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¥ell, here it is the winter vecation again and eontrary to all my ususl
good resolutions, I have a pile of unenswered letters haunting me, “hen 1
osme baek last spring, I reselved that I would snswer the letters as they
eame =ad never let them get the betier of me, but things got stacked against
me with the ususl result, First there was our annusl ¢onference which took
un =ll our sleck far s couple of weeks and before we regovered i’;z:am thnt,
fhpiatm s Testivities began. The day after Christme I went %o changhai for
a week so that again things began to slide, and then came the closing of
school setivities.

Iife here hag taken on more snd more its usual sctivities with a few cou-
plicstions of coursee Through the fall, I taught two Inglish classes, both
firgt yesr Junisr Middle, one in the school on our Civls' High Cchool eampus,
and the other im & junior middle schosl conducted in our church for both boys
awl pirlis, Fext term, my work is to be differcnt and I an todo no teacning,
T find that » 1ittle bewildering after 2ll my years of being commected with
sehnol work. I ean't decide whether under the elr cumstances I am entitled
to any winter vacation, It doesn't worry me to> much for I don’t seem to e
getting nny to judge from my lack of progress with my correspondence.

¥iasn ¥srie Drethorst, the migsionary in chavge of the work in the daurch
in South City i scheduled to go home next swmer and as I an slated to take
aver =s mich of her work ns I onn managed, I am pk mming to spend ssmuch tine
ags possible this spring pleking up the many loose ends as she lays them down.
o one ever does what amother person can do. What one does depends = wmueh
on what one ig, and two persons in the same position necessary produce differ-
ent results, but there are some projects which she s started which I hope
to bhe able to kep going.

Life hns been very pleassnt this fall beeause of an e xtra nember of my
family who was here from September until Christme s, ©Ohe is largaret Seeck
=nd is & misgsiom vy in the Xisngsi Coof erence, which is to the southwest of
ug, Pecause of thewar,; she has been um ble to go to her own field, snd so
she wng losned to sur eonference to work. Jleand I were very congenial,
especially in our lking for wolks, snd neasYly evemy evening we went out to
explore the eity. Ve were always interested in noting the attitude of the
thinese peoaple townrd us since they were inverfably friendly. Iore than once
thev spoke of the service rendered by the missionaries ¥ stayed here through
the scecupation, #0 we warmed ourselves in a bit of reflected gloxy of wia ¢
some asthers did, Yargaret left us however at Christass, going to a place in
the south of the provinee vhers the sh ool she has always worked in has been
moved to. The ig neow in Changhsil waiting for a chance to get through to her
new sppointment, It should bhe 2 wvery interesting jouraey though inland China,
in the end to live in a Chimse village along, exeept for a fellow missionary
who goes with here I wouldn't mind taking such atrip myselfl, but of course
eouldn't leave my work here.

iy ehiléren's work is moving slong toos I seem to have a better bhunch
of teschersg this term than last ® ring. At least they seem to work together
betters Therve has been s upirit of tesnwork which has pleased @ s great
desl, anmi I feel that thelr nervice is a real exprescion of their desire to
help the dhildren. Ve have regular mobs of ehildren. At Christma s, we did
not even have seste eénough Tor them through the opening worship service and
often had Tforty or Fifty children standing,. Ye are glad that ig over and
ave back to our nomal atitenddnee whieh is large enoughe. XOre then we can
renlly do gaod work on,




