August 23; 1939.

I am enclosing & copy of my gencral letter, which is pretty :
dumb ag it wes written at wo or three different timesy and =0 lacks
coherence.

I didn't get 2 letter fimum off to you last week, tut my con-
science dee sn't hurt me too mueh for I didn't get one from you
either, Eveldently, you got snowed under in one of your institutes
for your last letter was written frou Zost Tawase I don't sce how
you managed to write at all in such 2 places It sounded very
thrilling what yon were doing there and I shall be interested in
the memaogravhed copy of your young people's findings,

I had a regular orgy of reading while I was in Chinkiang,.
I found a lot of old Christian Genturies of the last few months,
sinee I left U.S A, and I went through those sad red a2ll my
favorite writers, also read several copies of "Time" and "News-
week" and seversl déctative golriesy; and fim lly ended on 2 rather
high note by reading a biography of Framcts Asdury. I couldn't
help but think that 1t 1s quite a big Jump from a hardy old Buy
like him to some of us pampered moderan missionaries.

I heard about a girl while theres; who walked in about fifteen
miles, ©She wanted to join the "Fourth Route" army vwhich is supvosed
to be in this vieinity, and needed a little money which she borrowed
from someone there., This just shows how far the accupation of China
extends from the roi lway. That town had been a center of recruiting
and had been recently taken again by the other side, so that she felt
it was no longer safe to atay there. To escape the seniries on
. both ends, at that village and into the eity, she traveled by night,

walked proctically all night, all alone, and was going back the same
weys Then ghe was going %o Join a party and ge on interior where she
will ppdlably do propagendac and education work in the villages.
She expected to go three or four days journey, by sort of an "under-
ground" railway, being passed from fne place to the next.

I had a nice letter from liiss ¥, and also her picture. Ifsund
& frame for her picture and have it on my dresser, but perhaps I
hall not leave it there. At times she makes me a little uncomrtoable!l
I mean uncomfortable)

I find I am going to loose two of my Junior Church workers.

One is the girl I told about in my other letter, and the other is

. going to Shanghai to college, They are not the most important one,
whom I may also loose, but I have not heard definitely. The girl
who has been lending the singing is the one I swear bye I expect I
shall have to more or leses reorganize both that and the S. S. by

the time school startsas there will he some changes in the faculty
here from which I draw. Fortum tely I lost the leader of the S.5.
who was rather a thorm in the fleshto me., I heard that she has gone

inland to teach in a school where she will have no one to try to
suprvise her, '

Hoping you re the same, lovingly, but terridbly lazy. Jessle




It iz hard to say Just exectly what I mean, sor example here §n this
city, everrone remarks about the "combeback" wnich phe Ghinesg neonlie have
shovn. How quiely 1ife adjusted itself to new conditions. I think it }s
a think whiech it is easy to forget that there is a gontinu@ty to life, that
it goes on even if we s8t0p, even if we are fhrwsrﬁea, or killed. That in the
end nothing can make much difference. I falk like o eommunigt. They also
heve this very strong sense of an evolutionary »rocess, It glives them the
courage to fight against very overwhelming odds,

But the one lesson I have lenrned from 1ife, it ig in thot poen, but
perheps not very ciear, ie to wait, That the thing which I eannot unéer stand
uow will beemne plain to me in time,

You 2sk 2bout the pecple with whom I lif¥e and worke, I live with only
one fellow—aissicamry, a very large lady, aged 58¢ She is very ¥ind to me
but I hove very Titile real fellowship with her, We get along very well by
not seeing anything of esch other except at meals, I try not to make her over
or to anslacgize for her. She is not my respinsibility, But 1 2180 try not
to let her interfére too much with what I an trying to do. But she 1s really
very good abvout it., There is the »ogeibility of an addition to our fomily
seon, of gome "up-river" nissionaries who beesuze of the war cannot retura
to their own stotions. These two would be more nearly my age snd point of
view, Tor companionship I turn to Chirese. BRut they are mostly girle much
younger than I sm and while I heve = good time with them, it ig somewh=zt like
my relationship to ary Davig, We engoy easch other, but it does net go seo
muach further than ad, 3 hope that I gan malke my friendship mean something
to them, but it seecms to me that I have no so far, But it is herd to evaluate
such things., It is not alweys what we say that counts, sometines it ig Juet
as much vhat ve are, I suppose they understand ny strugeles more than I
know and are a2lso inspired to gtrive for higher things,

1y relationship with these girls hgs heen a very hapry one, I shell

&8 one of the hgih rewarde of my life, ¥or one thing I hove found

I neant to Ly students in the pant. They regavd me with an affection

vect vhich surpriges e, Aud those thet I 4ig not know before are

to feel very friemdly. It seems t0 me thet there hes been cuite
change in ~t+itude of the girls towara their Sunday Service in the Sunday
Sehool or junior church, In the beginni 7 211 tried to get out of it
and now they a1l “eem cager for it, I have occasion to invite =nother one,
she =2¢cepts with 2Pparent pleasure,

I don't menn to be boastful, but you can see that i1t would glve one s
senge of satisfaction, The Sunday Sechool ia still pretty much »f - LWEE B
Yow theot school ig out, the atendance hag dropoed off o half or nove, all of
which gres %4 show how iittle real hold we hzd on them, I'm trying to think
out wrys ond means of making it possible for them to do some real teaecking,
Their weakneas is that they tend to =ng We 8oy In Chinege (pre-ch the doetwine)
whic@ often i1 o little more than a asrt of haranguing the ehildren, Saying
trivial ang very obvious things over ang over, I'nm thinking now of breaking
up the group into everal smaller ones, and having them sit about a table,
with not more than twenty in a elags, I ¥now that is tao fany, but it is a¢
least twice ¢ good ng having fifty, or ig 149 “he girls think that 4¢ they
den't hav: o3 large group, it igs not worth whiile,




