Methodist Girls'
Nanking, May 29,

Dear Family:

This is a lovely cool day even thomhgh it is nearly the end of laye.
It is threctening to rain and has been cuite windy for several davs.

I hope it succeeds for we are much in need of rain.

Last week was a very busy week., Tuesday was Lulu's birthdzy and
it was sueh 2 strenuous dey that we spent the week either preparing for
it or recovering from it, We had dinner on Mondgy noon at 2 Chinese
restuarant with Ir, and rg, Kiang and some others, and on Tuesday we
had guests for dinmer at our homee and in the afternoon we had a Lea-
party for the teachers of the school and other friends., She had expected
that only graduates and former students of the gchool would come, but
instead evervhody came and where we had expected to have fifteen or
twenty, there were more than sixty. We ran out of food and chaire and

' space, But everyone had = nice time, 7Then in the evening, she gave a
party for the child ren who live on the compound. She gave each child a
little gift. It was a very strenuous day, beginning early and lasting
late.

Saturday, Miss Florence Sayles of Wuhu arrived to spend Sunds
She left this morning for changhai as she is going on furlough,
her sister who ecame home with me two years =go, you remember. I
out to Ginling in the afternoon and to foreign church yesterday,

S

the occasion being Y¥r, Kiang's birthday., He ien ow prineipal of the
primary school and is sixty-seven vears 0ld and has been living and working
in this school for fertv-four years., He came here as a young man with his
Briﬂg_when he graduated from high school and has been here ever since,
The dinnerwns a very hanpy time “or it was an expression of genuine
affeetion on the part of everyone, There is a very beautiful relationship
between him nnd his wiTe, sueh as one sees sometimes with people who have
lived together for so long. Their children are all mwov now so thet they
are alone in the house and they are having a good tine éoing as they please,
e has adjusted himself to the new situation

b
ET o
18|

v

At noon yesterday we were invited over to the school for dinn
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It is rather remarkable how h 14§
and is facing it with courage and faith,

_Yonday 1s my day off, I am not even studying this morning but put =y
teacher to work writing characters for me which I shall mmmmewgmm s%udymu
later. I have them written on 8lips of paper and tien write the meaning
?pg phonet1$101 thf 32': and try to recognize them when I sse'ihéﬁ.

;;if §§§§r75:§gn?l“ friends, I can sometimes recognize them when I ¢ snnot

‘Sunday is alwayvs = great disappointment to me beeruse I alw
great plang whieh fail to materialize, but still T rerli;é f%Q;“m
making progres:., I haa one hundred fifty children (0f4énfmjli; ny J
o?arch, but in spite of the crowd it was much the best ;ér&fce#rvj%;ﬁ
I'm working in come more helpers and gradually I think we can 159":;56
our l=ck of certain very necessary things., Thev were crowded four and
on seats intended for three and they had been nt ifmfof éﬁwééu;u;;ranév
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50 they were tired ang Tidgety, but on the whole well-behaved,
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e of ecertain discouragi odds, everyone

work very satisfying. Conditions are ¢ tirely differen
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they conducted a worshir service r tae calldren wnich any church
well have been proud of. Evervthing in dece: an
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such an exgent
tese two months
ilisrize myself
) g nd a slow process.
} a‘year at least but ; . ¥ worth spending the time
I've gspent some tire observ with child ren in other
churches, but mostly I've been trying to think of a plan vhereby Cent ral
Church c=n do a bit better for its children. ! : 1 seem to have n diffep-
ent plan every Sunday, you can see that this & slow processe Lagck
of space and seats and class material is the worst problem and to give the
program the necessary varieiy to make it interesting and hel ful to the
childiren is not easys. Yet every Sunday as I come home tired =nd discouraged
I also reslize that we have done a little better than before, even if not
ag well as I had hoped.
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My letters are infrecuent, but when

comprehensive it that I guppose thr-A ¢ , S

interested t ow that 1 have not though : Mos h an I are
alone in this big twelve room bﬂﬂve and gc %) u1Cu}y. : ig
very tired as she is on the go constantly f“c * 1sh she could get zway
for the summer. We expect Katherine Boeye here this week, =zs she is now
in Shanghai. I suppose she will s211 on the first boat she can get one.

With love,




