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Hethodist Girls'! High Schesl
Fankings June 6, 1939

Deey FTamilyr

1 am very bmmpute tived tomight but I ghall try %o write you anyhow
arid tell you about the trip I teok today,

Fathevine Doeye is here now pu her way home and ope of ihs men
eonneeted with the Sehool of Agricultuve of ‘ered to show her about in the
count®y A bits so I went slongs I had uot Deen oul of the eity sime I
got here s 1, @ in the sense of getting out inte the rurml distriets do
that Iwme anxious %0 wee what comdiiiens were like.

We left the houpe here ot seveny Kstheriney Dr, Steward, & iy
she (a professor frou the seheel af Agricult%m’ and myself, k¥, She
spoke very good Tuglish and wag one of the first ptudet 5 ever to study

. ageteulture in ¥anking Tuiversity and ' 1s now in charge of soms of the

sx® riuental work done on the University favm, He wis & Very {d eresting
O MRYle w :

- While we watted nt the gate for the oar to womey a nate came %o iy,
tna fyon the eny owier saying that he was not surve whether itwould be
safe for the gar to go becsuse several days ago ene of his ears had been
held by the guerrillas for three days and e weg afyaid this enr night be
taken, We were wuch veligved vhen the ear finally eome slthough we :
wpndered hew far we would gets 1t wos a dread®il rattletrap of an old
thing and I wonder 1f even n guerrilla would have wruted 1%,

. Ye went sut the South gnte of the elty snd started out along the

rond that leads towsrd Vihu, I% made me recall the Journey which 1'taek

tws yenrs age in August on ﬂ{ iy to the station in Manking from “uhu,

Now many of the 1ittle fovw ﬁeta were i rulns. There wms & noticeable
ek of livestoek, ehpecianlly the sueller ones, pige, chickensy ducks, ami

_geese,  Dr, Btewayd said that soww land had been ML uneyl tivatedbessuse
of laek of faw anisnds, but Tor the nivst part the flelds were under oulti-

vation,

_ ., Weturned off of the main road onts a very rough slds read which
“1efd $hrough o vnlley whieh Dr, Steward hoped would lead to some ammunition
dumps boek in the hillpge These were now in ruins of course, but after
following the rond for a esuple of wiles wowtly im low gear, we decided
that B;tkww}.d not lesd where we wanted to @0 and wo we had to Dump our
waY 0LeRe : : ; ‘ / b

~ Tae road then led along whet is ealled the"Suter wall® whieh is an
dirt wnll about twenty feet hi&&md slenty wide for o wad which was
bullt in the tiue of the Iing Dymesty (about five hund red yenrs ngs) as an
outer wnll for the eity of Nanking, then the capital of Chinae The towns
we passed through all hed "Men$" on the end of them which means gate in
Chinese, "his wall was all the way from five %o ten miles from ﬁe ’
real olty wall whioch {a nade of brigk and stome and {a fordty o fifty feet
high, This old wall really madé u very good road sud was very straight
and level, It was rough se sll the resnds out ¥ re are, we travilled sbout
ten mizsa an Yours It led around the base of a fomous mountain e re, galled
"Purple” Fowuntnin. We were headed for the Tilversity farm, It took us
around the eity from the Yest side to the eavt, R 7Y

Awile or tw from the fams, we had a flat tire and that wms the
laszt we saw of the cav, Ve decided €0 walk om shead while they weve




changing the tire. There were twe drivers with the gar, one of whonm
had to ridd sutside on the rumuing board. Ve wlked on o the farm
vhileh was sbout 2 half mile sway.

The school is eondueting vhat they call a Faruer's institute.
Soys are taken from farms add glve & year of study with the idea of
putting new ideas ints eireulation in the villages. They ure taught
the rudimeutis of secience and espeelally seientifie farming. They
studied in the eity for two or three manths and nuow they were cut on
the farn helping harvest the winter vhest, ir. Sha pointed out his
swn twin sons thers wio were working slong with these poor boys froam
the villages. If was hoped that they would not be educeted awsy from
thelr homes but prepared to make thelr homes betier when they wed
baek to them, There are about forty days altogether in tvo elaszes.
It 13 »n experiuent ad one that Y it is hoved will help solve the
problem of gebting = 11ttle lenven of new ideanp into the lumprof
agricultural Fins.

The fuyrm is sonttered out over s couple of niles 55 we walkedon
Woping the ear would svertske uss; and when after an hour it had not
cone, we decided thet 1t would e bDetteor to think of sone other way of
getting homey se we walked neross the Tields to the side of & lske
sutside the eitly wall, got inte a flat bottomed bozt and vere ferrvied
aeress that po that we ocould get n eardinge ond get home., ¢ arrived
home agaln Just at twelve,

Hre Sha told us about some of the vork which the zehool of agrieflture
is doing. Before the war, they hod organized cmbimat esaperatives o
many willages =nd they were allotted o certain amount of relief mney
to be dispensed through these cosperstives as losus. ife sald it was
given out in snell sums . sometines as little ss ten dollars, to ay seed
9T repair or rebuild homes, 51l ef it sduinigtered through these lscal
groups. e expected all of it to be paid bsok, Then the loeal military
alitherities hesrd of {t, they desnnded that the peaple pay it back, They
gnid “If you need help, we will give it to you.® But the enteryrise went
an seeretlly in spite of this opoosition,

They weve harvesting and threshing the winter whest everrws res whieh
fortumalely ie culte good this vesr. Comeploces they had {t lying out
on thee sbblesione paved rends nud we drove over it. They thresh it by
very prizuitive methods, of hitting i1t with fiznils, or YWy shakiag the
bundle s and ’asatm?: then on the ground, The Agricultural fam has a
threshing machine, (n wery @unll one it looked to me) mum by & gesolens
e pgine whieh war nlwave breaking down he said,

Fow they flood the Tields snd plant rice for the sedond crops, but
beeouse of the lack of waiu, this work was much d elayed. Beside every
eakal and water hold, one would see men on theis treadmill pumps pwmping
water inte the fields, DPut the water was low even there, it was eloudy

glrltéag apd wé hoped 1t would railm snd put sw end to such o necessity
Diie

; Apide from the ruins here and there, things looked much =s wpual,
¥any houses had been vebuilt, Ther ave buile with brick walls or mad
walls @5 thai vebullding usually mesut mrely putiing on a new roof,
Jome of the new duildings had very fine tile roefs which the farmers had
lootedfron o newseby brick kiln the omere of which had fled duris
made o “th!zxk of the story of the sudden rise to ,graa;mgfty of
4 Opod Earth,® Out sf the rulns of the rich, the ppor




¥
ara able t9 move out of straw huts inte houses made of bricks,
But Tfor the most part the houses were roafed with thateh or the ardinary
$i1le, The opinion hus heen expressed that that 1senlity had not suffered
sueh » great disnster sinee the tinme of the Talping ‘ebellion in the middle
of the nineteenth eentury when n BIvere eivil war wap attendsd with very
great Jestruetion,

™ere wns no evidence of the guerrilias. Sinee the eirele we made
never too¥ ugs Purther than s few miles from the citys we were constanily
{n Jnuanese territory, but even in these etuntry placess the gorrison
locked themselves fn st night and let the Chinese take ever countrel umtil
daviight, Ue prueed one village where they gald that in daylight a few
weeks ngs Chinese soldiers csue and earrics 5T twe Chlnese pholographers
sent ts tore pietures by the Japansse for the pasces which ¢very one is
recuired to esrry. At the fara, they told us that they vere guite safe
there tut that a villege only & mile away had to pay tribute Lo banditls
for protection,

The one thing that striek us over and overs ns it has within the ity
toos of ithe wonderful come-back whiech the peaple hsve mades Ihere apcned
the noranl awomt of sctivity everywhere. 1ast swmer only sbout sixty
pereent of the land was under eultivation but this year, the usuesl smoumte
Rined homes and shops had been vebuilt and business wes golng on as usuals
Yet elzhteen momihas ags they were fighting in this wvery district,
ppople were driven from thelr homes ad scstlered everywhere. in &
eaumtry »ith e few ronds ns thers ave here, of course a few ailes 9if the
w11Y Rizh wove thev were cuiie free fram trouble, unless they happensd
ts get inte the Yarger towns,

on Vondeyew ¢ drove out to the Sun Yat fen Eemarial park to see
wint was left, The Sun Esusoleun {g intaset, and wogt of the other menorial
buildings have suffered only relatively sinor injuryl They have been
gtrioped of everythingr emovahle by the " a0 pe-aing® (The o1d hundred
nanees 1. €. the comsong pesplie] the doors snd windowss atce but the
bulldings could be repaired for n relatively small suwm and put ianto their
sriginefl eonditien,

It 18 imposeible te have a good ear these deys. The iaxis for hire
spe such rattletraps that one never knows if one will get back in them
or not. The pme vesterday had to be gonstantly tinkered with before it
would go and of coursc the one today Tal led to keep up with us.

Entherine is going tomorrow and then we resums the regular schedule
ageine 1% going te the station whieh iz sbout five milea sway 1o see
her off since that is a Chinese custom, She is s very popular spesker
s that yoa mey get = chance %o hear some af these things fromw her »

T must stos and go o bed beenuse I am very tired, as I geid in the
vegiming,

Lovingly, <esaie




