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Nanking, January 19, 1939 

  

Dear Family: 

Here I am safely back in Nanking after a week in Shanghai and my trip 

was very successful in that it made me very glad thet my lot in life was cast 

here rather than in Shanghai. That is,» I suppose the purpose of a trip, to 

make one glad to get home. 

I choose that particular moment to go because Margaret was taking her de- 

parture, and since it costs about as much to get fmm our blace to the railway 

gtation as it does to get from the station to the Shanghai station, it halves 

the cost to go with someone, or that part of it. Besides it is more fun to go 

to Shanghai with someone so that there is someone who is doing more or less 

the same things which an out-of-town person wants to do. “Tp-country" person 

they could enll them here. Or “out-port". I didn't need to be called any- 

thing because everybody knew what I was becaise my skirts were too long. 

But in Nanking skirts are not to léok nice but to keep ones legs warm and $0 

it seems poor sense to cut them off just ® please somebody or other. 

Conditions in Shanghai are so much worse than they are here, thet this 

seems like a peocefut tillage in comparison. Getting through the Shanghai 

station is a nightmare, it is in the midst of the ruins of Chapei and there 
were no lights (we got in at night and the first thing we did was to get lost 
from each other, and the place was jammed with people. When finally we got 
together again, we had to wait nearly an hour for a taxi. It was nearly as 
bad going back, except that it was in the daytime. But there were about 
ten red-caps for about five hundred passengers, and I had to carry all my 
stuff over an overhead pass over the tracks, high up and then down again, 
and while I didn't have much, I felt all in by the time I had made the climb 
up and down again. There was a little Japanese attendant at the station who 
was trying to make people line up in proper civilized fashion, and poor man 
did he have his difficulties, because when the gates opened, everybody crowded 
in from the sides. He bravely pushed in and tried to push out the intruders 
and knocked down a Chinese about three times his size. 

The place where Joy lives is sbout the most thrilling I ever was in. 
It would be like living in Noman's land with them shooting at one frm both 
directions, Margaret and I went out there to tea, and having been there only 
once about © year ago, we had trouble finding it again. It is in the so-called 
bad-lands of Shanghai, that is just outside the Settlement boundary in territory’ 
whieh is contested by the Settlement authorities and the Japanese. Every . 
block or so there would be little sandbad fort filled with British soldiers, 
with their guns bristling over the sides. Then every few feet there would be 
some Chinese policement. They keep them in groups of four or five, as one 
alone is sure to be disarmed and killed. When we sot lost, we stooped and 
waae etettin tee and these soldiers, if they knew of a Sible school in 
th vicinity, the soldiers knew nothing, but the police pointed the way. 

_» asked Joy how it happened\than she was so well known to the polic e, and she 
said thet if ever they came along there at night, they did not venture off the 
big street down their little lane alone, but wait until the four or five police 
ney ler Seat ne ney went nee under police escort. , +t _seemed that there 
eee ple OF AIMEC WHhbheyt eS Tight at their gates By this time it was 
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as soon earl 88s so, nsistec that we try to make our escape 
not ,»ecessary to tell you that nothing happened. 
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will be for the sunday Sehool teachers, those who are via 0 eal who taught last spring, about twenty five of them. tT have a gif oe wash one a little diary ad a calendary and we will serve them ae ee Pls games and lave a good time, We have a lot of vnristmas activities, so I thought it was a g00d idea to get this over with, 
Last Sunday just as church was out, a Japenese woman and A oe ees& boy come into the chureh. She went over to one side and knelt shag a 

pev and prayed and then proceded to in ve & little PSkViee there by her- self, Everyone had gone except a few of us who were Waiting for some 
guests to get through talking. She sang ® song and then read her Bible, 
I finally decided to go over to speak to her, but we had no commong language to use, She spoke a little Chinese but it sounded like Japanese 
to me. I tried to teli her that we had church at ten o'clock . She told 
me that she hed cone from Nankow only three days ag@do. One Cannot help — 
but feel sorry for these Japanese Christians in their effort to ridge the 
gap caused by the war and the treatment their soldiers have given the 
Chinese. Some of them feel the burden of the sins of their nation very 
keenly. A Japanese pastor Called on one of they missionaries and before 
he left, the tw tnelt down and prayed together. When they finished, 
the American arose, but the Japanese began to weep and said, "Forgive me 
for the sins of my people," 

It looks as if my work is going to he somewhat different in the future, 
Migs Brethorst, one of our older missionaries igs to go on furlough this 
Summer, and it looks now as if I woytd have to take over her work, or as 
much of it as T Can. She is one of Our most energetic workers and there 
is no doubt that I shall be trying to fi1jz & pair of shoes much too large 
forme. ‘hether I shall be able to naviggte in then at all ig perhaps a 
question, Anyhow, she wants me to spent considerable time this winter ana 

spring working with her and Betting on to her plans, I shall have to drop 

my teaching work, or at least part of it, but T hope I ean keep on with 
my Sunday work, for [ have just gotten it to the place where I'm not 
Borried to death about it all the time. I'm not too enthusiastic at the 
Prospect because TI would prefer to work along as I have been doing, making 
my own place, expanding this children's work and young people's work, 
You can see how that would be preferable to taking over someone's job and 

trying to keep their Dlang &0ing for «4 yesr or two until her return, 
If anyone 5 ould return from furlough, I'g hope they would take the Job 
but there j no prospect of such right now. Welly a job that is too big 

for one is €00d chance to learn a lot of things. So another year may 

see me wiser (ana perhaps sadder) than tT an now, 
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: . American mail cameé today which igs my inspiration for this letter, 
AV ery Satisfactory mail it was too, two letters fron everybody and one 
from nearly everybody. Those who didn't write two, wrote One, At least 
some of them did, as many as I could eepect. One nice thing about having a 
big family is that when mail comes, Ome gets lots of letters. Not to men- 
lon cast rf Clothes! It', nice to have to many to write,tofs, too, 

Nothing like being satisfiedwith what you can't help, but of course I could 

refuse to write to them, 

is rumored (but not yet officia ly confirmed) that our Salary is to 
be linked up to exchanges sixty pereent of it, which at present rate 
nearly doubles it. It was much too low before, but this makes ft s00a 
enough. Other Missions mostly get the full rate, but that is too much to 
are approned ney tear sisters. Arter de ce went through last year, we 
are appropriately thankgul, It is made retroactive to October first, really 
& Generous gesture, Hoping you are the same, lovingly, Jessie Sil 

 


