the end of the week." She needed the sense of humor she had all right.

I think thet to 2/ person not used to housework, it swems killing, but to

the one who does ' it all the time, it isn't too hard, My mother was not
very strong but ishe could outwark either of her two collége-bred daughters.
We were not lazy either, -1 always enjoyed activity and was always doing
something, I am glad you wrote aboud your family for I think one's interest
in a person naturally taes/in thoce dosely ecommeécted with them.

We had the social worker from the hospital come to the children's church
and tell about the sigk children because we wanted the children to zive their
offering to the hospital, She told two stories, both of which were rather
good. Ferhaps you coitd use them sometime in vour work., Thye first was about
& 1ittle boy who worked in a glagsg faetory and something went wrong with the
machinery one day and he wac badly burned about the froe and body. After
they had dressed his dburns, he went to sleep but when hew oke ups he began to
ery e was in 2 big word with fifteen or twenty others, so the nurses asked
him, if he hurt, or what was the matter. He didn't hurt but he kept on
erying. His mother sat by his bedside, o poor widow woman with this one
child, Tinally they sent for this Miss Chen, the one who told the story,
and she asked the 1little boy to be quiet because of the others. She asked
him to tell her what was the matter, Finally he gaid, “Vy mother has szt
here since morning ard has had nothing to eat." 8o she said she would send
down to the kitchen and get something for her to eat, but as dinner was over,
all she could Tind waw what we ¢all "bean-milk" so they brought a cup of
that for her. His eves were mmk bandaged so that he eould not see, dut he
heard her drinking and wanted to know what ghe had snd when he heard 1t was
Just a liguid, he started ® drfy again, and insisted upon them getting her
some "ghao-bin-tse" 2 sort of a coarse unleavened hisouit which the very
poor eat, After he got hetter he got to worrying because she had no money
now that he was 1laid off, and so they gave her a doliar for "ecapital" te
buy some straw to make straw shoes which are sold to the coolies,

My children were much impressed by this 1ittle boy who when he was sick
remembered to think about his mother. I was too for that matter.

The other story would not be so good for Ameriean Children, but wes also
interesting. It is also abot o little Doy, whose mother was dead, and whose
father was killed during the trouble here, and after his father's death, his
grandmother committed suicide by throwing herself into the wells . This little
boy wastaken on as an sapprentice by a mason, but when he got sick, the mason
turned hinm out and he e=sme to the hospitel. His abdomen was much enlarged,
due probably to 2 worm infestion, possibly due to malnutritien. Anyhow, after
a couple of weeks in the hospital, ss the story-teller put it, "His stomach
was no bigoer than mine" and they had to plan for the future of the child,
They wanted to put him in an orphanage here but he didn't waat to gve He
said that he had an "{-niang" that is a yvounger sister of his mother who lived
in 2 eity fifty or sixty miles awny. HXe wanted to g0 to her., According to
Chinese custom, she would net be under obligation to take care »f him, bhut
would probably do it if ghe could., To get out of the city he had to have a
pass from the military authorities, get across the river and onto the train,
But he thought he could slip out without the pass and get there all right.
They gave him two deollars, but before he could get started, they found some-
one, a patient in the hospital, whose home wa=z there, and who sent men there
frequently to bring back eloth wogven there. So they sent the child by him,

Ve had the offering for several Sundays in a basket and we put in that
day's offering. Several children hsd apparently been holding b=ck their
money for after they heard the stories, they ceme up with their pennies.

It was very amusing, It amounted to #1460 Chinese money, but I hope it is
going to help to make that offering mean someghing to them.




