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- Methodist Giple! High Sdhee2. 
Nanking, “ume 6%» 1959 ? 

Dear Famklys _ 

I am very tsapube tived tonight but [ shell try to write you anyhow 

anid tell you about the trip 1 took todays | 

pins Katherine Boeye ia were now ou her way home and one ef the men 

- genneeted with the School of Agriculture offered to show her about in the 

 ‘gountry a bits so I went along. 1 had uot been out of the eity since I 

wot here » te @. in the sense of getting out inte the ruval distri¢ets do. 

that Iwas anxious to see what conditions were Likes 

te Deft the houge here ot seven, Katheriney Dr, Steward, a lry 

She (a professor frou the schonl sf Agriculture and myself, K She 

spoke very cood Tnglish and was one of the first studeds ever to study 

 ggetewlture in Nanking ‘uiversity and te is now iu charge of some of the © 
Se owinentel work dene on the Vaiversity Tartty He wan @ very id eresting 

able we waited at the gate fer the car to come, a note came te Kr, 

‘Sha tyon the ear owier saying that he was not sure whether itw ould be 
safe for the gar to go beosuge several days ago ene of his cars had been — 

held by the guerrilles 4 4 three days and he wag afraid thie ¢nr might be 

 teken, We were much relieved when the cax finally come although we 3 

wyndered hew far we would get It was a dreadful rattletrap ef an old 
thing and T wonder if even a guerrilla would have wauted it, : 

5. Mig wewt gat the South gate of the elty and started out along the  — 

© pond Patt Leads toward Ww, It uate me recall the journey whieh I’took 
twa yenre ago in Augast on my wiy te the station in Nanking from “uh. 
“Now many of the little term diets were iu vuine, There me a noticenble 

laek of Livestock, ehpecially the oucller ones, pige, chickens, ducks, ani 
geese, De, Steward onid that som land had been Bit uueul tivated because 

of inck of fam animnis, but for the test part the fields were under eulti- 
vation, 

edd through eo yoilley whieh Dr, Steward hoped would lead to sone ammunition 
dumps beek in the kills. ‘These were now in ruins of course, but after. 

following the ron¢ for a couple of wiles mostly in ‘low gear, we decided 
ee oe wierd we wanted to go and wo we had te mp our 

Tae road then led along what is called the*éuter wall" whieh is an 
Mit well about twenty feet high and plenty wide for a wad whieh was 

‘bulIt in the tine of the Wing Dynasty (about five huni red years ago) os an 
puter well for the eity of Nanking, then the capital of Chinn, ‘The towns 
we passed through all hed "Meng" on the end of them whieh means gate in 
Chinese, ‘his wall was all the way from five to ten miles from the — 

vesl city wall witich tg made ef brick and stone and in forty a fifty feet 
high, This eld wall really madé x very good road snd was very straight 
and level, It was rough s¢ all the reads out & re are, we travélied about 

"Purple" Zowntsin. Ye were headed for the Tulverstty farm, It tovk us 
around the city from the Veet side ‘te the east, . : rs 

Ak ae or tre from the farm, we had a flat tire and that was the 
last we saw of the car, We decided to walk on shead while they weve 

ten miles on hour, It led aroumd the base of a famous mountain tere, gnlled 

 



    

ehanging the tire. There were two drivers with the ger, ome of vhon 
hed to ridé outside on the rumning board. Ye walked on to the farm 
whieh wae sbout a half mile away, 

The echool is conducting wiat they eall a Farmer's institute. 
Seys are taken from farms a give @ year of study with the idea of 
putting mney idena into eireulation in the villages. . They are taught 
the rudimeuts of science and especially secientifie farming. They 
studied in the city for two or three mouths and uow they were out on 
the farm helsing harvest the winter vheat. Lr. Sha pointed out his 
own twin sons there who were working «long vith these poor boys fran 
the willeseg. I¢ was hoped that pes § wold not be educeted away fron 
their homes but prepared te make their homes better when they wet 
baex te the, ‘There ere about forty bays altogether in treo elasses. 
s% ig an expericent ad one that Y€X it is oped will help solve the 
probles of getting a little lenven of uew ideaw inte the luap-of 
aericultural &rina. 

The form is senttered out over « couple af ufles so we walkedon 
hoping the car would overtake uss anal when after an hour it had not 
eo we decided that if would be better te think of sowe other way of 
getti ag homes s¢ we walked across the fields to the side of « lake 
outeide the city wali, gat inte a flat bettomed bont and were ferried 
aeress that so that we could get a earbiage ond get home, “e arrived 
home again just at twelve, 

Et. Gha told us about some of the work which the cehool of agrichlture is doing. Sefere the war, they had organised emiteat eoeperatives in many Viliages snd they were allotted s certain amout of relief money 
te be dispensed through these cooperstives as leana. He said it was 
given out in smanil suas. sometines as little as ten dollars, to bay seed or repsir or rebuild hemes, all ef it aduinistered through these lecal eroups., Se expected all ef it to be paid back, ‘Shen the leeal military 
authorities heard of it, they demnded that the peospie pay it back, They enid “If vou need help, we will give it te yous" But the entersrise went an seoretiy in spite of thin apoost tion. 

They were harvesting and threshing the winter wheat @verywe re, whieh fortumatelr ie cuite good thie feat. Comepleces they had (t lying out ou thee obblestone paved reads aud we drove over it. shey thresh it by 
very prinitive methods, ef hitting it with finils, or by shisakiag the bundle @ and + wig thea on the ground, ‘The Agricultural fas has a threshing wachine, (a very saall ene it looked te me) rum by « Sesolene e mgine whieh war always breaking down he said. 

Now they flood the fields and plant riee for the sedoud erops, but because of the lack of raiuy this work was much delayed. Beside every cael and water holé, one would see men on theis treadmill pumps pumping water inte the fields, Dut the water was ler even there. It was cloudy “ts Pace: 4 auc wé heyed it would rein and put an end to such = necessity 

igide from the ruins here and there, things looked wick es usual, uaey houses had been rebuilt. Ther are buil€ with brick walls or und 
walls go that rebullding usually meant mrely putting on a new roof. ~oue of the new buildings had very fine tile roofs whieh the farmers had lootedfroe a newmby brick kiln the @mers of which had fled during the wet, it made om think of the story ef the sudden rise te prosperity of ‘Weng lung in the “Good Eorth,* Out of the ruins of the rich, the poor 
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ara able to move cout of stray huts inte houses made of bricks. | 

But for the most part the houses were roofed with thateh or the ordinary 

tiie. The evinion hus been expressed that that lecslity had aot suffered 

wach s great digaster since the time of the Taiping Rebellion in the middle 

ef the wineteonth century “hen & sovere eivil war wae attended with very 

erest destruction. 

“here une to evidence of the guerriliase Sinee the circle we made 

never tock us further than e few mites from the city, we vere constantly 

in Jnvanese territory, Dut even in these cmmtry plscets the garrison 

Locked thenselves tn st night and let the Chinese take ever coutrol until 

dnylicht, We paused one village where they said that. in daylight a few 

weeks ogo Chinese soldiers coue and earriea off two Chinese photographers 

sent to tere pietures by the Japanese for the pusces which every one is 

rectuired to esrry. At the fara, they teld us that they were quite safe 

there bat that « villege only a mile awey nad to pay tribute to bandits 

for protection. 

The one thing thot strack us over ané gver, ap it Bas witain the city 

too, of the wonderful cone-back which the peaple keve uate. There aecned 

the noranl awowst of activity everywhere. Last gsuemer only sbout sixty 

percent of the lend was under cultivation but this year, the usual sicimt. 

Rimed hoses and shops had been rebutlt and business wes going on as usual, 

Yet eighteen montha ego they were fighting iu this very district, 

people were ¢riven from their hones ad scattered cverywheree in & 

eguntry with se few reads a5 there are here, of course a few «ibes gift the 

matt hich were ther ere oulte free fram trouble, unless they happened 

to get tute the l«rger towns. 
, 

om Vondey,we drove aut te the Sun Yat Sen Eensrial park to see 

wint was left. ‘The Sun Knusoleun ts intact, and wogt of the ether menorial 

buildings have euffered only relatively miner injury] They have been 

strisped of everything rensvedie ty the °.20 be-sing’® (The o1d hundred 

Wiamets fe Ge the coumong people) the doors and windows, @tce but the 

bulldings could be repaired for © velatively s#all eum and put into their 

oviginayi eonditicn, 

It ig imposeible te have a good ear these days. The taxic for hire 

are such rattletraps that one never knows if one will get back in thes 
or not. The ome yesterday had to be eoustantly tinkered with before it 

would ¢€9 and of course the one tedey failed ta keep up with use 

Katherine is going tomorrow and then we tesume the yegular schedule 

again. I's going te the stetion which is sbout five miles away to see 

her off since thet is e Chinese custom, She ia a very popular speaker 

eo thet you may get = chance to hear sone af these things frou her » 

, t wust stay and get bed beenuse I am very tiredy as 1 said ia the | 
pegi ming. 

Lovingly, <Jecsie  


