Hanking, Feb. 9, 1940

Dear Family:

They say that the best time to answer a letter_is the same day that
you get it, I want to send these leters to Shaqghal to be m 11¢d and have
the big stampms nut upon them agnin., I &am therefore getting thgm off a
1ittle early for I'm not sure when the next boat goes. I sce it is the
fifteenth if the paper is right so this may come slﬂng'a day or two after
my kst letter, That boat has been postponed., Origninally itwas dated
the 5th and now it is down for the 1lth. They are supposed to go two weeks
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apart,

This is the week of Chinese new years and things have been rather slack.
We had sever2l guests to whom we served tea and cake s, ete. The stteets
were jarmmed with people so that one could hardly get through the la?t few
days of the old year, people laying in supplies for the new ycar. Ilostly
food for the feastirg which takes place at that time.

Ve were invited out last evening to dinner. Our hosé was a dentigt,
formerly very wedlthy but now living in our dormitory. Hig wife is quite a
formous eno) and it was a home cooked meal., It was redlly too good, for
I had enough aBout half %ay through it and after that did not enjoy it very
much, ”He§ are Tawaian Chinese and feel very much their lowered economic
condition, for theyf ormerly had a big house and everything nice. IHe is

trving to set up business again in Nanking but has lost a lot of his equip-
ment and his house is occupied by soldiers, or at Il ast by people of another
country and they cannot get posséssion of it.

I'm thinking of moving into a house by myself. One of the General
Bard families is lesving on furlough and the wife wants meto move into
their house during their abssnce. It is about half weay down to Vesley
ehurch but as it is on the big street, it is very convenient, Ic ould ride
my bieyele to and fro. It ig about settled that I am to take it although
not altogether. The house where llarie has lived has not proved very satis-
factory as it has heen very cold, but this has been an unusually cold winter,
This house I've been offered is fully equipped, eleetric lights, radio,
electric stove, refrigerator, and nearly everything one would need, I feel
strange to he moving out of this house where I've lived since I canme to
Nanking, but then I had good training in my youth in not getting too attached
to 2 place and if I am to work down there, I must be nearer. I'll send you
my new address when I find that I am really going. In the meantime, I sghall
be coming back this way too, even if I mowe for I still have quite a f ew
irons in the fire here,

7e had guests for & nner Tuesday night, a former teache or rather tw
formr teachers from our sd ool, and a graduate of our school. They played
Uonopoly until about nine o'clock and then d iscovered that they w ere scared
to go home at th t "late" hour. The student assured them that there was
no danger and I told them that I had never been s topped on the street by a
soldier, but they reported the next day that they were stopped by a soldier
Just in front of their house who demanded to know whete they were going.
They said that they were teachers at Hwei Ven and had just come from the
hospitalw here they had been called by an emergency. I tried to explain to
them how much better it would be to tell the truth for if the sent ry had
demgnded their passes and discovered they were fo m Shanghai, he would have
wondered what they had to conceal, whereas as a matter of f act they had
nothing.




The teaschers in the primarv schosl here on this compound are mesily young
girlg snd I've felt that they were in need of some healthy recreation so that
we have $tried to plan nome sctivities for them. As often as possible,\but not
go often as 1 wigh) we invite them %o our house for the evening to plsy gancs.
I've intinted them into the mysteries of Chinese checkers and it has been very
sopular with them., ¥y sister sent me s lonopoly set anl those who knew a little
Ingligh played that. They have all gone away now for the vinter wacation, but
I hope through the spring term to have them nearly once a week for sone sort
of fun., If my day time sctivities are not so heavy, I ghall fecl that I ean
gpare an evening neow snd then, There are no electrie lights in the dormitory
g9 that in the evening they cannot read or work, snd the result is often that
thev spend the time in ways vhich are not benefieial,

I've hnd an “nglieh econversation class tos which I've enjoyeds. I gaess
the students have liked it too for they have coxe wvery faithfully. They are
moe tly high school graduates and are snxious to keep up #ith their English,
especinlly to get a little nmore familisr with nglish as she is spoke, iy
method is to uad a pieture ss a subject of conversation, ask tem very siaple
questions which they can nmwen answer essily. Sometiies I tell them an easy
gimplestory and thén ask them to tell it back to me. But mixed inm with this
more or le serious study there is slways = lot of fun. They joke me and
I try to keen even of course.

I've spent at lenst half my time studyimg Chinese these months. I've
done some speaking in publie, have led Chapel several times sand alse have
spoken to my junior church, i, e. tell a story. That is the hardest of all.
I've not yet resched that degree of perfection but that I neecd s lot of pre=
paration. I also want to get acouaint ed with the material whieh is available
for children's work, That is not sm essy task sinee I Imve to read it with
the help of & tencher, Hut it seenn to me that I have made & gre .t deal of
p?zgregu. In my adM1itr to exnress myveelf and to undérgtand, I can see the
difference over tem months ago when Ic¢ ame back. Onenever makes much progress
in Shicese until ome is in = position to use it constantly. Hext years 1 shall

§§a§??1?~~ar sti11 grester improvenert when I am living alone among a group
i Chiw ne,. : .

1£ vou were to walk down the street im frout of our sdrool, (one of the
g streets here] vou would think that you were in Tokio becnuse &0 uan? of the
ghone below %o people fyom that country. Many of tkse buildings were bummed
during the war so that in being rebuilt, they have itaken on the ztvle of archi-
tecture af thelr new avmers. he eity is being slowly rebuilt, e specially slog
the maid streets, although the side streets in many paris are siill msses of
ruins, It iz interestinz %o see the change that has taken place since last
Nnreh when I enme,

Comditions smong the people are still very bad due to high prices. Rice
iz nearly three times its normal priee, and fuel is three or four tiues what it
was before the ware Jyervithing is high ®» that the suffering of the poor is veyy
great, Meost of the men are tied upw #h relief work, nlthough the money sent is
ne hing like enough te meet the need, the prodblem is all the greater to get it
to the po ple vhe need it most, They made 2 hard and fast rule thet no help wad
to be given to a family which had & male wageearner in it, Dut the rule works
hardship f or there are many unenployed young men, w ho would be glad to work if
they could, g the line had to be drawm somer’s re, and even nmong the widows
and arghene the re are more than they ean possidbly take ecare.of, Some money is
being adnintiatered through the churches, to needy fam Ifes, but there are nany
nH dle elase femiliesn, Tormerly comfortably fixed who are now destitute. Iany
o them zre too proud to ask Tor veliefl money.
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One of the migeionary Temilies here ave going on furlough thie EpTing,
and they lssned me some books. I got altogether tweaty-twe, all vexry good,
big, solid books, mostly biography, whieh I picked out myself, Ifeel =
{f I were living in apabliec 1ibrary (my ides of heaven!] for it will take me
s whole vear to get them read, Just now I am reading dsgpents Vagner's
autoPlography, tw bhig volumes,

inother condition vhich adds o the troubles of the poor peldiple is the
ghortage of money, It is wery diffiecult to get money changed and 1f one is
armed only with a ten dollar H1ll, it would be impossi ble to buy semethig
which cost less than s dollar, The nerchant would simply refuse to make
change. 7o get = dollar changed into ten cent pleces, one nmusl pay a charge
af a fev cet 8. The burden of thig falls on the very poor who usually duy
o cell in gu=ll avounts., They don't have money enough to lay im a week's
gun-ly but depend on their day 1o day earnings. They uee postage stamps
but the post affice ie tightening up on that snd will net sell stanps unless
they heve remsen €0 believe that you intend to mail somwe letters, There are
211 serte of devicesx used, The shop givee tokens of various kinds which
ean be used lster,

Another ane of my projects is a kidergarten, It was a good deal of a
farce lmet term Decauze I had no trained teacher and kmew nothing about
the matter nyself. Y¥ow I think I have a good kinl ergartner and I hope that
we can have & school that will really amount to smething,

They say it ig better to be born lucky than riehs Ve felt that way
o day when pomeone asked to store a radio in ocur housce. It is an old model
R Lo Ae with & victorla as part of it, & very handseme plegce of Turniture,
and while the radio da=n't ecoupare with later models et it gets Shanghal
and lanils usually pretty well, The Yonila news iz thebest thatl we get,
al I heve t9 ait ap to the terrible late hour of eight-forty-Tive every
evening to henr that, Sinee I get up and begin o study at a gusrter past
seven in the smming, you cean see that I am rendy to go to bed early.

i invitation has Just come fTrom the inericsn Embassy inviting svery-
ané Lo a reception Tor the Ambasender who is passing though this eity mn

& trin up the river, Thia is Teslly hig official residence hut he e eps his
ferilly in Peining, It rives evervone a chanoe te dress up in one's good
elothes Beoausne 1t iz the only 2loce in tovm that is warm enough %0 wear a
811k dresz in. Yere in our house I wesr a padded Chinese cost mogt of the
time, And aur house is eonsidered sutrageouslyw ara hy our Chiwmse friends.
I alss have a paly of Chinese shoes which are my Joy aad pride, madeofl
black velvet lined with oamel's halr cloth, and blg enough L5 wear an extra
pair of hose or twa, Yven that much doesn'i e ep my feet warm in these cold
unhented bhurches, I don't know how the Chinese endure thelr unhested
houses unless they ¥ their feet freeze up for thew inter and don't thaw
them sut. That ig what folks do with plants youa knove. They get dreadful
chilhlains on theiyr hands and feety sometines so that they are actually s ick
with theu,

I've been reading s hook of letters in one of whieh James ‘lussell Lowel
gnys the Tollowing: fThe trmie use of a letter 12 Lo let one know that one
is renenbered and valued,; and as you are sure of that, perhaps I necd not
write at alll! Yo, the true use of wiiting is thatit brings vour friend to
vou s you write, =nd so I have your sweet company for a while, and you
need have only lufst ns much of mine ag you choose to give yvourself,®

I ¥now that is a bad way to end after letting your letters go 80 long
without an snsver, but you knew-~-there iz somwe truth in it anyhow.




