Vethodids Girlad' High Sehool,. Nanking
¥ay 214 1939

Dear Olive and Helens
) A

¥awie brought up a letter from each of you for me t6 read and that
has inspired me to sit down and write you sboul things here. I you aure
1ike I was, there are & lot of things vhich no one has thought to tell you,
T nrobabliy shall omit some tooy but at the risk of repenting what you al-
rendy Yrnow, 1711 oroceed,

Pirst ot to the house and ecompomd, There were two she
feet fromthe housey, on the southeast; one landing ia the Tose
destroying the trellie vhich 0live had along tie north pide of
other fell in the lawn aboud fiftecn feet from the coraer of the
They bro:e the windows on the enst and séuth sides of the house, and scarred
o the brick wall a bhit and leosened the tiles on the rool, There la a
hole through the window frame of Katherine's 100 whére a sholt came throughs
aleo holes in the ceiling of hLer room and the room bYelow hers,
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Put aside from thaty the louse was very 1itt}
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ind 28 ta lootingy Auna loffet mayy there really wen't any done in
the foreipgn housgen, Oaldlers entered this houee seversl timess and took
things and ever onee in & while one has ihe @periencs of trving to i1ind
sonething whioch ie gone, but rea
The trmmkss snd doors were 51 1}
very litile wag really carrviad
not ta¥en. eiplains. i
buflet into the kitehen and ga
uged it for & kitehen $able, b
taken and the shestas, etc. but not those in the claget by the hathroow.
They were ldoking for things of specisl value of which of course they
found very little, If Clive's phounograph wag herey it is gone, The bed
and mittrecs out »f my room were teken but the rest are here. The glock
from the dining room is gone. HSut you ¢puld walk inte this house and
not realize that it Wad TLeen through & war,things are s0 nearly ae they
were, Helen's and my things which were stored in the sané voom in the attic
are all mixed up topether beecause theytook everything out of the trunke
end the servanis put them bheck,

i1ly wh 2t 2R vas not very muchs
token open wher ere locked, but
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ut- - - e Tearly a1l the hedding was

Chinkiang sufferecd s 1ot vorse, They lost pracielly everything,
R H by 4 o * oy R ~ t g3 %5 i F 1
Everything Ea their school bullding except seats Tostened to the Tfloor and
heavy furniture was taken., Eren vianes. »

There 1a a measure of economic recovery here in Vancing whieh there
apparently is not in Chinkiang, Things are bad, but I think that the worst
is over here, for the pregent nt least, The invaders are confiscaiing
property and rebuilding, and I've been told that they pay workmen Tifty
cﬁntg , day‘which is not bad wsges and of coursze that helps out everybodys
i&rgg;.everiock tharuined‘baildings, things on the surfrce seen fairly

? Yearly all the shope up arnd down Chung Ehan road ere Japoneseé now.
Kiangtanehai fe what Tulu ealle “free* China. You s ee almost more Japanese
on our street than Chinese. Soldie ra, red ¢ross nurees, dbusiners men,
They must be pouring in by *he hundreds. Ivery train is filled with theus
Oeeasionally some of them come to church., They are usually treated very
courteously by the Chinese, ; j =




There are a number of girls coming here this afternoon for
tea, mostly teachers in the primary school that is being conducted in
our building here. That is why I have not gotten more done.

Jugt at that point the first of our guests arrived and two
hours have elapsed while several people have come and gone.
Pirst was a former student of mine who is going to help me with my
Chinease a couple of hours a week, She is a graduate of our school
and started in at the National Central University to take a course
in Dentistry, dbut as the University hasclosed because of the war,
‘she has nothing to do. She is at present as sghe says studying
‘mediecine atthe hospital, but is really an assistant to the doctors
there and learns what she can from watching operations. ZEventually
she expects to enter a medical séi ool somewhere. She has one of the
keenest minds of any student we have had.

Two boys came next. One of them is thebﬁﬁiaiﬁ of a girl who
is a graduate of our school who was recently married. 1 was very much
amused because when he and the girl I was telling you about started
talking, the subject was the recently expected baby to be born to the
bride, his sister. It is hard for them to understand some of our in-
hibitions on such subjectse Perhaps their attitude is the healthier
ONes

The next guest was a teacher from the Presbyterian sc¢hool, a
former student of mine (although I eould not reeall her for I taught
her only one year about eight years ago) who worked as a Bible woman
before the war, A pastor from the Quaker church called then. He has
a daughterin school in Shanghal and wanted to know if we knew of any-
one going to Shanghai by whom he could send her a new dress, Then
four guests came, teachers from our school. None of them were my
students in the past, one of them being from a govemment middle s& ool.
We served them all tea and talked to them and Miss Golisch had them
practice an Easter song, and now all havegone, but it is only four-
thirty. However since they eat at five, probably we Bhall have no
more today, at Beast from the school.

The weather has been very damp and chilly since I ceame, The
nice warm buildings there at K.C, N,T.S. have spoiled me for living
without some kind of heat, I haven't the right kind of clothes for it.
If I put on enough to keep warm, I can't get my elothes ons so I've
ghivered around, worn my big coat most of the time. I have on woolen
underwear and bloomers, and a heavy skirt and sweater, and I was still
cold, Result is that I have developed a cough, but we are due for
warm weather most any time now, so I don't worry. Next winter, if I'm
still here, I'm going to invest in a Chinese fur-lined coat. It is
not expensive acecording to mur standards, probably cost me less than
ten dollars American money, but then I can Y ep warm. And when one is
with the Chinese, there is no choice but to dress as they do.




There is not much to write about although we are busy all the

. time, Every afternoon we serve tes to our Chinese friends and

always have several guests although not ususlly the same ones,

There is so little going on now that the Chinese are glad to have some-
place to go. They come in and talk for a while and then go away.

The foreign dommunity is so small that there iz no social life among
them, We rarely see any of them, except at church.

I have three different Chinese teachers, one who comes every day
one who comes three times a week and one who comes only twice a week.
In addition I have a girl from the school who comes over twice a week,
I give her musie lessons and she teaches me Chinese « She is a former
student of mines In faet I have two music students,; believe it or not.
They a re just beginmers and to my great consternation last week I tried
to play the lesson to show her how it soumded and found I couldn't
play it much better than she could, It is like these typewriting
exercises. The beginning ones are so hard that an expert typist has
difficulty with them. Of course all I gan play is hymns and anything
different is impossible. However if ‘she can learnto play hymns she will
be satisfied too,. I'm hurrying her through this first book and then
I shall have her play "Jesus love me." I'm sure I ¢an play that.

I alse have another friend a married woman come to help me hut
she has a little bab{ and two other children and so she is rather
irregular, It iz all right anyhow bec=use I have more teachers now
than I really need, The idea is that you get so that you can under-
stand one tencher very welly especially these professional language
teachers. They get into the habit of using simple words which other
people don't use. This woman algo hasg a little brogue which means
that I can't learn any new words from her. It is good practice however
20 éisggntto her and as ghe is a great talker, I get a lot of chance _
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I'm glad to know you are enjoying Muriel Lester, I thought her

book was a real inspiration. I haven't read all of it, but it is the
sort of book I would keep around to read when I felt blue. There is »
eertain quality about her that I think 1t is good to eontemplate.
I've seeén her a couple of times and of soursée that makes me all the
more interested in her. I wish I could appear pathetie enough so that
Ruth would give me that book. Bht she seems to reserve it for her
more serious cases. I don't know how you managed to get it from her;
grobabiy because I took her sort of unaware. Wrapped it up and sent
f off ‘before she had time to think of someone who needed it worse.

We had guests this afternoon for tea and ¥iss Golisch is planning
8 couple more occasions for guests this week, probably four of them on
Sunday and one other some other day soon,

I had my trunks rep&irud which were borken into by the looters.
Cost me $2,40 Chinese money, The steamer trunk was not much damaged,
I had the same leek put Yack on, but had %o buy a new lock for the big
trunk, However I have adopted a ggliay,of not keeping them loeked so
of anybvody wants anything out of them they won't have to bust the lock,
The most of the damage dome to this hoise was to doors which were locked.




