invisible, "elly enough of him for this tine,
You will hesr more of him in the future. The only thing that really worries
me is hie gex. I maAy nave to chanBe his name to Oscarette or Osearine, or
what would yvou sggest?

I did not go to Tuhu, as you see, for llarie decided to go to Shanghai
that week and thought I had better be on the job in her abssnce, I was not
very anxious to go now, and really preferred to go a little later.

I'm Teeling rather low because of an attack of flu which lasted a couple of
weeks which left me with a cough and cold from which I am just now re-
covering. However due to the Vit. B, »ills which a rrived just in niek of
time, I'm feeling fine againe

Last week, we a very busy week, whieh is perhmans why I m so lazy this

weeks I had meetings four days ia succession, On Wednesday I spoke at the
wonan's meeting in the afternoon, on Thursday I led chapel, on Friday I nd
a lother's meeting at the kindergarten at which I had to preside, md
necessarily say a few words, On Saturday morning I had to lead the Bible
wnen's prayer neeting and by that time brevity had almost becone a virtue
with mes, Then I have a week like that, I find thet I always have ts slacken
up for a while %o get over it, At all of the meetings I felt that I did very
badly, but berhm s not so badly ds I felt. I was a 1ittle hoarse fom my
cold which ndded to my difficiidiies., All in all by Saturday afternoon I was
feeling very sory for myself,

The week hefore also needs to be renorted ony, ns I sppke twice that
weeks After I've had a spell of this speaking I always decide that it is not
worth while and refuse to do it for a while. But the next time I'm fool
enough to try it again,

In spite of the inferfections of the principal's speech, I felt that
the mother's meeting at the orimary school was very much worth while, I've
always felt that we ghould bhe doing a little more rarent education along with
our primary school work, and this wasa gesture in that direction, 1y origind
plan was to have these neetings monthly, but I have been =0 busy and the
teachers have also been so busy that we didn't get started, They put so much
wrk on this one that it will teke a while to recover from it. We shall per-
haps have another one at the close of school,




lMrs. Kiang gave me a kitten, a little black one, which I just brought
home yesterdave It is as Chinese eats usually arey very wild, and it
cries all the time and refuses to eat, and vesterdav when I cornered it
and picked it up, it sdratched and bit me like a wild aninal. - I don't
know ifT it will ever get tame or not. I was afraid of that and so
got it 28 wvoung 2s it could leave its mothers I think it is a little
better today becruse it comes into the same room with me now and swears
at me in the most shocking languages or at least tone of voices Originally
I had plarned to name 1t Pelix after the cat in the funny pictures, but
knowing its dispdeition, I'm inclined more to the name of "“Oscar" because
it is so wild. I'm not sure of its sem, so I might have to change it to
what should it be, -~8scarine, or Oscaretie, or even Oscarze ¥ary Trimmer
eat, Timmy, has kittens and I am to have one of them, when it is old enough
to leave its mother.  That cat will have vroper foreign manners I hope.
Osear is houszebroke all right, but it is ‘ust his disposition is so bade

I've been so busy that I haven't had any time to read. Pastor Wang
wanted me to lesd chapel evervother week, but I find 1y comprimised on
three times a semester, as 1 said onece a month was too often, but when he
nmade ocutl the schedlle, he gave me three detes Just a month aparte One of
them is over with and the other two are a threat in the ne~r future.

I-do just ahout so much of this rvublic speaking in Chinese and I decide
that i1t is more trouble than 1t is worth. 1 led the woman's meeting at
“esley church this week, and last Sumdafy the echildren's churcn, and

one chapel this week, and then the Bible Woman's rryver meeting this
moraing. I didn't have any time to prepare for that at all, so I just
blundered through it as best I could, but I guess it was not so much worse
than 1f T had had time to prepare.

¥arie is going to Shanghail tomorrow to spend a week., OShe is still
undecided when she will go, but will make = sailing date in Shanghail this
time. Ohe plans to go to .lerea for a month, so she may well be here all
summer. I marvel at what she gets done when I see the method she uses.

I can see it is wvery gosd for working with young people, or with people
of no training or initistive., Simply everything is in her hends, znd if
you want to get stepped ony just make a suggestion., 1 offered to take
over fixing the flowers for the church, hut even such a simple thing as
that, she constmtly interferes with.

.But -she has Teally been very good to me and £ knew she was like that
when I started in. I have just wade up my mind that I ean't go rmech but
get acguainted a 1ittle until she goess but she is planning cxerything for
me as best she can. Ve are trying to get a Chinese nrinciral for Chen Mei
sehool. I insist that we musi have one for I feel that I can't carry so
muech responsibility, That is one thing she has to do in Shanchai next week.

I do get a 1ittle bnely at tinies, esvecially during the week I was
not feeling well, But I think that living alone is to be preferredto
living to someone onrne doesn't eare muech for. There is really nobody

in Nanking what I can be bothered with. IHow if you were here--do you feel
honored 780-1 would invite vou, In fack, if you could come for the summer
or part of it, I wouldl love to have Youe. T‘ve been curious at the
reaction of the townto my pulling out and living alone. I think everyohe
respects me for it, although I can't say Just whye I have md several
Chinese girls come for weeks ends. They ceemed to have getten chite =a
kick out of it.




